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Map  of  India. 

The  black  shading  indicates  the  Himalayan  and  Palearctic  portions 
to  the  North  and,  in  India,  areas  above  the  dividing  line  of  tropical  and 
sub-tropical  India,  usually  above  2,000  feet.  The  dotted  black  line  to  the 
North  is  the  political  boundary,  inclusive  of  Cashmir  and  Sikkim.  The 
red  lines  and  lettering  indicate  the  faunal  zones  of  Tropical  India  as 
described  in  the  Section  on  Geographical  Distribution  below.  The  dotted 
lines  dividing  the  West  Coast  indicate  probable  sub-regions  and  correspond 
to  the  Palghat  and  Goa  gaps  in  the  Ghauts.  Sub-tropical  faunal  zones  are 
not  indicated. 
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The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  families  into  which  insects  are 
divided,  tabulated  under  orders.  The  families  in  heavy  type,  thus 
Forfioulidse  should  be  familiar  ;  those  in  ordinary  type,  thus  Campodeidse, 
are  of  smaller  importance  but  occur  in  India  :  those  in  italics,  thus 
Smynthuridce,  are  not  yet  known  to  occur  in  India. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  insects  are  tracheate,  hexapodons  arthropoda,  with  a  distinct 
head  bearing  antennae,  with  a  great  degree  of  complexity  in  their  devel¬ 
opment  during  which  a  series  of  moults  are  undergone,  culminating  in 
the  appearance  of  functional  generative  organs  and  wings  ;  in  the  higher 
forms,  the  development  is  sharply  divided  into  three  distinct  periods, 
the  last  of  which  is  marked  by  the  inactivity  of  the  organism  as  a  whole 
and  the  complete  reorganisation  undergone  by  the  tissues  ;  they  are 
essentially  air-breathing  animals,  living  on  land,  but  some  have  become 
adapted  to  living  in  fresh  water.  The  number  of  jointed  legs  separates 
them  clearly  from  other  tracheate  Arthropods,  just  as  the  metamorpho¬ 
sis,  the  possession  of  wings  and  the  form  and  the  number  of  segments 
does.  They  are  regarded  as  being  most  closely  related  to  Peripatus  of 
all  present  forms  of  life,  and  undoubtedly  represent  a  great  branch  of 
the  tree  of  life  whose  development  equals,  if  not  excels,  that  of  any  other 
branch.  In  numbers,  in  species,  in  all  but  one  form  of  mentality,  the 
insects  are  the  dominant  form  of  life  on  the  land  at  the  present  time,  but 
the  limitations  put  on  them  are  of  such  a  nature  that  their  dominance 
must  remain  within  bounds  and,  unless  man  be  removed,  cannot  be 
actual  and  entire. 

Insects  are  of  all  sizes  from  inch  long  to  over  six  inches ;  their 
numbers  are  incalculable,  the  number  of  their  species  being  put  at  about 
three  millions ;  their  lives  are  very  short,  (a  week,)  up  to  as  long  as  over 
ten  years,  though  rarely  actually  exceeding  more  than  three  years,  and 
being  in  the  larger  number  limited  to  an  active  life  of  less  than  three 
months.  On  the  surface  of  the  earth,  as  in  fresh  water,  they  are  found 
wherever  nutriment  is  available,  even  in  the  bodies  of  warm-blooded 
animals  and  man  ;  over  the  three-fourths  of  the  earth’s  surface  covered 
by  the  sea  they  are  practically  non-existent,  a  very  small  number  of 
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species  being  able  to  support  life  near,  in  or  on  the  sea.  Their  position 
in  the  animal  world  is  shown  in  the  table  : — 

Protozoa. 

Porifera  (Sponges). 

Ccelenterata  (Anemones,  etc.). 

Ctenophora  (Jelly-fish,  etc.). 

Echinodermata  (Sea-urchins  and  starfish). 

Vermes  (Worms). 

POLYZOA. 

Arthropod  a. — Crustacea  (Lobsters,  etc.) 

Prototracheata  (Peripatus). 

Myriapoda  (Centipedes  and  millipedes). 

Insecta  (Insects). 

Arachnida  (spiders,  mites,  scorpions,  etc.). 

Mollusc  a  (Snails,  etc.). 

Brachiopoda. 

Chordata. — Hemichordata. 

Tunicata. 

Cephalochordata. 

Craniata.  Cyclostomata. 

Pisces  (Fish). 

Amphibia  (Frogs). 

Reptilia  (Snakes,  etc.). 

Aves  (Birds). 

Mammalia  (Mammals). 

Economically,  the  insects  are  the  most  important  group  of  animals 
next  to  the  Mammals,  Birds  and  Fishes.  Their  activities  affect  man 
daily,  either  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  injuries  to  economically 
valuable  plants,  or  to  domestic  animals,  or  to  wild  animals,  or  to  stored 
produce,  or  from  their  value  in  yielding  useful  products  ;  or  from  the  part 
they  play  in  the  economy  of  nature,  in  fertilising  flowers,  in  scaveng¬ 
ing  and  cleansing  the  earth,  in  rendering  waste  matter  available  as  plant 
food,  in  preserving  the  condition  of  the  soil  and  in  furnishing  food  for 
birds  and  fishes. 

Instinct  and  Habit. — What  is  the  life  of  an  insect  ?  In  what  way 
can  it  be  compared  with  our  own  or  with  the  life,  for  instance,  of  any  of 
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the  animals  familiar  to  ns  ?  No  answer  can  be  easily  given,  for  the 
senses,  the  instincts,  the  modes  of  expression  of  insects  are  so  totally 
diverse  from  onr  own  that  there  is  scarcely  any  point  of  contact.  In 
the  case  of  mammals,  of  birds  and  to  some  extent  of  reptiles,  we  have  in 
the  eyes,  in  the  features  and  in  the  movements,  a  clue  to  their  feelings, 
to  the  emotions  that  sway  them,  to  the  motives  that  guide  their  actions ; 
in  insects  we  have  none,  and  the  great  index  of  insect  feeling,  the  antenna, 
has  no  counterpart  in  higher  animals,  and  conveys  nothing  to  our  un¬ 
informed  brains.  We  can  judge  then  only  from  the  movements  of  in¬ 
sects,  from  their  actions,  and  this  is  so  extraordinarily  meagre  a  clue  that 
it  is  not  surprising  that  even  the  greatest  familiarity  with  the  life  of  an 
insect  inspires  no  feeling  that  one  has  to  do  with  a  live  organism  having 
feelings  and  passions,  having  motives  and  a  will,  but  suggests  that  one 
has  before  one  a  beautiful  machine,  tuned  to  respond  mechanically  to 
certain  outside  stimuli,  to  answer  to  particular  influences  and  to  behave 
in  all  things  as  a  perfect  mechanical  structure ;  even  the  highest,  the 
social  insects  and  the  fossorial  wasps,  inspire  no  other  feelings,  give  one 
no  sense  of  any  relations  between  the  individual  insects  but  those 
mechanical  ones  concerned  with  daily  life,  and  leave  one  with  the 
conviction  that  the  mentality  of  the  higher  animals  is  wholly  absent, 
that  no  smallest  trace  of  the  emotions,  of  the  will,  of  the  thought 
processes  of  ourselves  or  other  mammals,  have  any  part  in  the  lives 
of  insects.  Yet  there  are  events  in  the  lives  of  insects  which,  for  a 
brief  moment,  impress  us  with  the  conviction  that  individuality,  emotion 
and  feeling  may  play  their  part ;  and  though  we  see  this  exceedingly  seldom, 
the  few  suggestive  phenomena  may  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  in  ways  we  cannot  comprehend,  in  channels  that  are  beyond 
our  ken,  the  living  active  insect  is  in  touch  with  every  other  living  insect 
in  its  environment,  by  mental  and  physical  processes  that  make  no  out¬ 
ward  sign,  that  may  proceed  independently  of  any  external  sense  organ 
that  we  can  see  or  study  and  which  possibly  pass  from  mind  to  mind 
with  no  outward  physical  action  or  movement  ;  what  occurs  when  bees 
swarm,  when  locusts  swarm,  when  the  white  ants  emerge  from  the  nest, 
when  a  stray  bee  from  one  nest  enters  another  and  is  promptly  attacked 
and  killed  ?  Are  these  wholly  due  to  reflex  actions  and  mechanical 
instincts,  or  are  they  the  product  of  an  individual  will  and  mind  in  each 
and  every  insect ;  a  locust  swarm  may  be  the  product  of  a  blind  impulse 
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sweeping  over  a  host  of  insects  just  as  a  blind  impulse  ranges  through 
a  crowd  of  human  beings  by  means  which  are  certainly  not  normal  or  in 
daily  use ;  the  emergence  of  the  flying  ants  suggests  a  similar  blind  im¬ 
pulse,  an  unreasoned  compliance  with  fixed  instincts  like  the  blowing  up 
of  a  boiler  when  certain  physical  conditions  are  arrived  at ;  do  the  ants 
have  councils  and  decide  when  the  nest  shall  be  moved  to  a  new  locality, 
or  is  it  simply  the  common  impulse  of  the  community,  simultaneously 
born  of  the  same  reaction  to  certain  physical  conditions  ?  So  wide 
apart  are  our  senses  from  those  of  insects,  so  divergent  are  our  means  of 
expression,  and  the  mechanism  of  our  bodies,  that  no  answer  can  be 
given  to  these  questions ;  we  cannot  establish  any  connection  with  the 
individuality  of  insects,  we  can  get  no  common  basis  of  thought,  no  pos¬ 
sible  means  whereby  even  to  4  4  tame  ’  ’  them  or  to  get  even  so  little 
response  to  our  efforts  as  a  tame  bird  will  give.  To  us,  the  closest  study 
of  large  numbers  of  the  same  species  reveals  no  individuality,  nothing 
but  a  mechanical  sameness  in  a  large  number  ;  perhaps  this  is  because 
we  cannot  get  near  enough  ;  to  the  ordinary  man,  sheep  are  sheep 
and  while  differing  in  small  points  are  alike  ;  to  the  shepherd  they  are  as 
individual  as  human  beings  and  have  a  similar  mental  individuality  ;  I 
have  never  seen  that  this  was  the  case  with  insects,  and  none  that  have 
been  kept  in  activity,  fed,  cared  for  and  most  closely  observed,  have 
shown  more  than  very  small  traces  of  individual  mentality  or  even 
responded  to  advances.  (That  this  is  not  the  view  every  author  takes 
is  evident  from  the  writings  of  naturalists  who  state  that  butterflies  in 
particular  become  tame  and  welcome  their  captor’s  visits  ;  but  these 
cases  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  or  well  authenticated  to  be  valid.) 
It  is  not  unreasonable  to  consider  that,  in  freedom  and  living  under 
natural  surroundings,  nearly  every  insect  is  solitary ;  an  individual  insect 
appears  to  take  no  notice  of  any  other,  save  such  as  it  may  prey  on  or 
parasitise  ;  it  goes  about  its  business  of  food-getting  and  the  like,  it 
makes  no  smallest  sign  that  it  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  other 
insect,  and  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  its  actions,  is  leading  an  abso¬ 
lutely  and  wholly  solitary  life  ;  there  are  exceptions,  of  course,  but  very 
few  ;  the  social  insects  are  apparent  exceptions,  but  even  there  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  how  far  individuals  are  not  isolated  ;  they  work  to¬ 
gether  it  is  true,  but  in  a  manner  that  suggests  two  machines  under  the 
same  controlling  conditions,  not  two  sentient  reasoning  organisms  acting 
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in  agreement  due  to  any  mental  process.  The  same  is  true  of  termites, 
of  locusts,  of  all  the  social  insects  which  exhibit  such  wonderful  phenomena. 
The  Pyrrhocorid  Iphita  limbata  is  gregarious  and  lives  in  colonies  on  the 
bark  of  trees ;  is  there  any  communication,  any  individuality,  any  mental 
process  other  than  a  blind  reaction  to  some  outside  stimulus,  under  which 
all  alike  find  that  a  particular  spot  is  perhaps  the  warmest  or  the  best 
suited  for  some  such  reason  ?  There  are  other  exceptions  which  are 
perhaps  more  valuable ;  the  courtship  of  butterflies  is  a  beautiful  thing, 
suggesting  two  perfectly  happy  beings  enjoying  to  the  full  the  delights 
of  each  other’s  company  and  the  perfect  happiness  of  the  crowning 
moment  of  life;  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  aware  of  each  other’s 
presence,  but  the  cold  thought  creeps  in  that  it  is  after  all  a  mechanical 
process,  born  of  peculiar  instincts,  with  nothing  more  c  ‘  living  ’  ’  than 
the  reaction  of  two  parts  of  an  engine.  The  dances  of  flies  and  other 
small  flying  insects  suggests  mentality,  social  insects  thoroughly  enjoy¬ 
ing  each  other’s  company  and  the  extraordinary  pleasure  that  huifran 
beings  find  in  concerted  movement ;  it  is  possible  that  we  can  compare 
insects  with  ourselves  in  this  respect,  but  the  balance  -of  evidence  is 
certainly  against  it ;  one  comes  inevitably  to  the  feeling  that  insects  are  a 
supreme  expression  of  living  matter  adapted  and  co-ordinated  to 
physical  conditons,  responding  perfectly  to  mechanical  stimuli,  without 
mind  or  mental  processes  as  we  know  them  and  as  we  can  see  them  in  birds 
and  mammals  ;  they  are  the  highest  expression  of  life  as  evolved  by 
natural  processes,  perfect  machines  without  emotions.  No  thinking  man 
questions  the  existence  in  higher  mammals  of  mind-processes  akin  to  our 
own  if  far  lower,  of  some  slight  evidences  of  that  higher  mentality  we 
call  the  soul,  and  which  we  hold  to  be  the  essential  life,  for  which  the 
objective  life  and  the  material  body  is  but  a  case.  No  one  would  credit 
an  insect  with  such  forms  of  mentality,  and  the  most  sympathetic  student 
of  insect  life  has  not  advocated  such  a  point  of  view.  An  insect  is  a 
living  machine,  responding  to  definite  physical  stimuli,  with  well- 
defined  and  very  complex  instincts,  which  are  mechanical  forms  of 
mental  action  and  take  their  origin  in  outward  conditions.  Were  they 
possessed  of  higher  forms  of  mentality,  such  as  reason,  judgment,  voli¬ 
tion  and  the  like,  no  one  can  say  what  might  be  the  course  of  the  world’s 
history ;  a  combination  of  the  red  ants  (( Ecophylla  smaragdina)  could 
probably  drive  human  beings  out  of  India  and  render  the  continent 
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uninhabitable  to  any  form  of  life  inimical  to  them  ;  an  organised  cam¬ 
paign  of  the  common  black  ant  ( Camponotus  compressus)  could  effect  a 
great  deal  and  human  methods  of  warfare  would  require  to  be  revo¬ 
lutionised  to  deal  with  it. 

In  practice  we  can  consider  insects  as  consisting  of  organisms  whose 
actions  will  be  definite  responses  to  stimuli,  whose  movements  and  acti¬ 
vities  will,  under  the  same  circumstances,  be  the  same  ;  given  the  same 
conditions,  all  the  individuals  of  a  species  will  behave  alike  with  only 
very  minute  variations  which  we  have  great  difficulty  in  seeing.  If  we 
find  that  one  of  a  species  has  a  certain  definite  life  history  we  are  safe  in 
concluding  that  under  the  same  circumstances  all  of  that  species  will 
have  the  same  life  history  and  that  with  a  given  departure  from  normal 
circumstances  all  will  behave  alike  ;  when  we  have  worked  out  the  life 
history  and  habits  of  one  of  a  species,  we  can  confidently  assert  that  all 
will  have  that  life  history,  with  only  small  variations  due  to  changed 
conditions  ;  a  leaf- eating  caterpillar  that  feeds  on  maize  leaf  in  Behar, 
might  quite  well  feed  on  juari  leaf  in  Gujarat  where  maize  is  not  grown, 
but  it  would  not,  for  instance,  become  a  borer  in  the  Punjab  and  a  pre¬ 
daceous  caterpillar  in  Madras.  We  may,  therefore,  treat  a  species  as  an 
individual,  and  not  expect  to  find  different  habits  in  different  indivi¬ 
duals  of  the  same  species.  At  the  same  time  we  must  allow  for  the 
variation  consequent  on  changed  conditions ;  the  limit  of  adaptation  to 
changed  conditions  is  a  very  variable  one  ;  as  an  example,  many  cater¬ 
pillars  have  but  a  very  few  foodplants  and  cannot  live  on  others  ;  a  few 
have  many,  and  the  Gram  Caterpillar  ( Chloridea  obsoleta)  feeds  on  the 
seeds  of  gram,  the  heads  of  opium  poppy,  the  heads  of  bajra  or  sunflower 
and  a  variety  of  other  plants  ;  in  the  United  States  it  is  the  boll  worm 
feeding  on  the  seed  of  cotton  and  accordingly  has  slightly  different  habits  ; 
in  this  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  variation  in  habits  due  to  changed 
foodplants.  Such  cases  are  frequent,  but  the  variety  of  habits  lies  with¬ 
in  perfectly  clear  and  definite  limits,  varying  slightly  from  species  to 
species.  On  the  above  reasoning,  a  species  is  definable  not  only  on 
structural  characters  but  also  on  its  habits  and  mode  of  life ;  if  we  look 
on  a  species  as  composed  of  individuals  reacting  mechanically  to  stimuli, 
with  a  limited  play  of  adaptation  to  changing  conditions,  habits  and 
mode  of  life  are  as  much  specific  characters  as  is  structure  ;  if  our  struc¬ 
tural  distinctions  are  sound,  they  will  be  in  agreement  with  habits  and 
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life  history,  and  the  one  aspect  is  as  important  as  the  other.  Our  know¬ 
ledge  of  structure  is  far  greater  than  our  familiarity  with  the  habits  of 
insects,  but  the  latter  will  increase.  It  is  all  important  for  the  student 
to  grasp  clearly  from  the  beginning  that  a  “  species”  is  a  distinct  indivi¬ 
dual  as  much  in  habits,  mode  of  life  and  all  details  of  its  life  as  in  its 
colour,  form,  or  any  structural  detail  on  which  it  is  declared  to  be  a 
distinct  species.  We  are  here  far  more  concerned  with  the  living  insect 
as  a  living  reality  than  with  the  dead  shell  on  which  its  place  in  the 
insect  world  is  determined  and  on  which  it  is  described  and  named ;  the 
characters  of  the  living  insect,  its  method  of  flight,  its  walk,  its  feeding 
habits,  its  expressive  antennal  movements,  all  the  details  of  its  daily 
life  are  of  as  great  value  as  its  structure  and  are  of  far  greater  importance 
to  us  in  these  pages  ;  a  realisation  of  this  fact  and  an  understanding  of 
what  a  species  really  is,  must  come  to  every  student  sooner  or  later  if  he 
is  to  become  anything  more  than  a  systematist  and  a  classifier  of  insects 
on  purely  structural  details;  the  individuality  of  a  species  is  as  much 
discernable  in  the  field  as  in  the  museum  and  takes  in  every  detail  of 
the  insects  life.  For  that  reason,  we  have  considered  this  abstruse  point 
at  some  length  and  we  would  emphasize  the  point  of  view  given,  though 
it  may  seem  at  first  sight  an  incorrect  one.  Variations  in  habits  between 
two  members  of  a  species  are  so  small  that  what  we  find  out  of  a  single 
individual,  applies  to  every  individual  of  that  species  with  due  allow¬ 
ance  for  variable  conditions  ;  a  very  large  part  of  our  work  lies  in  deter¬ 
mining  how  far  different  conditions  modify  the  habits  of  an  insect  and 
the  limits  of  this  variation  are  becoming  clearly  established;  if,  therefore, 
the  habits  of  an  insect  are  observed  in  Peshawar,  we  know  that  the 
individuals  of  that  species  will  have  in  the  main  the  same  habits  at 
Madras,  that  we  can  predict  the  variations  likely  to  be  found,  and  that 
if  we  knew  enough  we  could  absolutely  say  how  far  they  would  differ. 

We  may  touch  very  lightly  upon  one  more  point ;  whence  come  the 
instincts  and  beautiful  habits  of  our  present-day  insects  ?  According 
to  the  accepted  theories  of  evolution,  insects,  like  other  animals,  are 
descended  from  more  primitive  forms  of  life  which  existed  in  earlier 
geologic  periods;  if  we  imagine  the  primitive  types  of  insects  being 
evolved  and  multiplying,  and  supposing  them  to  feed  on  the  abundant 
decaying  vegetable  matter,  we  shall  get  a  great  development  of  simpler 
forms  scattered  over  large  areas  of  land,  and  living  in  a  diversity  of  physi- 
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cal  conditions ;  remembering  their  less  specialised  and  complex  structure, 
we  can  see  that  the  influence  of  altered  conditions  might  produce  great 
variations  in  structure,  in  habits,  in  life  history  ;  the  pressure  of  com¬ 
petition  would  arise,  supposing  there  were  fewer  checks  ;  (what  checks 
there  may  have  been  is  doubtful  but  both  parasitic  and  predaceous 
insects,  as  well  probably  as  insectivorous  birds  arose  later  and  these  are 
now  the  main  checks) ;  some,  from  feeding  on  decaying  vegetable  matter, 
might  come  to  feed  on  decaying  animal  matter,  with  a  consequent 
change  of  habits,  of  structure,  of  senses,  possibly  of  life  history  ;  others 
might  find  growing  plants  provided  an  ample  supply  of  food  and  their 
descendants  gradually  get  modified  to  suit  these  circumstances  ;  in  time 
we  can  imagine  some  becoming  predaceous,  the  descendants  perhaps 
of  insects  that  fed  on  dead  insects  ;  we  can  still  see  the  stages  between 
land  and  aquatic  insects,  and  it  requires  little  imagination  to  picture 
the  necessary  gradations  from  an  insect  feeding  on  decaying  leaves  by 
a  riverside,  to  one  that  entered  the  river  water  and  found  its  food 
there.  Given  a  plastic  structure  capable  of  modification,  granted  grow¬ 
ing  competition  and  a  free  unoccupied  field,  one  can  readily  see  how, 
in  earlier  ages,  the  various  groups  may  have  arisen  ;  with  the  alter¬ 
ing  conditions  of  successive  geologic  periods,  with  the  evolution  of 
higher  plants  and  animals,  with  alterations  of  climate  and  natural  con¬ 
ditions,  one  can  realise  how  the  diversity  of  forms  of  insect  life  would 
be  evolved.  That  this  has  occurred  with  other  forms  of  life  one  can 
read  ;  that  the  steps  cannot  be  traced  so  clearly  in  insects  is  due  to 
the  imperfection  of  the  geological  record,  insects  being  small,  soft  and 
not  so  fitted  for  preservation  as  are  bones  or  shells.  Granting  that  in 
previous  ages  this  occurred,  and  seeing  the  present  dominance  of  insect 
life  on  the  earth  and  in  fresh  water,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  competition 
might  be  so  severe  that  more  and  more  complex  structures,  instincts 
and  habits  might  be  evolved  leading  steadily  away  from  plasticity  to 
more  and  more  fixed  and  unalterable  types  ;  the  more  primitive  and 
simple  insect  feeding  on  decaying  leaves,  having  simple  biting  mouth- 
parts,  laying  eggs  in  the  ground,  requiring  no  special  colouring  or  pro¬ 
tective  devices  disappeared  ;  predaceous  insects  require  more  complex 
trophi  ;  quick  flight  necessitates  better  wings  and  a  more  consolidated 
thorax ;  protection  from  birds  implies  protective  attitudes,  colouring 
or  form,  and  may  require  possibly  the  nocturnal  habit,  which  implies 
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better  sense  organs  ;  all  crystallises  down  to  a  specialised  form  with 
fixed  instincts.  So  too,  for  instance,  with  parasitic  insects,  the  new 
habits  imply  new  structure,  the  petiolate  body  and  the  ovipositor  are 
developed  to  lay  the  eggs,  and  with  the  necessity  for  flying  by  day  comes 
warning  colouring  and  unpleasant  taste  or  odorous  glands,  since  birds 
are  developed  also  and  are  taking  to  eating  insects.  Consider  a  Sphegid 
catching  live  insects,  paralysing  them,  laying  them  up  for  its  young  ; 
imagine  the  development  of  such  forms,  the  gradual  acquirement  of 
more  and  more  perfect  structures,  and  with  them  of  more  and  more  fixed 
instincts  till  we  have  the  perfect  insect,  with  intensely  modified  life 
history,  with  fixed  and  complex  structure  and  with  nearly  all  plasticity 
and  power  of  change  gone. 

This  is  the  point  I  wish  to  make  ;  we  are  now  at  a  stage  in 
the  earth’s  history  when  competition  has  produced  an  amazingly 
complex  number  of  forms  of  insect  life,  which  adapted  themselves  to 
every  condition  of  life  but  that  in  saltwater,  which  have,  by  the  im¬ 
provement  of  more  and  more  perfect  forms,  become  increasingly 
complex,  specialised  and  fixed  ;  variation,  except  in  each  special 
direction,  makes  for  destruction ;  from  the  increasing  competition 
plasticity  is  gone,  the  forms  are  fixed  and  unalterable,  and  what  may 
once  have  been  forms  of  active  mentality  implying  some  choice,  some 
volition,  are  now  fixed  instincts,  crystallised  reflex  and,  possibly, 
voluntary  actions.  It  is  true  that  all  are  not  equally  complex  or  special¬ 
ised,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  true  that  almost  all,  simple  or  complex,  are 
fixed,  are  no  longer  alterable  except  so  minutely  and  so  slowly  that  we 
can  no  longer  see  it.  It  is  questionable  whether  there  is  any  form  with 
which  we  could  people  a  part  of  the  earth,  say  an  island,  that  was  abso¬ 
lutely  devoid  now  of  insect  life,  and  in  which  we  could  see  this  process 
of  differentiation  and  specialisation  take  place,  but  could  we  find  such  a 
form,  could  we  give  it  the  same  free  field  and  let  it  multiply  and  increase, 
we  should  get  a  similar  differentiation  and  an  ultimate  specialisation  of 
equally  fixed  forms. 

The  student  may  read  this  for  himself  at  greater  length  in  text¬ 
books  of  palaeontology,  geology  and  evolution ;  he  must  realise  it  if  he 
is  to  grasp  the  meaning  and  origin  of  the  forms  and  habits  of  insects ; 
and  in  no  other  group  is  it  so  marked  as  in  insects  ;  when  we  consider 
the  abundance  of  forms  of  life  in  the  insect  world,  their  absolutely 
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universal  occurrence  on  land  and  in  fresh  water ,  the  extraordinary 
variety  in  habits,  food  and  ways  of  life,  as  compared  with  any  other 
group  or  with  all  groups  together,  we  can  see  that  in  no  other  class  in 
the  animal  world  is  competition  so  keen,  are  instincts  and  habits  so 
fixed,  is  the  whole  of  life  for  each  species  so  unalterable  and  delicate. 
Insects  have  lived,  have  dominated  the  earth,  have  become  what 
we  see  them  by  carrying  to  an  extreme  the  principle  of  adaptation  to 
circumstances,  of  making  the  most  of  natural  conditions  ;  man  has 
become  what  he  is,  because  he  has  carried  to  an  extreme  the  principle  of 
adapting  natural  conditions  to  himself  while  only  adapting  himself  to 
them  to  a  limited  extent  ;  the  two  classes  dominate  the  land,  and  when 
man  cannot  alter  the  conditions  to  make  life  permanently  bearable, 
insects  can  adapt  themselves  and  do.  But  in  the  process  man  has 
developed  one  form  of  mentality  implied  in  the  terms  free-will,  choice, 
volition,  while  insects  have  become  perfect  mechanical  structures 
reacting  in  a  definite  way  to  natural  forces  and  stimuli,  their  lives  ruled 
by  fixed  and  most  perfect  “  instincts.” 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  the  impression  that  instincts  are 
absolutely  fixed  but  only  that  they  are  fixed  as  compared  with  the  plasti¬ 
city  of  earlier  insects  and  as  compared,  say,  with  man.  There  is  a 
certain  latitude  still,  more  in  some  groups  than  in  others,  but  even  in 
them  not  much  and  in  the  most  specialised  probably  very  little.  I 
imagine  that  such  simple  forms  as  Machilis  are  fixed  in  their  simple 
habits  as  compared  with  a  Sphegid  fixed  in  complex  habits,  but  to  both 
there  is  a  certain  small  latitude  within  which  they  can  still  alter.  The 
instincts  of  a  polyphagous  caterpillar  such  as  Chloridea  obsoleta  are  pro¬ 
bably  much  less  fixed  and  specialised  than  are  the  instincts  of  the 
caterpillar  of  Scirpophaga  aurif.ua ,  for  instance,  and  in  each  case  possibly 
their  degree  of  specialisation,  low  or  high,  makes  for  success,  success 
being  purely  the  ability  to  get  food  and  lay  eggs  freely.  Some  are- 
successful  because  they  are  fixed  in  delicate  mechanical  instincts,  notably 
the  insect- stinging  wasps  ;  others  are  successful  because  they  can  adapt 
themselves  still  to  a  limited  variation  of  circumstances,  such  as  food, 
temperature,  etc.,  and  they  are  still  to  some  extent  plastic.  But  it  is  a 
very  limited  plasticity,  little  akin  to  the  plasticity  of  the  earlier  forms 
from  wdiich  our  present  insect  life  has  arisen. 

Classification.— When  insects  were  first  studied  in  some  detail, 
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the  complexity  of  the  increasing  number  of  recorded  species  led  to  a 
system  of  grouping,  say,  the  beetles  under  one  title,  the  moths  and  butter¬ 
flies  under  another,  and  so  on,  the  insects  most  obviously  similar  being 
put  into  one  group  chiefly  as  a  matter  of  convenience.  As  the  subject 
grew,  the  morphological  characters  of  the  collected  insects  were  utilised 
to  an  increasing  extent,  and  the  more  the  number  of  known  insects 
increased,  the  more  minute  and  detailed  was  this  classification.  When 
the  evolution  theory  was  accepted,  it  was  evident  that  every  scrap  of 
available  information  would  be  required  to  give  data  on  which  to  make 
a  natural  grouping  of  insects  ;  what  was  the  origin  of  insects  ?  from 
what  had  they  developed  ?  how  far  had  different  insects  remained 
for  a  long  period  in  the  same  condition,  and  how  far  was  the  evolution 
either  continuing  still  or  had  it  been  continuous  up  to  the  recent  past  ? 
These  were  the  questions  to  be  answered,  and  the  answer  is  embodied 
in  the  present-day  system  of  classification  which  is  believed  to  be  so  far 
natural  that  it  conforms,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  actual  developments 
of  insects  during  the  earth’s  history  and  does  represent  actual  relation¬ 
ships.  On  these  terms  all  the  members  of  one  group  are  more  closely 
interrelated  than  each  one  is  to  any  other  insect  not  in  that  group. 

In  making  this  classification,  there  are  practically  three  main  sources 
of  evidence:  (1)  the  morphology  of  the  insect  in  all  its  stages  ;  (2)  the 
processes  of  embryological  and  post-embryological  development ;  (3) 
the  evidence  of  fossil  and  extinct  insects. 

In  the  beginning,  the  first  alone  was  utilised,  and  it  is  still  the  main 
source  of  information;  at  first  superficial  characters  were  used,  then 
more  detailed  ones  such  as  the  structure  of  the  trophi,  finally  the  fuller 
evidence  afforded  by  all  parts  of  all  stages  is  being  utilised,  though  this  is 
by  no  means  near  completion.  The  second  has  been  utilised,  but  not  to 
a  great  extent.  The  third  has  been  utilised  as  far  as  it  is  available,  but 
the  geological  record  is  scanty,  and  what  there  is,  is  very  imperfectly 
available  as  yet.  There  is  a  great  bulk  of  literature  on  this  question,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  more  closely  enter  into  the  subject  here.  How  little 
is  really  known  can  be  gauged  from  the  great  changes  made  in  the  classi¬ 
fication  of  Ileterocera,  for  instance,  as  well  as  from  the  fact  that  ento¬ 
mologists  have  arrived  at  no  definite  conclusions  which  are  generally 
accepted.  The  most  diverse  views  prevail,  and  there  is  no  standard  classi¬ 
fication  that  is  or  can  be  universally  employed  even  if  it  be  admittedly 
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not  academically  accurate,  but  sufficiently  so  for  practical  purposes.  As 
knowledge  grows,  as  groups  are  revised,  new  views  are  expressed,  new 
systems  adopted.  This  would  matter  little  if  there  were,  for  instance, 
agreement  as  to  one  unit,  say  the  family,  if  it  could  be  decided  that 
Coleoptera.  for  instance,  are  a  homogeneous  group  of  say  80  families  ; 
unfortunately  this  is  impossible  at  present.  Actually,  insects  are  prima¬ 
rily  divided  or  have  been  divided  into  primary  divisions  called  orders. 
Thus  Coleoptera  are  a  distinct  enough  order  ;  when  we  go  below  this,  we 
should  have  a  definite  number  of  sub- orders,  each  containing  a 
definite  number  of  families  ;  the  sub-family  is  the  next  division 
containing  a  number  of  genera.  Unfortunately  superfamilies,  legions, 
cohorts,  tribes,  etc.,  have  been  used,  and  it  is  rare  to  find  all  authorities 
on  an  order  or  sub- order  using  the  same  classification. 

In  this  volume,  we  propose  to  follow  the  Fauna  of  India,  in  using 
the  terms  order,  sub-order,  family,  sub-family,  division,  genus,  species, 
but  as  classification  is  not  our  main  object,  we  can  largely  simplify  the 
system  actually  used  in  the  Fauna. 

Entomologists  have  adopted  the  family  as  the  unit  of  classification 
trying  to  group  insects  first  into  divisions  which  must  have  had  a 
common  ancestor  ;  on  this  basis  we  get  nearly  300  families,  each  of 
which  represents  a  fairly  homogeneous  assemblage,  derived  from  one 
branch  of  the  tree  ;  the  difficulty  is  greater  when  we  try  to  group  these 
families  to  find  the  main  limbs  of  our  tree  or  to  find  how  many 
separate  limbs  we  should  have,  derived  each  from  some  lower  form  of 
life  ;  for  instance,  Lepidoptera  area  very  homogeneous  order,  the  families 
derived  from  one  branch  ;  Orthoptera  on  the  other  hand  are  by  no 
means  uniform,  and  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  the  order  instead  of  coming 
from  one  branch  may  really  come  from  three  ;  none  the  less,  in  the 
absence  of  sufficient  data  to  find  really  how  many  branches  there  are, 
the  order  Orthoptera  as  here  adopted  is  a  very  convenient  one.  Our 
nine  orders  are  constituted  then  with  a  regard  both  to  truth  and  con¬ 
venience  and  a  student  should  think  in  terms  of  families,  grouping  these 
families  into  aggregates  which  we  may  call  sub-orders  and  orders. 

In  practice  we  have  to  utilise  a  conventional  system  that  embodies 
as  much  truth  as  possible  and  which  is  reasonable  for  working  purposes. 

Of  the  nine  orders  we  adopt  here,  seven  are  generally  accepted  by 
entomologists,  but  there  is  great  divergence  of  views  over  the  Neurop - 
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tera.  With  regard  to  this,  the  following  tables  show  the  terms  used  by 
other  authors  : — 


Orders. 

Sub-orders. 

Families. 

Smith’s 

orders. 

Wood  worth’s 
orders. 

'Mallophaga. 

( 

Embiidge.* 

Mallophaga.* 

1 

Pseudoneuroptera 

Termitidas 

Isoptera 

>  Corrodentia. 

( 

Psocidae  ... 

Corrodentia.* 

\ 

j 

i 

(  Perlidas 

Plecoptera.* 

Neuroptera 

> 

Amphibiotica  .. 

Odonata 

Odonata. 

Odonata. 

*1 

[  Epheneridae  . 

Ephemerida  ... 

Ephemerida. 

1 

|  Sialidge 

Platyptera* 

Planipennia 

:  Panorpidge  ... 

Mecoptera.* 

i 

f  Hemerobiidse 

Neuroptera.* 

*  Neuroptera. 

.Trichoptera 

Phryganeidas 

Trichoptera.* 

We  believe  the  most  logical  and  workable  system  of  insect  classi¬ 
fication  to  be  the  following  : — 

1.  Aptera. 

2.  Forficulld/r. 

3.  BLATTIDiE. 

4.  Orthoptera  (5  families). 

5.  TERMITIDiE. 

6.  Mallophaga. 

7.  Pseudoneuroptera.  (Embiidae,  Psocidee). 

8.  Neuroptera  Amphibiotica. 

9.  Neuroptera  Planipennia. 

10.  Trichoptera. 

11.  Hymenoptera?  Phytophaga.  (Sessiliventres). 

12.  „  Parasitica. 

13.  „  Tubulifera. 

14.  „  Aculeata. 

15.  COLEOPTERA. 

16.  Lepidoptera. 

17.  Diptera,  Orthorhapha. 

18.  „  Cyclorhapha. 

19.  Siphonaptera. 

20.  Rbynchota,  Heteroptera, 
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21.  Rhynchota,  Homoptera, 

22.  Phytophthires. 

23.  Anopleura. 

24.  Thysanoptera. 

It  is,  however,  impossible  to  express  accurately  the  relationship 
of  insects  by  adopting  any  one  sub-division  of  equal  value  throughout, 
and  the  student  may  be  warned  against  getting  to  attach  too  much 
importance  to  any  classification  systems  except  as  working  conven¬ 
tions  which  have  as  much  regard  to  truth  as  circumstances  will  allow. 

What  systems  of  classification  we  adopt  is,  in  the  present  state  of 
confusion,  immaterial ;  the  Fauna  covers  only  parts  of  four  orders  and 
we  can  there  adopt  the  system  in  use  ;  beyond  that  we  must  unfortu¬ 
nately  anticipate  the  “  Fauna.”  The  system  adopted  is  the  following; 
it  is  as  near  to  Sharp’s  insects  as  possible,  and  we  have  contrasted  it 
with  the  system  in  use  in  America  as  a  guide  to  the  student  who  wishes 
to  refer  also  to  American  literature.  W e  may  remark  that  classification 
is  not  an  end  in  itself  but  is  the  means  to  an  end  ;  with  so  vast  and  com¬ 
plex  a  subject,  it  is  imperative  that  we  should  be  able  to  classify,  to  fix 
the  position  of  an  insect  with  regard  to  its  fellows,  simply  for  ease  of 
working.  Our  main  object  being  the  observation  of  living  insects  as 
they  affect  man,  classificaton  in  this  case  becomes  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  record  and  collate  our  observations  ;  for  this  reason  we  aim  at  a 
simple  system,  on  which  we  can  arrange  our  collections,  file  our  notes 
and,  by  working  with  one  system,  follow  each  other’s  work  at  once  with¬ 
out  having  to  readjust  our  ideas  or  bother  more  than  is  necessary  with 
the  way  our  things  are  arranged.  The  insects  in  one  collection  are 
arranged  exactly  as  they  are  in  another  ;  a  worker  from  a  distance  can 
take  up  work  in  Pusa  without  mastering  a  fresh  system,  and  whether 
our  classification  be  correct  or  not,  it  is,  and  must  be,  the  standard  and 
will  be,  we  hope,  with  small  modifications,  the  standard  in  India  for 
many  years. 

Number  of  Species. — Blanford  in  1881  published  a  numerical 
enumeration  of  the  known  Fauna  of  India  (J.  A.  S.  B.,  p.  263).  He  in¬ 
cludes  Beluchistan,  Kashmir,  the  Himalayas,  Nepal,  Sikkim,  Bhutan, 
Assam,  British  Burma?  Tennasserim,  Ceylon,  Andamans,  Nicobars, 
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which  is  practically  the  area  now  covered  by  the  “Fauna  of  British 


We  reproduce  his 

figures  : — 

Orthoptera 

350  (?) 

1,700 

Neuroptera 

350 

400 

Hymenoptera 

850 

3,600 

Coleoptera 

4,780 

6,000 

Lepidoptera 

4,620 

10,000 

Diptera 

500  (?) 

1,000 

Rhynchota 

650 

3,000 

Total 

12,100 

29,700 

giving  also  an  enumeration  of  our  own  based  on  the  available  figures. 
Thus  the  Fauna  of  India  and  Hampson’s  later  papers  enumerate  about 
8,000  moths,  there  are  about  1,500  butterflies,  and  we  estimate  500 
Tineids,  etc.  Mr.  Distant  has  already  enumerated  2,500  Rhynchota, 
and  we  anticipate  400  more  with  100  Coccidse. 

Nomenclature. 

Could  we  divide  all  known  insects  into,  say,  300  families  of  roughly 
1,000  species  each,  and  group  these  systematically,  our  nomenclature 
would  be  a  simple  matter. 

As  we  have  explained  above,  the  general  object  is  to  make  families 
the  basis  of  classification  ;  but  we  have  in  this  volume  to  steer  a  middle 
course  between  the  really  accurate  classification  of  the  pure  svstematist, 
which  changes  as  knowledge  grows,  and  the  practical  point  of  view  of 
those  for  whom  we  write  ;  we  cannot  keep  remodelling  our  arrange¬ 
ment  and  nomenclature.  Odonata,  for  instance,  may  be  a  sub-order 
composed  of  say  seven  families  ;  for  us  and  for  all  field  entomologists 
it  is  practically  a  family. 

Whenever  possible,  family  names  end  in — idee,  sub-family  names 
in — inw ,  and  the  names  of  tribes  or  sub-divisions  of  families  in — ini  ; 
the  student  must,  however,  remember  that  sub-family  names  frequently 
end  in —ides  ;  and  tribes  in — ines.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  uniform 
system  can  be  introduced,  and  that  were  we  to  rigidly  adhere  to  some 
system  in  this  volume,  the  student  would  be  puzzled  when  reading  foreign 
text-books  or  literature. 

Identification  of  Specimens. — Insects  are  known  by  names,  nomi¬ 
nally  of  Latin  or  Greek  form,  given  to  them  by  the  entomologist 
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who  first  describes  them.  That  is,  every  distinct  species  of  insect  that 
ha*s  been  described  or  accurately  figured  is  designated  by  the  specific 
name  assigned  to  it  by  its  first  describer.  The  problem  then  is,  with 
living  or  preserved  insects  on  one  side,  and  the  mass  of  descriptions  or 
figures  on  the  other,  to  correlate  the  two. 

Only  working  entomologists  ever  realise  the  immense  labour  in¬ 
volved  in  this  work,  except  in  the  case  of  the  fauna  of  a  locality  such 
as  England  where  the  insects  have  been  studied  very  closely,  where 
there  are  ample  books,  and  reference  collections.  Where  one  has  either 
a  description  of  every  species  of  insect  of  a  country  or  a  good  reference 
collection,  identification  is  a  matter  of  so  much  comparison,  but  where  as 
in  India,  the  only  handbooks  contain  descriptions  only  of  part  of  the 
known  insects,  or  where  there  are  no  handbooks  at  all,  only  scattered 
descriptions,  and  where  there  are  no  reference  collections  and  access  to 
the  National  Collections  at  the  British  Museum  is  impossible,  the  actual 
identification  of  an  insect  is  not  an  easy  matter  and  is  not,  as  a  rule,  even 
possible  in  India.  The  question  must  remain  so  until  there  are  complete 
handbooks  such  as  the  Fauna  of  India,  which  are  kept  up-to-date,  and 
also  complete  reference  collections  of  Indian  insects,  accurately  named ; 
progress  to  these  is  being  slowly  made,  but  very  slowly  indeed. 

Actually  if  an  insect  belonging  to  one  of  the  families  described  in 
the  Fauna  of  India  is  sent  in  for  identification,  it  is  examined,  referred 
to  some  division  of  its  family,  worked  out  with  the  generic  key  in  the 
volume  and  compared  with  the  descriptions  in  the  volume  ;  if  it  exactly 
agrees  with  the  description  of  a  particular  species,  it  is  believed  to  be 
that  species  and  is,  if  possible,  compared  with  a  specimen  that  has  been 
identified  by  a  specialist  in  that  family.  If  it  agrees  with  no  species 
in  the  volume,  it  may  be  either  a  species  described  since  the  volume  was 
prepared,  or  a  species  known  from  another  country  but  not  from  India, 
or  a  new  species  ;  to  determine  this  requires  an  expert  knowledge  of  the 
family,  a  complete  literature  of  the  family  and  a  reference  collection. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  a  beetle,  for  instance,  is  sent  in,  it  is  examined, 
referred  to  its  family,  and  compared  with  any  accurately  named  speci¬ 
mens  of  its  kind  which  are  available  ;  if  it  agrees  with  none  of  them  it 
must  be  sent  to  a  specialist  in  that  family  who  has  the  literature,  the 
reference  collection,  and,  after  years  of  work  on  that  particular  family, 
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the  requisite  special  knowledge.  If  proper  attention  was  devoted  to 
entomology  in  England,  all  specimens  could  be  sent  to  the  National 
Collection  at  the  British  Musuem  and  there  compared  ;  at  present  this 
is  not  possible,  and  we  are  largely  dependent  on  the  kindness  of 
workers  in  Europe  and  the  United  States. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  accurate  identification  of  an  insect  is  no  easy 
matter  in  every  case  ;  in  many  cases  it  means  months  of  waiting,  and 
even  years,  as  there  are  no  workers  for  a  large  number  of  groups.  As 
an  accurate  identification  is  necessary  before  publishing  matter  about 
any  insect,  this  question  is  one  of  great  importance  ;  a  large  number  of 
insects  have  been  accurately  identified  and  can  be  seen  in  the  Pusa 
Collections  ;  every  assistance  will  be  given  in  identifying  insects,  but  the 
reader  must  realise  what  it  means  and  be  prepared  to  do  the  only  thing 
he  can  to  help,  namely,  to  always  send  enough  good  specimens  to  allow 
of  some  being  sent  on  to  Europe,  if  the  species  is  one  that  cannot  be 
named  from  the  Pusa  Collection.  This  matter  is  discussed  here  because 
requests  are  constantly  received  for  the  name  of  an  insect  of  which 
perhaps  one  mangled  specimen  is  sent,  and  surprise  is  expressed  because 
the  identification  is  not  immediately  forthcoming.  (See  also  Indian 
Insect  Pests,  page  57.) 

Entomology  in  India.— -This  volume  has  been  compiled  primarily 
for  the  use  of  students  of  entomology  in  India  and  for  those  interested 
in  the  subject.  A  few  words  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  subject  in 
India  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Entomology,  as  a  subject,  occupies  the  whole  time  of  one  section 
of  the  Agricultural  Research  Institute,  Pusa,  and  in  this  Institute  alone 
there  are  three  Entomologists  with  English  University  qualifications, 
and  a  staff  of  trained  native  workers.  In  connection  with  this  Institute, 
there  are  a  limited  number  of  entomological  assistants  employed  by 
the  Agricultural  Departments  of  each  province  for  purely  agricultural 
work  and  simple  teaching.  Whilst  the  ultimate  object  of  work  at 
Pusa  is  mainly  agricultural  and  directed  to  useful  practical  ends,  the 
work  must  rest  on  a  scientific  basis,  and  the  collection,  study,  and  classi¬ 
fication  of  all  insects  of  the  agricultural  areas  of  India  is  a  necessary  part 
of  the  activities  of  the  staff.  It  is  open  to  any  worker  in  India  to  visit 
Pusa  or  to  write  there  for  advice  or  assistance,  which  will  be  freely  given. 
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Our  aim  is  to  be  in  touch  with  every  worker  in  India  and  to  invite  co¬ 
operation  and  mutual  help.  Elementary  and  advanced  teaching  in 
entomology  is  also  given  at  Pusa  and  at  no  other  place  in  India  at  the 
present  time. 

For  many  years,  the  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta,  was  the  centre  of 
entomological  work,  where  a  special  staff  was  devoted  to  this  subject, 
including  the  economic  aspect.  At  the  present  time,  the  economic 
work  has  been  transferred  to  Pusa,  and  systematic  entomology  takes 
its  place  as  one  branch  of  the  systematic  zoology  which  forms  the  work 
of  one  section  of  the  Musuem. 

Collections  of  insects  are  preserved  there,  are  constantly  added  to 
and  are  sent  to  specialists  to  Europe,  just  as  the  Pusa  collections  are. 
There  is  a  large  exhibit  collection  open  to  the  public  and  the  reference 
collections,  while  not  open  to  the  public,  are  generally  available  to  work¬ 
ers  in  entomology. 

Forest  entomology  is  solely  dealt  with  in  the  Forest  Research 
Institute,  Dehra  Dun,  by  the  Imperial  Forest  Zoologist  and  his  staff, 
and  all  enquiries  regarding  insects  injurious  to  forests  are  referred  there. 
The  study  of  insects  injurious  to  tea  is  the  work  of  the  Entomologist  to 
the  Indian  Tea  Association  stationed  at  Hilika,  Assam. 

Apart  from  minor  and  inconsiderable  collections  in  Provincial 
Museums,  the  only  other  public  collections  exist  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Bombay  Natural  History  Society ;  members  of  this  society  refer  specimens 
to  the  Committee  who,  if  the  Society5  s  collection  and  library  cannot 
furnish  the  required  information,  refer  them  to  either  of  the  above  Indian 
Institutions  or  to  Entomologists  in  Europe. 

Excepting  private  wmrkers  who  own  private  collections,  there  are 
no  other  centres  of  entomological  activity  in  this  country. 

Publications  dealing  with  entomology  in  its  different  aspects  are 
issued  as  follows  :  The  Imperial  Agricultural  Department  issues, 
from  Pusa,  the  “  Agricultural  Journal  of  India, ??  in  which  are  contained 
articles  and  notes  relating  solely  to  those  insects  injurious  to  crops  or 
to  those  of  economic  value.  Other  and  similar  work  is  issued  in 
bulletins  ;  the. more  scientific  or  lengthy  work  is  issued  in  memoirs  and 
purely  popular  and  useful  information  as  leaflets. 
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The  Imperial  Forest  Research  Institute  publishes  information 
relative  to  Forest  Entomology  in  “  Forest  Records  and  Memoirs/’  and 
some  has  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  “  Indian  Forester.”  “  The 
Bulletins  of  the  Tea  Association  ”  contain  the  bulk  of  the  work  on  insects 
injurious  to  tea,  supplementary  to  the  volume  on  Diseases  and  Pests 
of  the  Tea  Plant  by  Watt  and  Mann.  The  Indian  Museum,  in 
“  Indian  Museum  Records  ”  and  “  Memoirs  of  the  Indian  Museum,” 
issues  articles  mainly  on  systematic  entomology  but  also  bionomic  work. 

The  “  Journal  of  the  Bombay  Natural  History  Society  ”  is  the  recog¬ 
nised  medium  for  most  purely  systematic  work  and  for  some  bionomic 
work  ;  the  papers  in  this  Journal  are  of  extreme  value  and  must  be 
consulted.  We  have  referred  below  to  the  more  important  papers. 
The  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  contain  also  papers  on 
general  entomology  and  on  systematic  work. 

This  exhausts  the  present  publications  dealing  with  the  various 
aspects  of  this  subject  in  India  ;  occasional  papers  on  systematic 
entomology  appear  in  the  proceedings  of  learned  Societies  in  England, 
Europe,  the  United  States.  A  summary  of  these  is  contained  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Scientific  Advice  in  India,  as  is  a 
summary  of  all  entomological  work  and  publications  in  India. 

It  is  necessary  to  mention  one  further  publication  no  longer  in  exist¬ 
ence.  For  over  fifteen  years,  “  Indian  Museum  Notes”  was  issued  from 
the  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta,  and  contained  papers,  notes,  etc.,  dealing 
with  economic  and  systematic  entomology.  We  have  made  constant 
reference  to  it  below  and  practically  all  information  contained  in  it, 
dealing  with  the  insects  of  the  plains,  is  abstracted  or  referred  to  here, 
or  is  amplified  in  Indian  Insect  Pests.  The  best  feature  of  this  publica¬ 
tion  was  its  beautiful  photogravure  plates  ;  the  originals  of  many  of 
these  are  here  reproduced  as  text  figures.  Sets  of  this  publication  are 
still  available  at  Pusa,  and  complete  sets  can  be  consulted  in  most 
official  or  public  libraries  in  India. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Bombay  and  Asiatic  Societies,  the  above 
publications  are  issued  by  Government  and  copies  of  most  of  them  are 
available  to  serious  workers.  All  can  be  seen  also  in  most  public 
libraries,  and  the  published  work  in  entomology  is  generally  available. 
It  is  impossible  to  refer  here  to  other  literature  ;  the  reader  will  see 
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below  from  how  many  sources  we  have  drawn  the  published  informa¬ 
tion  of  past  years  and  these  scattered  papers  are  often  very  difficult 
to  see.  The  best  entomological  libraries  known  to  me  in  India  are  that 
of  the  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta,  and  of  the  Pusa  Research  Institute. 

Of  books  dealing  only  with  Indian  Entomology,  the  Fauna  of  India 
is  the  only  systematic  one  of  real  value  now.  It  covers  Aculeate  Hymen- 
optera  (2  vols.),  a  small  part  of  Coleoptera  (2  vols.),  nearly  the  whole 
of  Lepidoptera  (6  vols.),  Rhynchota  to  the  end  of  Jassidse  (4  vols.). 
Progress  with  this  is  being  steadily  made  and  the  student  should  ascer¬ 
tain  what  volumes  have  since  been  issued.  They  are  the  standard 
guides  to  the  systematic  entomology  of  India,  Burmah  and  Ceylon  and 
are  essential  in  the  arrangement  and  identification  of  species.  West¬ 
wood’s  Cabinet  of  Oriental  Entomology  is  with  Donovan’s  “  Insects  of 
India,”  remarkable  chiefly  for  beautiful  plates  in  colour  of  many  striking 
Indian  insects,  mainly  butterflies,  moths,  large  beetles  and  Fulgorids. 
It  is  the  only  book  of  its  kind  but  is  of  little  value  at  the  present  day 
except  (in  the  words  of  Westwood),  “that,  by  finding  its  way  to  the 
table  of  the  Indian  drawing  room,  it  may  gain  additional  converts  to 
the  study  of  a  science  full  of  curiosity  and  awaken  an  interest  in  the 
objects  of  pursuit,  thus  supplying  an  engaging  occupation  to  our  Indian 
friends.” 

A  very  short  introduction  to  entomology  is  given  in  ‘  ‘  Indian 
Insect  Pests,”  which  also  treats  of  insects  injurious  to  agriculture.  It 
is  the  only  general  book  on  pure  entomology  relating  solely  to  India 
published  recently  (1906),  and  contains  short  instructions  regarding 
necessary  apparatus,  methods,  etc.  We  assume  every  reader  to  have 
as  much  general  knowledge  as  is  included  in  the  first  part  of  that 
volume  and  in  the  second  appendix. 

Zoo-Geographical  Divisions.— British  India  is  not  a  distinct  zoo- 
geographical  area,  and  it  is  necessary  to  define  very  carefully  the  faunal 
zone  that  is  dealt  with  in  this  volume.  The  “  Fauna  of  India’  ’  series 
deals  with  the  Fauna  of  the  Indian  Empire  and  Ceylon,  i.e.,  Himalaya, 
Hindustan,  Assam,  Burmah,  Ceylon,  regardless  of  faunal  zones,  and  we 
endeavour  here  to  indicate  the  zoo-geographical  status  of  this  region. 

In  the  first  place,  we  wish  to  make  clear  that  a  fundamental  point 
is  elevation  ;  starting  from  the  plains  of  North  India  at  an  elevation  of, 
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say,  1,600  feet  and  going  steadily  up  the  Himalayas  to  say.  10,000  feet, 
one  passes  from,  through  and  into  three  distinct  life-zones,  which  we 
may  call  tropical,  subtropical  and  temperate  ;  the  tropical  extends 
to  2,000  feet  elevation ;  it  is  marked  by  one  period  yearly  of 
intense  dry  heat  or  a  limited  season  of  moist  weather  ;  the  subtropical 
covers  2,000  feet  to  between  5,000  and  6,000  feet  and  is  marked 
by  a  greater  humidity,  a  more  even  and  less  intense  temperature,  a 
less  limited  period  of  rainfall ;  the  temperate  extends  above  about 
6,000  feet.  To  accurately  define  the  limits  of  the  subtropical  zone 
would  require  much  elaborate  detail ;  it  commences  for  instance  at  an 
elevation  of  about  500  feet  at  the  foot  of  the  Eastern  Himalayas,  at 
about  2,000  feet  at  the  foot  of  the  Western  Himalayas  ;  in  the  Milgiris 
it  commences  at  about  2,500  feet  on  the  Mysore  plateau  side  but 
runs  down  to  well  under  1,000  feet  on  the  Western  Ghaut  side  ;  a  large 
part  of  the  Deccan  above  1,000  feet  is  tropical;  the  Western  Ghauts 
from  600  to  2,000  feet  and  over  are  subtropical,  and  in  this  case  the  dry 
tropical  area  (as  at  Poona  and  Nasik)  is  at  a  greater  elevation  than  the 
moist  subtropical  belt.  The  zone  is  of  course  not  definable  merely  on 
elevation  ;  it  is  the  moister  more  agreeable  climate  produced  by  the  abun¬ 
dant  rainfall  falling  on  the  slopes  of  moderate  elevation  which  run  up 
from  the  level  plains  to  the  Himalayas  or  to  the  various  ranges  of  hills  ; 
it  is  a  zone  of  varied  vegetation,  often  forest  or  dense  jungle ;  it  is  the 
zone  in  which  tea,  coffee,  rubber,  and  similar  crops  are  grown,  and  it 
is,  in  India,  a  belt  along  the  hills,  running  up  the  valleys,  as  well  as 
more  or  less  isolated  patches  on  the  hill  ranges  of  Central  India,  the 
Deccan  and  South  India.  The  student  can  get  some  idea  of  it  from 
the  2,000  feet  elevation  line  on  Eliott’s  meteorological  atlas  of  India. 
The  fauna  of  the  subtropical  zone  is  far  more  varied  than  that  of  the 
tropical  zone  or  of  the  temperate  zone  and  is  quite  distinct. 

There  are  some  prominent  features  of  the  tropical  and  subtropical 
faunae  which  may  be  very  briefly  discussed  here.  We  omit  any  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  temperate  fauna  as,  except  in  South  India,  it  is  certainly  not 
“  Indian  ”  but  is  holarctic  or  Indo-Chinese.  The  subtropical  fauna  is 
far  more  varied  than  the  tropical ;  the  number  of  species  that  can  find 
food  and  can  support  existence  in  the  extremely  varied  vegetation  and 
moist  equable  climate  of  the  former  is  far  greater  than  those  that  can 
endure  the  intense  dry  heat  and  more  limited  vegetation  of  the  latter. 
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In  addition  to  this,  which  is  true  of  nearly  every  family  of  insects,  there 
are  families  which  are  confined  to  the  subtropical  region,  or  which  im¬ 
mensely  predominate  there  as  compared  with  these  families  in  the 
plains,  and  there  are  also  families  which  occur  far  more  abundantly  in 
the  tropical  plains.  The  Phasmidce ,  Siricidce ,  Tenthredinidce ,  Sialidce, 
Panorpidce,  Passalidce,  Lucanidce,  Simuliidce,  Aradidce ,  Phymatidce, 
Sesiidce ,  Zygcenidce  are  practically  confined  to  the  moist  forested  lower  hill 
slopes ;  the  Rhopalocera  are  characteristic  of  the  subtropical  region, 
especially  the  Nymphalidce  and  Papilionidce  ;  the  Cicadidce,  Tipulidce , 
Mycetophilidce,  Locustidce ,  Dynast  idee.  Cetoniidce ,  Erotylidce ,  Endomychidce , 
Boslrichidce,  Scolytidce  are  found  abundantly  in  the  subtropical,  rarely 
in  the  tropical  areas  ;  Chrysomelidce,  Buprestidce,  Capsidce.  Syrphidce 
occur  in  both  but  in  immense  profusion  only  in  the  former  ;  Limacodidce 
and  Pliryganeidoe  stand  out  conspicuously  in  the  same  way.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Acridiidce,  Carabidce ,  Dytiscidce ,  Hydrophilidce,  Gyrinidce, 
Tenebrionidce,  Myrmeleonince ,  Ascalaphince ,  Scaraboeidce  are  far  more 
abundant  in  the  plains,  though  occurring  also  in  the  lower  hills.  Allow¬ 
ing  for  the  fundamental  excess  of  species  in  the  subtropical  region  owing 
to  its  varied  flora,  the  other  large  families  are  more  proportionately 
represented  in  both  areas.  We  would  suggest  also  that  the  varied  sur¬ 
face  fauna  of  the  plains  is  less  marked  a  feature  of  the  subtropical  region, 
possibly  because  the  surface  soil  offers  protection  from  heat  not  required 
in  the  hills  and  because  the  usually  dense  perpetual  vegetation  of 
the  hills  produces  a  fauna  centering  more  round  the  bushes  and  low 
vegetation  (see  below  u  Where  Insects  Live  ”  under  Forficulidce). 

This  fundamental  distinction  is  of  the  very  greatest  importance,  and 
unless  it  is  fully  realised  and  clearly  kept  in  mind,  any  conception  of  the 
faunal  zones  must  be  imperfect.  W e  sharply  mark  off  the  fauna  of  the 
plains  of  India  (usually  below  2,000  feet)  from  that  of  the  forested 
slopes  of  the  hills  and  from  that  of  the  upper  hills ;  and,  in  this 
volume,  we  deal  only  with  the  tropical  zone  except  where  the  number 
of  species  occurring  in  India  is  stated  when  we  mean  British  India 
exclusive  of  the  temperate  upper  Himalayas. 

India  is  placed  by  Beddard  (Zoogeography  1895)  in  the  Oriental 
Region  as  the  “  Indian  ”  subregion  ;  Ceylon  is  distinct  as  a  subregion  and 
is  taken  to  include  part  of  South  India.  The  Himalayas,  inclusive  of 
Kashmir,  Nepal,  Sikkim,  Bhutan,  are  not  part  of  the  Indian  subregion 
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at  all,  being  holarctic,  and  we  take  the  dividing  line  to  be  at  about  6,000 
feet.  The  extreme  North-West  of  India  is  also  not  strictly  “  Indian  55 
but  is  holarctic.  Burmah,  we  exclude,  as  being  Malayan  and  Indo- 
Chinese,  and  the  hills  of  Assam  are  strictly  Indo-Chinese  in  part.  “  In¬ 
dia  ??  proper  then  does  not  include  these  areas  at  all  and  it  must  be  clear¬ 
ly  borne  in  mind  that  in  these  pages  we  do  not  use  India  in  the  sense 
that  the  “  Fauna  of  India  55  does  :  the  term  “  British  India  ”  is  used 
throughout  this  volume  for  the  political  India  covered  by  the  Fauna  ; 
the  term  “  India  ??  includes  tropical  and  subtropical  India,  i.e.t  up  to 
about  6,000  feet ;  “  subtropical  India  ”  denotes  the  moist  forested 
slopes  of  the  hills  usually  between  2,000  and  6,000  feet ;  “  tropical 

India  ”  or  “  the  plains  ”  means  the  great  stretches  of  India  lying 
between  sea-level  and  about  2,000  feet,  usually  not  forested  and 
extending  from  Tinnevelly  in  the  South  to  Bawai  Pindi  in  the  North, 
from  the  border  of  Sind  and  Baluchistan  in  the  West  to  the  Assam  and 
Surma  valleys  in  the  East.  It  is  the  insects  of  this  area  that  are 
discussed  in  these  pages  and  for  one  insect  in  this  area  there  are  at  least 
five  in  “  subtropical  India.  ” 

The  frontispiece  illustrates  the  divisions  of  tropical  India  according 
to  fauna  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  tentatively  delimit  them ;  the  faunal  zones 
of  subtropical  India  are  not  indicated.  In  considering  this  question  fully, 
the  factors  to  be  considered  are  (1)  the  physical  features  of  the  country  ; 

(2)  the  geological  formation  composing  it ;  (3)  its  climate  ;  and  (4)  its 
flora.  The  first  three  probably  affect  insects  in  much  the  same  way  as 
they  affect  plants,  and  we  may  take  the  flora  as  the  basis  of  our 
divisions ;  Sir  J.  D.  Hooker,  in  his  sketch  of  the  flora  of  British  India, 
divides  the  whole  area  into  nine  provinces  as  follows 

(1)  Eastern  Himalayas.— Sikkim  to  Mishmi  mountains  in  Upper 

Assam. 

(2)  Western  Himalayas  — -Kumaun  to  Chitral. 

(3)  Indus  Plain.— Punjab,  Sind,  Kajputana,  west  of  the  Araval- 

li  range  and  the  Jumna  river,  Cutch  and  Gujarat  (to  the 
Tapti). 

(4)  Gangetie  Plain.—  From  the  Aravalli  Hills  and  the  Jumna 

river  to  Bengal,  the  Sundarbans,  the  plains  of  Assam, 
the  low  country  of  Orissa  north  of  the  Mahanadi. 
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There  are  three  distinct  sub-provinces  ;  the  dry  upper 
area,  the  United  Provinces  and  Behar  ;  the  lower  humid 
area,  the  Assam  plain,  Lower  Bengal  and  Orissa  ;  and  the 
Sundarbans. 

(5)  Malabar. — The  Western  Ghauts  from  the  Tapti  river  to 

Cape  Comorin  ;  the  Konkan,  Kanara,  Malabar,  Cochin, 
Travancore,  Laccadive  Islands.  This  is  better  termed 
the  West  Coast. 

(6)  The  Deccan. — The  high  plateau  lying  between  the  Eastern 

and  Western  Ghauts,  south  of  the  Gangetic  and  Indus 
plains  ;  the  Coromandel  Coast  on  the  East  Coast  from 
the  Mahanadi  to  Cape  Comorin  is  included  as  a  sub¬ 
province. 

(7)  Ceylon  and  the  Maidive  Islands. 

(8)  Burmah. 

(9)  The  Malay  Peninsula. 

With  the  last  three,  as  with  the  first  two,  we  have  no  concern  here. 
If  on  the  basis  of  the  above  divisions  we  omit  subtropical  forest  hill 
areas,  and  we  take  into  account  the  influences  on  the  fauna  of  these 
neighbouring  areas,  we  shall  get  divisions  as  follows  : — - 

(1)  The  Indus  Plain. 

(2)  Desert  India. 

(3)  Central  India,  West. 

(4)  Gangetic  Plain,  West, 

(5)  Gangetic  Plain,  East. 

(6)  Sundarbans. 

(7)  Central  India,  East. 

(8)  Deccan. 

(9)  West  Coast. 

(10)  Coromandel  Coast. 

1.  The  Indus  Plain  has  a  fauna  containing  many  holarctic  forms. 
The  winter  is  cold,  the  hot  weather  is  dry  and  intense  and  these  two  sea¬ 
sons  are  well  marked. 

2.  Desert  India  is  similar,  but  with  a  peculiar  fauna  and  flora, 
owing  to  the  arid  conditions. 
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3.  Central  India ,  West. — An  area  of  greater  rainfall,  a  more  definite 
period  of  humidity  and  less  alternation  of  day  and  night  temperature. 

4.  Gangetic  Plain,  West. — Well  marked  winter  with  moderate  cold 
and  rain,  dry  hot  weather  and  moist  rainy  weather.  Immigrants  from 
the  Himalayas  for  the  cold  weather. 

5.  Gangetic  Plain,  East. — No  well-marked  dry  hot  weather,  the 
humidity  higher  in  the  cold  weather  and  hot  weather.  Immigrants  from 
the  Himalayas  and  other  hills  for  the  cold  weather  and  insect  activity 
more  general  in  the  hot  weather  ;  there  is  a  marked  Malayan  element. 
(A  feature  of  this  area  is  the  flooding  that  occurs  over  large  stretches  of 
land;  the  influence  this  exerts  on  the  fauna  may  be  a  very  marked  one.) 

6.  Sundarbans. —  Doubtfully  distinct.  Little  alternation  of 

temperature  or  humidity.  Peculiar  flora.  Strong  Malayan  element. 

7.  Central  India,  East. — Well-marked  dry  hot  weather  when  insect 
activity  is  suspended,  followed  by  a  prolonged  moist  warm  period.  Fewer 
insects  hibernate  than  in  the  regions  North  and  West. 

8.  Deccan. — Well-marked  seasons,  the  dry  hot  weather  following 
a  marked  cold  weather,  when  hibernation  sets  in. 

9.  West  Coast. — The  fauna  is  influenced  by  the  neighbouring  sub¬ 
tropical  region  of  permanent  forests  and  high  humidity  which  produce 
a  very  large  fauna  equalled  only  by  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills  in  Assam 
and  the  Eastern  Himalayas.  No  hibernation  in  the  plains  below  ghauts. 
Many  Ceylonese  forms. 

10.  Coromandel  Coast. — Less  well  marked  seasons  to  the  Deccan, 
and  a  smaller  flora  to  the  West  Coast.  A  large  proportion  of  Ceylonese 
forms. 

We  may  roughly  indicate  the  separate  faunal  zones  into  which  we 
would  divide  British  India  as  a  whole  exclusive  of  Burmah  and  Ceylon: — 

1.  Indus  Plain. — Tropical. 

2.  Himalaya,  West.— Western  Himalayas  above  6,000  feet,  inclu¬ 
ding  Kashmir,  Nepal  and  Kumaon.  Holarctic. 

3.  Sub-Himalaya,  West. — -Lower  slopes  of  Western  Himalayas 
2,000  to  6,000  feet.  Subtropical  forest  fauna. 

4.  Desert  India. — Tropical. 

5.  Central  India ,  West. — -Tropical. 
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6.  Central  India ,  West,  Hills. — -Subtropical. 

7.  Gangetic  Plain,  West. — Tropical. 

8.  Gangetic  Plain,  East. — Tropical. 

9.  Sub-Himalaya,  East. — Lower  slopes  of  Eastern  Himalayas  700 
to  5,000  feet.  Subtropical. 

10.  Himalaya,  East. — -Eastern  Himalayas  above  5,000  feet. 
Sikkim  to  Mishmi  Mountains.  Holarctic. 

11.  Assamia. — Hills  of  Assam  and  Assam- Bur mah  border,  in¬ 
clusive  of  Khasi  hills,  above  6,000  feet.  Indo-Chinese. 

12.  Sub- Assamia. — Lower  slopes  of  Assam  hills,  500  to  5,000  feet. 
Subtropical  with  strong  Malayan  affinities. 

13.  Sundarbans. — Tropical. 

14.  Central  India,  East,  Hills  above  500  to  800  feet.  Subtropical. 

15.  Central  India,  East,  Plains. — Tropical. 

16.  Deccan. — Tropical. 

17.  West  Coast,  Plains . — Tropical. 

18.  Western  Ghauts. — Hills  up  to  6,000  feet.  Subtropical.  This 
is  probably  divisible  into  three  ;  (a)  Surat  to  Londa-Goa  gap  ;  (b)  Goa 
gap  to  Palghat  gap  with  the  Nilgiris,  Coorg,  Mysore  Hills  ;  (c)  South  of 
Palghat  gap,  including  Travancore,  Pulneys,  etc. 

19.  South  India  Hills. — Hills  of  West  Coast  and  South  India 
above  6,000  feet.  The  fauna  of  this  zone  is  not  sufficiently  known,  as 
apart  from  the  fauna  below  6,000  feet,  for  this  division  to  be  more  than  a 
doubtful  one. 

20.  Coromandel  Coast. — Tropical. 

21.  Eastern  Ghauts. — Subtropical. 

Classing  these  zones  under  elevation  and  climate  we  get : — 


Temperate. 

Subtropical. 

Tropical. 

Himalaya,  West 

Sub-Himalaya,  West 

Indus  Plain. 

Desert  India. 

Central  India,  West,  Hills 

Central  India, West. 

,,  East 

Sub-Himalaya,  East 

Gangetic  Plain,  West. 

Assamia 

Sub  Assamia 

„  ,,  East. 

Sundarbans. 

Central  India  East,  Hills  ... 

Central  India,  East. 

Western  Ghauts 

Deccan. 

West  Coast. 

South  India  Hills 

Eastern  Ghauts 

Coromandel  Coast. 
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(  H.OL ARCTIC*) 

Himalaya  West. 

Baluchistan. 

Afghanistan. 


(Scheme  of  In¬ 
dian  Region.) 


(Indo-Chinese.) 

Assamia. 
Himalaya,  East. 
Burmah  Hills. 


Indus  Plain. 

Desert  India. 

Central  India,  West, 
Gangetic  Plain,  West. 


-Cent ml  India,  East- 


West  Coast. 
Western  Ghauts. 
South  India  Hills./ 
Coromandel  Coast. 
Eastern  Ghauts. 


Ceylon. 


Sub-Himalaya,  East. 
Sub-Assamia. 


Gangetic  Plain,  East. 
Sundarbans. 

Burmah  Plains." 
Malayia. 


(Singhalese.) 


(Malayan.) 


Food  and  Habitat. 


Insects  live  in  a  great  diversity  of  ways,  but  it  is  possible  to  roughly 
classify  these  into  groups  ;  this  classification  is  of  considerable  value  to 
the  student  in  placing  his  insect ;  for  instance,  a  tree- boring  insect  will 
be  a  member  of' one  of  a  small  number  of  families,  and  it  will  often  assist 
in  placing  an  insect  to  look  up  the  families  which  have  a  particular  habit 
i,et>  it  is  useful  to  classify  insects  according  to  food  and  habitat,  as  well 


as  by  structure  and  genealogy.  For  this  purpose  we  tabulate  below 
the  principal  families  that  live  in  distinct  ways,  using  food  and  habitat 
together  as  the  basis  of  our  classification. 


c 


I.— LAND  INSECTS.  <J  A.  Herbivorous. 


L  Live  in  Fruits. 

2.  ,,  on  Seeds. 

3.  „  ■  L  Flowers. 

4.  Leaf  and  Stem 

Miners 

5.  Leaf  and  Stem 

Suckers. 

\  6.  Leaf  and  Stem 


Eaters. 


7.  Gall  Makers. 

8.  Tree  Borers. 

9.  Stem  Borers. 

10.  Boot  Eaters. 

11.  Root  Borers. 

12.  Root  Suckers. 
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"13.  Parasites,  Inter¬ 


nal  of  Vertebrates. 
14.  Parasites,  Exter- 


16.  Predators,  Sting¬ 
ing. 


I.— LAND  INSECTS  ^ 


17.  Predators,  Biting 
and  Sucking. 


—contd. 


'18.  Scavengers,  Animal 
Matter. 


19.  Scavengers,  Dead 


C.  Scavengers.  Wood. 


20.  Scavengers,  Vege¬ 
table  Matter. 


21.  Household  Insects. 


II.— SALT  WATER  INSECTS. 

III. — FRESH  WATER  INSECTS. 

IV.  — MYRMECOPHILOUS  INSECTS. 

1.  Fruit  Insects. — The  Trypetidce  are  conspicuous,  as  are  such 
Tortricids  as  the  Codlin  Moth  (Carpocapsa)  and  Tineidce.  Noctuids 
and  Curculionids  are  found.  In  all  cases  it  is  the  larvae  that  live  thus  ; 
Tenthredinidce  are  rarely  known.  Some  large  moths  ( Ophideres )  live 
on  fruit  juice.  We  exclude  all  “  Scavengers  ”  in  decaying  fruits,  of 
course,  referring  only  to  fruits  on  plants. 

2.  Seed  Eating  Insects. — Many  insects  feed  habitually  on  seeds 
while  ripening  ;  Bruchidce,  Scolytidce ,  Tortricidce,  Tineidce,  Pterophoridoe 
(. Exelastis ,  SpJienarches),  Noctuidce  (Chloridea,  E arias),  Pyralidce  being 
typical  examples  ;  the  Lycaenid  ( Virachola  isocrates)  is  an  exceptional 
case.  We  omit  all  insects  living  on  harvested  seeds,  classing  them  as 
Scavengers  or  household  insects. 

3.  Flower  Insects. — Forficulidce  eat  pollen,  Masaridce  and 
Apidce  collect  pollen.  Fossores  collect  pollen,  or  feed  on  nectar.  Pkala- 
cridce  (larvae),  Nitidulidce  (larvae  and  adults),  Melyridce  (adults),  Lam - 
pyridce  (adults),  Mordellidce  (adults),  Curculionidce  (adults),  Melolon- 
thidce  (adults),  Cantharidce  (adults)  feed  on  pollen  or  flowers.  Most 
moths  and  butterflies  and  many  flies,  especially  Anthomyiidce ,  Syrphidce 
and  Bombyliidce,  feed  on  nectar.  Tineidce,  P ter ophor idee,  Cecidomyiidce , 
Thysanoptera ,  Tingidce  also  live  in  flowers,  as  larvae  or  nymphs. 
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4.  Leaf  and  Stem  Miners.—1 The  Hispids  and  Halticids  among 
Chrysomelids,  and  many  Tineids  mine  under  the  epidermis  of  green  leaves 
and  green  stems.  Exceptional  Micropterygids,  Buprestids  (Trachys), 
and  Acalyptrate  Muscids  are  also  recorded. 

5.  Leaf  and  Stem  Suckers. — The  Thy  sampler  a,  the  whole  of  the 
Homoptera  and  Phytophthires,  as  well  as  most  of  the  species  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  families  of  Hemiptera  live  by  sucking  the  sap  of  green  parts  of 
plants  : — Pentatomidce,  Coreidce ,  Berytidce ,  Lygceidce,  Pyrrhocoridce ,  Tingi- 
dce,  Capsidce. 

6.  Leaf  Eating  Insects.— All  Phasmidce  and  Acridiidce,  most 
Locustidce,  some  Gryllidce  feed  on  leaves,  as  too  do  the  larvae  of  Tenthre¬ 
dinidce,  Melolontliid  beetles,  a  few  exceptional  Carabids  and  Silphids, 
Epilachnids  in  both  stages,  Cantharid  beetles,  Chrysomelids  in  both 
stages,  and  Curculionids  (rarely  in  the  larval,  almost  always  in  the 
imaginal  stage)  have  the  same  habit.  The  larvae  of  Lepidoptera  in 
most  cases  are  purely  leaf  eating. 

7.  Gall  Insects. — In  India,  the  known  gall  insects  are  typically 
Psyllids,  Tineids,  Chalcids  (fig  insects)  and  Cecidomyiids,  the  first  pre¬ 
dominating.  Other  families  recorded  elsewhere  are  Tenthredinidce 
( Nematus ),  Cynipidce,  Buprestidce  ( Ethon ),  Curculionidoe ,  Thysanoptera , 
Aphidce  and  Coccidce. 

8.  Tree-Boring  Insects. — The  following  families  make  tunnels  in 
trees  ;  Siricidce,  Buprestidce ,  Cerambycidce,  Curculionidce,  Scolytidce, 
(  ?  Brenthidse),  Sesiidcef  Cossidce ,  Hepialidce,  Arbelidce. 

9.  Stem  Borers. — A  large  number  of  borers  live  in  green  succulent 
stems  as  opposed  to  those  living  in  hard  woody  tissues.  The  families 
concerned  are,  Gryllidce  ( Cylindrodes ),  Cephidce,  Tenthredinidce ,  Phala- 
cridce,  Erotylidce,  Buprestidce ,  Mordellidce,  Curculionidce ,  Scolytidce , 
(■ Castniidce ),  Noctuidce ,  Pyralidce,  Cecidomyiidce,  Chloropidce,  Agromyzidce, 
Geomyzidce ,  Ortalidce. 

10.  Boot  Eating  Insects. — Very  little  is  known  of  the  lives 
of  underground  insects,  but  the  following  groups  contain  species  that 
feed  on  plant  roots  in  the  soil. 

Melolonthid  larvae. 

Elaterid  „ 
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Curculionid  larvae. 

Pyralid  „  (Crambidce,  etc.). 

Noctuid  ,,  (rarely). 

Gryllid  nymphs  and  adults. 

Tipulid  larvae. 

A  few  of  the  Silphidw  (Anisotomides) ,  Dascillidce  and  Bibionidce 
(Dilophus),  have  apparently  the  same  habit. 

11.  Root  Borers. — The  Hepialids  are  conspicucus  as  root  borers  ; 
the  Sagridce  are  said  to  have  this  habit  as  have  some  Eumolpids  (Scelo- 
donta)  and  Galerucids  ( Diabrotica ,  probably  Aulacophora)  ;  some  Pyralids 
have  it,  e.g.,  Schcenobiince  ;  exceptional  Buprestidce  ( Sphenoptera )  and 
Curculionidce  (Cylas)  are  also  known. 

12  Root  Sucking  Insects. — Just  as  there  are  insects  which  suck 
plant  tissues  above  ground,  so  others  do  below  ground,  but  we  know  little 
of  them.  Probably  a  considerable  number  of  species  in  the  following 
families  are  concerned  :  Pentatomidce ,  Lygceidce,  Cicadidce,  Fulgoridce, 
Aphidce,  Coccidce.  In  most  cases  it  is  probably  the  immature  stages 
that  have  this  habit.  The  best  known  example  is  the  Phylloxera  of  the 
vine. 

13.  Internal  Parasites  of  Vertebrates. — The  Oestridce  are  the 
important  group  in  which  this  habit  is  universal ;  the  Muscids  that  cause 
Myiasis  may  perhaps  be  included.  We  omit  the  many  recorded  cases  of 
insects  bred  in  the  human  alimentary  canal  as  being  exceptional. 

14.  External  Parasites  of  Vertebrates. — So  much  is  written 
of  these  we  need  only  tabulate  the  families  :  Hemimeridce  (on  rats),  Mal- 
lophaga,  Platypsyllidce  (on  beavers),  Hippoboscidce ,  Strehlidce,  Nycteri- 
biidce,  Aphaniptera,  Polyctenidce,  Cimicidce ,  Anoplura.  We  omit  the 
non-parasitic  biting  flies. 

15.  Parasites  of  Insects. — The  Parasitica  among  the  Petiolate 
Hymenoptera,  the  Chrysididce,  the  parasitic  Apidce ,  and  the  Tachinidce 
are  the  common  parasitic  insects.  Other  groups  are  the  Mantispides 
(on  spiders  eggs),  the  Mordellids  ( Emmenadia ,  etc.)  (the  Clerides),  the  Can- 
tharidce  and  Stylopidce.  Of  Diptera,  little  is  known,  but  we  may  mention 
Nemestrinidce,  Bombyliidce,  Pipunculidce ,  Cyrtidce,  Conopidce ,  Anihomyi- 
idce}  Tachinidce,  Sarcophagidce,  Muscidce ,  Braulidce  (external). 
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16.  Predators,  Stinging. — A  peculiar  class  are  those  insects 
which  sting  insects  to  paralyse  them  and  lay  them  up  for  their  young  ; 
they  include  only  Eumenidce,  Pompilidce,  Sphegidce ,  Scoliidce. 

17.  Predators,  Biting  and  Sucking.— It  is  impossible  to  indicate 
with  any  accuracy  the  families  containing  predaceous  insects  ;  probably 
a  very  large  number  of  insects  living  in  soil  and  under  bark  are  predaceous, 


notably  beetles  and  smaller  bugs, 
with  remarks. 

Forficulidce ;  ? 

Mantidce ;  all. 

Locustidcc  ;  some. 

Gryllidce  ;  some,  e.q.,  Schizodactylus. 
Odonata  ;  larvae  and  imagines. 
Raphidiides  ;  imagines. 

Panorpides  ;  imagines. 
Myrmeleonides  ;  larvae  all  ;  ima¬ 
gines  ? 

Ascalaphides ;  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Mantispides  ;  some. 

II enter obiides  ;  larvae. 

Chrysopides ;  larvae  ?  imagines. 
Coniopterygides  ;  larvae. 

Eumenidce  ;  the  wasps  eat  insects. 
Vespidce  ; 

Cicindelidce  ;  all. 

Carabidce  ;  practically  all. 

Silphidce  ? 

Staphylinidce  ;  probably  all. 
Histeridce  ;  some,  under  bark. 
Trogositidce  ;  some. 

Colydiidce  ;  some. 

Cucujidce.  „ 

Coccinellidce ;  nearly  all. 
Malacodermidce  ;  larvae  all  ;  ima¬ 
gines  ? 

Cleridce  ;  all. 


We  tabulate  a  number  of  families 

Anthribidce  ;  some. 

Brenthidce  ;  imagines,  larvae  ? 
Lijcaenidce.  ( Spalgis). 

Noctuidce  ;  \  A  few  species  feed 
Phycitince  ;  )  on  Coccids. 

T  ineidce.  ( Hypatim  a) . 

Some  Culicid  larvae. 
Blepharocerids  ? 

Therevids  ;  fly  and  larvae. 
Muscids  ( Ochromyia) . 

Some  Anthomyiids  &  Ephydrids. 
Some  Scatomyzids. 

Leptidce  ;  larvae  and  flies. 
Tabanidce ;  ,, 

Asilidce  ;  all. 

Empidce. 

Dolichopidce. 

Phoridce ;  larvae. 

Syrphidce ;  ,, 

Bombyliidce  ? 

Pentatomidce  ;  some. 

Lygceidce  ?  many. 

Aradidce  ? 

Henicocephalidce. 

Reduviidce. 

Phymatidce. 

Saldidce, 
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18.  Scavengers  of  Animal  Matter. — There  is  a  very  large  class 
of  insects  that  live  upon  refuse  animal  or  vegetable  matter  as  apart  from 
those  feeding  on  live  plant  tissue  or  on  the  blood  or  tissues  of  animal 
life.  Of  this  class,  a  portion  feed  in  dung,  corpses,  etc.  The  family 
Scarabceidce  are  a  notable  example  of  the  dung  feeders,  the  Sarcophagidce 
notable  as  breeding  in  corpses,  the  Formicidce  notable  as  carrying  off 
dead  insects.  Other  families  are  Blattidce,  Silphidce ,  Staphylinidce ,  Hist- 
eridce,  Nitidulidce  ( ?  )  Cleridce,  Mycetophilidce ,  Bhyphidce,  several  Muscidce 
Acalyptratce  (Borboridce,  Sepsidce)  and  many  Calyptratce,  ( ?  )  Phoridce. 

19.  Scavengers  of  Wood. — The  insects  that  feed  in  dry  or  de¬ 
caying  wood  are  a  distinct  class,  but  it  is  difficult  in  some  cases  to  distin¬ 
guish  them  from  the  insects  that  prey  on  them.  The  following  nine  fami¬ 
lies  are  well  known  :  Termitidce,  Bostrichidce,  Ptinidce  ( Anobiides ), 
Lymexylonidce ,  Oedemeridce,  Cerambycidce,  Anthribidce ,  Scolytidce.  Occa¬ 
sional  Tenebrionids  and  Tineids  may  be  added. 


20.  Scavengers  of  Vegetable  Matter. — This  is  perhaps  our 
largest  individual  class  since  we  have  not  the  data  on  which  to  break 
it  up  into  such  groups  as  in  the  case  of  Herbivores.  It  is  of  extreme  im¬ 
portance  in  the  daily  routine  of  agricultural  entomology  to  be  able  to 
distinguish  the  harmless  insect  eating  dry  dead  leaves  from  the  injurious 
one  eating  living  parts  of  the  plant.  We  can  here  only  enumerate 
the  more  important  families  or  those  in  which  the  habit  is  known,  with 
the  remark  that  fungi  are  included  as  food  of  this  class  as  well  as  decay¬ 
ing  leaves,  fruits,  blossoms  and  other  soft  parts  of  plants. 


Aptera. 

Blattidce. 

Embiidce. 

Psocidce  (?  feeding  on  living  fungi). 
Passalidce  (larvae). 

Lucanidce  (larvae). 

Melolonthidce  (larvae). 

Scaphidiidce  (fungi). 

Histeridce  ? 

Nitidulidce. 

Trogositidce  (Peltides  on  fungi). 
Colydiidce. 


Cryptophagidce. 

Erotylidce  (?  fungi). 
Endomychidce  (?  fungi). 
Mycetceidce  (fungi). 

Latridiidce  (fungi). 

Byrrhidce  (plant  sap). 

Cioidce  (fungi). 

Sphindidce  (fungi). 

Dascillidce  ( Eucinetus  on  fungi). 
Elateridce  (?  larvae). 

Nilionidce  (fungi). 

Melandryidce. 
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Anthicidce. 

Calandrince. 
Mycetophilidce  (fungi). 
Chironomidce. 
Psychodidce. 

Tipulidce. 

Bibionidce . 

Rhyphidce. 


Lonchopteridce. 

SyrphidcB. 

Phoridce  (larva?). 
Trypetidce. 
Sapromyzidce. 
Anthomyidce  (larvse). 
Thysanoptera  ? 

A radidce  (?  fungi). 


21.  Household  Insects. — We  cannot  separate  this  class  of  insect 
clearly  from  the  last  or  from  some  others  logically,  because  our  household 
insects  are  simply  originally  free-living  ones  that  have  found  a  living  in 
man’s  dwellings.  Nor  can  we  make  a  separate  division  of  them  on  the 
same  scale  as  the  Myrmecophilous  insects,  as  we  should  perhaps  logically 
do.  The  student  will  find  further  information  under  the  heading 
Cosmopolitan  insects  below.  The  families  concerned  are  : — 


Thysanura. 
Blattidce. 
Gryllidce . 
Psocidce. 
Termitidce. 

(N emopterides) 
Formicidce. 
SiVphidcB. 
Trogositidce. 


Cucujidce. 

Nitidulidce. 

Ptinidce. 

Bostrichidce . 

Bruchidce. 

Cerambycidce. 

Pyralidce  (Galleriince,  Phycitince). 
Tineidce. 


We  have  excluded  external  parasites  of  mammals,  though  they  may 
rightly  be  included  here,  since  they  are  classed  as  above. 

II.  Matitne  Insects. — Very  few  insects  live  in,  on,  or  within  reach 
of  salt  water,  probably  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of  respiration  due 
to  the  deposition  of  salts  on  evaporation  of  the  water. 

Anurida  among  Aptera ,  Mpophilus  among  Coleoptera ,  Campontia 
among  Chironomidce ,  Eristalis  and  some  allies  among  Syrphidce  live  in  sea 
water,  Halobata ,  a  genus  of  Hydrometridce  lives  on  the  sea.  Some 
Forficulidce ,  Carahidce,  Cicindelidce ,  Staphylinidce ,  and  Muscidce  live  in 
sea-weed  on  the  beach. 


III.  Freshwater  Insects. — The  student  will  find  fuller  informa¬ 
tion  under  the  heading  Aquatic  insects  after  the  family  Odonata  below. 

iil  3 
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W e  give  here  simply  a  bald  list  of  families,  blit  we  make  no  attempt  to 
class  them  into  Herbivores,  Parasites,  Predators,  and  Scavengers  as 
could  well  be  done  : — 


Collembola. 

(Pyralidce). 

( Blattidce ). 

Culicidce. 

Ephemeridce. 

Chironomidce. 

Odonata. 

Psychodidce. 

Perlidce. 

Dixidce. 

Sialidce 

Tipulidce. 

(Hemerobiidce). 

Blepharoceridce. 

Trichoptera. 

Simuliidce. 

{Chalcidce). 

Stratiomyidce. 

Amphizoidce. 

Tabanidce. 

Pelobiidce. 

{Syrphidce). 

Haliplidce. 

(. Acalyptrate  Muscids). 

Dytiscidce . 

Hydrometridce. 

Gyrinidce . 

Pelogonidce. 

Iiydrophilidce. 

Nepidce. 

Heteroceridce. 

N  aucoridce. 

Parnidce. 

Belostomidce. 

Dascillidce. 

Notonectidce. 

Chrysomelidce. 

Gorixidce. 

( Curculionidce ). 

(. Eupterotidce ). 

{Aphidce). 

IV.  Myrmecophilous. — The  student  will  find  fuller  information 
regarding  Myrmecophilous  insects  under  Paussidce.  The  more  import¬ 
ant  families  of  which  species  are  found  in  ant’s  and  termite’s  nests 
are  : — 


Gryllidce . 
Melolonthidce. 
Paussidce . 
Silphidce. 
Gnostidce . 
Pselaphidce. 
Staphylinidce . 


Histeridce. 

Thorictidce. 

Oossyphodidce. 

Syrphidce. 

Psyllidce. 

Aphidce. 

Coccidce, 
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Insects  and  Man. — With  the  exception  of  domestic  animals  there 
is  no  single  group  of  animal  life  which  enters  more  into  the  daily  life  of 
man  than  insects.  They  live  on  us  and  around  us  ;  in  our  food,  our 
clothes,  our  furniture,  our  houses  ;  we  eat  them  or  their  products,  we 
collect  them  and  even  sew  them  on  our  clothing.  All  people  eat 
honey,  use  bees- wax,  clothe  themselves  in  silk,  and  there  is  no  one  who 
has  not,  at  one  time  or  another,  been  dependent  upon  some  member 
of  the  insect  world.  The  luxury  of  the  present  age  of  civilised  peoples 
has  brought  into  being  industries  connected  solely  with  the  collection 
of  the  more  beautiful  and  striking  forms,  which  are  worked  up  into 
wall  ornaments,  paper  weights,  etc.,  and  form  a  part  of  the  art  of  this 
age.  (Witness  the  advertisement  in  the  Studio  “  Artistic  Cases  of 
Tropical  Butterflies,  exquisite  colours  and  designs,  supplied  to  many 
Art  Schools,  etc.35)  Man  is,  therefore,  dependent  on  the  insect  world  for 
so  much,  and  though  science  may  devise  substitutes  for  the  products 
derived  from  insects,  some  of  them  at  least  will  never  replace  the 
genuine  thing.  No  artificial  honey  will  ever  compare  with  the  honey 
gathered  by  bees  from  thousands  of  flowers,  fragrant  of  thyme  or 
heather  or  logwood,  though  in  this  commercial  age,  chemically-prepared 
substitutes,  composed  of  glucose  and  coal  tar  flavourings,  are  sold  and 
accepted  as  genuine-;  no  substitute  for  bees- wax  has  been  found,  nor 
for  shellac.  It  is  likely  that  silk,  as  a  commercial  article  among 
commercial  nations,  will  be  partly  replaced  by  artificial  substitutes, 
because  the  greatest  value  of  true  silk— durability— is  of  no  value  to  an 
advanced  civilisation  which  does  not  require  to  be  clothed  but  costumed. 
Lac  dye  has  been  replaced  by  aniline,  and  though  cochineal  still  holds 
its  own  for  food  colouring  to  some  extent,  it  is  probable  that  no  insect- 
made  dye  will  continue  to  hold  its  own  against  aniline  dyes. 


These  are  the  useful  insects  ;  there  are  many  that  affect  man  in  other 
ways.  Why  is  it  that  almost  every  dry  form  of  food  sold  and  dealt  in 
by  commerce  must  be  placed  in  a  sealed  package  ?  Why  are  millions 
of  tins  used  yearly  in  a  single  city  ?  Why  do  we  pay  at  least  a  fourth 
again  of  the  value  of  biscuits,  simply  because  of  the  tin  1  Very  largely 
because  of  the  ubiquitous  insect,  who  would  get  in  and  eat  them,  if  these 
things  were  not  thus  protected.  Let  any  house-keeper  in  India  think  for 
a  moment  of  her  store-room  and  the  precautions  she  takes.  Sugar  must 
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be  isolated  or  ants  will  carry  it  off  ;  flour  must  be  in  a  tightly-closed  tin, 
or  moth,  weevil  or  beetle  gets  in  ;  no  sweet  thing  is  safe,  once  opened, 
unless  isolated  on  water,  dried  fruits  of  every  kind  are  spoilt  by  beetles, 
grain  is  eaten  by  weevils ;  pulse  of  all  kinds  harbours  moths  or  beetles  ; 
even  tobacco  and  dried  drugs  are  not  exempt.  Daily  and  hourly  mankind 
is  fighting  the  ravages  of  the  insect  world,  which  seeks  to  take  from  him 
his  last  ultimate  asset,  his  stock  of  food.  Think  of  the  countless  sealed 
mud  grain-stores  there  are  in  India,  many  in  every  village,  and  all  because 
of  the  insect  life  around  us. 

Let  us  take  another  aspect,  that  of  disease  ;  malaria,  enteric, 
typhoid,  yellow  fever,  plague,  filariasis  and  elephantiasis,  sleeping 
sickness  (?  kala  azar,  black  water  fever),  each  and  every  one  of  these 
means  a  yearly  total  of  deaths,  premature  and  unnecessary,  caused  by 
the  agency  of  insects.  Think  of  the  enormous  total  of  deaths  from 
plague  in  India,  since  plague  came  into  India  little  more  than  a  decade 
ago  ;  think  of  the  desolation  caused  by  sleeping  sickness  in  Africa,  of  the 
countless  cases  of  malaria  in  the  tropics,  of  the  extraordinary  mortality 
from  yellow  fever,  in  old  days,  in  the  West  Indies  ;  go  to  the  West 
Indies  and  see  the  numerous  cases  of.  elephantiasis  ;  men  with  legs  like 
trees,  men  suffering  from  fever  and  ague  for  years  which  finally  leaves 
them  possessed  of  an  elephant’s  leg  or  arm  ;  think  of  the  death-roll 
from  enteric  !  And  after  all  this  we  may  dimly  realise  the  important 
part  the  insignificant  insect  world  around  us  plays  in  our  lives. 

This  may  be  equalled  by  that  part  played  by  insects  in  inducing 
disease  among  our  domestic  animals.  This  is  a  purely  artificial  case 
largely  brought  about  both  by  our  careless  transfer  of  stock  from  one 
part  of  the  world  to  another  and  by  our  own  reckless  disregard  of  the 
rudiments  of  science  and  of  all  reasonable  precautions.  Think  again 
of  the  agriculturist  and  his  foes  ;  of  the  locusts  which  lay  waste  a 
district,  of  the  bollworm  that  takes  a  tenth  of  the  cotton-crop  in  India, 
or  perhaps  three-quarters  of  it  in  an  occasional  year  ;  of  the  mothborer 
that  kills  one  cane- shoot  in  three  ;  of  the  rice  hi  spa  that  causes  famine 
or  the  rice  grasshopper  that  destroys  the  paddy  over  a  whole  division  : 
think  of  the  trials  of  new  and  promising  crops  abandoned  in  the  past, 
because  insects  ruined  every  plant  on  a  small  plot.  Why  does  not 
tree  cotton  grow  successfully  in  India,  or  improved  American  maize  ; 
why  has  no  fruit  industry  been  established  in  places  where  fruit 
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grows  ;  why  is  shade-grown  tobacco  not  a  success,  or  the  cultivation 
of  sunflower  or  ground-nuts  in  North  India  ?  What  takes  toll  of 
every  crop  grown  in  this  country  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  ?  Insects 
in  every  case  insects  ;  and  insects  are  a  factor  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  agriculture  all  the  world  over. 

Think  of  one3s  daily  life  !  There  are  cockroaches  that  smell,  fish 
insects  that  eat  our  papers,  ants  that  carry  off  our  sugar,  “  gundies  53 
and  other  smelly  things  that  flavour  our  food  when  they  fall  in,  wasps 
and  hornets  that  sting,  mosquitoes  that  bite  and  annoy,  to  say  nothing 
of  sand-flies,  that  no  mosquito  net  keeps  out,  and  the  bug  and  flea  which 
continually  pester  us,  the  mud  wasps  that  build  nests  in  our  books 
and  close  our  locks  ;  furniture  beetles  that  wear  out  our  chairs,  the 
cheroot  beetles  that  spoil  our  cigars,  the  book  beetle  that  tunnels  in  our 
books,  the  moth  that  destroys  our  clothes.  Daily  and  hourly  we 
come  in  direct  contact  with  insect  life.  Head  the  doleful  comments  of 
the  Calcutta  resident  in  August,  asking  why  science  cannot  check  the 
insects  that  come  to  his  lamp  during  dinner  and  make  his  life  a  burden  ; 
or  the  sad  tale  of  the  District  Officer  who  had  to  vacate  his  bungalow 
because  the  wasps  wanted  it  and  had  been  accustomed  to  have  it ;  or 
again  the  tale  of  the  telegraph  stores  which  were  hurriedly  wanted  in 
large  quantities,  but  could  not  be  touched  because  hornets  had  built- 
nests  among  them  and  actively  resented  any  interference  ;  or  that  of  the 
greatcoats  ready  to  be  distributed  to  the.  army,  each  being  found  with 
neat  little  holes  eaten  out  by  beetles.  Impartial  judgment  and  a 
dispassionate  consideration  of  facts  will  show  that  insects  have  fully 
exploited  man,  and,  that  though  man  may  think  that  he  is  dominant, 
he  really  is  not,  and  that  not  the  least  among  his  functions  is  that  of 
providing  food  and  occupation  for  insects. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  authors  of  all  periods  to  refer  all  insects 
in  some  way  to  man’s  well-being  and  economy.  Every  insect  was, 
to  them,  created  with  some  definite  object  from  man's  point  of  view  ; 
and  one  has  only  to  accompany  a  party  of  visitors  round  a  collection, 
even  in  this  twentieth  century,  to  find  this  view  still  expressed.  u  What 
is  the  use  of  this  ?  33  “Why  was  that  created  ?  33  Man  may  or  may  not 
be  the  central  being  of  this  earth,  but  to  attempt  to  refer  the  activities 
of  all  insects  in  some  way  to  his  welfare  is,  at  least,  a  problem  that  none 
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would  attempt.  An  American  author  says  :  cc  fleas  are  good  for  a  dog, 
because  they  keep  him  from  brooding  over  being  a  dog,”  and  explana¬ 
tions  of  this  kind  are  possible  where  our  domestic  insects  are  concerned. 
But,  were  insects  given  to  that  kind  of  mentality  and  speculation  (as 
they  may  be),  it  would  be  interesting  to  get  their  views  on  man  and  his 
place  in  their  nature.  Assuredly  it  would  not  agree  with  ours  ;  equally 
it  may  be,  that,  from  any  standpoint,  whether  material,  mental,  moral  or 
spiritual,  man  is  on  no  higher  a  level  than  insects  ;  and  it  might  be  better 
to  classify  our  activities  as  they  affected  insects  than  to  refer  each  insect 
to  its  “  use  ”  to  us. 


A  rough  classification  of  the  ways  in  which  insects  affect  man  may 
be  attempted,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  securing  clearness  of  idea  : — 


1 .  Cause  damage  to  growing  plants  directly. 

2.  „  „  „  „  „  indirectly. 

3.  „  „  „  stored  products. 

4.  ,,  ,,  ,,  domestic  animals  directly. 

5.  „  ,,  „  ,,  „  indirectly. 

6.  Personally  distasteful. 

7.  Transmit  disease  to  man. 

8.  Assist  agriculture  directly. 

9.  ,,  ,,  indirectly. 

10.  Yield  useful  products. 


It  is  needless  to  dilate  upon  the  first  class  ;  all  the  insects  that  feed 
upon,  or  live  in  growing  plants  that  are  useful  to  man,  are  included.  Of 
the  second,  we  would  say  that  very  little  is  known,  but  that  there  may  be 
a  very  large  class  whose  quite  unimportant  attacks  on  plants  open  the 
way  to  the  entry  of  fungoid  or  bacterial  diseases,  which  may  then  be¬ 
come  of  great  importance.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  small 
damage  caused  by  the  cane- borer  direct  and  that  of  the  fungus  it  brings 
or  lets  in  ;  and  the  broader  aspects  of  this  question  are  as  yet  but  little 
known.  The  insects  injurious  to  stored  products,  to  grain,  flour,  dry 
food-products  of  all  kinds,  to  timber,  furniture,  books,  paper,  fabrics, 
to  every  kind  of  human  merchandise,  made  of  material  of  animal  or  vege 
table  origin,  these  are  only  too  painfully  familiar  to  us  all,  and,  in  the 
genial  warmth  and  moistness  of  the  Indian  climate,  they  find  conditions 
admirably  suited  to  their  plentiful  increase.  Insects  that  directly  injure 
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domestic  animals  include  lice,  ticks,  fleas,  horse-flies,  bots,  warbles  and 
other  parasites  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  dogs,  etc.  Under  the  head  of 
indirect  injury  is  the  transmission  of  disease,  of  which  flies  and  pro¬ 
bably  lice,  fleas  and  horse-flies  may  be  especially  important. 

Of  those  personally  distasteful,  it  is  hard  to  speak.  The  mosquito 
that  bites  and  sings,  the  cockroach  that  flies  around  before  rain,  the  eye- 
fly  that  thinks  its  proper  sphere  is  man’s  visual  organ,  the  crawling  cater¬ 
pillar  that  falls  from,  on  high,  each  (and  many  more)  is  distasteful  in 
some  degree  to  different  individuals.  The  dweller  in  Bengal  is  harried 
by  hordes  of  perfectly  amiable  and  delightful  insects  which  join  him 
when  the  lamps  are  lit.  As  I  write,  they  swarm  around  me,  in  great 
variety,  in  pleasing  profusion,  adding,  by  their  mere  number  and  senseless 
gyrations,  to  the  irritation  caused  by  climate,  weariness,  liver,  etc.  In 
some  places  “  gundies  ”  ( Cydnince )  are  pre-eminent,  in  other  places 
green  fly  (Jassids)  ;  the  geranium  (Cydnus)  is  familiar  to  some,  while 
our  curse  here  is  varied  but  largely  composed  of  beetles  (Scaritids  chiefly). 
Whatever  they  are,  their  profusion,  their  ubiquitousness,  their  buzzings 
and  their  singed  or  oily  corpses  cause  an  annoyance  only  to  be  appreciated 
by  experience,  and  which  forms  not  the  least  of  the  ills  we  bear. 

Elsewhere  the  reader  will  find  an  account  of  the  insects  transmitting 
human  disease,  the  go-betweens,  which  add  so  enormously  to  the  death- 
roll,  which  cripple  so  many  lives  and  which  constitute  the  first  and 
greatest  menace  to  human  life  in  tropical  countries. 

So  far  all  is  ill  and  were  we  to  consider  this  only,  then  insects  would 
have  but  a  sinister  significance.  There  is  another  side  and  still  taking 
our  anthropocentric  view,  we  may  consider  the  classes  of  insects  on  which 
man’s  welfare  depends.  A  very  large  class  of  insects  promote  tillage, 
by  burrowing  and  excavating  in  the  soil ;  they  sweeten  the  soil  and  ren¬ 
der  the  growth  of  plants  possible.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  tropical 
India,  where  worms  are  not  so  abundant ;  it  is  impossible  to  bring  accurate 
proof  of  this,  but  it  is  easy  to  observe  the  countless  borings  of  insects 
in  undisturbed  soil,  especially  under  trees  and  where  there  has  been  no 
cultivation.  In  addition  to  this,  insects  do  much  directly  to  enrich 
the  soil  by  carrying  down  dung,  by  burying  carcasses,  by  causing  the  de¬ 
cay  of  fallen  vegetable  matter.  It  requires  but  little  observation  and 
thought  to  see  how  large  a  part  insects  play  in  this,  and  how  greatly  they 
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assist  in  keeping  the  earth  sweet  and  wholesome,  and  in  rapidly  restoring 
to  the  soil  available  food  ;  with  the  bacteria,  the  fungi  and  similar  organ¬ 
isms,  they  play  a  great  part  in  the  constant  cycle  of  matter  through  the 
soil  to  some  form  of  life  and  back  to  the  soil  again.  In  these  ways  insects 
assist  agriculture  directly.  Another  great  function  they  exercise  is  in 
pollination  ;  a  large  proportion  of  plants  are  dependent  upon  insects 
for  their  fertilisation  and  we  largely  owe  the  beauty  of  many  flower  forms 
of  the  plant  world  to  the  need  the  plant  has  of  attracting  the  insect  and  of 
inducing  it  to  carry  the  pollen.  The  significance  of  insects  in  this  respect 
requires  no  proof  ;  one  can  observe  it  both  in  the  plants  themselves  and 
in  their  numerous  insect  visitors. 

Indirectly  insects  are  also  a  benefit  as  they  check  themselves  and  also 
help  to  keep  down  the  undue  prominence  of  weeds  and  particular  forms 
of  plant  life.  It  is  perhaps  a  paradox  to  ascribe  as  a  virtue  to  insects 
the  fact  that  they  check  themselves,  because,  if  they  did  not  exist,  no 
check  would  be  needed  ;  still  it  is  a  sober  fact  that  parasitic  insects  are 
an  important  part  of  the  insect  world,  and  if  they  were  absent  for  a  few 
weeks,  India  would  starve.  Finally,  there  are  the  useful  insects.  These 
are  connected  with  : — (a)  silk,  (b)  lac,  ( c )  wax,  ( d )  dyes,  (e)  medicine, 
(/)  food  for  man,  ( g )  food  for  domestic  animals,  ( h )  ornament. 

Those  that  yield  silk  are  perhaps  pre-eminent  at  present  since  im 
portant  industries  are  dependent  upon  the  silk  excreted  by  the  pupating 
caterpillar  of  one  of  four  moths.  The  value  of  the  exported  silk  in 
1906-7  was  204  lakhs,  but  much  more  was  produced  and  used  in  the 
country  itself. 

Lac  is  a  large  industry,  one  of  the  big  staples  of  India,  and,  since  its 
use  is  yearly  growing  and  the  source  of  supply  is  limited,  it  is  an  industry 
that  brings  increasing  wealth  to  this  country.  The  export  in  1904-5 
was  valued  at  Us.  3,47,00,000  and,  besides  that,  a  large  amount  was  used 
in  India. 

Wax  is  still  an  article  of  export,  fetching  a  high  price  and  we  may 
see  established  in  the  future  a  large  industry  in  the  domesticated  bee, 
for  the  production  of  both  wax  and  honey.  The  yearly  export  for  the 
last  twenty  years  has  fluctuated  between  3,000  cwt.  and  7,000  cwt.  ; 
the  value  being  between  2|-  and  7  lakhs. 

The  importance  of  insects  as  dye  producers  is  gone.  Even  lac  is  of 
no  value  except  on  a  small  scale.  Medicine  is  still  dependent  upon  insects 
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for  Cantharidine,  and  these  beetles  may  become  a  source  of  profit  instead 
of  a  source  of  loss.  As  food,  the  bodies  of  insects  are  valuable  to  all  but 
the  most  civilised  nations  ;  while  a  not  unimportant  branch  of  trade  is 
the  collection  of  immature  Formicidce  (“  Ant’s  Eggs  ”)  for  feeding  tame 
game  birds  and  the  capture  of  flies  and  other  small  insects  as  food  for 
cage  birds  and  the  like  is  carried  out  on  a  large  scale. 

Finally,  insects  are  enrolled,  with  every  other  description  of  natural 
product,  in  the  list  of  materials  used  by  woman  in  her  personal  adornment. 
This  is  not  as  insignificant  as  it  may  appear  and,  though  few  insects  can 
be  used  directly  (e.g.}  Buprestids)  many  provide  models  for  both  art  and 
millinery. 


Fig.  1— Campodea  staphylinus  X 
[From  Lubbock). 
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Wingless  insects,  the  mouthparts  mandibulate.  Antennae  and  legs  simple, 
the  integument  soft,  clothed  in  scales  or  hairs,  the  segments 
undifferentiated  and  little  co-adapted.  There  is  no  meta¬ 
morphosis,  the  development  being  gradual. 

The  order  includes  only  a  small  number  of  minute  wingless  insects 
of  extreme  delicacy,  supposed  to  be  scavengers.  The  mouthparts  are 
concealed,  formed  for  biting.  The  legs  are  often  long,  and  there  are 
frequently  abdominal  appendages  in  the  form  of  cerci,  springs,  etc. 
The  body  may  be  completely  clothed  with  fine  scales.  There  is  no  meta¬ 
morphosis  and  no  changes  take  place  in  external  appearance  during  life, 
except  growth  in  size.  Most  of  them  live  in  concealment,  their  food  con¬ 
sisting  of  dried  or  decaying  vegetable  matter,  so  far  as  is  known.  None 
are  of  importance  economically,  one  genus,  Lepisma,  being  a  minor 
household  pest. 

Aptera  are  divided  into  two  suborders  and  eight  families.  The 
Thysanura  have  ten  abdominal  segments  and  consist  of  four  families. 
The  Collembola  have  six  abdominal  segments  with  a  peculiar  tube-like 
structure  below  the  first. 


Campodeid^:. 

The  abdomen  terminates  in  a  pair  of  pointed  cerci;  the 
mouthparts  are  concealed . 


The  cosmopolitan  insect  Campodea  staphylinus  Westd.  (Fig.  1)  or  a 
form  very  close  to  it  occurs  in  India  in  damp  moss,  among  damp  decay¬ 
ing  vegetation  and  in  similar  positions.  It  is  a  slender  white  insect, 
with  moderately  long  antennae,  with  cylindrical  body  and  with  two 
anal  cerci. 
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Fig.  2— Japyx  sp.  x  8. 


Japygid,®. 

The  mouthparts  are  concealed.  The  body 
terminates  in  a  pair  of  forceps. 

These  delicate  insects  will  be  readily  mistaken 
for  young  Forficulidce,  though  the  hidden 
mouthparts  serve  to  distinguish  them.  They 
are  said  to  live  in  moss  and  under  leaves,  stones, 
etc.,  on  the  soil,  though  nothing  is  on  record 
as  to  their  habits  in  India.  Wood-Mason 
records  finding  a  single  species  in  Calcutta. 
(Journ.  Asiat.  Soc.,  Bengal,  1876  ;  Ann.  Nat. 
Hist.  IV,  18).  Japyx  oudemannsi ,  Par.,  and 
J.  indicus  Oudem.,  are  reported  from  Burmah. 
We  have  found  one  species  (Fig.  2)  common 
among  decaying  vegetation  and  in  soil ;  it  is  a 
delicate  white  in¬ 


sect,  with  the  forceps  chitinised  and  brown. 
It  is  common  in  Pusa  and  in  Nagpur,  and  is 
probably  common  throughout  the  plains. 

Machilid^e. 

Well  developed  compound  eyes  are  present. 

The  mouthparts  are  exserted  and  visible. 

Apparently  more  than  one  species  of  this 
family  occur  in  India,  one  on  rocks  and  an¬ 
other  among  dry  decaying  leaves. 

The  latter  is  a  dark  grey  insect  found 
in  the  open.  The  body  is  elongate,  a  little 
over  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long  (without  the 
cerci)  tapering  from  the  base  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  to  head  and  tail.  Compound  eyes  are 
situated  at  the  vertex  of  the  head;  the 
antennae  are  simple  and  tapering.  The 
mouthparts  are  inconspicuous  with  long- 
maxillary  and  shorter  labial  palpi.  The 
body  is  densely  scaled  and  ends  in  three 


Fig.  3— M  A  CHILIS  POLYPOD  A'  X  4. 
{Brom  Lubbock). 
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cerci  of  which  the  middle  is  the  longest.  On  the  ventral  surface  of 
the  second  and  third  thoracic  and  each  abdominal  segment  is  a  slender 
jointed  appendage,  those  on  the  6th,  7'th  and  8th  abdominal  segments 
being  longest.  The  legs  are  simple,  tapering,  the  joints  little  differen¬ 
tiated,  the  tarsi  two  jointed.  The  female  has  a  straight  slender 
ovipositor.  These  little  insects  run  on  rocks  and  live  in  the  cracks ;  they 
are  apparently  nocturnal  and  appear  to  feed  on  lichens  on  the  rocks. 


Fig.  4-— Lepisma  saccharina  x  6. 
[From  Lubbock), 


Assmuthia  is  a  termit- 
ophilous  genus  constituted 
by  Escherich  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  A.  sfinosissima  and 
A.  inermis  from  India  (Zool. 
Anz.  30,  p.  744).  Platy- 
stelea  harbifer ,  Esch.  is  also 
recorded  from  nests  of  ter¬ 
mites  in  India. 

LEPISMXDiE, 

Body  flattened ,  clothed  in 
scales;  eyes  small ,  mouth  - 
farts  exserted. 

The  common  fish  insects 
of  houses  are  members  of 
this  family  and  are  found 
throughout  India,  as  pract¬ 
ically  throughout  the  world. 
Annandale  has  recorded 
Lefisma  (Acrotelsa)  collaris, 
Fabr.,asa  fish  insect  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  (Journ.  Asiat.  Soc., 
Bengal,  1906,  Vol.  II,  p. 
346),  and  mentions  this  as 
the  only  recorded  Indian 
species.  The  Himalayan 
species  is  apparently  L . 
saccharina  (Fig.  4). 
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Lepismids  are  common  enough,  though  all  may  belong  to  the 
above  species  ;  they  shun  light,  live  behind  books  among  paper  and  in 
dark  corners  and  are  supposed  to  feed  on  starchy  and  sugary  matter. 
Their  body  is  clothed  with  flat  scales  which  give  them  a  greasy  feel 
and  the  shiny  appearance  that  characterises  them.  The  surface  of 
paper  is  commonly  eaten  by  these  insects  probably  because  of  the 
material  used  in  glazing  it  and  they  can  be  in  this  way  destructive. 

Collemhola. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  described  Indian  species  and  only  a  few 
have  been  collected  or  observed.  Species  of  the  first  two  families 
appear  to  be  common  in  damp  situations  as  in  decaying  vegetable  matter 
and  wet  moss,  under  stones  by  streams,  where  water  drips  and  under 
bark.  In  general  one  finds  such  conditions  for  so  brief  a  time  in  the 
plains  that  these  delicate  insects  are  probably  not  abundant,  though 
they  are  so  in  the  hills. 

Collecting.—' Though  of  no  economic  importance,  this  order  is  well 
worth  studying.  The  best  method  of  collecting  is  to  use  a  camel-hair 
brush,  which  is  dipped  into  a  mixture  of  glacial  acetic  acid  and  strong 
alcohol  and  with  which  the  little  insects  can  be  caught  and  put  in  a 
tube  of  this  mixture.  They  are  afterwards  transferred  to  70%  spirit. 
Berlese’s  funnel  trap  is  a  good  method  of  separating  these  insects  from 
leaves,  moss,  etc. 
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Fig.  1.  Forficulid. 

„  2.  Blattid 

,,  3.  Mantid. 

,,  4.  Phasmid. 

,,  5.  Acridiid. 

„  6.  Locusbid. 

„  7.  Gryliid. 
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The  antennae  filiform  or  setaceous,  of  variable  length.  The  mouthparts 
mandibulate,  of  the  herbivorous  type.  The  first  pair  of  wings  (tegmina) 
thickened,  coloured  or  ornamented,  narrow  with  nearly  parallel  sides. 
The  second  pair  of  wings  large,  membranous,  with  many  fine  nervures, 
hyaline  and  often  coloured,  folded  below  the  first  pair  in  repose.  The 
forelegs  formed  for  running  or  for  capturing  prey.  The  hind  legs  formed 
for  running  or  leaping,  in  the  latter  case  long  and  powerful  Cerci  are 
usually  present.  There  is  no  perfect  metamorphosis,  the  young  differing 
from  the  adult  chiefly  in  size,  colour  and  the  absence  of  functional  wings 
and  reproductive  organs.  A  small  proportion  never  become  winged. 
The  imaginal  life  is  often  longer  than  the  nymphal  life  and  occupies 
the  greater  part  of  active  life.  The  order  includes  moderate  to  large 
sized  insects,  the  majority  scavengers  or  herbivores,  a  part  predaceous 
on  other  insects.  None  are  aquatic,  social,  or  parasitic  in  living  plants 
or  insects. 

The  order  is  divided  into  seven  clearly  defined  families,  four  of  which 
form  one  series  in  which  the  hind  legs  are  normal,  three  of  which  form 
a  second  series  in  which  the  hind  legs  are  long  and  formed  for  leaping. 

Forficulidce.  Abdomen  terminates  in  forceps.  Teg¬ 
mina  shortened.  (Plate  1,  fig.  1). 
Flattened,  head  deflexed,  coxa?  large. 
(Plate  1,  fig.  2). 

Forelegs  raptorial.  Prothorax  long. 
(Plate  1,  fig.  3). 

Mesothorax  long.  (Plate  1,  fig.  4). 

Antennae  short.  Auditory  organ  on  ab¬ 
domen.  (Plate  1,  fig.  5). 

Antennae  long.  Auditory  organ  on  fore¬ 
tibia.  Tarsi  four- jointed.  (Plate  l,fig.  6). 

Antennae  long.*  Auditory  organ  on 
fore- tibia.  Tarsi  three- jointed.  Teg¬ 
mina  angled.  (Plate  1,  fig.  7). 


Hind  legs 
normal. 


Hind  legs 

FORMED 
FOR  LEAPING. 


Blattidce. 

Mantidce. 

k. Phasmidce . 
Acridiidce. 

Locustidce. 

Gryllidce. 


Except  Tridactylince  recognisable  by  the  absence  of  hind  tarsi  and  Gryllotalpa, 


48 


ORTHOPTERA. 


Whilst  these  families  are  in  the  main  clearly  distinct,  their  relation¬ 
ships  are  by  no  means  clear.  Many  entomologists  regard  the  Forficuli- 
dce  as  a  separate  order  (. Euplexoptera ).  Blattidce  are  a  geologically  an¬ 
cient  family  whose  connection  with  present  day  insects  is  not  clear. 
PhasmidcB  are  also  an  ancient  family  from  which  may  have  branched 
the  Mantidce  on  one  side,  the  Acridiidce  as  well  as  the  Locustidce  and 
Gryllidce  on  the  other.  The  last  two  are  undoubtedly  closely  allied 
and  such  aberrant  forms  as  Schizodactylus  may  well  be  placed  in 
either. 

Gryllidce  is  much  more  an  aggregation  of  divergent  tribes  which 
may  or  may  not  have  a  common  ancestor  and  so  be  included  in  one 
family,  than  is  for  instance  Acridiidce  which  is  a  homogenous  family. 
Until  further  evidence  is  available,  a  reasonable  view  is  to  regard  Blattidce 
and  Phasmidce  as  two  archaic  families  still  existing  in  a  slightly  modified 
form,  from  the  latter  of  which  descended  the  carnivorous  Mantidce  on 
one  side,  the  common  ancestor  of  the  Acridiidce  and  the  herbivorous 
Locustidce  on  the  other,  from  which  we  have  the  carnivorous  Locustidce , 
the  burrowing  crickets  (from  some  such  form  as  Schizodactylus ),  the 
various  other  tribes  of  Gryllidce  from  other  forms  of  primitive  Locus¬ 
tidce.  The  Forficulidce  are  possibly  an  off-shoot  from  a  primitive  form 
of  a  Blattid  ancestor  and  although  retaining  the  characters  of  the 
primitive  Orthopterous  ancestor,  are  now  distinct;  it  is  equally  probable 
that  they  are  a  distinct  family  more  closely  related  to  the  primitive  an¬ 
cestor  of  the  Coleoptera.  Whatever  view  may  be  held  by  science  when 
more  information  is  available,  these  seven  families  are  usefully  aggregat¬ 
ed  in  one  order  and  the  separate  families  are,  as  a  rule,  easy  to  distin¬ 
guish.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  name  Locusta  should  have  been  applied 
by  Linnaeus  to  an  insect  that  is  not  sufficiently  close  to  the  “locusts”  to 
be  in  the  same  family ;  the  result  is  that  taking  the  family  name  from  the 
oldest  named  member,  Locustidce  does  not  include  “locusts”  which  are 
Acridiidce.  Entomologists  sometimes  evade  the  difficulty  by  naming 
the  Locustid  family  Phasgonuridce  or  by  transposing  the  names  and  ap¬ 
plying  the  name  Locustidce  to  the  Acridiidce.  Mr.  Kirby  calls  our  Acridi- 
ids,  Locustidce ,  our  Locustids,  Phasgonuridce ,  and  our  Gryllids,  Achetidce. 

The  more  important  papers  are  the  following  : — 

Stal,  Recensio  Orthopterorum  (1873),  Brunner,  Revision  du  Sys- 
teme  des  Orthopteres  (1893).  Walker — Catalogue  of  Dermaptera  Sal- 
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tatoria  (1869-1871).  Bolivar- — Orthopteres  de  St.  Joseph's  College  (Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.  Fiance.  1897,  p.  282 ;  1899,  p.  761 ;  1901,  p.  580). 

FoRFicuLiDiE. — Earwigs . 

Slender  insects ,  the  forewings  short  and  covering  the  hindwings ,  which 
are  large  and  radially  folded  ;  the  abdomen  terminates  in  a 
fair  of  processes  formed  like  forceps . 


Fig.  5— An  earwig  with  expanded  wings. 

The  earwigs  are  medium-sized  insects,  rarely  exceeding  half  an  inch 
in  length,  rarely  less  than  one  quarter  of  an  inch.  The  forceps  at  the 
extremity  of  the  abdomen  is  characteristic  of  the  family  and  while  very 
diverse  in  form,  is  at  once  recognizable.  There  is  a  superficial  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  Staphylinid  beetles  but  the  latter  never  have  forceps.  The 
colours  are  sombre,  black,  brown  and  chestnut  predominating;  none 
are  brightly  coloured  but  all  have  the  dull  colour  of  insects  that  live  in 
concealment  or  on  the  surface  of  the  soil. 

The  head  and  body  are  somewhat  flattened,  the  legs  of  moderate 
length,  adapted  to  running  swiftly  on  the  surface  of  the  soil.  The  an¬ 
tennas  are  about  half  the  length  •  of  the  body,  composed  of  a  number  of 
iil  4 
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almost  moniliform  joints.  The  mouthparts  are  of  the mandibulate  type, 
the  mandibles  formed  for  crushing  the  food,  the  labium  and  maxillae  for 
further  mastication  of  the  crushed  food.  The  labial  and  maxillary 
pulps  are  apparently  tactile  organs,  used  to  determine  the  nature  of  the 
food.  The  compound  eyes  are  large  with  many  facets;  the  thorax  is 
of  moderate  size,  its  parts  little  coadapted ;  the  upper  wings  ( tegmina ) 
are  short  and  thickened,  rarely  covering  more  than  the  base  of  the  ab¬ 
domen.  The  lower  wings  fold  into  small  compass,  but  are  large,  round, 
with  short  radial  ribs,  the  outer  part  folding  back  on  the  basal,  the  basal 
folding  radially  as  a  fan  does ;  this  wing  is  a  beautiful  structure,  which 
can  be  opened  with  care  and  in  which  the  method  of  closing  is  more  com¬ 
plex  than  in  the  wings  of  any  other  insect.  The  abdomen  is  often 
broader  than  the  rest  of  the  body,  the  segments  imbricate,  terminating 
in  the  forceps  which  are  in  some  species  half  the  length  of  the  whole  body. 
These  forceps  vary  immensely  in  size  and  structure  in  different  species 
and  are  not  constant  in  length  even  in  the  same  sex  of  some  species. 
Those  of  the  male  are  commonly  larger;  bilateral  symmetry  is  not 
always  preserved,  and  in  a  few,  one  limb  crosses  the  other.  The  sexes 
are  similar  in  general  appearance ;  the  male,  however,  having  a  greater 
number  (nine)  of  visible  ventral  segments,  the  female  having  only 
seven.  There  are  wingless  forms,  also  some  in  which  the  tegmina  are 
reduced  to  functionless  lobes.  These  species  resemble  the  young  of 
winged  species,  but  the  latter  have  a  softer  integument,  less  developed 
forceps  and  a  smaller  number  of  joints  in  the  antennae. 

Little  is  known  of  the  life  history  and  habits  of  Indian  earwigs, 
though  that  little  agrees  with  what  is  known  of  the  family  elsewhere.  Of 
these  insects,  as  a  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  round  white  eggs  are 
laid  in  a  mass  in  the  ground  or  in  shelter,  the  female  in  some  cases  re¬ 
maining  with  them  until  they  hatch.  The  young  are  white  at  first  and 
while  similar  in  general  form  to  the  adults  are  likely  to  be  mistaken  for 
Thysanura.  The  transformation  is  a  gradual  one,  the  number  of  moults 
not  being  known.  The  following  account  from  Cuvier’s  Natural  History 
relates  to  Forficula  auricularia ,  Linn,  the  European  Earwig : — 

“This  curious  insect,”  observes  Mr.  Kirby,  “so  unjustly  traduced 
by  vulgar  prejudice — as  if  the  Creator  had  willed  that  the  insect  world 
should  combine  within  itself  examples  of  all  that  is  most  remarkable  in 
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every  other  department  in  nature — still  more  nearly  approaches  the 
habits  of  the  hen  in  the  care  of  her  family — she  absolutely  sets  upon  her 
eggs,  as  if  to  hatch  them — a  fact  which  Frisch  appears  first  to  have  no¬ 
ticed — and  guards  them  with  the  greatest  care.  Degeer,  having  found 
an  earwig  thus  occupied,  removed  her  into  a  box  where  there  was  some 
earth,  and  scattered  the  eggs  in  all  directions.  She  soon,  however,  col¬ 
lected  them,  one  by  one,  with  her  jaws,  into  a  heap,  and  assiduously  sat 
upon  them  as  before.  The  young  ones  which  resemble  the  parent,  ex¬ 
cept  in  wanting  elytra  and  wings,  and,  strange  to  say,  are,  as  soon  as 
born,  larger  than  the  eggs  which  contained  them,  immediately  upon 
being  hatched,  creep  like  a  brood  of  chickens  under  the  belly  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  who  very  quietly  suffers  them  to  push  between  her  feet  and  will 
often,  as  Degeer  found,  sit  over  them  in  this  posture  for  some  hours. 
This  remarkable  fact  I  have  myself  witnessed,  having  found  an  earwig 
under  a  stone  which  accidentally  turned  over,  setting  upon  a  cluster 
of  young  ones,  just  as  this  celebrated  naturalist  has  described.” 

Diplatys  longisetosa,  Westw.  has  a  remark¬ 
able  nymph  (fig.  6),  in  which  the  abdomen 
terminates  in  a  pair  of  long  many- join  ted  pro¬ 
cesses,  of  which  the  basal  joint,  at  the  final 
moult,  is  transformed  into  the  forceps  (Green, 
Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1898,  p.  381  [Dys- 
critina]  ). 

Equally  little  is  recorded  or  known  of  the 
food  of  earwigs.  Apparently  it  consists  of  decay¬ 
ing  vegetable  matter,  of  pollen,  of  the  sap  of 
plants  and  possibly  often  of  small  insects  or  other 
small  forms  of  animal  life.  Earwigs  are  found  in 
decaying  trees,  under  bark,  among  rotting  vege¬ 
tation  and  the  deposit  of  leaves  under  trees,  under 
stones,  in  flowers,  in  the  tangled  roots  of  plants 
(e.g.,  sugarcane),  and  in  other  similar  situations; 
they  hide  away  and  live  principally  under 
shelter  in  damp  places.  Their  form  is  adapted 
to  running  quickly  and  easily  among  leaves, 
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grass,  roots?  etc.,  and  flight  is  but  rarely  utilised. 
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Lahidura  lividipes  and  L.  riparia,  fly  at  night  and  come  frequently  to 
light,  the  only  F orficulids  observed  to  have  this  habit.  They  are  not 
formed  for  actual  burrowing,  but  are  part  of  the  Fauna  of  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  as  are  the  Carabidce ,  Blattidce,  Tenebrionidce ,  Lygceidce ,  etc. ; 
less  is  known  of  this  “  surface  fauna”  than  of  any  other,  from  the  great 
difficulty  of  observation.  The  function  of  the  forceps  is  a  mystery  that 
will  be  cleared  up  only  when  their  food-habits  and  general  life  are 
better  understood.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  forceps,  though 
not  actual  weapons  of  defence,  appear  as  such  and  give  the  insect  a  more 
formidable  appearance  which  protects  them  against  the  enemies  that 
occur  in  their  habitat;  a  few  species  can  actually  use  their  forceps  as 
feeble  pinching  organs  and  the  power  to  do  so  may  have  been  more 
fully  developed  in  the  more  primitive  species;  there  is  also  some 
reason  to  believe  that  the  forceps  are  useful  in  carrying  out  the  rather 
complex  folding  of  the  hind  wing ;  neither  explanation  is  a  satisfactory 
one. 

Earwigs  are  most  active  in  the  rains  and  damp  weather,  being  de¬ 
pendent  upon  moderately  damp  conditions  ;  in  irrigated  lands  they  are 
active  throughout  the  year  except  when  cold  drives  them  to  hibernation 
in  shelter,  as  happens  in  colder  parts  of  the  plains.  There  appear  to  be 
no  definite  seasons  for  reproduction,  and  individuals  of  different  ages 
may  be  found  at  any  time.  None  are  recorded  as  pests  in  India,  though 
they  are  often  believed  to  be  injurious  owing  to  their  habit  of  coming 
to  wounded  tissues  of  plants  to  obtain  sap  ;  they  are  thus  found  under 
very  compromising  conditions,  but  investigation  has  shown  that  the  in¬ 
jury  was  caused  by  other  insects,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  can  be  regarded  as  pests.  A  few  are  constant  frequenters  of  the 
sea-shore  and  are  found  almost  throughout  the  world  among  the  sea¬ 
weed  and  debris  thrown  up  on  the  beach. 

Earwigs  are  found  throughout  the  temperate  and  tropical  parts  of 
the  globe  ;  they  are  less  common  in  India  than  in  other  countries,  but  a 
fair  number  of  species  are  already  known  from  India.  They  do  not  fall 
into  well-marked  sub-families  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  distinct  and 
fairly  homogeneous  family.  Bormans  and  Krauss  describe  76  species 
from  India  including  Burmah,  the  majority  being  Burmese  species. 
Kirby’s  catalogue  gives  only  48  as  Indian,  and  more  have  been  described 
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from  India  by  Burr;  this  does  not  include  species  found  in  Ceylon  only. 
The  number  of  known  species  will  be  increased  when  more  attention  is 
paid  to  this  group  in  India,  and  some  of  the  commonest  species  have 
been  found  to  be  undescribed.  The  student  should  consult  Burr’s 
paper  on  Ceylon  F orficulidse  (Jour.  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XIV,  59), 
his  papers  on  Indian  species  (Jour.  Asiat.  Soc.  Bengal,  1905,  p.  2/  , 
and  1906,  p.  387) ;  and  his  revision  of  part  of  the  family  (Trans.  Ent. 
Soc.,  London,  1907,  p.  91). 

Diplatys  is  represented  by  several  sub-tropical  species  ;  D.  longi - 
setosa ,  Wesfcw.  is  marked  by  the  long  multi- articulate  setae  of  the  nymph, 

the  basal  joint  of  which  is  stated  to  be¬ 
come  the  forceps  of  the  adult.  Ford - 
pula  has  three  species  in  India ;  Labidura 
is  represented  by  several  species.  L. 
riparia ,  Pall.  L.  bengalensis ,  Dohrn.  (fig.  7), 
and  L.  lividipes  Duf.  are  common  in  grass 
and  are  obtainable  in  numbers  when  a 
grass  lawn  is  flooded  with  water.  An- 
isolabis  maritima,  Gene,  is  a  world-wide 
species,  found  in  sea-weed  on  the  beach. 
A.  annulipes,  Luc.  is  a  wingless  species, 
found  abundantly  in  the  plains  on  the 
soil.  Labia  minor ,  L.,  is  a  common  insect 
not  only  in  Asia  but  in  Europe,  Africa 
and  America,  found  in  flowers  and  on 
plants,  rarely  seen  on  the  wing  by  day. 
Chelisoches  is  represented  by  nine  species, 
Fig.  7— Labidura  bengalensis.  C.  morio ,  Fabr.  being  spread  over 

the  coasts  of  the  South  Pacific  and 
Indian  Oceans.  C.  melanocephalus ,  Dohrn.  has  been  found  commonly 
in  sugarcane  roots  and  also  in  the  tunnels  of  the  borer  caterpillars  in 
the  cane.  Apterygida  gravidula,  Gerst.  is  widespread  and  there  are 
other  species  of  this  genus.  Several  species  of  Forficula  are  recorded, 
though  the  widespread  F.  auricularia ,  L.,  the  common  earwig  of 
Europe,  has  not  been  found. 

Collecting. — Earwigs  will  be  found  only  by  patient  search  if  they  are 
to  be  specially  collected.  In  the  course  of  general  collecting  one  finds 
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them  in  flowers,  under  stones,  among  decaying  vegetation  and  fallen 
leaves,  among  debris  on  the  beach.  Some  are  found  in  houses,  especially 
in  damp  places,  such  as  bathrooms  in  the  hot  weather  ;  others  will  be 
found  at  the  roots  of  plants  in  the  cold  weather.  Many  come  to  sap, 
or  are  found  in  bored  canes  or  in  other  situations  where  the  sap  of  a 
plant  is  exposed.  A  few  come  to  light,  but  this  is  rarely  a  useful  me¬ 
thod  of  collecting  them.  When  caught,  they  should  be  killed  in  a 
cyanide  or  B.  C.  bottle  and  pinned  through  the  right  wingcase.  Care 
is  needed  to  open  the  left  lower  wing,  though  this  is  not  usually 
necessary. 


WHERE  INSECTS  LIVE. 

Insects  are  small  creatures  and  very  abundant;  where  are  they  all? 
At  some  times  in  the  year  one  can  easily  gather  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  insects  within  one  day  over  a  space  of,  say  a  few  acres;  at 
another  time  there  would  not  appear  to  be  an  insect  obtainable  in  that 
space  and  yet  the  insects  must  be  somewhere.  It  is  when  one  comes  to 
try  to  answer  this  question  that  one  realizes  the  absolute  truth  of  the 
statement  that  insects  are  to  be  found  everywhere  on  the  surface  of  the 
earth  within  a  narrow  zone  which  includes  20  feet  of  the  solid  soil,  the 
vegetation  that  stretches  up  from  the  soil  for  some  100  feet,  and  to  a 
slight  extent  the  air  above.  Excepting  for  the  moment  the  artificial 
erections  of  man,  we  are  not  far  from  the  truth  in  saying  that  this  zone 
is  very  completely  occupied  by  insect  life  in  some  form  or  other.  It  may 
be  hoped  that  light  will  be  thrown  on  this  point  some  day  by  the  very 
careful  investigation  of  the  fauna  of,  say  one  square  mile  of  the  earth’s 
surface,  including  this  zone  we  speak  of,  covering  average  areas  of  fallow, 
crop,  grass  land,  bush,  jungle  and  forest.  The  number  of  actual  living 
insects  in  some  form  or  other  will  be  surprising.  Commencing,  say  20 
feet  down,  there  are  the  deeply  burrowing  insects,  the  termites,  the  dung 
beetles,  the  Cicadid  nymphs,  and  the  crickets  ;  within  six  feet  of  the  sur¬ 
face  we  come  to  the  insects  that  burrow,  but  do  not  go  so  deep ;  the  ants 
are  conspicuous  examples,  as  are  all  the  above-mentioned  insects  which 
cannot  go  deep  in  some  soils;  Scarab aeid  grubs  are  near  the  surface,  as 
are  Tipulid  maggots,  Cicindelid  grubs  ;  nearer  still  to  the  surface  are 
the  surface  crickets  which  only  make  tunnels  as  shelters,  the  many 
digger  wasps  and  other  boring  Aculeates,  the  burrows  of  some  Carabids, 
such  as  Anthia ;  quite  near  the  surface  our  fauna  might  be  immense  if  we 
dug  in  winter,  as  we  should  find  the  countless  pupae  of  the  hibernating 
beetles,  of  moths,  of  Diptera  ;  we  should  also  find  the  many  adults 
which  seek  shelter  there,  as  well  as  abundant  egg  masses  and  many 
half-grown  larvae  not  yet  ready  to  pupate.  At  any  season  there 
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would  be  many  such,  not  hibernating,  but  pupating  or  feeding  or  in  the 
egg  stage.  The  fauna  of  these  few  inches  would  be  of  great  interest, 
and  we  venture  to  assert  that,  in  India  at  least,  much  light  would  be 
thrown  on  many  insects’  life-histories  were  it  better  known.  Coming 
to  the  actual  surface  a  large  fauna  would  reward  us  where  any  fallen 
leaves  and  the  like  offered  shelter  and  food  ;  we  have  referred  often  to 
this  fauna,  a  very  extensive  medley  of  black  and  dark  brown  insects, 
such  as  Earwigs,  Cockchafers,  Embiids,  Carabids,  Staphylinids,  Clavi- 
cornia  of  many  families,  Tenebrionid  and  other  beetles,  as  well  as  the 
Cydnine  division  of  the  Pentatomidse,  the  Lygseidse,  the  Keduviids  and 
the  Capsids  ;  besides  these  there  are  the  abundant  larva)  of  beetles,  of 
Diptera.  a  few  of  Lepidoptera,  probably  outnumbering  all  the  remain¬ 
der  and  teeming  in  favourite  places.  A  square  foot  of  good  soil  covered 
in  leaf  mould  offers  a  great  variety  anywhere,  and  it  is  only  on  very  dry 
or  hard  soil  that  one  can  anywhere  find  a  square  foot  unoccupied  and 
usually  no  square  inch.  This  little  part  of  our  zone  is  one  centre,  the 
home  of  the  light-shunning  surface  fauna  which  works  at  night  and  which 
makes  up  so  large  and  so  unknown  a  portion  of  the  fauna.  It  may  be 
noted  that  this  part  of  our  fauna  is  probably  far  less  important  in  sub¬ 
tropical  India  than  it  is  in  tropical  India,  the  surface  fauna  in  the  former 
being  comparatively  small.  Above  that  we  are  on  surer  ground  and  the 
variety  is  not  so  confusing  ;  for  each  part  of  our  plants  will  have  their 
own  fauna  ;  the  stems  contain  borers,  the  Buprestids,  Cerambycids, 
Pyralids,  Cossids  and  the  like;  the  bark  shelters  multitudes  if  it  is 
at  all  loose  or  decomposing  and  here  again  is  a  centre  of  activity, 
nor  rivalling  our  chief  centre  but  very  important  and  crowded ; 
even  the  outside  of  our  stems  and  trunks  has  cocoons  and  such  like,  as 
well  as  a  whole  fauna  of  its  own  in  the  case  of  a  large  tree  round  which 
debris  collects.  No  one  has  ever  described  the  fauna  of  the  heap  of  de¬ 
caying  leaves,  bark,  etc.,  found  round  the  base  of  the  trunk  of  a  large 
pipal,  for  instance,  which  is  the  home  of  numberless  insects,  the  resting 
place  of  pupse,  the  place  of  deposition  of  eggs.  Our  low  plants  have  their 
own  fauna,  a  very  large  one  too,  of  herbivorous  caterpillars,  of  leafmining 
Diptera,  Coleoptera  and  Microlepidoptera,  of  gall  insects,  of  the  seed- 
eating  species  of  caterpillars,  of  the  sucking  bugs  and  aphids  ;  apart  from 
the  plant,  the  two  feet  or  so  of  air„space  round  the  plants  teems  with  the 
active  flying  forms,  with  bees  and  wasps,  with  butterflies  and  beetles, 
with  flies  and  grasshoppers,  all  the  lives  that  lives  on  and  round  and  among 
low  plants.  It  is  this  fauna  which  is,  in  moist  sub-tropical  India,  with 
its  immense  flora,  so  extensive  and  which  is  of  much  greater  relative  im¬ 
portance  in  this  zone  than  it  is  in  tropical  India.  A  reduplication  of  this 
fauna  is  found  higher  up,  in  or  among  the  taller  forms  of  vegetation, 
such  as  bamboos  and  grasses  and  to  a  large  extent  this  fauna  is  quite  dis¬ 
tinct  if,  as  is  true,  human  beings  live  wholly  in  the  six  feet  of  air  space 
lying  immediately  over  the  soil,  so  also  insects  are  largely  restricted  each 
to  its  particular  zone,  and  we  believe  there  is  a  very  distinct  and  peculiar 
fauna  of  the  air  at  the  tree  levels  ;  the  dancing  insects  that  may  be  seen 
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in  such  myriads  on  a  clear  still  day  are  certainly  peculiar,  and  it  is  at 
least  probable  that  a  number  never  come,  in  this  form,  within  our  ken, 
but  remain  at  higher  levels  ;  then  too  no  one  knows  what  insects  are 
found  in  the  air  above  the  trees  or  how  far  this  zone  extends  ;  what  do 
swallows  get  when  they  are  hawking  high  up,  far  above  the  trees  ?  Ait- 
ken  speaks  of  a  butterfly  (M elanitis  ismene)  soaring  far  above  into  the 
air  and  no  one  knows  what  countless  forms  of  winged  insects  may  not  go 
to  these  levels  as  soon  as  they  emerge.  There  must  be  a  limit  to  this 
zone,  but  we  would  hesitate  where  to  put  it  unless,  for  the  plains,  we  give 
an  outside  limit  of,  say  3,000  feet.  When  the  day  of  flying  machines- 
dawns  we  shall  certainly  find  insects  of  interesting  kinds  above  the  trees, 
and  we  should  like  to  see  ‘ 4  kite  ’  ’  nets  employed  to  investigate  the 
fauna. 

It  is  perhaps  not  unprofitable  to  consider,  in  the  light  of  the  above 
remarks,  how  little  of  our  insect  world  we  probably  know  or  attempt 
to  know.  In  this  country,  progress  beyond  the  stage  of  classifying  and 
naming  the  insects  most  easily  got  has  scarcely  been  made  at  all  and  this 
must  come  first ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  only  insects  that  have  been 
found,  named  and  placed  in  Museums  are  those  which  fly  by  day,  or 
which  live  on  bushes,  etc.,  above  ground,  or  which  come  to  light.  A 
great  number  of  insects  come  to  light,  notably  perhaps  a  part  of  the 
‘  'surface  soil  fauna”  and  other  retiring  insects;  but  we  do  not  know  that 
there  are  not  hordes  which  never  come  to  light,  which  are  never  seen, 
and  of  which  we  are  quite  ignorant.  This  is  true  probably  of  all  countries 
and  the  fauna  of  the  soil,  except  as  regards  the  large  forms,  is  extremely 
little  known  even  where  naturalists  andj  collectors  abound.  (The  same 
is  to  some  extent  true  of  freshwater.)  How  much  more  will  this  not  be 
the  case  with  the  tropics,  especially  with  the  drier  parts  where  much  of 
the  fauna  is  known  to  go  to  the  soil.  We  know  from  experiment  that 
many  species  go  to  the  surface  soil  to  spend  the  hot  weather  ;  but  there 
are  no  records  that  they  were  ever  found  there  ;  put  out  a  light  trap  on  a 
still  moist  evening  during  the  monsoon  and  see  the  countless  insects 
that  come  and  the  number  of  kinds ;  very  many  are  never  found  in  any 
other  way,  yet  they  and  how  many  more,  must  be  hidden  somewhere. 


Blattid^e. — Cockroaches, 

Flattened  insects,  the  large  forewings  lying  flat  on  the  abdomen, 
completely  covering  the  hindwings.  Coxce  large  and  covering 
the  lower  surface  of  the  thorax.  The  head 
turned  down  and  hidden  from  above. 

Cockroaches  have  a  very  characteristic  general  appearance  and  are 
usually  recognizable  at  sight ;  they  include  small  fragile  insects  of  a 
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quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  to  larger  robust  forms  which  measure  nearly 
two  inches.  They  are  coloured  in  sombre  sheds  of  brown  and  black, 
only  a  few  species  with  conspicuous  bands  or  spots  of  yellow  or  orange 
which  may  constitute  a  degree  of  warning  coloration  and  are  usually 
found  in  the  diurnal  species  living  to  some  extent  exposed.  The  an¬ 
tennae  are  long  and  filiform,  functioning  as  delicate  sense  organs  ;  the 
mouth-parts  are  of  the  non-predaceous  biting  type,  the  mandibles  short 
and  massive,  the  labial  and  maxillary  palpi  well  developed.  The  body 
is  generally  soft,  the  chitinous  plates  of  the  integument  not  firmly  united 
and  the  chitin  usually  less  thick  than  in  other  insects.  The  flattened 

body  and  slippery  surface 
enable  the  insect  to  hide 
in  crevices  and  render  it 
more  difficult  to  capture. 
The  abdomen  terminates 
in  a  pair  of  short  jointed 
cerci,  whose  precise  func¬ 
tion  is  not  known.  The 
legs  are  long,  thickly 
spined  and  formed  for 
quick  running  ;  the  first 
pair  are  reduced  in  some 
species.  (Fig.  8.)  Males 
and  females  are  generally 
similar  in  appearance,  the 
former  in  some  instances 
with  a  pair  of  slender 
stvles  at  the  genital  open- 

Fig.  8  — POLYPHAGA  jEGYPTIACA.  . 

From  below.  ing.  In  several  species  the 

wings  and  tegnima  are  absent  or  only  imperfectly  developed,  this  being 
correlated  with  the  general  disuse  of  the  wings  throughout  the  family. 
It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  the  wingless  adult  from  a  nymph  of  a  winged 
form  ;  the  presence  of  lobes  at  the  hind  angles  of  the  mesonotum  and 
metanotum  shows  the  insect  to  be  a  nymph  of  a  winged  species,  in  most 
cases. 

The  life-history  of  all  known  species  agrees  in  the  general  features. 
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Eggs  are  laid  in  the  forms  of  a  capsule,  (fig.  9)  a  brown  hard  structure 
of  characteristic  form  containing  a  considerable  number  of  eggs.  In 
Periplaneta  americana,  out  of  seven  egg- capsules,  four  contained  16 
eggs,  two  contained  18  and  one  only  12.  Each  capsule  consists  of  a 


Fig.  9.— Styloygia  rhqmbifolia. 

Adult  female  and  egg-case. 

double  row  of  cigar-shaped  eggs,  surrounded  by  a  chitinous  coating 
which  is  joined  by  a  wavy  line  which  runs  along  the  one  end  of  the 
rows  of  eggs  ;  when  the  eggs  hatch,  this  line  opens,  allowing  the  young 
emerge.  It  is  probable  that  the  expansion  of  the  eggs  before  hatching, 
a  common  phenomenon,  is  the  cause  of  the  opening  of  the  egg-capsule, 
but  it  is  also  stated  that  the  cement  joining  the  edges  is  softened  by  a 
fluid  secreted  by  the  embryo  just  before  hatching.  The  egg-capsule 
is  not  always  deposited  by  the  female  as  soon  as  formed,  but  is  in  some 
species  carried  in  the  oviduct  almost  until  hatching  ;  in  a  few  foreign 
species  this  habit  is  carried  to  the  extreme,  and  the  eggs  are  carried  till 
the  young  hatch.  An  egg  cluster  of  Periplaneta  americana  laid  on  the 
2nd  July,  hatched  on  27th  July  and  the  nymphs  were  only  half-grown  at 
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the  end  of  the  following  April.  The  young  which  emerge  from  the  egg- 
capsule  are  in  general  form  similar  to  the  adult,  the  skin  softer,  the 
antennae  and  cerci  with  fewer  joints,  the  wings  absent.  The  number  of 
moults  is  not  known  ;  in  captivity,  development  is  slow,  the  common 
household  species  ( Periplaneta  americana ),  requiring  several  months  to 
come  to  maturity.  There  is  reason  to  believe  this  is  the  case  also  with 
the  free-living  species,  and  since  the  possession  of  wings  is  usually  a 
matter  of  slight  importance  and  the  habits  remain  unchanged,  there 
would  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  for  quick  iiymphal  development. 
The  total  length  of  the  life  history  is  not  known,  but  the  imaginal,  like 
the  nymphal,  life  is  probably  comparatively  long. 

In  all  stages,  cockroaches  are  found  amongst  fallen  leaves,  on  the 
surface  of  the  soil,  under  stones,  in  thick  grass,  and  on  trees  and  plants. 
The  majority  are  nocturnal,  living  in  concealment  on  the  surface  of  the 
soil  and  forming  a  part  of  the  large  ‘‘surface  fauna.”  The  tree  and 
bush  species  are  diurnal  in  habit.  A  few  are  household  insects  living  in 
buildings  and  these  are  undoubtedly  wild  free-living  species  which  have 
migrated  into  man’s  dwellings.  The  food  consists  of  dead  animal  and 
vegetable  matter;  these  insects  are  “scavengers”  and  none  is  known 
to  feed  on  living  plant  tissue  or  to  attack  living  insects.  Plant  sap,  de¬ 
caying  plant  tissue,  dead  insects  and  the  like  probably  represents  the 
food  of  the  free-living  species.  The  household  species  have  the  same 
food-habits,  a  great  variety  of  animal  and  vegetable  substances  forming 
their  food  while  their  dead  brethren  are  freely  eaten  when  hunger 
presses.  Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  activities  of  Indian  species  during 
the  different  seasons.  Hibernation,  where  necessary,  is  apparently  pass¬ 
ed  in  any  stage  and  there  appear  to  be  no  special  ‘  ‘seasons’  ’  when 
cockroaches  breed.  Excessive  cold,  excessive  heat,  drought  or  hunger 
cause  a  cessation  of  reproduction,  development  and  activity  but  no 
definite  seasons  have  been  made  out.  No  species  is  known  as  a  pest, 
though  those  which  live  in  houses  are  objectionable  and  destructive. 

Since  these  insects  are  dependent  upon  crumbs,  scraps,  and  access  to 
human  food,  cleanliness  and  care  should  prevent  them  thriving.  Where 
they  are  abundant,  the  simplest  precaution  is  the  use  of  borax,  mixed 
with  double  its  weight  of  syrup,  as  a  poison  ;  many  ingenious  traps  are 
also  useful  when  baited  with  intoxicating  liquor.  The  principal  check 
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on  cockroaches  are  egg-parasites  ;  the  ichneumons  of  the  genus  Evania 
lay  their  eggs  in  the  egg  capsules  of  cockroaches  and  the  household 
species  are  not  exempt  from  attack.  Field  cockroaches  are  attacked  by 
fossorial  wasps  of  the  genus  Ampulex,  which  sting  them,  deposit  them 
in  holes  or  crevices  and  lay  an  egg  on  them.  The  unpleasant  odour  of 
the  household  cockroaches  is  probably  protective  and  is  due  to  the  se¬ 
cretion  of  liquid  from  glands  placed  between  the  5th  and  6th  abdominal 
segments.  (Minchin,  Q.  J.  M.  S.,  XXIX.) 

It  is  known  that  cockroaches  contain  internal  parasites  belonging 
to  the  Gregarine  division  of  the  Protozoa,  as  well  as  parasitic  bacteria, 
Nematodes  ( Oxyuris ),  Hair  worms  ( Gordius )  and  a  Filaria.  It  is  also 
probable  that  the  large  centipedes  which  enter  houses  in  India  are 

seeking  blattids.  Rats  also  feed  on 
cockroaches. 

The  family  is  a  comparatively  large 
one,  with  many  described  species, 
occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  globe. 
The  majority  of  the  Indian  species 
are  described  by  Brunner  and  Bolivar. 

Kirby’ s  recent  catalogue  of  the  fami¬ 
ly  lists  123  Indian  species,  which 
probably  include  the  majority  of  the 
larger  forms.  The  family  is  being 
listed  by  R.  Shelf ord  in  Genera  In- 
sectorum ;  it  is  divided  into  eleven 
tribes  by  Brunner,  but  it  is  unneces¬ 
sary  to  consider  these  in  this  place. 

Phyllodromia  (Blatta)  germanica,  Linn. 

Fig.  10— Phyllodromia  humber-  „  n 

ti  an  a.  x  2§.  is  one  of  the  common  small  species 

found  in  houses  in  India  and  now  cosmopolitan,  probably  introduced 
to  India  from  Europe.  P.  humbertiana ,  Sauss.  (cognata)  (fig.  10)  is  a 
small  brown  species,  the  prothorax  marked  with  black  and  light  brown. 
It  is  perhaps  the  most  common  field  species,  found  among  decaying 
vegetation  and  also  on  trees  ;  its  eggs  are  laid  on  the  leaves  and  bark  of 
trees.  On  the  soil  is  its  wingless  nymph,  a  small  black  insect  with  me¬ 
dian  and  lateral  light  stripes.  Phyllodromia  suppellectilium ,  Serv.,  is 
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the  small  household  species,  common  throughout  the  tropics ;  it  is 
winged,  of  a  brown  colour  with  varied  dark  markings. 

Stylopyga  (Blatta)  orientaiis,  Linn,  is  a  widespread  species,  believed 
to  have  been  introduced  to  Europe  from  tropical  Asia  and  now  carried 

over  the  world  in  ships.  It  is  a  dark 
coloured  insect  of  a  length  of  a  little 
over  an  inch ;  the  tegmina  do  not 
reach  to  the  apex  of  the  abdomen 
and  cover  only  the  basal  five 

segments.  The  males  alone  are 
winged.  The  development  in  Europe 
is  stated  to  occupy  as  much  as 
four  years,  the  duration  of  each 
instar  being  very  long.  Stylopyga 
rhombifolia,  Stoll,  (fig.  9)  is  a  larger 
Fig.  11— Periplaneta  Australasia:.  wjngiess  form,  brown,  with  varied 

yellow  markings,  found  also  in  houses.  This  is  the  most  common 
household  species  next  to  the  large  winged  Periplaneta  australasice ,  F. 
Periplaneta  includes  the  two  large  cockroaches  so  common  in  houses 
and  on  board  ships.  Both  are  winged,  red  brown  with  lighter  markings 
on  the  pro  thorax.  P.  australasice ,  Fabr.  (fig.  11)  is  smaller  than  P‘ 
americana ,  Linn,  the  prothorax  more  wholly  dark.  The  latter  has  the 
startling  habit  of  flying  about  in  the  house  before  rain  falls  and  is 
accounted  a  reliable  weather  prophet.  This  habit  is  possibly  a  relic 
of  the  instinct  of  its  original  free-living  ancestor,  which  flew  up  into 
safety  before  the  fall  of  heavy  rain.  Rhyparobia  maderce,  Fabr.  is  a 
cosmopolitan  species,  carried  over  the  world  by  commerce.  Leucophcea 
surinamensis ,  Linn,  is  a  smaller  thickset  insect,  the  prothorax  black, 
the  tegmina  brown  ;  it  is  common  in  the  open  and  is  widespread  over 
the  tropics.  Panesthia  regalis ,  Wlk.  is  a  peculiarly  striking  species, 
black  with  a  broad  band  of  orange  across  the  tegmina.  It  is  one  of 
the  rarer  plains’  species.  Corydia  petiveriana ,  Linn,  is  a  beautiful 
cockroach  of  South  India,  the  tegmina  having  large  white  spots.  Hete- 
rogamia  (Polyphaga)  indica,  Wlk.  resembles  a  large  round  woodlouse, 
wingless  and  nearly  circular  in  outline. 

Collecting. — Cockroaches  are  found  by  searching  under  stones, 
among  fallen  leaves,  on  herbage  and  bushes,  on  the  bark  of  trees,  and 
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among  the  debris  that  accumulates  at  the  foot  of  the  trunk  of  a  large 
tree.  The  smaller  ones  are  found  also  in  thick  (doab)  grass  in  the  hot 
weather.  Syrup  or  fruit  juice  smeared  on  the  bark  of  trees  is  a  good 
bait  but  unless  this  is  alcoholised,  it  must  be  examined  soon  after  dark ; 
if  strongly  alcoholised  the  insects  get  drunk  and  may  be  found  at  any 
time  in  the  night  till  dawn.  A  few  species  are  attracted  by  light.  When 
caught  and  killed,  they  should  be  pinned  through  the  right  tegmen  near 
the  base,  the  legs  and  antennae  set.  Rearing  is  slow  and  difficult ;  the 
right  conditions  of  moisture  and  food  must  be  given  with  plenty  of 
shelter  and  space. 


COSMOPOLITAN  INSECTS. 

A  considerable  number  of  insects  have  been  carried  by  man  from 
one  country  to  another  and  have  succeeded  in  establishing  themselves 
not  in  one  country  only  but  in  a  large  number  of  countries  ;  the  spread 
of  these  insects  is  continuing  and  they  will  in  time  be  world  wide. 
These  species  are  to  a  large  extent  those  which  can  live  in  houses,  or 
which  infest  grain  and  other  merchandise,  or  which  have  been  carried 
on  living  animals  and  plants.  Naturally  the  household  and  grain 
insects  predominate,  since  commerce  is  carried  on  between  large  cities 
in  which  these  insects  thrive,  whereas  those  infesting  plants  have  not  the 
same  chance  of  surviving  in  all  cases.  Many  of  our  common  house¬ 
hold  insects  are  cosmopolitan  ;  the  common  silver  fish  of  houses  is 
now  widespread  and  will  become  more  so  ;  the  Cockroaches,  Stylopyga 
orientalis ,  Periplaneta  americana  and  P.  australasice,  Rhyparobia 
maderce  and  Leucophcea  surinamensis,  are  common  in  India  as  else¬ 
where  ;  with  them  have  gone  their  parasite  Evania  appendigaster ,  now 
a  common  insect  and  met  with  on  board  ship.  It  is  probable  that  our 
household  Psocids  are  also  the  same  as  the  European  though  we  are 
not  aware  that  this  has  yet  been  substantiated.  Ants,  ( e.g .,  Monomo- 
rium)  as  is  well  known,  constantly  come  with  shipments  of  goods  and 
establish  themselves  successfully  in  new  cities. 

A  host  of  beetles  are  cosmopolites.  Hamilton  gives  a  list  of  100 
beetles  which  he  styles  cosmopolite  or  nearly  so  ;  this  refers  more 
especially  to  Europe  and  North  America  and  indicates  how  large  a 
number  of  insects  have  been  carried  by  commerce  and  have  succeeded 
in  establishing  themselves  in  new  countries.  Only  a  small  number 
of  these  appear  to  originate  in  the  East. 

The  following  are  Cosmopolitan  beetles  apparently  found  in  India, 
gome  possibly  originating  there  (indicated  by*). 
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Silvanus  surinamensis . 
Lcemophlceus  ferrugineus. 

„  pusillus. 
Dermestes  vulpinus. 
Carpophilus  hemipterus. 
Trogosita  mauritanica. 
Necrobia  rufipes. 

Necrobia  ruficollis. 
Necrobia  violacea. 
Gibbium  scotias. 


*  Sitodrepa  panicea. 
Dinoderus  pusillus. 
Bruchus  chinensis. 

,,  emarginatus. 

*  Tenebrio  molitor  Linn. 

*  Tribolium  ferrugineum. 

*  ,,  confusum. 

*  Calandra  oryzce. 

*  „  granaria. 
Arcecerus  fasciculatus. 


Among  Lepidoptera  some  of  the  genus  Ephestia  are  constantly  car¬ 
ried  and  are  now  almost  universal ;  so  also  are  such  forms  as  Tinea 
pellionella,  Setomorpha  rutella,  and  other  clothes  moths.  Of  the  flies, 
we  know  of  few  ;  Eristalis  tenax  is  widespread  and  the  common  house¬ 
flies  such  as  Musca  domestica  are  world  wide,  as  are  some  of  the  fleas  ; 
the  cheese  maggot,  Piophila  casei  is  also  carried  in  its  food  and 
establishes  itself  successfully. 

Finally  the  malodorous  bug  Cimex  lectularius  is  sufficiently  familiar. 
The  above  are  all  household  or  grain  pests  and  would  naturally  be 
readily  spread.  Amongst  animal  pests  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  the  fly 
Stomoxys  calcitrans  established  throughout  India,  as  well  as  the  three 
bot  flies  of  the  horse,  cow  and  sheep,  (ticks  also  are  carried).  When 
we  turn  to  plant  parasites,  there  are  fewer  true  cosmopolites  since  the 
vegetation  varies  so  much,  and  since  climatic  conditions  affect  the 
insects  more.  (See  Agric.  Journ.,  India,  III,  No.  3.  “  Introduced 

Insect  Pests.”  )  Many  scale  insects  are  extremely  widespread  and  nume¬ 
rous  species  are  known  to  have  been  carried,  some  reaching  India.  In 
fact,  the  introduction  of  living  plants  is  practically  certain  to  mean  the 
introduction  of  scale  insects  if  precautions  are  not  taken.  We  can 
enumerate  25  species  probably  introduced  to  or  from  India,  and 
we  have  seen  more  than  one  on  consignment  of  plants  from  abroad. 
How  our  Aphids  reached  India  is  not  clear  but  our  worst  are  all  cosmo¬ 
polites  and  have  probably  come  on  plants.  Of  other  insects,  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  hard  to  speak;  a  few  are  cosmopolitan,  such  as  Chloridea 
obsoleta ,  Danais  plexippus ,  Vanessa  cardui,  Hellula  undalis,  Nomophila 
noctuella,  Plutella  maculipennis ,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  are 
spread  by  man  and  this  cosmopolitanism  possibly  antedates  man. 
Phthorimcea  operculella  is  a  widespread  insect  introduced  to  India 
probably  in  recent  years  and  is  the  sole  instance  of  its  class  we  know  of. 

We  have  barely  touched  the  fringe  of  this  subject  as  alone  is  possible 
in  this  place.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  insects  are  carried  by 
man  and  though  India  has  not  suffered  from  this  cause,  as  for  instance, 
America  and  the  West  Indies  have,  yet  when  more  is  known  it  may  be 
found  that  India  has  got  nearly  as  much  as  she  has  given, 
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Mantid^e. — Preying  Mantises. 

The  forelegs  raptorial,  long,  the  femora  and  tibice  spiny. 

The  head  deflexed.  The  prothorax  elongate. 

A  moderately  large  family,  recognizable  by  the  raptorial  forelegs, 
in  which  the  tibia  works  in  opposition  to  the  femur  like  the  blades  of  a 


Fig.  P2— Hierodula  coarctata. 

And  left  cercus. 

scissors  and  both  are  wholly  or  partially  spined.  Where  this  character  is 
insuffic  separate  from  Phasmidce,  the  length  of  the  prothorax  is 

sufficier-t,  rms  oeing  short  in  the  latter  family.  Mantises  are  commonly 
of  large  size  and  include  no  insects  of  less  length  than  half  an  inch  while 
some  attain  to  four  and  even  six  inches.  In  appearance,  these  insects 
are  extremely  striking,  including  some  of  the  most  picturesque  and 
bizarre  forms  of  insect  life.  The  form  and  colour  is  cryptic,  designed  to 
produce  a  resemblance  to  natural  objects  in  their  surroundings  which  is 
extremely  marked.  Many  are  stick-like,  elongate,  coloured  in  tones  of 
brown  and  black  as  is  a  dry  twig  ;  in  these,  the  attitude  assists  the 
decept:  ,  the  creature  poising  itself  on  its  posterior  legs  and  swaying 
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lightly  from  side  to  side  as  if  moved  by  the  breeze.  Others  that  live  in 
grass  are  slender  and  grass  coloured,  either  “dry  grass  colour,  5  ’  green  or 
green  with  the  antennae  and  cerci  coloured  like  the  dry  tips  of  withered 
grass.  Others  are  leaf  green,  living  among  the  leaves  of  bushes  or  are 
the  colour  of  bark  and  are  found  on  tree  trunks.  The  most  striking 
instance  is  the  Orchid  mantis,  Gongylus  gongyloides,  which  is  a  floral  simu¬ 
lator,  the  body  and  wings  so  formed  as  to  suggest  a  flower  when  a  par¬ 
ticular  attitude  is  assumed.  In  this  attitude,  the  lower  surface  suggests 
a  blue  flower,  and  insects  coming  to  it  are  destroyed  by  the  forelegs. 
Williams  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  Lond.,  1904,  p.  125)  states  that  the  upper 
surface  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  simulate  an  orchid  flower,  this  being 
primarily  as  a  means  of  defence  (cryptic),  the  blue  flower  resemblance 
alone  being  used  to  obtain  food.  In  general  the  cryptic  form  and 
colour  serves  the  double  object  of  protecting  the  insect  from  foes  and 
allowing  it  to  be  invisible  to  other  insects  which  it  captures  when  they 
come  within  reach. 

The  antennae  are  filiform,  in  some  short  and  inconspicuous,  in 
others  long.  The  head  is  elongate,  sometimes  produced  at  the  apex,  the 
compound  eyes  are  large,  the  head  very  mobile  and  the  insect  has  a 
curious  habit  of  turning  the  head  to  look  intelligently  .  en  at  a 
human  being  as  if  it  really  saw  it.  The  mouthparts  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  rest  of  the  order,  short  biting  mouthparts,  the  mandibles 
not  elongate  as  in  other  predaceous  insects,  since  the  prey  is  captured 
by  the  forelegs  and  the  jaws  are  solely  for  mastication.  The  prothorax 
is  long,  sometimes  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  body,  and  this  is  ap¬ 
parently  an  adaptation  to  secure  great  mobility  for  the  forelegs  and 
head.  The  forewings  are  of  moderate  size,  thickened,  colo1  red  and 
covering  the  large  folded  hindwings,  which  are  hyaline  often 
coloured.  Wingless  species  occur  but  rarely,  one  or  both  seL^r  ^ 
without  either  tegmina  or  wings.  Wood-Mason  describes  stridulatory 
structures  in  certain  Mantidce ,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  direct  evidence 
that  sounds  are  actually  produced  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  London,  1878, 
p.  263).  The  abdomen  is  often  expanded  in  a  leaf-like  manner  and  is 
carried  in  striking  attitudes  to  aid  the  cryptic  resemblance.  The  abdo¬ 
men  terminates  in  a  pair  of  short  cerci.  The  forelegs  are  beautifully 
formed,  the  tibia  closing  on  to  the  femur  ;  as  both  are  set  with  ;:nes,  an 
insect  caught  in  them  is  firmly  held  and  can  be  brought  up  to  mouth 
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to  be  eaten.  The  tibia  is  sometimes  as  long  as  the  femur,  sometimes 
very  short  and  only  closing  on  the  apex  of  the  femur,  this  portion  of  the 
femur  alone  being  spined,  the  remainder  smooth.  Wood-Mason  des¬ 
cribes  femoral  brushes  used  to  keep  the  eyes  and  ocelli  clean  and  found, 
he  says,  in  the  nymphs  just  hatched  and  in  all  later  stages  (Proc.  Asiat. 
Soc.  Bengal,  1876,  p.  123).  The  posterior  legs  are  long  and  enable  the 
insect  to  run  actively,  as  well  as  to  balance  itself  ready  to  turn  or  to  dart 
forward.  There  are  few  more  striking  insects  than  a  mantis  in  its 
natural  habitat  on  a  plant  waiting  for  food  ;  balanced  on  the  two  pairs  of 
legs,  it  looks  from  side  to  side,  turning  the  head  with  quick  motions  and 
seeming  to  look  intently  from  the  large  eyes  ;  the  antennae  are  active, 
moving  constantly,  the  forelegs  drawn  up  under  the  head  but  ready  to 
dart  out ;  the  creature  is  so  intent,  the  attitude  so  expectant  and  yet 
suggestive  of  cunning  ;  in  an  instant  it  stiffens,  becomes  rigid,  every 
part  still,  the  long  forelegs  extended;  should  its  prey  alight  near,  it 
moves  stealthily,  stalking  it  as  a  cat  does  a  bird,  gradually  drawing  near 


Fig.  13  -Mantid  egg-mass  and  newly  emerged!  nymph, 
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till  its  forelegs  strike  and  the  insect  is  held  securely,  drawn  up  to  the 
mouth  and  devoured. 


Fig.  14— Deiphobe  ocellata. 


The  female  deposits 
her  eggs  in  a  charac¬ 
teristic  large  egg  case, 
(fig.  13)  fixed  to  a 
plant.  The  egg  case 
is  made  of  gummy 
matter  secreted  by  the 
female,  which  comes 
out  as  a  frothy  mass, 
and  sets  hard  in  a  short 
time ;  taking  a  firm 
position  on  the  plant, 
with  head  down  and 
the  tip  of  the  abdomen 
touching  the  plant, 
she  extrudes  a  mass  of 
frothy  gum  and  with 
the  end  of  the  abdomen 
works  it  into  the  shape 
characteristic ;  as  soon 
as  the  base  is  formed 
and  some  amount  of 
gum  used,  eggs  are 
deposited  in  the  midst 
of  the  gum.  The 
emission  of  eggs  and 
gum  continues,  the 
eggs  in  the  middle,  the 
gum  round,  until  the 
whole  egg  mass  is  built 
up,  layer  by  layer, 
when  she  finishes  it 
off  with  gum  and  the 
whole  hardens  to  a 
watertight  obj  ect  firm- 
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ly  secured  to  the  plant.  The  eggs  are  in  regular  rows  inside  the  egg  case 
and  the  whole  mass  will  last  through  the  winter  on  the  plant. 
The  young  mantids  emerge  from  the  egg  almost  simultaneously  and  are 
small  active  insects  often  dark  coloured  and  with  a  general  resemblance 
to  an  ant  (fig.  13).  Shelford  records  the  mimicry  of  the  nymph  of 
Hymenopus  bicornus  for  the  nymph  of  a  Keduviid  bug,  Eulyes  amoena 
(Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London,  1902,  p.  230).  They  are  active  and  lead  an 
active  life  until  they  are  full  grown.  In  general  their  habits  are  not 
those  of  the  parents,  the  young  seeking  small  insects  on  plants  or  on  the 
soil,  and  only  adopting  the  peculiar  habits  of  their  parents  as  they  pro¬ 
gress  towards  maturity.  The  form  and  attitude  of  the  young  is  fre¬ 
quently  very  striking,  though  different  to  that  of  the  adult,  and  there  is 
a  large  field  for  investigation  into  the  habits  and  resemblances  of  these 
nymphs.  All  are  predaceous  at  all  times  of  their  life  ;  the  food  of  the 
full  grown  insect  is  large  living  insects,  which  are  caught  when  they  come 
within  reach  of  the  waiting  mantis.  None  are  vegetarian,  none  are 
injurious,  but  the  group  comes  into  the  class  we  may  denominate  as 
4  ‘General  Predators,  5  ’  feeding  on  such  insects  as  come  to  them  and  not  being 
specially  adapted  to  special  insects.  The  length  of  the  life  history  is  not 
known.  Hibernation  appears  to  take  place  chiefly  in  the  egg  stage  ; 
eggmasses  are  laid  in  early  November  in  the  plains,  and  hatch  in  early 
March.  This  is  not  the  only  time  that  eggs  are  laid,  as  they  may  be 
found  during  the  rains.  Wood-Mason  found  eggs  laid  by  Mantis  sp. 
to  hatch  in  18  days  (July  17th  to  August  4th),  while  those  of  Schizocephala 
bicornis  took  30  days  (July  17th  to  August  16th).  Nymphs  and  adults 
of  bark-infesting  species  have  been  found  in  winter  under  the  bark  of 
trees,  and  this  appears  to  be  the  normal  hibernation  of  such  as  can  find 
shelter.  Throughout  the  remaining  months  these  insects  are  active  and 
there  appear  to  be  no  special  periods  when  they  breed  or  multiply 
extensively.  They  are  distributed  throughout  India,  more  abundantly 
in  the  jungle  but  still  commonly  in  the  cultivated  plains.  They  are 
essentially  tropical  insects,  and  are  rare  or  non-existent  in  temperate 
climates.  The  eggmasses  are  the  habitat  of  parasitic  Chalcidce ,  the 
females  of  which  have  long  ovipositors  with  which  they  pierce  the 
eggmass  and  reach  the  eggs  within.  Apparently  a  large  proportion 
of  the  eggmasses  are  parasitised.  Other  enemies  are  not  known. 
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Mcmtidce  are  far  less  numerous  than  some  other  groups  of  Orthoptera 
and  fewer  species  occur. 

Wood-Mason  catalogued  the  Mcmtidce  and  more  recently  Mr.  Kirby’s 
catalogue  has  been  issued  by  the  British  Museum  (Cat.  of  Orth.,  pt.  I). 
In  this  82  species  are  listed  as  Indian  divided  as  follows  - 

Amorphoscelinae  1,  Hemiaphilinae  7,  Chaeradodinae  1,  Mantinse 
43,  Miopteryginae  0,  Creobotinae  17,  Vatinae  10,  Empusiinae  3. 

The  majority  of  Indian  Mantidae  belong  to  genera  widespread  over 
the  Indo-Malayan  region.  Five  genera  are  purely  Indian,  accepting 
India  in  the  broad  sense,  these  being  Sphendctle,  Phyllothelys,  Heterochae- 
tula,  Aethalochroa  and  Gongylus.  Empusa  is  widespread,  having  but  one 
Indian  species,  but  occurring  also  in  Africa,  South  Europe  and  Western 
Asia. 

Creoboter  urbana,  Fabr.  is  a  common  small  green  form,  each  tegmen 
with  a  yellow  black -ringed  eye-spot ;  it  is  an  active  species  found  upon 
bushes.  Hierodula  Westwoodi,  Sss.  and  H.  coarctata,  Westw.  (fig.  12) 
are  the  robuster  green  insect  seen  upon  bushes  and  in  crops,  which  are 
the  most  familiar  4  ‘Mantis’  ’  in  India.  The  former  has  been  seen  eating 
Scutellera  nobilis.  Eremoplana  microptera,  Wlk.  is  a  long  slender  species 
of  a  dull  brown  colour  with  a  narrow  green  costal  stripe,  found  upon  low 
bushes  in  the  plains.  It  comes  freely  to  light.  Hvlmbertiella  indica, 
Sss.  is  a  smaller  dull  grey  species  found  upon  the  bark  of  trees,  where 
its  colouring  renders  it  very  inconspicuous.  Schizocephalus  bicornis,  L. 
is  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  the  insects  one  can  find  commonly  in  the 
plains.  It  is  a  very  long,  attenuated  insect,  with  long  slender  legs,  and 
with  short  wings  folding  tightly  round  the  body.  Its  colouring  is  green 
and  the  antennae  and  anal  cerci  are  both  the  colour  of  a  dry  grass  blade. 
Sitting  among  the  grass,  the  insect  is  indistinguishable  from  the  grass 
blades  round  it ;  its  antennae  or  anal  cerci  give  the  idea  of  grass  just  dry¬ 
ing  at  the  tip  and  one  may  search  for  these  insects  and  not  find  one  when 
they  are  abundant  under  one’s  eyes  at  the  time.  They  are  slow  in  move¬ 
ment  and  the  femur  is  armed  only  at  the  tip,  the  tibia  very  short.  ~  <  , 

Two  species  of  Gongylus  occur  in  India,  of  which  we  figure  one. 
G.  gongyloides,  Linn.  (fig.  15)  is  a  notorious  insect  of  which  much  has 
been  written.  G.  trachelophyllus,  Burm.  is  the  commoner  Indian 
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insect,  a  graceful  creature  coloured  in  tints  of  yellow  and  brown  and 
commonly  found  in  jungles  and  woods. 


Fig.  15— Gongylus  gongyloides. 

Collecting. — The  great  number  of  mantids  are  found  upon  bushes, 
in  grass,  on  the  bark  of  trees.  They  are  most  abundant  upon  bushes, 
rare  upon  small  crops.  A  number  will  be  found  in  the  bag  when  it  is 
used  to  sweep  insects  on  grass.  These  insects  should  never  be  included 
with  others  in  a  box  or  bottle  while  alive,  but  should  be  confined  sepa¬ 
rately  or  at  once  killed.  They  are  best  pinned  through  the  right  wing  case 
or  prothorax,  the  left  wings  being  set.  Bearing  is  exceedingly  difficult 
in  most  cases,  though  the  eggs  hatch  readily,  as  the  special  food  of  the 
young  cannot  be  ascertained  or  easily  procured.  What  is  now  specially 
required  is  careful  observation  of  the  food  of  these  insects  ;  we  are  not 
aware  of  any  definite  observations  on  the  food  of  individual  Indian 
species  and  no  proper  estimate  of  their  economic  value  can  be  made 
until  we  have  such  facts. 
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Phasmid^. — Stick  and  leaf  insects. 

The  prothorax  small ,  mesothorax  large.  Tegmina  smaU  or  absent ; 
wings  often  absent.  Cerci  of  one  joint  only. 


Fig.  16— Necroscia  pholidotus,  westw  ,  male9 
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A  smaller  group  of  insects,  distinct  from  Mantidce  by  the  small 
prothorax  and  by  the  forelegs  which  are  not  formed  for  the  capture  of 
prey  ;  they  are  distinct  from  the  jumping  Orthoptera  by  the  hind  legs, 
which  are  not  formed  for  leaping.  None  of  these  insects  are  small, 
whilst  some  are  of  great  length,  four  to  six  inches  being  the  usual  size  for 
the  full  grown  ones.  They  present  a  great  variety  of  form  and  colour, 
some  being  stick-like,  others  leaf-like  or  resembling  a  blade  of  grass, 
while  others  closely  resemble  other  natural  objects.  The  colour  schemes 
bear  out  this  cryptic  form  and  their  whole  appearance  is  designed  to 
give  them  so  close  a  resemblance  to  their  habitat  that  they  will  escape 
the  observation  of  their  foes. 

The  antennae  are  commonly  many  jointed  and  long.  The  head  is 
small,  and  not  deflexed.  The  mesothorax  is  long,  as  is  usually  the  meta¬ 
thorax  in  the  elongated  species.  The  legs  are  long,  formed  for  walking 
and  without  special  structures.  The  tegmina  are  small  or  wholly  absent, 
even  in  forms  which  have  large  hindwings.  In  many  species  the  wings 
are  wholly  absent  either  in  both  sexes,  or  in  the  female  only.  The  male 
has  claspers  at  the  end  of  the  abdomen,  the  female  a  ventral  process  which 

directs  the  eggs  as  they  are 
extruded.  The  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  sexes  are  often  very 
great,  the  male  small,  active 
and  winged ;  the  female  large, 
clumsy  and  unwinged. 

The  eggs  are  laid  singly, 
dropped  like  seeds  upon  the 
ground.  They  are  often  of 
peculiar  form,  with  very  thick 
covering,  and  closely  resembl¬ 
ing  hard  seeds.  Little  is  known 
of  the  life  history  of  Indian 
species.  The  young  are  similar 
to  the  adult  and  are  stated  to 
develop  slowly.  There  is  a  line 
of  weakness  (suture)  between 
Fig.  17-Phyllium  scythe,  nymph.  the  trochanter  and  femur, 
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which  enables  the  insect  to  throw  off  a  leg  with  ease,  this  leg  being  later 
formed  anew.  It  has  been  observed  that  not  only  is  this  useful  as  a  pro¬ 
tection  from  enemies  but  also  in  moulting,  as  few  Phasmids  can  moult 
successfully  without  remaining  attached  to  the  cast  skin  by  a  leg,  and 
this  adaptation  enables  the  moult  to  be  completed,  though  with  the  loss 
of  a  limb.  (Bordage.)  The  food  is  apparently  wholly  vegetable 
and  no  cases  are  recorded  of  these  insects  being  carnivorous  ;  they  eat 
the  leaves  of  plants  and  some  possibly  feed  upon  lichens.  None  are 
injurious  in  India  and  their  habitat  is  practically  confined  to  the  forest 
and  jungle  areas  of  the  warmer  parts  of  India.  Not  much  is  known  of 


Fig.  18— Phyllium  scythe. 
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Indian  species  and  none  are  likely  to  be  found  in  the  cultivated  areas. 
Westwood  figures  a  number  of  Indian  species  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  1847). 
Brunner  listed  19  from  Burma,  and  Bolivar  26  from  South  India.  Kir¬ 
by’s  Catalogue  enumerates  65  Indian  species. 

Pulchriphyllium  (Phyllium)  scythe  Or.  (figs.  17,  18)  is  a  large  leaf¬ 
like  insect,  whose  life  history  is  described  by  Murray  and  quoted  in  Sharp’s 
Insects.  It  occurs  in  forest  areas  in  Assam. 

AcRimiDiE. — Short-horned  Grasshoppers. 


The  antennce  short ;  the  auditory  organ  on  the  first  abdominal  segment; 
the  ovipositor  composed  of  short  valves  formed  for  digging  ;  tarsi 
three-jointed.  Hind  legs  long ,  and  saltatorial. 


Fig.  19— Acridium  m  el  a  nocorn  e. 


A  family  which  can  scarcely  ever  be  confused  in  the  field ;  the  short 
antennse  and  leaping  hind  legs  mark  a  true  grasshopper  at  once.  The 
size  varies  from  a  length  of  a  quarter  and  a  wing  span  of  nearly  half  an 
inch  to  a  length  of  over  two  inches  and  a  wing  span  of  three  to  four. 
The  majority  are  less  than  one  inch  long,  the  smallest  among  the  Tetri- 
ginee,  the  largest  among  the  Acridiinoe.  Size  is  usually  sufficiently 
constant  to  be  valuable  as  an  indication  of  species.  With  few  exceptions 
the  colour  is  cryptic  ;  the  colour  schemes  harmonize  so  closely  with  the 
natural  surroundings  that  the  insects  are  difficult  to  see.  Since  the  life 
is  a  long  one  and  the  surroundings  vary  with  the  change  of  season,  it  is 
common  to  find  that,  while  the  nymph  is  also  cryptically  coloured,  the 
colour  may  not  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  imago.  There  may  be  two  or 
more  actual  colour  schemes  in  the  whole  life,  both  cryptic  and  adapted 
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PLATE  II. — The  Bombay  Locust. 

Acridium  Succinctum. 

4.  Hopper  after  third  moult  (in  fourth  stage),  magnified  five 

times. 

5.  Hopper  after  fourth  moult  (in  fifth  stage),  magnified  three 

times. 

6.  Hopper  after  fifth  moult  (in  sixth  stage),  magnified  twice. 

The  wing  lobes  are  turned  up. 

7.  Hopper  after  sixth  moult  (in  seventh  stage),  magnified  twice. 
(Reprinted  from  The  Agricultural  Journal  of  India.) 
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to  changes  of  season.  Young  grasshoppers  hatching  in  the  rains  are 
frequently  green  to  harmonize  with  the  growing  vegetation ;  this  often 
gives  place  to  4 ‘dry  grass  colour’5  in  the  adult  which  is  found  in  October. 
Others  which  live  on  dry  soil,  on  rocks,  on  moors,  on  sand  dunes  are 
coloured  in  shades  of  grey  and  brown  with  lighter  markings  and  spots ; 
in  nearly  all  the  colours  are  dull,  and  though  varied,  evidently  cryptic. 
In  the  true  locusts  further  and  more  striking  colour  changes  take  place, 
one  of  which  is  the  “swarming  colour,”  a  vivid  red,  that  probably  facili¬ 
tates  migration  by  rendering  the  swarm  visible  at  a  distance  and  enabl¬ 
ing  all  to  join  it.  A  very  few  are  vividly  coloured  and  undoubtedly  exhibit 
warning  colouring;  this  is  correlated  with  the  habit  of  living  exposed 
on  the  plant  and  the  young  are  also  warningly  coloured,  though  not 

always  in  the  same 
tints  as  the  adult. 
In  a  large  number  of 
cryptically  coloured 
forms,  we  find  that  the 
lower  wings  are  bright¬ 
ly  coloured ;  in  flight 
this  colour  is  very  con¬ 
spicuous  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  follow  the 
j  erky  zigzag  flight  with 
the  eye;  but  as  the 
wings  close  on  the 
insect  settling,  all  trace 
of  the  colour  is  lost, 
the  tints  of  the  upper 
wings  and  body  blend 
with  the  surroundings, 
the  insect  sits  still  and 
vanishes  before  one’s 
eyes.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  bright 
Fig.  20— Tylotropidius  didymus.  colours  of  the  lower 

wings,  which  sometimes  extend  to  the  sides  of  the  abdomen,  are 
“deceptive”  and  materially  assist  in  the  escape  of  the  grasshopper 


76 


ORTHOPTERA. 


from  birds  or  other  enemies.  Although  the  general  form  of  the  body 
is  usually  uniform  throughout  the  family,  a  few  are  modified  in  con¬ 
nection  with  their  habits.  Thus  the  surface  grasshoppers  (Chrotogonus) 
which  live  on  the  soil  are  very  much  flattened,  the  prothorax  and 
tegmina  roughened.  Some  of  the  species  that  live  among  long  grass 
are  elongated,  the  body  cylindrical,  admirably  adapted  to  cling  to  and 
resemble  the  long  grass  stems. 

As  in  other  Orthoptera,  the  chitinous  integument  preserves  the 
primitive  form  of  the  lower  insects,  the  segments  being  easily  distin¬ 
guishable,  the  plates  little  differentiated.  The  head  is  of  moderate  size, 
distinct  from  the  thorax,  with  large  compound  eyes  and  three  ocelli. 
The  antennae  are  filiform,  with  less  than  thirty  joints,  flattened  in  some 
species.  The  mouthparts  are  of  the  herbivorous  type,  the  upper  lip  (la- 
brum)  well  developed,  the  mandibles  large  with  cutting  teeth,  the  maxillae 
and  labium  distinct,  fitted  for  mastication  and  bearing  sensory  palpi.  The 
hypopharynx  is  well  developed  as  a  blunt  tongue-like  organ  on  the  floor 
of  the  mouth.  The  prothorax  is  large,  its  form  and  markings  useful  in 
the  discrimination  of  genera.  In  one  sub-family  ( Tetrigince )  the  pro- 
no  turn  is  produced  backwards  as  a  long  process  between  and  over  the 
wings  (fig.  21).  In  some  sub-families  there  is  a  tubercle  or  tooth-like 


projection  on  the  prosternum  between  the  base  of  the  forelegs.  The 
meso-  and  meta-thorax  are  distinct,  covered  by  the  tegmina,  which  are 
long  and  narrow,  opaque  and  variously  coloured  or  ornamented.  In 
many  species  they  project  beyond  the  abdomen,  in  others  they  are  shorter. 
In  the  Tetrigince  they  are  reduced  to  tiny  lobes  and  the  wings  are 
covered  by  the  prolongation  of  the  pro  no  turn  (fig.  21).  In  some  species 
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PLATE  III. — The  Bombay  Locust. 

Acridium  Succinctum. 

Fig  13.  )  The  Bombay  Locust  as  ordinarily  found  when  it  does  not 
,,  14.  f  swarm  and  change  colour. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Agricultural  Journal  of  India.) 
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wings  are  short  or  reduced,  the  tegmina  reduced  to  lobes  or  only 
partially  developed.  In  the  majority  the  wings  are  large,  hyaline  and 
many -veined,  folding  under  the  tegmina  ;  they  are  frequently  coloured 
at  the  base  with  red,  yellow  or  black.  The  tegmina  and  wings  in  flight 
function  as  one.  The  abdomen  is  long,  the  segments  distinct ;  it  con¬ 
tracts  and  expands  telescopically  to  a  great  extent  in  the  female,  in  copu¬ 
lation  being  excessively  retracted,  in  oviposition  extremely  elongated. 
The  external  genital  organs  are  well  marked ;  the  principal  features  of 
the  female  are  the  upper  and  lower  chitinous  valves,  which  are  used  for 
digging,  the  anus  being  above,  the  genital  aperture  below.  In  the 
male,  the  genital  aperture  is  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  usually  conspi¬ 
cuous  ventral  shield,  which  often  ends  in  a  point.  There  is  a  small  pair 
of  cercion.theapex  of  the  abdomen  at  each  side  of  the  anus.  Males  and 
females  are  frequently  of  different  sizes  and  also  of  different  colours. 
The  anterior  legs  are  short,  fitted  for  slow  walking  and  clinging  ;  the  hind 
legs  are  conspicuous  by  the  great  development  of  the  femur  and  tibia ; 
the  tibia  bends  back  on  to  the  femur,  the  apex  of  the  former  reaching 
the  base  of  the  latter  and  from  this  attitude  the  tibia  kicks  back,  giving 
the  impetus  of  the  leaping  motion.  The  tibia  is  outwardly  set  with  thick 
spines.  The  femur  may  be  specially  modified  to  produce  vibration 
when  rubbed  against  the  tegmen.  The.  inner  face  of  the  femur  bears  a 
row  of  knobs  ;  the  femur  is  rubbed  up  and  down  against  a  projecting 
vein  of  the  tegmen,  causing  the  latter  to  vibrate.  Under  the  tegmen,  on 
the  side  of  the  basal  abdominal  segment,  may  be  seen  the  auditory 
organ,  visible  as  a  round  depression  in  the  integument,  and  containing 
the  tightly  stretched  tympanal  membrane.  Spiracles  are  situated  on 
the  thorax  and  on  the  membrane  connecting  the  notum  and  sternum  of 
the  first  eight  abdominal  segments.  The  tracheal  system  is  character¬ 
ised  by  having  bladder-like  dilatations  of  some  of  the  vessels,  which  are 
inflated  previous  to  flight  and  while  increasing  the  bulk  of  the  insect, 
diminish  its  specific  gravity  and  facilitate  flight. 

The  life  history  of  the  known  Indian  grasshoppers  is  uniform  in  the 
main  outlines  but  only  a  small  proportion  have  been  worked  out.  Eggs 
are,  so  far  as  known,  universally  deposited  in  the  soil  in  a  compact 
cluster,  with  gummy  matter  which  hardens  and  compacts  the  mass 
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(fig.  22).  The  number  varies  with  the  species,  and  all  are  not  necessarily- 
laid  in  one  mass.  About  sixty  eggs  are  laid  by  Hieroglyphus  about 

100-120  by  Acridium.  The  eggs  remain 
in  the  soil  for  a  considerable  period,  and 
loosen  slightly  owing  to  their  expansion 
before  hatching.  The  young  hoppers 
have  the  general  form  of  the  adult,  the 
antennae  with  fewer  joints,  the  wings  and 
internal  genital  system  absent.  The 
number  of  moults  is  generally  from  five 
to  seven,  the  wings  appearing  as  lobes  at 
the  third  or  fourth  moult.  The  nymphs 
are  active  from  the  first ;  the  colouring, 
as  stated  above,  may  change  during 
nymphal  life  or  may  change  slowly  until  with  the  penultimate  moult 
the  colour  approximates  to  that  of  the  imago.  The  duration  of  the 
nymphal  stage  varies  with  individual  species  but  is  usually  long. 


Fig.  22— Chrotogonus  trachy- 

PTERUS,  EGGS  IN  SOIL.  xl. 


It  is  at  present  impossible  to  generalise  as  to  the  duration  of  each 
stage  of  the  life  of  these  insects.  Apparently  most  have  definite  seasons 
for  reproduction,  governed  by  climatic  conditions  and  which  are  rigor¬ 
ously  adhered  to.  Thus  some  have  but  one  brood  in  a  year,  the  three 
stages  occupying  the  whole  twelve  months ;  the  Bombay  Locust  lays 
eggs  in  June,  which  hatch  in  July  (after  six  weeks),  the  nymphal  devel¬ 
opment  is  completed  in  late  September  and  the  imago  lives  until  the 
following  June  :  the  Rice  Grasshopper  on  the  other  hand  remains  in  the 
egg  stage  from  October  to  June  and  the  nymphal  and  imaginal  life  occu¬ 
py  about  four  and  a  half  months.  There  are  probably  many  grasshop¬ 
pers  having  only  one  brood  yearly.  Others  have  two,  as  does  the 
Migratory  Locust,  the  imaginal  life  being  longest,  but  the  two  broods  of 
about  equal  length.  Others  appear  to  have  two  broods  during  the  rains, 
but  the  eggs  laid  by  the  second  brood  in  November  remain  dormant  until 
the  following  rains  ;  in  this  case  the  two  broods  are  of  unequal  length. 
A  number  probably  will  be  found  to  agree  with  these,  having  two  or  more 
broods  from  June  to  November,  or  from  March  to  November,  but  always 
one  hibernation  brood  which  passes  the  cold  weather,  and  generally  the 
hot  dry  weather  in  the  egg  stage.  A  number  have  several  broods  a  year 
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PLATE  IY. — The  Migratory  Locust. 

Acridium  (Schistocerca)  Peregrinum. 

15.  Migratory  Locust  Hopper,  in  first  stage,  magnified  five  times. 

16.  Migratory  Locust  Hopper,  in  second  stage,  magnified  four 

times. 

17.  Migratory  Locust  Hopper,  in  third  stage,  magnified  three 

times. 

18.  Migratory  Locust  Hopper,  in  fourth  stage,  magnified  21 

times. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Agricultural  Journal  of  India.) 
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but  apparently  have  no  regular  seasons.  They  breed  throughout  the 
year  except  in  the  very  cold  weather  and  probably  not  when  food  is 
scarce.  The  Black  Spotted  Grasshopper  ( Cyrtacanthacris  ranacea  stoll) 
is  an  example,  as  are  the  species  of  Chrotogonus  and  Atractomorpha 
crenulata.  Hibernation  and  astivation  appear  to  be  passed  almost 
wholly  in  the  egg  in  the  plains,  only  a  small  proportion  as  imagines  ; 
this  varies  however  with  different  degrees  of  cold  and  dryness  in  different 
localities.  A  few  hibernate  as  imagines  or  nymphs  in  the  colder  parts  of 
the  plains.  Apparently  there  is  a  great  variety  in  this  respect  and  a  far 
larger  number  of  species  require  to  be  worked  out  before  one  can  gene¬ 
ralise  on  this  point.  So  far  as  known  no  Acridiid  is  anything  but  herbi¬ 
vorous,  feeding  on  green  plants  ;  some  have  a  single  food  plant,  others 
several  and  many  appear  to  be  to  some  extent  omnivorous.  Grasses  and 
gramineous  crops  are  the  principal  food  plants  but  flowering  plants, 
shrubs  and  bushes  are  not  exempt.  Locusts  have  a  very  wide  range  of 
food  plants. 

Nymphs  and  adults  live  free  lives,  and  are  found  wherever  there  is 
vegetation.  The  greater  number  are  to  be  found  in  grasslands,  in  open 
waste  lands,  among  low  herbage.  Others  live  among  shrubs,  a  few 
on  trees.  Open  moors,  sand  dunes,  fallow  land  also  contain  other 
species  and  they  range  from  the  plains  to  considerable  altitudes  in  the 
hills,  with  their  maximum  de  velopment  in  the  grasslands  of  the  plains. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  families  in  which  the  number  of  purely  4  4  plains 
species  5  ’  is  as  great  as  the  number  found  in  submontane  forest  and 
jungle  areas. 

This  family,  being  wholly  herbivorous  and  very  abundant,  is  one 
of  the  most  injurious  to  Agriculture.  Besides  the  two  locusts,  there  are 
grasshoppers  which  attack  special  crops  and  the  many  species,  which 
when  abundant,  attack  gramineous  crops.  Few  of  these  are  specific 
pests  of  particular  crops,  they  occur  spasmodically  and  irregularly  and, 
since  grasshoppers  are  of  universal  occurrence,  nothing  is  done  to  check 
them  until  they  are  already  abundantly  destructive.  A  distinct  class 
of  pest  are  the  Surface  Grasshoppers,  species  belonging  to  the  genera 
Chrotogonus ,  Epacromia,  Atractomorpha,  which  live  on  the  soil  and 
attack  young  crops.  Little  is  known  of  which  species  of  grasshopper 
are  destructive  since  the  actually  destructive  species  is  not  always  the 
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one  sent  in  as  destructive  and  there  is  here  a  large  field  for  research. 
The  student  may  be  cautioned  against  accepting  the  reports  of  injury 
by  Acridiids  in  Indian  Museum  Notes;  often  an  entirely  harmless 
species  is  sent  in,  being  the  first  one  to  come  to  hand.  Not  more  than 
two  locusts  and  six  grasshoppers  are  actually  and  positively  known  to 
be  injurious  in  India. 

Whilst  there  is  some  information  available  as  to  the  enemies  of  the 
two  locusts,  little  is  known  of  the  checks  on  the  increase  of  the  family 
as  a  whole.  The  eggs  of  the  locusts  are  attacked  by  Hymenopterous  para¬ 
sites,  the  young  by  ground  beetles  ( Carabidce ),  the  adults  by  parasitic 
insects  and  the  young  of  a  mite  ( Trombidium  grandissimum,  Koch.).  An 
Oligochaet  worm  (Henley a  Lefroyi,  Bedd.)  has  been  found  destroying 
the  eggs  of  one  locust  and  probably  attacks  those  of  other  Acridiids. 
Birds,  monkeys  and  squirrels  feed  on  locusts  and  the  larger  grasshoppers  ; 
mynas,  hoopooes  and  other  birds  eat  hoppers  and  fossorial  wasps  store 
their  nests  with  small  hoppers.  Certain  fly  and  beetle  grubs  attack  the 
eggs,  but  while  these  are  probably  insects  of  the  families  Bombyliidce  and 
Cantharidce,  respectively,  the  species  concerned  are  not  known. 

The  family  is  a  very  large  one,  the  largest  of  the  Orthoptera,  but  no 
complete  list  exists.  It  is  universally  distributed  through  the  tropical 
and  temperate  zones,  with  a  large  number  of  species.  Indian  forms  are 
largely  Indo-Malavan,  or  have  a  wide  distribution  over  Southern  and 
Eastern  Asia  ;  a  few  are  European  and  African.  In  India,  the  species 
are,  so  far  as  known,  widely  spread  and  not  local,  though  Burmah 
appears  to  have  many  species  not  found  in  India.  No  catalogue  of 
Indian  species  has  been  compiled  and  the  information  is  buried  in  the 
literature  of  the  past  century.  (See  page  48.)  Bolivar  records  100 
species  from  a  small  area  of  South  India,  Brunner  records  157  from 
Burmah.  There  are  probably  500  recorded  Indian  species  and  at  least 
1,000  now  existing  in  India.  Brunner  divides  the  family  into  nine  sub¬ 
families,  which  are  on  the  whole  well  marked.  Indian  species  fall 
mainly  into  five  of  these,  the  characters  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Tetrigince.  The  pronotum  produced  backwards  over  the  abdomen, 
the  tegmina  lobelike,  no  pulvillus. 

Pneumorince  (African). 

Mastacince.  Antennae  shorter  than  the  anterior  femora.  Head 
short, 
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PLATE  V. — Migratory  Locust. 
Acridium  (Schistocerca)  Peregrinum. 

19.  Migratory  Locust  in  swarming  colouration. 

*20,  The  same  in  egg-laying  colouration. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Agricultural  Journal  of  India.) 
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ProscopUnce  (American). 

Tryxalince. — The  face  looking  down,  the  vertex  of  the  head  pro¬ 
duced  forward  forming  an  angle.  Prosternum  unarmed. 

Oedipodince. — The  face  looking  forward,  vertex  rounded.  Pros¬ 
ternum  unarmed. 

Pyrgomorphince. — Pace  looking  downwards,  prosternum  with  an 
elevated  lamina. 

Pamphagince. — (Europe,  Africa  and  E.  Asia). 

Acridiince. — Face  looking  forwards,  prosternum  with  a  tooth-like 
process. 

The  classification  is  best  studied  in  the  works  of  Brunner,  de  Saus- 
sure  and  Bolivar.  The  Tetrigince  are  recognizable  at  sight  ;  the  Acri¬ 
diince  and  Pyrgomorphince  are  clearly  distinct,  the  Tryxalince  and 
Oedipodince  are  not  always  easily  distinguished  as  the  characters  are 
not  universal  in  both  sub-families. 

Tetrigince  (Tettigides). — Small  insects,  of  a  dark-brown  colour, 
found  upon  the  soil  and  in  grasslands.  There  are  a  considerable  number 
of  species  which  are  not  easy  to  distinguish.  The  sub-family  as  a  whole 
are  sharply  marked  off  from  the  remainder  of  the  family.  Most  are 
roughened  and  warty  above,  as  are  the  Chrotogoni ,  and  this  with  their 
colouring  renders  them  difficult  to  see  on  the  soil.  Some  are  leaf-like 
and  live  among  dead  leaves  ;  all  are  bizarre  in  appearance  and  superfi¬ 
cially  resemble  Membracids.  They  are  most  abundant  on  damp  soil  and 
near  water ;  some  are  aquatic  and  have  the  hind  tarsi  more  or  less 
expanded  to  serve  for  swimming ;  at  least  one  species  in  India  is 
aquatic,  feeding  on  vegetation  at  or  below  the  surface. 

Hancock  lists  a  total  of  434  species  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  with 
34  Indian  species.  Scelimena  (fig.  21)  is  a  semi-aquatic  genus  with 
three  Indian  species,  S.  producta,  Serv. ;  S.  harpago,  Serv.  and  S.  unci- 
nata ,  Serv.  Criotettix  has  five  Indian  species;  in  this  genus  the  inser¬ 
tion  of  the  antennee  is  on  a  level  with  the  lower  part  of  the  eye,  in  the 
former  below  the  eye.  Acanthalobus  has  three  species.  Mazarredia  is 
an  Oriental  genus  with  four  species  in  India.  Paratettix  has  two  Indian, 
two  Burmese  species  ;  Coptotettix  has  four  Burma h  species,  and  Saussn- 
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rella  two,  one  also  from  India.  The  student  should  consult  Hancock 
(Genera  Inseetorum)  for  the  genera,  Brunner  and  Bolivar  for  most  of 
the  species. 

Eumastacince.— The  species  of  this  sub-family  are  not  found  com¬ 
monly  in  the  plains  and  are  confined  to  the  moister  forest  areas.  Burr 
lists  23  Indian  species  (Genera  Inseetorum)  including  the  aberrant 
Chometypus  fenestratus,  Serv. 

Tryxalince. — The  genus  Tryxalis  ( Acrida )  includes  a  small  number 
of  very  variably  coloured  insects,  distinguished  by  their  slender  form, 
produced  head  and  flattened  antennae.  One  species  (fig.  23)  is  common 


Fig.  23— Tryxalis  turrit  a. 
(F.  M.  H.) 


throughout  the  plains,  formerly  known  as  Tryxalis  turrita,  L.  ;  there  is 
confusion  in  the  present  nomenclature  and  it  is  also  referred  to  as  Acrida 
turrita ,  L.  and  as  A.  exaltata ,  Wlk.  This  species  varies  in  colour  from 
green  to  “dry  grass’5  colour,  some  with  bright  markings,  others  without; 
the  males  are  smaller  (36-46  rn.rm)  than  the  females  (52-64  m.m.).  Tryx¬ 
alis  lugubris ,  Burr  is  a  second  large  species  separated  by  Mr.  Burr  in 
his  revision  of  the  genus  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  London,  1902,  p.  149).  T. 
brevicollis ,  Bob  and  T.  variabilisf  Klug.  are  also  Indian.  Acridella  is 
represented  by  A.  indica ,  Bob  and  Gelastorrhmus  by  two  species  from 
Burmah  and  Sikkim,  respectively. 
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PLATE  VI. — The  Black-Spotted  Grasshopper, 
Cyrtacanthacris  ranacea  (Acridium  Aeruginosum). 

(Reprinted  from  The  Agricultural  Journal  of  India.) 
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Epacromia. — A  genus  of  small  grasshoppers,  common  throughout 
India.  E.  dorsalis ,  Thunb.  (fig.  24)  is  the  most  abundant  species,  found 
as  a  surface  grasshopper  destruc¬ 
tive  to  young  crops.  It  has  the 
unusual  habit  of  coming  to  light. 

There  appear  to  be  two  broods 
yearly  during  the  rains  and 
hibernation  takes  place  in  the 
egg  stage. 

Oedipodinm— This  is  a  large 
sub-family  including  a  large 
number  of  species  difficult  to 
distinguish.  Oedaleus  (G-astro- 
margus)  marmoratus>  Thunb.  is 
universal  in  the  plains,  marked  by 
its  brilliant  orange  and  black  lower 
wing.  Sphingonotus ,  TrilopMdia, 

Acrotylus ,  Heteropternis ,  Chloeo- 
bora  and  Dittopternis  are  also  represented.  Pachytylus  (Locusta)  cine- 
rascens,  Fabr.  (danicus,  L.)  is  a  large  insect  of  a  dull  grey  colour 
sometimes  marked  with  brilliant  green  with  a  median  keel  on  the  prone - 
turn.  It  has  a  wide  distribution  over  Southern  Europe  and  Asia  and 
though  known  to  form  swarms  and  migrate  in  Europe,  has  not  been 
recorded  as  a  locust  in  India,  where  it  is  a  somewhat  uncommon  insect. 
It  has  been  found  in  numbers  in  grasslands  and  there  is  some  reason  to 
believe  that,  becoming  abundant  in  extensive  tracts  of  grasslands  in  the 
less  cultivated  districts,  it  migrates  in  swarms  over  the  country.  Such 
swarms  are  apparently  rare  and  they  remain  in  uncultivated  areas,  but 
it  will  probably  be  definitely  ascertained  that  the  swarms  of  green  locusts 
occasionally  seen  are  of  this  species. 

PyrgomorphincB.—. Autarches  miliaris ,  Fabr.  (Phymateus  punctatus, 
F.)  is  the  brightly  coloured  grasshopper  found  in  the  lower  hill  slopes ; 
it  is  black  or  dark  green,  with  roughened  tegmina  and  thorax,  with 
yellow  spots  on  the  tegmina,  the  abdomen  with  red  bands,  the  prothorax 
and  head  with  a  broad  continuous  yellow  band.  This  insect  when  seized 
emits  from  pores  in  the  thorax  a  liquid  that  froths  up  and  diffuses  an  un- 


Fig.  24-  Epacromia  dorsalis. 
(I.  M.  N.) 
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pleasant  odour.  The  habit  is  a  very  striking  one  and  is  apt  to  disconcert 
the  unwary  person  who  does  not  expect  it.  The  warning  coloura¬ 
tion  of  this  insect  is  very  striking  and  this  emission  of  evil  smelling  froth 
is  probably  a  good  protection.  A  chirping  sound  is  produced  in  this 
species  by  a  method  unusual  in  the  family ;  at  the  base  of  each  tegmen 
and  distinct  from  it  is  a  small  chitinous  plate,  the  convex  curved 
edge  of  which  meets  the  concave  curved  edge  of  the  median 
chitinous  plate  at  the  base  of  the  tegmina  (the  Scutellum)  ;  the  former 
moves  in  an  arc  so  that  the  curved  edge  which  is  striated  ,  rubs 
against  the  striate  fixed  edge  of  the  Scutellum,  producing  a  vibration 
which  is  probably  intensified  by  the  tegmina.  The  sound  is  distinct  but 
not  loud  and  is  probably  protective  as  it  is  produced  by  the  female. 

This  is  the  so-called  4  4  Coffee  Locust  ’  ’  since  it  occurs  plentifully 
on  coffee  estates  but  it  is  practically  harmless.  It  is  recorded  as 
destructive  to  coffee  in  Ceylon  and  E.  E.  Green  has  published  a  circular 
on  it  (Circ.  Eoy.  Bot.  Garden,  Ceylon,  111,  18).  There  is,  in  Ceylon, 
one  brood  yearly,  eggs  being  laid  in  October-November  and  hatching 
in  March,  the  nymphs  being  full  grown  by  September.  Several  species 
have  been  made  of  the  varieties  of  this  species. 

Poecilocera  picta,  Fabr.  is  the  conspicuous  Painted  Grasshopper  so 
common  on  the  ak  plant  (Calotropis  spp.).  It  is  brightly  coloured  in 
blue  and  yellow,  living  openly  on  its  food  plants  and  evidently  protected 
by  its  bad  taste  from  birds.  There  are  at  least  two  broods  a  year,  the 
last  (in  November)  laying  eggs  that  pass  through  the  winter.  The  nymph 
is  coloured  in  yellow  with  black  stipples  and  red  spots,  this  colouring 
gradually  giving  place  to  that  of  the  adult  in  the  last  two  instars  before 
the  final  moult.  The  distribution  of  this  species  is  peculiar  and  follows 
that  of  its  food  plant  which  thrives  in  the  drier  portions  of  India  from 
the  north  of  the  Punjab  to  the  Southern  extremity  of  Madras.  Atracto- 
morpha  crenulata ,  Fabr.  (fig.  25)  is  extremely  common  throughout  the 
plains,  and  is  a  serious  pest  to  young  plants.  The  males  are  smaller  than 
the  females  and  often  brown,  while  the  female  is  commonly  green. 
Tobacco  is  a  favourite  food  plant  of  the  insect  in  all  stages  and  the 
round  holes  eaten  in  the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  frequently  the  work 
of  this  species.  It  is  reported  as  injurious  to  cane  in  Java. 
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Chrotogonus  (fig.  26)  includes  the  common  surface  grasshoppers, 
flattened,  the  upper  surface  of  a  dark  earth  colour,  roughened,  with  spots 

of  white  or  yellow,  the 
lower  surface  white.  These 
insects  are  found  in  fallow 
fields,  on  newly-sown  land, 
in  grass  and  low  crops.  The 
male  is  smaller  than  the 
female.  The  latter  lays 
about  60  eggs  in  a  mass  in 
the  soil  and  there  appear 
to  be  no  regular  seasons 
for  breeding.  They  are 
among  the  most  common  of 
insects  in  the  cultivated 
plains  and  are  often  serious¬ 
ly  destructive.  The  number 
of  species  concerned  is  very 
uncertain.  Chrotogonus  trae- 


hypterus,  Bl.  appears  to  be  the 
common  plains’  species  but  it  is 
either  a  variable  species  or  several 
are  confused.  C.  luguhris ,  Bl.  is  a 
smaller  insect  of  similar  appearance. 
(See  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  Y, 
607,  where  Blanchard  describes 
Ommexecha  trachypterus,  lugubris, 
etc.,  from  India.) 

Acridiince. — A  large  sub -family 
which  includes  the  locusts  and  large 
grasshoppers.  They  are  readily 
recognised  by  the  tooth  between 
the  base  of  the  forelegs. 

Catantops  is  a  large  genus  of  mo¬ 
derate  sized  insects  found  commonly 


Fig.  26— Chrotogonus  lugubris. 
(I.  M.  N.) 


Fig.  25— A  TR  A  CTOM  OR  PH  A  CRENULATA. 
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in  grass  lands.  C.  indicus,  Bob,  C.  humeralis ,  Thunb.  and  C.  axillaris , 
Thunb.  are  the  species  of  general  occurrence.  Cyrtacanthacris  ranacea , 
Stoll.  (Acridium  aeruginosum,  Burm.)  is  the  very  common  large  grass¬ 
hopper  found  in  the  fields  especially  on  cotton.  There  is  no  record  of 
its  migrating.  It  breeds  apparently  at  all  times,  the  eggs  as  usual  in  the 
ground,  the  nymphs  being  green,  a  pinkish  line  developing  on  the  pos¬ 
terior  edge  of  the  pronotum  as  development  proceeds.  In  the  insectary 
eggs  were  laid  in  November,  hatched  in  January,  and,  after  six  moults 
the  nymphs  became  full  grown  in  May,  the  total  nymphal  life  being  113 
to  138  days.  They  were  fed  wholly  on  cotton.  Males  are  smaller  than 
females.  The  adult  is  distinctly  more  markedly  black  and  white  in 
colouring  than  any  common  Indian  Acridium  (Plate  VI).  Schistocerca 
(Acridium)  peregrinum ,  01.  is  the  North-West  or  Migratory  Locust  of 
greatest  notoriety  (Plate  V).  It  occurs  now  over  North  India,  Afghanis¬ 
tan,  Arabia,  Persia,  Northern  Africa  and  Cyprus  ;  it  has  been  found  far 
out  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  is  believed  to  have  actually  originated  in 
South  America  and  spread  thence  to  Africa ;  it  is  known  to  have  spread 
so  far  West  as  England  and  constantly  reaches  the  Assam  valley  and  the 
most  Eastern  Hills  of  Northern  India.  It  has  been  much  discussed  and 
written  about,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  one  really  good  account  of 
its  life  history,  depredations  and  movements.  In  India  it  is  destructive 
only  in  the  dry  areas  of  the  Punjab,  since  only  in  these  does  it  breed ;  the 
swarms  of  adults  can  be  frightened  away,  but  it  is  the  hoppers  (Plate  IV) 
which  are  really  destructive.  The  student  should  see  the  article  on 
4  4  Locusts  in  India”  in  the  Agricultural  Journal  of  India,  Vol.  II,  p.  238, 
and  consult  the  voluminous  literature  on  the  subject.  Acridium  sue - 
cinctum,  Linn.  (Plates  11  and  III)  has  been  the  subject  of  investigation 
recently  and  while  we  require  to  know  more  of  its  enemies,  its  move¬ 
ments  and  life  history  are  well  known  (Mem.  Agric.  Dept.  India,  Ent. 
I,  “The  Bombay  Locust”).  The  most  interesting  point  is  the  very 
curious  colour  changes  which  are  more  complex  than  in  the  Migratory 
Locust.  The  following  extract  is  interesting  as  it  almost  certainly 
refers  to  this  species  : — 

“  A  friend  of  Mr.  Kirby  informed  him,  that  at  Poona  an  immense 
cloud  of  locusts  ravaged  all  the  Mahratta  territory,  and  was  thought  to 
have  come  from  Arabia.  This,  indeed,  was  a  most  astonishing  swarm, 
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PLATE  VII. — Hieroglyphus  Furcifer. 

The  Rice  Grasshopper. 

Fig.  1.  A  single  egg. 

„  2.  Egg  mass. 

,,  3.  ,,  divested  of  the  outer  covering. 

,,  4.  Nymph,  last  instar. 

,,  5.  Imago,  male. 


RICE  GRASSHOPPER* 
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if  Mr.  Kirby’s  friend  was  correctly  informed.  The  column  extended  five 
hundred  miles,  and  was  so  dense  as  thoroughly  to  hide  the  sun,  and  pre¬ 
vent  any  object  from  casting  a  shadow.  This  horde  was  not  composed 
of  the  migratory  locust,  but  of  a  red  species,  which  imparted  a  sanguine 
colour  to  the  trees  on  which  they  settled.”  (Cuvier’s  Natural 
History,  1832,  Vol.  II,  p.  207.)  Acridium  is  also  represented  in  the 
plains  by  rarer  forms,  large  robust  insects  found  chiefly  on  trees  and 
bushes. 

Demodocus  (Heteracris)  includes  large  grasshoppers  distinct  from 
Acridium  in  having  the  pronotum  more  flattened  with  two  dorsal  light 
stripes  enclosing  a  central  dark  fascia.  T).  robustus  and  D.  cafensis , 
Thunb.  are  common  species. 

Hieroglyphus  banian,  Fabr.  (furcifer,  Serv.),  is  known  as  the  Rice 
Grasshopper  and  breeds  freely  in  rice  land  and  wet  grassland  (Plate 


Fig.  27— Hibroglyphus  furcifer,  micropterous  form. 


VII).  There  is  but  one  brood  yearly,  the  eggs  remaining  in  the  soil  from 
November  to  June.  The  tendency  to  abbreviation  of  the  wings  is  very 
marked  and  in  the  same  place  can  be  found  macropterous  forms  with 
intermediates  to  micropterous  ones.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
variation  in  size  and  a  species  (H.  cotesii)  was  described  which  is  prob¬ 
ably  not  valid.  The  common  species  can  be  found  over  a  wide  area  of 
the  moister  parts  of  India.  Amongst  the  most  delightful  of  Indian 
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insects  is  the  large  Teratodus  monticollis ,  Gr.  (fig.  28) ;  it  is  dull  green  or 
“dry  grass  ”  colour,  with  brigh ser  colouring  under  the  wings;  the  pro- 


Fig.  28— Teratodus  monticollis. 


no  turn  is  produced  up  as  a  sharp  hood  over  the  body,  giving  it  a  most 
striking  appearance;  in  flight  (fig.  29)  it  is  extremely  beautiful,  the  bright 
colours  showing  out.  While  it  is  common  in  Western  and  Southern 
India,  it  does  not  appear  to  occur  East  of  the  Deccan  and  the  dry  parts 
of  Central  India.  The  young  forms  have  the  hood  well  developed  and 
are  extremely  striking  in  appearance,  the  lateral  compression  being  very 
marked.  They  look  like  green  leaves. 

In  thick  vegetation  and  in  green  crops,  one  sees  numbers  of  little 
active  green  grasshoppers,  feeding  on  leaves  and  often  very  destructive ; 
these  are  Oxya K  the  common  species  known  as  0.  velox ,  Thunb.  predomi¬ 
nating  ;  these  are  of  small  size,  and  have  a  dark  streak  along  each  side 
and  on  to  the  tegmen.  They  are  found  commonly  in  the  rains  and 
appear  to  emerge  only  at  that  time. 

Collecting,  etc. — Grasshoppers  are  easily  collected,  either  with  a  net 
or  by  hand.  Many  forms  are  got  by  sweeping  in  vegetation  and  this 
is  perhaps  the  best  method.  Few  come  to  lights  ( Epacromia ,  Chroto- 
gonus,  etc.)  or  to  any  bait  that  can  be  put  down.  When  killed  in  a  cya¬ 
nide  bottle  they  make  good  specimens  ;  benzene,  chloroform  and  other 
fluids  are  not  good,  the  hindlegs  being  often  shed  or  broken.  They  are 
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easily  stored  in  paper  cylinders  and  travel  well  through  the  post  in  this 
way  :  if  pinned,  the  left  wings  should  be  spread,  the  pin  through  the  right 
wing  or  thorax.  Large  specimens  may  be  Stuffed,  but  this  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  if  the  specimen  is  properly  dried.  Rearing  from  the  egg  is  some¬ 
times  difficult  unless  done  on  a  really  large  scale  and  even  then  the  right 
conditions  must  be  maintained,  especially  an  adequate  amount  of 
moisture  in  the  air.  Adults  mate  in  large  cages  and  lay  eggs  freely  if 
not  disturbed  and  given  suitable  conditions. 


Fig.  29— Tekatodus  monticollis. 
{From  Cuvier .) 


DECEPTIVE  COLOURING. 


The  Acridiidce  more  than  any  other  group  of  insects  exhibit  that 
combination  of  colours  which  is  designated  under  the  above  term,  a 
scheme  of  colouring  designed  to  deceive  birds  and  other  predators  which 
pursue  these  insects.  The  essential  features  are  a  cryptic  scheme  of 
colouring  functional  when  the  insect  is  at  rest,  with  bright  and  conspi¬ 
cuous  colouring  revealed  only  when  the  insect  is  in  flight  and  concealed 
by  the  forewings  or  by  the  attitude  when  the  insect  alights.  If  one  goes 
into  a  grass  field,  intent  on  observing  large  grasshoppers,  one  will  sud¬ 
denly  see  a  brightly  coloured  insect  jump  up,  fly  a  little  distance  and 
disappear.  One  sees  it  by  the  bright  colours  and  one  can,  as  a  rule, 
easily  follow  its  flight  by  them.  These  bright  colours  are  in  the  lower 
wing  and  perhaps  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  they  are  visible  only  when  the 
forewings  are  expanded  in  flight  revealing  the  large  expanse  of  lower 
wing  and  the  abdomen.  The  insect  in  flight  is  easily  visible  owing  to 
these  bright  colours  and  the  Acridiids  fly  with  a  swift  jerky  motion,  at 
the  end  of  the  flight  suddenly  wheeling  down  and  settling  motionless 
with  closed  wings.  The  eye  has  followed  the  bright  colours  and  loses  the 
insect  as  these  disappear  with  the  closing  of  the  wings  at  the  completion 
of  the  flight.  One’s  eye  is  not  seeking  the  cryptically  coloured  grass¬ 
hopper,  which  thus  escapes  attention,  even  if  one  could  easily  see  the 
motionless  insect  coloured  in  shades  approximating  to  its  surroundings 
and  marked  with  darker  colours  to  suggest  the  light  and  shade  in  the 
vegetation.  With  the  exception  of  the  warningly  coloured  grasshoppers 
and  the  vividly  coloured  locusts,  deceptive  colouration  of  this  kind,  de¬ 
pending  upon  bands  of  yellow,  red  or  other  vivid  tints,  is  very  common 
among  Acridiids.  Exceptionally  beautiful  examples  are  found  in  Gas- 
tromargus  (Oedaleus)  and  in  the  extremely  striking  Teratodus  monticollis , 
the  colouring  in  the  latter  being  on  the  body  under  the  wings  rather 
than  on  the  wings.  An  instance  is  also  found  in  the  Leaf  butterflies 
(Kallima  inachis,  and  K.  Horsfieldi)  in  which  the  upper  surface  of  the 
wing  has  a  bright  orange  blotch,  visible  in  flight,  whilst  the  form  of  the 
wings,  the  colouration  and  the  resting  attitude  are  extraordinarily  like 
a  leaf ;  at  rest  the  insect  is  invisible,  in  flight  it  is  conspicuous  and  the 
transition  from  the  latter  to  the  former  at  the  close  of  a  brief  zigzag  flight 
is  extraordinarily  deceptive. 

Another  group  with  conspicuous  examples  is  the  Sphingidcc,  the 
body  and  forewing  of  the  large  species  being  commonly  coloured  in  dull 
cryptic  tints  which  harmonize  with  bark,  while  the  lower  wings  are 
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banded  in  bright  colours  which  extend  often  to  the  sides  of  the  basal 
abdominal  segments.  The  same  colouring  is  found,  for  instance,  in  Noc- 
tuid  Moths  of  the  genera  Ophideres,  Ophiusa,  Hyblcca  and  Catocala,  as 
well  as  in  the  Mantidce,  a  few  of  the  Arctiince ,  and  an  exceptional  Pyra- 
lid.  Some  Coreidae  also  exhibit  it  and  it  is  probably  commoner  in  cryp¬ 
tically  coloured  insects  than  is  generally  supposed.  The  commoner  Ci¬ 
cadas  exhibit  it  in  exceptional  beauty,  the  cryptic  colouring  being  very 
marked  and  the  lower  wing  very  vivid,  the  flight  jerky  and  in  zigzags. 
We  are  probably  correct  in  concluding  that  in  all  these,  the  insect  relies 
on  its  protective  colouring  first,  but  if  disturbed,  the  deceptive  colouring 
is  brought  into  play  in  the  sudden  quick  flight  to  another  tree,  when 
cryptic  colouring  is  again  predominant.  This  colouring  gives  us  a  glimpse 
into  the  inner  life  of  insects  which  is,  in  its  way,  instructive.  There  are 
so  many  adaptations  of  this  kind  in  insects  that  one  can  realize  dimly 
that,  always  and  at  all  times,  they  are  in  danger  from  birds,  from  lizards, 
from  Asilid  flies,  from  Dragon  flies,  from  Locustids,  from  Mantids  and  so 
on.  To  enable  them  to  escape  they  have  various  forms  of  colouring  but 
the  mere  fact  that  they  are  in  constant  danger  of  being  destroyed  shows 
how  far  their  mentality  must  differ  from  ours  and  how  constant  is  the 
working  of  that  balance  of  life  that  prevents  the  undue  increase  of  any 
one  species  above  its  fellows. 


Lgcustid m— Long- horned  Grasshoppers. 

The  antennas  long,  many -jointed.  The  auditory  organ  on  the  fore  tibia. 
Tarsi  four-jointed.  The  female  with  a  conspicuous  ovipositor. 

This  family  is  at  once  distinguishable  fromthe  Acridiids  by  the  long 
antennae  and  the  position  of  the  auditory  organ ;  it  is  less  clearly  dis- 


Fig.  30— Mecopoda  elongata. 
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tinct  from  Gryllids  in  the  wings  and  tarsi.  These  insects  are  usually  of 
large  size,  none  of  less  than  half  an  inch  in  length,  a  few  exceeding  two 
inches.  They  are  less  robustly  built  than  the  Acridiids  and  include  a 
greater  variety  of  forms.  Many  are  elongate,  the  body  narrow,  the 
general  colour  green  variegated  with  darker  tints,  their  form  and  colour 
blending  with  the  grass  or  vegetation  among  which  they  live.  Others 
are  larger,  the  tegmina  broader  and  leaf-like;  (fig.  31)  the  colour  is  green 


Fig.  31  -Holochlora  albida. 

and  the  veins  of  the  tegmina  suggest  the  veins  on  a  green  leaf.  These 
live  upon  bushy  plants  and  are  well  concealed.  Others  living  upon  bark 
are  grey,  the  tegmina  roughened,  and  so  closely  adapted  are  they  to  their 
habitat  that  they  can  scarcely  be  seen  until  they  are  in  motion. 

The  antennae  are  very  long  and  fine,  with  many  joints,  functioning 
as  delicate  organs  of  touch.  The  mouthparts  are  of  the  herbivorous 
type,  the  mandibles  short  and  powerful,  the  palpi  well  developed.  The 
prothorax  is  large  and  distinct ;  the  tegmina  are  thickened  and  coloured, 
usually  sloping  over  the  abdomen,  with  a  small  basal  flat  area.  In  the 
males,  this  flat  area  is  modified  to  form  a  sound  producing  organ  ;  the 
right  tegmen  overlaps  the  left  and  has  on  its  lower  surface  a  sharp  point ; 
the  left  on  its  upper  surface  a  file  ;  by  the  movement  of  the  tegmina, 
vibration  is  produced,  the  sound  being  intensified  by  the  stiff  tegmina. 
In  some  species  this  organ  occurs  in  both  sexes.  The  hind  wings  are  large 
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and  folded  below  the  tegmina.  A  number  of  species  are  wingless  or  have 
wings  reduced  in  size.  The  foreleg  has  a  swelling  on  the  tibia,  in  which 
is  situated  the  auditory  organ,  closed  externally  by  a  tympanal  mem¬ 
brane  situated  in  a  small  depression.  This  organ  is  not  present  in  all 
species.  The  hind  leg  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Acridiids ,  the  femur 
dilated  near  the  base,  the  tibia  long  and  reaching  to  the  base  of  the  femur. 
The  female  is  characterised  by  the  ovipositor,  a  conspicuous  external 
structure,  often  of  large  size  and  shaped  like  a  sword.  The  male  has 
external  clasping  organs.  The  abdomen  is  soft  and  fleshy,  not  exten¬ 
sible. 

The  life  history  of  no  Indian  species  appears  to  have  been  worked 
out,  though  the  eggs  and  nymphs  are  common.  Eggs  are  laid  in  the 
edges  of  leaves,  in  the  stems  of  grasses,  in  the  bark  of  trees  and  in  the 
soil.  As  a  rale  these  eggs  are  flattened  ;  the  female  makes  a  slit  with 
the  ovipositor  and  deposits  her  eggs  in  the  slit.  Nymphs  are  found  in 
the  habitat  of  the  adults  and  pass  through  an  unknown  number  of 
moults,  the  wings  appearing  gradually. 

Locustids  are,  as  a  rule,  nocturnal  in  habit,  remaining  quietly  in 
concealment  during  the  day  ;  this  is  not  an  invariable  rule.  While 
many  are  herbivorous,  some  are  predaceous  on  insects,  probably  only  in 
part  and  with  the  power  of  becoming  herbivorous  if  food  is  scarce.  The 
holes  eaten  in  the  blades  of  leaves  of  ornamental  shrubs  in  the  plains  are 
probably  the  work  wholly  of  Locustidce  and  a  large  proportion  appear 
to  feed  in  this  way.  Diurnal  species  have  been  seen  to  capture  butter¬ 
flies,  but  as  most  are  nocturnal  their  food  is  not  known.  Many  are  con¬ 
spicuous  songsters,  the  sounds  produced  varying  from  a  deep  harsh  note 
to  a  sustained  high  shrill  one.  Some  come  to  light,  as  do  so  many  winged 
nocturnal  insects.  Locustidce  are  most  abundant  in  the  rainy  months 
and  are  practically  never  captured  during  the  cold  weather  where  this  is 
well  marked.  Hibernation  appears  to  take  place  in  the  egg  stage  but  this 
is  not  certain  and  if  it  occurs,  the  eggs  must  presumably  be  laid  in  some 
situation  more  permanent  than  a  grass  stem  or  a  leaf. 

In  India  none  are  recorded  as  pests  except  the  aberrant  burrowing 
Schizodactylus  whose  habits  place  it  among  Gryllids  rather  than  Locus¬ 
tids.  Elsewhere  are  few  which  become  sufficiently  abundant  to  be  des¬ 
tructive  to  cultivated  plants.  These  insects  are  rarely  found  in  numbers 
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in  India  and  appear  to  increase  slowly.  The  Conocephali  that  live  in 
grass  are  perhaps  the  most  abundant. 

The  most  recent  catalogue  of  the  family  is  Kirby’s  in  Volume  II 
of  “Synonymic  Catalogue  of  the  Orthoptera”  (1907).  Following  Brun¬ 
ner  he  divides  the  family  into  24  sub-families  half  of  which  are  unknown 
in  “India”  or  known  from  single  genera  only,  while  four  only  contain  the 
majority  of  our  species.  A  total  of  205  species  is  enumerated  from  India, 
Burmah  and  Ceylon,  though  the  family  is  extremely  little  known  in 
India  and  many  species  remain  to  be  found.  In  this  as  in  other  Orthop¬ 
terous  families,  the  number  of  tropical  forms  far  exceeds  the  Himalayan 
and  pahearctic,  though  in  this  family  more  than  others  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  are  forest  species  and  are  found  but  rarely  in  the  cultivated  plains. 
The  literature  of  Indian  forms  is  given  by  Kirby  ;  the  works  of  Brunner, 
Bolivar,  Redtenbacher,  Saussure  are  the  most  important.  The  distri¬ 
bution  of  species  is  as  follows  : — Stenopelmatince  5,  Rhaphidophorince  3, 
Gryllacrince  40,  Decticince  1,  Scyince  1,  Conocephalince  13,  Agrceciince 
10,  Xiphidiince  8,  Listrocebince  6,  Eumegalodontince  1,  Prophalangop- 
since  1,  Psendophyllince  45,  Mecophodince  2,  Phyllophorince  7,  Phane- 
ropterince  57. 


Stenopelmatince.  Oryctopus  includes  two  species  found  in  burrows 
in  a  river  bank  near  Trichinopoly  by  the  Professors  of  St.  Joseph’s  Col¬ 
lege.  The  male  has  rudiments  of  tegmina  and  wings,  well  developed 
eyes  and  tarsal  claws ;  the  female  has  quite  small  eye  spots,  the  antennae 
are  very  small  or  absent,  the  tarsal  claws  rudimentary,  the  ovipositor 
absent  and  the  insect  is 
wholly  apterous.  Both 
sexes  were  found  to¬ 
gether  in  the  burrow. 

Two  species  are  des¬ 
cribed,  0.  Bolivari , 

Brunn.  and  0.  prodi- 
giosus,  Bol.  (fig.  32). 

We  figure  the  female 
from  Bolivar  (Ann. 

Soc.  Ent.  France,  1899, 

784). 
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Gryllacrinw .  Schizodactylm  monstruosus ,  Don,  (fig.  33)  (the  bher- 
wa  of  Behai)  is  an  extraordinary  insect,  rather  doubtfully  placed  in 


Fig.  33— SCHIZODACTYLUS  MONSTRUOSUS. 
(F.  M.  H.) 


this  family.  It  is  a  large  insect,  robustly  built,  with  long  tegmina 
which  roll  up  into  a  spiral ;  the  sides  of  the  tegmina  turn  down 
abruptly  as  in  the  Gryllidce  and  the  tarsi  have  curious  flat  expansions. 
The  appearance  of  the  insect  is  extremely  striking  and  its  large  jaws 
make  it  appear  ferocious.  It  is  wholiy  a  burrowing  insect,  living  in 
sandy  soil  and  often  near  rivers,  making  deep  burrows  in  which  it 
lives.  The  eggs  are  laid  in  the  burrow,  the  female  having  no  ovipositor 
and  behaving  much  like  a  cricket.  It  is  believed  to  be  carnivorous, 
and  is  destructive  to  crops  only  when  its  borrows  are  so  abundant 
that  it  cuts  the  roots  of  plants.  Its  distribution  in  India  is  a  curious 
one  including  Tirhoot,  parts  of  Assam,  Bellary,  parts  of  Sind  and 
Multan.  Apparently  it  is  dependent  upon  peculiar  conditions  of  soil 
and  moisture. 
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Conocephalinae. — Conocephalus  includes  narrow  grasshopper-like 
forms  which  live  in  grass.  Their  eggs  are  laid  in  the  stems  of  grasses 


Fig.  34— Conocephalus  indicus  redt. 


and  the  insects  of  all  ages  are  found  in  waste  lands  and  long  grass. 
The  males  produce  a  sustained  shrill  note  which  is  exceedingly  difficult 
to  locate  and  the  shrill  music  heard  in  long  grass  is  mainly  produced 
by  these  species.  C.  indicus ,  Redt.  and  C.  pallidus,  Redt.  are  the 
common  species. 

Mecopodinae. — Mecopoda  elongata  (fig.  30)  is  a  very  large  form,  of 
a  dark  brown  colour,  of  the  “  dead-leaf  5  5  tint,  the  tegmina  often  with 
markings  such  as  are  found  on  decaying  leaves  ;  it  is  found  sparsely 
over  the  plains,  among  trees  and  not  in  the  open. 

Pseudophyllinae. — Sathrophyllia  includes  the  large  flattened  forms 
coloured  like  bark,  which  are  found  sitting  motionless  on  the  bark 
of  trees  by  day  and  are  active  by  night.  Their  roughened  upper 
surface,  their  colouring  in  dull  shades  of  brown  and  grey,  their 
flattened  form  and  motionless  attitude  pressed  against  the  bark  renders 
them  a  very  notable  case  of  cryptic  form  and  colouring  and  they  are 
extremely  difficult  to  see. 

Collecting. — Locustids  are  best  collected  by  careful  search  among 
grass,  on  bushes,  on  the  bark  of  trees,  under  the  loose  sheets  of  bark  that 
are  found  on  some  trees  and  between  the  sheathing  leaf-stalks  of  palms. 
Rearing  is  apparently  possible  only  when  the  food  habits  of  the  young 
are  first  ascertained.  When  killed  (in  a  cyanide  or  B.  C.  bottle),  they 
should  be  pinned  through  the  right  tegmen,  the  left  tegmen  and  wings 
set.  Drying  must  be  very  thorough  as  the  abdomen  is  very  fleshy,  but 
if  properly  done,  stuffing  the  abdomen  with  carbolised  cotton  or  other 
similar  treatment  is  not  required. 
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GtRyllid^j. — Crickets. 

Leafing  insects ,  with  usually  long  filiform  antennae .  The  auditory  organ 
is  on  the  fore  tibia.  The  wings  are  turned  over  at  right  angles  from 
the  dorsal  to  the  lateral  surface  of  the  body.  Tarsi  three-jointed ; 
female  with  a  long  ovipositor. 

Gryllidce  are  distinct  from  Locustidce  in  the  tarsi  and  the  wings; 
they  are,  however,  a  group  which  contain  many  different  types  of  insects 

which  hardly  fall  into  one 
family  and  which,  with  further 
knowledge,  will  probably  be 
split  up.  All  do  not  have  long 
antennae  ;  some  have  no  ovi¬ 
positor,  and  in  others  the 
wings  are  not  deflexed.  If 
we  remember  Schizodactylus 
which  may  be  a  Gryllid,  and 
are  familiar  with  Gryllotalpa 
and  Tridactylus,  it  is  easy  to 
realise  that  Locustidce  and 
Gryllidce  are  hard  to  separate 
and  that  peculiar  environ¬ 
ment  has  produced  such 
changes  in  some  forms  that 
they  scarcely  come  within  the 
definition  of  the  family.  The 
Gryllidce  as  a  whole  are  a 
large  family  not  of  great  importance  economically  and  not  interesting 
to  the  ordinary  student  of  nature.  The  Indian  species  are  probably 
very  imperfectly  known.  Brunner  lists  43  species  from  Burma h  of 
which  he  describes  20  as  new  to  science  ;  Bolivar  lists  35  from  South 
India  of  which  14  were  new.  Kirby’s  Catalogue  lists  130  species 
from  India,  Burmah  and  Ceylon  of  which  80  occur  in  India.  There  are 
probably  many  new  species  to  be  found  and  there  is  much  interesting 
work  to  be  done  in  the  biology  of  all  of  them.  The  works  of  Saussure, 
Brunner  van  Wattenwyl  and  Bolivar  include  the  most  important 
literature  of  the  family  as  a  whole. 

XIL 


Fig.  35— Liogryllus  bimaculatus. 
(I.  M.  N.) 
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Allowing  them  to  be  a  group  which  will  eventually  be  split  up  and  are 
now  maintained  lor  convenience  rather  than  logical  fact  we  can  discuss 
them  individually  and  need  make  no  general  statements  about  the 
family  as  a  whole.  The  family  is  by  de  Saussure  divided  into  seven 
tribes,  regarded  by  Kirby  as  six  sub-families.  The  following  key 
follows  de  Saussure5 s  arrangement  and  is  given  in  Sharp’s  Insects  : — 

1.  Antennae  ten-jointed  ;  posterior  tarsi  aborted.  Tribe  1.  Tri- 
dactylides. 

I5.  Antennae  many  jointed  ;  posterior  tarsi  normal. 

2.  Tarsi  compressed,  the  second  joint  minute. 

3.  Anterior  legs  fossorial  ;  anterior  tibiae  at  the  apex  with  two  to 
four  divisions.  Pronotum  elongate,  ovate,  rounded  behind.  Female 
without  ovipositor.  Tribe  2.  Gryllotalpides . 

3’.  Anterior  legs  formed  for  walking.  Ovipositor  of  the  female 
visible  (either  elongate  or  rudimentary). 

4.  Posterior  tibiae  biseriately  serrate.  Tribe  3.  Myrmecophilides . 

4’.  Posterior  tibiae  biseriately  spinose.  Ovipositor  straight. 

5.  Antennae  short,  thickish,  almost  thread-like.  Facial  scutellum  ex- 
serted  between  antennae.  Posterior  tibiae  dilated.  Gen.  Myrmecophila* 

5’.  Antennae  elongate,  setaceous.  Facial  scutellum  transveise, 
visible  below  the  antennae.  Tibiae  slender. 

6.  Posterior  tibiae  armed  with  two  strong  spines,  not  serrate  be¬ 
tween  the  spines.  Tribe  4.  Gryllides . 

6’.  Posterior  tibiae  slender,  armed  with  slender  spines,  and  ser¬ 
rate  between  them.  Tribe  5.  Oecanthides. 

2’.  Second  joint  of  the  tarsi  depressed,  heart-shaped. 

3.  Posterior  tibiae  not  serrate,  but  biseriately  spinose. 

4.  The  spines  on  each  side  three  and  mobile  ;  apical  spurs  on  the 
inner  side  only  two  in  number.  Ovipositor  short,  curved.  Tribe  6. 
Trigonidiides. 

4’.  The  spines  numerous,  fixed.  Ovipositor  elongate,  straight. 
Gen.  Stenogrylliis. 

::  The  genus  MyrmecophUa ,  being  exceptional  in  several  respects,  is  treated  separately. 
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3’.  Posterior  tibiae  serrate  and  spinose  on  each  side,  the  apical 
spurs,  as  usual,  three  on  each  side.  Ovipositor  straight  or  curved. 
Tribe  7.  Eneopterides. 

We  may  here  discuss  the  group  under  divisions  including  the  Tridac- 
tijlince  (small  surface  crickets),  Gryllotalpince  (mole  crickets),  Gryllince 
(house  and  field  crickets,  burrowing  crickets),  Oecanihince  (plant 
crickets). 

Tridactylince  are  small  insects,  measuring  about  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  in  length  ;  the  antennae  are  short  with  about  ten  joints,  the  wings 


Fig.  36— Tridactylus  sp.  x  8. 


in  some  are  imperfectly  developed,  in  some  fully  developed  ;  the  abdo¬ 
men  terminates  in  six  processes  like  cerci,  which  are  hairy  and  strongly 
suggest  the  hairy  processes  used  by  some  aquatic  larvae  to  support 
themselves  on  the  surface  film  of  water  while  they  get  air.  The  hind 
legs  terminate  in  two  straight  processes,  the  tarsus  not  being  formed,  and 
the  tibia  also  bears  lateral  processes,  which  apparently  are  spread  out 
upon  the  wet  soil  on  which  the  insect  lives  and  act  as  supports  ;  these 
lateral  processes  are  also  capable  of  being  closed  up.  These  little  insects 
live  upon  damp  soil ;  they  are  common  on  the  banks  of  tanks,  in  irrigated 
fields,  in  watered  gardens  ;  they  prepare  small  galleries  by  burrowing 
along  the  surface  of  the  soil  and  live  in  these  burrows.  They  form  a  very 
large  part  of  the  tiny  “flies”  which  crowd  in  hordes  round  lamps  in  such 
places  as  Calcutta  and  are  enormously  abundant  in  places  near  large 
rivers.  Tridactylus  variegatus ,  Latr.  in  Europe  is  said  to  burrow  in  the 
sand  of  river  banks.  Tridactylus  thoracicus,  Guer.  from  the  Nilgiris,  T. 
major ,  Scudd.  from  “India”  and  T.  castetsi ,  Bol.  from  Trichinopoly  are 
our  recorded  species. 

Gryllotalpince  include  large  insects,  which  are  characterised  readily 
by  the  forelegs,  which  are  profoundly  modified  to  form  powerful  digging 
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instruments.  These  insects  grow  to  a  length  of  over  one  inch,  the  head 
and  prothorax  very  hard,  the  antennae  short,  the  wings  tightly  wrapped 
round  the  soft  abdomen  (fig.  37).  As  in  other  Gryllids,  the  hind 
wings  are  extended  backwards  and  appear  as  a  slender  process  beyond 


the  tegmina  when  at  rest.  There  is  a  pair  of  cerci  at  the  end  of  the 
abdomen.  The  forelegs  are  extremely  powerful  and  by  digging  and  press¬ 
ing,  the  hard  head  and  prothorax  is  forced  through  the  soil,  the  soft 
abdomen  and  weaker  posterior  legs  following.  The  female  is  destitute  of 
an  ovipositor  and  lays  her  eggs  (fig.  38)  in  the  burrow,  which  extends  to 
a  considerable  depth  below  the  surface.  These  eggs  have  been  found  in 


Fig.  38— Gryllotalpa  afbicana  ;  eggs,  beduced  to  f,  and  jsymph. 


a  cluster  in  the  moist  sand  of  the  river  bank,  soft  white  oval  eggs  lying 
loosely  in  a  round  chamber  at  some  depth  in  the  sand.  The  young 
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nymphs  thrive  on  a  diet  of  tiy  grubs,  worms  and  other  small  animal  life 
making  small  burrows  in  the  loose  sand. 

Like  other  parts  of  the  earth’s  surface,  the  soil  for  some  twenty  feet 
down  contains  abundant  insect  and  other  life,  which  forms  the  food  of 
the  mole  cricket  and  in  search  of  which  it  burrows  through  the  soil. 
When  its  burrows  are  near  the  surface,  damage  is  caused  to  the  roots  of 
plants  and  the  insect  is  destructive  to  this  extent. 

The  winged  imago  flies  at  night  and  comes  to  light  very  readily. 
In  the  rains  they  are  often  flooded  out  and  in  dry  weather  descend 
deeper  for  soil  moisture.  There  are  many  ingenious  ways  of  destroying 
them,  none  sufficiently  effective  to  appeal  to  any  but  an  economic 
entomologist.  Two  species  occur  in  India.  Gryllotalpa  africana,  Pal.  B., 
which  is  widespread  over  the  plains  and  lower  hills  (also  through  the 
warmer  parts  of  Asia  and  Europe),  and  G.  vulgaris ,  Latr.,  found  in  the 
Himalayas  and  common  also  in  Europe,  Egypt,  Western  Asia,  etc. 
Throughout  our  area,  africana  alone  appears  to  occur. 

The  Myrmecophilince  are  small  insects  chiefly  interesting  because 
they  are  found  in  ant’s  nests.  A  variety  of  Myrmecophila  acervorum , 
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Panz.,  was  found  byWroughton,  M.  plagiolepidis  Wassm,  by  Assmuth, 
while  Ornebius  Guerini,  Bob,  and  0.  nigripalpis,  Guer.,  and  Pteroplistus 
platycleis,  Boh,  are  recorded  from  South  India  and  several  from 
Burmah.  (See  below  under  Myrmecophilous  Insects  after  Paussidce.) 

We  come  then  to  the  Gryllince,  the  “crickets.”  These  insects  are 
distinguished  from  Locustides  by  the  characters  given  at  the  head  of  the 
section.  They  vary  in  size  from  half  an  inch  to  over  two  inches  in  length  ; 
the  colours  are  dull,  mainly  cryptic,  brown  predominating  with  black 
and  rarely  yellow-brown.  None  are  brilliant  or  conspicuous,  and  the 
colouring  is  that  of  other  surface-living  insects.  The  antennas  are  long 
and  filiform  ;  head  large,  the  prothorax  distinct.  The  tegmina  are 
deflexed,  the  inner  area  lying  flat  on  the  upper  surface,  the  outer  area  ver¬ 
tically  against  the  side  of  the  body.  The  lower  wings  are  produced  back 
and  when  at  rest,  give  the  appearance  of  a  projecting  sting  or  process. 
At  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  are  two  cerci,  and  as  the  female  has  a  long 
fine  ovipositor,  the  hind  end  of  a  female  cricket  bristles  with  formidable 
looking  structures.  Auditory  organs  are  situate  in  the  foreleg,  as  in  the 
Locustidge. 

Gryllidae  produce  loud  and  sustained  sounds,  often  very  shrill,  by 
the  rapid  vibration  of  the  wings,  one  (right)  working  over  the  other  (left), 
the  edge  of  the  one  acting  on  the  file  on  the  other.  The  males  have  the 
flat  area  of  the  tegmina  modified  to  intensify  the  sound,  though  to  a  less 
extent  than  is  the  case  in  Locustidse.  The  sound  is  peculiarly  shrill  and 
sustained,  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  the  field.  Some  of  the  smaller 
species  may  be  seen  to  be  vibrating  their  wings  but  the  sound  produced 
is  not  audible  to  everyone,  the  pitch  being  so  high  it  is  beyond  the  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  normal  human  ear.  Apterous  forms  also  occur  and  species 
in  which  the  wings  are  reduced  in  size.  Almost  nothing  is  known  of  the 
life  history  of  Indian  crickets.  The  young  are  similar  in  general  appear¬ 
ance  to  the  adults,  but  the  number  of  moults  is  not  known. 

There  are  practically  three  distinct  classes  of  crickets.  Some  bur¬ 
row  deeply  in  the  soil,  making  very  extensive  burrows  which  have  several 
openings  at  the  surface.  Others  live  on  the  surface,  among  fallen  leaves 
and  other  debris  and  make  short  burrows  into  which  to  retire  but  do  not 
habitually  live  concealed  in  them.  Of  these  a  few  are  household  insects. 
Others  live  on  plants,  passing  their  life  among  bushy  vegetation. 
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The  burrowing  species  are  vegetarian  feeding  upon  roots  and  also 
coming  up  at  night  to  cut  off  green  vegetation.  Little  is  known  of  the 
food  of  other  species.  The  small  bush  crickets  are  to  some  extent  pre¬ 
daceous  on  small  insects  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  they  are  vege¬ 
tarian.  The  surface-living  species  are  possibly  also  predaceous  but  one 
at  least  is  found  feeding  upon  living  plants.  Crickets  are  universally 
distributed  in  India  and  are  perhaps  as  abundant  in  the  drier  plain  areas 
as  in  the  moist  tracts  of  the  delta  and  forest  districts. 

The  large  brown  cricket  (Br  achy  try  pes  achatinus,  Stoll.),  is  the  most 
familiar  burrowing  species,  found  commonly  in  the  Himalayas  and  the 


Fig.  40— Braohytrypes  achatinus.  Egg.  x  4.  Nymph,  fourth 
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adjacent  plains,  in  Assam  and  Burma.  It  has  a  wide  distribution  in 
Eastern  Asia  and  may  be  widely  distributed  in  suitable  localities  through¬ 
out  the  plains.  It  grows  to  a  large  size  and  is  rarely  seen  on  the  surface 
save  when  the  heavy  rains  flood  it  out  from  its  burrows.  At  dusk,  the 
male  comes  to  the  surface,  and  pours  fortli  its  strident  note,  the  sustain¬ 
ed  shrill  vibration  being  very  piercing  and,  as  one  approaches,  beating 
in  the  ears  with  extraordinary  intensity ;  even  a  Cicada  hardly  produces 
such  intensity  of  sound.  At  night  the  cricket  seeks  its  food,  the  leaves 
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and  shoots  of  plants  which  it  eats  or  draws  into  its  burrow.  The  life 
history  occupies  one  year,  the  winged  adults  being  found  from  late  April 
to  September,  only  nymphs  being  found  in  the  cold  weather.  It  has  been 
successfully  reared  in  the  Pusa  insectary  on  a  diet  of  green  lucerne  and 
other  plants.  This  species  is  the  prey  of  Sphex  lohatus  the  metallic  green 
digger  wasp  (see  Sphegidce ).  Liogryllus  bimaculatus ,  deG.  is  black,  with 
an  orange  spot  at  the  base  of  each  tegmen.  It  appears  to  occur  through¬ 
out  India,  and  is  stated  to  be  found  throughout  the  East.  It  has  been 
found  in  Khandesh  to  cut  through  the  stems  of  potato  plants  at  soil 
level.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  97  .) 

Gryllodes  melanocephalus,  Serv.  (fig.  41)  is  reported  as  injurious  to 
crops  and  has  been  found  in  some  number  in  parts  of  the  Punjab.  It  is  a 


Fig.  41— Gryllodes  melanocephalus. 

(I.  M.  N.) 


surface-burrowing  species,  Jiving  in  the  fields  and  not  making  deep  bur¬ 
rows.  There  are  a  large  number  of  species  to  be  found  in  the  plains  and 
an  investigation  of  the  Indian  species  is  much  to  be  desired. 

Kirby  (Synonymic  Catalogue  of  Orthoptera,  Vol.  II,  1906),  records 
Pctranemobius  1,  Nemobius  4,  Brachytrypes  3,  Gymnogryllus  3,  Gryllus  12. 
Gryllodes  6,  Cophogryllus  2,  Seapsipedus  2,  Homaloblemmus  1,  Loxoblem- 
musl,Landrena  1,  as  genera  represented  in  India,  apart  from  Himalaya, 
Ceylon  and  Burma h. 
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The  Oecanthince  are  represented  by  Oecanthus  indicus  Sauss.,  a  deli¬ 
cate  whitish  insect  with  a  tinge  of  pellucid  green.  It  has  the  general 
characters  of  Gryllids  but  is 
easily  recognisable.  This  in¬ 
sect  is  found  upon  plants, 
in  rice  fields  and  in  dense  moist 
vegetation.  Its  life  history 
does  not  appear  to  have  been 
worked  out  in  India.  It  is,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  preda¬ 
ceous  and  has  been  observed 
eating  insects  it  has  captured 
in  the  field.  Other  recorded 
Indian  species  are  Arachnomi- 
mus  picticeps ,  Wlk.,  A.  duhius , 

Boh,  and  Oecanthus  rufescens , 

Serv. 

The  Trigonidiince  are  but 
little  known  and  only  five 
species  are  recorded  from 
India  proper  :  these  are 
Trigonidium  cicindeloides , 

Ramb.,  T.  gigas ,  Bob,  Cyrtoxipha  (Eneoptera)  fascipes ,  Wlk.,  C.  con- 
color ,  Wlk.,  and  C.  alboatra,  Wlk. 

The  Eneopterince  include  Madasumma  (7  spp.)  as  well  as  Patiscus 
quadripunctatus ,  Bob,  Corixogryllus  abbreviatus ,  Bob,  and  Meloimorpha 
cincticornis ,  Wlk. 

Collecting. — A  knowledge  of  their  habitat  is  the  surest  guide  to  the 
methods  of  obtaining  crickets  of  all  kinds.  Tridactylides  are  readily 
found  in  moist  places,  and  also  at  light ;  Gryllotalpa  comes  to  light  and 
may  be  dug  out ;  the  Gryllides  can  be  dug  out,  found  among  fallen 
vegetation,  or  caught  in  the  evening  when  they  emerge  ;  some  come  to 
light  and  some  are  flooded  out  in  the  rains.  Oecanthides  are  found  upon 
plants  and  are  best  looked  for  when  sweeping  pests  in  rice. 

The  lesser  forms  are  very  little  known,  on  account  of  their  fragility, 
and  the  number  of  undescribed  forms  is  probably  very  large  :  equally 


Fig.  42— Oecanthus  indicus.  x  3. 
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little  is  known  of  their  habits  or  life-histories  and  there  is  room  here  for 
a  very  extended  investigation  by  an  observer  situated  in  the  plains, 
where  these  little  insects  abound. 


ATTRACTION  TO  LIGHT 

Among  the  many  methods  adopted  by  Entomologists  to  obtain 
insects  in  number,  the  light  trap  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  effica¬ 
cious.  In  India,  the  attraction  of  insects  to  light  is  so  disagreeably  and 
abundantly  proved,  that  it  is  familiar  to  every  one,  though  there  is  little 
exact  information  as  to  which  insects  come  to  light.  The  real  difficulty 
is  not  to  get  the  insects  to  come  to  light  but  to  catch  them  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  when  they  come. 

Generally  speaking,  a  little  is  known  as  to  the  groups  that  are 
attracted  by  light  and  some  careful  collecting  at  light  for  a  few  years 
would  soon  furnish  the  data  necessary  to  list  the  light-loving  species. 

A  curious  point  is  the  kind  of  light ;  the  intense  white  of  an  arc  light 
brings  insects  in  hordes  as  can  be  seen  on  Howrah  bridge  or  on  a  river 
steamer  ;  the  same  is  true  of  the  acetylene  light,  a  very  white  intense 
light ;  the  yellower  oil  light  may  attract  fewer  insects  because  of  its  less 
range  but  this  is  by  no  means  certain.  Whether  coloured  lights  exert 
the  same  influence,  and  which  colours  are  best  would  appear  to  be  a  pro¬ 
mising  line  of  research,  especially  in  relation  to  injurious  insects  as  one 
might  then  be  able  to  discriminate  the  harmful  and  not  destroy  the  harm¬ 
less.  Actually  no  experiments  on  this  point  seen  to  have  been  made 
in  this  country  and  our  data  refer  to  white  light  entirely. 

A  consideration  of  the  insects  that  are  known  to  come  to  light  in 
any  country,  has  not,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  led  to  any  facts  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  attraction  light  exerts  ;  Crepuscular  or  Nocturnal 
insects  are  not  attracted  as  a  body,  though  naturally  nearly  all  that 
are  attracted  to  light  are  insects  that  are  active  after  daylight. 
Only  Hying  insects  are  known  to  be  attracted,  but  so  far  as  we  are 
aware  all  experiments  have  been  made  with  a  light  elevated  above  the 
ground  and  without  means  of  trapping  walking  insects.  A  considerable 
proportion  that  come  are  ground  insects,  such  as  the  Ground  beetles, 
but  the  proportion  is  only  what  one  would  expect  when  one  considers  how 
large  is  this  part  of  the  fauna.  The  principal  families  found  at  white  light 
in  India  are  mentioned  below  but  this  account  is  a  very  incomplete  one. 

Blattids  are  rarely  caught  but  some  species  have  found  their  way 
to  light  traps.  Of  Acridiidce ,  Epacromia  dorsalis  is  a  very  notable  ex¬ 
ample,  coming  abundantly  to  lights  even  into  houses.  A  small  number 
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of  other  Acridiidce  have  the  same  habit.  Conocephalus  among  Locus- 
tidce ,  as  well  as  Schizodactylus  and  a  few  green  species,  are  found  at  light. 
Of  Gryllidce ,  the  burrowing  mole  crickets,  Br  achy  try  pes,  Gryllus ,  Nemo- 
bius  and  other  Gryllince ,  are  attracted  ;  the  little  Tridactylince  come 
in  hordes  to  lamps  and  are  extraordinarily  abundant  at  some  seasons 
even  at  a  feeble  railway  station  lamp.  Embiids,  winged  termites  and 
Myrmeleonids  come  readily  ;  Phryganeids  are  conspicuous  by  their  pre¬ 
sence,  as  are  Ephemerids ,  Mantispides,  Ascalaphides  and  Chrysopides. 
Nearly  all  Hymenoptera  are  diurnal,  but  the  flying  ants  are  often  caught 
in  very  large  numbers  at  light  traps  and  some  few  Parasitica.  Of  Coleop- 
tera  the  nocturnal  Scarabceids,  principally  Melolonthids  and  Bynastids 
with  some  of  the  Coprids  ( Geotrupids )  are  attracted,  as  are  the  Carabidce 
(especially  Scaritides),  Paussidce,  Cantharidce ,  some  Malacodermids  and 
an  occasional  weevil  (. Asemus ). 

Moths  come  freely,  especially  the  Noctuids  and  Pyralids,  with  some 
Sphingids  but  not  every  species  is  attracted  and  the  fact  has  to  be 
ascertained  for  each  species.  Cydnince  are  the  only  Pentatomids  known  to 
me  to  be  freely  attracted  to  light  and  this  is  possibly  due  to  their  habits ; 
the  Ganges  ferry  steamers  are  sometimes  swarming  with  Stibaropus,  and, 
as  all  know,  the  ‘  ‘Gundi’  ’  ( Cydnus )  is  only  too  fond  of  coming  to  the  lamp 
at  dinner  time.  Nezara  viridula,  Linn.,  is  exceptional  as  being  attract¬ 
ed  to  light,  and  there  are  others.  Aquatic  Rhynchota  are  not  uncommon 
at  light  and  the  little  Corixa  hieroglyphica  is  occasionally  very  abundant. 
Cicadids  are  caught  at  light  occasionally,  the  giant  water  bug  ( Belostoma ) 
constantly. 

Of  the  Fulgoridce,  the  small  Delphacince  come  in  swarms,  as  do  the 
Jassidce  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  other  Homoptera  though  there  are  very  like¬ 
ly  others,  and  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  Diptera,  except  Chirono- 
midce  and  Psychodidce.  The  reader  can  see  from  the  above  how 
diverse  are  the  insects  that  are  attracted  and  what  a  curious  selection  of 
the  nocturnal  insects  it  is  ;  whether  there  is  a  real  physiological  explana¬ 
tion,  whether  some  are  more  curious  than  others,  or  whether  some  have 
more  leisure  to  investigate  strange  phenomena,  we  must  leave  to  others 
to  decide. 

The  use  of  lights  and  light  traps  has  been  a  favourite  method  with 
agriculturists  in  dealing  with  certain  classes  of  pests,  but  .it  is  a  method 
of  very  uncertain  value  and  it  is  not  a  method  generally  useful  ;  it  is 
essential  to  be  certain  that  the  pest  to  be  captured  does  really  come  to 
light  freely  and  this  is  a  point  usually  neglected. 
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An  assemblage  of  heterogeneous  families,  united  in  one  order  rather  for  con¬ 
venience  than  scientific  accuracy.  There  are  two  pairs  of  wings,  with 
many  veins,  both  functional  in  flight  and  often  of  equal  or  nearly  equal 
size.  The  mouthparts  are  mandibulate,  usually  of  the  predaceous  type. 
The  metamorphosis  is  incomplete  in  a  part,  complete  in  the  remainder, 
the  pupa  usually  active  at  the  emergence  of  the  imago. 

In  a  large  number  the  nymphal  or  larval  life  is  the  only  period  of  long  duration 
and  activity  :  in  the  remainder  the  imaginal  is  as  long  as  the  nymphal 
and  of  equal  importance.  The  order  includes  predaceous  and  scaveng¬ 
ing,  land  and  aquatic  insects.  None  are  parasitic,  and  none  herbivorous. 

The  order  is  here  divided  into  ten  families  ;  grouped  in  series  : — 

No  Metamorphosis. 

I. — Wingless  and  Semiparasitic. 

Mallophaga. — On  warm-blooded  animals. 

Embiidce. — Two  pairs  of  narrow  equal  wings, 
few  veins.  Pro  thorax  small. 
Termitidce. — Two  pairs  of  narrow  equal  wings, 
many  veined.  Pro  thorax  large. 
Social. 

Psocidce. — Forewing  larger  than  hindwing, 
with  few  cross  veins.  Pro  thorax 
l  small.  Gregarious. 

'Perlidce. — Hind  wings  larger  than  fore  wings, 
folded.  Coxae  small,  wide  apart. 
Antennae  long.  Cerci  in  some  forms. 
Tarsi  3 -jointed. 

,  Odonata. — Antennae  short.  Two  pairs  of  sub¬ 
equal  wings,  not  folded  over  ab¬ 
domen. 

Ephemeridce. — Antennae  short.  Two  or  three 
cerci.  Hindwings  small  or  absent. 
Wings  held  upwards. 


11. — Land  Insects. 
Pse  udoneuroptera . 


III. — Aquatic  Insects. 
Neuroptera 
amphibiotica . 
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A  Metamorphosis. 

Sialidce.  Sialince. — Antennae  long,  wings 
not  reticulate.  No  cerci. 
Raphidiince. — Prothorax  long. 
Panorpidce. — Head  rostrate. 

Hemerobiidce. — Antennae  long,  wings  equal. 

much  reticulate,  no  cerci.  Tarsi 
5- jointed. 

Myrmeleonince.  — Antennae  knobbed, 
short. 

Ascalaphince. — Antennae  knobbed, 
long. 

N  emopterince. — Hindwings  long  and 
very  narrow. 

Mantispince. — F  orelegs  as  in 
Mantidae. 

Hemerobiince.—  Antennae  monili- 
form. 

Chrysopince.  — Antennae  setiform. 
Conio pterygin  ce .  — W  ing  s  p  o  wdery . 

V. — No  Mandibles  in  IPhryganeidce. — Wings  hairy,  an  anal  area  to 

adult.  I  hindwing,  which  is  longer  than 

Neuroptera  |  forewing.  Coxae  long,  contigu- 

Trichoptera.  !  ous.  Tarsi  5- jointed. 

The  relationships  of  these  families  are  obscure,  and  it  is  probably 
useless  to  attempt  to  derive  them  from  any  common  stock.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  complicated  by  the  number  of  aquatic  families,  which  we  may  take 
to  have  been  derived  from  terrestrial  air-breathing  forms.  Equally  the 
semi-parasitic  Mallophciga  are  probably  derived  from  free-living  forms. 
It  is  reasonable  to  accept  present-day  Termitidce  as  a  separate  branch, 
derived  possibly  from  forms  which  were  connected  with  the  Blattid 
ancestors:  Embiidce  and  Psocidce  are  off-shoots  from  some  primitive 
form  of  Neuropteron  possibly  related  to  Forficulidce.  Ephemeridce  and 
Odonata  are  derived  from  insects  found  far  back  in  geological  times, 
which  had  probably  a  common  ancestral  race,  which  was  terrestrial : 
the  Perlidae  are  related  to  the  Ephemeridce  and  probably  are  a  recent 
branch.  Sialidce  and  Panorpidce  may  be  branches  from  one  stock,  in 
which  metamorphosis  was  developed,  and  from  which  came,  far  back, 
the  Hemerobiidce.  Trichoptera  also  remain  and  in  the  absence  of  data, 
it  may  perhaps  be  placed  as  an  offshoot  of  the  ancestral  race  in  which 
metamorphosis  had  been  developed,  emerging  therefore  from  the 


IY. — Mandibles  in  adult. 
Neuroptera 

Planipennia . 
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terrestrial  ancestor  of  the  Planipennia .  Quite  possibly  this  branch 
leads  on  from  an  ancestor  of  the  present  Trichoptera  to  the  Lepidoptera , 
the  ancestor  of  Micropteryx  and  of  Trichoptera  being  the  same  and  thus 
giving  the  point  of  contact. 

Mallophaga. — Biting  Lice . 

Small  wingless  insects]  nearly  all  parasitic  on  birds.  They  have  biting 
mouthparts  and  the  body  is  flattened ,  the  head 
often  large  and  broad . 

The  Mallophaga  or  Bird-lice  are  sometimes  confused  with  the  Pedi- 
culidce  (Head-lice  and  body-lice).  Although  both  are  parasitic  on  warm¬ 
blooded  animals  and  have  somewhat  the  same  appearance,  they  are 
quite  distinct,  the  Pediculidce  being  sucking  insects,  allied  to  Hemiptera, 
while  the  Mallophaga  have  well-developed  biting  mouthparts  and  never 
suck,  living  on  the  dry  skin,  scurf,  and  feathers  of  their  hosts.  Their 
relationship  to  other  insects  is  doubtful,  and  Kellogg,  who  has  mono¬ 
graphed  the  group  (Genera  In  sec  to  rum  Fasc.  66)  reckons  them  as  a 
distinct  Order.  Mallophaga  spend  their  whole  life  on  the  host,  and  soon 
die  when  removed  or  when  the  body  of  the  host  becomes  cold  in  death. 
Observations  on  their  life-histories  are  for  this  reason  difficult,  and  little 
is  known  except  that  the  metamorphosis  is  incomplete.  Kellogg  puts 
the  known  species  at  over  a  thousand,  and  a  large  number  of  these  are 
restricted  to  one  definite  species  of  bird  ;  others  are  found  on  several 
different  birds,  but  usually  these  birds  either  are  accustomed  to  associate 
one  with  another  in  flocks,  or  belong  to  closely  related  species,  though 
these  related  species  may  occur  only  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the 
world. 

Kellogg  explains  this  curious  fact  by  reference  to  the  sedentary 
mode  of  life  of  the  insects,  which  prevents  their  spreading  from  bird  to 
bird  except  by  actual  contact.  He  supposes  that  the  species  of  Mallo¬ 
phaga  have  remained  unchanged  since  the  remote  periods  when  many 
different  species  of  birds,  (now  settled  in  different  parts  of  the  globe  and 
separated  from  their  near  relations,)  had  not  yet  diverged  or  evolved 
from  their  common  ancestral  species.  Those  ancient  bird-lice  which 
infested  the  ancestral  bird  continued  to  infest  the  ancestral  bird’s  des¬ 
cendants:  even  though  these  descendants  in  time  diverged  into  several 


mallophaga. 
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distinct  species,  the  conditions  of  life  remained 
so  much  like  what  they  had  always  been  that 
the  bird-lice  have  to  this  day  retained  the 
same  specific  characters  which  they  possessed 
in  those  far-off  times. 

A  few  Mallophaga  (about  50  known 
species)  are  found  on  Mammals,  and  they  are 
distinguished  from  the  bird-infesting  species 
by  having  single- clawed  feet ;  the  species  on 
birds  have  two  claws.  The  mammalian  hosts 
include  most  of  the  domestic  animals,  as  well 
as  others  of  very  various  kinds.  Kellogg’s 
classification  into  families  is  as  follows : — I 
have  included  the  names  of  the  principal 
genera  in  each  family. 


Fig.  43— COLPOCEPHALUM 
GUIRAENSIS 

[After  Kellogg). 


Antennae  visible,  3  or  5-segmented ;  no  maxillary  palpi ;  mandibles 
vertical;  meso-  and  meta-thorax  usually  fused.  Sub-order 
Ischnocera. 

Antennae  3-segmented  ;  tarsi  with  1  claw ;  infesting  mam¬ 
mals.  Family  Trichodectidce.  Genus  Trichodectes  45  sp. 
Antennae  5-segmented  ;  tarsi  with  2  claws  ;  infesting  birds. 
Family  Philopteridce.  Chief  genera  Docophorus  215  sp. 
Nirmus  228  sp.  Lipeurus  181  sp. 

Antennae  concealed  4- segmented;  with  4- jointed  maxillary  palpi; 
mandibles  horizontal;  meso-meta -thoracic  suture  usually  visible. 
Sub -order  Amblycera. 

Tarsi  with  1  claw ;  infesting  mammals.  Family  Gyropidce. 
Genus  Gy r opus  7  sp. 

Tarsi  with  2  claws;  practically  all  infesting  birds.  Family 
Liotheidce.  Chief  genera  Colpocephalum,  Menopon  211  sp. 
Kellogg’s  list  does  not  record  any  species  as  coming  from  India. 
(Perhaps  Trichodectes  tigris,  taken  from  a  tiger  is  from  this  country.) 
If,  however,  one  takes  the  trouble  to  examine  a  few  birds,  especially  at 
the  roots  of  the  feathers  about  the  neck  and  base  of  the  wings,  it  will  not 
be  long  before  these  insects  are  discovered,  and  evidently  there  must 
be  a  large  number  of  Indian  species.  Those  named  by  Kellogg  as  having 
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been  obtained  from  birds  belonging  to  species  which  occur  in  India  are 
fourteen  in  number,  and  belong  to  the  nine  genera  Docophorus ,  Nirmus , 
Goniocotes ,  Akidoproctus,  Goniodes,  Ornithobius ,  Lipeurus ,  Colpocepha- 
lum,  Menopon  and  Trinotum. 

Fig.  44  shows  the  egg,  a  young  stage,  and  the  adult  of  the  louse  of 
one  of  the  big  Indian  buzzards  (Pernis  cristatus),  and  indicates  how 


Fig-.  44 — Egg,  nymph  and  adult  of  a  biting  louse  on  an  Indian  buzzard 
(Pernis  cristatus).  Magnified. 

slight  is  the  difference  between  the  young  and  the  full-grown  parasite. 
The  eggs  are  found  firmly  attached  to  the  feathers  of  the  bird.  Fowls 
or  other  domesticated  birds,  if  infested  with  lice,  can  be  rid  of  them  by 
carefully  brushing  any  non-irritant  vegetable  oil  (not  paraffin  or  crude 
oil)  on  the  skin  and  about  the  roots  of  the  feathers.  The  oil  stops  up 
tho  breathing- spiracles  and  suffocates  the  insects.  This  treatment  is 
also  effective  for  clearing  fowls  or  other  animals  of  ticks.  (F.  M.  H.) 

Embiim]. 

Narrow  delicate  insects ,  the  prothorax  small ,  the  wings , 
when  present ,  with  feiv  veins. 

These  little  insects  have  an  extremely  characteristic  appearance 
due  to  the  elongate  body,  the  short  legs,  the  small  abdominal  cerci,  and 
(in  the  males)  especially  the  narrow,  usually  dark  coloured,  wings. 
They  are  black  or  dull-coloured,  small  and  very  delicate.  The  antennae 
are  well  developed,  the  mouthparts  are  of  the  biting  type  ;  the  pro  thorax 
is  small,  the  tarsi  three- jointed,  and  there  is,  in  the  male,  an  asymmetry 
of  the  cerci.  The  insects  are  suggestive  of*  a  primitive  condition, 
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especially  in  the  thorax,  the  wings  attached  to  segments  that  are  in  no 
way  fused  or  adapted  to  the  purposes. of  flight. 

Very  little  is  known  of  such  fragile  insects.  The  males  are  common 
at  lights  and  are  often  found  in  houses.  In  the  field,  they  are  found 
on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  usually  under  stones  or  in  some  damp 
sheltered  locality.  They  have  been  seen  to  prepare  webs  from  threads 
which  are  produced  by  glands  in  the  forefeet.  This  is  a  remarkable 
circumstance  and  very  different  from  the  methods  of  silk  production 
general  in  the  insect  world. 

The  nature  of  the  food  is  unknown,  but  as  the  insects  are  rare  and 
very  few,  they  are  not  of  economic  importance,  and  while  of  interest 
to  the  naturalist,  are  not  likely  to  be  found  except  at  a  lamp  indoors 
by  any  but  a  skilled  observer  in  the  field. 

One  species  (Oligotoma  michaeli  Mack)  has  been  found  in  London 
and  is  believed  to  have  been  imported  with  orchids  from  India. 
Another  species  (0.  saundersi ,  Westw.)  (fig.  45)  is  described  from 
Bengal  (Trans.  Linn.  Soc.,  XVII,  337). 
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J.  Wood-Mason  in  1883  (Proc.  Zool.  Soc.,  1883,  p.  328)  described 
and  figured  Indian  Embiides  and  recounts  the  capture  of  nymphs  and 
females.  The  female  he  describes  as  wingless,  shining  black  and  more  j 
firmly  chitinized  than  are  the  males.  Males,  as  he  remarks,  are  common 
at  light,  Oligotoma  saundersi ,  Westw.,  being  the  common  species.  The  : 
nymphs  he  found  gregarious  under  bricks  and  he  figures  the  asymme¬ 
tric  male  appendages. 

We  have  found  colonies  of  these  delicate  little  insects  in  the  shelter 
of  the  long  dry  culm-sheaths  of  the  Giant  Bamboo  (Bambusa  arun- 

dinacea),  as  also  under 
bricks  on  the  soil  and  in 
decaying  leaves.  They  live 
in  tubes  of  fine  white  silken 
material,  which  ramify  over 
the  sheath  ;  we  were  unable 
to  find  any  except  where 
the  sheath  had  been  exten¬ 
sively  bored  by  a  minute 
Scolytid  and  in  captivity 
they  refused  to  make  tubes 
or  to  remain  alive  except 
on  such  sheaths  ;  whether 
they  fed  on  the  dust  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Scolytid  or 
on  some  other  material  could  not  be  ascertained  ;  the  quite  small 
insects  are  white,  and  very  active,  running  quickly  along  the 
tunnels  and  with  equal  facility  backwards  or  forwards  ;  on  seeing 
them  scurrying  backwards  along  the  tube  one  is  led  to  think  that 
the  anal  cerci  serve  as  the  antennae  do  when  the  insect  is  running 
forwards.  The  half-grown  nymph  has  a  reddish  head,  the  body 
whitish  and  soft.  The  student  should  consult  Hagen’s  monograph 
of  the  group  published  in  the  Canadian  Entomologist,  Vol.  XVIII 
(1885),  wherein  17  species  are  discussed.  Ernbia  Brahmina,  Sss., 
was  described  in  1896  from  Bombay  (Mt.  Schweiz.  Ent.  Ges.,  IX, 
p.  35f ),  and  E.  Latreillei,  Ramb.,  in  1842  from  Bombay,  Mauritius  and 
Made  $ascar  (Neurop teres ,  p.  312). 


Fig.  46  —  Ol  iOTOM A  SAUNDERSI,  MALE  (LEFT). 
Oligotoma  sp.,  female  (right),  x  4. 
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Termitid^J — Termites. 


Four  large  wings,  in  repose  lying  flat  on  the  dorsum;  three  free 
thoracic  segments.  Anal  cerci  are  present .  Social ,  with 
marked  polymorphism  of  asexual  individuals. 


These  little  insects  are  familiar  chiefly  from  their  depredations  and 
are  practically  never  seen  except  in  the  winged  form,  unless  looked  for. 

They  are  clearly  distinct  from  all  other  Neuroptera 
by  their  habits,  and  from  social  Hymenoptera 
by  their  structure.  The  antennae  are  short 
and  straight.  The  segments  of  the  thorax  are 
distinct,  the  abdomen  moderately  large  with  a 
pair  of  cerci.  The  legs  are  formed  for  running, 
the  mouthparts  for  biting.  The  <  olour  of  nearly 
all  is  the  dull  white  of  insects  which  live  always 
in  concealment,  and  the  integv  nent  is  corresr 
pondingly  soft ;  only  in  those  wing  cd  individuals 
which  emerge  to  the  air  is  the  kin  hardened 
and  the  usual  colour  of  such  insects  is  a  deep 
chestnut  brown. 

Fig.  47— Term es  obesus, 

WINCED  FORM.  X  2. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  termites  is 
the  great  development  of  the  social  system. 
The  nest  is  peopled  and  managed  by  the  tiny  workers,  small  insects, 
sexually  immature,  which  are  active  and  do  the  necessary  work  of 
the  nest ;  there  are  also  a  number  of  similarly  sexless  indivi¬ 
duals,  usually  with  larger  heads  and  more  prominent  jaws,  whose 
function  apparently  is  the  defence  of  the  nest  and  the  overseeing 
of  the  work  of  the  nest  carried  on  by  the  workers.  As  neither  of  these 
castes  can  usually  reproduce,  a  limited  number  of  sexual  individuals 
are  maintained,  namely  a  wingless  mature  and  fertilised  queen,  a 
wingless  mature  male,  reserve  immature  queens  and  males.  These 
suffice  for  the  peopling  of  the  nest  and  the  establishment  of  nevr  nests 
is  provided  for  by  the  production  of  large  numbers  of  winged  ma  \s  and 
females  at  a  special  season  of  the  year, 
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The  conduct  of  the  nest  apparently  rests  with  the  workers,  who 
feed  the  whole  community  and  who  regulate  the  supply  of  each  class  of 


Fig.  48— Termopsis  wroughtoni  male  and  soldier  ;  x  8. 

{From  Desneux.) 

individuals.  The  queen  is  a  helpless  individual,  whose  sole  function  is 
the  production  of  eggs ;  she  lives  in  the  nest  and  is  usually  an  immensely 
developed  creature  with  great  egg -producing  capacities  ;  to  provide 
for  fertilised  eggs  a  male  is  kept.  In  reserve  are  immature  males  and 
females  which  can  be  brought  on  when  desired.  The  perplexing  problem 
is  how  so  many  individuals  are  produced  from  one  kind  of  egg.  We  meet 
with  the  same  problem  in  ants  and  bees,  and  undoubtedly  there  is  signi¬ 
ficance  in  the  fact  that  in  both  cases  the  food  is  ‘  ‘artificial,’  ’  it  is  food 
prepared  by  the  workers  and  whose  composition  can  be  varied  ;  probably 
they  administer  different  kinds  of  food  to  the  larvae  according  as  they 
want  a  particular  kind  of  individual.  The  food  of  the  whole  nest  con¬ 
sists  of  vegetable  fibre,  chewed  up  by  the  workers  and  partially  digested ; 
in  one  species  it  is  stated  to  be  regurgitated  from  the  anterior  part  of  the 
alimentary  canal  or  excreted  from  the  posterior  part  and  is  apparently 
in  both  cases  used  for  food,  which  probably  has  very  different  degrees 
of  nutritive  value. 
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It  is  a  most  striking  thing  to  consider  that  the  control  of  the  whole 
system  of  development  is  in  the  hands  of  the  lowest  of  all,  the  workers, 
and  to  the  philosopher,  the  social  system  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  pitch  of  development 
reached  by  the  human  race.  New  nests  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  very  simply.  At  certain  seasons, 
immense  numbers  of  winged  males  and  females 
emerge.  They  are  clumsy  insects,  and  fly  badly. 
They  rise  in  a  cloud  and  are  at  once  attacked  by 
innumerable  birds  and  enemies.  Those  that 
escape  shed  their  wings  at  the  suture  and  couple. 
They  then  get  into  shelter  and  start  a  new  nest  if 
possible  ;  the  female  lays  eggs,  the  eggs  hatch 
to  workers  and  the  new  nest  starts.  In  spite 
of  the  immense  numbers  produced,  few  such 
females  escape  to  found  nests.  The  emergence 
of  these  sexual  winged  individuals  is  constantly 
observed  during  the  rainy  months,  and  appears 
to  occur  after  heavy  rain  when  the  air  is  still. 
A  small  opening  is  made  in  the  surface  of  the 
soil  and  immense  numbers  of  the  winged  insects 
pour  out,  crowding  one  after  the  other.  As  they 
emerge  they  attempt  to  fly  and  flutter  upwards  in  a  cloud,  a  phenome¬ 
non  very  quickly  observed  and  one  which  attracts  the  attention  of 
birds.  Many  cannot  fly  on  emergence  but  run  on  the  soil  first  and 
these  are  the  prey  of  ants  which  at  once  carry  them  off  living.  The 
phenomenon  strikes  one  as  curiously  interesting,  the  immense  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  pouring  out,  their  feeble  upward  flight  into  the  air 
where  they  become  the  food  of  birds,  the  hasty  death  of  those  that  do  not 
at  once  fly,  carried  off  living  to  the  nests  of  ants  and  there  devoured ; 
there  is  an  immense  waste  of  life,  and  the  appearance  of  these  winged 
termites  is  the  signal  for  so  great  a  gathering  of  ants  and  birds  that  one 
imagines  it  to  be  a  well-known  thing  for  which  they  are  on  the  look-out 
at  this  season.  Very  few  have  a  chance  of  surviving  and  even  those  which 
shed  their  wings  do  not  escape,  being  the  more  readily  carried  off  by  ants. 

The  nest  is  a  most  remarkable  structure,  consisting  of  numberless 

chambers  and  galleries,  the  walls  of  a  moderately  hard  substance  which 
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is  apparently  a  product  derived  from  the  chewed  fibre  the  workers  bring 
in.  These  nests  are  often  two  and  three  feet  in  diameter.  The  situation 
of  the  nest  varies  with  the  species;  the  nests  of  some  Indian  species  are 
deep  in  the  soil,  of  others  near  or  at  the  surface  or  in  banks.  Apparently 
this  varies  with  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  same  species  building  its  nest 
at  different  depths  in  different  localities. 

The  student  should  consult  Petch’s  paper  on  the  fungi  of  certain 
termite  nests  in  Ceylon  (Ann.  Roy.  Bot.  Garden,  Peradeniya  III,  p. 
185,  1906).  Though  dealing  with  species  not  occurring  in  our  fauna, 
the  account  of  the  fungi  is  of  special  interest.  The  ‘  ‘small  white,  stalked 
or  almost  sessile  spheres”  observed  by  him  on  the  spongy  masses  are 
probably  similar  to  those  observed  in  the  nests  of  Termes  obesus  in  India. 
The  origin  and  nature  of  these  spheres  or  their  connection  with  other 
fungus  forms  connected  with  the  nests  is  not  clear.  The  author  states 
that  the  spongy  masses  are  wholly  formed  of  the  excrement  of  the  work¬ 
ers  ;  that  this  material  is  probably  sterilised  by  its  passage  through  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  that  not  only  are  special  fungi  cultivated  on  it 
but  that  other  fungi,  not  desired  by  the  termites,  grow  which  are 
weeded  by  the  workers  ;  when  a  nest  is  abandoned  these  ‘weeds’  grow 
unchecked.  He  also  states  that  it  is  probable  but  not  proved  that 
these  white  spheres  form  the  food  of  the  termites,  and  that  it  is  not 
clear  if  a  difference  of  food  causes  the  differentiation  of  the  forms 
seen  in  a  termite’s  nest.  The  hills  are  formed  wholly  of  material 
removed  from  the  nest  in  excavating  and  covered  with  saliva,  which 
the  workers  take  out  of  the  nest  and  build  up  into  masses  ;  there  is 
no  definite  object  in  these  chimneys  which  would  probably  blow  away 
were  the  material  not  covered  with  saliva  and  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
compact  firmly. 

Termites  are  extremely  destructive  in  houses,  owing  to  their  fond¬ 
ness  for  woody  matter.  On  obtaining  entry  to  a  house,  they  will 
destroy  wooden  beams  and  rafters,  door  frames,  window  frames  and 
other  wooden  portions,  without  such  a  fact  being  at  all  evident 
at  first.  Having  obtained  access  to  wood  at  the  soil  or  having 
taken  a  tunnel  up  to  it,  they  work  wholly  within  and  remove  the 
woody  fibre.  No  estimate  is  possible  of  the  amount  of  damage  thus 
caused  in  India,  and  the  prevalence  of  termites  varies  immensely 
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from  place  to  place.  It  is  on  record  that  in  1814  Government  House, 
Calcutta,  was  seriously  attacked  and  there  seems  no  reason  why  any 
building  in  which  wood  was  used  should  not  be  destroyed  in  time. 
Termite  communities  are  so  immense  and  their  industry  so  great  that 
their  combined  efforts  are  very  effective.  In  other  parts  of  the 
world,  eatable  objects  are  said  to  disappear  in  a  night ;  the  only  paral¬ 
lel  case  of  recent  occurrence  in  India  that  can  be  quoted  is  a  prison  in 
Bengal,  in  which  the  bedding  of  the  prisoners  was  destroyed  in  the  night 
while  the  prisoners  were  sleeping  on  it.  Their  efforts  are  not  confined 
to  dead  vegetables  tissue,  but  they  are  particularly  destructive  to 
wheat,  to  sunflower,  groundnut  and  sugarcane.  These  little  insects 
excrete  an  acid  liquid  capable  of  attacking  metal  and  it  has  been 
found  that  where  their  galleries  cross  metal,  the  metal  corrodes. 

In  reviewing  the  Termites  in  Genera  Insectorum,  Desneux  regards 
them  as  distinct  from  all  families  of  Neuroptera  and  as  an  offshoot  of  a 
simpler  form  of  Blattidce.  According  to  this  view,  the  family  should 
follow  the  Blattidce ,  but  owing  to  their  degree  of  specialisation  he  regards 
them  as  a  separate  order  under  the  term  Isoptera .  This  is  possibly  a 
correct  view,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  misleading,  if  convenient,  to  group 
Termites  and  the  other  miscellaneous  families  in  Neuroptera ;  the  time 
has  as  yet  hardly  come  to  separate  Neuroptera  into  orders  as  homogen¬ 
ous  and  natural  as  others,  and  we  have  preferred  to  keep  them  as  a 
family,  the  order  Neuroptera  being  regarded  as  a  convenient  group  of 
miscellaneous  insects  whose  position  is  not  quite  clear,  just  as  the  large 
series  Polymorpha  includes  many  very  diverse  families  of  Coleoptera. 

There  are  nearly  400  species  listed  by  Desneux,  of  which  15  are 
recorded  from  India  exclusive  of  Ceylon. 

The  following  species  are  known  from  India : — 

Termopsis  wroughtoni,  Desn.,  is  from  Kashmir  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.. 
Soc.,  1904,  p.  445,  1906,  p.  293).  The  only  known  Himalayan  termite 
(fig.  48). 

Termes  (Leucotermes)  indicola ,  Wasm.,  from  “  India.” 

Termes  (Arrhino termes)  Heimi,  Wasm.,  from  “  India. 

Termes  (Copto termes)  gestroi,  Wasm.,  from  Burma,  and  Malaysia. 

Termes  hrunneus ,  Hagen.,  from  Bengal. 
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Termes  fatalis,  Kon.,  from  Ceylon  and  India. 

Termes  fece,  Wasm.,  from  Burmah. 

Termes  Horni,  Wasm.,  from  India  and  Ceylon. 

Termes  obesus,  Ramb.,  from  “India”  (figs.  47  &  49). 

Termes  taprobanes ,  Wlk.,  from  India  and  Ceylon. 

Termes  ferruginosus,  Latr.,  from  “India.” 

Termes  (Entermes)  Assmuthi,  Wasm.,  from  “India.” 

Termes  (Eutermes)  cyclops,  Wasm.,  from  “India.” 

Termes  (Eutermes)  Heimi,  Wasm.,  from  “India.” 

Termes  (Eutermes)  longicornis ,  Wasm.,  from  “India  and  Ceylon." 

Termes  (Eutermes)  quadriceps ,  Wasm.,  from  “India.” 

Termes  (Eutermes)  xenotermitis ,  Wasm.,  from  “Burmah." 

In  a  recent  paper,  Desneux  has  described  a  further  number  of  In¬ 
dian  species  from  Sind  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Belg.  XLIX,  1905,  p.  343). 
These  were  found  by  T.  R.  Bell  who  adds  notes  of  the  habits. 
Hodotermes  macrocephalus ,  Desn.,  is  described  as  the  common  termite  of 
Sind,  building  underground  nests  and  cutting  pieces  of  grass  stems 
and  Heliotropum  which  it  stored  in  the  nest.  Termes  mycophagus , 
Desn.,  is  described  as  a  fungus-growing  species,  filling  chambers 
underground  with  masses  of  soft  yellow  globules,  on  which  it  is 
supposed  fungi  grow.  Termes  Belli,  Desn.,  was  found  nesting  in  the 
same  spot  as  the  Hodotermes  above.  Termes  Sindensis,  Desn.,  was  also 
found  in  Sind. 

The  termite  of  the  plains  of  India  is  Termes  obesus  Ramb.,  speci¬ 
mens  having  been  obtained  from  widely  scattered  places  in  India.  This 
species  nests  either  deep  in  the  ground,  or  near  the  surface,  depending 
probably  upon  the  nature  of  the  soil,  but  this  is  not  certain.  Nests  have 
been  found  and  examined,  as  also  have  the  small  outlying  fungus  cham¬ 
bers  that  they  make.  In  some  parts  of  India  the  nests  begin  near  the 
surface  of  the  soil  and  stretch  upwards  in  the  form  of  conical  mounds; 
in  other  places  they  are  at  the  surface  but  not  above  it  ;  elsewhere  they 
are  deep  in  the  soil.  This  termite  never  shows  above  ground  unless  in  a 
tunnel  or  gallery  :  the  insects  are  seen  only  when  they  emerge  in  the 
winged  state  ;  their  tunnels  were  found  in  Pusa  11  feet  below  the  soil 
level  and  were  occupied  by  workers.  Where  they  tunnel  so  deeply  nests 
are  never  found;  small  fungus  chambers  have  been  found  but  no  nests; 
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PLATE  VIII. — Termks  Obesus. 


Main  and  subsidiary  fungus  chambers,  shown  from  below  and  from  the 
side.  Reduced  three  times. 
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and  though  the  insects  appear  for  instance  in  every  part  of  the  Pusa  es¬ 
tate  (1,300  acres),  no  nest  can  be  found;  excavations  made  at  the  spot 
whence  the  winged  forms  emerged  in  a  great  swarm  revealed  nothing. 
Usually  the  queen  is  found  in  a  cell  deep  in  the  nest,  with  fungus  cham¬ 
bers  round ;  her  eggs  are  found  in  masses  in  cells  in  the  fungus  bodies, 
small  soft  white  eggs  from  which  the  tiny  white  nymph  hatches. 

The  fungus  bodies  are  found,  flattened  and  concave  below,  rest¬ 
ing  on  the  floors  of  the  cells  in  the  soil  but  not  touching  the  walls  or  the 
roof;  they  are  sponge-like,  with  ramifying  cavities  on  the  walls  of 
which  the  fungus  fruits  grow  in  the  shape  of  small  round  white  knobs. 
(Plate  VIII.) 

The  forms  this  termite  takes  are  shown  in  the  figures.  We  believe 
this  to  be  the  termite  responsible  for  all  the  damage  done  to  crops,  trees 
and  buildings  in  India,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  really  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  may  some  day  be  made  into  its  economy  and  habits. 

For  a  list  of  insects  found  in  its  nests  see  below  under  Myrme- 
cophilous  Insects  (after  Paussidse). 

P sociDiE. — Booh  Lice. 

Soft  insects ,  of  small  size ,  with  two  fairs  of  wings ,  the  hind  fair 
smaller  ;  frothorax  very  small ,  exceft  in  the  wingless 
forms.  Tarsi  of  two  or  three  joints. 

The  Psocids  are  a  small  group  of  inconspicuous  insects,  easily  recog¬ 
nised  by  their  general  appearance  and  most  similar  to  the  smaller  forms 


Fig.  50— Kolbea  solax. 
( After  Enderlein.) 


of  Termites.  The  colouring  is  generally  dull,  the  wings  occasionally 

banded  and  the  body  bright.  The  smaller  forms  are  all  less  than  one- 
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fifth  of  an  inch  long,  the  largest  never  exceeding  one-third  of  an  inch. 
The  antennae  are  slender,  moderately  long  ;  there  are  simple  and  com¬ 
pound  eyes.  The  mouthparts  are  peculiar,  and  are  apparently  very 
greatly  modified  biting  mouthparts,  small  and  inconspicuous.  The 
wings  and  legs  are  well  developed,  the  former  with  comparatively  few 
veins.  Males  and  females  are  similar  in  general  appearance. 

The  life  history  is  very  imperfectly  known.  Eggs,  often  covered 
with  excrementitious  matter,  are  laid  under  webs  produced  by  the  pa¬ 
rents  from  silk  excreted  from  the  mouth.  The  young  are  nymphs  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  adults  in  general  features  and  found  gregariously  with  them. 
One  species  seems  to  be  common  in  the  plains,  its  eggs  being  laid  on  the 
leaf  under  webbing.  A  far  larger  and  brighter  species  is  found  in  the 
moister  parts  of  India  on  tree  trunks  ;  this  appears  to  be  Psocus  lem- 
niscatus ,  EndL,  found  also  in  Java.  The  species  live  in  the  open  on 
bark,  under  leaves,  in  damp  places  under  shelter,  on  leaves;  their  food 
consists  of  animal  or  vegetable  matter  in  the  form  of  fungi,  moulds, 
bark,  etc.  Others  ( Atropides )  live  in  houses  in  damp  close  situations,  a 
damp  wall  being  a  favourite  place.  The  commonest  species  lives  thus 
in  houses,  in  damp  paper,  in  damp  corners,  and  this  attacks  and 
destroys  dried  insects.  New  insect 
store-boxes,  if  damp,  breed  them  in 
great  abundance,  the  little  insects  ap¬ 
parently  finding  food  upon  the  damp 
paper :  when  insects  specimens  are  put 
in,  they  feed  within  these  and  in  time 
destroy  them. 

The  number  of  species  of  Psocids  is 
apparently  a  large  one,  but  as  little 
attention  is  paid  to  them,  few  are 
described.  Two  sub-families  are  re¬ 
cognised,  the  winged  Psocince  with 
ocelli,  the  • Atropince  which  have  rudi¬ 
mentary  or  no  wings  and  no  ocelli. 

Dr.  Enderleins’  paper  (Die  Copeog- 
nathen  des  Indo-australischen  Gebiet) 
enumerates  ten  species  of  the  former  from  the  Indian  region,  chiefly 
collected  by  Biro.  One  European  species  has  been  found  in  the 


Fig.  51— Atropos  sp. 
{After  Smith.) 
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Himalayas,  the  remaining  species  are  local.  Scarcely  any  tiling  can  be 
said  to  be  known  of  the  family  in  India,  their  minute  size  and  extreme 
delicacy  being  unfavourable  to  collection  and  preservation. 

The  recorded  species  are  : — 

Psocus  longicornis. — F. 

Psocus  nebulosus. — -St. 

Psocus  taprobanes . — Hag.  var.  bengalensis.  Kolbe. 

Psocus  cinereus,- — Enderl. 

Copostigma  indicum . — Enderl. 

C cecilius  Inimalayanus . — E nderl . 

Amphipsocus  pilosus. — Mack 

Ectopsocus  denudatus. — Enderl. 

Myopsocus  fraternus. — Hagen. 

Perientomum  morosum. — Hagen. 

Lepium  chrysochlorum  End. — (Spol.  Zeyl.  1906,  p.  81). 

None  are  of  the  smallest  economic  importance  though  the  insect 
eating  one  (Atropos  sp.)  is  a  great  nuisance  in  the  rains  when  specimens 
cannot  be  kept  dry.  The  study  of  these  insects,  especially  in  the  moister 
parts  of  India,  would  very  greatly  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  group 
and  yield  valuable  results  from  the  biological,  as  from  the  systematic 
aspect. 


GREGARIOUSNESS 

If  we  exclude  the  purely  social  insects,  in  which  for  the  good  of  the 
community  there  is  a  well  marked  division  of  labour  accompanied  by 
polymorphism,  we  find  that  the  great  mass  of  insects  are,  as  far  as  we 
know,  wholly  solitary.  Consider  the  commonest  insects  there  are  about 
us,  and  watch  their  ways  ;  all  live  for  themselves  individually  and  appear 
to  take  no  notice  of  each  other,  except  when  impelled  by  the  mating 
instinct.  It  is  perhaps  safe  to  say  “  apparently  5  5  because  for  all  we 
know  there  may  be  modes  of  inter-communication  not  revealed  by 
external  movements,  as  there  must  be  certainly  in  some  species  of  ants. 
There  are,  however,  a  small  number  of  insects  constantly  gregarious,  as 
apart  from  ‘  ‘  Social  5  5  and  it  is  these  forms  we  propose  now  to  mention. 
The  student  will  think  of  insects  that  migrate  but  these  are  gregarious 
only  when  this  migrating  instinct  overtakes  them  and  at  other  times  are 
wholly  solitary. 
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Perhaps  the  commonest  instance  of  truly  gregarious  insects  are  the 
free-living  Psocidce  which  live  under  a  common  web  in  little  colonies  on 
the  leaves  and  bark  of  trees  and  other  plants.  Possibly  the  common 
link  is  the  shelter  that  the  web  provides,  possibly  there  is  some  faint 
approximation  to  the  truly  social  condition.  Another  instance  are  the 
Emhiidce.  One  finds  numbers  of  these  delicate  insects  together  using 
the  same  silken  runs  and  living  in  a  little  colony  together.  It  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  they  ever  live  in  any  other  way  but  why  they  should  do  so  is  not 
clear  ;  the  reason  that  suggests  itself  is  that  there  are  few  spots  suitable 
to  them  and  that  here  they  naturally  gather  and  make  common  runs 
and  shelters.  A  better  and  more  striking  instance  is  the  Pyrrhocorid 
bug  Iphita  limbata  ;  great  numbers  of  this  bug  cluster  together  on  one 
spot  on  a  tree  trunk,  and  that  they  remain  there  is  shown  by  the  heap 
of  exuviae  below  the  spot.  Why  they  do  so  is  not  at  all  clear  ;  their  ally 
the  Red  Cotton  Bug  ( Dysdercus  cingulatus)  appears  to  have  the  same 
habit,  but  this  is  clearly  a  case  of  food  or  of  enhancing  their  warning 
eolour  and  they  cluster  on  the  seeds  or  pods  to  feed  or  sleep  only.  The 
Coreid  Corizus  rubicundus,  Westd.,  lives  till  mature  in  clusters  which  look 
like  vivid  red  flowers.  Some  moth  caterpillars  and  a  few  Pierid  cater¬ 
pillars  are  gregarious,  hatching  from  eggs  laid  in  clusters  and  remaining 
together  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  Some  remain  in  webbed  leaves 
till  they  pupate  ;  others  for  a  short  time  only  and  in  these  cases,  which 
are  fairly  numerous,  the  web  made  as  a  shelter  is  often  the  reason.  Thus 
Caradrina  exigua  larvae  remain  together  for  a  few  days  in  the  webbed 
leaves  as  do  the  larvae  of  Diacrisia  obliqua  and  many  other  Noctuids  and 
Arctiids.  An  interesting  gregarious  insect  is  the  common  MacJiilis  found 
on  rocks  and  under  leaves  ;  it  is  apparently  always  gregarious.  Young 
Pentatomids  are  often  gregarious  for  the  first  two  or  three  instars,  and  the 
persistent  way  in  which  some  remain  together  when  newly  hatched  out 
shows  that  it  is  instinctive.  Cockroaches  are  gregarious  also  and 
apparently  often  prefer  being  in  company  to  being  alone.  Gyrinidce  are 
distinctly  and  markedly  gregarious  and  apparently  take  delight  in  their 
combined  evolutions  on  the  surface  of  still  water.  Opatrum  among 
Tenebrionids  is  gregarious  in  the  sense  that  the  beetles  like  to  crowd 
together  in  groups  and  clusters  instead  of  remaining  solitary.  Haltica 
cyanea,  Web.,  is  another  beetle  that  lives  and  feeds  in  company, 
though  such  instances  are  very  rare. 

Perlidje. — Stone  flies. 

Delicate  insects ,  with  the  hind  wings  large  and  folded  beneath  the 
forewings.  Legs  widely  separated ,  with  small  coxce. 

Larva  aquatic. 

These  typically  Neuropterous  insects  are  distinguished  from  other 
allied  groups  by  the  above  characters,  by  the  long  antennae,  and  the 
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three- jointed  tarsi ;  as  a  rule  there  are  two  long  anal  cerci  (except  in 
Nemoura).  They  are  inconspicuous  insects  of  which  apparently  no¬ 
thing  is  yet  known  in  India.  In  general  the  Perlidae  are,  in  the  immature 
stages,  aquatic ;  the  eggs,  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  sink  to  the 
bottom  and  hatch  to  active  nymphs  ;  these  are  flattened,  with  an 
elongate  body,  the  head  with  biting  mouthparts  ;  air  is  obtained  by 
means  of  tufts  of  gill  filaments  ;  two  long  many- jointed  cerci  terminate 
the  abdomen.  Those  known  elsewhere  are  predaceous,  and  are  found 
under  stones  or  at  the  bed  of  rapidly  flowing  streams.  The  full  grown 
nymph  is  said  to  crawl  out  of  the  water  before  the  emergence  of  the 
imago.  The  family  is  often  classed  with  the  order  Pseudoneuroptera 
or  is  treated  as  a  separate  order  Plecoptera.  When  more  attention  is  paid 
to  N europtera  in  India,  they  may  prove  to  be  abundant  in  species  ;  they 
are  of  no  economic  importance,  direct  or  indirect.  No  species  appear 
to  be  recorded  from  India. 


Odonata.  — Dragon-flies. 

Two  pairs  of  long  narrow  wings  of  equal  size  ;  antennce  very  small 
and  terminating  in  a  bristle.  Head  large  and  mobile. 

Tarsi  three- jointed. 

A  large  group  of  large  insects,  easily  recognisable  from  nearly  all  other 
insects  by  their  wings,  (which  are  in  repose  held  out  horizontally  and  not 


resting  over  the  body,)  by  the 
peculiar  antennae,  the  large  mobile 
head  and  the  active  habits  of  the 
flying  insect.  The  imagines  vary  in 
length  from  an  inch  upwards  with 
a  span  across  the  wings  up  to  four 
inches.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  bright¬ 
ly  coloured,  black  with  blue,  yellow, 
red,  metallic  green  and  other  bright 
colours  predominating.  The  colour 
is  possibly  warning,  probably  simply 
beautiful,  though  it  is  difficult 
to  generalize  about  insects  so  vari¬ 
ously  coloured, 


Fig’.  52— Hemioordulia  asiatica. 
{From  Martin.) 
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The  head  is  large  and  very  mobile,  with  immense  compound  eyes. 
In  some  cases  the  facets  on  the  upper  surface  are  larger  than  on  the  lower 
and  this  difference  may  be  an  adaptation  to  both  long  and  short  sight. 
The  active  habits  of  these  insects  necessitates  very  perfect  sight  and 
the  compound  eyes  appear  to  be  very  highly  developed.  The  antennae 
are  small,  with  few  segments,  and  are  bristle-shaped.  The  mouthparts 
are  of  the  sharp  biting  type.  The  thorax  is  large  and  the  individual  seg¬ 
ments  consolidated  into  a  srngle  mass.  The  long  wings  are  attached  to 
the  sides  ;  the  powerful  muscles  and  well-built  thorax  give  the  insect 
very  great  powers  of  flight.  The  legs  are  placed  very  far  forward  on  the 
thorax  and  this  is  apparently  an  adaptation  to  the  predaceous  habits 
of  these  insects.  They  catch  their  prey  on  the  wing,  hawking  for  fly¬ 
ing  insects  ;  the  legs  extend  forwards  below  the  head  in  the  form  of  a 
basket;  as  the  dragon-fly  rushes  through  the  air  and  pounces  on  an  insect 
the  legs  grasp  the  prey  and  hold  it  below  the  head,  the  dragon-fly  remain¬ 
ing  in  motion  throughout.  The  captive  is  then  devoured.  Dragon-flies 
are  found  only  on  the  wing  or  resting  on  twigs,  leaves  or  grass  stalks. 
The  peculiar  position  of  the  legs  facilitates  this  method  of  repose  but 
does  not  enable  the  insect  to  walk.  The  abdomen  is  long  and  thin 
terminated  in  claspers  or  processes.  The  method  of  fertilization  is  some¬ 
what  remarkable,  the  seminal  fluid  which  issues  from  the  tip  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  being  transferred  to  a  pouch  on  the  second  abdominal  segment, 
which  is  provided  with  coupling  organs ;  the  male  then  grasps  the  female 
by  the  neck  and  she  brings  the  tip  of  her  abdomen  to  this  pouch  ;  in 
some  species  this  process  takes  place  over  the  water  and  eggs  are  laid  in 
the  intervals  of  coupling.  In  others  the  female  descends  under  water, 
carrying  air  with  her  between  the  wings  and  body  and  there  deposits  her 
eggs ;  others  deposit  the  eggs  while  flying  over  the  water,  or  while 
lying  motionless  on  it  with  extended  wings  and  a  few  are  known  to  lay 
them  in  mud. 


The  life  history  is,  so  far  as  known, 
the  same  throughout  the  family.  Eggs 
are  laid  in  water,  a  mass  of  eggs  in  a 
transparent  mucilaginous  envelope 
being  deposited.  The  larvae  are 
active,  with  three  pairs  of  legs,  short 


Fig,  53. — Aeschnjd  nymph. 
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antennae  and  biting  montliparts  of  a  peculiar  type.  The  lower 
side  of  the  head  is  concealed  by  a  development  of  the  lower  lip,  in  the 
form  of  a  long  jointed  arm-like  structure,  which  folds  down  over  the 
mouth  and  which  is  armed  at  the  tip  with  processes  bearing  strong 
spines.  This  jointed  arm  extends  very  rapidly  to  a  considerable  length 
seizes  the  prey  and  withdraws  it  to  the  mouth,  where  are  the  sharp  max- 
ills  and  mandibles  with  which  the  prey  is  devoured.  Like  other  aqua¬ 
tic  larvae,  these  must  obtain  a  supply  of  air  and  as  they  live  below  the 
surface,  this  air  must  be  obtained  from  the  water.  This  is  effected  in 
the  Libellulinae  and  Aeschninae  by  taking  water  into  the  rectum,  the 


Fig.  54.—=  Alimentary^C-ANal  AND  TRACHE/E  of  aeschnid  nymph. 


posterior  portion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which  is  modified  to  act  as  a 
gill  and  to  extract  air  from  the  water  ;  this  part  of  the  alimentary  canal 
is  penetrated  by  tracheae,  into  which  the  air  is  absorbed  and  which  dis¬ 
tribute  it  as  in  other  insects.  (Fig.  54)  The  nymphs  can  be  seen  to 
take  in  and  eject  water  from  the  hind  end, 
the  violent  ejection  of  water  also  serving  to 
propel  the  nymph  forward  and  assist  it 
to  obtain  its  prey.  In  the  Agrioninae , 
the  nymph  is  provided  with  three  flat  lamel¬ 
lar  appendages  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen, 
which  function  as  gills.  (Fig.  55). 

Like  the  adult,  the  nymph  is  predaceous, 
the  teeming  fauna  of  fresh  water  'supplying 
it  with  an  ample  supply  of  food.  When 
fullgrown,  the  nymphs  climb  up  out  of 
the  water,  the  skin  breaks  along  the 
dorsum,  and  the  perfect  insect  emerges  ; 


the 


are  gradually  developed  out-  Fjg.-sR— Agrionid  larva. 
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side  of  the  body  in  the  nymphs,  as  in  the  Orthoptera ,  and  the  metamor¬ 
phosis  is  thus  an  incomplete  one.  It  is  more  complete  than  in  the 
Orthoptera ,  as  there  is  one  sudden  change  from  nymph  to  adult,  when  the 
insect  from  being  a  repulsive  crawling  creature  becomes  suddenly  winged 
and  aerial  ;  but  it  is  incomplete  in  the  sense  that  there  is  no  resting 
pupal  stage  as  in  the  Hymenoptem. 

It  is  impossible  to  discuss  the  extremely  interesting  variations, 
which  are  found  in  the  nymphs  of  various  species,  in  the  manner  of  life  and 
respiration  ;  the  aquatic  insect  fauna  of  this  continent  appears  to  be  a 
sealed  book  and  nothing  is  known  in  detail.  Nymphs  have  been  found 
living  in  dried  up  pools,  apparently  not  injured  by  the  absence  of  water 
and  obtaining  air  directly.  It  is  doubtful  to  what  extent  this  occurs, 
and  whether  there  are  any  species  that  live  so  habitually. 

Odonata  are  found  abundantly  throughout  the  plains  and  in  forest 
areas.  The  number  of  species  is  very  large  and  an  account  of  the  family 
as  it  occurs  in  India  is  much  wanted.  The  imagines  have  quite  peculiar 
habits,  and  are  very  characteristic.  They  play  a  large  part  in  the  des¬ 
truction  of  smaller  winged  insects,  especially  flies,  their  appetite  being 
apparently  insatiable.  It  is  often  observed  that  each  individual  has 
its  own  beat  and  it  is  known  that  when  they  are  abundant,  each 
confines  his  operations  to  a  particular  spot,  returning  to  rest  on  the 
same  twig. 

The  length  of  the  life  is  not  known  but  it  is  apparently  long  both  in 
the  nymph  and  the  adult  condition.  A  few  dragon-flies  are  among  the 


Fig  56— Rhyothemis  variegata.  female. 
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gregarious  insects  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  large  numbers  flying 
together  over  pools  in  the  jungle.  The  bright  winged  species  of  the 
moister  areas  of  Bengal  are  frequently  seen  flying  in  groups,  and  one 
brilliant  yellow  species  ( Rhyothemis  variegata  F.)  is  commonly  seen 
in  Calcutta.  Migration  has  been  known  to  occur  elsewhere,  though 
not  recorded  in  India. 

The  Odonata  are  by  some  authors  treated  as  a  single  family,  with 
two  divisions  and  seven  sub -families  as  is  done  here,  or  as  a  sub-order 
with  three  families,  or  with  seven  families. 


Anisopterides 


Zygopterides  .. 


r 

LlB'ELIVJLIDZe 

f  Corduliinse, 

[  Libellulinse. 
j  Gomphinse. 

12. 

Aeschnibje 

<  Cordulegasterinse. 
(  Aeschninse. 

3. 

Calo  FT  EE.YGID.® ' 

f  Calopteryginse. 

(  Agrioninse. 

Anisopterides. — Hindwings  broader  at  the  base  than  the  forewings. 
Wings  held  horizontally  outwards  from  the  body  when  at  rest. 
(Figs.  57,  59.) 


Zygopterides. — Wings  equal  or  hindwing  small ;  wings  held  closed 
together  vertically  above  the  body  when  at  rest.  (Fig.  58.) 
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Over  130  species  are  listed  or  described  from  India.  Rambur  mono¬ 
graphs  the  older  species  (Neuroptera  1842).  De  Selys’  many  papers 


contain  descriptions  of  a  large  number  of  species ;  Kirby  has  described 
species  from  Murree  and  Campbellpur  (Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  1886,  p.  325),  the 

European  Sympetrum  fons- 
colombei  de  Sel.  being 
found  there  ;  he  has  added 
descriptions  of  species  from 
Ceylon  and  Upper  Burma 
(Ann.  Nat.  Hist.  VI,  14,  and 
VII,  15);  a  large  collection 
made  by  G.  C.  Nurse  at 
Deesa  and  Quetta  is  des¬ 
cribed  by  Martin  ( Trans. 
Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1907, 
p.  303).  The  species  up 
to  1890  are  catalogued  in 
Kirby’s  Catalogue  of 
Odonata  and  there  have 
been  stray  descriptions  by 
other  authors  since  then, 
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AQUATIC  INSECTS 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  insect  world  live  in  or  on  the  surface 
of  still  or  running  water,  and  are  more  or  less  specially  adapted  to  the  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  this  mode  of  life.  These  insects  are  derived  from  terrestrial 
insects  and  there  is  no  hard  and  sharp  line  between  terrestrial  and 
aquatic  insects.  We  have,  for  instance,  the  predaceous  Reduviid  bugs  on 
the  earth  which  live  also  on  mud  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water. 
It  is  but  a  small  transition  to  the  Hydrometridce ,  bugs  which  run  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  and  which  require  very  little  modification,  chiefly 
in  the  structure  and  motions  of  the  legs.  The  aquatic  carnivorous  beetles 
are  very  closely  allied  to  the  land  carnivorous  beetles,  the  modifications 
mainly  consisting  of  those  necessary  to  enable  the  beetle  to  swim,  to  obtain 
air  below  water  and  to  catch  different  prey.  The  Hydrophilidce  include 
both  land  and  aquatic  forms  in  one  family,  and  were  our  knowledge  of 
past  and  present  day  insects  greater,  we  might  be  able  to  trace  the  steps 
by  which  a  land  insect  gave  rise  to  aquatic  forms.  The  aquatic  Diptera 
are  excellent  examples,  some  living  in  mud,  some  in  shallow  water,  some 
in  deep  water.  We  may  suppose  these  to  have  more  recently  acquired 
the  aquatic  habit  than  such  a  homogeneous  group  as  Odonata  or  Ephe- 
mendw  which  are  now  wholly  aquatic  and  were  probably  derived  from 
primitive  land  ancestors. 

Among  aquatic  insects,  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  air  supply  is  obtained.  Assuming  that  all  aquatic 
insects  are  descended  from  terrestrial  ancestors,  and  not  from  a  single 
form  which  became  aquatic,  we  would  expect  different  groups  to  solve 
this  problem  in  different  ways  and  to  find  a  great  variety  of  devices  to 
secure  an  air  supply.  In  general  mature  insects  obtain  their  air  direct 
from  the  atmosphere,  rising  to  the  surface  to  do  so,  and  there  are  among 
them  fewer  modifications  in  the  respiratory  system,  possibly  owing  to 
the  greater  rigidity  of  the  outer  skeleton  and  the  far  smaller  degree  of 
plasticity  of  the  adult  constitution  as  compared  with  the  larval.  We 
may,  therefore,  consider  the  larval  and  pupal  forms  of  aquatic  insects, 
extremely  briefly,  solely  from  this  point.  Insects  are  commonly  pro¬ 
vided  with  one  or  two  thoracic  spiracles,  and  a  series  of  five  to  eight  on 
the  abdominal  segments.  This,  the  so-called  holopneustic  (2  thoracic) 
or  perineustic  (1  thoracic)  system  obtains  in  adults  but  not,  so  far  as  we 
are  aware,  in  larvae.  The  first  modification  we  find  is  the  closure  of  all 
spiracles  but  the  two  terminal  pairs,  one  near  the  head,  one  nearest  to 
the  tail  (Amphipneustic).  The  closure  of  these  spiracles  is  actual,  but 
the  spiracle  remains,  a  tracheal  vessel  runs  to  it  which  contains  no  air 
as  a  rule.  The  larva  of  Pericoma  ( Psyehodidce )  and  allied  larvae  are 
examples,  and  air  is  obtained  by  bringing  either  of  the  pairs  of  spiracles 
to  the  surface.  A  far  commoner  modification  is  the  metapneustic  one, 
where  only  the  terminal  abdominal  spiracle  persists  in  a  functional  state, 
being  usually  very  large.  A  large  number  of  insects  exhibit  this  charac¬ 
ter  in  the  larval  state  including  Amphizoa ,  Dysticidce,  most  Hydrophili- 
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dee,  Helodes  (Dascillidce),  Culex,  Dixa  and  Anopheles  (Culicidce),  Tipu- 
lidee,  Stratiomys,  Tabanidce,  Syrphidce,  and  Sciomyzidee  ;  in  these  it 
obtains  in  the  larva,  and  not  always  in  the  pupa,  though  in  Stratiomys 
and  Hcemonia,  for  instance,  the  pupa  also  exhibits  it.  In  a  few,  we  get 
the  complementary  state,  in  which  the  anterior  spiracle  alone  is  func¬ 
tional,  as  in  the  pupae  only  of  Culicidce,  Chironomidce  and  Dixidce. 

In  the  above  there  have  been  in  all  cases  at  least  one  spiracle  func¬ 
tional  and  the  normal  tracheal  system.  In  those  that  follow,  there  are 
no  functional  spiracles,  unless  one  of  the  above  systems  is  combined  with 
it ;  most  larvae  exhibit  one  of  the  above  modifications,  with  one  or  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  following,  though  the  latter  may  occur  alone  or  in  combination 
with  each  other.  Tracheal  gills  alone,  with  no  other  definite  system, 
occur  in  a  number  of  larvae  ;  in  these  the  skin  is  produced  into  thin- 
walled  tubular  structures  in  which  the  body-fluid  circulates,  in  which 
there  are  tracheae,  and  which  function  as  gills  since  they  absorb 
(or  are  supposed  to  absorb)  oxygen  but  are  tracheal  and  not  true 
gills  since  the  air  is  passed  into  the  trachea  and  not,  apparently, 
into  the  “blood”  system.  Such  gills  take  many  forms  but  are  common¬ 
ly  tubular  or  paddle-like,  in  tufts,  in  spongy  masses  ;  they  occur  in 
larvae  which  do  not  come  to  the  surface  but  live  wholly  in  the  water  at 
some  depth  usually,  as  in  the  Perlidce,  Ephemeridce,  Sialidce,  Sisyra 
( Hemerohiidce ),  Haliplidce ,  and  Calopterygides  (Odonata),  and  in  the  sub¬ 
families  Phryganeides,  Sericostomatides  and  Leptocerides  of  the  Phryga- 
neidee.  These  gills  may  be  on  the  eight  basal  abdominal  segments 
( Haliplidce ),  on  the  seven  basal  abdominal  segments  (Sialidce),  on  the 
apex  of  the  abdomen  (Chironomidce),  Corethra  (Culicidce),  Simulium, 
and  the  Calopterygine  division  of  Odonata,  on  the  base  of  the 
abdomen  (Perlidce,  some  Ephemeridce)  or  on  the  whole  abdomen 
( Gyrinidce ,  Phryganeidce). 

Accessory  tracheal  gills  also  occur,  in  combination  with  a  spiracular 
or  other  combination,  as  in  Dixa,  Culex,  Mochlonyx  and  Helodes.  Such 
accessory  gills  are  extremely  common  and  cannot  always  be  easily  dis¬ 
tinguished.  Rectal  respiration  is  another  modification  of  tracheal  res¬ 
piration,  in  which  water  is  taken  into  and  discharged  from  the  rectum, 
which  is  set  extremely  densely  with  trachese  and  functions  as  a  “water- 
lung  ”  or  gill.  Odonata  (exc.  Calopterygidce)  are  the  best  examples,  the 
very  young  Chloeon  ( Ephemeridce )  is  another  and  both  Culex  and  Cera - 
topogon  also  exhibit  it. 

There  are  finally  some  modifications  in  which  tracheae  play  no  direct 
part;  the  skin  possibly  functions  as  a  “gill  ’ ’  in  many  of  the  young  larval 
forms,  in  which  there  is  no  other  system  developed  ;  this  is  a  matter  of 
conjecture  largely,  but  there  is  no  other  available  explanation  of  the  res¬ 
piration  of  many  young  aquatic  forms.  Some  Phryganeidce  and  Perlidce 
never  exhibit  any  other  respiration  throughout  larval  life,  and  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  the  air  is  obtained  through  the  skin. 
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6  4  Blood-gills  ?  ?  are  gills  as  opposed  to  tracheal  gills*  since  only  the 
body -fluid  circulates  in  them  and  no  tracheae  enter  them,  or  if  they  do,, 
do  not  contain  or  carry  air  ;  the  gills  of  PelohiusP  Hydrocyphon  and  some 
Chironomus ,  the  rectal  pouches  of  Macronema .  the  gills  of  some  young 
Phryganeids  and  Ephemerids  are  of  this  class,  though  in  the  last  there 
is  little  real  distinction  from  tracheal  gills. 

There  are  a  small  number  of  insects  in  which  air  enters  the  body 
cavity  and  this  is  so  extraordinary  a  phenomenon  that  though  we  know 
of  it  in  only  two  insects,  we  mention  it  here.  It  deserves  fuller  investig¬ 
ation.  Another  peculiar  method  is  found  in  larvse  which  take  air  into 
the  alimentary  canal,  either  swallowing  it  as  does  one  aquatic  larva,  or 
as  Odonata  do,  at  the  hind  end  ;  this  is  often  seen  in  the  latter  in  captiv¬ 
ity,  and  is  simply  a  modification  of  the  rectal  gill. 

Finally,  there  are  the  insects  which  contain  a  red  pigment  allied  to 
or  identical  with  Haemoglobin,  the  constituent  of  man’s  blood  that 
carries  oxygen  in  weak  combination  from  lung  to  tissue  and  Carbon 
Dioxide  to  the  lung.  Chironomus  is  the  familiar  example,  found  in 
every  Indian  tank,  and  we  use  this  generic  name  in  a  very  broad  sense 
to  include  many  forms  allied  to  Chironomus  but  not  identified. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  student  we  attach  the  table  of  modifications 
mentioned  above. 

I.  Tracheal  : 

1.  Stigmata : 

a  Holopneusiic, 
h  Peripneustia i 
c  Ampkipneustic. 
d  Metapneustic. 

■  e  Propneustic. 

2.  No  Stigmata  : 

/  Tracheal  gills,  main . 
g  Tracheal  gills ,  accessary . 
h  Rectal  gills. 

II.  Without  tracheae  : 

i  Skin,  wholly  or  in  part. 
j  Blood -gills. 
k  Entrance  of  air  to  body. 
i  Entrance  of  air  to  gut. 

-  m  Pigment. 

Summary  of  aquatic  families . — The 'following  review  does  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  mention  every  aquatic  form  or  group,  but  contains  the  majority, 
and  probably  every  important  family. 

Aptera  include  aquatic  forms  living  on  the  surface  of  water.  Pod- 
mince  are  known  to  have  this  habit  and,  were  we  to  include  the  marine 
forms,  the  well-known  Anurida  could  be  cited.  Aquatic  Orthoptera , 
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while  rare,  are  not  unknown.  A  description  of  an  aquatic  Gryllid  (Hy~ 
dropedeticus  vitiensis  Mial.  and  Gil.)  will  be  found  in  Trans.  Ent.  Soc., 
Lond.,  1902,  p.  281.  Tridactylus  is  found  on  the  surface  of  water  but 
usually  lives  on  mud.  (See  p.  99.)  Annandale  has  found  an  aquatic 
Blatta  in  Malaya  and  an  aquatic  Epilampra  in  India  (Journ.  Asiatic 
Soc.,  Bengal,  1906,  p.  105).  In  India,  one  genus  at  least  of  Tetriginae 
(. Scelimena )  is  aquatic  and  an  Acridiid  allied  to  Hieroglyphus  has  the 
habit  of  diving  below  the  surface. 

Amongst  N europtera ,  there  are  several  important  groups.  The 
Perlidce  (Stone  Flies)  have  aquatic  nymphs,  which  have  ten  pairs 
of  closed  stigmata,  and  functional  gills  as  a  rule.  A  few  are  stated  to 
have  no  gills  but  to  have  special  tracheal  developments  at  the  skin. 
Others  have  gills  on  the  first  thoracic  segment  ( Nemoura ,  Pteronarcys) 
on  the  sides  of  the  thorax  ( Perla ,  Pteronarcys ,  Nemoura),  on  the  apex  of 
the  abdomen  (Perla,  Pteronarcys)  or  on  the  head  (Dictyopteryx  signata). 
The  Odonata  are  wholly  aquatic  with  two  modifications  ;  the  Calyptery- 
gidce  have  leaf-like  processes  functioning  as  tracheal  gills,  the  Aeschnidce 
and  Libellulidce,  rectal  gills  with  anal  valves  to  admit  water,  the 
gills  in  the  former  being  papilliform,  in  the  latter  lamelliform.  The 
Ephemeridoe  are  also  aquatic  with  gills  in  the  older  stages.  Lubbock 
has  remarked  that  the  skin  of  Chloeon  functions  till  the  third  instar, 
when  gills  appear,  but  the  tracheae  are  functional  only  in  the  fourth 
instar  (there  are  20  instars).  Gills  take  several  forms,  and  may  be 
large  and  exposed,  flat  lateral  plates,  tubular  under  a  gill  cover,  or 
concealed.  The  long  caudal  setae  have  a  circulation  and  are  probably 
also  respiratory.  Of  the  Sialidoe,  the  Sialince  live  in  mud,  the  first 
seven  abdominal  segments  having  filaments  functioning  as  gills.  Of 
the  Hemerobiidce,  the  Hemerobiince  contain  two  aquatic  forms,  Osmylus 
and  Sisyra,  the  latter  with  abdominal  tracheal  processes.  The  Trichop - 
ter  a  are  wholly  aquatic  in  the  larval  stage,  having  no  gills  (some 
Hydropsy  chides,  Rhyacophilides,  Hydroptilides),  or  having  gills  in  the 
form  of  tufts  or  slender  processes,  which  may  be  placed  all  round  the 
body. 

The  Hymenoptera  include  a  few  remarkable  parasitic  forms  which 
deposit  their  ova  in  the  larvae  of  Trichoptera  or  other  aquatic  insects. 
Prestwichia  in  Europe  is  parasitic  in  the  eggs  of  six  species  of  aquatic 
insects. 

The  Coleoptera  include  eleven  families  aquatic  wholly  or  in  part  at 
least  in  their  larval  stages.  Amphizoidce  are  metapneustic  as  larvae. 
The  Pelobiidce  are  represented  by  Pelobius  whose  larva  is  said  to  have 
spiracles  and  blood  gills.  The  larval  Haliplidce  have  long  filaments  on 
the  abdominal  segments.  Dytiscidce  are  wholly  aquatic,  the  larva 
metapneustic,  the  imago  carrying  air  under  the  wings.  Gyrinidce  live 
on  the  surface  of  the  water  as  adults,  but  the  larvae  are  provided  with 
ten  pairs  of  abdominal  tracheal  processes.  The  Hydrophilidce  are  only 
in  part  aquatic  ;  their  larvae  are  either  metapneustic  or  have  tracheal 
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processes  (Berosus).  Platypsyllidce  are  scarcely  aquatic  save  in  that 
their  host  the  beaver  is  so.  Heteroceridce  are  semi-aquatic  in  mud  or 
wet  sand  in  all  stages.  Parnidce,  so  far  as  known,  are  peripneustic  or 
have  filamentous  branchiae  ;  the  Elmides  have  three  pairs. 

Dascillidw  are  aquatic  and  while  some  have  functional  spiracles, 
others  are  said  to  have  exsertile  respiratory  pouches  (Hydrocyphon) ; 
a  few  forms  of  the  Donaciince  among  Chrysomelidie  have  aquatic  larva1, 
the  larva  being  found  in  the  roots  of  aquatic  plants.  ( Donacia ,  Hcemo- 
nia.)  We  have  omitted  to  mention  the  abnormal  aquatic  Carabid  found 
extremely  rarely  in  England  and  Annandale  has  recently  described  an 
aquatic  weevil  from  Calcutta  (Journ.  Asiatic  Soc.,  Bengal,  1906,  p. 
197)  as  well  as  an  aquatic  glow-worm  larva  (loc.  cit.  1906,  p.  107). 

Few  Lepidoptera  are  aquatic  but  some  are  very  notably  so  in  this 
country.  A  single  Pyralid  genus  ( Acentropus )  has  an  aquatic  larva  (not 
known  in  India)  ;  the  H ydrocampin ce  include  at  least  several  aquatic 
forms  including  Nymphula  depunctalis  Guen  and  N.  fhictuosalis  in 
which  the  larva  is  set  with  short  respiratory  processes.  Both  these 
are  common  in  India,  while  Hydrocampa ,  Paraponyx  snd  Cataclysla 
are  known  elsewhere. 

A  single  abnormal  Eupterotid  is  aquatic,  the  larva  of  Palmira  Bur- 
mesteri  being  holopneustic  but  having  a  covering  of  long  hairs  in  which 
air  is  retained  ;  it  comes  to  the  surface  to  renew  the  supply.  Of  Diptera 
we  are  still  largely  ignorant  but  the  Culicidce  have  aquatic  larvae, 
variously  modified,  as  do  the  Chironomidce.  Coreihra  is  in  the  larval 
state  dependent  on  tracheal  gills  ;  Culex ,  Anopheles  and  others  are 
metapneustic,  but  have  tracheal  gill  processes  as  well  ;  in  all,  the 
pupae  are  propneustic ,  the  anterior  spiracles  lying  within  large  trumpets 
which  are  brought  to  the  surface  of  the  water.  Chironomidce  include 
the  forms  with  hcemoglohin  ( Chironomus )  as  well  as  those  with  tracheal 
gills  ;  the  pupae  are  propneustic  or  have  tufts  of  gills.  The  aquatic 
Ceratopogon  larvae  appear  to  have  no  gills  and  to  breathe  through  the 
skin.  Psychodidce  have  aquatic  or  semi-aquatic  larvae,  living  in 
algae  and  weeds,  with  four  ciliated  processes  at  the  hind  end  forming 
a  basin  round  the  spiracles,  as  well  as  a  functional  pair  of  anterior 
spiracles.  Dixidce  have  metapneustic  larvae  with  tracheal  gills,  the  pupa 
with  propneustic  trumpets.  Aquatic  Tipulid  larvae  are  well  known 
and  are  metapneustic,  some  with  a  long  telescopic  tail  process 
(Bittacomorpha,  Ptychoptera).  One  at  least  has  long  tracheal  filaments 
(Phalacrocera  replicata).  The  larvae  of  Blepharoceridce  are  known  to 
live  in  torrents  and  near  waterfalls,  clinging  firmly  to  rocks.  Simuliid 
larvae  are  found  in  swiftly  running  water  and  have  five  retractile  gills ; 
the  pupa  has  a  tuft  of  filaments.  Stratiomyidce  have  some  aquatic 
larval  forms,  the  larva  metapneustic  with  an  expansible  ring  of  hairs 
that  hold  an  air  bubble. 

Tabanidce  have  metapneustic  aquatic  larvse,  as  do  the  Syrphidce  in 
some  cases,  the  latter  having  in  some  forms  (Eristalis,  Helophilus),  the 
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long  telescopic  tail  process  with  the  spiracles  at  the  apex  ;  the  pupa  is 
propneustic  with  the  spiracle  on  the  tubular  filaments.  It  is  known  that 
some  A caly pirate  muscidce  have  aquatic  larvae,  Dasycerides,  Ep  hydrides 
and  Sciomyzides  being  thus  found. 

The  above  includes  the  majority  of:  the  forms  with  aquatic  nymphs 
or  larvae,  but  we  may  remember  that  in  almost  any  tank  or  stream  there 
are  abundant  new  forms  as  yet  unreared,  and  that  aquatic  insects  are 
by  no  means  well  known.  We  are  familiar  with  many  fresh-water  larvae 
which  do  not  come  into  any  of  the  above  groups,  and  the  Indian  aquatic 
fauna  is  almost  unknown. 

The  following  Hemiptera  are  aquatic  in  all  stages,  but  all  are  holop- 
neustic  or  peripneustic.  The  Hebrides  are  scarcely  truly  aquatic,  living 
in  damp  situations,  the  body  beneath  densely  pubescent.  Hydrometridce 
live  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  being  also  pubescent  below.  The  divi¬ 
sion  Cryptocerata  are  aquatic,  living  below  the  surface  but  being  holop- 
neustic  or  peripneustic  in  all  stages  ;  Pelogonidee  (Galgulidce)  are  alone 
found  on  wet  mud  and  near  water.  Nepidce  live  in  shallow  water  and 
obtain  air  by  means  of  two  processes  which  unite  to  form  a  slender  tube ; 
the  nymph  obtains  air  by  means  of  two  ventral  pubescent  grooves 
leading  to  the  apex  of  a  short  process.  Naucori dee  carry  air  down  with 
them  in  a  bubble  attached  to  the  hind  end  and  come  to  the  surface  to 
renew  it  ;  Belostomidce  are  also  aquatic  and  obtain  air  from  the  surface. 
Notonectidce  and  Corixidce  carry  air  on  the  lower  side  of  the  body  and 
come  to  the  surface  to  renew  it. 

So  far  as  we  are  aware,  there  remains  only  one  aquatic  Hemipterous 
insect,  an  Aphid  ( Rhopalosiphum  nymphece  Fabr.)  found  in  India 
below  the  surface  of  fresh  water  on  an  aquatic  plant. 

In  the  above  aquatic  insects,  we  have  indicated  the  fact  that  the 
actual  habitat  in  the  water  may  be  very  different,  and  it  will  be  useful 
to  briefly  note  the  habitat  conditions  that  we  find.  There  are  many 
forms  which  never  or  only  exceptionally  leave  the  surface,  such  as  the 
Gyrinid  beetles,  the  larvae  of  Dixa  and  Anopheles  and  the  various  Hy¬ 
drometridce ;  they  are  aquatic  only  in  the  ^ense  that  they  live  on  water 
and  are  adapted  thereto. 

Others  live  near  the  surface  and  always  within  reach  for  air-getting 
purposes.  Of  these  some  live  in  algae  or  weed  masses  as  Palustra  larvae, 
the  pupae  of  aquatic  Tipulids ,  the  larva  of  Stratiomys  and  the  larva  and 
pupa  of  Psychodidce  ;  others  are  in  mud  at  the  margin,  as  Ptychoptera 
and  Bittacomorpha,  the  Tabanid  larvae,  the  larva  and  pupa  of  the  Eris- 
talis  and  Helophilus  sections  of  Syrphidce. 

A  number  are  dependent  on  the  surface,  but  go  deep  in  search  of 
food  or  shelter  ;  such  are  the  predaceous  beetles  (Dytiscidce  and  the  like), 
the  Hydrophilus  beetles,  the  aquatic  Cryptocerata,  as  well  as  the  Culicidce 
and  Dixidce. 
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When  we  leave  the  surface,  we  find  a  number  that  live  in  the  middle 
depths  ;  the  peculiar  mining  larva  of  Dorycera,  the  red  Chironomid 
larvae  found  in  the  soft  stems  of  aquatic  plants,  the  larvae  of  Ephemeri- 
dcv  in  the  holes  in  the  bank,  the  many  larvae  in  masses  of  algae  or  weeds 
(Ceratopogon,  Acentropus,  Hydrocampa,  Cataclysta,  Paraponyx,  Nym- 
phula  and  Simulium ),  the  few  larvae  that  live  actually  free  in  the  water 
in  the  middle  depths  (Corethra  and  Chironomid  larvae),  are  examples  of 
insect's  neither  dependent  upon  the  surface  for  air  nor  finding  food 
at  the  bottom,  and  which  are  commonly  obtained  with  a  net  in  the  middle 
depths. 

There  are  also  the  insects  in  the  depths  or  on  the  bottom  ;  the  Per- 
lid  larvae  are  under  stones  ;  the  mud-loving  Sialidce ,  the  larvae  .of  cad¬ 
dis-flies  and  dragon-flies  are  found  on  mud  ;  some  are  found  only  at  the 
bottom  of  shallow  running  water,  including  caddis  larvae,  the  nymphs 
of  Odonata ,  Perlidce  and  Ephemeridce ,  as  well  as  such  aquatic  Hemero- 
biides  as  are  not  found  in  sponges. 

Finally,  there  is  the  remainder,  which  are  at  all  depths  except  near 
the  surface,  which  range  over  the  bottom  and  middle ;  these  include  the 
more  active  Odonata  and  Trichoptera,  the  larvae  of  Haliplidce,  Gyrinidce 
and  Parnidce,  as  well  some  of  the  Hydrophilidce  (Berosus).  A  far  larger 
part  of  the  aquatic  fauna  would  naturally  come  within  this  last  division 
were  one  to  go  minutely  into  it,  which  is  impossible  in  this  place. 

Sufficient  has  been  said  to  show  that  aquatic  insects  live  in  a  world 
of  their  own,  one  as  complex  in  its  internal  relations  as  that  of  the  land  ; 
we  find  herbivorous  insects,  preyed  on  by  carnivorous  ones,  occasionally 
attacked  by  parasitic  ones  ;  it  is  a  teeming  world  of  life  of  all  kinds,  of 
immense  interest  from  every  point  of  view  and  especially  so  from  the  as¬ 
pect  of  the  immensely  ingenious  contrivances  by  which  insects  obtain 
their  air  supply.  But  it  is  a  subject  which  has  been  scarcely  touched 
in  this  country,  though  there  are  unrivalled  opportunities  at  almost  all 
times  ;  we  anticipate  that  the  investigation  of  how  these  insects  pass 
through  the  time  when  tanks  dry  up  will  yield  some  extremely  interest¬ 
ing  results,  and  we  may  hope  that,  though  there  is  no  economic  side  to  it, 
this  fascinating  branch  of  entomology  will  some  day  be  attacked. 


Ephemerid^.  —May-F  lies. 

.Slender  insects  with  large  forewings  and  small  hindwings .  The  antennae 
are  short.  There  are  two  or  three  long  processes  on  the  abdomen. 
Tarsi  four  or  five  jointed.  Larva  aquatic. 

This  is  the  last  family  in  which  the  wings  are  formed  in  the  active 
nymph  outside  the  body  as  in  Orthoptera.  The  wings  are,  in  repose,  held 
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together  above  the  body  in  an  upright  position  and,  with  the  long  anal 
processes,  are  very  distinctive.  Some  are  small  very  delicate  insects, 
not  longer  than  5  mm.  with  a  span  of  nearly  10  mm.  ;  others  are  larger, 
but  none  are  very  large.  Eyes  are  larger  in  the  males  than  in  the  females, 
the  upper  portion  with  larger  facets  than  the  lower  and  sometimes 
divided.  In  some  cases  the  upper  half  is  much  larger  and  raised  on  a 
large  projection  above  the  head.  The  antennae  are  short,  the  mouth- 
parts  feebly  developed  or  absent.  The  meso thorax  is  well  developed, 


the  abdomen  sessile,  ten-jointed  and  glabrous.  There  is  no  ovipositor; 
the  male  has  longer  forelegs  (often  very  long)  than  the  female,  and  dis¬ 
tinct  jointed  claspers.  The  venation  is  complex.  The  colours  are  grey 
or  pearly,  the  wings  transparent,  faintly  tinged,  or  with  dark  markings. 

The  life-history  is  similar  to  that  of  other  aquatic  insects.  Eggs 
are  laid  in  water,  either  loosely  or  in  compact  masses  ;  Eaton  records 
seeing  Baetis  descend  under  water  to  lay  her  eggs  under  a  stone 
and  this  is  apparently  habitual  in  some  species.  The  nymphs  are 
slender  insects,  usually  with  long  abdominal  processes,  with  long 
antennae  and  well  developed  biting  mouthparts.  The  food  is  said 
to  be  mud,  or  minute  aquatic  vegetation,  but  some  are  certainly 
predaceous.  They  live  in  various  situations  and  beyond  the  fact  that 
they  are  to  be  found  in  fresh  water  in  India,  not  much  is  known.  All 
have  gills  on  some  part  of  the  body  for  the  purpose  of  extracting 
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air  from  the  water ;  these  are  situated  on  the  abdomen  and 

consist  of  thin  walled  processes  in  which  the  body  fluid  circulates 

and  in  which  tracheae  are  found.  In  fact,  the 

gills  supply  the  tracheae  with  air  and  are  not  gills  in 
the  same  sense  as  in  fishes.  The  form  of  these 
nymphs  in  general  is  very  varied,  as  are  their 
habits  and  there  will  probably  be  found  a  similar 
variety  in  Indian  species.  The  reader  will  find 
general  information  in  Miall’s  Aquatic  Insects, 
in  Sharps’  Insects  and  in  Eaton’s  Monograph. 
A  curious  feature  of  the  life-history  is  the 

very  sudden  transformation  ;  the  full-grown  nymph 
comes  to  the  surface,  the  skin  breaks  along  the 
back,  the  flying  insect  emerges ;  but  its  meta- 
1 1  larva, PCeylonNIA  morphosis  is  then  not  really  complete  and  the 
[After  Eaton,)  insect  (now  called  a  sub-imago)  flies  to  a  spot  on 
which  to  settle,  then  sheds  another  delicate  skin.  This  phenomenon  is 
known  only  in  this  family.  One  species  common  in  the  plains  flies  some 
hundreds  of  yards  before  doing  this  and  comes  to  light,  settles  on  the 
wall  and  then  emerges  fully  developed,  leaving  the  delicate  skin  behind. 

The  nymphal  life  is  probably  as  long  relatively  as  the  imaginal  life 
is  short.  The  May-flies  are  types  of  the  brevity  of  life,  but  in  reality 
these  insects  have  previously  enjoyed  a  very  long  life  (for  an  insect)  in 
their  aquatic  form.  Lubbock  found  that  the  nymph  of  a  European 
species  underwent  twenty  moults.  The  perfect  insects  apparently  emerge 
to  a  brief  career  of  enjoyment.  May-fly  dances  are  a  common  feature  of 
a  still  warm  evening,  the  delicate  insects  (males)  performing  intricate 
evolutions  in  companies  on  the  wing.  A  dance  in  three  dimensions  may 
have  advantages  over  the  dance  on  the  two  dimension  dance-floor  and 
we  can  compare  it  only  to  a  dance  of  flying  machines.  These  dances 
take  place  often  at  a  considerable  distance  from  water,  a  number  of  the 
insects  gathering  together  for  the  purpose  and  forming  a  very  striking 
sight.  Coupling  and  egg-laying  closes  the  brief  life.  As  the  mouthparts 
are  absent  and  no  food  is  taken  after  emergence,  an  active  life  must  soon 
close,  and  it  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  May-flies  do  not  live  for 
more  than  one  or  a  few  days.  The  immense  swarms  of  May- flies  that 
emerge  simultaneously  in  some  countries  do  not  seem  common  among 
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Indian  species,  and  these  insects  appear  during  long  periods  in  the  hot 
weather  and  rains,  but  not  in  large  numbersat  any  one  time.  As  these 
insects  in  their  feeding  life  live  a  purely  aquatic  life,  there  are  none  of 
economic  importance  and  the  group,  as  a  whole,  has  attracted  little  atten¬ 
tion  in  this  country.  The  number  of  species  known  is  small,  as  they  are 
not  attractive  to  collectors. 

In  his  monograph,  Eaton  describes  the  known  Indian  and  Ceylon¬ 
ese  species  (Trans.  Linn.  Soc.,  Zool.  III).  Eaton  also  mentions  ten  spe¬ 
cies  from  India  (J.  A.  S.  B.,  LX,  p.  106)  and  discusses  them,  mentioning 
also  that  McLachlan  possessed  nine  species  from  Tenasserim.  The  total 
recorded  by  him  is  twenty-two  species,  but  our  common  plains  species 
are  apparently  undescribed,  the  recorded  species  being  from  eleva¬ 
tions  above  4,000  feet  in  Ceylon  or  the  Himalayas  in  most  cases. 

Collecting. — Imagines  and  sub-imagines  are  best  preserved  in  spirit 
as  their  integuments  are  weak,  but  when  plentiful,  a  series  may  also  be 
pinned. 


THE  RELATIVE  DURATION  OF  LIFE. 

The  actual  duration  of  life  measured  in  human  units,  is  a  matter 
of  very  considerable  variation  among  the  diverse  forms  of  insect -life. 
From  the  extremely  short-lived  Drosophilid  fly  to  the  long-lived  Cicada, 
there  is  an  infinite  variety  ;  this  is  a  matter  of  small  importance  since  the 
passage  of  time  has  a  relative  value  and  the  insect  which  lives  for  but  a 
few  days  may  pass  through  as  many  experiences  as  a  human  being  in  as 
many  years.  The  point  is,  perhaps,  interesting  as  popular  ideas  are  often 
extremely  erroneous  and  forget  to  take  into  account  the  fact  that  a 
winged  insect  whose  life  is  but  a  day  may  have  passed  weeks  or  months 
in  an  immature  form. 

Factors  which  govern  the  duration  of  life  are  many  and  varied  ; 
fall  of  temperature  suspends  activity  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  and, 
while  prolonging  the  actual  length  of  life,  does  not  add  to  the  active 
living  period.  Abundant  food  by  hastening  maturity  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  reproductive  system  may  materially  shorten  the  life  of  an 
insect ;  unnutritious  food  or  the  lack  of  food  may  immensely  prolong 
life  either  by  preventing  the  immature  insect  from  deriving  sufficient 
nutriment  from  its  food  or  by  checking  the  development  of  the  repro¬ 
ductive  organs,  so  that  life  is  maintained  for  long  periods  until  the  eggs 
are  formed  and  egg-laying  becomes  possible.  The  absence  of  the  larval 
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food -plant  is  another  factor  which  prolongs  the  life  of  the  adult,  since  the 
mother  insect  will  remain  alive  until  eggs  are  laid  on  the  food -plant  unless 
this  period  is  so  long  as  to  exhaust  her  vitality. 

What  terminates  an  insect’s  life  ?  If  we  consider  the  insects  which 
escape  their  foes,  which  do  not  die  of  injury,  of  parasites  or  of  disease, 
but  which  die  a  natural  death,  what  brings  about  the  cessation  of  life  ? 
Speaking  very  broadly,  the  full  exercise  of  the  natural  functions  of  re¬ 
production  brings  a  speedy  end,  perhaps  from  exhaustion,  perhaps  from 
a  lack  of  vitality  now  that  there  is  no  further  object  in  life.  The  locust 
dies,  if  a  male  after  coupling,  if  a  female  after  the  deposition  of  all  the 
eggs,  though  food  may  be  abundant  and  the  conditions  apparently 
suitable  for  further  life.  The  moth  dies  after  mating  or  laying  eggs,  and 
the  life  of  many  moths  is  limited  to  one  or  two  nights  if  reproduction 
is  effected,  though  it  may  be  much  extended  if  mating  and  egg-laying 
be  not  possible  ;  and  this  is  true  even  of  moths  that  cannot  feed  and  in 
which  the  alimentary  system  is  wholly  undeveloped. 

In  estimating  the  natural  life  of  an  insect,  we  have  to  consider  the 
time  required  to  build  up  the  tissues  of  the  larval  or  nymphal  as  well  as  , 
those  of  the  subsequent  imaginal  form,  the  time  required  to  reproduce, 
as  w^ell  as  the  conditions  of  food-supply  and  temperature  under  which 
life  is  carried  on.  For  many,  the  conditions  of  food -supply  and  tem¬ 
perature  are  such  that  a  yearly  period  covers  the  whole  life,  there  being 
one  brood  yearly.  For  others,  one  active  season  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
larval  form  to  lay  up  sufficient  nourishment  to  provide  for  the  tissues 
of  the  imago  ;  or  this  may  be  possible  during  the  limits  of  a  season  or  two 
seasons,  but  the  processes  of  transformation  cannot  be  completed  in  time 
to  allow  of  the  imago  to  emerge,  mate  and  lay  eggs  at  a  favourable  sea¬ 
son  and  before  the  rigours  of  winter  or  drought  prevent  the  imago  from 
providing  for  the  young.  Thus  we  get  a  two-year  or  a  three-year  period, 
the  whole  life  from  egg  to  egg  occupying  multiples  of  one  year.  In  rare 
cases  (so  far  as  known)  this  period  may  be  peculiarly  long  and  the  Cicadas 
are  notorious  in  this  respect ;  the  17  years  of  Tibicen  septindecin,  and 
the  13  years  of  Cicada  tredecin ,  both  American  insects,  are  notorious  in¬ 
stances.  Turning  to  shorter-lived  insects,  we  find  for  instance  the  two- 
brooded  butterflies,  in  which  there  is  one  quick  brood  in  the  rains,  and 
one  longer  brood  which  persists  in  some  form  through  the  cold  and  dry 
weather  till  food  is  again  available  on  the  coming  of  the  rains  or  perhaps 
at  the  opening  of  the  buds  in  spring.  From  these,  a  large  class  probably, 
we  come  to  those  which  have  several  broods  in  the  limits  of  the  hot 
weather  and  rains  and  which  have  one  longer  brood,  with  a  long  inactive 
period  in  the  colder  weather.  The  active  periods  in  these  cases  are  the 
same,  but  one  brood  must  pass  through  the  long  inactive  period. 

We  come  finally  to  normally  very  short-lived  insects  such  as  many 
Diptera,  in  which  the  egg,  the  larval,  the  pupal  and  the  imaginal  life 
are  contained  within  perhaps  14  days,  the  actually  known  shortest 
being  about  7  days.  For  these  insects  life  may  be  long,  but  given  the  op- 
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timum  temperature,  plentiful  food,  abundant  flies  hatching  out  together, 
and  a  suitable  food-supply  for  the  young,  on  which  the  parent  may  lay 
eggs,  the  period  is  reduced  to  the  least  possible,  the  egg  hatches  quickly, 
the  larva  quickly  lays  up  food,  the  transformation  is  quickly  accomplish¬ 
ed  and  the  flies  quickly  find  mates.  It  will  serve  no  useful  purpose  to 
attempt  to  summarise  more  closely  than  above,  but  we  may  indicate  briefly 
the  characteristics  in  this  respect  of  some  of  the  larger  groups,  with 
regard  to  Indian  insects  primarily,  but  where  our  knowledge  fails,  to  the 
group  as  a  whole.  The  known  Cicadas  are  the  longest,  the  known  Dro- 
sophilides,  Culicides  and  some  other  Diptera  the  shortest.  Blattids  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  long,  four  years  or  less  for  some  species.  Maniidce  are  pro¬ 
bably  at  most  two-brooded  in  the  year,  many  probably  one-brooded. 
The  same  is  probably  true  of  Phasmids  ;  Acridiids  require  one  year,  or 
have  two,  three  or  four  broods  yearly,  probably  more  only  in  rare  cases 
(such  as  Chrotogonus  and  Atractomorpha) .  Locustidce  are  probably  one- 
brooded  in  most  cases  and  nothing  is  known  of  Gryllids,  though  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  some  are  many  brooded,  most  one-brooded. 

Most  of  the  known  aquatic  Neuroptera  seem  to  be  two  or  more 
brooded,  imagos  appearing  several  times  in  the  year  and  the  period  in 
Ephemeridce ,  for  instance,  is  probably  normally  short  enough  to  give 
several  broods  yearly.  The  larger  Neuroptera  Planipennia  are  apparent¬ 
ly  one-brooded,  but  the  predaceous  Hemerobiides  and  Ckrysopides  are 
many  brooded.  Predaceous  land  Neuroptera,  like  many  other  preda¬ 
ceous  forms,  seem  to  have  the  power  of  enduring  long  fasts  and  the  life  - 
history  may  be  much  prolonged  accordingly. 

Tenthredinidce  are  many  brooded  so  far  as  known,  and  the  period 
for  many  parasitic  Hymenoptera  is  very  short,  shorter  than  that  of  their 
hosts  in  many  instances.  Aculeata  have  short  lives,  several  broods  usual¬ 
ly  being  produced  in  a  year,  and  here  we  have  an  instance  where  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  sexual  functions  does  not  bring  death  ,  since  workers  have  none  ; 
their  life  is  however  not  long,  the  worker  being  exhausted  within  a  com¬ 
paratively  short  time  (in  the  bee  six  weeks).  A  large  number  of  Coleop- 
tera  require  a  year  for  complete  life  and  many  emerge  as  imagines  only 
at  one  season  yearly.  This  does  not  apply  to  Coccinellidce ,  to  some  Bu- 
prestidce,  to  household  and  grain  beetles,  to  some  Chrysomelidce  and 
Curculionidce  (e.g.,  Apoderus ,  Hypera,  Cionus).  On  the  other  hand, 
many  Carabidce ,  Cicindelidce ,  Scarabceidce ,  the  larger  Elateridce  and  Bu~ 
prestidce,  Cantharidce  and  many  Curculionidce  have  a  period  of  at 
least  of  one  year ;  while  some  Cerambycidce,  the  large  forms  of  Lucanidce 
and  Scarabceidce ,  probably  require  more  than  one  year.  In  Lepidoptera 
we  have  some  which  require  but  a  month,  and  complete  six  to  eight 
broods  yearly,  and  those  which  require  a  year  and  emerge  once  only; 
but  the  majority  have  at  least  two  and  many,  more  than  two  broods. 
Our  ignorance  of  Diptera  is  profound,  but  the  order  certainly  includes 
some  of  the  shortest  lived  and  probably  few  really  long-lived  ones  .  Per¬ 
haps  Diptera  are  summed  up  best  by  saying  that  the  majority  have  short 
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lives  if  food  is  plentiful  but  long  ones  if  it  is  not,  and  some  species  normal¬ 
ly  have  long  lives  (special  parasites,  such  as  Bombyliids ,  Conopids). 

Few  Hemiptera  have  been  reared,  and  we  must  fall  back  on  what  is 
known  of  the  periods  at  which  the  imagines  appear.  A  few  Pentatomi- 
dce  appear  to  breed  often  in  a  year,  whilst  some  are  probably  two -brood¬ 
ed,  a  rains  and  a  dry  weather  brood  ;  some  are  probably  only  one- 
brooded.  The  same  is. probably  true  of  Coreidce.  Lygceidw  and  Pyr- 
hocoridce appear  to  include  more  species  which  breed  several  times,  as  do 
the  Tingidw .  Reduviidae  are  probably  few  brooded,  as  well  as  Capsi- 
dce,  but  the  latter  in  some  known  cases  breed  quickly. 

Cicadidce  possibly  all  require  at  least  one  year,  while  some  are  very 
long-lived,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  our  Indian  species  follow  the 
examples  of  the  known  long-lived  ones.  The  smaller  Homoptera  (Fulgori- 
dce ,  Membracidw ,  Cercopidce )  are  probably  two  or  more  brooded,  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  have  more  than  four  broods  yearly  owing  to  the  lack 
of  food.  Aphides  are  comparatively  short  lived  with  plenty  of  food,  but 
as  they  are  viviparous,  an  aphis  may  often  live  to  be  surrounded  by  sever¬ 
al  generations  of  children,  grandchildren,  and  so  on.  Given  good  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  number  of  broods  in  a  year  may  be  very  large,  without 
the  life  of  the  insect  itself  being  naturally  very  short.  Aleurodidce  and 
Coccidce  are,  for  so  small  insects,  apparently  long-lived,  but  they  appear  on 
the  whole  to  have  several  broods  a  year,  while  some  are  only  one -brooded. 

The  student  will  recognise  that  so  brief  a  summary  is  of  little  value 
save  as  a  suggestion  and  as  an  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  relative  life. 
Further  details  are  given  under  each  family. 

There  are  two  methods  of  finding  the  length  of  life  of  insects,  one 
the  actual  rearing  or  observation  of  the  living  insect  in  all  stages,  the 
other  the  knowledge  of  the  seasons  at  which  the  imago  appears  and  the 
length  of  its  life  ;  an  insect  that  appears  but  once  yearly  may  have  a 
yearly  period  or  one  in  multiples  of  years,  but  cannot  have  a  less  period 
than  a  year.  The  duration  of  life  in  the  long-lived  American  Cicadas 
was  deduced  from  the  years  in  which  the  imagines  appeared  abundantly, 
a  matter  of  such  importance  that  records  extending  back  many,  years 
gave  the  necessary  information. 


SlALIBiE. 

Wings  of  nearly  equal  size ,  hind  icings  not  folded  ( cf .  Perlidce ),  at  an 
angle  over  the  abdomen  when  in  repose .  Antennce  long.  The  wings 
are  not  closely  reticulate  (cf.  Hemerobiidw).  Tarsi  five-jointed . 
Larva  aquatic ,  with  a  quiescent  pupa . 

A  small  group  of  moderate-sized  insects,  distinguished  by  the  wings 
and  five- jointed  tarsi  from  the  Perlidce  which  most  resemble  them, 


144 


NEUROPTERA. 


There  are  two  sub-families,  Sialince  with  quadrangular  prothorax  and 
Raphidiince  with  elongate  prothorax. 


Fig.  62.— COKYDALIS  ASIATICA, 
[From  Wood-Mason.) 


Of  the  former  the  larvae  of  the  known  species  are  aquatic,  hatching 
from  eggs  laid  near  the  water  ;  the  larva  has  biting  mouthparts,  a  con¬ 
spicuous  head,  long  legs  and  the  abdomen  has  a  jointed  gill-process  on  the 
side  of  each  segment.  They  are  probably  predaceous  and  live  for  choice 
in  mud.  Only  a  small  number  of  species  are  known.  Corydalis ,  the 
very  large  Sialid,  common  in  America,  is  recorded  by  Wood-Mason  in 
India,  Corydalis  asiatica ,  W.  M.  (fig.  62),  being  found  in  the  Naga  Hills. 
(Proc.  Zook  Soc.,  1884,  p.  110.)  Chauliodes  subfasciatns  Westw.  is 
figured  in  Cabinet  of  Oriental  Entomology  ;  C.  maculipennis  Gr.  ( Griffiths’ 

Animal  Kingdom,  pi.  72,  fig.  1)  is  also 
known  from  India.  Three  other  species  of 
Chauliodes  are  described  by  MacLachlan, 
Weele  and  Walker,  and  8  species  of 
Neuromushj  MacLachlan,  Weele,  Walker 
and  Rambur,  all  from  the  Himalayas  or 
Assam. 

Fig.  63.— Chauliodes  Of  the  Raphidiince ,  none  are  known  in 

MACULIPENNIS. 

( After  Cuvier.)  India. 
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Panorpid^e. — Scorpion  Flies. 

Head  prolonged  into  a  distinct  beak,  with  biting  mouthparts .  Two  pairs 
of  wings  of  equal  size  held  at  an  angle  (or  wingless.)  The  male 
with  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  turned  up ,  the  apical  joint  swollen,  as 
in  a  scorpion .  Tarsi  five-jointed. 

These  singular  insects  are  at  once 
recognizable  from  the  peculiar  head. 

They  are  of  moderate  size,  found  flying 
in  wooded  places,  and  easily  distinguish¬ 
able.  The  antennae  are  long ;  the 
wings  moderately  large  and  held  out 
from  the  body.  The  abdomen  is 
long,  in  the  male  turned  up  as  in  a 
scorpion’s  tail,  in  the  female  straight 
and  tapering. 

The  common  Indian  species  are  apparently  similar  to  the  European 
form,  whose  life  history  is  known  ;  the  eggs  are  laid  in  a  mass  in  the 
ground  ;  from  them  hatch  larvae  in  the  form  of  caterpillars,  which  feed 
upon  decaying  vegetable  matter  usually  underground ;  the  larvae  have 
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Fig.  64-.Panorpa  furcata. 
( After  Hardwicke.) 


Fig.  65.— Panorpa  furcata. 
{A fter  Hardwicke. ) 


Fig.  66.— Panobpa  furcata;  hkad. 
( A fter  Hardwicke. ) 


imperfect  suckerfeet  as  well  as  jointed  legs  and  there  are  velvety  spots 
or  spines  on  the  segments.  Pupation  takes  place  in  the  soil.  The  ima¬ 
gines  of  both  the  observed  Indian  species  are  predaceous  and  very  active  ; 
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they  haunt  shady  places  among  bushes  and  under  trees  and  attack  com¬ 
paratively  large  insects.  These  insects  are  uncommon  and  little  is  rec¬ 
orded  about  them.  A  pretty  species  marked  with  blue  is  common  on 
the  Western  Ghauts  in  the  rains,  and  a  brown  species  is  found  in  the 
Khasi  Hills.  Hardwicke  describes  a  species  from  Nepal,  figures  of  which 
are  reproduced  here.  (Trans.  Linn.  Soc.,  XLV,  p.  132.)  It  is  common  in 
the  E.  Himalayas,  and  has  a  resemblance  to  a  large  Xchneumonid.  Bitiacus 
latipennis  Gerst.  is  described  from  Darjeeling  (M.  T.  Vorpomn.  XYI,  p. 
20,  1885).  Probably  others  will  be  found  when  the  family  comes  to  be 
observed,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  see  how  far  their  life  history  agrees  with 
that  outlined  above. 

Hemerobiid^:. 

Wings  nearly  equal  in  size ,  many-veined  and  held  at  an  angle  over  the 
abdomen.  The  hind  wing  not  folded.  Antennoe  well  developed. 

Tarsi  five -jointed.  Larva  with  suctorial  mandibles , 
pupa  in  a  cocoon  of  silk. 

This  is  a  miscellaneous  assemblage  of  easily  recognised  insects,  united 
by  the  life  history  and  larval  trophi.  The  adult's  differ  greatly  in  appear¬ 
ance,  but  form  a  distinct  family.  It  is  possible  that  the  family  will  be 
confused  with  the  Sialidw,  unless  the  student  is  familiar  with  the  latter. 
The  essential  differentiating  character  is  that  in  Sialidw  the  wings  are 
not  densely  reticulate,  whereas  they  are  so  in  Hemerobiidce  (except 
Coniopteryx) . 

Asa  rule,  the  different  forms  of  Hemerobiidoe  are  so  distinct  that  they 
can  be  recognised  at  sight,  but  the  above  is  apparently  the  only  true  struc¬ 
tural  distinctive  character  in  the  imago. 

As  the  habits  of  the  seven  sub- families  are  distinct,  we  propose  to 
discuss  each  in  turn. 

Myrmeleonince.  Short  knobbed  antennae. 

Ascalaphince.  Long  ,,  ,, 

Nemopterince.  Hind  wings  almost  linear. 

Mantispince.  Forelegs  raptorial. 

Hem&robiince.  Antennae  moniliform. 

Chrysopince.  ,,.  setaceous. 

Coniopterygince.  Minute.  Wings  powderv. 
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Myrmeleonince.  Ant-lions.  Recognisable  by  the  short  clubbed 
antennae  ;  the  wings  are  usually  large  and  of  equal  size,  often  very  much 
marked  with  brown  and  black. 


Fig.  67.— MYRMELEONID  ;  LARVA,  X  12;  EMPTY  PUPA  CASE  PROJECTING  FROM 
COCOON  AFTER  EMERGENCE,  X  12.  PlT  OF  THE  LARVA,  X  1. 

These  large  and  somewhat  ungainly  insects  have  a  wing  span  of 
three  inches  in  the  larger  forms,  the  smaller  of  half  that  length.  The 
colouring  is  sombre,  brown  predominating.  The  head  is  large  and  dis¬ 
tinct  with  large  compound  eyes.  The  mouthparts  are  biting  with  long 
palps.  The  thorax  is  robust,  often  very  hairy.  The  wings  are  long,  of 
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nearly  equal  size,  with  a  great  number  of  veins.  The  larger  species  have 
large  red-brown  or  black  blotches  on  the  wings,  the  smaller  have  hyaline 
immaculate  wings.  The  abdomen  is  long  and  slender,  stretching  be¬ 
tween  the  long  wings  which  are  held  in  a  sloping  manner  over  the  abdo¬ 
men.  The  legs  are  comparatively  short,  robust  and  spiny,  enabling 
the  insect  to  cling  tightly  to  plants.  Males  and  females  are  similar  in 
appearance,  as  a  rule,  the  male  sometimes  distinct  by  the  possession  of 
two  cerci. 

The  life  history  of  the  known  species  is  uniform  throughout  the 
group.  The  eggs  are  laid  in  sand  or  earth  ;  the  larva  that  issues  is 
flattened,  the  head  large  and  flat,  the  thorax  and  abdomen  stout.  The 
head  is  elastically  attached  to  the  prothorax  and  has  a  large  degree  of 
motion.  Projecting  in  front  of  the  head  are  immense  jaws,  long  and 
curved,  which  are  made  up  of  the  true  mandibles  and  maxillae  combined. 
The  slender  maxilla  lies  in  a  groove  of  the  lower  side  of  the  mandible,  and 
the  two  together  form  an  imperfect  tube,  liquid  ascending  between  the 
two  structures  into  the  mouth.  This  is  an  adaptation  which  enables  the 
insect  to  suck  the  blood  of  its  victims  and  food  is  taken  in  no  other  way. 
The  larvae  live  a  free  wandering  life  or  live  in  pits  in  sand.  The  free- 
living  ones  lurk  among  vegetation  and  capture  small  running  insects. 
They  are  a  portion  of  the  surface  living  insects  which  are  so  abundant 
in  dense  vegetation.  Some  species  are  common  in  damp  localities,  the 
imago  found  in  long  grass,  the  larvae  living  a  free  life  in  the  grass  and 


capturing  insects.  The  most  familiar  species  live  in  pits  in  sand  ;  the 
larva  prepares  these  pits  in  a  very  ingenious  manner.  It  commences 
by  going  round  in  a  circle,  moving  backwards,  its  body  making  a  furrow 
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in  the  soil ;  with  its  broad  head  it  throws  out  sand,  and  by  working 
steadily  round  in  a  spiral  it  gradually  excavates  a  round  pit,  with  sloping 
sides,  and  buries  itself  at  the  bottom.  It  then  lies  there  motionless,  its 
head  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit ;  should  an  unwary  insect  walk  over  the 
edge  of  the  pit,  the  sloping  sides  impede  its  exit  and  the  ant-lion  throws 
sand  at  it  by  jerking  its  broad  head.  Sooner  or  later  the  insect  comes 
within  reach  of  the  jaws  and  is  seized,  sucked  out  and  the  dried  shell 
thrown  out.  Ants  form  a  large  part  of  its  diet,  as  they  are  incessantly 
running  over  the  soil,  and  the  pits  are  apparently  adapted  to  catch  them; 
larger  insects  escape  readily.  This  life  is  an  interesting  one  and  food 
appears  to  come  only  at  long  intervals.  One  might  hold  up  this  insect  as 
a  type  of  patience  ;  they  are  able  to  endure  long  fasts  and  an  occasional 
ant  every  week  or  so  is  apparently  sufficient  to  keep  captive  specimens 
alive.  They  live  only  in  dry  sand  and  make  new  pits  if  occasion  arises. 
Near  houses  these  pits  are  common,  and  when  rain  comes,  or  when  the 
rainy  season  sets  in,  the  new  pits  are  made  under  the  lee  of  the  house 
where  rain  will  not  wet  the  sand. 

When  the  Pusa  Laboratory  was  in  course  of  erection,  there  were 
numerous  pits  in  the  dry  sand  spread  over  the  newly  floored  verandahs  ; 
the  reason  they  were  there  was  apparently  that  the  sand  was  dry,  all  the 
outside  earth  being  soaked  with  the  rains,  but  what  food  these  insects  got 
was  not  apparent  as  no  insects  were  found  there. 

Pupation  takes  place  in  a  cocoon  in  the  sand  or  soil  near  the  pit ; 
the  pupa  has  mandibles  with  which  it  can  cut  through  the  cocoon  which 
consists  of  silk  and  particles  of  sand.  It  is  noticeable  that  this  silk  is 
produced  from  the  apex  of  the  abdomen.  The  length  of  the  life  history 
is  not  known ;  imagos  are  found  at  all  times  from  March  to  November. 
The  imago  flies  clumsily  but  swiftly,  and  though  nocturnal,  is  frequently 
seen  flying  in  the  day  in  long  grass.  An  unpleasant  odour  is  diffused 
from  their  bodies  when  they  are  handled,  not  an  aromatic  odour  as  in 
the  Hemiptera  but  an  unpleasant  one,  suggesting  carrion.  Light  is  an 
attraction  and  many  can  be  caught  in  houses  and  at  light.  A  number 
of  species  occur  in  India,  but  the  usual  darkness  seems  to  shroud  their 
nomenclature  and  classification.  Two  species  of  Palpares ,  seven  of 
Myrmeleo  and  one  of  Formicaleo  have  been  described  from  India  by 
Rambur  (1842)  and  Gerstacker  (1893  and  1884).  Myrmeleon  singulare , 
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W estw.  is  one  of  the  commoner  species,  a  very  noticeable  insect, 
figured  and  described  in  1847  (Cab,  Or.  Ent.,  pi.  XXIV,  fig.  4).  M.  par- 
dalis  F.  and  M.  Punctatus  F.  from  the  East  Indies  are  figured  in 
Donovan’s  Insects  of  India. 

Ascalaphince — Differ  from  Myrmeleoninse  in  having  long  antennae, 
also  clubbed. 


Fig.  69.— Helicomitus  dic-ax. 


This  small  family  is  at  once  recognisable  in  the  winged  stage.  The 
insects  are  of  the  same  general  structure  as  the  Myrmeleonince ,  but  with 
long  antennae  held  straight  out  from  the  head,  clubbed  at  the  tip.  The 
wings  are  less  elongated  and  only  with  few  markings.  The  eyes  are 
usually  divided  across  by  a  distinct  line  as  if  the  upper  and  lower 
halves  functioned  separately. 

The  life  history  differs  in  detail  only  from  that  of  the  Myrmeleonince 
so  far  as  is  known.  The  eggs  were  found  laid  on  a  lucerne  stem,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  little  eggs  in  a  row ;  each  egg  is  cylindrical  and  truncate  at  the 
ends.  Small  active  larvae  emerged,  whose  appearance  is  best  learnt  from 
the  figure.  They  were  fed  on  aphides,  the  aphides  being  seized  in  the 
sharp  mandibles  and  sucked  out.  These  larvae  died  as  the  right  food  or 
conditions  had  not  been  found.  (Others  are  being  reared  on  a  greater 
variety  of  insects).  Other  similar  larva3  are  found  leading  a  free  life  in  the 
fields  ;  the  thorax  is  broadly  joined  to  the  abdomen,  the  head  not  mov- 
ably  jointed  to  the  thorax  as  in  the  ant-lions.  A  larva  was  found  on  the 
bark  of  a  tree  ;  it  remained  motionless  on  the  bark  without  food  for  two 
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months  and  all  endeavours  to  feed  it  or  rear  it  failed.  An  investigation 
into  the  habits  of  these  larvse  in  the  field  would  yield  interesting  results, 
and  it  is  possible  that  they  play  an  important  part  in  checking  some 
insects.  The  imagines  are  found  flying  under  trees  or  in  grass  and  are 
apparently  principally  crepuscular  in  habit. 

Westwood  describes  the  following  species  of  Ascalaphus  (Cat.  Or. 
Entom.,  1847),  and  figures  the  first  three  : — 

A.  tessellatus  (pi.  XXXIV,  fig.  1),  A.  segmentator  (pi.  XXXIV,  fig.  2), 
A.  canifrons  (pi.  XXXIV,  fig.  3),  A.  dentifer ,  A.  angulatus ,  A.  ohscurus. 

No  species  had  been  previously  described  from  India  and  ten  have 
been  since  added.  (Weele  in  Selys  Collection,  1908). 


Fig.  70.— Ascal aphid  larva,  x  18.  Fig.  71.— Eggs  of  ascalaphid,  x  2. 

Nemopterince. — The  hind  wings  are  long  and  very  narrow,  project¬ 
ing  backwards  beyond  the  body. 


152 


NEUROPTERA. 


A  single  species  of  this  remarkable  group  is  found  abundantly  in 
houses  in  India,  flying  about  rooms  in  the  dusk  (fig.  72).  We  have 


observed  it  three  years  in  succession  in  April  and  at  no  other  time.  The 
insect  is  a  very  graceful  one,  flying  with  a  weak  fluttering  motion  and 
hovering  socially  much  as  the  mosquitoes  do.  A  single  larva  of  the  type 
described  as  Nemopterous  was  found  in  a  house  in  India;  the  charac¬ 
teristic  is  the  immensely  long  Thin  neck 
carrying  the  round  head  and  formidable 
jaws  (fig.  73). 


There  is  little  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  larva  of  this  Nemopterid  lives  in 
our  houses  and  is  probably  predaceous  on 
small  forms  of  life  ;  careful  search  in 
odd  corners  and  dusty  places  will  pro¬ 
bably  reveal  the  larva  and  clear  up 
the  life  history  of  this  insect.  Nemoptera 
filipennis ,  Westw.  is  described  and 
figured  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  pi.  XXXI Y, 
fig.  6)  from  Central  India. 


(After  Roux.) 


Mantispince.— Forelegs  predaceous  after  the  manner  of  a  Mantis. 
These  obscure  insects  appear  to  be  found  but  seldom  in  India,  one  spe¬ 
cies  being  known  to  occur  in  the  plains.  The  imago  has  two  pairs 
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of  hyaline  wings,  a  rather  slender  body  and  the  posterior  legs  fitted  for 
walking.  The  forelegs  have  the  tibia  bent  back  upon  the  femur  as  in  the 
Mantidce. 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  life  his¬ 
tory  of  our  species  ;  Brauer  records 
that  one  European  species  lays  stal¬ 
ked  eggs,  as  do  the  H  enter  obiidce,  and 
that  the  larva  finds  its  way  to  the 
egg-mass  of  a  spider  and  there  feeds 
Fig.  74.— Mantispa.  x  2.  on  the  eggs  and  young  spiders  ;  it 

pupates  in  the  web  that  contained 
the  spider’s  eggs,  and  the  pupa,  when  ready  to  transform,  pierces  its 
cocoon  and  the  spider’s  web,  the  imago  then  emerging.  Glenurus  pupil- 
latus  Navas.,  Mantispa  rugicollis  Navas.,  and  M.  Hamiltonella ,  Westw. 
have  been  described  from  India,  as  also  has  M.  nodosa,  Westw.  which 
occurs  in  Assam  and  is  figured  by  Westwood  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  pi.  XX IV, 

fig.  7). 

Hemerobiince. — The  antenme  moniliform. 

This  sub-family  includes  two  types  of  insects,  of  which  some  of  each 
are  known  in  India.  The  Sisyrini  live  as  larvae  in  freshwater  sponges, 
and  Annandale  has  recorded  one  as  having 
been  found  in  this  situation  in  Calcutta.  The 
student  should  consult  Sharp’s  volume,  where 
there  is  a  good  figure  of  the  larva.  Osmylus 
perspicillaris.  Gerst.,  0.  langii  Mach,  0. 
lineaticollis  Mach,  and  Dilar  Hornei  Mack,  are 
Indian  species.  The  Hemerobiini  are  represen¬ 
ted  by  one  delicate  brownish  insect  whose  larva 
feeds  on  the  cotton  aphis.  The  life  history 
differs  only  in  detail  from  that  of  Chrysopa  in 
the  next  sub -family  ;  the  eggs  are  laid  on  stalks  ; 
the  larva  is  naked  and  feeds  voraciously  on 
aphides,  sucking  them  out  with  its  long 
mandibles.  In  this  species  pupation  takes 
place  under  a  very  delicate  web  on  a  leaf. 

This  insect  is  less  common  than  its  ally,  the 
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green  Chrysopa,  but  may  be  found  in  cotton  fields  generally  in  the 
plains. 

Chrysopince. — The  antennae  filiform.  One  species  of  this  group 
is  common  throughout  the  plains,  a  delicate  green  insect  with  shining 


Fig.  76.— Chrysopa  larva,  with  its  covering  of  skins. 

(F.  M.  H.). 


eyes  which  diffuses  an  unpleasant  odour  on  being  handled.  Here  and 
there  about  the  fields  one  sees  little  clusters  of  white  eggs,  each  egg  on  a 
separate  long  slender  stalk.  (A  Himalayan  species  lays  the  eggs  so 
close  together  that  the  individual  stalks  coalesce  and  one  finds  a  little 
bunch  of  eggs  on  a  compound  stalk).  The  clusters  are  everywhere, 


Fig.  77.— Eggs  of  ohrysopa 
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on  weeds,  on  the  cotton  plant,  on  the  ground,  and  if  one  watches  care¬ 
fully  in  the  dusk,  one  may  see  a  long  green  fly  laying  them  some  fifteen 
to  twenty  in  a  little  cluster.  In  a  few  days  (a  little  over  a  week),  these 
eggs  hatch,  the  thin  shell  bursting  at  the  tip  to  allow  the  little 
creature  to  emerge  ;  it  sits  on  the  egg  shell  on  the  top  of  the  stalk 
till  it  has  recovered  from  its  cramped  position  in  the  egg  and  then  runs 
off  looking  for  aphis.  It  is  a  very  active  creature,  with  long  legs,  a 
slender  body  set  with  spines  and  a  pair  of  long  curved  mandibles  on  the 


Fig.  78.— Egg  and  larva  of  chrysopa. 


head.  It  is  most  voracious,  catching  the  aphides  in  its  hollow  mandibles 
and  sucking  out  the  juice  of  their  body.  Having  emptied  the  skin,  it 
puts  it  on  its  back,  where  the  long  spines  hold  it,  and  eats  the  next 
aphis.  This  process  continues  indefinitely  throughout  the  larval  life 
of  the  little  creature  ;  it  moves  about  with  a  large  heap  of  the  skins  of 

its  victims  on  its  back,  and  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  make  out  what  one  has  got  hold 
of  when  one  sees  this  extraordinary  mass 
running  over  the  cotton  plant.  At  the 
periodical  moult  it  gets  rid  of  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  skins,  which  by  no  means  in¬ 
cludes  those  of  all  its  victims  and  starts  a 
fresh  covering.  Their  voraciousness  is 
very  great  and  in  captivity  the  single 

larva  required  on  an  average  some  160 
Fig.  79.— Cocoon  of  chrysopa.  .  1  .  . 

aphides  tor  one  day  s  tood.  t  his  is 
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probably  not  more  than  they  eat  when  living  freely  on  the 
plant ;  they  feed  very  rapidly  and  voraciously  and  we  can  quite  believe 
the  number  of  victims  in  a  day  to  be  much  larger.  Finally,  after  eight 
days’  feeding,  its  voraciousness  is  satisfied  and  it  settles  down  in  a  quiet 
place  to  spin  its  cocoon  and  turn  into  the  chrysalis.  This  is  done  on 
the  plant  and  the  chrysalis  remains  in  it  for  about  one  month.  The 
cocoon  is  a  tough,  white  oval  structure,  built  of  silk,  and  when  the  fly 
is  ready  to  come  out,  the 
top  comes  off  as  a  neat 
little  lid ;  there  is  probably 
a  line  of  weakness  in  the  co¬ 
coon  when  originally  made, 
so  that  the  top  will  come 
off  neatly  and  allow  the  fly 
to  emerge.  The  fly  is  a 
familiar  insect  with  green 
head  and  body,  bright 
golden  eyes  and  long  un¬ 
gainly  wings,  which  look  much  too  big  for  it.  One  sees  them  flying 
about  in  the  dusk  or  in  the  day  time  if  disturbed,  and  like  many  other 
insects,  the  attraction  of  a  lamp  is  usually  too  much  for  them.  No 
Indian  species  appear  to  have  been  recorded. 

Coniopteryginov . — Small  delicate  insects,  in  which  the  wings  are 
covered  with  a  white  powdery  secretion. 


Fig.  81.— Spilocoris  guttata. 

[From  Enderlein.) 

These  delicate  insects  are  just  known  to  occur  in  India,  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  having  been  captured  flying  and  on  a  bair  tree  in  Surat  and  among 
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pine  and  deodar  in  Simla.  An  account  of  what  is  known  of  the  life  history 
will  be  found  in  Sharp’s  insects.  They  will  be  confused  with  Aleur- 
odidce  if  not  carefully  examined  ;  the  mouthparts  are  well  developed 
with  prominent  palpi  ;  the  wing  venation  is  comparatively  complex  and 
the  tarsi  five-jointed.  The  wings  are  white,  the  body  red  in  one  species 
Enderlein  has  listed  the  family  (Genera  Insectorum,  1908) ;  no 
Indian  species  are  recorded.  He  states  that  the  larvae,  after  feeding 
on  Coccids,  spin  a  web  by  means  of  anal  spinnerets  and  rest  under 
it  till  spring,  when  they  pupate  and  emerge. 

Collecting. — Special  methods  of  collecting  are  not  required  in  this 
family,  but  great  care  must  be  taken  to  preserve  the  specimens  from 
damp  as  in  all  groups  of  Neuroptera.  Myrmeleonides  and  Ascalaphides 
are  on  the  wing  once  a  year  and  come  to  lights.  Nemopterids  come  out 
in  houses  at  dusk  and  dance ;  the  remainder  must  be  sought  for  in  their 
haunts.  Any  killing  bottle  is  good,  so  long  as  it  is  quite  dry.  Good  series 
of  all  species  are  required,  and  in  this  group  there  is  very  much  biological 
work  to  be  done  before  we  can  fully  estimate  the  value  of  this  family. 

T richoptera.— CW&  flies. 

Wings  hairy ,  the  hind  wing  larger,  with  a  folded  anal  area.  Coxce  long 
and  contiguous.  Antennw  long,  tarsi  five -jointed. 

The  family  can  be  distinguished  by  the  above  characters  with  some 
doubt,  since  the  hairiness  of  the  wings  is  not  always  noticeable.  They 


Fig.  82.— Macronema  fastuosum  wlk, 
( From  Ulmer.) 


158 


NE  UR  OPT  ERA. 


are  rather  delicate  insects,  moth-like  in  appearance,  but  with  the  wings 
sloped  over  the  abdomen  when  at  rest.  The  antennee  are  long.  We 
are  aware  of  no  observations  on  these  insects  in  India,  other  than  the 
descriptions  of  species.  Their  biology  appears  to  be  untouched.  In 
general,  the  larvae  live  in  fresh  water  in  cases,  made  of  a  great  variety  of 
materials,  including  silk,  stones,  vegetable  matter,  shells  of  molluscs,  etc. ; 
each  species  makes  its  special  form  of  case,  in  which  the  larva  lives. 
The  larva  is  somewhat  caterpillar-like,  with  a  terminal  pair  of  processes 
or  hooks  to  fasten  it  to  the  case,  with  blood-gills  of  a  variety  of  kinds  to 
secure  respiration.  They  are  believed  to  be  vegetarian,  and  while 
one  at  least  is  injurious  to  the  “  water-cress  ”  grown  in  Europe, 
none  are  known  to  be  injurious  to  India. 


The  student  of  this  group  should  read  the  chapter  in  Sharp’s  Insects 
and  the  account  in  Miall’s  Aquatic  Insects  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
family  will  be  investigated  in  India  ;  the 
number  of  plain’s  species  appears  to  be 
small,  but  very  little  is  known  and  the 
group  has  not  been  studied.  Wood- 
Mason  recorded  a  species  which  produced 
460  living  young  ones  when  artificially 
stimulated.  Apparently  this  is  the  normal 
habit  of  this  Caddisfly,  which  is  provi¬ 
sionally  named  by  him  Notanatolica 
vivipara  (Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  1890,  6 
ser.,Vol.  VI,  p.  189).  Morton  describes  a 
Hydroptilid  from  the  Khasis  as  I  thy  tricilia 
violacea ,  remarking  that  it  is  the  largest 
of  the  sub-family  with  an  expanse  of 
12-14  m.m.  (E.  M.  M.  1902,  p.  283).  He 
also  describes  Khasi  Rhyacophilids  in 
Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  London,  1900,  p.  1.  In 
all,  some  61  species  are  recorded  from  Fig.  83. -Caddis  larva,  in  case. 
India,  Burma  and  Ceylon,  the  majority  *  25.  From  balsam  slide. 
from  the  last  locality,  most  of  the  remain¬ 
der  from  the  hills. 
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The  following  are  recorded  from  India  by  Ulmer  (Zeitschr.  Wiss. 
Insectenbiol,  1905,  pp.  16,  68,  119,  and  Genera  Insectorum,  Trichop- 
tera,  1907). 


L  Phryganeidae 

2.  (Limnophilidae). 

3.  Sericostomatidae 


4.  Leptoceridse 


5.  Hydropsychidae 


6.  Polycentropidee 

7.  Philopotamidse 


8.  Rhyacophilidae 


9.  Hydroptilidse 


1.  Neuronia  maclachlani,  Wh.  (India). 

2.  Dinarthrodes  armata,  Ulm.  (Assam). 

3.  Dinarthrorum  ferox,  Mach  (North 

India). 

4.  Dinarthrella  destructor ,  Ulm.  (Darjee¬ 

ling). 

5.  Notanatolica  magna,  Wlk.  (India,  etc.). 

6.  Notanatolica  vivipara ,  W.  M.  (Calcutta). 

7.  Leptocerus  indicus,  Wlk.  (Bengal,  its 

systematic  position  doubtful).  . 

8.  Setodes  argehtifera ,  Mack  (North-Wes¬ 

tern  India). 

9.  Polymorphanismus  nigricornis,  Wlk. 

(North  India). 

10.  Aethaloptera  sexpunctata ,  Kol.  (India). 

11.  Hydropsy che  asiatica ,  Ulm.  (Sikkim). 

12.  Hydwpsyche  luctuosus ,  Ulm.  (Sikkim). 

13.  Plectronemia  aurea ,  Ulm.  (Sikkim). 

14.  Plectronemia  navasi ,  Ulm.  (Sikkim). 

15.  Dipseudopsis  indica,  Mack  (India). 

16.  Stenopsyche  griseipennis ,  Mack  (India, 

etc.). 

17.  Rhyacophila  anatina ,  Nort.  (Khasis). 

18.  Rhyacophila  curvata ,  Mort.  (Khasis), 

19.  Rhyacophila  inconspicua,  Mort.  (Khasis). 

20.  Rhyacophila  lanceolata,  Mort.  (Khasis). 

21.  Rhyacophila  scissa,  Mort.  (Khasis). 

22.  Rhyacophila  tecta ,  Mort.  (Khasis). 

23.  Rhyacophila  naviculata ,  Mort.  (Trichi- 

nopoly). 

24.  Ithytrichia  violacea ,  Mort.  (Khasis). 

25.  Melanotrichia  singularis ,  Ulm.  (India). 
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The  Trichoptera  are  characteristic  of  moist  temperate  areas  rather 
than  of  the  moist  or  dry  tropical  areas  and  the  student  will  scarcely  find 
any  species  without  search.  None  the  less,  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
mo  is  ter  parts  of  India  many  remain  to  be  found  and  this  is  true  also 
of  the  hills.  More  species  are  recorded  from  Ceylon  than  from  all  India 
including  the  hills,  and  this  is  due  partly  to  better  collecting  and  to  more 
attention  having  been  paid  to  these  insects  there. 


Note, — Since  the  above  was  in  type,  the  Ascolaphid  larvae  figured 
have  been  successfully  kept  alive  and  have  passed  through  several  instars  ; 
they  are  fed  on  small  sluggish  insects  such  as  caterpillars,  aphides  and 
immature  membracids  ;  they  are  inactive  by  day  resting  pressed  tightly 
on  stones  or  earth,  usually  covered  with  particles  of  soil  held  by  their 
spines. 

The  common  hemopterid,  which  was  obtained  as  usual  in  April, 
laid  eggs  in  captivity,  small  oval  bluish  eggs,  laid  singly  and  concealed 
by  adhering  dust.  They  hatched  to  small  white  larvae  of  the  form 
shown  in  figure  73,  but  without  the  long  neck  which  apparently  develops 
in  later  instars.  They  cover  themselves  with  dust  and,  in  the  absence 
of  other  food,  prey  upon  each  other.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
larvae  occur  in  houses  and  other  buildings  and  there  is  additional  evi¬ 
dence  that  they  are  predaceous,  probably  upon  Psocids  ( atropos )  and 
other  small  forms  of  insect  life,  their  long  necks  probably  assisting 
them  to  obtain  their  prey  in  cracks  and  chinks. 
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Two  pairs  of  wings  of  almost  equal  size,  hyaline  and  with  few  veins.  The 
antennas  simple,  straight  or  elbowed.  The  mouthparts  mandibulate, 
the  labium  and  maxillae  formed  in  some  cases  into  a  lapping  tongue. 
The  thorax  complex,  the  parts  accurately  co-adapted  to  form  a  rigid 
whole.  An  extrusible  ovipositor  is  present.  Metamorphosis  complex, 
the  larva  freeliving  or,  more  usually,  dependent  for  food  on  a  host  or 
on  the  parent  and  in  this  case  a  white  apod ous g rub.  In  both  the  latt  er 
the  imaginal  life  is  the  active  period,  usually  of  long  duration  The 
order  includes  herbivorous  insects,  feeding  in  or  on  plants,  parasites 
in  insects,  stinging  predators  feeding  their  young  on  paralysed  insects 
and  spiders,  and  social  or  solitary  insects  deriving  their  food  from 
flowers,  from  waste  matter  (scavengers)  or  from  living  insects. 


The  sawflies,  gallflies,  ichneumons,  cuckoo-wasps,  bees,  ants  and 
wasps  which  make  up  this  order  are  readily  recognised  in  the  field :  the 
order  is  a  very  large  one,  with  a  great  number  of  known  species,  and 
perhaps  a  greater  number  of  undescribed  species  than  any  order  except 
Diptera.  It  includes  insects  of  the  very  highest  importance  to  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  some  of  great  economic  value  but  few  that  are  destructive  to 
crops  or  merchandise. 

The  classification  of  this  large  order  is  simple,  and  though  authors  do 
not  agree  as  to  the  details,  the  broad  lines  are  generally  accepted.  Ash- 
mead  has  revised  the  whole  classification  and  introduced  a  new  nomen¬ 
clature,  but,  while  this  is  accepted  in  America,  it  is  not  that  accepted  in 
Europe  and  differs  from  that  still  adhered  to  in  England.  We  must  here 
follow  the  Fauna  of  India.  The  order  is  divided  into  Sessiliventres,  with 
the  abdomen  broadly  attached  to  the  thorax,  and  Petiolata  with  the 
abdomen  connected  to  the  thorax  by  a  petiole.  The  Sessiliventres  in¬ 
clude  only  three  families  of  phytophagous  insects,  which  are  borers  in 
plants  or  feed  on  leaves.  The  Petiolati  includes  the  remaining  24 
families,  which  fall  into  three  series  : — The  Parasitica ,  with  divided 
trochanter  and  extruded  ovipositor,  the  Tubulifera  and  Aculeata  with 
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retrusible  ovipositor  and  single  trochanter,  the  former  with  three  to 
five  visible  ventral  segments  and  an  ovipositor,  the  latter  with  the 
abdomen  of  more  than  five  visible  ventral  segments  and  a  sting. 

Th eAculeata  again  fall  into  four  series,  the  Anthophila  with  plumose 
hairs  and  dilated  hind  tarsi,  the  Diploptera  with  forewing  longitudinally 
folded  in  repose,  the  Heterogyna  with  the  basal  one  or  two  segments 
formed  into  nodes,  and  the  Fossores  without  any  of  these  characters. 
The  classification  of  the  order  falls  as  in  the  following  table  : — 


Sessiliventres. 

(Cephidae). 

(Phytophaga). 

Siricidee. 

Tenthredinidae. 

Petiolata.  Parasitica. 

Cynipidae. 

Proctotrypidae. 

Chalcidae. 

Dryinidae. 

Ichneumonidae. 

Braconidae. 

Stephanidae. 

(Megalyridae). 

Evaniidae. 

(Pelecinidae). 

Trigonalidae. 

Tubulifera. 

Chrysidae. 

Aculeata  Fossores. 

Mutillidae. 

Thynnidae. 

Scoliidae. 

(Sapygidse). 

Pompilidae. 

Sphegidae. 

Diploptera. 

Eumenidae. 

Yespidae. 

(Masaridae). 

Anthophila. 

Colletidae. 

Apidae. 

Heterogyna. 

Formicidas, 
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Fig.  84— A.  Vespa  Magnifica,  to  show  median  segment  and  single  trochanter 
(tr).  B.  Braconid  to  show  junction  of  thorax  and  abdomen.  Pet.- 
Petiole,  Med.  seg-Median  segment.  Tr.  1,  Tr.  2,  the  double  trochan¬ 
ter..  0.  Thorax  op  sphegid  to  show  collar-like  prothorax.  D.  ditto, 
of  Pom  pi  ltd  to  show  prothorax  reaching  the  tegulae. 


There  is  a  very  extensive  literature  on  this  group.  The  Sessili- 
ventres  and  Parasitica  have  been  largely  listed  in  Genera  Insectorum  and 
the  Ichneumonidce  and  Bmconidw  are  being  monographed  in  the  Fauna 
of  India  shortly.  The  Tubulifera  and  Aculeata  are  already  monographed 
in  the  Fauna  of  India  but  the  student  will  find  a  large  number  of  species 
since  described  by  Cameron,  Nurse  and  others. 

It  is  at  present  useless  to  attempt  to  grapple  with  the  Parasitica , 
and  our  account  below  must,  in  the  absence  of  the  Fauna  volume,  be 
meagre  in  the  extreme.  Collections  in  this  group  are  badly  wanted  and 
there  is  here  a  very  large  field  for  collecting  and  research,  specially  in 
tropical  India.  In  the  Aculeata ,  the  pioneer  work  of  listing  and  describ- 
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ing  species  is  largely  done,  though  new  species  still  appear,  and  the  next 
step  is  to  study  the  habits  and  life-histories.  The  student  will  note 
that  we  follow  the  order  and  nomenclature  of  Bingham’s  Fauna  of 
India,  rather  than  that  of  continental  authors  as  is  done  by  Nurse  and 
Cameron,  and  as  may  be  most  easily  seen  in  Genera  Insectorum. 

HYMENOPTERA  SESSILIVENTRES 

Siricid/E. — (including  Oryssidce). 

A  small  family  distinct  from  other  families  by  the  characters  of 
the  thorax  and  venation,  as  well  as  by  the  larval  habits.  The  larvae 
are  borers  in  wood,  and  have  three  pairs  of  stumpy  legs  on  the 
thorax,  a  process  at  the  end  of  the  abdomen.  The  imagines  are  con¬ 
spicuous  insects,  large  and  brightly  coloured,  the  female  with  sharp 
ovipositor.  They  are  wholly  forest  insects  and  confined  in  India  to 
hilly  forest  tracts.  The  recorded  Indian  species  include  Xiphydria 
(3  spp.),  Sir  ex  (1  sp.),  Paururus  (1  sp.),  and  Tremex  (3  spp.).  None  are 
likely  to  be  found  in  tropical  India. 

Tenthredinid,®, — Sawflies . 

The  pronotum  small ;  two  spurs  to  the  tibia.  The  female  with  a  saw, 
usually  concealed.  The  larva  leaf -eating,  cater  pillar -like, 
with  more  than  five  pairs  of  sucker  feet. 

The  sawflies  are  easily  recognizable  from  other  Hymenoptera,  the 
abdomen  being  broadly  united  with  the  thorax,  the  pronotum  small  and 
visible  principally  at  the  sides,  the  female  without  an  exserted  ovipositor 
and  the  anterior  tarsi  with  two  spurs.  They  are  moderate-sized  insects, 
of  bright  colours,  the  common  plains  species  less  than  one-third  of  an 
inch  long.  The  head  is  distinct,  with  short  antennae,  simple  and  com¬ 
pound  eyes  and  the  usual  biting  mouthparts.  The  thorax  and  abdomen 
are  robust,  the  wings  short  and  often  smoky  or  coloured.  The  most 
striking  structure  is  the  female  ovipositor  or  4  4  saw,”  with  which  she  cuts 
leaves  in  which  to  lay  her  eggs.  This  is  concealed  except  when  in  use 
and  requires  to  be  dissected  out. 

The  life-history  is,  in  general  features,  similar  to  that  of  the  Lepi- 
doptera.  The  larva  is  a  caterpillar-like  creature  with  three  pairs  of 
thoracic  legs  and  from  six  to  eight  pairs  of  prolegs  without  hooks  on  the 


PLATE  IX. — Athalia  Proxima. 

The  Mustard  Sawfly. 

Fig.  1.  Young  larva. 

,,  2.  Half-grown  larva. 

,,  3.  Full-grown  larva. 

„  4.  Larva  feeding  on  mustard  leaf, 

,,  5.  Pupa,  dorsal  aspect. 

„  6.  Pupa,  ventral  aspect. 

,,  7.  Imago. 

,,  8.  Cluster  of  Cocoons. 

,,  9.  Single  Cocoon. 

,,  10.  Parasite. 

(Reprinted  from  Memoirs,  Agricultural  Department  for  India 
Entomology,  Vol.  I,  No.  6.) 
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abdominal  segments.  This  character  at  once  distinguishes  it  as  no  Lepi- 
dopterous  larva  has  more  than  five  pairs  of  prolegs.  The  larva  lives 
openly,  feeding  on  leaves ;  in  some  the  hind  end  of  the  abdomen  is  more 
flexible  and  tapering,  and  is  twisted  round  in  a  characteristic  manner  to 
give  support  to  the  insect.  The  larva  of  Athalia  proximo, ,  King.,  the 
commonest  plains  species,  feeds  on  mustard  and  Cruciferse  generally  ; 
its  life-history  is  described  elsewhere  (Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  India, 
Entom.  I,  No.  6).  It  is  undoubtedly  an  immigrant  from  the  hills 
which  has  adapted  itself  to  life  in  tropical  India  by. a  prolonged  period 
of  rest  during  the  hot  months.  The  pupa  is  concealed  in  a  cocoon 
between  leaves  or  in  the  ground.  It  is  recorded  that  parthenogenesis 
occurs  in  this  family;  this  does  not  appear  to-  be  the  case  with  A. 
proximo ,  where  both  sexes  occur  and  coupling  takes  place  normally. 

The  family  is  a  large  one  with  over  2,400  species  described  of  which 
90  are  known  from  India,  being  mainly  species  collected  in  Assam,  Bur¬ 
ma  and  Simla.  The  hill  fauna  is  very  much  larger  than  that  of  the 
plains  but  the  large  number  described  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  this 
group  lias  been  collected  there  and  has  not  been  worked  at  in  the  plains. 
Cameron  has  described  the  majority  of  the  species  within  the  last 
ten  years.  Only  two  species  are  known  from  the  plains  of  which  Atha- 
lia  proximo,  King.,  alone  has  been  reared.  (Plate  IX.)  The  most 
recent  catalogue  is  that  of  Konow  in  Genera  Insectorum. 

HYMEN OPTER A  PARASITICA. 

From  practically  every  herbivorous  insect,  as  from  many  others, 
we  rear  parasites  belonging  to  this  group.  From  a  single  species  we  may 
get  one  or  more  egg  parasites,  and  one  or  more  larval  parasites  ;  we  find 
also  that  these  parasites  have  their  parasites  (called  hyperparasites  as 
they  are  parasites  on  parasites).  Thus  from  one  species  we  may  rear 
several  species  of  parasitic  hymenoptera.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  group 
is  one  of  vast  extent  and  number  ;  it  is  also  one  whose  study  has  not  at¬ 
tracted  sufficient  attention ;  Indian  forms  have  been  described  (in  a  great 
variety  of  somewhat  inaccessible  publications)  by  Cameron  and  others 
from  specimens  collected  in  the  hills ;  we  have  reared  abundant  species 
which  will  require  much  time  for  identification  and  we  are  thus  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  having  a  great  mass  of  material  which  has  not  been  worked  at 
and  we  cannot  attempt  to  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  this  great 
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group.  In  no  branch  of  entomology  is  study  so  much  required  and  no 
branch  is  likely  to  give  results  of  greater  economic  value.  Parasitic 
Hymenoptera  are  the  greatest  checks  on  insect  increase  and  their  work 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  ;  this  has  been  recognised  elsewhere  and  the 
study  of  Parasitic  Hymenoptera  should  advance  when  more  encourage¬ 
ment  is  given  to  Entomology  generally.  As  it  is  we  are  unable  to  do 
anything  to  assist  these  insects  save  in  very  special  cases  ;  when  it  was 
learnt  that  the  parasites  of  the  Indian  bollworm  had  been  destroyed  by 
cold,  and  these  were  reintroduced  from  places  not  affected  by  the  cold, 
the  first  step  to  the  utilisation  of  parasitic  insects  was  taken  in  India ; 
but  this  was  a  special  case  and  until  we  know  our  parasites,  we  cannot 
expect  to  be  able  to  make  progress  in  this  branch  of  entomology. 

Cynipid^e. — Gall-wasps. 

Small  to  minute  insects ,  the  forewing  with  no  stigma  and  not  more  than 
-five  closed  cells ,  the  hindwing  with  two  or  three  nervures ;  the  antennae 
are  straight  with  less  than  16  joints.  The  pronotum  reaches  the 
insertion  of  the  forewings. 

Whilst  the  habits  of  the  family  are  of  great  interest,  almost  none 
are  described  from  our  region  and  the  habits  of  these  are  unknown.  One 
species  ( Onychia  striolata,  Cam.)  from  Bengal  will,  if  it  shares  the  habits 
of  the  rest  of  the  genus,  be  a  parasite  on  a  Dipterous  insect.  Others  are 
known  to  inhabit  galls.  Cameron  has  described  Callirhytis  semicarpi- 
folice  as  being  reared  from  an  acorn  ( Quercus  semicar pif olid)  collected 
in  the  North-West  Himalayas.  (Entomologist,  1902,  38.) 

In  general,  the  Cynipidce  are  either  (1)  inhabitants  of  galls  or  other 
portions  of  plant  tissues,  (2)  guests  of  the  above  gall- inhabiting  species 
or  (3)  parasites  on  other  insects.  Taking  first  the  gall-insect,  it  may  be 
remembered  that  many  other  insects  make  galls  and  that  not  every  gall 
is  due  to  the  work  of  the  Cynipid ;  also  that  a  gall  may  contain  the  Cyni- 
pid  that  caused  it  or  either  guests  or  parasites.  A  number  of  very  simi¬ 
lar  insects  may  therefore  be  reared  from  the  same  galls  and  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  sort  them  out.  It  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  the  study  of 
galls  may  be  taken  up  in  India,  and  with  it,  the  study  of  the  relations 
of  the  insects  inhabiting  such  galls.  Galls  abound  even  in  the  plains  and 
those  on  the  mango  tree  alone  will  give  ample  scope  for  investigation. 
Having  cleared  them  up,  the  study  of  galls  on  other  trees  in  the  plains 
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and  then  in  the  forests  and  hills  may  be  expected  to  produce  much  that 
is  new  and  second  in  interest  to  no  other  branch  of  insect  bionomics. 

An  excellent  account  of  some  of  the  features  of  this  group  is  contain¬ 
ed  in  Sharp’s  Insects.  The  student  is  referred  to  this,  and  it  is  needless 
to  here  reproduce  a  similar  general  account  of  a  group  of  which  almost 
nothing  is  known  in  India. 


G-ALLS. 

There  are  a  number  of  insects,  which  live  in  the  tissues  of  plants 
and  whose  activities  produce  an  alteration  of  the  structure  of 
the  plant,  an  unusual  growth  of  tissue  taking  place,  leading  to  the 
formation  of  a  “gall.”  Such  galls  are  easily  recognisable  as  quite 
distinct  bodies,  associated  always  with  a  particular  insect  and  for  each 
species  of  inhabitant  assuming  a  peculiar  form. 

Obviously  this  is  a  clearly  distinct  form  of  injury  to  the  plant  from 
that  caused  by  an  ordinary  boring  or  leaf-eating  insect,  in  which  there  is 
no  growth  of  tissue  except  in  so  far  as  to  heal  the  wound  caused,  and 
where  the  damage  done  is  limited  to  the  effect  produced  solely  by  the 
destruction  of  so  much  tissue. 

As  a  rule,  the  connected  insect  is  in  the  gall,  not  necessarily  in  the 
fully  developed  gall  but  in  it  at  some  stage  of  its  growth ;  put  very  broad¬ 
ly,  the  parent  or  the  actual  insect  stimulates  the  tissues  to  an  abnormal 
growth  in  which  the  gall  insect  lives  ;  the  precise  nature  of  this  stimulus 
is  not  known  for  any  of  our  galls  but  may  be  either  poison  or  some  agent 
introduced  by  the  parent  when  laying  eggs,  or  it  may  be  a  chemical  or 
mechanical  stimulus  produced  by  the  larval  gall-insect  inside  the  tissues. 
The  growth  of  a  gall  does  not  always  terminate  with  the  emergence  of 
the  inhabiting  insect  and  in  some  instances  very  large  woody  structures 
are  produced  on  trees  after  the  original  gall-insect  has  emerged. 

Elsewhere,  the  Cynipidse  are  the  especial  gall-insects  either  inhabit¬ 
ing  the  gall  by  right  or  as  inquilines  (guests).  The  larvse  of  Nematus  are 
said  to  form  galls  and  insects  of  this  family  ( T enthredinidce ),  will  possibly 
be  found  as  gall  inhabitants  in  India  also.  The  Fig  Insects  of  the  family 
Chalcidce  are  probably  gall  producers,  living  in  special  gall  flowers  in  the 
fig.  An  abnormal  Buprestid  (Ethon)  is  known  to  live  in  a  gall 
and  some  of  the  Curculionidce  also  produce  galls.  Among  Lepidoptera, 
a  few  Tineidce  are  known,  and  the  transition  from  a  boring  larva  to  one 
that  causes  gall-formations  is  not  a  very  wide  one.  Cecidomyiids  are 
well  known  among  the  Diptera  and  are  found  in  India  behaving  in 
this  manner.  Thrips  (Thysanoptera)  causes  galls,  as  also  do  the  three 
groups  of  Homoptera,  the  Psyllidce,  Ap\idce  and  Coccidce ;  Psyllids  are 
known  to  live  in  galls  in  India  but  do  not  appear  to  have  been  studied. 
Several  have  been  reared  from  galls  on  leaves  in  India  and  it  would 
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appear  that  they  are  the  commonest  gall-insects.  In  Australia,  a  special 
division  of  Coccidce  ( Brachyscelids )  are  inhabitants  of  galls.  In  India 
Dactylopius  nipce  Mask,  produces  what  is  practically  a  gall,  a  swelling 
and  distortion  of  the  tissues  of  the  plant,  due  to  the  presence  of  the 
insect ;  these  are  found  on  some  varieties  of  cotton,  on  Hibiscus  and 
on  mulberry.  We  have  indicated  these  families  as  being  those  in  which 
gall-insects  are  known  and  in  which  they  may  be  expected  also  in  this 
country.  Galls  are  not  easy  to  rear  in  “captivity,”  since  the  removal 
of  the  gall  from  the  growing  plant  interferes  with  nutrition,  and  moulds 
are  a  great  trouble ;  gall-insects  are  also  not  quick  in  development  and 
it  is  probable  that  success  will  be  obtained  only  by  breeding  on  the  plant 
or  by  patient  observation.  We  figure  some  galls  as  well  as  the  insects 
causing  them  (see  under  Cecidomyiidce  and  Psyllidce  below).  The 
student  should  see  Kieffer’s  paper  on  Gall-insects  of  Bengal  (Ann.  Soc. 
Bruxelles  XXIX,  p.  133,  1905). 

PROCTOTRYPID.E. 

Small  insects ,  the  prothorax  reaching  hack  to  the  tegulce,  with  few 
nervures  in  the  wings ,  the  antennae  straight. 

The  classification  of  the  parasitic  Hymenoptera  is  as  yet  insufficient¬ 
ly  understood  and  with  such  vast  families  to  deal  with,  it  is,  without 
going  far  more  deeply  into  the  subject  than  we  here  can,  impossible 
to  give  characters  by  which  to  recognise  any  Proctotrypid .  They 
are  essentially  small  parasitic  Hymenoptera,  with  the  above  general 
characters  ;  they  differ  from  the  Chalcidce  in  fairly  characteristic 
details^  but  include  some  insects  very  difficult  to  place  if  one  has  not  a 
very  thorough  grasp  of  these  families.  These  little  insects  exhibit 
great  variety  in  structure.  The  ovipositor  is  a  continuation  of  the 
end  of  the  body.  Many  are  of  beautiful  metallic  colours,  the  body 
hard,  like  that  of  Chrysidce. 

The  life  is  so  far  as  known,  wholly  parasitic,  though  the  habits  of 
not  many  species  are  known.  The  Indian  species  reared  are  from  insect 
eggs,  one  from  a  dipterous  larva  and  one  from  a  beetle  larva.  It  is 
certain  that  a  great  number  will  be  reared  when  more  attention  is 
paid  to  this  group.  The  family  is  a  very  large  one  with  numerous  sub¬ 
divisions.  Judging  from  the  number  of  undescribed  species  found  or 
reared,  the  plains’  species  of  India  are  little  known.  Dalla  Torre’s 
catalogue  gives  some  five  Indian  species,  besides  a  number  more 
from  Ceylon,  but  this  number  is  an  extremely  small  part  of  what 
would  be  known  were  the  group  to  be  collected ;  a  great  number  of 
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these  as  of  other  parasitic  Hymenoptera  are  being  found  or  reared 
and  the  family  is  probably  an  extremely  important  one. 

Scelio  acte,  Wlk.,  and  Epyris  orientalis,  Cam.,  are  recorded  as  well  as 
Platygaster  oryzce,  Cam.,  bred  from  the  maggots  of  Cecidomyia  oryzce, 
W.  M.  A  species  of  Scelio  attacks  the  eggs  of  the  Bombay  Locust, 
Acridium  succinctum ,  Linn.  ;  Hadronotus  sp.  and  Telenomus  sp.,  were 
reared  from  insect  eggs  and  Telenomus  sp.  from  the  eggs  of  Scirpo- 
phaga  auriflua ,  Zell.,  a  Pyralid  moth.  Scelio  (Homalotylus)  terminalis, 
Say.,  is  a  parasite  upon  the  larvae  of  Chilomenes  sexmaculata,  Fabr. 


THE  SIZE  OP  INSECTS. 

We  are  told  that  on  other  planets,  man  might  be  very  much  larger 
than  he  is  on  earth  on  account  of  the  less  force  of  gravity  due  to  the 
smaller  bulk  of  the  planet.  That  is,  the  Mammoth  or  some  prehistoric 
reptile  represents  the  maximum  size  attainable  on  earth  simply  because 
the  bones  requisite  to  support  a  larger  animal  and  to  bear  the  muscular 
strains  set  up  in  moving  it  could  not,  with  the  material  of  which  bones 
are  constructed,  exist.  Gravity  and  the  tensile  strength  of  the  mate¬ 
rial  used  in  making  the  skeletons  of  animals  thus  puts  a  limit  at  one 
extreme.  On  the  other  extreme  is  another  limit  in  the  size  occupied 
by  a  sufficient  aggregation  of  molecules  to  carry  on  the  complex 
reactions  of  physical  life,  a  limit  which  possibly  admits  of  the  existence 
of  forms  of  life  smaller  than  can  be  perceived  by  our  present  methods  ; 
at  any  rate,  there  are  organisms  visible  only  under  a  magnification  of 
thousands  of  diameters. 

Between  these  extremes  lie  our  insects ;  the  smallest  are  less  than 
a  millimetre  in  length  :  the  largest  moth  has  a  wing  span  of  twelve 
inches,  the  biggest  beetle  a  length  of  over  half  this  and  the  bulk  of 
our  insects  are  between  three  and  one-tenth  of  an  inch  long  and 
between  five  and  a  fifth  of  an  inch  across  the  expanded  wings. 

Probably  the  essential  feature  in  insect  anatomy  that  has  limited 
them  in  size  is  the  chitinous  integument ;  an  insect  has  no  bones,  it  has 
no  separate  internal  skeleton  round  which  the  soft  tissues  can  be 
grouped  and  which  can  give  a  central  support  to  muscles  and  connec¬ 
tive  tissue  ;  there  is  only  an  external  integument,  with  processes 
internally,  and  the  tissues  take  their  attachment  from  this  and  are 
packed  away  inside  it.  There  is  further  the  delicate  tracheal  system, 
probably  capable  only  of  a  certain  amount  of  compression  and  thus 
limiting  the  amount  of  stress  that  can  be  set  up  by  muscular  action. 
Another  point  is  that  the  chitinous  integument  is  not,  except  in  the 
adult  stage,  a  permanent  one  ;  it  is  shed  and  this  puts  a  very  definite 
limit  probably  upon  the  size  to  which  it  can  be  produced. 
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Other  factors  probably  are  the  very  great  specialization  insects 
display ;  we  may  imagine  a  caterpillar,  if  omnivorous  and  without 
enemies,  growing  to  the  limit  of  the  size  that  its  chitinous  legs,  and 
prolegs  could  bear  ;  it  might  perhaps  be  six  feet  long  and  a  foot  high, 
walking  along  like  a  vast  worm  and  browsing  happily  in  the  pasture. 
But  there  are  no  omnivorous  caterpillars  (plants  protect  themselves 
too  well  with  poisons  and  other  devices),  the  vast  number  and  variety 
of  species  are  correlated  with  great  specialisation  and  whether  from 
the  limitations  of  chitin,  or  from  the  difficulties  of  metamorphosis, 
such  vast  creatures  do  not  exist. 

Possibly  insects  are  dominant  because  they  are  small,  reproduction 
can  be  quick  and  vast,  an  egg  can  contain  enough  food  to  produce  an 
active  self-supporting  larva  ;  the  difficulties  of  viviparism  are  avoided 
and  the  mother  need  not  live  over  to  care  for  her  young.  When  the 
seasons  are  unfavourable,  the  female  waits  with  her  store  of  undeve¬ 
loped  eggs  till  the  season  is  favourable.  Above  all,  where  there  is  one 
vast  animal  like  a  cow,  conspicuous  and  slow  breeding,  you  may  have, 
in  equal  bulk,  a  horde  of  scattered  insects,  ready  to  concentrate 
themselves  on  one  point  but  capable,  in  times  of  stress,  of  diffusion 
over  wide  areas  and  in  inappreciable  amount.  It  is  the  case  of  the 
fly  which  eats  the  carcase  quicker  than  the  lion,  because  the  concen¬ 
trated  effort  and  increase  of  a  thousand  small  creatures  outweighs  the 
efforts  of  the  one  large  creature  a  thousand  times  their  size. 

The  insect,  with  the  lion,  endures  times  of  starvation  but  of  a 
thousand,  perhaps,  ten  insects  survive,  whereas  the  one  lion  dying  leaves 
none.  So  that  taking  lives  as  units,  the  small  insect  is  better  off  and 
it  may  be  that  in  the  very  limitations  of  chitin  and  metamorphosis  has 
lain  its  success,  since  strivings  after  mere  bulk  have  been  vain  where 
natural  effort  at  increase,  with  multiplication  of  species  and  function, 
has  enabled  the  insect  to  overrun  and  dominate  the  earth. 

Dryinim. 

Female  with  the  foreleg  modified  to  form  a  pineer. 

A  family  of  nearly  200  species  of  small  insects,  usually  included  in 
Proctotrypidce ,  and  distinguished  by  the  fact  that  the  fore  tarsus  is 
modified  in  the  female  to  form  a  pineer. 

This  modification  of  the  foreleg  is  connected  with  the  habits  of  the 
insect ;  according  to  Ivieffer,  the  female  seizes  the  nymph  of  the  Homop „ 
terous  insect  she  attacks  by  means  of  the  pincers,  and  lays  one  or  two 
eggs  in  its  abdomen  ;  the  resulting  larva  develops,  emerges  and 
pupates  outside,  the  Homopterous  nymph  dying.  Three  species  only 
are  known  from  India  :  Dryinus  trifasciatus,  Kieff.,  Prodryinus 
bifasciatus,  Soy.,  and  Gonatopus  maurus,  Kieff er. 
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One  lias  been  reared  from  the  Fulgorid  Pyrilla  aherrans ,  Wlk.,  the 
larva  living  in  the  nymph  and  emerging  to  produce  a  small  white  cocoon 
on  the  leaf  of  the  cane  plant.  (Fig.  86.) 


Fig.  85— Anterior  tarsal  joints  of 

GONATOPOS  GRACILIS. 

( From  Kiefer.) 


Fig.  87— Dryinus  formicarius. 
{From  Kiefer.) 


Fig.  86— Dryinid  parasite  of  pyrilla  aberrans  x  9  and  its 

COCOON  ON  A  LEAF.  X  2. 
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Chalcim. 

Small  insects ,  the  antennce  elbowed ,  the  wings  with  one  vein,  the 
protonum  not  reaching  the  tegulce. 

This  very  large  family  is  most  readily  distinguished  by  the  elbowed 
antennae  and  single-veined  wings.  Many  are  of  characteristic  form  and 
are  readily  recognisable  as  Chalcids  in  the  field.  The  colours  are  sombre, 
though  black  and  yellow  is  a  frequent  combination.  They  are  nearly 
all  small ;  though  Leucospis  measures  nearly  half  an  inch  in  length,  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  is  a  more  usual  size  and  some  are  so  small  as 
to  be  microscopic  and  not  really  visible  to  the  unaided  eye.  The  head  is 
well  developed,  with  elbowed  antennae,  large  eyes  and  the  usual  mouth- 
parts.  The  thorax  is  compact  giving  great  powers  of  flight  to  the  tiny 
insect.  The  wings  are  hyaline  with  a  single  vein  in  the  forewing.  The 
abdomen  is  hard  and  in  the  female  bears  an  ovipositor.  Legs  are  well 
developed  and  the  little  insect  walks  and  flies  actively.  The  hind 
femur  is  frequently  very  much  swollen,  the  narrow  tibia  fitting 
closely  to  it. 


Fig.  88--CHALC1S  ClilCUL/E,  much  magnified. 
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The  details  of  the  life  history  of  the  group  as  a  whole  are  very  varied 
but  most  are  parasites  in  eggs,  larvae  or  pupae  of  almost  all  groups  of  in¬ 
sects  including  the  Hymenoptera ;  some  are  hyperparasites,  i.e.,  lay  their 
eggs  in  the  bodies  of  parasitic  larvae  which  are  already  in  the  bodies  of 
other  insects ;  others  are  found  in  galls,  as  parasites  ;  a  few  are  fig  insects 
living  in  peculiar  gall-like  structures  in  the  fruit  of  wild  figs ;  the  greater 
number  are  parasites  purely,  and  though  the  details  of  their  life  history 
would  probably  be  of  great  interest  if  we  knew  them,  practically  nothing 
is  known  and  we  are  probably  sufficiently  accurate  in  estimating  the 
family  as  an  important  one  owing  to  its  role  of  general  insect  parasite. 

The  life  history  of  no  Indian  species  has  really  been  studied  and  the 
utmost  we  know  in  most  cases  is  that  the  imagines  have  been  reared  from 
particular  insects.  There  are  abundant  points  of  great  interest  in  the 
lives  of  these  tiny  insects  ;  how  do  the  imagines  live  when  their  host  is 
not  available;  how  do  they  hibernate,  on  what  do  they  feed,  when  do 
they  fly  ?  How  does  the  larva  manage  inside  the  body  of  a  caterpillar 
and  how  does  it  get  its  air  or  dispose  of  its  excreta,  or  moult  ?  What  is 
going  on  inside  a  caterpillar  when  there  are  perhaps  twenty  larvae  in  it 
or  as  in  some  cases  there  are  over  600  ?  What  are  the  details  of  the 
moults  of  the  hyperparasites  ?  One  could  continue  enumerating  points 
on  which  practically  nothing  is  known  at  all,  and  absolutely  nothing  in 
India.  Dalla  Torre’s  catalogue  enumerates  about  thirty  species  from 
our  region  ;  Cameron  has  added  others  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XVII, 
578,  etc.),  a  very  large  number  have  been  and  will  be  added  to  this,  and 
it  would  be  in  no  way  surprising  if  Chalcidce  were  found  to  be  the 
family  of  which  the  greatest  number  of  species  occur  in  India. 

The  identification  of  these  numerous  forms,  principally  unclassified 
and  undetermined,  is  possible  only  when  one  studies  this  family  alone. 
It  is  then  useless  to  do  more  than  mention  a  few  common  species  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  Chalcidce .  The  following  species  and  their  hosts  are  known 
in  India  : — 

Pentarthrum  (Trichogramma)  sp.  is  a  tiny  species  reared  from  the 
eggs  of  Chilo  simplex ,  Butl.,  the  moth-borer  of  cane.  A  very  high  per¬ 
centage  of  the  eggs  of  this  moth  are  infested,  and  the  parasite  is  a 
very  valuable  check.  Tetrastichus  sp.  is  reared  from  Chilo  auricilia, 
Ddgn.,  and  is  probably  in  itself  a  hyperparasite  upon  the  Braconid, 
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Apanteles  chilonis.  The  imagines  of  the  former  emerge  directly  from 
the  pupa  of  the  caterpillar,  not  making  an  external  cocoon,  whilst 
the  Apanteles  larvae,  if  not  parasitised,  emerge  as  full-grown  larvae  and 
make  white  cocoons  outside  their  host. 

Syntomosphyrum  (Cirrospilus)  sp.  is  reared  from  pupae  of  Chilo- 
menes  sexmaculata,  F.,  a  Ladybird  beetle,  where  it  is  possibly  a  hyper¬ 
parasite  of  Scelio  (Homalotylus)  terminalis ,  Say.,  which  parasitises 
this  beetle  grub.  S .  esurus ,  Ry.,  has  been  reared  from  the  cotton 
aphis  (Aphis  gossypii ,  Glov.)  in  which  it  is  possibly  a  hyperparasite 
of  Trioxys  sp .,  a  Braconid  parasite.  Omphale  sp.  is  a  small  insect 
of  which  77  were  reared  from  the  grub  of  a  Cotton  Stem  Borer, 
Sphenoptera  gossypii ,  Kerr.  It  is  probably  a  hyperparasite  on  the 
true  parasite  of  this  beetle  grub.  Pteromalus  oryzce ,  Cam.,  is  a 
parasite  of  the  grub  of  the  rice  weevil  Calandra  oryzae,  L.,  and  keeps 
this  voracious  pest  in  check.  (I.  M.  N.)  Aphelinus  thece ,  Cam.,  is 
recorded  as  a  parasite  of  the  scale  insect,  Aspidiotus  thece ,  Mask.,  on 
tea  in  the  Kangra  Valley.  (I.  M.  N.)  A  species  near  to  Sycoryctes 
philippinensis ,  Ashm.,  has  been 
reared  from  the  fruits  of  the  pipal 
(Ficus  religiosa)  in  India,  and 
with  it  Goniogaster ,  (Idarnes) 

stabilis,  Wlk.,  and  Sycophila 
decatonioides,  Wlk.,  which  are 
parasitic  upon  it. 

The  following  species  are  also 
recorded  as  having  been  reared 
from  the  figs  of  Ficus  indica  (? 
meant  for  Ficus  bengalensis ,  the 
banyan  tree)  : — Eupristina  maso- 
ni ,  Saund. ;  Sycobia  bethyloides , 

Westd.  ;  Walker ella  temeraria, 

Westd.  ;  Sycobiella  Saundersi, 

Westd.  ;  Sycoscapta  insignis, 

Saund.  ;  Sycoscaptellg  affinis, 

Westd.  ;  Micranisa  (Idarnes)  89— Eupristina  masoni,  male  above, 

FEMALE  BELOW. 

pteromalmdes,  Wlk,  {t,rom  Weslwoolt) 
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Walker  also  described  Sycophila  megastigmo  ides  and  Mayr  described 
Sycophaga  breviventris  from  figs  in  India.  The  student  should  consult 

the  original  papers: — Westwood,  T.  E.  S., 
London,  1840,  Vol.  II,  p.  214;  Westwood  and 
Saunders,  loc.  cit.,  London,  1883,  pp.  1, 
29,  375,  383;  Westwood,  loc.  cit.,  1882,  47  ; 
Mayr,  Mittheilungen  Zool.  Stat.  Neap  el, 
III,  1882. 

These  fig  insects  have  been  the  subject 
of  prolonged  investigation  in  Europe  and 
South  America,  and  an  unknown  species 
which  attacks  Ficus  roxburghii  in  Calcutta 
is  discussed  by  Cunningham  in  an  appendix 
to  Volume  I,  of  the  Annals  of  the  Botanic 
Garden,  Calcutta.  Cunningham  finds  that 
there  are  two  crops  of  fruits  yearly,  some 
trees  having  receptacles  containing  gall 
flowers  and  males,  others  containing  female 
flowers ;  in  the  gall  flowers,  which  are 
peculiar  structures,  the  fig  insect  lays  its 
eggs,  the  larvse  living  in  the  gall  and  even¬ 
tually  emerging  in  the  winged  condition. 
Fig.  90— Sycobiella  saunder.si  On  emergence  they  fly,  couple,  and  the 

females  endeavour  to  lay  eggs.  In  search¬ 
ing  for  the  gall  flowers,  the  females  enter 
the  receptacles,  including  those  containing  female  flowers,  and 
endeavour  to  deposit  eggs  in  the  female  flowers.  As  a  result  the 
enormous  numbers  of  embryos  in  each  receptacle  develop,  as  if 
they  were  fertilised.  The  inference,  naturally,  is  that  the  female 
insects  carry  pollen  from  the  male  flowers,  but  Cunningham  concludes 
that  this  is  not  the  case  and  that  the  female  embryos  develop 
parth enogenetically  but  only  after  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
attempts  of  the  female  fig  insects  to  lay  eggs  in  these  flowers.  The 
fig  insect  then  plays  the  part  of  an  irritant  agent,  producing  effects 
equivalent  to  fertilisation  and  the  fig  plant  produces,  on  behalf  of 
the  insect,  special  ‘  ‘flowers’  5  in  which  the  insect  lays  its  eggs.  The 
Chalcid  then  in  this  case  is  simply  a  gall  insect,  as  the  Cynipidce  are, 


SYCOSCAPTA  INSIGNIS  MALE. 
{From  Westwood.) 
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Connected  with  these  fig  insects  are  parasites,  insects  very  closely 
allied  and  which  lay  their  eggs  in  the  larvae  of  the  fig  insects  in  the 
fig  gall  flowers  ;  Cunningham  does  not  appear  to  have  been  aware  of 
this  fact  or  to  have  known  what  fig  insects  he  was  dealing  with  and 
this  is  to  be  regretted  as  his  conclusions  may  require  to  be  vitally 
modified.  (This  applies  equally  to  the  same  author’s  chapter  in  that 
popular  but  inaccurate  work  ‘  Pains  and  Pleasures  of  Life  in  Bengal.’) 
Fig  insects  seem  to  be  very  abundant  in  India,  and  a  great  number 
of  the  wild  figs  produce  large  crops  of  them.  The  question  has  a  special 
interest  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  true  fig  is  stated  to  produce  the 
best  figs  only  when  its  fig  insect  Blastophaga  p  senes,  Low.,  is  present ; 
for  this  purpose  a  wild  fig  has  to  be  cultivated  with  the  cultivated  fig  to 
yield  Blastophaga  ;  so  necessary  is  this  considered  that  the  wild  fig 
(Capri  fig)  has  been  introduced  to  California  and  South  Africa  with  the 
Blastophaga,  in  order  to  give  the  figs  there  grown  the  proper  conditions 
for  full  development,  though  entomologists 
are  not  yet  agreed  as  to  the  part  played 
by  the  insect. 

That  the  fruits  of  our  common  fig  trees 
(the  pipal,  banyan,  pakur,  gular,  &c.)  are 
constantly  infested  with  fig  insects  can  be 
readily  ascertained  by  examination,  various 
caterpillars,  weevils,  flies,  &c.,  also  occurring 
in  them,  but  the  respective  parts  played 
by  these  insects,  their  mode  of  life  and 
their  relations  to  the  tree  are  practically 
unknown  and  offer  a  very  fertile  field  for 
inquiry.  We  figure  from  Westwood  some 
of  the  insects  obtained  from  figs  in  India  ; 
the  problem  is  one  of  great  complexity  and 
interest,  attention  has  been  drawn  to  it  more  than  once  in  the 
Indian  press  from  the  economic  aspect  since  large  quantities  of 
fruit  are  constantly  “  destroyed  ”  by  these  insects,  but  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  any  means  can  be  devised  of  checking  them  and  were  it  done, 
it  is  uncertain  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  production  of  fruit. 

Podagnon  minutum,  Ashm.,  was  reared  from  the  egg  mass  of  a  man¬ 
tis,  the  female  with  a  long  ovipositor  many  times  her  own  length  for  lay- 
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laying  her  eggs.  Chalcis  criculce,  Kohl.  (fig.  88)  is  recorded  as  a  parasite  of 
Cricula  trifenestrata,  Mo.  a  Saturniid  Moth.  (I.  M.  N.  I.,  pi.  V).  C.  euplcece, 
Ho.,  is  also  recorded  as  a  caterpillar  parasite.  The  number  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  Chalcidce ,  like  the  other  Hymenoptera  Parasitica,  cannot  easily 
be  estimated.  There  are  probably  an  enormous  number  of  species  in 
India,  some  widespread,  many  probably  confined  to  this  area.  To  the 
systematist  as  to  the  biologist  they  offer  a  wide  field  of  research,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  really  thorough  investigation  into  the  economy 
of  at  least  one  species  may  be  made,  as  well  as  an  investigation  into  the 
identity  and  hosts  of  our  common  crop  pest-destroying  species. 


IcHNEUMONID^E. 


Wings  with  two  recurrent  nervures  and  two  or  three  cubital 
cells.  Antennae  not  elbowed. 

This  is  a  very  large  group  of  insects,  clearly  separate  from  Chalcidce  by 
the  greater  number  of  veins  and  cells,  from  Braconidce  by  the  venation. 
They  are,  as  a  rule,  larger  insects,  the  antennse  not  elbowed,  the  legs 
moderately  long,  the  body  slender.  The  female  has  an  ovipositor 
which  is  often  long  and  conspicuous ;  males  are  destitute  of  any 
ovipositor  or  similar  organ  and  are  generally  similar  to  the  females. 
The  colours  are  mainly  warning,  black  and  yellow,  reddish  yellow  and 
similar  bright  colours  predominating. 


The  I chneumonidce  are  a  very  large  family,  with  a  great  number  of 
species.  These  species  are  of  limited  distribution,  confined  to  distinct 


Fir.  92—  PlMPLA  PREDATOR,  FABR.  X  2 


areas  and  the  Indian  forms  are,  so 
far  as  known,  confined  to  this  geo¬ 
graphical  region.  The  number  of 
described  Indian  species  is  over  200 
but  most  are  from  the  hills  and  but 
few  have  been  reared. 

Limnerium  sp.  has  been  reared 
from  the  larva  of  a  Plusia.  Pimpla 
punctator,  L.,  is  a  common  insect, 
yellow  with  black  markings,  bred 
from  several  of  the  wild  silk  produ¬ 
cing  insects  ( Saturniidce ).  P.  pre¬ 


dator ,  F.,  was  reared  from  Scirpophaga  auriflua,  Zell.  (I.  M.  N.  V.,  p.  178- ) 
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The  family  is  divided  into  five  sub -families  ;  of  the  Ichneumonince , 
up  to  1904,  119  species  had  been  described  from  India,  largely  from  the 
Khasia  hills  by  Cameron  and  others  have  been  added  since.  In  the 
Cryptince ,  84  species  are  listed  up  to  1908  ( Schmiedeknecht ,  Genera  In- 
sectorum),  mainly  Cameron’ s  Khasia  hill  species.  The  same  author 
lists  59  species  of  Pimplince  (1907),  including  the  remarkable  forest  spe¬ 
cies  Rhyssa  and  Ephialtes,  allied  to  Thalessa.  In  the  Tryphonince ,  Dalla 
Torre  (1900)  lists  five  Indian  species,  and  in  the  Ophionince  Szepligetti 
(1905)  lists  twenty-one. 

Nothing  is  on  record  as  to  the  hosts  of  these  species  and  the  forms 
occurring  in  India  generally  are  practically  unknown. 


Braconid^;. 

The  forewings  with  one  recurrent  nervure  and  three  or  four  cubital 
cells  as  a  rule.  Antennae  not  elbowed ,  abdomen  not 
inserted  on  apex  of  median  segment. 

These  are  closely  allied  to  the  Ichneumonidce  but  in  general  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  venation  of  the  forewing.  There  is  an  extra  cubital  cell 
and  but  one  recurrent  nervure.  The 
colours  are  bright,  probably  generally 
warning,  and  aided  by  the  bright 
colour  of  the  fore  wings  in  some  cases. 

In  size  they  vary  from  small  to 
moderate- sized  insects  with  a  wing 
span  of  over  one  inch.  The  head  is 
large,  distinct,  with  moderately  long 
antennae,  which  are  probably  very 
delicate  sense  organs.  The  thorax  is 
compact,  bearing  the  moderately 
large  wings  ;  the  abdomen  is  long 
and  slender.  The  general  form  varies 
very  greatly,  probably  in  relation  to 
the  stinging  habits  of  the  female,  and 
some  are  greatly  elongate  or  otherwise 
bizarre  in  appearance.  The  female 
has  an  ovipositor  which  may  extend 

,  •  j  11  i  .  i  *-«  ,  Fiy.  93— Bracon  nicevillei, 

to  a  considerable  length;  the  males  female,  x  2. 
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are  closely  similar  to  the  females  in  general  appearance,  but  without 
ovipositor. 


The  life  history  is,  so  far  as  known,  parasitic,  the  larvae  living  at  the 
expense  of  other  insects,  usually  Lepidoptera.  In  spite  of  the  multipli¬ 
city  of  species  and  their  great  im¬ 
portance,  little  is  known  of  the  life 
history  of  these  insects  beyond  the 
fact  of  their  parasitism.  As  in  other 
parasitic  insects,  there  are  points 
about  the  details  of  the  larval  life 
which  are  shrouded  in  darkness  and 
deserve  further  study.  The  re¬ 
marks  made  above  as  to  the  general 
life  of  these  parasitic  hymenoptera 
apply  to  this  family. 

This  large  family  has  representatives  in  every  part  of  the  globe, 
and  though  the  Indian  species  are  probably  little  known,  57  species  are 
listed  as  Indian  by  Szepligetti. 


Fig'.  94— Pupa  casus  of  a  bbaconid 

SUSPENDED  FROM  A  LEAF. 


Bracon  is  a  large  genus  with  nearly  thirty  Indian  species  largely 
Himalayan.  Of  these,  B.  nicevillei ,  Bingh. ,  is  parasitic  on  the  larva 
of  Scirpophaga  auriflua ,  Zell,  and  other  insects.  This  species  is  so  named 
in  honour  of  Mr.  L.  de  Niceville  who  first  reared  it  in  Behar.  (Indian  Mu¬ 


seum  Notes,  Vol.  V,  No.  3,  p.  177.) 
It  is  a  large  insect,  the  wings  orange 
and  black  (fig.  93),  very  conspicu¬ 
ous,  and  a  valuable  check  upon 
this  pest.  The  female  has  a  long 
ovipositor  with  which  to  penetrate 
the  cane  and  reach  the  larva.  Little 
is  known  of  other  species,  which 
have  been  principally  collected  in 
the  hills.  A  number  of  plains 
species  have  been  reared  and  the 
more  important  of  these  are  the 
following  : — Aphidius  avence,  Hal., 
is  parasitic  upon  the  wheat  aphis 


Fig.  95— Microdus  fumifexnis. 

[i.  i\r.  n.j 
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(M aero  si p  hum  granarium,  Kby),  Trioxys  sp.  has  been  reared  from  the 
cotton  aphis  ( Aphis  gossypii ,  Gllov.).  Microdus  fumipennis,  Cam. 
fig.  95)  and  M.  tuberculatus,  Cam. ,  are  recorded  as  parasites  of  the 
castor  caterpillar  (Trabala  vishnu).  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  V,  p.  107.) 

Apanteles  glomeratus ,  L.,  is  from  a  caterpillar  attacking  white  gourd. 
(?  Sphenarches  caffer,  Zell.)  A.  chilonis  is  parasitic  upon  the  larva  of 
Chilo  auricilia ,  Ddgn.,  which  attacks  cane.  A.  (Urogaster)  indicus  is 
parasitic  upon  the  cotton  bud  caterpillar  ( Phycita  infusella,  Meyr.)  and 
A.  depressarice,  on  Gelechia  gossypiella ,  the  pink  bollworm.  Apanteles 
commonly  pupate  in  very  noticeable  white  cocoons,  openly  on  the  plant- 
near  their  victim  or  on  it.  (Plate  XXXVI.)  Rhogas  Lefroyi  is  a 
parasite  of  the  spotted  bollworms,  Earias  insulana,  Boisd.,  and  Earias 
fabia ,  Stoll,  a  very  important  check  upon  this  common  pest.  Micro- 
braeon  leucanice  is  parasitic  upon  Nonagria  uniformis ,  Ddgn.,  the 
Wheat  Stem  Borer. 

Stephaniim:. 

Antennce  many -jointed. 

A  small  family  of  less  than  one  hundred  species,  of  which  one  is 
known  from  India.  Wroughtonia  eornuta,  Cam.,  was  found  in  Bombay 
by  B.  C.  Wroughton. 

Evaniid^e. 

The  abdomen  is  petiolate ,  the  petiole  inserted  on  the  dorsal  portion 
of  the  median  segment.  Antennce  filiform,  of 
thirteen  joints,  straight. 

A  small  family  of  almost  certain  distinction  from  the  position  of  the 
abdomen,  only  a  very  few  insects  outside  the  family  sharing  this  charac¬ 
ter.  Less  than  three  hundred 
species  are  known  in  all,  of 
which  six  occur  in  India. 

Evania  is  a  genus  of  me¬ 
dium-sized  insects,  sombre  in 
colour,  with  a  very  short  ab¬ 
domen,  which  is  very  slender 
at  the  base  (peduncle)  and 
broadly  truncated  at  the  apex. 

The  sting  is  short,  the  wing  comparatively  small,  the  thorax  robust. 
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To  any  one  who  has  seen  these  active  insects  flying  about,  the  genus 
will  for  ever  be  at  once  distinct.  The  imago  enters  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  search  of  cockroaches  ( Blattidce )  in  whose  egg  capsules 
the  female  deposits  her  eggs  and  is  one  of  the  few  flying  insects  one 
perceives  on  board  ship.  The  larvae  destroy  the  eggs  and  one  species 
has  been  very  widely  distributed  over  the  globe  where  the  household 
cockroaches  are  to  be  found.  Evania  appendigaster,  L.,  is  the  Europ¬ 
ean  species  found  now  in  all  but  the  coldest  parts  of  all  continents. 
E.  antennalis,  Westw.,  is  described  from  Bombay  and  E.  alhitarsis, 
Cam.,  as  well  as  E .  curvicarinata,  Cam.,  are  Indian. 

Gasteruption  is  a  genus  containing  a  large  part  of  the  species' of  the 

family  and  includes  G.  orientate ,  Cam.,  described  from  Bengal,  and  G. 
mandibulare,  Cam.,  of  whose  habits  apparently  nothing  is  on  record.  It 
is  likely  to  share  the  habits  of  the  known  species,  and  prove  to  be  a 
parasite  on  Aculeate  Hymenoptera. 

Aulacus  bituberculatus  appears  to  be  the  sole  other  recorded  species. 
Other  species  are  known  in  Ceylon  and  it  is  probable  that  these  with 
others  will  be  found  also  in  India. 

Trigonalid^j. 

Abdomen  ovate ,  five-jointed ,  not  petiolate.  Trochanters  not  fully 
divided .  Both  wings  with  a  complex  venation. 


A  small  family  of  insects 
of  which  little  is  known. 
Schulz  has  recently  listed 
the  species  (Genera  Insec - 
to  rum,  1907),  one  out  of 
forty-two  being  doubtfully 
Indian.  The  known  spe¬ 
cies  are  parasites  on  Ves- 
pidge  and  hyper  parasites 
on  Diptera  ;  no  pupal 
cocoon  is  made.  Pseu- 
dogonalos  Harmandi ,  Sell, 
(fig.  97)  occurs  in  Dar¬ 
jeeling,  Poecilogonalos 
pulchella,  Westd.,  in 


Fig.  97— PSEUDOGONALOS  HARMANDI. 
( From  Schulz.) 
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Ceylon  and  Burma,  Ischnogonalos  dubia,  Magr.,  in  Burma  and  Lyco- 
gaster  rufiventris ,  Magr.,  in  Burma. 

TUBULIFER  A , 

Chrysim:. — Cuckoo  Wasps . 

Trochanters  one-jointed.  Visible  abdominal  segments  usually  three. 

This  family  is  most  easily  recognised  by  the  extremely  hard,  densely 
punctured  integument  and  the  bright  metallic  green  or  blue-green 


Fie;.  98— Stilbum  cyanuku.m. 

[F.  M.  H.l 


colouring.  They  are  small  insects,  with  rather  small  dusky  wings. 
The  head  is  of  moderate  size  with  large  eyes  and  ocelli;  the  antennae 
are  short,  consisting  of  a  longer  basal  segment  (Scape)  and  a  number 
of  short  joints  (flagellum).  The 
thorax  is  large  and  well  developed, 
the  abdomen  distinct,  with  usually 
three  visible  segments,  the  re¬ 
mainder  concealed.  The  female 
has  a  long  retractile  ovipositor. 

The  bodily  structure  is  hard, 
designed  to  enable  the  insect  to 
curl  into  a  ball  (fig.  99).  So  far  as 
is  known,  all  are  parasitic  upon 
Aculeate  Hymenoptera  and  a 
number  have  been  reared  from  different  species. 


99 — Stilbum  cyan  drum  ;  curled 
INTO  A  BALL.  [F.  M.  H.] 


In  the  greater  number 
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the  host  is  not  known  and  we  are  not  aware  that  any  Indian  species 
has  been  carefully  studied.  The  known  hosts  are  tabulated  here 


Bernbex  sp. 

Odynerus  bipustulatus 

Megachile  fraterna. 

,,  monticola 

E umenes  petiolata 
,,  conica 

E umenes  conica 
,,  petiolata 

, ,  flavopicta 

Odynerus  multipictus 

Sceliphron  intrudens 

E umenes  dimidiatipennis 


Pelopceus,  sp. 

Eumenes  conica 

Sceliphron  coromandelicum 
„  madraspatanum,  F. 


Stilbum  cyanurum,  Foist. 


Chrysis  fuscipennis,  Br.  (see 
Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XII, 
p.  585). 

Chrysis  angustata,  Mocs. 

Chrysis  durga,  Bingh. 

Stilbum  cyanurum ,  Forst. 

(vide  S.  splendidum,  Cretin,  in 
Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XIV, 
p.  823). 

Stilbum  cyanurum ,  Forst. 
Chrysis  orientalis,  Guer  (Pusa). 

5  5  ”  1  5  5  5 

Chrysis  fuscipennis ,  Br.  (Pusa). 
Hedychridium  rugosum,  Sm. 
(Smith). 

Chrysis  (?)  pubescens ,  Sm. 
(Smith  A.  M.  N.  H.  (2)  IX, 
p.  45). 


bilineatum ,  Sm. 


parasitised  by  Hedychrum  timidum,  Dohl. 

Hedychrum  flammulatum,  Sm. 


55  >> 


Bingham  describes  four  sub-families  : 

Cleptince.  Not  known  to  be  Indian. 

Ellampince  includes  Ellampus ,  Holopyga,  Hedychridium, 
Hedychrum. 

Chrysidince  includes  Chrysogona,  Stilbum,  Chrysis,  Euchroeus. 
Parnopince  includes  Parnopes. 


The  identification  of  these  genera  and  species  can  be  found  in  the 
Fauna  volume.  Hedychrum  flammulatum,  Sm.,  is  the  only  widespread 
species  of  its  genus.  Stilbum  cyanurum,  Forst.,  is  said  to  be  practically 
worldwide  and  is,  in  the  plains,  universal.  The  species  of  Chrysis  are 
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so  far  as  known,  mainly  local  but  their  superficial  resemblance  pro¬ 
bably  has  led  to  the  belief  that  they  are  all  common  and  not  worth 
observing  or  collecting.  C.  fMcipennis,  Br.,  C.  lusca ,  Fabr.,  C.  orien¬ 
tals ,  Guer.,  and  C.  oculata,  Fabr.,  are  widespread  and  common,  likely 
to  be  found  anywhere. 

Collecting.  Cuckoo-wasps  are  common  in  houses  and  in  the  open  ; 
they  require  to  be  caught  with  a  net  and  may  be  killed  with  Cyanide 
or  a  B.  C.  bottle.  Far  more  wanted  than  collecting  is  observation 
of  their  hosts  and  habits  and  rearing  from  nests  of  Aculeates.  The 
part  they  play  in  the  complicated  relations  of  our  insect  fauna  is 
not  at  present  measurable  and  a  far  closer  knowledge  of  them  is 
required.  They  are  common  at  nearly  all  times  and  as  many  infest 
the  Aculeates  that  build  in  and  around  houses,  are  easy  of  observation. 
A  really  close  study  of  one  species  would  well  repay  the  labour  and 
time. 


ACULEATA. 

Our  knowledge  of  this  group  is  due  largely  to  Wroughton,  who 
worked  in  the  Konkan,  Bothney  who  worked  for  14  years  in  Barrack- 
pore  and  Bingham  who  worked  for  many  years  in  Burma.  The  last 
has  listed  the  species  known  up  to  1896  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  and  there 
have  been  abundant  papers  since  then  adding  new  species.  With  the 
latter  we  are  not  concerned  ;  Cameron  has  described  hundreds  of  new 
species  in  a  variety  of  publications.  G.  C.  Nurse  has  added  others  and 
it  will  be  long  before  all  are  described.  Bothney’ s  paper  (Trans.  Ent. 
Soc.,  London,  1903,  p.  93)  adds  to  our  information  and  Horne’s  paper 
in  Trans.  Zool.  Soc.  VII,  p.  168  (1870),  must  be  consulted. 

The  most  striking  point  about  the  Aculeates  is  the  fact  that  the 
whole  business  of  life  is  conducted  by  the  imago ;  the  larva  is  practically 
helpless  and  if  not  actually  fed  by  the  imago  is  at  least  provided  with 
an  ample  supply  of  carefully  gathered  food  which  simply  has  to  be 
devoured.  Without  careful  search  we  never  see  the  larva  of  an  Aculeate 
and  the  imago  alone  is  active.  This  specialisation  in  life  history  is 
associated  with  extraordinary  specialisation  in  habits  and  consequently 
in  structure;  the  activities  of  these  insects  excite  the  admiration  of  all 
who  observe  them  and  their  extremely  varied  ingenuity  is  unparalleled 
in  any  other  insect  group  ;  for  this  reason,  they  are  placed  at  the  head 
of  insects  in  mental  activity  and  intelligence  and  they  are  unquestion¬ 
ably  very  far  removed  from  any  of  the  primitive  types  of  insect  life. 
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At  the  same  time  it  must  not  be  thought  that  their  activities  show 
any  mentality  comparable  to  that  of  man  ;  even  ants  are  unreasoning 
and  these  insects  are  endowed  with  extremely  complex  and  beautiful 
instincts,  of  so  remarkable  a  kind  that  many  naturalists  see  in  these 
insects  a  powerful  argument  against  the  doctrine  that  such  instincts, 
as  all  insect  activities,  are  the  result  simply  of  natural  selection  and 
adaptation. 

From  man’s  point  of  view  these  instincts  are  in  a  sense  admirable 
and  are  yet  inferior  since  they  are  mere  blind  instincts  which  cannot 
vary  and  which  involve  no  reasoning  faculty.  A  dog  has  more  reason¬ 
ing  power  and  a  higher  order  of  mentality  than  the  highest  insect ;  the 
absolute  stupidity  of  the  ant  but  the  wonderful  nature  of  its  ins¬ 
tincts  is  a  curious  contrast. 

Mutillid^. — Velvet  Ants. 

Male.  Pronotum  reaching  the  teg  nice.  A  constriction  hetiveen  the  first  and 
second  abdominal  segments.  Middle  coxae  contiguous. 

Female .  Wingless,  ant-like  without  abdominal  nodes. 

The  wingless  females  are  very  readily  recognised  by  their  ant¬ 
like  appearance  and  bright  colours,  there  being  no  nodes  on  the 


Fig.  100.— Mutilla  sexmaoulata,  male. 


abdomen  as  in  Formicidae.  The  males  are  usually  recognisable  as 
they  have  a  characteristic  appearance  and  colouring,  but  the  above 
characters  must  be  verified  in  case  of  doubt.  The  wingless  females  are 
small  insects  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  ;  the 
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colours  are  always  warning,  striking  and  vivid,  red  and  black  predo¬ 
minating  with  white  and  golden  spots  or  bands  on  the  abdomen.  The 
males  are  larger,  up  to  half  an  inch  in  length,  coloured  in  black  and 
red,  the  wings  usually  smoky,  the  abdomen  commonly  red.  The 
colouring  is  less  conspicuous  than  that  of  the  females  and  is  perhaps  a 
milder  form  of  warning  colouration. 

The  family  practically  consists  of  one  genus,  Mutilla.  There  is, 
however,  the  peculiar  insect  Apterogyna  mutilloides,  Sm.,  a  species  likely 
to  puzzle  any  but  a  close  student  of  this 
group.  This  insect  has,  in  both  sexes,  a 
constriction  between  both  the  first  and 
second,  and  the  second  and  third  seg¬ 
ments  ;  the  winged  male  has  a  peculiar 
upturned  spine  at  the  apex  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  and  the  venation  of  the  wings  is 
much  reduced  not  extending  to  the 
outer  margin.  The  insect  is  not  com¬ 
mon  but  is  striking  and  deserves  men¬ 
tion.  It  is  one  of  the  few  insects  found 
in  the  sandy  wastes  of  some  parts  of 
North  India  and  is  also  known  from 
Barrackpore.  Of  Mutilla,  some  120  species  are  described  in  the  Fauna 
of  India ;  as,  however,  the  males  of  some  species  only  are  known,  and 
the  females  of'  some,  and  as  these  could  probably  be  paired  off  if  we 
knew  more,  the  number  of  species  may  be  exaggerated.  The  discri¬ 
mination  of  these  species  is  by  the  colour  markings,  which  are 
extremely  constant,  and  the  student  should  consult  the  key  in  the 
Fauna  of  India  volume. 

Mutilla. — Is  one  of  the  insects  far  more  common  and  well  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  hot  plains  than  in  the  hills.  The  active  females  are  to  be 
found  everywhere  in  moist  as  in  very  dry  surroundings;  the  limited 
distribution  assigned  to  so  many  species  is  due  simply  to  the  fact  that 
in  so  few  places  have  they  been  collected,  though  where  they  have  been 
collected  many  species  have  been  found.  Anyone  who  observes  closely 
the  insect  fauna  of  our  fields  is  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  witness  the  mat¬ 
ing  of  Mutillids.  It  varies  in  detail  with  the  species;  those  seen  by  the 


Fig.  101.— Mutilla  kegia 

FEMALE. 
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author  have  been  tolerably  similar.  The  male  is  a  powerful  insect  with 
long  legs  and  strong  wings  ;  he  finds  the  female,  seizes  her  by  the  pro¬ 
thorax  and  flies  off ;  on  some  convenient  spot,  he  mates  with  her,  clasp¬ 
ing  her  firmly  to  him  by  his  forelegs  and  standing  erect  on  his  others ; 
she  is  perfectly  helpless  and  is  apparently  firmly  held  throughout.  The 
first  time  I  was  privileged  to  see  this,  I  was  much  struck  as  in  the  fre¬ 
quent  intervals  the  male  shook  the  female  with  a  twisting  motion  as 
we  should  shake  a  bottle  whose  contents  we  desired  to  mix  well ;  this 
extraordinary  performance  is  worth  seeing,  but  occurs,  so  far  as  1 
know,  not  in  all  species,  as  in  the  majority  I  have  seen  the  procedure 
was  straightforward  and  not  accompanied  by  this  peculiar  rite ;  un¬ 
fortunately  I  was  so  interested  that  when  1  sought  to  capture  them 
and  determine  the  species  they  escaped. 

It  is  impossible  to  discuss  individual  Mutillids  in  this  place  and  the 
student  will  find  full  descriptions  in  the  Fauna  of  India.  The  four 
commonest  species  are  perhaps  M.  dimidiata,  Lep.  M.  interrupta ,  Oliv. 
M.  analis,  Lep.  and  M.  sexmaculata,  Swed,  but  very  little  is  known  as  to 
the  geographical  distribution  in  India  of  the  majority  of  the  species. 
All  are  parasitic  upon  Aculeate  Hymenoptera,  but  few  have  been 
actually  bred  from  their  hosts. 

M.  regia ,  Sm.  (fig.  101)  was  found  in  the  nest  of  Eumenes  conica 
and  was  also  reared  from  the  pupa  of  this  wasp.  Gk  C.  Nurse  also 
reared  this  species  from  the  nests  of  Eumenes  esuriens  (Jo.  Bom.  Nat. 
Hist.  Soc.  XIV,  p.  271).  Mutilla  discreta ,  Cam.  has  been  reared  from 
Crahro  orientalis ,  Cam.  in  Pusa  and  M.  poonaensis,  Cam.  from  the  nest 
of  an  Eumenes  in  the  same  place.  (Plate  XIII,  figs.  1,  2.) 

Collecting . — Mutillids  are  easy  to  collect,  the  females  on  the  ground, 
the  males  in  a  net.  The  females  should  not  be  handled  with  the  bare 
fingers  as  the  sting  is  distinctly  painful.  Every  mutillid  seen  4  4  in 
cop  ”  should  be  collected  since  this  is  the  easiest  way  in  which  to  match 
the  sexes.  A  great  deal  of  observation  and  rearing  is  required  before 
we  can  estimate  the  importance  of  the  group  since  their  hosts  are  un¬ 
known  and  every  opportunity  of  determining  what  their  hosts  are, 
should  be  taken. 
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The  Mutillidw  offer  a  striking  example  of  that  difference  in 
structure  connected  with  sex  which  is  found  in  some  form  or  another 
throughout  the  insect  world.  It  is  at  first  sight  a  striking  thing  to  find 
that  throughout  a  whole  family,  the  female  is  wingless,  but  there  are  so 
many  other  striking  differences  that  we  may  here  draw  the  attention  of 
the  student  to  some  salient  points  in  this  matter. 

We  may  omit  here  all  reference  to  structures  such  as  ovaries,  clas- 
pers,  ovipositors,  etc.,  connected  with  the  primary  needs  of  mating  and 
egg-laying  ;  these  must  obviously  be  present  in  every  mature  sexual 
form  and  on  their  examination  must  ultimately  depend  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  sex.  Apart  from  these  structures,  which  are  not  always  rea¬ 
dily  discernible  without  dissection,  there  are  a  number  of  other  differ¬ 
ences  less  immediately  connected  with  the  actual  sexual  functions  and 
which  are  often  more  readily  discernible.  We  may  at  once  notice  the 
wingless  females,  so  marked  a  feature  in  Mutillidce.  We  are  probably 
correct  in  saying  that  in  this  family  the  female  has  lost  her  wings  since 
she  does  not  require  them  in  her  search  for  the  nests  of  her  hosts  but  that 
the  male  retains  them  simply  to  aid  him  in  his  search  for  the  female. 
The  same  is  true  of  other  forms,  where  the  loss  of  wings  appears  to  be 
an  advantage  but  one  which  cannot  be  shared  by  the  male  as  on  him 
falls  the  work  of  seeking  out  his  mate.  Among  Lepidoptera,  the  Psy- 
chidce  are  an  excellent  example  and  a  few  Lymantriidce  exhibit  the  same 
phenomenon.  All  male  Coccidce  are  winged,  all  females  wingless  ;  many 
Pliasmidce  have  wingless  females,  while  some  of  the  species  of  the  Re- 
duviid  genus  Physorhynchus  are  winged  only  in  the  male,  though  some 
other  species  of  the  genus  are  wingless  in  both  sexes,  the  wings  however 
more  completely  absent  in  the  female  than  in  the  male,  as  if  the  former 
had  lost  them  first.  In  the  Lampyride  division  of  Malacodermidce, 
wingless  females  are  not  uncommon  and  in  some  genera  the  females  are 
practically  unknown,  only  the  males  being  found  as  winged  beetles. 

Uzel  mentions  the  exact  reverse  of  this  in  Thysanoptera, where 
we  find  a  wingless  species  in  which  some  females  become  winged  to  dis¬ 
seminate  the  species.  This  reminds  one  of  the  Aphidce ,  where  after  a 
colony  of  wingless  females  is  formed,  winged  females  are  found  which 
fly  away  and  start  new  colonies,  though  this  last  case  is  not  connected 
with  sex. 

The  next  notable  point  in  sex  is  size  ;  here  we  have  two  groups,  one 
in  which  the  male  is  larger  and  the  difference  in  size  is  connected  with 
his  functions  ;  the  other  in  which  the  female  is  larger  apparently  because 
on  her  falls  the  more  arduous  task  of  providing  for  the  offspring  or 
because  the  mere  bulk  of  eggs  to  be  produced  and  carried  necessitates 
a  larger  body.  Large  males  at  once  suggest  the  Lucanidce  (Stag  beetles) 
and  the  Dynastidce,  the  great  size  being  connected  with  the  hypertro¬ 
phied  mandibles  or  horns  on  the  prothorax  and  head.  Why  these  beetles 
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should  bear  these  large  horns  and  have  so  massive  a  development  is 
a  question  no  one  appears  to  have  satisfactorily  answered  and  we  should 
like  to  see  a  careful  inquiry  made  into  the  relative  numbers  of  the 
sexes  of  these  beetles  either  in  one  locality  or  in  the  offspring  of  definite 
parents.  In  these  forms  there  is  usually  great  variation  in  the  actual 
amount  of  development  of  the  horns  or  mandibles  and  in  some  species 
there  are  distinct  types,  known  as  teleodont  (long  mandibled)  priodont 
(short  mandibled)  and  mesodont  (intermediate)  in  the  one  species.  The 
large  males  of  the  Mutillidce  are  accounted  for  (wrongly  perhaps)  when 
we  consider  that  not  only  must  they  fly  and  be  active,  but  that  they 
usually  seize  and  carry  off  the  females  and  that  further  the  eggs  in  this 
group  are  not  bulky  or  abundant.  Small  males  offer  no  apparent  diffi¬ 
culty  since  it  seems  natural  as  we  have  said  above.  Marked  difference 
occurs  notably  in  Phasmidce ,  in  the  social  insects  such  as  bees  and  ter¬ 
mites,  in  many  moths,  some  beetles,  and  in  some  Acridiidce ;  it  is 
probably  correct  to  say  that  some  preponderance  in  the  female  is 
the  general  rule  in  insects,  but  it  is  more  marked  for  instance  in 
Atractomorpha  and  some  allied  Pyrgomorplnides  than  in  most  Acridiidce , 
and  the  groups  we  mention  will  furnish  conspicuous  examples  to  the 
student.  It  is  curious  that  this  is  less  marked  in  Bhynchota  and  one  is 
inclined  to  associate  such  sex  differentiations  with  the  more  specialised 
and  highly  developed  groups. 

An  interesting  sex  modification  is  that  in  which  the  female  has  more 
developed  mouthparts  than  the  male,  as  in  the  Culicidce  and  blood¬ 
sucking  Chironomidce.  In  these  forms  the  female  alone  can  suck  blood. 
It  is  possible  that  this  really  occurs  more  frequently  than  is  recorded  ; 
there  is,  for  instance,  a  marked  difference  in  the  size  of  the  mouthparts 
of  some  Pyralids  ( Lamoria ,  etc.).  Another  and  a  fundamental  differ¬ 
ence  that  scarcely  needs  mention  is  the  naturally  longer  life  that 
the  females  enjoy  ;  in  a  very  great  number  of  cases,  the  completion  of 
the  male’s  functions  determines  his  death  and  this  must  precede  the 
death  of  the  female  which  has  often  to  wait  for  a  considerable  time 
before  she  can  successfully  deposit  her  eggs.  This  is  very  marked  for 
instance,  in  some  species  in  which  the  female  waits  long  periods  as  in 
the  mango  weevil  ( Cryptorhynchus  gravis  F.),  where  the  males  die  in 
August,  the  females  living  until  next  March  to  lay  eggs.  We  believe 
this  occurs  in  a  very  large  number  of  forms  and  it  is  a  factor  that  must 
be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the  relative  proportions  of  each  sex 
found.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know,  for  instance,  how  far  this 
occurs  in  long-lived  imagines  such  as  butterflies  ;  do  the  males  die  early 
or  do  they  wait  until  the  females  can  lay  eggs  before  mating  ? 

We  come  then  to  a  vast  number  of  small  modifications  in  one  sex 
which  are  less  directly  connected  with  sex  in  the  sense  that  they  are  con¬ 
nected  only  with  courtship  and  the  preliminaries  to  mating.  The  lumi¬ 
nosity  of  some  insects  may  be  cited,  the  European  glow-worm  being  an 
example  of  a  female  wingless  beetle  which  is  luminous  possibly  as  a  guide 
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to  the  winged  male.  Our  luminous  beetles  are  so  in  both  sexes  and  in 
the  larvae,  so  that  this  luminescence  may  not  be  connected  with  sex.  A 
better  example  are  the  singing  insects,  in  which  the  males  sing,  the 
females  are  silent.  We  have  briefly  discussed  this  elsewhere  (under 
Cicadidce)  and  it  is  not  certain  that  song  is  really  connected  with  sex, 
though  it  is  likely  to  be  so.  In  a  great  number  of  male  moths  and  butter¬ 
flies,  scent  production  from  special  hair  tufts  is  a  feature  of  the  males 
alone  and  the  frequency  with  which  this  occurs  points  to  its  being  an 
important  factor  in  successful  mating.  The  variety  of  situations  in 
which  these  tufts  occurs,  their  diverse  form  and  size  are  marked  features, 
for  instance,  in  our  Noctuid^e  and  Pyralidse,  while  the  male  pouch  and 
sexmarks  of  butterflies  are  simply  scent  producing  organs. 

Haase  discusses  this  point  (Zool,  Anzeiger,  XI,  1888,  No.  287). 
Plateau  remarks  that  in  Lepidoptera,  scent  organs  exist  for  three  pur¬ 
poses  ;  in  Danais  and  Euploea,  they  are  defensive,  the  scent  being  unplea¬ 
sant  and  derived  from  a  caustic  fluid  ;  in  some  Lepidoptera,  notably 
Bombycidge  and  Saturniidee,  the  scent  is  diffused  by  the  female  to 
attract  the  male,  the  latter  having  very  sensitive  organs  of  smell  ;  in 
many  butterflies  the  males  emit  a  “  seductive  ”  scent,  that  has  in  some 
cases  been  compared  to  vanilla,  and  which  is  employed  only  in  court¬ 
ship.  It  is  the  last  which  Haase  discusses  ;  he  states  that  scent  organs 
occur  in  one  of  the  following  positions  : 

Wings. — On  the  whole  upper  surface  of  both  wings.  (Pieridce). 
In  tufts  on  the  upper  surface  of  both  wings  (some  Satyr  ides).  In  a 
costal  fold  of  the  forewing  (some  Hesperiidce).  On  the  upper  surface 
of  the  disc  of  the  forewing  ( Cynthia ,  Atella,  Argynnis ,  etc.,  and  some 
Hesperiidce).  On  the  lower  surface  of  the  disc  of  the  fore  wing  (Eu- 
rema ,  etc.).  On  the  folded  costal  edge  of  the  hindwing  ( Patula ). 
On  the  upper  surface  of  the  hindwing  (Pierids,  Danais ,  Morphides, 
Satyr  ides,  etc.). 

On  the  anal  area  of  the  hindwing  above  (Papilionides ,  Ornithop- 
tera ,  Pompeus,  etc.),  or  below  ( Morphides ). 

On  the  lower  surface  of  the  hindwing  (Plecoptera  in  Noctuidae). 
On  the  part  of  the  two  wings  which  rub  together  when  in  motion  (Catop- 
silia,  Euplcea ,  Ergolis ,  Morphides ,  Mycalesis,  Lyccenides,  some  Hespe- 
riides  and  some  Heterocera). 

Thorax  and  abdomen. — Many  Sphingids,  Agaristids  and  some  Noc- 
tuids  have  scent  organs  on  the  first  abdominal  segment.  In  some 
Pierids,  in  all  Danaids,  in  Callidulids  and  some  Noctuids,  a  tuft  of  odo¬ 
rous  scales  can  be  protruded  from  each  side  of  the  genital  aperture. 

Palpi  and  Legs. — In  a  Deltoid  (Bertula)  a  tuft  occurs  on  the  palpi, 
in  a  few  forms  tufts  occur  on  the  tibiae  of  all  the  legs,  on  the  forelegs 
only  (Spodoptera),  on  the  middle  tibiae  (many  Noctuidce ),  on  the  hind 
tibia?  (some  Hesperiidce,  Hepialidce,  Hyblcea  and  many  Geometridce). 
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The  student  of  Pyralidce  will  find  that  he  must  study  the  male 
secondary  sexual  characters  very  carefully  in  distinguishing  species 
and  that  they  occur  with  great  frequency  in  a  very  marked  form.  One 
of  the  commonest  male  characters,  is  a  greater  apparent  development  in 
the  antenn3e  and  this  is  shown  in  most  moths,  the  female  having  often 
simple  antennae  while  the  male  has  them  ciliate,  pectinate,  fasciculate 
or  modified  in  some  way.  Were  more  known  of  the  actual  habits  of 
moths,  we  might  be  able  to  say  whether  these  modifications  gave  the 
male  a  greater  chance  of  finding  the  female,  for  instance,  by  giving  the 
antenna  a  more  delicate  or  special  sense.  At  present  nothing  is  known 
and  there  is  no  real  information  as  to  how  insects  find  each  other.  This 
development  of  the  antennae  is  a  feature  also  of  Culicidce,  with  a  more 
astonishing  difference  in  the  relative  development  of  the  palps,  those 
of  the  males  being  very  much  larger.  There  is  also  a  surprising  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  antennae  in  the  male  Lampyridce  in  species  in  which  the 
luminescence  is  little  developed. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  briefly  touching  the  problem 
that  every  student  finds  of  determining  the  sex  of  an  insect.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  irritating  to  find,  for  instance,  characters  given  for  the  males 
only,  while  one  has  not  enough  of  a  species  to  have  both  sexes  and  one 
does  not  know,  without  dissection,  what  is  the  sex  of  the  specimen  one 
has.  To  deal  adequately  with  this  subject  would  require  very  many 
pages  and  a  separate  treatise.  In  some  families  sex-distinction  is  easy, 
as  in  Locustidce ,  Gryllidce ,  Acridiidce ,  many  Parasitic  Hymenoptera ,  and 
those  groups  which  have  a  distinct  ovipositor.  In  others  there  is  no 
such  obvious  distinction,  and  in  some  families  dissection  is  actually  ne¬ 
cessary.  This  is  the  case,  for  instance,  in  the  bulk  of  the  Rhynchota , 
Heteroptera  ;  Distant  is  discreetly  silent  in  the  Fauna  of  India  on  this 
point  except  where  such  obvious  differences  occur  as  in  Physorhynchus. 
In  some  species,  the  possession  of  claspers  points  to  the  males  ( Lepto - 
corisa),  the  larger  bodies  and  distended  abdomen  of  the  female  some¬ 
times  marks  the  female  (Dysdercus,  etc.).  Coupling  unfortunately 
affords  no  evidence  as  these  forms  couple  in  opposition.  (Coupling  is 
by  opposition  in  Lepidoptera  and  Hemiptera ,  by  superposition  in  Coleop- 
tera ,  Orthoptera,  Diptera  and  Hymenoptera).  Coleoptera  is  another 
order  in  which  there  is  no  one  characteristic  of  the  male.  There  are 
abundant  small  characters  in  different  families,  but  they  must  be 
learnt  for  each.  In  Orthoptera ,  the  matter  is  simpler  ;  in  Forficulidce 
the  male  has  nine,  the  female  seven  abdominal  segments  ;  the  genital 
styles  mark  the  male  Blattids ;  the  male  Mantids  have  two  more  visible 
ventral  segments  (eight,  really  nine),  than  the  female  (apparently  six, 
really  seven).  The  female  Phasmid  has  the  egglaying  gutter  or  process  ; 
while  the  Acridiid  female  has  two  pairs  of  digging  processes  ;  Locustid 
and  Gryllid  females  have  usually  an  ovipositor.  In  Rhopalocera ,  the 
male  sex  marks  are  usually  distinguishable  in  the  form  of  glandular 
hair  patches  ;  in  moths,  Hampson  has  pointed  out  that  the  frenulum 
is  simple  in  the  male,  compound  in  the  female.  In  Diptera  the 
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antennae  of  the  male  are  plumose  in  some  families,  the  eyes  are  larger 
and  more  closely  approximated  on  the  frons  in  others,  and  there  are  in 
some  cases  very  distinct  claspers.  In  Neuroptera ,  it  is  necessary  to 
look  for  male  claspers,  which,  however,  are  not  always  present. 


Thynnid^e. 

Pronotum  reaching  the  base  of  the  wings ,  basal  abdominal 
segment  not  constricted .  Posterior  legs  short , 
female  apterous. 

A  small  family  containing  two  Indian  genera  and  six  species,  none 
common  or  generally  to  be  found.  The  winged  males  have  a  distinct 
upturned  spine  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  (as  does  also  Apterogyna ) ; 
the  recorded  species  are  Methoca  bicolor,  Cam.  (Barrackpore)  ;  M.  orien¬ 
tals  ,  Sm.  (N.  India) ;  M.  smithii ,  Magr.  (Bengal,  Burma)  ;  M.  rugosa , 
Cam.  (Ceylon) ;  Iswara  luteus,  Westw.  (Sind)  ;  Iswara  fasciatus,  Sm. 
(Sind).  Any  observations  on  the  habits  of  these  insects  will  be  of  value 
as  nothing  appears  to  be  known.  ( Methoca  is  by  some  authors  (e.g.t 
Andre)  classed  with  Mutillidce). 

SCOLIID  M. 

Pronotum  reaching  the  tegulce.  A  constriction  between  first 
and  second  abdominal  segments.  Middle  coxce 
separated.  Both  sexes  winged. 


This  family  includes  a  number  of  moderate  sized  flying  insects 
classed  generally  among  wasps  ;  none  are  very  small,  while  some  are 
amongst  the  largest  of  the  Aculeates. 

The  colours  are  usually  warning  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  black  with 
yellow  or  orange  predominating.  The 
head  bears  the  antennae,  which  are 
larger  and  more  slender  in  the  males  ; 
there  are  the  usual  three  ocelli  on  the 
vertex  ;  the  mandibles  are  large  ;  the 
thorax  and  body  is  robust,  heavier 
in  the  female  and  usually  clothed  with 

rather  thick  hair.  The  legs  are  short  and  spinose,  the  wings  well 
developed,  the  venation  valuable  for  the  discrimination  of  genera. 
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PLATE  X. — Fossores. 


1.  Eumenes  conica  ,  nest  seen  from  the  attached  side,  containin 

green  caterpillars  and  a  feeding  larva. 

2.  Nest  as  seen  from  outside. 

3.  Tachytes  erythropoda. 

4.  Astata  agilis. 

5.  Tachysphex  testaceiceps. 

6.  Lavra  sumatrana. 

7.  Notogonia  subtesselata . 

8.  Lyroda  formosa. 

9.  Pison  rugosum. 

|  Trypoxylon  canaliculatum. 

12.  Stizus  prismalicus. 

13.  Philanthus  pulcherrimus. 
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Males  are  smaller,  more  slender  and  usually  have  spines  at  the  apex 
of  the  abdomen. 

Nothing  appears  to  be  on  record  as  to  the  habits  of  this  family  in 
India  ;  as  a  whole  they  are  probably  parasitic  upon  the  larvae  of  Coleop- 
tera  in  the  soil,  especially  Scarabceidce ;  they  persistently  fly  over  the 
soil,  but  none  have  been  reared  ;  Froggatt  (Agri.  Gazette ,  N  .S.  Wales, 
1902),  records  Dielis  formosa ,  Guen.,  as  an  enemy  of  the  beetle  Xylotru - 
pes  australicus,  Thoms.,  in  Queensland  ;  the  wasp  burrows  down  to  the 
grub  in  the  soil,  stings  and  paralyses  it,  lays  an  egg  on  it  and  goes  away  ; 
the  larva  on  hatching  devours  the  grub  and  pupates  there.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  our  species  have  similar  habits.  The  wasps  visit 
flowers,  not  to  obtain  pollen  but  to  feed  on  nectar. 

Five  genera  and  87  species  are  recorded  as  Indian,  of  which  nine 
are  common  in  the  plains. 

Tiphia  rufo-femorata,  Sm.,  is  a  small  black  insect  with  red  posterior 
femora,  widespread  but  not  very  common.  G.  E.  Dutt  has  ascer¬ 
tained  that  Myzine  dimidiata,  Guer.  (known  from  male  only),  couples 
with  M.  Madraspatana  Sm.  (known  from  female  only),  and  presumably 
they  are  one  species. 

Scolia  includes  large  insects,  thickly  haired ;  S.  quadripustulata , 
Fabr.  (Fig.  103),  is  the  very  common  species,  black  with  the  abdomen 

usually  red  on  the  side  and  sometimes 
across  the  upper  surface.  Elis  falls  into 
two  series,  according  as  it  has  two  or  three 
cubital  cells.  In  the  former  are  the  com¬ 
mon  species  ;  E.  annulata,  Fabr.,  is  very 
common,  the  female  black  with  white 
pubescence,  the  male  with  yellow  bands 
across  the  abdomen..;  the  latter  are  com¬ 
monly  captured  asleep  in  the  evening  or 
early  morning,  on  grass  stems  or  plants,  and 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  number  settling  down  for  the  night 
on  a  convenient  cane  leaf.  Elis  thoracica,  Fabr.,  is  the  large  black  wasp 
that  frequents  cotton  flowers,  and  which  is,  perhaps,  an  important 
factor  in  cross-fertilisation.  Liacos  analis ,  Fabr.,  is  also  common, 
black  with  a  variable  amount  of  red  on  the  abdomen. 


Fig.  103.— Scolia  quadri¬ 
pustulata. 
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Pompilid,®  (Ceropalid.e). 

Pronotum  reaching  the  insertion  of  the  wings.  Legs  Jong. 

The  Pompilids  are  not  a  large  family  but  contain  some  of  the  most 
conspicuous  of  the  Aculeates.  There  are  comparatively  large  forms,  as 
well  as  very  small  ones.  The 
colouring  is  sometimes  dis¬ 
tinctly  warning,  but  not  in  all, 
the  deep  blue-black  of  Pom- 
pilus  analis ,  for  instance,  not 
being  of  obvious  utility.  There 
are  no  striking  structural 
features  ;  the  males  are 
smaller,  the  abdomen  with 
one  more  visible  abdominal 
segment.  The  females  have 
somewhat  flattened  forelegs 
in  some  cases,  to  fit  them  for 
burrowing  and  excavating  in  s 

The  habits  of  some  Indian  species  are  known,  but  there  is  room 
for  much  observation.  As  a  whole,  these  insects  have  the  typical  habits 
of  Fossores,  catching  their  prey,  stinging  it,  laying  it  up  in  a  convenient 
place  for  their  young  and  depositing  an  egg  there.  Bingham  states 
that  “  Agenia,  Pseudagenia,  Paragenia  and,  I  suspect,  Macromeris  too, 
construct  little  earthen  shells  for  nests.”  Others  utilise  available 
chinks  or  holes  or  make  holes. 

Macromeris  violacea,  Lepel.,  is  a  common  insect,  of  whose  habits 
practically  nothing  is  known.  Bingham  records  seeing  a  species  carry¬ 
ing  spiders,  and  G.  B.  Dutt  has  obtained  clay  cells  (stored  with  spiders) 
under  the  bark  of  old  trees,  made  of  mixed  mud  and  vegetable  matter. 
Pseudagenia  hlanda,  Guer.,  is  a  smaller  metallic  blue  insect  common 
throughout  India. 

G.  R.  Dutt  has  found  that  Pseudagenia  hlanda  makes  small  earth 
cells  under  the  bark  of  trees,  the  cells  (filled  with  spiders),  like  those  of 
Sceliphron  madraspatanum,,  but  smaller  and  always  in  pairs,  the  one  cell 
smaller  than  another.  From  the  larger  cell  the  female  emerges,  from 


Fig.  104.— Pseudagenia  honesta. 
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the  smaller  the  (hitherto  undescribed)  male,  the  latter  three  days  ear* 
lier  than  the  former.  It  is  apparent  either  that  the  mother  wasp  lays 


Fig.  105.— Nest  of  sceliphron  coromanrelicum  occupied  by 

PSEUDAGENIA  CLYPEATA,  X 


eggs  of  each  sex  alternately  or  that  she  can  control  the  sex  production, 
or  that  the  greater  amount  of  food  stored  in  the  one  case  makes  a  female 
imago. 


Fig.  106.— Macromeris  violacea  yar 

IRIDIPENNIS  ;  CELL,  X  H. 


We  figure  a  large  compound 
clay  nest  from  which  were  reared 
P.  clypeata.  The  nest  consists 
of  an  old  nest  of  Sceliphron 
coromandelicum,  of  which  the 
cells  were  occupied  by  the 
Pseudagenia  ;  since  the  latter 
requires  a  smaller  cell,  she 
divides  the  cells  by  a  partition 
and  then  utilises  them  ;  but  she 
also  builds  on  additional  cells 
round  the  old  ones ;  in  Fig.  105 
the  large  cavities  in  the  middle 
represent  old  Sceliphron  cells, 
(the  nest  seen  from  below) .  the 
smaller  holes  round  cells  added 
by  Pseudagenia.  That  the 
cells  were  originally  made  by 
Sceliphron  is  proved  by  the 
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occurrence  of  a  dead  one  in  one  cell.  Hymenopterous  and  Dipterous 
parasites  attack  this  Pseudagenia. 

Salius  includes  a  number  of  species,  of  which  some  are  abundant. 
Salius  flavus,  Fabr.,  is  the  common  yellow  insect,  the  wings  yellow  with 
deep  purple-black  at  the  apex  ;  it  has  been  observed  to  store  spiders 
in  the  ground.  Bingham  remarks  that  some  store  cockroaches  or 
crickets  in  holes  in  trees. 


The  following  notes  record  the  observations  of  T.  Y.  B.  Aiyar, 
formerly  Assistant  at  Pusa  : — 


From  March  to  July  this  insect  is  the  commonest  of  the  bigger 
species  of  Pompilidce  in  Pusa.  It  is  found  very  generally  in  open 
meadows  with  a  pretty  hard  soil 
and  in  such  parts  of  the  meadow 
where  there  are  often  found  big 
holes  made  in  the  ground.  Not 
uncommonly  this  insect  is  found 
under  trees  where  the  ground 
is  covered  by  fallen  leaves  and 
twigs.  In  these  localities  it  is 
found  very  busy  searching  holes 
for  spiders  ;  its  active  progression  Fig.  107.-Pompilus  analis. 

with  its  long  limbs  and  occa¬ 
sional  flight  is  very  graceful  to  look  at.  With  great  patience  it  goes 
on  visiting  hole  after  hole.  One  has  been  watched  searching  every 
hole  in  half  an  acre  in  the  meadow  in  the  Botanical  area  for  full  two 
hours  and  a  half  with  no  success ;  at  last  finding  the  search  fruitless,  it 
flew  away  and  perched  on  a  distant  tree. 


When,  however,  the  Salius  is  fortunate  and  in  its  search  comes  across 
an  inhabited  spider  hole,  it  comes  out  of  it  quickly  and  prepares  itself 
for  the  affray.  The  preparation  consists  of  a  slight  rest  followed  by  the 
cleaning  of  the  antennae  with  the  front  legs  and  of  the  abdomen  with 
the  hind  limbs.  It  then  carefully  enters  the  hole  and  disturbs  the 
tenant.  Within  a  second  out  come  both  the  wasp  and  the  spider. 
The  extreme  care  displayed  by  the  wasp  in  dealing  with  its  antagonist 
is  worthy  of  remark.  As  soon  as  it  comes  out  of  the  hole,  it  goes  a  little 
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distance  away  from  it  and  then  turns  round.  The  spider  which  is  com¬ 
monly  a  pretty  big  ground  spider  comes  out  of  its  home  and  stands  at 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole.  It  does  so  with  the  ferocity  of  a  wild 
beast,  with  its  erect  cephalothorax  and  jaws  (with  the  poison  fangs) 
wide  open.  It  never  moves  away  from  the  hole  until  it  is  overpowered, 
but  simply  turns  round  always  facing  the  wasp.  Its  action  is  entirely 
defensive.  There  is  seen  a  series  of  tactics  and  movements  displayed  by 
the  wasp,  which  appears  afraid  of  the  death-dealing  jaws  of  the  arachnid 
and  so  approaches  with  great  caution.  It  turns  round  and  round  and 
occasionally  tries  to  jump  on  the  spider.  The  spider  continues  defend¬ 
ing  and  for  about  5  minutes  the  fight  goes  on.  The  fossorian, 
however,  knowing  the  weak  point  of  the  spider,  viz.,  its  inability 
to  strike  upwards,  waits  for  an  opportunity  to  jump  on  the 
spider.  At  last  by  a  clever  and  agile  jump  it  alights  on  the  spider 
and  takes  it  unawares.  The  moment  it  is  on  the  spider,  it  never 
waits  for  a  second,  but  applies  the  sting  and  inoculates  the  poison, 
first  paralysing  the  victim’s  poisonous  weapons  from  below.  Then 
again  it  stings,  thrusting  the  lancet  along  the  side  of  the  cephalo¬ 
thoracic  shield.  The  spider  being  thus  paralysed,  the  fight  ends.  In 
some  cases  the  spider  proves  more  than  a  match  for  the  Salius,  in 
which  case  the  latter,  after  trying  its  best,  gives  it  up  and  flies  away. 
After  making  sure  that  the  captive  is  helpless,  it  leaves  it  behind  and 
goes  searching  for  a  convenient  hole.  In  one  case  the  Salius  was 
clever  enough  to  appropriate  the  hole  of  its  victim  itself.  In  this  case 
it  first  enters  the  hole  alone  and  remains  alone  for  some  time  under¬ 
ground  most  probably  inspecting  the  hole.  It  then  comes  back  and 
making  sure  that  the  spider  is  paralysed,  takes  hold  of  one  of  its 
chelicerse  with  its  mandibles  and  walks  back  with  its  face  towards  the 
captive  to  the  hole.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  like  the 
spider’s  hole,  it  leaves  the  captive  and  goes  away  some  distance 
and  begins  to  search  for  a  convenient  nest.  In  one  case  the  wasp  has 
been  seen  to  leave  the  captive,  go  straight  to  a  particular  hole,  not 
approaching  any  other  on  the  way,  and  then  come  back  to  the  spot  where 
the  spider  was.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  wasp  keeps  a  hole  ready 
before  it  goes  in  search  of  a  spider.  While  it  is  engaged  thus,  it  often 
comes  back  to  the  spider  to  make  sure  that  it  is  safe  in  the  original  spot. 
At  this  stage  if  the  captive  spider  is  taken  some  feet  away  from  the 
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original  spot  the  Salius  comes  back  and  then  after  strolling  all  round, 
it  finds  the  spider  and  in  this  case  it  stings  it  once  again  and  then 
drags  it  some  distance  forwards  and  there  leaving  it,  goes  again  in 
search  of  a  hole.  Several  times  it  visits  the  paralysed  spider  to  be 
sure  of  its  safety.  At  last  it  drags  the  spider  to  a  hole  and  then  it 
does  not  come  out  for  a  very  long  time. 

Salius  flavus  is  never  found  frequenting  houses  as  it  almost 
exclusively  confines  itself  to  catching  ground  spiders. 

Pompilus  is  the  largest  genus  with  some  widespread  species,  of 
which,  perhaps  P.  analis  Fabr.  (Fig.  107)  is  the  most  common.  T. 
V.  K.  Aiyar  made  the  following  observations  on  this  species.  This 
red  and  black  wasp  is  found  very  commonly  haunting  the  trunks  of  big 
trees,  especially  species  of  Ficus,  which  generally  contain  numerous  holes 
and  chambers  inhabited  by  spiders.  I  have  now  and  then  found  indiv¬ 
iduals  on  the  walls  of  old  buildings  and  also  some  hunting  ground 
spiders,  but  I  have  not  till  now  come  across  any  nesting  on  the 
ground.  The  following  were  my  notes  on  the  habits  of  a  specimen  of 
this  species  : — 

1st  June  1806.- — As  I  was  entering  the  lucerne  field  along  the  avenue 
close  to  the  Waini  road,  containing  clumps  of  bamboos,  I  heard  a  buz¬ 
zing  noise  about  me,  and  on  turning  round  found  a  specimen  of  P.  analis 
perch  on  the  ground  by  my  side  and  search  holes.  Watched  the  insect 
for  about  quarter  of  an  hour.  After  some  search  it  came  across  a  hole 
very  close  to  a  small  wooden  post  in  the  ground.  It  entered  the  hole 
and  came  back,  followed  by  a  big  ground  spider.  Then  ensued  the  usual 
fight.  The  combat  was  found  to  be  exactly  like  that  of  Salius  flavus , 
but  with  a  display  of  greater  fear  on  the  part  of  the  Pompilus  and  so 
additional  care.  After  securing  the  captive,  it  disappeared  for  a  few 
minutes  and  then  came  back  to  assure  itself  of  the  captive’s  safety  as 
in  Salius.  This  happened  three  times.  On  one  occasion  the  spider 
moved  a  little  when  the  Pompilus  gave  it  a  sting  in  addition  to  the  ones 
administered  during  the  combat.  I  found  it  impossible  to  follow  it  as 
it  flew  high  up  every  time  and  disappeared,  the  black  body  and  the  trans¬ 
parent  wings  adding  to  the  obscurity.  In  the  end  it  took  hold  of  the 
spider  exactly  like  the  Salius  and  began  walking  back.  It  directed  its 
course  across  the  avenue  towards  the  bamboo  clump  on  the  side  of 
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the  road.  On  reaching  the  clump  of  bamboos  it  began  ascending  one 
of  these  and  then  proceeded  up  for  about  7  or  8  yards,  when  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  disappeared  from  my  sight.  I  have  very  strong  grounds 
for  concluding  that  the  wasp  took  the  spider  to  a  hollow  in  some 
bamboo,  because  although  1  have  come  across  several  individuals  of 
this  wasp  dragging  spiders,  I  have  never  found  one  taking  a  spider  to 
a  hole  on  the  ground.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  wasp  dragged  the 
captive  up  the  bamboo  and  afterwards  flew  off  with  it,  the  burden 
being  too  heavy  for  conveyance  to  the  nest  without  the  vantage  of  an 
elevation  to  start  from.  But  my  having  till  now  never  seen  any  indivi¬ 
dual  of  this  species  nest  on  ground  supports  the  former  view. 

The  spiders  which  P.  analis  generally  hunts  on  tree  trunks  and 
walls  are  web-spinning  forms  and  compared  to  the  ground  spiders  very 
small  and  powerless.  In  these  cases  the  Pompilus  finishes  the  fight 
very  soon  and  at  once  drags  the  captive  along  the  side  of  the  tree  trunk 
to  an  exposed  hollow  on  the  trunk  ;  it  leaves  its  victim  then  and  searches 
for  a  hole  in  the  tree  itself.  Meanwhile,  i  have  tried  removing 
the  captive  and  placing  it  on  the  ground  below  ;  however,  the  wasp  after 
some  anxious  search  found  it  out  and  dragged  it  again  up  to  the  tree. 
This  species  also  thus  displays  that  power  of  finding  out  the  paralysed 
spider  if  we  remove  the  same  and  keep  it  away.  When  at  last  it  finds 
a  convenient  hole  in  the  tree  to  nest,  it  comes  back  and  drags  the  captive 
home. 

Aporus  includes  only  three  species,  of  which  one,  A.  cotesi ,  Cam., 
may  be  found  in  the  plains. 

Sphegid^e, 

Pronotum  transverse ,  not  reaching  the  insertion  of  the  wings. 

This  is  a  large  family  of  Aculeata,  with  a  great  variety  of  forms. 
It  includes  large  robust  species  with  a  length  of  an  inch  and-a-half  and 
small  slender  insects  not  over  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long.  The  ma¬ 
jority  exhibit  some  form  of  warning  colouration,  bright  yellow,  metallic 
greens  and  blues,  and  similar  bright  tints  predominating.  The  head  is 
large,  with  ocelli  and  compound  eyes,  the  troplii  are  well  developed,  not 
conspicuous,  and  the  mandibles  are  robust.  The  thorax  is  massive, 
the  abdomen  often  with  a  long  petiole.  The  legs  are  of  moderate 
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length,  the  forelegs  often  modified  for  digging.  Males  and  females  are 
superficially  alike,  the  latter  having  a  well  developed  sting.  As  in 
all  Acnleata,  there  is  no  free  life  history  and  none  are  social,  the  female 
storing  food  for  the  young.  The  larva  is  a  white  soft  grub,  without  legs 
and  with  a  small  head.  Pupation  takes  place  in  a  silken  cocoon. 

Sphegids  are  the  familiar  digging  wasps,  whose  prey  consists  of 
insects,  stung  to  insure  paralysis  and  laid  up  in  this  state  in  a  suitable 
cell  or  burrow  for  the  young  to 
feed  on.  The  process  of  stinging 
may  be  observed  and  is  some¬ 
times  accompanied  by  other 
injury  to  the  prey  to  insure 
its  helplessness.  So  far  as  is 
known,  the  prey  is,  when  laid  in 
the  cell,  helpless,  but  not  dead, 
and  remains  so  until  the  grub 
attacks  it ;  how  far  the  perman¬ 
ence  of  this  paralysis  is  due  to 
the  action  of  the  wasp  and  how 
far  it  is  induced  also  by  the 
conditions  in  the  cell  is  not  known  ;  a  cricket  stung  by  Sphex  lobatus 
and  laid  up,  presumably  remains  paralysed  ;  but  that  cricket  taken 
out  and  kept  under  other  conditions  may  die  if  kept  too  dry  or  may 
to  some  extent  recover  under  favourable  conditions  of  temperature, 
moisture,  air  and  light.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  paralysis 
is  caused  primarily  by  injuries  inflicted  by  the  wasp,  usually  in  the 
form  of  a  sting  or  several  stings,  which  are  directed  against  the 
nervous  system  and  induce  paralysis.  The  student  will  find  ac¬ 
counts  of  some  species  below  and  further  accounts  in  the  literature 
mentioned.  Horne  described  the  habits  of  Sceliphron  (Pelopceus) 
madraspatanum  F.  S.  lilineatus,  Sm.,  S.  violaceum  F.  (P.  bengalensis, 
Smith),  Trypoxylon  rejector ,  Sm.,  Pison  rufipes  Sm.,  and  P.  (Pisonitus) 
rugosus,  Sm.  There  is  a  large  field  here  for  an  observer  gifted  with 
patience  and  perseverance  to  add  to  our  knowledge  of  the  habits  of 
these  important  insects.  The  actual  economic  importance  of  the 
group,  so  far  as  it  can  be  gauged,  is  great  since  most  of  the  species 
destroy  insects  of  economic  importance.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult 
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to  estimate  this  since  their  work  is  not  at  onceobvious,  and  no  estim¬ 
ates  of  number  are  easily  obtained. 

Sphegidce  are  preyed  upon  by  Cimjsidce  and  Mutillidce,  while  the 
parasites  of  their  prey  indirectly  check  them  because,  in  some  cases 
certainly,  when  a  Sphegid  lays  up  a  parasitised  caterpillar,  the  parasite 
hatches  and  the  Sphegid  larva  is  deprived  of  its  food.  This  is  a  curious 
fact  and  had  we  not  observed  it,  we  should  hesitate  to  mention  it. 
When  we  remember  how  large  is  the  percentage  of  parasitised  caterpil¬ 
lars  very  often,  we  may  imagine  that  the  Sphegid  does  often  lay  up 
parasitised  caterpillars,  which  do  not  nourish  their  larvae. 

Astata  agilis,  Sm.,  though  recorded  from  but  few  places,  is  probably 
widespread  (Plate  X,  Fig.  4);  it  has  been  seen  burrowing  in  sandy  soil 
but  its  prey  is  unknown ;  it  hunts  usually  among  the  decaying  fallen 
leaves  under  trees. 

Tachytes  includes  small  and  inconspicuous  insects,  nesting  in  soil 
and,  according  to  Bingham,  storing  Orthoptera ;  T.  monetaria,  Sm.,  a 
black  species  with  golden  pubescence  on  the  abdomen,  is  common,  as  is 
T.  erythropoda  Cam.  (Plate  X,  Fig.  3). 

Notogonia  subtessellata,  Sm.,  preys  on  crickets,  storing  them  in  bur¬ 
rows  in  the  soil,  or  in  the  stems  of  plants  {e.g.,  in  Euphorbia  neriifolia) 
(Plate  X,  Fig.  7).  This  insect,  which  is  the  commonest  of  the  genus  in 
Pusa,  is  found  very  commonly  in  the  vegetable  garden  and  orchard, 
where  the  soil  is  fairly  moist  always.  The  reason  apparently  is  that 
field  crickets  abound  in  these  localities  and  the  wasp  is  after  them. 
The  cricket  generally  hunted  is  a  species  of  4  6  Gryllodes  5  5  and  very 
often  not  a  full-grown  one.  In  several  cases  the  cricket  escapes  by  its 
agile  jumps,  and  it  is  only  after  allowing  several  crickets  to  escape  that 
one  is  caught.  The  wasp  paralyses  the  cricket  by  a  sting  (sometimes 
two)  at  the  junction  of  the  pro-  and  meso-sternum.  It  then  drags  the 
captive  and  leaving  it  in  a  prominent  place,  goes  in  search  of  a  hole  or  to 
assure  itself  that  its  hole  is  ready  to  receive  its  prey.  It  soon  returns 
and  drags  home  the  cricket.  The  process  is  different  from  that  in  a 
Pompilid.  Here  the  wasp  does  not  proceed  backwards  facing  its 
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captive,  but  instead  poses  itself  almost  above  the  captive  and  holding  the 
antenna?  by  its  mandibles  proceeds  forwards,  both  captor  and  captive 
facing  one  way.  In  this  wasp  there  is  distinctly  a  marked  display  of  a 
high  degree  of  instinct  (intelligence  ?)  in  taking  advantage  of  an  eleva¬ 
tion  to  start  on  the  wing  with  its  pretty  heavy  load.  The  wasp  drags 
the  cricket  to  the  foot  of  the  nearest  shrub  or  plant  and  slowly  ascends 
to  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and  from  there  it  starts  on  its  wings 
with  the  prey.  It  continues  thus  often  on  its  way  to  its  nest,  which  is 
generally  a  hole  on  the  side  of  the  hard  bank.  An  interesting  point  in 
the  habits  of  this  wasp  is  that  it  digs  into  the  soil  to  find  its  prey  even 
when  the  cricket  has  a  burrow  opening  to  the  surface.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion,  one  was  observed  flying  over  sandy  soil;  she  selected  a  spot  and 
commenced  to  dig  ;  when  a  little  hole  was  made,  she  entered  and  came 
out  carrying  soil  between  her  curved  forelegs  and  her  head,  repeating 
this  till  there  was  a  considerable  heap  of  soil ;  this  heap  she  then  demol¬ 
ished  by  standing  and  kicking  it  away  with  her  hind  legs.  While  dig¬ 
ging,  a  cricket  came  out  from  a  hole  by  her,  was  eventually  seen,  pur¬ 
sued  and  captured. 

Liris  aurata. — This  beautiful  sand  wasp  is  one  of  the  most  active 
among  Sphegids.  It  is  found  in  flower  gardens  and  generally  nests 
under  thick  bushes  away  from  human  observation.  It  is  very  often 
found  haunting  houses,  especially  store-rooms,  in  search  of  house  crick¬ 
ets.  The  latter  are  notorious  domestic  pests  attacking  provisions,  etc. 
This  wasp,  in  frequenting  dwellings,  performs  the  part  of  an  efficient 
natural  check  on  these  domestic  pests.  Pison  includes  small  dark 
insects,  of  which  P.  rugosum ,  Sm.,  is  common  in  the  plains  (Plate  X, 
Fig.  9).  Horne  states  that  the  nests  of  P.  rufipes,  Sm.,are  nearly  glob¬ 
ular,  built  in  a  group  on  a  hanging  creeper  or  tendril,  and  stocked 
with  small  spiders. 

Trypoxylon  (Plate  X,  Figs.  10-11)  is  common  in  houses,  and  1  have 
seen  T.  pileatvm,  Sm.,  building  in  cane  furniture  in  a  verandah  ;  they 
are  extremely  slender  graceful  insects,  storing  small  spiders  in  their  mud 
nests  :  nests  are  also  found  in  thatch,  and  on  one  occasion  a  female  was 
seen  plugging  her  nest,  which  was  in  a  hollow  reed  previously  utilised  by 
Ceratina  viridissima.  The  hollow  is  not  lined  but  is  partitioned  off 


StHEGID.E. 


203 


into  cells,  each  containing  small  spiders  (Fig.  109).  T.  intrudens, 
Sm,,  builds  in  holes  in  walls  and  in  crevices  in  books. 


Fig.  109. — Tuypoxylon  pileatum  bringing  a 

SPIDER  TO  HER  NEST  IN  A  HOLLOW  STEM  ; 

THE  NEST  HAS  BEEN  OPENED  TO  SHOW  THE 

CELLS.  [F.  M.  H.] 

Ammophila  is  larger,  with  a  long  narrow 
abdomen  and  a  rather  Ichneumon-like 
appearance.  Several  are  very  common  and 
their  habits  have  been  observed.  The 
habits  of  A.  Icevigata ,  Sm.  (Fig.  110),  are 
briefly  described  in  Indian  Insect  Pests 
(page  271),  this  insect  burying  Plusia 
eriosoma  larvae  in  soil.  So  far  as  is  known, 
caterpillars  and  spiders  are  their  prey  and 
they  do  not  make  mud  nests  but  burrow 
in  soil.  A.  atripes ,  Sm.,  A.  basalts,  Sm., 

A .  Icevigata,  Sm.,  and  A.  erythrocephala, 


Fig.  110.— Ammophila 
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Fabr.,  are  the  commonest  species,  but  the  distribution  of  some  species 
is  local.  The  last  is  a  large  robust  insect,  very  unlike  the  remainder. 

Sceliphron  includes  the  more  robust  mud-wasps  so  commonly  seen 
in  houses,  which  lay  up  spiders  in  earthen  cells.  S.  madraspatanum 


Fig.  111.— Sceliphron  madraspatanum  ;  nest  removed  from  a  corner  and 

SEEN  FROM  BEHIND  ;  IN  ONE  CELL  A  LARVA  FEEDING  ;  IN  ANOTHER 
A  SPIDER  WAITING  TO  BE  EATEN.  [F.  M.  H.J 

Fabr.  (Fig.  113),  is  the  commonest  species;  the  female  constructs  mud 
nests,  consisting  of  two  to  seven  elongate  cells,  placed  side  by  side  ; 
they  are  most  beautifully  constructed  of  mud  and  when  unfinished 
are  very  striking  objects  (Fig.  112).  But  when  the  whole  number 
are  completed,  stocked  and  closed,  she  puts  mud  over  the  whole  in  an 
apparently  irregular  manner  but  so  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a 
rough  lump  of  mud,  when  it  is  much  less  easily  noticed.  The  nest 
is  placed  on  a  wall,  a  window-sill,  on  furniture  or  on  tree  trunks,  and 
may  be  carefully  concealed  or  in  the  open. 

The  cell  is  made,  the  first  spider  brought  in  and  an  egg  laid  on  it 
near  the  base  of  the  abdomen.  The  rest  of  the  spiders  are  then  brought ; 
if  the  work  cannot  be  completed  before  dark,  a  temporary  mud  cover 
is  put  on  as  the  wasp  does  not  sleep  in  the  cell.  When  full,  the  cell  is 
closed  and  a  new  one  begun.  The  egg  is  white,  soft,  about  4  m.m. 
long.  The  larva  on  hatching  feeds  first  on  the  abdomen  of  the 
spider  it  is  on  and  then  on  its  cephalothorax,  proceeding  afterwards 
to  work  upwards  through  the  remaining  paralysed  spiders.  (Fig.  111.) 
The  larva  is  white,  soft,  leg-less,  the  segments  indistinctly  marked, 
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the  head  very  small  :  it  becomes  sordid-grey  before  maturity,  when 
it  measures  about  14  m.m.  Larval  life  occupies  about  13  days,  the 


Fig.  112.— SCELIPHRON  MADRASPATANUM  -INCOMPLETE  NEST. 

full  length  being  attained  on  the  sixth  day.  There  are  apparently  no 
moults  during  larval  life,  the  extremely  soft  and  unchitinised  integu¬ 
ment  not  preventing  expansion  as  in  harder  insects.  The  full-grown 
larva  ejects  a  mass  of  black  excreta  at  the  bottom  of  the  cell  and  then 
spins  a  tough  cocoon  of  very  fine  yellow  silk  which  turns  dark  brown. 
It  rests  for  three  to  six  days  and  then  moults,  placing  the  exuvium  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cocoon  where  it  often  adheres  to  the  hind  end  of 
the  pupa.  The  limbs  of  the  future  wasp  are 
symmetrically  folded  under  the  body  and  are 
free,  being  easily  seen.  The  pupa  gradually 
assumes  the  imaginal  colour  and  on  the 
twelfth  or  thirteenth  day  the  imago  emerges  ; 
it  cuts  the  cocoon  and  forces  out  the  plug  of 
mud  that 1  closes  the  cell,  thus  forming  a 
circular  orifice  through  which  it  can  leave  the 
cell.  The  total  life  from  egg  to  imago  is  from 
24  to  30  days,  nest-making  then  occupies  some 
time  and  there  are  probably  five  broods  in  one 
Hibernation  takes  place  in  the  larval  condition. 


Fig.  113.— SCELIPHRON 
MADRASPATANUM. 


year  in  the  plains. 
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This  species,  like  others,  is  not  allowed  to  work  and  increase  un¬ 
molested  but  has  enemies  which  prey  upon  it.  Chrysis  fuscipennis,  Br., 
Hedychrydium  rugosum,  Sm.,  and  an  undescribed  Chrysis  are  found  in 
the  cells  ;  a  Tachinid  fly,  of  which  as  many  as  six  maggots  are  found  in 
one  cell  ;  a  Bombyliid  (Hyperalonia  sphynx)  is  found  in  the  pupal 
cocoon  and  in  this  case  the  pupa  of  the  fly  forces  itself  through  the  ma¬ 
sonry  so  far  as  to  allow  of  the  emergence  of  the  fly  to  the  outside  ;  finally, 
a  Mutilla  has  been  once  reared  from  this  species,  unfortunately  only  a 
male. 

This  wasp  is  the  subject  of  a  curious  belief  in  the  Punjab  ;  it  has 
been  noticed  that  it  stores  spiders  and  that  eventually  a  wasp  like  itself 
is  produced  ;  not  knowing  what  occurs  in  the  cell,  it  is  commonly  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  wasp  has  the  miraculous  power  of  imparting  its  shape 
and  colour  to  the  spiders,  and  that  each  spider  reappears  in  the  new 
form. 

G.  R.  Dutt,  who  has  studied  this  wasp  at  Pusa,  once  removed  the 
cells  of  a  nearly  completed  nest  which  only  required  covering  with  mud  ; 
the  wasp  had  made  two  cells,  and  had  commenced  bringing  mud  to 
plaster  all  over  them  when  this  was  done ;  she  however  continued  to 
r  bring  mud  and  to  plaster  it  over  the  marks 


left  on  the  wall  until  she  had  produced  the 
same  appearance  as  she  would  have  had 
the  cells  still  been  there,  apparently  un¬ 


aware  that  the  cells  had  been  removed. 
The  student  should  read  the  parallel  cases 
described  by  Fabre,  and  translated  in 


Insect  Life.” 


Fig.  114.— SCELIPHRON  BILI- 
XEATYM  CFJ.r.  X  2. 


Sceliphron  eoromandelicum,  Lep.,  is  a 
large  species,  of  similar  habits  to  the  above. 
There  are  one  to  seven  cells  (rarely  up 
to  12)  in  the  nest,  which  is  placed  in  build¬ 
ings  or  on  trees.  It  has  similar  parasites, 
and  a  Chalcid  parasitises  the  Chrysid 
parasite,  thus  adding  to  the  complicated 
fauna  that  centres  round  these  nests. 
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S.  bilineatum,  Sm.,  is  recorded  from  Western  India,  but  occurs  also 
in  Behar.  It  constructs  single  cylindrical  cells  (Fig.  114)  which  it  finishes 
by  adding  mud  till  the  cell  is  smoothed  over  completely.  The  life 
history  occupies  about,  a  month  and  this  species  is  also  extensively 
parasitised. 

S.  violaceum,  F.,  is  the  common  blue  species  which  nests  in  houses, 
making  no  cell  but  taking  advantage  of  natural  holes,  which  it  commonly 
closes  with  lime  or  plaster  in  preference  to  mud.  It  has  been  seen  to 
utilise  screw  and  nail  holes  in  wood,  bores  in  bamboos,  the  central  hollow 
of  a  cotton  reel,  the  tubular  cavity  of  the  handle  of  a  cycle  pump,  and 
holes  into  which  bolts  were  to  fasten.  It  has  also  been  found  in  the 
empty  cells  of  S.  madraspatanum ,  its  larval  cocoon  being  smaller  than 
that  of  the  latter.  It  is  possibly  the  insect  referred  to  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  Lahore  Divisional  orders  : — The  Ichneumon  fly  is  particularly 
active  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  barrels  of  rifles  becoming  unserviceable  from  the  rings  of 
corrosion  which  invariably  follow  if  the  clay  plug  is  not  at  once  re¬ 
moved.  The  fly  will  build  a  complete  nest  within  24  hours,  and  every 
barrel  should  be  looked  through  at  least  once  daily  to  ensure  its  being- 
free  from  this  pest.  (Statesman,  28th  April,  1909.) 

Sphex  includes  larger  insects  with  a  shorter  petiole,  best  known 
from  the  very  common  green  metallic  species  S.  lohatus  Fabr.  (Fig.  108) 
which  preys  on  the  big  cricket  Brachytrypes  aehatinus ,  Stoll.  Its  habits 

have  been  described  elsewhere  (Journ. 
Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XV,  p.  531)  ;  it 
has  a  curious  habit  of  biting  out  a  portion 
of  the  pronotum  of  its  prey  after  it  has 
paralysed  it  by  stinging.  It  is  seen  actively 
at  work  from  April  to  August  ;  possibly 
the  crickets  are  not  sufficiently  large  before 
the  end  of  April,  necessitating  a  longer  rest 
than  that  of  other  species. 

Ampulex  compressa,  Fabr.,  is  a  very 
beautiful  insect,  common  in  the  plains.  In 
Pusa  this  insect  is  purely  arboreal  in 

j'ijr,  1  lo. _ Ampulex  compressa  habitat.  The  chief  haunts  are  the 

trunks  of  old  Peepul  ( Ficus  reliyiosa)  and 
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Fig  trees,  which  possess  numerous  holes  and  chinks.  It  is  not  an  un¬ 
common  sight  to  see  an  Ampulex  hurrying  along  the  tree  trunk  search¬ 
ing  hole  after  hole  for  cockroaches  and  occasionally  flying  to  a  distant 
branch  only  to  return  and  continue  the  search  in  a  few  seconds.  As  far 
as  observed,  this  species  confines  itself  exclusively  to  species  of  Peri- 
planeta  for  its  prey.  The  specimen  of  Periplaneta  is  invariably  bigger 
in  size  than  the  wasp  itself.  This  wasp  does  not  construct  any  nest, 
but  generally  makes  use  of  some  empty  hole  on  the  trunk  of  the  tree, 
wherein  it  drags  its  captive.  The  manoeuvres  employed  in  capturing 
and  paralysing  the  cockroach  are  almost  the  same  as  in  Pompilids,  but 
here  there  is  not  so  much  careful  tact  and  dexterity  displayed  on  the 
part  of  the  wasp  in  dealing  with  the  cockroach.  The  reason  apparently 
is  that  the  cockroach  is  not  armed  with  any  poisonous  weapons  ;  it  has 
to  depend  solely  on  its  active  motions  and  irritating  spines  for  defence. 
Unlike  the  Pompilid  and  spider  fight,  the  scene  of  the  combat  often 
changes,  the  cockroach  taking  to  its  wings  very  often.  The  fight  is 
simply  a  pursuit  of  the  desperately  flying  blattid  on  the  part  of  the 
wasp  and  the  moment  it  manages  to  alight  on  the  back  of  the  captive, 
the  latter  submits.  The  wasp  loses  no  time  in  administering  the  sting. 
The  sting  is  thrust  along  the  side  of  the  big  prothorax  and  reaches  the 
oesophageal  ganglia.  The  cockroach  does  not,  however,  appear  much 
the  worse  after  the  sting,  and  if  the  wasp  after  this  so-called  paralysing 
strays  away  in  search  of  a  hole,  the  cockroach  manages  to  slip  away 
slowly  into  some  adjacent  hiding  place.  This  has  been  observed  more 
than  once. 

One  species  of  Stigmus  has  been  observed  by  Dudgeon  to  store 
Aphides  in  holes  in  wood  made  by  a  boring  beetle.  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist. 
Soc.  XV,  p.  12.)  S.  congruus,  Wlk.,  and/S.  nigripes,  Motsch.,  have  been 
observed  collecting  aphids  in  Behar.  Gorytes  alipes,  Bingh.,isnot  un¬ 
common  in  Western  India  ;  we  have  observed  it  burrowing  in  the  damp 
soil  of  flower  pots,  the  burrows  nearly  two  inches  deep,  and  stocked 
with  the  very  common  Fulgorid,  Dictyophara  lineata,  Don.  Gorytes 
pictus,  Sm.,  has  been  observed  to  visit  the  rolled  up  sissoo  leaves  inhab¬ 
ited  by  the  larva  of  Apoderus  blandus  (Curculionidae),  but  the  observer 
was  unable  to  determine  that  the  larva  was  carried  off.  It  is  possible 
that,  since  the  weevil  larva  is  in  a  case,  this  species  paralyses  it  and 
lays  an  egg  on  it,  thus  not  requiring  a  nest. 
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Stizus  includes  wasp-like  insects  whose  habits  are  unknown  ; 
S.  rufescens,  Sm.  (Plate  X,  Fig.  12),  is  common  in  the  plains,  and  some¬ 
times  comes  in  numbers  to  dig  in  the  ground  in  flat  places  near  houses. 

Philanthus  pulcherrimus,  Smith  (Plate  X,  Fig.  13).  This  wasp  is 
common  at  Pusa  during  the  months  of  March  and  April.  It  is  usually 
found  on  flowering  plants,  on  the  flowers  of  which  bees  are  also  hovering. 
This  wasp  attacks  them,  stings  them  and  then  flies  with  them  to  the 
nest.  The  bee  is  held  by  the  wasp  below  the  thorax  between  the  legs. 
Nests  of  this  wasp  are  in  sandy  banks,  and  are  in  the  form  of  long  narrow 
tunnels.  Females  were  observed  bringing  bees  (generally  belonging 
to  the  genera  Halictus,  Ceratina  and  Apis)  to  their  nests  and  the  choice 
seems  restricted  to  the  family  Apidae. 

Bernbex  sulphur escens,  Dahlb.,  is  another  wasp -like  insect,  robust, 
coloured  in  yellow  and  black.  Bernbex  makes  burrows,  which  it  is  be¬ 


lieved  to  keep  open,  feeding  the  young 
daily  with  fresh  Diptera  ;  this  is  an 
interesting  habit,  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  habits  of  the  Indian  species 
will  be  observed.  This  species  is 
usually  found  flying  over  the  soft 
sand  by  rivers,  etc. 


Fig.  116,-Bembex  sulphurescens.  Cerceris  is  stated  to  be  predaceous 

upon  beetles  principally  Chrysomelidce, 
in  India;  they  are  small  wasp-like  insects;  C.  pictiventris,  Dahlb., 
C.  instabilis,  Smith,  and  C.  flavopicta,  Sm.,  are  the  most  com¬ 
mon.  Oxybelus  is  smaller  with  several  species,  none  known  to  be  widely 
spread.  0.  squamosus,  Sm.,  has  been  observed  by  Purushottam  Patel 
to  collect  the  biting  fly  Stomoxys  calcitrans  and  also  the  common 
housefly  (Mu sea ,  sp.),  and  carry  them  off  to  provision  its  nest  which  is 
in  the  form  of  an  oblique  tunnel  in  sandy  soil. 

Crabro  buddha,  Cam.,  is  a  small  black  and  yellow  species,  which 
has  been  reared  from  pupae  in  a  tree.  C.  bellula,  Cam.,  has  been  seen 
nesting  in  wet  soil  in  a  garden  in  Western  India.  C.  orientalis ,  Cam.,  is 
similar,  and  has  been  reared  from  pupae  found  in  tunnels  in  a  dry  mango 
branch.  The  dry  wood  was  bored  through  extremely  thoroughly  and 
IXL  14 
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contained  large  numbers  of  cells  packed  with  Diptera  ;  a  Mutillid  (Mu- 
tilla  discreta ,  Cam.),  was  reared  from  one  of  the  cells.  Bingham  remarks 
that  he  saw  a  Crabro  carrying  oh  Aphides,  as  do  the  European  species 
and  this  is  likely  to  be  the  habit  of  some  of  the  above  species.  Nurse 
records  rearing  C.  halucha,  Nrse.,  from  hollow  reed  stems  in  which  it 
had  stored  “  houseflies.”  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XV,  p.  16.) 
G.  ardens ,  Cam.,  was  observed  in  Pusa  to  have  stored  its  nest  with  small 
flies  and  two  species  of  Crabro  were  observed  carrying  off  aphides  from 
a  Capsicum  plant  in  a  house. 

Eumenid^e. 

Wings  folded  longitudinally ,  middle  tibice  with  one  spine 
at  the  apex ,  the  claws  dentate. 

These  wasps  include  the  small  slender  Odyneri  measuring  as  little 
as  a  third  of  an  inch  in  length  and  the  large  robust  Eumenes  which  occa- 


Fig.  117. ---Eumenes  esuriens  with  one  finished 

AND  THREE  INCOMPLETE  CELLS  (SIC)j 
( From  Horne.) 


sionally  measure  over  an  inch.  The  colouring  is  commonly  warning 
and  the  females  have  a  formidable  sting.  In  some  the  petiole 
is  well  marked  and  long,  in  others  it  is  less  noticeable.  The  antennae 
are  of  moderate  length,  with  12  joints  in  the  male,  13  joints  in  the  female. 
The  pronotum  reaches  the  base  of  the  wings ;  the  legs  are  of  moderate 
length  and  slender.  All  are  winged  in  both  sexes  and  the  females  are 
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commonly  seen  engaged  in  making  or  provisioning  the  cells  for  their 
young. 

The  life  history  of  no  Indian  species  has  been  really  studied  in  great 
detail  though  1  he  habits  of  some  of  the  species  are  known.  These  insects 
have  the  habits  of  the  typical  stinging  predators,  paralysing  insects 
with  their  sting  and  laying  them  up  for  their  young  to  feed  on.  Our 
Indian  species  are  solitary  and  make  cells,  not  nests.  They  are  bene¬ 
ficial  in  that  they  destroy  caterpillars,  but  their  influence  is  probably 
not  very  great  as  their  numbers  are  not  very  large. 

Bingham  enumerates  nine  genera  as  Indian,  of  which  all  but  three 
will  be  found  in  the  plains.  Eumenes  is  the  important  genus,  contain¬ 
ing  the  well-known  4  4  potters,”  which  prepare  mud  cells  in  houses  and 
store  these  with  caterpillars.  R.  C.  Wroughton  describes  rearing  II 
cells,  of  which  three  yielded  parasitic  beetles  (Mordellidce),  three  Chry- 
sidce,  two  flies  and  only  three  were  unparasitized  and  produced  Eumenes. 

An  account  of  the  habits  of  Indo -Malayan  Eumenidce  by  Mons. 
Maindron  will  be  found  in  Ann.  Soc.'  Ent.  Fr.  1882,  pp.  69,  169,  267  and 
1885,  219  ;  the  latter  refers  to  E.  petiolata  only.  Horne  also  has  notes 
on  the  habits  of  Eumenids.  The  readers  should  see  the  account  of 
Eumenes  dimidiatipennis,  Sss.,  by  Lt.-Col.  Cretin  (in  Jo  urn.  Bombay 
Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XIY,  p.  820),  which  is  a  model  of  what  such  observa¬ 
tions  should  be. 

Some  are  extremely  common  in  houses  and  are  a  serious  nuisance 
owing  to  the  spots  chosen  for  nest  building.  E.  petiolata,  Fabr.,  E 


118.— Eumenes  petiolata. 


m 


dimidiati'pennis ,  Sss.,  E. 
esuriens,  Fabr.,  and  E. 
conica,  Fabr.,  are  common 
and  may  be  looked  for 
everywhere.  Eumenes  coni¬ 
ca,  Fabr.,  makes  its  mud 
cells  on  walls,  window 
frames,  cement  floors,  etc., 
in  houses.  A  single  nest 
consists  of  seven  to  ten 
cells,  each  of  which  is 
round  in  plan,  semi-elliptica 
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in  section.  In  making  a  cell,  the  wasp  brings  a  pellet  of  mnd  and 
spreads  it  out  in  a  curve  ;  she  brings  more  and  more,  working  it  all  up 
into  a  wall  rising  from  the  base  she  builds  on,  and  curving  inwards  till 
there  is  a  small  round  aperture  left ;  she  then  puts  on  a  neat  rim  (Fig.  117) 
and  the  cell  has  just  the  appearance  of  the  upper  half  of  an  ordinary 
Indian  gylah  (water- jar).  Through  the  opening  she  slips  paralysed 
caterpillars,  usually  green  semiloopers  (Plate  X,  Figs.  1,  2);  if  they  are 
large,  three  to  five  is  enough  ;  if  not,  as  many  as  eight  are  put  in.  The 
egg  is  laid  before  the  caterpillars  are  put  in  and  hangs  by  a  thread  from 
the  roof  of  the  cell ;  when  the  cell  is  stocked  the  rim  is  demolished  and 
the  cell  closed  ;  another  is  then  begun  above  and  when  the  full  number 
are  made,  the  whole  is  finished  off  with  mud  evenly.  The  wasp  is  very 
sensitive  to  disturbance  and  readily  abandons  the  cells  ;  if  the  cell  is 
more  than  half  stocked,  the  transformation  still  takes  place  though  the 
wasp  is  of  a  much  smaller  size.  When  a  cell  is  partly  demolished  and 
left  undisturbed,  the  wasp  will  often  repair  the  damage  and  in  this  res¬ 
pect  she  shows  a  much  less  fixity  of  instinct  than  does  Sceliphron  for 
instance.  The  complete  making,  storing  and  closing  of  a  cell  usually 
occupies  one  day. 

The  egg  is  a  delicate  white  object,  about  4  m.m.  long  and  hanging 
by  a  stalk  about  1*5  m.m.  long.  On  hatching  the  larva  puts  out  its 
head  but  does  not  leave  the  egg  shell  so  long  as  it  can  feed  from  it ; 
it  attacks  the  nearest  caterpillar  and  only  when  it  has  grown  a  little 
does  it  leave  the  egg  shell  completely.  When  it  has  eaten  all  the  cater¬ 
pillars  it  spins  a  delicate  cocoon,  pupates  and  emerges.  The  imago  then 
cuts  through  the  cell  and  escapes.  Chrysis  orientalis,  Guer.,  Stilbum 
cyanurum,  Forst.,  Chrysis  fuscipennis,  Br.,  and  a  Tachinid  parasitise  this 
species,  and  in  one  case  every  cell  of  a  nest  of  ten  contained  a  Chrysid. 
Eumenes  edwardsii  has  been  reared  from  a  clay  cell,  oval  with  rounded 
ends,  found  on  a  blade  of  grass. 

Rhynchium  has  similar  habits,  collecting  caterpillars,  and  is  found 
everywhere  :  the  common  species  are  R.  hwmorrhoidale,  Fabr.,  R.  brun- 
neum,  Fabr.,  R.  abdominale,  Ulig.,  and  R.  nitidulum,  Fabr.  The  last 
makes  a  cluster  of  up  to  25  oval  cells  coated  with  black  gummy  mate¬ 
rial  in  which  are  stored  her  prey.  R.  brunneum ,  F.,  stores  her  nest  with 


VESPID^. 


213 


the  caterpillars  of  the  Pyralid,  Marasmia  trapezalis,  Guer.  Chalcid 
parasites  attack  these  species.  (Pig.  119.) 

Odynerus  is  believed  to 
store  caterpillars  in  holes 
or  in  small  mud  nests. 
Most  are  small  insects,  black 
and  yellow  in  colour,  with¬ 
out  a  petiole.  A  number 
of  species  are  recorded,  few 
of  which  are  known  to  be 
widespread. 

0.  punctum ,  Fabr.,  and 
0.  ovalis,  Sss.,  are  likely  to 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  plains.  0.  punctum  has  been  observed  by 
T.  V.  R.  Aiyar  to  utilise  the  holes  bored  in  chairs  to  fix  the  cane  in, 
when  the  cane  is  broken  and  the  hole  empty  ;  this  hole  she  fills  with 
small  caterpillars,  after  which  she  closes  it  with  mud.  The  same  ob¬ 
server  noted  the  latter  carrying  off  the  larva  of  the  Groundnut  Leaf 
Miner  (Anacampsis  nerteria,  Meyr)  to  store  in  her  nest. 

Vespidje. — W  asps. 

Wings  longitudinally  folded  in  repose.  Middle  tibice  with  two 
terminal  spurs  ;  claws  simple. 

These  are  small  to  large  insects,  with  warning  colouration  of  an 
evident  kind.  The  petiole  is  usually  long  and  slender,  the  legs  of  moder¬ 
ate  size,  the  pronotal  angles  reaching 
the  insertion  of  the  wings.  The  fore 
tibia  bears  a  cleaning  comb  through 
which  the  antennae  is  drawn,  as  is  also 
the  case  in  Formicidce.  The  females 
have  one  more  joint  (13)  in  the  an¬ 
tennae  than  the  males  and  one  less 
abdominal  segment  (6)  but  are  other¬ 
wise  similar.  In  the  majority  of  the 
species,  social  habits  are  observed  ;  the  nest  may  last  more  than  one 
season,  but  in  our  common  species  this  is  not  usually  the  case  though 


Fig.  120.  — ICARIA  FERKUGINEA. 


Fig.  119.  —  llHYNCHIUM  NITIDULUM  NEST. 
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successive  communities  may  continue  nests  in  the  same  spot. 
Workers,. i.e.,  imperfect  females,  are  found  in  the  more  highly  organised 
communities  and  a  nest  may  contain  a  large  number  of  individuals. 
Owing  to  the  ferocity  of  their  disposition  and  the  virulence  of  their 
stings,  precise  observations  have  not  been  made  into  the  habits  of  these 
insects  in  India  and  little  is  known  of  them. 


Nests  are  commonly  made  of  papery  material  consisting  of  chewed 
vegetable  fibre.  Polistes  hebrceus  may  often  be  seen  working  at  dry 


posts  or  trunks  from  which  the  bark  has  been  stripped,  first  moistening 
a  spot,  then  working  off  the  fibre  and  taking  it  away.  A  nest  consists 
of  cells  of  hexagonal  form,  hanging  with  the  opening  downwards ;  in 
the  simple  nests  of  Icaria  there  are  two  rows  of  cells  only;  in  the 
more  complex  nests  of  Polistes ,  the  cells  form  horizontal  combs,  hung 
by  stalks,  and  with  a  diameter  of  six  or  more  inches  in  rare  cases ;  there 
may  be  one  comb  below  another  but  the  combs  are  open  all  round.  In 
Vespa ,  there  is  an  envelope,  the  nest  completely  enclosed  and  with  the 
combs  inside  clear  of  the  envelope  so  that  there  is  access  to  each  comb 
all  round ;  in  others  the  comb  is  attached  to  the  envelope  and  access  is 
gained  by  a  central  space  passing  up  through  the  combs. 

The  wasps  feed  on  caterpillars,  mantid.s,  bugs,  grasshoppers,  beetles 
and  other  insects  and  some  constantly  seek  for  fruit  juice,  sugar,  sweets 
and  such  material.  The  young  are  fed  up  on  the  crushed  insects 
brought  home  by  the  parent  or  worker,  but  few  details  have  been 
recorded.  The  number  of  caterpillars  these  wasps  eat  is  apparently 
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PLATE  XI. — Vespa  Orientals. 

Combs  removed  from  the  envelope.  Reduced  about  three  times. 


PLATE  XI 


Vespa  Orientalis. 
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very  large  indeed  and  large  nests  probably  exercise  a  considerable 
influence  in  keeping  caterpillars  down.  The  females  hibernate  in  shelter 
in  the  colder  parts  of  India  for  about  two  months  or  longer  and  it  is  at 
this  time  they  are  found  in  houses.  Wasps  have  a  distinct  economic 
value  as  predaceous  insects  but  are  in  some  cases  not  welcome 
neighbours.  The  !  |  hornets  ”  which  attack  persons  in  India  are  species 
of  Vespa  whose  nest  has  been  disturbed  and  their  stings  have  been 
known  to  cause  death. 

Of  this  family,  7  genera  and  nearly  fifty  species  are  recorded  as 
Indian.  Bingham  figures  the  nests  of  two  species  of  Ischnogaster,  one 
solitary,  one  social,  and  regards  this  genus  as  the  link  between  the 
solitary  Eumenids  and  the  social  Yespids  (Journ.  Bombay  Nat.  His. 
Soc.  V,  p.  244). 

Icaria  ferruginea ,  Fabr.  (Fig.  120),  is  one  of  the  common  species  in 
the  plains  ;  it  is  the  red-brown  wasp  with  the  yellow  band  across  the 
second  abdominal  segment  found  commonly  in  Bombay  and  the 
Central  Provinces.  The  hanging  nest  consists  of  a  small  number 
of  delicate  elongate  cells.  (Fig.  121.)  Polistes  hebrceus ,  Fabr.,  is  the 
common  insect  making  hanging  nests  in  the  verandahs  of  houses  and 
in  similar  sheltered  spots.  This  species  has  been  to  some  extent 
observed;  the  fertilised  females  hide  away  in  cracks  and  chinks  in 
verandahs,  roofs,  trees,  etc.,  in  November ;  we  have  seen  numbers 
of  them  flying  about  seeking  a  refuge  and  they  fight  freely  when 
two  are  trying  the  same  spot.  Here  they  remain  all  the  cold 
weather,  emerging  as  the  warm  weather  commences  in  March.  In 
1907  they  emerged  as  early  as  the  third  week  of  February,  as  did 
other  hibernating  Aculeates.  The  female  then  builds  the  nest,  lays  eggs 
in  it  and  rears  the  young  till  they  emerge  to  help  her;  larger  nests  are 
then  made  and  these  may  last  until  later  in  the  year  or  new  nests  may 
be  begun  by  single  females  at  any  time.  This  insect  has  been  reported 
from  Peshawar  as  being  so  abundant  in  the  Field  Telegraph  Stores  that 
these  could  not  be  removed  and  as  rendering  houses  uninhabitable  in  the 
Deccan  by  nesting  in  the  verandahs.  The  nests  are  the  habitat  of  a 
Pyralid  larva  (Hypsopygia  Mauritialis ,  Guen.)  which  feeds  on  the  larvae 
(see  below). 
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Polistes  stigma ,  Fabr.,  is  the  only  other  common  species  of  this  genus 
and  it  has  been  observed  to  nest  in  trees.  Next  to  the  yellow  wasp  (P. 
hebrceus)  this  is  the  commonest  of  the  genus  in  Pusa  and  the  only  other 
species  often  come  across.  We  have  found  this  insect  attaching  its  slen¬ 
der  paper  nest  made  up  of  five  or  six  hexagonal  cells  to  the  branches  of 
trees  overhanging  the  river. 

Vespa  includes  the  large  wasps  common  in  towns  at  sweetmeats 
and  wherever  sweet  stuff  is  to  be  obtained.  Vespa  cincta ,  Fabr.,  and 
F.  orientalis ,  F.,  are  the  common  plains  species;  the  very  large  F.  magni- 
fica,  Sm.,  and  F.  ducalis,  Sm.,  are  notable  hill  species.  Vespa  cincta , 
Fabr.,  is  not  as  common  as  F.  orientalis,  F.  It  is  found  generally  in 
thick  forest.  It  makes  its  nest  in  the  holes  of  big  fig  and  other  forest 
trees  and  has  been  observed  to  attack  the  nests  of  Polistes  hebrceus  and 
carry  off  the  larvae  from  the  cells,  the  Polistes  making  no  opposition. 

Vespa  orientalis,  F.,  has  also  been  observed  hiding  away  for  the  winter 
in  holes  in  buildings.  Bingham  states  that  the  nests  are  in  trees  or  at 
the  foot  of  a  tree  or  attached  to  the  beams  of  a  house.  Their  stings  are, 
as  he  remarks,  very  painful  and  to  be  avoided  if  possible.  There  are 
many  obscure  points  about  this  insect  and  we  would  like  to  see  it  pro¬ 
perly  investigated.  It  is  the  commonest  of  the  species  in  India  and  is 
fond  of  selecting  old  buildings  and  walls  to  construct  its  combs  (Plate 
XI)  when  many  individuals  are  employed  in  the  work.  These  nests  are 
sometimes  very  large  and  extend  far  into  loose  masonry  in  old  buildings, 
the  communities  being  very  populous.  They  are,  in  the  colder  parts  of 
the  plains,  abandoned  yearly,  the  fertilised  females  hiding  away  till  the 
cold  passes  and  then  starting  again  ;  in  this  way  the  same  nest  may  be 
tenanted  year  after  year.  In  sweetmeat  stalls  in  bazaars  this  is  a  pest, 
perching  on  the  exposed  sweet  stuffs  in  numbers,  but  it  is  curious  to  find 
that  it  injures  no  one,  though  driven  away  now  and  then. 

1  CoLLETIHjE. 

Tongue  emarginate  at  apex,  short  and  broad. 

This  is  a  small  family  of  somewhat  rare  insects  which  are  not  social. 
They  are  of  small  size,  all  black  in  colour  and  inconspicuous.  Two  gene¬ 
ra  and  ten  species  are  known  from  India  and  of  these  none  can  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  common  or  widespread  in  the  plains.  Prosopis  mixta,  Sm.,  is 
perhaps  the  most  common  and  will  probably  be  found  more  widely. 
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Nine  species  are  included  in  this  genus  and  a  single  Colletes  ( C . 
dudgeonii ,  Bingh.)  has  been  found  in  Sikkim. 

Apidjs. — Bees. 

Tongue  acute ,  not  emarginate.  The  thorax  with  branched 
hairs ,  the  basal  tarsal  joint  dilated. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  recognise  a  bee  at  a  glance  and  a  fair  know¬ 
ledge  of  other  Aculeates  enables  one,  by  elimination,  to  place  doubtful 
forms.  Actually  the  group  is  not  well  defined  structurally  though  it  is 
so  on  a  combined  appreciation  of  habits  and  structure.  Bees  are  of  small 
to  moderately  large  size,  their  colours  often  dull,  often  more  or  less  warn¬ 
ing.  The  head  is  well  developed,  usually  with  three  ocelli;  the  antennae 
are  of  moderate  length  with  a  scape  and  a  flagellum  ;  the  mouthparts  are 
of  varied  form  but  include  a  pair  of  cutting  mandibles,  a  lower  lip  and 
maxillae  which  form  the  tongue,  often  very  long,  and  two  pairs  of  palpi  ; 
there  is  great  variety  in  these  mouthparts  and  they  are  of  value  in  the 
classification.  Bees  utilise  their  trophi  in  a  great  variety  of  ways  which 
are  really  very  little  understood  but  they  are  essentially  modified  biting 
mouthparts  of  great  complexity  with  the  lower  lip  functioning  as  a  lap¬ 
ping  organ  for  imbibing  liquid.  The  thorax  forms  a  compact  mass  and  is 
highly  chitinised;  the  abdomen  is  oval,  the  petiole  short  and  not  notice¬ 
able.  The  ventral  surface  bears  the  scopa  or  pollen -collecting  brush  in 
those  species  which  collect  pollen  in  this  way.  The  legs  are  short,  hairy 
and  the  hind  tibia  and  basal  joint  of  the  tarsus  are  dilated  and  densely 
pubescent  for  carrying  pollen.  The  use  to  which  most  aculeates  put  the 
hairs  is  for  cleaning  antennae  and  other  parts  ;  pollen-collecting  hairs  may 
be  modified  cleaning  hairs. 

The  Apidce  include  social  and  solitary  species,  the  social  instinct 
being  well  developed  in  Apis  in  particular  though  perhaps  to  a  less  degree 
than  in  some  Termites  and  ants.  The  majority  have  essentially  the 
same  habits  and  life  history ;  the  females  collect  nectar  and  pollen  of 
flowers  to  feed  themselves,  to  feed  their  young  or  to  store  up  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  young.  A  minority  are  parasitic,  laying  their  eggs  in  the 
nests  of  their  more  energetic  food-storing  brethren. 

Ip  the  simpler  cases,  as  in  Megachile ,  each  bee  makes  a  solitary  nest, 
preparing  one  cell  at  a  time,  filling  it  with  a  paste  of  honey  and  pollen, 
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and  laying  an  egg  in  it  ;  we  then  find  species  which  live  in  rnminon 
burrow  with  separate  cells,  (Halictus)  or  which  prepare  a  number  of  cells 
in  one  place  and  have  a  4  4  nest  ’ 5  which  suffices  for  one  or  more  c  unplete 
broods  ( Xylocopci ,  Anthophora) ;  finally  we  find  the  higher  sock  forms 
in  which  a  nest  contains  not  only  sexual  individuals  but  imperfec  5  wing¬ 
ed  females  which  carry  on  the  nest,  the  reproduction  being  limited  to  a 
small  number  of  individuals,  and  the  multiplication  of  nests  taking  place 
in  the  highest  forms  by  the  joint  efforts  of  workers  and  sexual  individuals. 
Xylocopa  is  an  instance,  but  in  this  genus  the  community  lives  for  one 
year  only,  the  impregnated  queens  living  over  the  winter ;  the  honey 
bees  are  the  highest  social  forms,  with  however  only  three  classes  of 
individuals,  males  (drones),  females  (queens)  and  imperfect  females 
(workers);  in  these  forms  the  nests  are  more  permanent,  and  continue  for 
an  unknown  period  in  some  cases,  or  if  the  actual  comb  is  deserted, 
the  community  goes  on.  In  all  cases  the  larva  is  helpless  and  must  either 
be  fed  or  be  prodded  beforehand  with  a  supply  of  food,  either  for  r s 
own  use  or  hat  of  its  host  if  it  be  a  “parasite.”  There  is  tht 
no  free  life  history  and  the  activities  of  these  insects  are  confined  to 
the  adults. 

With  nearly  thirty  genera  and  a  large  number  of  species  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  m  mtior  more  than  those  species  which  are  likely  to  be 
found  generally  in  the  plains.  The  student  must  consult  Bingham’s 
Fauna  of  India  for  descriptions  of  species. 

Halictus  is  a  small  bee  with  many  hill  species,  and  a  few  plains  ones 
which  nest  in  wet  soil.  The  presence  of  an  anal  rima  in  the  female  dis¬ 
tinguishes  them.  H.  senescens,  Sm.,  is  a  common  plains  form. 

Nomia  is  the  next  genus  (we  omit  Sphecodes  and  Andrena)  contain¬ 
ing  common  insects  :  N.  elliotii,  Sm.,  and  N.  oxybeloides,  Sm.,  are 
black  with  silvery  white  pubescence;  the  known  species  nest  in  earth, 
carrying  pollen  on  their  hind  legs  to  stock  the  cells.  The  nests  of  N. 
westwoodi  are  found  in  damp  soil  in  flower  boxes  and  gardens,  about  four 
inches  below  the  surface.  Lithurgus  atraius ,  Sm.,  is  the  bee  that 
visits  cotton  flowers  so  persistently  ;  the  habits  of  L.  dentipes ,  Sm.,  are 
described  by  Horne  (Trans.  Zool.  Soc.,  VII,  p.  175). 


PLATE  XII. — Megachile  Anthracina. 

The  Black  Leaf-cutting  Bee. 

!•  Part  of  a  series  of  leaf-cells  taken  from  a  hollow  branch. 

2.  A  single  cell  opened  to  show  the  larva  feeding  on  the  pollen- 

mass. 

3.  Full-grown  larva. 

4.  Cocoon,  after  the  leaf  covering  is  stripped  off. 

5.  Cocoon,  after  emergence  of  the  bee. 

6.  Imago,  female. 

7.  Leaf  of  Pigeon  pea  ( Cajanus  indicus)  from  which  an  oval 

side-piece  (above)  and  a  round  end-piece  for  the  cell  have 
been  cut. 

8.  Complete  series  of  eight  cells  in  a  tunnel  in  a  branch  ;  two 
of  last  year’s  cocoons,  without  leaf  covering,  are  shown 
beside. 

Imago,  male. 


9. 


THE  BLACK  LEAF-CUTTING  BEE. 


*  €ngraved  and  printed^ 

6y  Zhe  Calcutta*  phototype  Cc, 
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Megachile  includes  the  very  familiar  bee. that  builds  mud  cells  in  our 
houses  in  any  tubular  cavity  that  offers  itself.  The  work  of  the  leaf-cut- 


Fig.  122.— Cells  of  megachile  lanata,  x  1. 


ting  species  is  well  known,  though  we  doubt  if  many  people  have  seen 
these  insects  at  work.  M.  anthracina ,  Sm.,  is  the  common  leaf- cutting 
bee  of  the  plains,  which  cuts  neat  pieces  out  of  the  stiff  leaves  of  rose, 
Bauhinia  and  pigeon  pea.  These  it  takes  away  to  line  its  cells,  which  it 
fills  with  pollen  paste.  We  figure  the  cells  of  these  species  found  in  a 
tree.  (Plate  XII.)  A  point  of  interest  in  this  species  is  that  it  is  found 
as  an  imago  only  after  the  rains,  i.e.}  October  and  November.  In  capti¬ 
vity  the  larvae  rested  from  December  to  September  in  the  cell.  This  is 
the  case  in  Behar,  but  it  may  not  be  true  of  all  India.  M.  disjuncta, 
Fabr.,  is  also  common  and  makes  mud  cells  filled  with  paste.  It  has  the 
base  of  the  abdomen  covered  with  whitish  pubescence.  The  commonest 
species  is  M.  lanata ,  Fabr.,  with  base  of  the  abdomen  red-brown  ;  this 
builds  the  mud  cells  (Fig.  122)  in  houses  and  also,  as  doesdf.  disjuncta ,  in 
soil.  In  the  former  case,  a  mud  cell  is  made,  in  the  latter  case,  a  casing 
of  leaves  is  applied  to  the  sides  of  the  burrow  direct.  It  is  common  both 
in  the  dry  hot  weather  and  after  the  rains.  M.  conjuncta,  Sm.,  makes 
its  leaf  cells  in  a  hollow  bamboo.  Megachile  lanata  is  attacked  by 
mites,  which  fix  themselves  to  the  larval  integument  and  draw  in  fluid 
so  that  their  abdomen  becomes  immensely  dilated  after  the  manner  of 
the  ‘  honey  pot  ’  ants  (Myrmecocystus). 
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Parevaspis  is  a  parasitic  bee  found  in  tbe  nests  of  Megachile  ;  Pare - 

vaspis  carbonaria,  Sm.,  is  tbe  common  Indian  species.  Ceratina  viridis- 

sima,  D.  T.,  is  tbe  delightful  little  metallic  green 

bee  that  tunnels  in  dry  stems  and  lays  up  food 

there  ;  it  is  common  throughout  India.  (Plate 

XIII,  Fig.  4.)  The  pupa  is  not  in  a  cocoon  but 

simply  lies  free  in  the  cell  separated  by  a  wall  of 

fibre  from  its  neighbours.  (Fig.  123.)  The  egg 

of  Ceratina  (like  that  of  some  other  insects) 

increases  in  size  after  it  is  laid,  from  about  2 

m.m.  to  over  3*5  m.m.  in  length;  a  chalcid 

parasitises  the  larvae,  four  having  been  found  in 

one  cell  as  pupje.  The  larval  period  is  from  9 

to  13  days,  the  pupal  from  13  to  18  days  in 

October,  November.  G.  It.  Dutt  has  found 

a  cell  in  a  hollow  twig  in  thatch  containing  two 

larvae,  the  cell  sealed  with  black  wax,  which 

he  reared  to  Heriades  parvula,  Bingh.  This 

.  n  •  Fig.  123.— Ceratina  viri- 

little  bee  is  comparatively  rare  but  occurs  m  dissima  pupa  in  cell 

.  -p  ,  AND  EMPTY  CELL. 

Behar  as  well  as  m  Burmah.  [F.  M.  H.J 

Coelioxys  includes  the  black  bees  with  rather  sharply  tapering  ab¬ 
domen  that  one  sees  hovering  around  walls  and  buildings.  C.  basalis, 
Sm.,  is  said  by  Bingham  to  be  parasitic  upon  Megachile  lanata.  C. 
decipiens,  Spin.,  is  the  second  common  species. 

Crocisa  is  said  to  be  parasitic  upon  Anthophora  and  there  is  a  resem¬ 
blance  in  build  and  colour  between  them ;  of  the  former,  C.  histrio,  Fabr., 
and  C.  ramosa,  Lep.,  which  are  conspicuously  black  and  white  are  com¬ 
mon;  Anthophora  nests  in  the  soil;  A.  zonata,  Linn.,  and  A.  violacea, 
Lepel,  are  likely  to  be  found.  (Plate  XIII,  Figs.  5,  6.) 

Xylocopa  includes  the  familiar  large  carpenter  bees  which  make 
tunnels  in  hard  dry  wood  ;  they  are  large,  usually  black  insects,  with 
dark  wings  and  are  distinctly  the  largest  of  the  bees  in  the  plains.  X. 
cestuans,  Linn.,  in  which  the  male  is  covered  in  yellow  pubescence,  the 
female  in  black,  is  the  very  common  species,  whose  nests  may  be  seen  in 
posts  and  beams.  (Plate  XIII,  Figs.  7,  8.)  X.  fenestrata ,  Fabr.,  X.  ame- 
thystina ,  Fabr.,  and  X.  iridipennis,  Lepr.,  are  also  common.  Xylocopa 
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lenuiscapa,  Westw.,  in  Ceylon  is,  according  to  Green  (Ent.  Mo.  Mag., 
1902,  232),  the  host  of  the  Cantharid,  Cissites  Debyi,  Fairm.  He  also 
figures  there  the  cavity  in  the  base  of  the  abdomen  in  which  lives  the 
Acarid  parasite  Greenia  Parkinsi  Oudem. 

Bombus,  the  “Bumble-bee”  of  Europe,  is  entirely  a  hill  species  and 
the  beautiful  Bombi  one  sees  in  the  hills  do  not  descend  below  3,000 
feet.  (Plate  XIII,  Fig.  9.) 

The  species  of  Apis  are  the  common  honeybees,  three  species  occur¬ 
ring  in  India  wild.  These  are  readily  distinguished,  so  far  as  the  workers 
go,  by  their  size.  A.  dorsata,  Fabr.,  being  the  largest,  A.  indica,  Fabr., 
the  medium  sized  and  A.  fiorea ,  Fabr.,  the  smallest.  While  all  three  are 
common  in  India,  they  do  not  all  appear  to  occur  together;  A.  dorsata 
is  the  big  bee  that  builds  large  nests  in  the  forestand  away  from  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  A.  indica  is  common  generally  in  trees,  as  is  A.  fiorea ,  which  in  the 
plains  of  India  is  very  often  found  making  its  single  combs  in  any  conve¬ 
nient  position  on  a  building.  Bingham  mentions  A.  indica  as  the  com¬ 
monest  bee  of  Burmah,  but  fiorea  is  at  least  as  common  in  India  and 
its  nests  are  far  more  often  seen. 

A  great  deal  can  be  written  about  these  bees  and  the  reader  is  ad¬ 
vised  to  consult  Horne’s  article  in  Trans.  Zool.  Soc.,  1879,  VII,  p.  181,  as 
well  as  Hooper’s  Agricultural  Ledger  on  bees-wax.  An  English  abstract 
of  Castets’  article  on  bees  of  South  India  (Revue  des  Questions  Scienti- 
fiques,  Brussels,  October,  1893)  will  be  found  in  the  Tropical  Agriculturist, 
January,  1908,  p.  48.  It  is  of  interest  as  containing  an  account  of  the 
wild  bees,  as  also  of  Melipona  (Trigona)  iridipennis,  Smith.  For  prac¬ 
tical  directions  in  bee-keeping  in  India  Douglas’  Handbook  of  Bee-keeping 
in  India  (1884)  should  be  consulted. 

Bees  collect  pollen  from  flowers,  as  well  as  nectar,  and  some  collect 
a  resinous  matter  from  buds,  from  bark  and  other  parts  of  plants.  On 
the  two  former  they  feed  themselves  or  their  young  ;  with  the  latter 
they  make  the  nest  tight.  Wax  is  a  secretion  produced  by  young  bees 
and  used  to  make  cells  for  honey  and  comb.  About  16  to  20  pounds  of 
honey  is  said  to  be  eaten  by  young  bees  to  yield  one  pound  of  wax. 

Melipona  is  distinguished  by  having  one  cubital  cell  in  the  forewing 
only ;  it  includes  the  small  bees  which  build  nests  in  trees  and  cracks  of 
buildings  ;  they  are  often  called  Dammar  bees  from  the  dark  resinous 
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matter  they  use  in  making  their  nests.  M.  vidua ,  Lep.,  is  apparently 
the  only  Indian  species  at  all  common  and  the  genus  is  probably  found 
almost  wholly  in  forest  localities.  Horne  has  remarks  upon  the  habits  of 
M.  smithii,  Bingh.,  (Trigona  ruficornis,  Sm.),  which  he  found  at  Benares. 


INSECTS  AND  FLOWERS  IN  INDIA. 

I.  H.  Bur  kill. 

The  Xylocopas  are  the  most  important  of  flower-visiting  insects  in 
the  plains  of  India,  and  are  of  very  general  distribution.  They  have 
large  size  and  long  tongues,  and  they  visit  persistently  all  day,  and  some 
of  them  also  on  moon-lit  nights.  The  Sunn  hemp  crop  is  largely  ferti¬ 
lised  by  them,  and  possibly  the  Indian  pulses.  Cassias  in  Calcutta  are 
commonly  visited  by  one  of  them  and  many  large  showy  flowers. 

The  place  of  Xylocopa  in  the  plains  is,  in  the  hills,  taken  by  Bombas, 
whose  methods  of  work,  degree  of  persistence,  etc.,  are  more  or  less 
completely  known  from  studies  in  Europe.  Bomhus  ascends  to  the 
snows  visiting  Aconites,  balsams,  the  small  honeysuckles,  etc.,  which 
grow  high  up. 

The  genus  Antliopliora  has  species  both  in  the  region  of  Xylocopa 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  region  of  Bomhus  ;  one  of  its  species,  A. 
zonata,  does  great  service  to  plants  in  the  plains,  being  a  diligent  visitor 
often  to  flowers  a  little  less  showy  than  Xylocopa  seeks,  such  as  the 
Labiate  weeds  of  India,  and  to  flowers  into  which  it  creeps  such  as 
Costus  speciosus  or  Ruelia. 

Of  Apis  the  three  Indian  species  are  important.  They  all  seem  to 
have  the  persistence  of  the  hive  bee,  keeping  generally  to  the  same  spe¬ 
cies  of  plants  at  one  spell  of  work,  and  they  are  all  diligent  ;  but  they 
cannot  work  so  fast  as  larger  insects.  Whereas  Xylocopa  latipes  was 
observed  to  visit  30  jute  flowers  per  minute  and  Xylocopa  cestuans  to 
visit  35  jute  flowers  per  minute,  Apis  florea  visited  about  10 — 15  flowers 
per  minute  (see  Journ.  Asiatic  Soc.  Bengal,  1906,  pp.  516  and  518).  The 
rate  at  which  Apis  florea  works  on  the  extra-floral  nectaries  of  cotton  is 
about  16  fruits  per  minute.  The  short  tongue  of  Apis  florea  sends  it 
to  comparatively  insignificant  flowers.  It  is  common  in  places  on  Cor- 
chorus  (jute),  Evolvulus  and  other  flowers  about  as  broad  as  the  insect 
is  long.  In  the  drier  hills  Apis  indica  is  a  very  important  flower- 
fertilising  insect,  especially  where,  as  behind  Simla,  it  is  domesticated. 

The  effect  of  the  water-logging  of  Eastern  Bengal  on  the  flower- 
visiting  insect  fauna  might  be  very  interesting  to  study  ;  Xylocopas 
nesting  in  trees,  Apis  dorsata,  Apis  florea,  etc.,  persist  ;  but  the  ground 
nesting  species  cannot. 
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PLATE  Xm.-MimixiDJE  and  Apidjs. 


1.  Mu  til  la  poonaensis,  cocoon. 

2.  „  ,,  female. 

3.  Steganomus  nodicornis. 
Ceratina  viridissima. 

5.  Crocisa  ramosa. 

6.  Anthophora  cingulata. 

7.  Xylocopa  gestuans,  female. 

8.  ,,  „  male. 

9.  Bombus  tunicatus. 
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The  habits  of  the  flower- visiting  shorter  tongued  bees  are  for  India 
quite  unstudied.  Halictus  is  common  enough  in  some  places  and  H 
senescens  is  recorded  from  Behar  as  having  some  connection  with  thepolli 
nation  there  of  cotton.  It  is  worthy  of  passing  remark  that  in  Europe 
some  of  these  short-tongued  bees  have  been  found  to  have  the  very 
closest  inter-relations  with  particular  species  of  plants.  For  instance, 
Bryonia  is  visited  by  a  Halictus  and  by  little  else,  and  the  Halictus  hardly 
visits  anything  else,  but  the  Bryonia  flowers.  The  tongue  of  Prosopis 
is  very  short  indeed. 

Among  the  wasps,  we  find  both  long  and  short-tongued  species  ;  Ody- 
nerus  for  instance  is  long-tongued,  Vespa  short-tongued.  Vespa  seems 
to  be  not  unimportant  in  the  pollination  of  Chiretta  ( Swertia  Chirata ) 
in  Sikkim.  The  long-legged,  slow-moving  Polistes  of  the  plains  go  to 
exposed  honey.  Sphegids,  Pompilids  and  Scoliids  may  b?  seen  in 
India  at  exposed  honey.  > 

Of  Lepidoptera  there  are  many  common  plains  species  which  doubt¬ 
less  do  a  considerable  amount  of  flower  pollination,  e.g.,  Danais ,  Terias , 
etc.  They  seem  to  require  a  good  deal  of  liquid  during  the  day  but  often 
much  of  it  is  merely  water  taken  from  a  wet  mud  bank.  The  least  in¬ 
consistent  in  habits  are  perhaps  the  Sphingids,  which  are  not  uncommon¬ 
ly  to  be  seen  flower  visiting  both  by  day  and  by  night.  Possibly  some 
HesperMs  are  also  in  a  measure  not  inconsistent  in  their  flower  visiting. 

Diptera  in  the  plains  seem  to  play  but  a  small  part  in  flower  polli¬ 
nation.  It  is  different  in  the  Himalayas  where  large  Bombyliids  join  the 
Bombi  in  going  to  rather  specialised  flowers,  and  where  out  of  the  Syr- 
phidce,  Rhingia  and  Eristalis  are  not  uncommon.  Tachinids  also  have 
some  importance  in  the  hills,  but  perhaps  not  in  the  plains.  It  is  to  be 
assumed  that  our  large  evil-smelling  Araceae  attract  muscids,  but 
so  far  no  thorough  investigations  have  been  made.  A  little  beetle 
crawls  into  a  foul-smelling  Typhonium  ?  which  grows  in  Lower  Bengal. 

Bibionids  are  often  common  on  flowers  in  the  hills  and  Anthomyids 
not  frequent  both  in  the  hills  and  the  plains. 

Of  the  relations  of  other  insects  to  flowers  there  is  really  nothing 
to  remark  :  and  it  may  be  added  here  that  there  is  an  uninvestigated 
field  in  the  study  in  India  of  flower  pollination  by  birds.  Birds  at  times 
visit  for  honey ,  and  at  times  for  small  insects  lying  hid  within  the 
flowers.  Keeble’s  account  of  his  observations  on  bird-pollination 
of  Loranthacece  in  Ceylon  (Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  Bot.  V,  pp.  91-96),  and  a 
few  remarks  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  D.  Cunningham  in  his  ‘  ‘Indian 
Friends  and  Acquaintances,”  p.  130,  comprise  all  that  has  been  put  on 
record.  (The  student  should  also  consult  Mr.  I.  H.  Burkill’s  papers  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  190(3,  onwards.) 
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Formicida^. — Ants. 

The  basal  one  or  tiro  segments  of  the  abdomen  are  in 
the  form  of  detached  nodes. 

Ants  are  sufficiently  familiar  but  the  above  character  is  occasionally 
required  to  verify  the  fact  of  a  specimen  really  belonging  to  this  family. 
They  are  in  general  small 
insects,  of  dull  colouring, 
usually  brown  or  black  ; 
in  only  a  few  is  the  length 
greater  than  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  and  these  large 
forms  will  be  taken  for 
wasps.  The  head  bears 
antennae  which  have  a  Fig.  124.— Solenos  ispgeminata,  worker. 
long  basal  joint  (scape) 

and  a  number  of  short  joints  (flagellum);  in  the  males  of  some  species 
the  scape  is  short.  The  mouthparts  are  small,  the  mandibles  often  of 
peculiar  form.  The  thorax  is  much  modified  in  different  species  and 
in  different  forms  of  the  same  species.  The  legs  are  long  and  most 
species  can  run  actively.  The  abdomen  is  distinct,  in  the  female  and 
worker  of  six  visible  segments,  in  the  male  of  seven,  and  is  usually 
larger  in  the  female. 


Ants  are  social,  living  in  communities  in  which  there  is  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  specialisation  of  forms  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  useful 


Fig.  125;— Camponotus  compres¬ 
ses,  WORKER  MINOR,  X  3. 


Fig.  126— Camponotus  oompressus,  worker 
major,  x  3. 
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division  of  labour  ;  the  nest  commonly  consists  of  males  and  females,  with 
various  forms  of  workers  ;  the  degree  to  which  this  specialisation  goes, 
varies  very  much  with  the  species.  Commonly  there  are  two  or  three 
forms  of  workers,  the  soldier  with  large  head  and  mandibles,  the  worker; 
major  and  minor,  with  more  normal  structure.  A  nest  may  consist  of  a 
greater  or  smaller  aggregation  of  individuals  and  there  are  a  few  species 
which  share  the  light-shunning  habits  of  Termites,  most  nesting  in  soil, 
trees,  etc.,  but  working  in  the  light. 

In  habits  there  is  the  greatest  diversity  ;  we  cannot  discuss  this  sub¬ 
ject  in  this  place  nor  have  we  much  that  is  original  to  add  to  the  little 
that  is  known.  The  reader  should  consult  the  following  papers  : — 
Jerdon  (A.  M.  M.  H.  (2),  XIII,  pp.  45,  100)  ;  Wroughton  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat. 
Hist.  Soc.,  VII,  pp.  39,  179)  ;  Rothney  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  London,  1889, 
p.  355)  ;  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  V,  p.  38)  ;  Rothney  (Trans.  Ent. 
Soc.  London,  1895,  p.  211) ;  Aitken  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  IV,  p.  151  ; 
V,  p.  422);  Green  (Proc.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1896)  ;  Green  (Jo.  Bo. 
Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XIII,  p.  181). 

In  general,  the  ants  are  scavengers,  the  workers  bringing  to  the  nest 
the  food  for  the  whole  community.  This  food  consists  of  dead  insects, 


Fig.  127.— Camponotus  compressus, 
MALE,  x  3. 


Fig.  128.— Camponotus  compres¬ 
ses,  FEMALE,  X  3. 


any  available  nutritious  animal  matter,  the  sap  of  plants,  any  nutritious 
vegetable  matter  that  can  be  obtained  ;  in  this  sense  ants  are  excellent 
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scavengers  and  as  they  are  practically  everywhere  in  the  open,  they 
serve  an  extremely  useful  function.  In  some  species  this  habit  is  spe¬ 
cialised  in  one  direction  ;  some  are  ‘  harvesters,”  storing  in  their  nests 
seeds  of  grasses  and  small  millets,  occasionally  even  that  of  rice.  Hol- 
comyrmex,  Messor ,  Phidologiton  and  Phidole  are  the  best  known  harvest¬ 
ing  ants  and  these  live  entirely  in  this  one  manner.  In  others  the 
“agricultural  ”  habit  takes  another  form  and  what  correspond  to  our 
“cows”  are  kept  and  milked  ;  the  latter  are  insects  which  suck  the  sap 
of  plants  and  yield  a  sweet  excretion  which  the  ants  remove  ;  Mealy  bugs 
( Coccidce ),  Green  Fly  (Aphidce) ,  Psyllidce ,  Membracidce  are  the  important 
groups  of  “  cows,”  while  the  larvae  of  many  Lycaenids  are  attended  by 
ants  and  yield  excretion.  Camponotus ,  Cremastog aster ,  Cataulacus  and 
C Pcophylla  have  this  habit  as  part  of  their  activities  and  the  care  they 
take  of  their  cattle  is  in  some  cases  very  marked ;  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  a  shelter  built  over  a  colony  of  mealy  bug,  and  in  South 
India  Lecanium  formicarii  is  found  only  under  hard  shelters  erected 
by  ants  on  trees.  Other  ants  are  predaceous  and  carnivorous,  going  out 
on  foraging  expeditions  to  seek  live  food,  such  as  insects.  Though 
termites  live  retired,  they  are  attacked  violently  by  some  kinds  of  ants 
(Lohopelta).  Rothney  states  that  in  Madras,  two  ants  (Monomorium 
salomonis,  Linn.,  and  Solenopsis  geminata,  Fabr.)  are  deliberately  intro¬ 
duced  into  warehouses  to  check  the  depredations  of  white  ants.  This 
practice  is  not  uncommon  in  Northern  India  and  the  Natives  of  India 
are  familiar  with  the  kind  of  ant  which  should  be  brought  in.  The 
Ponerince  and  Dorylince  include  hunting  ants, 
though  one  species  of  Dorylus  has  also  the 
termites’  habit  of  attacking  plants  under¬ 
ground. 

The  life-history  is  known  in  a  general 
way  but  not  in  detail  :  the  eggs  are  laid  by 
the  female  and  tended  by  the  workers  in  the 
nest ;  the  larva  is  a  white  helpless  grub 

Fig.  129.  — POLYKHAC'HIS  SIM¬ 
PLEX  EGG,  NYMPH,  PUPAL 

and  is  itself  incapable  of  exertion.  These  cocoon,  x  r>. 

larvae  and  pupae  are  found  in  galleries  in 

the  nests,  and  one  may  often  see  the  nest  being  moved,  the  little  white 


without  legs,  which  is  fed  by  the  work 
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larvae  and  pupae  being  carried  by  the  workers.  In  some,  the  pupa  is 
free,  in  others  in  a  silken  cocoon  which  the  larva  itself  prepares. 

An  interesting  feature  of  ants,  especially  of  the  fiercer  and  more 
war-like  species,  is  the  fact  that  they  are  mimicked  by  other  insects 
extremely  closely.  Sima  rufonigra  is  mimicked  by  a  Sphegid  Rhinopsis 
ruficornis,  Cam.,  in  Barrackpore  and  by  Rhinopsis  constancece ,  Cam.,  in 
the  Konkan.  It  is  also  commonly  mimicked  by  a  spider,  as  is  Sima 
nigra.  Wroughton  records  the  mimicry  of  a  species  of  Polyrhachis  by 
the  nymph  of  a  Coreid  bug  Dulichius  inflatus ,  Kby.  (Proc.  Ent.  Soc., 
Bond.  1891,  p.  XVII). 

Bingham  lists  the  Indian  species  in  Vol.  II  of  the  Fauna  of  India, 
Hymenoptera,  based  on  Forel’s  papers  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  VII, 
etc.).  In  this  volume  498  species  are  enumerated  as  Indian,  of  which 
those  mentioned  below  are  common  in  the  plains  with  a  fairly  wide 
distribution. 

Dorylince. — Male  large  and  wasp-like  ;  workers  blind,  subterranean. 
Female  apterous,  blind  and  like  a  queen  termite.  Pupa  in  a  cocoon. 
Worker  with  a  sting. 


Fig.  130. -Dorylus  oriental™ 

WORKERS. 


There  are  two  common  genera, 
Dorylus  with  one  “jointed  pedicel, 
M  nidus  with  two -jointed  pedicel 
in  the  workers.  Dorylus  makes  its 


Fig.  131.— Dorylus  la  hiatus, 
male,  x  1^. 


nest  below  ground  and  behaves 
much  like  a  termite.  D.  orientalis 
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Westw.,  attacks  plants,  eating  them  below  or  at  the  level  of  the  soil. 
The  workers  have  been  observed  to  attack  the  workers  of  Pheidole  indica 
and  carry  them  off  to  their  nest,  where  they  were  killed  and  cut  into 
pieces.  The  males  come  to  light  and  they  are  common  towards  the  end 
of  the  cold  weather  in  late  February.  Mnictus  is  a  hunting  ant.  (Jo. 
Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  VII,  p.  177.) 

Ponerince  —  A  constriction  between  the  two  basal  abdominal  seg¬ 
ments  ;  sting  powerful,  exserted. 

Lobopelta  is  said  to  make  a  sound  ;  it  feeds  on  termites.  Rothney 
remarks  of  L.  diminuta,  Sm.,  that  it  marches  in  two  long  lines  in  files 
of  two.  Diacamma  vagans,  Sm.,  was  found  to  be  common  at  Barrack- 
pore  by  Rothney,  nesting  under  stones  or  brick-work ;  the  sting  is  said 
to  be  “pungent.”  G.  R.  Dutt  has  observed  it  nesting  in  soft  soil  at 
the  base  of  a  big  tree  in  Pusa  ;  outside  the  nest  were  several  heads  of 
workers  of  Camponotus  compressus. 

Myrmicince. — The  pedicel  two- join  ted  in  all  the  forms.  Pupse  not 
in  cocoons. 

Myrmicaria  nests  at  the  foot  of  trees  with  a  kind  of  embankment 
round  it.  Cremastog aster  is  a  tree  ant,  making  globular  nests  of  papery 


Fig.  132. — Cremastog  aster  dohrni;  nest  and 


WORKER.  [I.M.N.J 
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material,  or  nesting  in  hollows  in  trunks  or  branches  ;  nests  were  found  in 
Mantid  egg  cases,  the  eggs  having  been  partly  removed.  It  has  a  habit 
of  turning  up  its  abdomen  over  the  body  as  if  threatening  to  use  its 
sting.  It  bites  freely  and  is  stated  to  keep  “  ant  cattle.”  Monomorium 
destructor ,  Jerd.,  and  M.  pharaonis,  Linn.,  like  some  later  "species,  are 
widespread  over  the  tropics  and  have  probably  been  carried  by 
shipping.  M.  indicum,  Forel,  is  not  uncommon  in  buildings  in  the  rains, 
nesting  in  cracks  in  the  masonry.  M,  gracillimum,  Sm.,  is  found 
in  houses  in  thatched  huts  and  on  trees.  A  nest  was  found  in  the 
excavated  pith  of  a  dry  stalk  of  Sann  Hemp  in  the  wall  of  a  thatched 
hut;  they  have  a  very  painful  sting  and  are  a  decided  nuisance  in 
houses.  They  attend  mealy  bugs  on  plants  and  also  carry  off  flour, 
fat,  etc.,  from  store  rooms.  Holcomyrmex  scabriceps,  Mayr.,  is  the 
familiar  harvesting  ant  of  the  Punjab,  which  gathers  seeds  of  grass 
and  millets  into  its  nests  and  stores  them  in  galleries.  The  nest  is 
easy  to  find  as  there  is  a  ring  of  chaff  round  it  at  a  little  distance  and 
the  ant’s  roads  can  be  followed  to  the  nest  from  some  distance. 
Comparatively  large  quantities  of  seed  can  be  extracted  from  a  nest 
and,  in  times  of  scarcity,  this  grain  is  dug  out  of  the  nest  and  used  as 
food.  We  have  seen  a  pint  of  seed  taken  out  of  one  nest  . 

Solenopsis  geminata,  Fabr.,  is  the  brown  ant  of  India,  nesting  usually 
in  the  ground.  Phidole  rhombinoda ,  Mayr.,  is  stated  by  Rothney  to 
surround  its  nest  with  the  leaflet  of  a  mimosa,  as  a  protection  against 
the  sun.  Sima  rufo-nigra,  Jerd.,  is  very  common  in  India,  nesting  in 
trees.  The  sting  of  the  female  is,  according  to  Rothney,  ‘  ‘  the  most 
painful  of  any  Aculeate  I  am  acquainted  with.”  This  virulent  insect 
appears  in  May.  Nests  have  been  found  also  in  hollows  in  bamboos 
with  neat  round  exit  holes  at  intervals.  Sima  alloborans ,  Web.,  nests 
in  young  shoots  of  bamboos  and  in  tree  trunks  ;  when  disturbed,  the  ants 
discharge  a  drop  of  white  liquid. 

Cataulacus  includes  sluggish  ants  of  a  jet  black  colour ;  C.  taprobance, 
Sm.,  nests  in  hollow  bamboos  and  C.  latus,  For.,  in  the  branches  of 
teak  and  siris  trees. 

Dolichoderince. — Tapinoma  melanocephalum ,  Fabr.,  has  once  been 
found  to  be  injurious  under  peculiar  circumstances.  The  workers  were 
found  in  large  numbers  in  small  temporary  chambers  at  the  base  of  young 
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tur  plants  (Cajanus  indicus)  grown  for  inoculation  with  wilt  in  a  special 
plot;  these  plants  they  ate  into  just  below  the  soil  level,  eating  right  into 
the  stem  and  through  to  the  bark  till  the  plant  fell  over,  cut  completely 
off ;  as  much  as  half  an  inch  of  stem  would  be  completely  eaten  and  the 
object  apparently  was,  not  the  removal  of  the  plant  but  the  actual  soft 
stem  for  food.  Plants  that  had  been  inoculated  were  most  attacked,  and 
it  is  possible  that  the  tissues  were  specially  attractive  on  that  account. 
As  a  rule,  this  ant  feeds  on  anything  sweet  and  visits  Aphides  and  Coccids 
constantly.  The  nests  are  underground,  very  deep  and  populous. 


Iridomyrmex  anceps,  Rog.,  nests  in  sandy  soil  near  plants  infested 
with  aphids,  and  there  are  regular  tracks  to  these  plants ;  the  nests  are 
deep  and  several  minor  ones  are  often  connected  to  a  larger  central  one, 
the  workers  freely  entering  all.  The  eggs  and  larvae  were  found  abun¬ 
dantly  in  February  at  a  depth  of  one  inch,  sparingly  in  July  at  a  depth 
of  nearly  a  foot.  The  workers  emit  an  unpleasant  odour ;  they  visit 
aphids,  coccids,  membracids,  etc.,  the  glands  of  Cassia  orientalis,  and 
also  carry  off  dead  insects. 


Camponotince. — Pedicel  with  one  joint.  No  definite  sting,  the  poison 
being  ejected  from  the  orifice  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen.  Oecophytta 
smaragdina  is  the  familiar  red  tree 
ant  of  India,  which  makes  large 
nests  in  trees,  often  enclosing  mealy 
bugs  in  a  covering  of  webbed  leaves. 

The  green  females  are  found  yearly 
in  June  starting  fresh  nests  on  plants, 
and  these  nests  can  be  easily  obser¬ 
ved  from  the  commencement.  The 
workers  are  very  active  and  fierce, 
collecting  all  manner  of  dead  insects 
and  even  living  ones  if  these  are  in¬ 
active  ;  caterpillars  are  attacked,  cut 
up  and  carried  off  to  the  nest  in 
pieces.  A  colony  will  have  many 
small  depots  on  one  tree,  each  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  number  of  leaves  webbed  jrig.  133.— -Oecophylla  smaragdina 
together  and  containing  a  colony  of  worker. 
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Coccids  or  a  store  of  dead  dry  insects.  'If  one  is  opened  and  patiently 
watched,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  workers  draw  the  leaves  together  by 
their  mandibles  and  legs,  while  others,  from  inside,  web  them  together 
with  silk  produced  from  a  larva  held  in  the  jaws.  This  is  a  really 
extraordinary  sight  and  may  be  seen  at  any  time. 

Acantholepis  frauenfeldi ,  Mayr.,  var  bipartita  nest  in  soil  at  the  foot 
of  trees,  or  in  hollows  in  masonry.  They  visit  Aphids  and  Coccids,  and 
also  collect  dead  insects.  Prenolepis  lonyicornis,  Latr.,  is  widespread  in 
the  tropics;  the  nests  are  under  fallen  leaves  or  in  decaying  tree  trunks 
and  contain  Paussidw. 

Polyrhachis  simplex ,  Mayr. — Nests  of  this  species  are  found  on  low 
bushes,  high  trees,  under  bamboo  sheaths,  and  on  sugar-cane  leaves. 


Fig.  134.— Webbing  of  oecophylla  smaragdina  on  pipal  shoot 

ENCLOSING  LECANIUM  HESPERLDUM. 
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The  nest  is  always  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  cannot  be  easily  discover¬ 
ed  by  a  casual  eye.  A  greater  portion  of  it  is  covered  over  by  leaves  and 
the  portion  open  to  view  is  not  easily  recognisable.  It  looks  from  a  dis¬ 
tance  as  if  it  were  made  of  clay  and  cowdung,  mixed  with  dry  pieces  of 
leaves,  straw  and  grass.  In  reality  it  is  a  brown  silky  cobwebby  mat¬ 
erial,  over  which  are  thickly  and  closely  laid  dry  pieces  of  leaves,  straw, 
etc.  Just  as  Oecophylla  smaragdina,  F.,  workers  make  use  of  salivary 
threads  secreted  by  their  larvae  in  folding  the  edges  of  leaves  together, 
so  do  the  workers  of  this  species.  They  catch  hold  of  the  larvae  between 
the  mandibles  and  carry  them  over  to  the  places  where  the  web  is  requir¬ 
ed  to  be  spread.  The  larvae  go  on  laying  and  stretching  threads  mechan  ¬ 
ically,  as  wanted.  Other  workers  bring  dry  pieces  of  straw  and  spread 
them  over  the  web  while  it  is  still  fresh.  When  a  nest  is  cut  open  from 
any  part,  a  few  of  the  workers  at  once  rush  up  to  the  spot  and  plant  them¬ 
selves  as  sentinels  to  guard  the  breach,  while  others  remove  larvae  and 
pupae  or  whatever  there  be  in  that  portion  of  the  nest,  to  a  secure  place. 
After  the  chamber  opened  to  view  is  cleared  of  what  it  contained,  the 
workers  hold  the  torn  portions  between  their  mandibles  and  pull  inwards. 
Thus  the  aperture  is  made  as  narrow  as  possible,  and  then  a  couple  of 
larvae  are  brought  and  the  web  is  drawn  across  the  rent  in  the  usual 
way.  The  whole  inside  of  the  nest  is  lined  with  the  brown  silky  cob¬ 
webby  material,  and  the  partitions  between  different  chambers  are  also 
made  of  this  material,  but  without  straw,  etc. 

Ants  of  this  species  also  tend  cattle  for  whose  protection  they  pre¬ 
pare  byres  of  the  same  cobwebby  material  and  covered  also  in  a  similar 
manner  as  their  nest.  Such  byres  were  found  on  a  sugar-cane  leaf,  and 
also  on  a  weed,  close  to  established  nests  of  this  species.  Workers  were 
seen  going  in  and  coming  out  of  those  cattle  sheds.  On  removing  the 
covering  large  clusters  of  sugar-cane,  aphis  were  found  in  the  former  and 
Monophlebus  in  the  latter  shed.  Workers  of  this  species  have  also  been 
observed  carrying  a  large  dead  fly  to  their  nest.  Pupae  are  encased  in 
light  brown  cocoons.  The  winged  sexes  were  obtained  from  nests  in 
August  and  September. 

Myrmecocystus  setipes,  Forel,  nests  in  the  ground  in  open  places, 
and  there  is  often  a  heap  of  soil  thrown  outside  the  nest.  The  work¬ 
ers  collect  dead  insects  and  millipedes,  and  nests  have  been  found 
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stored  with  the  wings  and  bodies  of  winged  termites  which  they  collect  in 
great  quantity;  the  worker-majors  carry  the  worker-minors  when  on 
the  march. 

Camponotus  compressus,  Fabr.,  is  the  familiar  black  ant  of  India,  the 
large  worker-majors  coming  into  houses.  Nests  are  usually  in  the  soil 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree  but  occasionally  in  a  wall.  They  visit  Aphides, 
Membracids  and  Coccids  and  also  feed  freely  upon  termites  if  a  nest  or 
gallery  is  exposed.  The  winged  sexual  individuals  fly  at  dusk  on  warm 
still  evenings  in  the  rains  and  are  frequently  to  be  seen  at  light. 


Fig.  135.— Oecophylla  smaragdina  ;  queen  watching  over  larvae, 

WHEN  COMMENCING  TO  FOUND  A  NEW  NEST. 


COLEOPTERA.— (Beetles). 

The  first  pair  of  wings  (elytra)  thickened,  accurately  adapted  to  the  body 
and  completely  covering  the  lower  wings,  which  fold  longitudinally 
and  transversely  in  repose.  Many  species  are  wingless,  and  in  many 
the  elytra  are  abbreviated,  not  covering  the  abdomen.  Mouthparts 
of  the  predaceous  or  herbivorous  biting  type.  Antennae  of  varied 
forms  never  setaceous,  usually  eleven-jointed.  Simple  eyes  usually 
absent.  The  integument  is  hard  ;  the  parts  accurately  co-adapted  to 
form  a  rigid  outer  skeleton. 

Metamorphosis  complex  ;  the  larva  a  grub  with  complete  or  reduced  legs, 
without  suckerfeet  and  without  tubercles  bearing  hairs  Silk  is  not 
utilised  in  the  formation  of  the  cocoon,  but  anal  secretion  takes  its 
place;  after  emergence  from  the  cocoon  the  imago  usually  passes 
through  a  resting  period  during  which  the  integument  hardens. 

The  order  includes  minute  to  large  insects,  of  varied  habits,  including 
herbivores,  predators,  scavengers,  both  aquatic  and  terrestrial,  with 
no  social  and  scarcely  any  parasitic  forms. 

No  order  is  so  easy  to  recognise  as  this,  and  only  in  rare  cases,  where 
the  elytra  are  much  reduced  or  are  soldered  together,  will  a  beetle  appear 
different.  Looking  at  a  beetle  from  above,  the  antennae,  the  large  pro¬ 
thorax,  the  scutellum,  the  elytra  and  the  pygidium  (plate  over  the  anus) 
are  seen,  except  where  the  last  is  covered  by  the  elytra.  The  large  wings 
are  folded  below  the  elytra.  Looking  from  below,  the  antennae  can  be  seen, 
inserted  below  the  head,  the  large  mandibles  and  the  labium,  with  usually 
two  pairs  of  palpi  ;  the  legs,  with  the  coxa  embedded  in  the  sternum,  the 
trochanter,  femur,  tibia,  tarsus.  The  antennae  assume  different  forms 
as  shown  in  figure  137 ;  in  1,  the  basal  joint  is  elongate  and  forms  a  scape, 
the  apical  three  joints  form  a  club  and  the  remainder  form  a  funicle, 
the  whole  antenna  being  elbowed  (Rhynchophora) ;  in  2,  the  antenna 
is  simple,  filiform  (Phytophaga) ;  in  3,  it  is  moniliform,  each  seg¬ 
ment  a  little  expanded  ( Cantharidce )  ;  in  4,  it  is  serrate  on  one  side 
( Sternoxi ) ;  in  5,  it  is  clubbed,  the  three  apical  segments  expanded  on  both 
sides  (Clavicornia) ;  in  6,  it  is  filiform  (Adephaga);  in  7,  it  is  clubbed, 
the  club  formed  of  leaflets  closely  folded  together  (Melolonthidce) ;  in  8, 
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it  is  irregularly  clubbed  (Hydrophilidce) ;  in  9,  it  is  incompletely  clubbed, 
with  the  leaflets  not  forming  a  compact  mass  ( Lucanidce ). 


Fig.  135.—  LUCANID  BEETLE,  MALE,  DORSAL  VIEW.  MD.,  MANDIBLE;  PROTH., 
PROTHORAX;  SCUT.,  SCUTELLUM  ;  ELYT.,  ELYTRON  ;  PYG.,  PYGIDIUM. 

The  tarsi  are  composed  of  five  joints  in  some  forms,  of  four  or  three 
in  others ;  in  one  division  ( Heteromera )  the  tarsi  of  the  first  two  pairs  of 
legs  are  five-jointed,  of  the  third  pair,  four-jointed.  In  the  Phytophaga 
the  tarsi  appear  to  be  four- jointed,  the  tiny  fourth  joint  being  invisible 
at  the  base  of  the  fifth. 

There  are  characteristic  features  in  the  immature  stages  which  mark 
the  group  as  a  whole.  Eggs  are  of  two  types,  the  soft  oval  eggs  laid  in 
concealment,  the  harder  variously-shaped  eggs  laid  openly.  The  latter 
are  not  ornamented  as  are  those  of  the  Lepidoptera,  are  not  of  the  form 
characteristic  of  Hemiptera  with  lids,  nor  of  the  typical  Dipterous  cigar¬ 
shaped  form.  The  larvae  are  without  suckerfeet,  and  if  free-living, 
frequently  have  the  single  anal  tube,  which  functions  as  a  suckerfoot,  as 
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well  as  two  dorsal  cerci  or  processes.  The  hairs  or  hair- tufts  on  tubercles 
arranged  as  in  Lepidoptera  are  not  found  in  this  order,  and  larvae,  if 
hairy,  have  long  tufts  not  arranged  in  series.  No  larval  form  can  be  con¬ 
fused  with  the  Coleopterous  larvae  which  live  free  lives,  the  characters  of 
Neuropterous,  Hymenopterous,  Lepidopterous  ^  Dipterous  larvae  be¬ 
ing  wholly  different. 


Fig.  136.— Lucanid  beetle;  female,  from  below,  ant.,  antenna;  md., 

MANLIBLE  ;  LB..  LABIUM  ;  E.,  EYE  ;  Cl  1.,  C.  2.,  C.  3.,  COX;E  OF  LEGS  ; 

T.,  TROCHANTER;  F.,  FEMUR,  TI.,  TIBIA;  TA.,  TARSUS. 

There  are  a  few  prominent  points  about  Coleopterous  larvae  that  we 
may  notice  here.  The  tarsi  are  two-clawed  in  the  Adephaga  only  (except¬ 
ing  Haliplidce  from  these).  Anal  cerci  occur  only  in  Haliplidce ,  Hydro phil- 
idce ,  Silphidce,  Scaphidiidce,  Staphylinidce,  Histeridce  and  Elateridce  in 
part,  as  well  as  in  the  Adephaga.  If  we  except  the  above,  the  larvae  of 
all  have  legs  except  Bruchidce,  part  of  Cerambycidce  and  Buprestidce . 
Omitting  all  the  above,  the  Scarabaeoid  (white,  curved,  wrinkled)  grub 
occurs  only  in  Scarabceidce ,  Melolonthidce,  Lucanidce,  Passalidce 9  Ptinidce, 
Bostrichidce  and  part  of  Chrysomelidce  (e.g.  Clythrince).  In  the  Dermes- 
tidce,  the  body  is  clothed  in  long  fine  barbed  setae,  usually  aggregated 


CLASSIFICATION. 


237 


behind  into  tufts.  All  aquatic  larvae  coming  into  none  of  the  above 
divisions  are  either  Dascillidce ,  Parnidce,  Haliplidce  or  Chrysomelidce 
(part).  In  a  number  of  families  not  included  above,  the  apex  of  the 
abdomen  is  provided  with  prominent  chitinised  processes  and  the 
apical  segment  is  harder  than  the  others.  These  include  Rhipiceridce , 


Fig.  137  — Antennae,  1  Curculionid,  2  Chrysomelid, 

3  Cantharid,  4  Elaterid,  5  Epilachnid,  6  Ci- 
cindRlid,  7  Melolonthid,  8  Hydrophilid,  9 
Lucaxid. 

Trogositidce,  Colydiidce ,  Mycetophagidce,  Melyrince,  Cleridce ,  Melandryidce 
Pyrochroidce,  Mordellidce,  T enebrionidce  (part),  Cioidce,  Lagriidce  and 
Elateridce  (part).  The  remainder  exhibit  none  of  the  above  general 
characters.  More  detailed  characters  for  each  family  are  given  below, 
but  these  are  based  less  on  Indian  species  than  on  European  or 
American  larvae.  The  number  of  larvae  of  Indian  beetles  actually 
known  is  very  small. 

Pupation  takes  place  openly  (the  pupa  fixed  at  the  tail),  or  in  a 
cocoon  of  mud,  of  anal  excretion  or  of  fibres,  never  of  fine  woven  silk.  The 
peculiar  resting  stage  of  the  newly  emerged  imago,  while  not  universal, 
is  general  enough  in  forms  whose  pupae  are  hidden  as  to  be  worth  noting. 

Classification. — The  beetles  are  divided  into  series  upon  characters 
based  upon  the  antennae  and  tarsus  as  follows  : — 

Lamellicornia. — Tarsi  five- jointed  ;  antennae  with  apical  joints 
expanded  in  leaf-like  form  and  forming  a  club  which  can  be  opened  and 
closed  (figure  137,  7,  9).  Four  families. 

Adephaga. — Tarsi  five-jointed.  Antennae  simple.  Nine  families. 

Polymorpha. — Tarsi  variable  ;  antennae  usually  clubbed  or  serrate. 
57  families. 
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Heteromera. — Anterior  tarsi  with  five,  hind  tarsi  with  four  joints. 
15  families. 

Phytophaga. — Tarsi  with  apparently  four  joints,  densely  pubescent. 
3  families. 

Rhynchophora. — Tarsi  as  in  Phytophaga,  head  more  or  less  prolong¬ 
ed  into  a  rostrum.  4  families. 

In  actual  practice,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  easy  to  place  a  beetle  in  one  of  these 
series.  The  peculiar  antennae  marks  the  Lamellicornia  instantly.  The 
tarsi  and  simple  antennae  distinguish  the  Adephaga.  Heteromera 
are  distinct  by  the  tarsi  ;  as  Phytophaga  and  Rhynchophora  have  the  same 
tarsi  in  most  cases,  the  beginner  will  confuse  some  forms  ;  but  the  simple 
antennae  of  the  Phytophaga ,  and  the  usually  clubbed  and  elbowed  antennae, 
as  well  as  the  usually  evident  rostrum,  of  the  Rhynchophora ,  clearly  mark 
all  the  common  species  of  each  series  likely  to  be  met  with.  All  other 
beetles,  especially  if  with  serrate  or  clavate  antennae,  are  Polymorpha , 
a  series  that  includes  the  old  Serricorn  and  Clavicorn  groups,  and  in  fact 
is  an  assemblage  of  all  that  are  not  clearly  of  one  of  the  five  distinct 
series. 

The  classification  of  the  species  that  fall  into  each  series  is  by  no 
means  simple  and  no  agreement  will  be  reached  until  more  is  known  of 
tropical  forms.  Especially  is  it  difficult  to  fix  the  families  and  the 
student  will  find  very  diverse  views  expressed  in  various  books.  We  treat 
Melolonthidae  as  a  single  family ;  there  is  little  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  regarded  as  consisting  of  several  families.  Chrysomelidce  are  another 
large  assemblage  that  could  justly  be  regarded  as  at  least  11  and  more 
probably  15  families,  as  is  done  by  some  authors.  We  have  preferred 
to  retain  these  as  sub-families,  but  the  student  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  the  equivalents  of  any  families  he  may  see  discussed  by  writers. 

When  a  particular  specimen  has  been  placed  in  its  series,  there  may 
be  more  or  less  difficulty  in  deciding  on  its  family.  There  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  Lamellicorn,  Adephagous,  Phytophagous,  or  Khyncho- 
phorous  series,  provided  the  characters  mentioned  are  compared.  For 
the  other  series,  no  keys  or  sufficient  characters  can  be  given.  Except¬ 
ing  the  few  larger  families,  very  little  is  known  of  the  smaller  families, 
and  while  it  is  possible  to  give  characters  based  on  European  or  American 
species,  these  distinctions  may  not  always  apply  to  new  and  undescribed 
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Indian  species,  which  alone  the  student  is  likely  to  find.  We  enumerate 
the  diagnostic  characters  of  the  families  known  in  India,  with  the  reser¬ 
vation  that  these  diagnostic  characters  are  not  as  sharply  marked  as  in 
other  orders  and  that,  outside  the  larger  families,  the  logical  use  of  these 
characters  in  referring  an  obscure  beetle  to  its  family  may  lead  the 
student  astray ;  if  a  beetle  is  shown  to  belong  to  a  small  obscure  family,  the 
specimen  should  be  compared  with  specimens  or  good  figures  of  others  of 
that  family  to  verify  the  determination.  In  Coleoptera  more  than  in  all 
orders,  it  is  very  difficult  to  place  specimens  that  evidently  do  not  belong 
to  the  larger  families,  owing  to  our  ignorance  of  the  Indian  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  smaller  families. 

In  no  order  is  the  mere  rudimentary  sorting  out  of  species  into 
groups  rendered  so  difficult  as  in  this,  not  merely  because  of  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  order,  but  because  of  the  want  of  agreement  among  those 
who  study  this  order.  Had  the  general  body  of  Entomologists  any 
“business  sense,”  a  working  scheme  of  classification  to  last,  say  for  50 
years,  would  have  been  evolved  and  then  the  necessary  and  radical  changes 
caused  by  further  knowledge  made  at  once ;  as  it  is,  two  authors  disagree 
in  a  striking  manner;  they  adopt  fresh  groupings  arbitrarily  and  the 
student  is  from  the  commencement  bewildered  with  conflicting  terms. 

For  our  purpose,  a  knowledge  of  the  main  lines  to  be  adopted  in  the 
Fauna  would  have  sufficed,  but  failing  this,  we  have  adhered  to  the  classi¬ 
fication  given  in  Sharp’s  Insects,  the  standard  in  our  work  for  the  past, 
with  a  modification  from  Ganglbauer’s  views  as  presenting  no  radical 
changes  and  as  possibly  anticipating  future  views.  The  earlier  authors 
based  the  main  divisions  upon  the  antennal  and  tarsal  characters 
and  it  is  only  lately  that  authors  have  gone  deeper  into  the  matter 
and  used  both  the  wing  venation  and  internal  characters.  This  is,  from 
the  systematises  point  of  view,  an  advance,  and  those  who  wish  to  study 
the  relationships  of  beetles,  will  do  well  to  consult  the  paper  by  Gangl- 
bauer  (Munch ener  Koleopterologische  Zeitung,  Yol.  I);  unfortunately 
such  characters  are  useless  in  every-day  work  of  classifying  and  arrang¬ 
ing  specimens  and  we  have  been  compelled  to  disregard  this  aspect  in  the 
endeavour  to  give  characters  which  can  actually  be  used  in  sorting  out 
ordinary  collections.  The  result  is,  that  while  nine-tenths  of  a  collector’s 
captures  will  be  readily  sorted  and  placed,  there  will  always  remain  a 
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proportion  which  cannot  be  so  placed  ;  to  those  who  wish  to  go  more  deeply 
into  the  subject,  we  recommend  the  voluminous  literature;  to  those  who 
simply  want  to  know  where  to  place  the  specimen,  we  would  suggest 
sending  it  to  Pusa.  For  ordinary  daily  working  purposes,  almost  every 
beetle  can  be  placed  at  sight  in  a  family  at  least ;  to  keep  pace  with  changes 
in  classification,  to  be  able  to  place  all  beetles  more  or  less  accurately? 
one  would  have  to  drop  all  other  work  and  become  an  expert  in  this  one 
subject,  a  matter  of  many  years  of  study.  We  have  tried  to  give  the 
essentials  only  of  such  a  study. 

A  complete  list  of  families  will  be  found  at  the  commencement  of 
the  volume  where  we  have  placed  important  families  in  heavy  type,  and 
families  not  known  to  be  represented  in  India  in  italics.  We  have  not 
tabulated  sub-families  in  this  list  as  these  divisions  do  not  imply  groups 
of  insects  so  distinct  in  habits  or  structure  that  the  student  should 
take  heed  of  them. 

Apart  from  the  naturalists  who  collected  in  India  or  obtained  speci¬ 
mens  from  this  country  in  the  early  part  of  last  century,  and  whose  work 
iaid  the,  foundation  of  our  knowledge  of  the  common  species,  the  work  of 
a  limited  number  of  collectors  in  recent  years  requires  notice.  Thus, 
Father  Cardon  collected  in  Chota  Nagpur  and  Kurseong  (see  Ann.  Soc. 
Ent.  Beige.,  1890 — 1894);  the  collections  of  Messrs.  T.  R.  Bell  in  Canara, 
of  H.  E.  and  H.  L.  And r ewes  in  the  Nilgiris,  Anamalais  and  other  South 
Indian  hill  districts  (loc.  cit.,  1895 — 1905),  of  Doherty  in  Manipur,  Bur- 
mah,  etc.,  the  visit  to  India  of  Mons.  Maindron  (see  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Fr., 
1903  onwards)  and  the  visit  of  Mons.  Harmand  to  Darjeeling  (Ann.  Soc. 
Ent.  France,  1903,  p.  108)  have  borne  fruit  in  description  of  new  forms,  in 
lists  of  existing  known  species  and  so  on  ;  these  collections,  however, 
scarcely  affect  the  real  India  (Mons.  Maindron ’s  visit  alone  excepted), 
since  the  insects  collected  were  from  hill  localities  like  Darjeeling  with  its 
temperate  climate  and  fauna ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  Signor  Fea’s  visit 
to  Burmah  in  another  sense  (Ann.  Mus.  Genova,  1892  et  seq.)  and  of  the 
visits  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Mons.  Simon  and  Dr.  Horn  to  Ceylon.  The  student 
of  the  fauna  of  “  British  India”  will  owe  a  debt  to  these  workers,  but 
there  have  been  scarcely  any  such  workers  in  India  proper. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  refer  to  most  important  papers  or  to  give 
some  clue  to  where  the  student  may  find  literature  ;  but  this  literature 
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is  practically  wholly  concerned  with  systematic  work  and  descriptions  of 
new  species  ;  the  student  will  look  in  vain  for  any  biological  work,  of  any 
kind  almost,  prior  to  the  beginning  of  this  century  and  it  is  yet  to  be 
done.  There  is  an  abundant  field  here  for  observers  and,  it  is  no  exag¬ 
geration  to  say,  that  while  thousands  of  forms  have  been  examined, 
described,  named,  listed  and  put  away  in  Museums,  we  have  accurate 
data  of  the  lives  of  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  these  species. 

We  have  had,  therefore,  to  confine  ourselves  in  these  pages  very  large¬ 
ly  to  generalities,  and  we  do  this  simply  to  guide  the  student  and  would- 
be  observer  in  the  direction  he  will  probably  have  to  go.  Where  we  have 
accurate  data,  they  are  given  in  such  detail  as  is  possible,  which  must 
of  necessity  be  brief. 

Lamellicornia. 

The  tarsi  are  five-jointed ,  the  antennce  have  the  apical  joints  dilated  at  one 
side ,  so  that  a  more  or  less  compact  club  can  be  formed  by  the  approxi¬ 
mation  of  the  lamellar  expansions. 

It  is  only  in  very  rare  cases  that  any  confusion  as  to  this  well  mark¬ 
ed  division  can  arise  and  these  beetles  are  readily  distinguishable  at  sight. 
The  number  of  species  is  large,  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  known  species  of 
Indian  beetles  coming  into  this  series.  They  are  commonly  divided  into 
three  families ,  Passalidce,  Lucanidce  and  Scarabceidce,  the  last  divided 
into  five  sub-families.  It  is,  however,  better  to  distinguish  the  Coprince 
as  a  separate  family,  and  we  have  here  adopted  the  arrangement  into 
four  families,  retaining  the  name  Scarabceidce  for  the  Coprince.  The 
arrangement  is  as  follows  : — 

I.  Passalidce. — Antennal  club  imperfect.  Elytra  covering  the 

pygidium.  Labrum  large  and  mobile. 

II.  Lucanidce. — Antennal  club  imperfect.  Elytra  covering  the 
abdomen.  Labrum  small  and  indistinct. 

III.  Scarabceidce. — Antennae  fully  clubbed.  Elytra  not  covering 
the  pygidium. 

1.  Coprince  (Scarabceidce).— No  abdominal  spiracle  visible  out¬ 
side  the  elytra,  all  being  on  the  connecting  membranes  of  dor¬ 
sal  and  ventral  plates,  in  one  line. 
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IV.  ( Melolonthidce )  2.  Melolonthince. — Three  basal  spiracles  on 
connecting  membranes,  three  apical  slightly  diverging  and 
usually  one  visible  beyond  the  elytra. 

3.  Spiracles  in  two  lines,  three  on  connecting  membranes,  three 
visible  outside  the  elytra,  on  ventral  plates. 

(a)  Rutelince. — Claws  of  tarsi  of  unequal  size. 

(b)  Dynastince. — Claws  equal.  Fore  coxae  sunk,  not  prom¬ 
inent. 

(e)  Cetoniince. — Claws  equal.  Fore  coxae  prominent.  (Scu- 
tellum  large). 

This  arrangement  is  in  accordance  with  the  larval  and  imaginal 
habits  as  well  as  with  the  structure.  The  habits  may  be  summarised 
as  follows  : — 

Passalidce ,  Lueanidce—  Larvae  feed  in  decaying  wood. 

Scarabceidce. — Larvae  feed  in  dung.  Imagines  feed  on  dung. 

Melolonthidce . — Larvae  in  soil  feeding  on  the  roots  of  plants,  in 
decomposing  vegetable  matter,  in  manure  heaps,  in  ants’  nests. 

Imagines  feed  on  leaves,  or  on  flowers. 

In  this  group  the  larvae  are  all  white,  soft,  curved  in  ventrally, 
and  much  wrinkled,  with  a  brown  head,  no  ocelli  as  a  rule,  three  pairs  of 
well-developed  legs  and  usually  a  much  developed  apical  abdominal  seg¬ 
ment.  This  type  of  larva  (Scarabaeoid)  is  found  also  only  in  Ptinidce , 
and  some  case-bearing  Chrysomelidce  ( Clythrince ). 

Passalid^. 

Lamellicorn  beetles  in  which  the  antennce ,  in  repose,  curl  to  bring 
the  lamellce  together  and  in  which  the  elytra  entirely  cover 
the  abdomen.  Labrum  large  and  mobile. 

These  beetles  are,  as  a  rule,  generally  recognisable  from  the  general 
form.  They  are  brown  or  black  insects,  in  length  up  to  one  inch,  pro¬ 
thorax  large,  flattened  and  shiny,  the  elytra  elongate,  with  ten  lines  of 
punctures,  and  entirely  covering  the  abdomen.  A  few  Indian  species  are 
cylindrical.  All  are  a  shining  brown  or  black,  the  dorsal  surface  glab¬ 
rous  ;  none  are  very  small,  most  are  of  moderate  to  large  size.  The  head 
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is  in  some  species  distinctly  roughened  and  knobbed  above ;  the  charac¬ 
teristic  antennse  are  folded  back  under  the  head  or  are  extended  in  front ; 

the  large  toothed  mandibles  meet  just  beyond 
the  edge  of  the  clypeus.  The  legs  are  strong, 
the  fore  tibiae  broadened  and  suited  to  digging, 
the  posterior  legs  more  slender,  the  tibiae  with 
long  brown  hairs.  A  feature  of  these,  as  of 
other  lamellicorn  beetles  which  live  in  decaying 
vegetable  matter,  is  the  presence  of  abundant 
fine  brown  hair  on  the  legs  and  lower  surface  of 
the  body. 

The  larvae  of  insects  of  this  family  are  found 
in  decaying  wood  in  forests  and  are  large  fleshy 
insects,  similar  in  form  to  other  Scarabaeid 
larvae,  with  the  first  pair  of  legs  reduced  in  size 
and  functioning  as  stridulating  organs.  The  anal  opening  is  transverse, 
the  upper  lip  indented  longitudinally.  The  imago  lives  also  in  decay¬ 
ing  wood,  under  the  bark  of  trees  and  among  decaying  vegetation. 
They  are  most  abundant  in  forests  and  not  found  in  the  cultivated 
plains,  A  caustic  fluid  is  secreted  by  some  species,  serving  probably 
as  a  protection.  They  are  almost  wholly  forest  species  and  may  be 
met  with  rarely  in  moister  cultivated  areas  of  East  and  South  India, 
not  in  the  dry  plains. 

Stoliczka  remarks  that  Passalidce  are  met  with  only  in  parts  of 
India  with  a  Malayan  fauna  ;  he  lists  23  Indian  species,  from  South  India, 
Eastern  Bengal,  Burmah,  etc.  Basilianus  is  the  commonest  genus.  (J. 
Asiat.  Soc.  Bengal,  XXII,  p.  149.) 

Lucanid^. — Stag  Beetles. 

The  antennae  do  not  curl,  the  club  being  indistinct ;  the  elytra  cover 
the  abdomen,  the  labrum  is  small  and  indistinct. 

Beetles  of  large  size  in  which  the  simplest  distinguishing  character 
is  the  large  mandibles  of  the  males,  which  project  forward  as  two  large 
and  formidable  jaws.  These  are,  in  the  female,  of  moderate  size  and  not 
conspicuous.  None  are  small  insects,  the  length  varying  from  14  inches 
to  over  four.  The  colouring  is  brown  and  black,  as  a  rule,  sombre  and 
dull  as  in  other  beetles  of  similar  habits. 


Fig.  138.— Basilianus 

STOLICZKA. 
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These  beetles  are  somewhat  flattened,  the  head  large,  the  antennse 
moderately  long  ;  in  the  commonest  species  the  eyes  are  divided  by  a 


Fig.  139.— Lucanus  lunifer,  male.  [I.  M.  N.] 


projecting  ridge,  producing  a  small  upper  and  a  large  lower  eye.  The 
prothorax  is  large  and  smooth,  the  elytra  is  smooth  and  shining.  The 
legs  are  long,  the  tibiae  broadened,  the  tarsi  long  and  conspicuous. 

The  beetles  live  in  decaying  trees  and  the  males  fly  at  night.  The 
function  of  the  very  large  mandibles  is  not  always  apparent  and  it  is 
not  clear  that  they  use  them ;  there  is  great  variation  in  the  degree  of 
their  development  and  intermediates  from  those  resembling  females  to 
those  with  fully  developed  mandibles  are  found.  (See  page  189.) 
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Fi<j.  140.— Lucan  us  lij'nifer,  female. 
[I.  M.  1ST  ] 


The  female  lays  her  eggs  in  a  decaying  tree,  the  larvae  living  upon  de¬ 
caying  vegetable  matter.  The  larva  is  a  large  fleshy  insect,  distinct 

from  Passalid  larvae  by  the 
equal  development  of  three 
pairs  of  legs  and  the  long¬ 
itudinal  anal  slit,  closed  by 
two  lateral  lips. 

Lucanidce  are  widely 
spread  and  find  their  greatest 
development  in  the  Eastern 
Himalayas  and  Assam, 
where  a  great  number  of 
species,  often  of  large  size, 
occur.  They  do  not  occur  in 
the  plains  and  no  species  re¬ 
quire  mention .  W e  figure  Lu- 
canus  lunifer ,  Ho.,  one  of  the 
commonest  in  the  Himalayas.  Westwood  figures  a  number  of  the  Indian 
forms  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  1847).  No  species  are  of  economic  importance. 

Thomson  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1862,  p.  392)  lists  36  Indian  spe¬ 
cies  which  are  only  a  proportion  of  the  known  species.  The  principal 
genera  are  Lucanus ,  Hexarthrius,  Cladognathus  and  Dorcus.  Parry 
catalogues  the  family  in  Transactions  of  the  Entomological  Society, 
London,  1864,  pp.  1 — 113,  listing  70  Indian  species.  Felsche  published  a 
later  catalogue  in  1898  on  which  Boileau’s  remarks  should  be  also  seen 
(Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1898,  p.  401),  and  since  then  Albers  listed  the 
Kurseong  species  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Belgium,  1903,  p.  69).  Altogether 
about  100  species  are  recorded  ;  some  of  these  may  prove  to  be  forms 
of  the  same  species,  the  great  sexual  differences  having  led  to  the  mul¬ 
tiplication  of  species  founded  on  an  insufficient  number  of  specimens. 

Scarab  midm. — Dung-Rollers. 

Antennae  with  a  knob  of  closely  folded  leaflets.  Elytra  not  covering 
the  pygidium.  Spiracles  in  one  line ,  on  the  connecting 
membranes  and  all  covered  by  the  elytra. 


A  large  group  of  small  to  large  beetles,  usually  of  sombre  colours, 
some  few  metallic  blue  or  green.  The  body  is  round,  thickset,  the  head 
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projecting  forward  as  a  flat  plate,  beneath  which  are  the  mouth-parts. 
The  prothorax  often  has  projections  and  the  head  a  process  or  spine,  or  a 
number  of  teeth  on  the  anterior 
edge.  The  hard  rough  elytra 
cover  the  abdomen  completely, 
with  the  exception  of  the 
pygidium.  The  legs  are  large 
and  powerful,  the  tibiae  broad¬ 
ened  and  spined  at  the  apical 
half,  the  tarsi  slender.  In  the 
larger  species  the  fore  tarsi  are 
commonly  absent.  The  robust 
spherical  body,  the  large  broad¬ 
ened  legs,  the  platelike  head, 
the  spines  or  projections  on 
head  and  prothorax  are  extremely  characteristic,  and  the  bodily 
structure  is  specially  modified  in  connection  with  the  peculiar  habits. 

Throughout  this  large  sub-family  the  habits  are,  so  far  as  known, 
fairly  uniform.  The  beetles  collect  in  dung,  feeding  upon  it  and  making 
it  into  balls  which  they  roll  over  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  take  into 
the  soil,  where  they  either  feed  upon  it  or  use  it  as  food  for  their  young, 
dividing  it  into  portions  in  each  of  which  an  egg  is  laid,  and  which  the 
larva  inhabits  and  gradually  eats.  The  flat  head  is  used  as  a  shovel  in 
these  operations,  digging  out  the  food,  shaping  it  and  consolidating  it ; 
the  long  legs  assist  the  beetles  in  rolling  these  pellets  over  the  ground  and 
the  digging  forelegs  aid  in  excavating  or  enlarging  holes  in  the  ground. 
In  the  dry  hot  weather,  dung  of  cattle  attracts  great  numbers  of  these 
beetles  and  the  spot  becomes  lively  almost  at  once  with  these  active  and 
energetic  insects.  It  is  a  common  sight  to  see  beetles  rolling  these  pel¬ 
lets,  usually  larger  than  themselves,  rapidly  along  the  soil  and  their 
antics  are  usually  very  grotesque.  All  do  not  roll  dung,  some  (the  small¬ 
er  species)  making  a  tunnel  below  the  mass  of  dung  and  carrying  down 
what  they  require.  The  end  of  the  tunnel  is  filled  with  dung  fairly 
closely  packed ;  the  beetles  either  feed  upon  it,  remaining  over  it  and 
devouring  it  while  a  long  mass  of  excrement  is  deposited,  or  they  lay  an 
egg  in  it,  the  white  footless  grub  feeding  in  the  mass.  April  to  June 
seems  to  be  the  period  of  greatest  activity  of  the  beetles,  but  the  details 
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of  the  life-history  of  few  Indian  species  have  been  observed,  and  many 
forms  fly  in  the  rains.  Elsewhere  careful  observations  have  been  made 
and  the  extremely  interesting  accounts  of  M.  Fabre  should  be  read  by 
every  student.  (There  is  an  English  translation  of  M.  Fabre’s  first 
volume  entitled  “Insect  Life the  original  volumes  are  in  French,  under 
the  title  “Souvenirs  Entomologiques  Major  Popham  Young  sent 
a  large  ball  found  eight  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  soil  in  Patiala  when 
excavations  were  being  made  for  a  house,  which  was  evidently  the  ball 
containing  the  larva  of  a  large  Copride.  Sykes  gives  an  account  of  the 
finding  of  the  immense  balls  made  by  Helioco'pris  midas  in  Poona  in  the 
soil.  One  ball  remained  thirteen  months  before  the  imago  emerged, 
another  sixteen  months.  During  this  time  the  insect  was  in  the  larval 
and  pupal  stage,  and  the  life-history  would  occupy  probably  two  years. 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  Yol.  I,  p.  1835.)  A  few  (Onthophagus)  attack 
decaying  animal  matter  and  these  are  the  little  beetles  which  so  prompt¬ 
ly  remove  the  larger  dead  insects  ;  the  disappearance  of  dead  locusts  is 
marvellously  quick,  and  the  powers  of  smell  of  these  beetles  must  be 
very  acute  to  bring  them  so  quickly  to  the  scene.  A  few  are  found  in  de¬ 
cayed  trees.  The  larvae  are  never  seen  and  live  below  ground. 

The  members  of  this  family  exercise  a  very  important  function  in 
the  economy  of  nature ;  not  only  do  they  cleanse  the  surface  of  the  earth 
of  the  excrementitious  matter  deposited  on  it,  but  they  carry  into  the 
soil  quantities  of  this  valuable  manure  that  would  otherwise  become  des- 
sicated  on  the  surface  and  with  the  first  heavy  fall  of  rain,  would  be  wash¬ 
ed  away  and  carried  down  in  the  streams  and  rivers  to  the  sea.  A  very 
great  quantity  of  manurial  matter  is  probably  rendered  available  in  the 
soil  by  the  activities  of  these  insects,  and  though  it  is  not  possible  to 
definitely  estimate  the  effect  of  their  work,  it  is  certainly  a  very  consid¬ 
erable  one.  Species  have  been  imported  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in 
the  hope  that,  by  destroying  the  droppings  of  cattle  quickly,  they  may 
reduce  the  numbers  of  the  Horn  fly  (Hcematobia  serrata )  which  breeds 
there. 

Sound  is  produced  in  a  variety  of  ways,  by  friction  of  two  parts  of 
the  body.  In  Bolboceras ,  the  male  has  a  corrugated  expansion  of  the 
lower  surface  of  the  head,  and  by  moving  his  head  up  and  down,  he 
rubs  it  against  the  edge  of  the  pronotum,  producing  a  squeaking  noise. 
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In  Trox  the  abdomen  rubs  against  a  raised  vein  in  the  elytra.  In  Helio- 
copris  bucephalus,  sound  is  produced  by  a  rotation  of  the  hind  coxa,  the 
posterior  and  internal  edge  rubbing  against  the  sharp  edge  of  the  socket 
and  producing  a  curious  6  ‘  wheezing  5  ’  noise. 

This  large  family  may  be  divided  into  seven  sub-families  as 
follows : — 


i  i  I.  Antennae  9  or  10  joints  : — 

A.  Posterior  legs  with  one  spur.  1. 

a.  Posterior  legs  dilated  gradually. 

b.  Posterior  legs  dilated  suddenly. 

B.  Posterior  legs  with  two  spurs. 

a.  Metathoracic  parapleurae  simple. 

Antennae  9  joints.  2. 

Antennae  10  joints.  3. 

b.  Metathoracic  parapleurae  appendicu- 

late.  4. 


Scarabaeince 
(Coprince.) 
Scarabaeini 
(Ateuchini.) 
C  opr  ini. 


Aphodiince. 

Orphnince. 

Hybosorince. 


II.  Antennae  11  jointed. 

III.  Abdomen  with  five  ventral  segments. 

IV.  Tarsi  very  long. 


5.  Geotrupince. 

6.  Trogince. 

7.  Glaphyrince. 


Scarabaeince. — Four  large  genera  are  included  in  the  Scarabaeini 
(Ateuchinae)  with  over  30  Indian  species.  Scarabaeus  (Ateuchus)  includes 
some  of  the  larger  European  forms,  and  but  few  Indian.  S.  gangeticus 
Redt.  is  the  common  plains  species.  Sisyphus  and  Gymnopleurus  include 
the  common  small  beetles  with  long  legs  found  at  dung  in  the  plains. 
S.  longipes,  01iv.s  is  one  of  the  more  abundant  species,  a  small  black  in¬ 
sect  common  on  roads  in  April;  it  makes  balls  of  dung  about  twice  its 
own  size;  usually  two  are  found  at  one  ball,  rolling  it  along  the  soil,  and 
they  have  been  seen  to  take  a  ball  over  a  hundred  yards.  Gymnopleurus 
miliaris ,  Fabr.,  is  also  common  ;  it  is  dull  black  with  shiny  black  spots 
on  the  elytra  and  thorax.  Gymnopleurus  cyaneus,  Fabr.,  is  the  metallic 
blue  species  that  may  constantly  be  observed  rolling  dung  balls.  When 
a  ball  is  made  several  assist  in  rolling  it,  apparently  in  the  hope  of  se¬ 
curing  it ;  the  stronger  individual  appears  to  be  successful  in  the  end, 
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rolling  the  ball  to  a  spot  where  the  soil  is  loose  and  then,  by  digging  the 
earth  away  below  it,  burying  it  to  a  considerable  depth.  Caccobius  in¬ 
cludes  five  species,  one  occurring  in  the  plains  and  of  which  nothing  is 
known.  Coptorhina  and  Caccophilus  occur  in  the  hills. 

Coprini. — The  majority  of  Indian  species  are  included  in  this  divi¬ 
sion,  over  100  species  occurring  in  India  proper.  Catharsius  molossus 
Linn.,  C.  sagax,  Quens.,  and  C.  sabaeus,  Fabr.,  are  common,  moderately 
large  black  insects  that  fly  at  night  and  come  freely  to  lights  in  the  rains. 
Copris  is  represented  by  C.  repertus,  Wlk.,  which  flies  in  the  hot  weather 
and  at  the  first  rain.  Heliocopris  bucephalus ,  Fabr.,  and  H.  gigas ,  L. 
(midas  F.)  are  the  giants  of  the  family,  large  thickset  beetles  with  very 
powerful  legs  and  greatly  chitinised  prothorax.  Onitis  is  well  represent¬ 
ed,  moderate- sized  beetles,  of  an  olivaceous  brown  tint,  without  the  exu¬ 
berance  of  horns  and  tubercles  of  the  previous  genera.  Onthophagus 
comprises  a  very  large  number  of  usually  small  forms  with  very  varied 
developments  of  horns  and  tubercles  in  the  males.  They  are  common 
in  the  dry  hot  weather  and  while  some  come  to  dung,  others  feed  on  dead 
insects ;  the  abundant  locusts  that  died  after  egg-laying  at  Igatpuri  in  June 


Fig.  142. —Onthophagus  longicornis  ;  larva,  egg  in  ball,  imago. 
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1904,  were  fed  on  by  Onthophogus  gravis,  Wlk.,  and  the  bodies  very  quick¬ 
ly  destroyed.  Onthophagus  longicornis ,  Deyr.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae 
found  in  balls  buried  to  a  depth  of  three  to  five  inches  below  the  surface 
immediately  under  cowdung.  Each  ball  is  oval,  the  long  axis  about  twice 
the  short,  about  f  inch  long.  This  ball  is  hollow,  and  the  single  white 
egg  is  fixed  inside.  The  larva  feeds  on  the  ball,  leaving  the  coarser  outer 
shell  and  then  pupates  within.  The  larval  life  lasts  for  21  days  and  the 
total  life  from  egg  to  imago  is,  in  May  and  June,  about  5  weeks.  At 
other  seasons  these  beetles  are  found  in  the  soil.  Many  of  our  commonest 
plains  species  are  undescribed  and  no  observations  appear  to  have  been 
made  on  their  habits.  Over  60  species  are  recorded  and  many  remain 
to  be  described.  Oniticellus  cinctus ,  Fabr.,a  black  species  with  yellow 
fasciae,  and  0.  pallipes,  F.,  a  dull  brown  species,  are  abundant  in  the 
plains  ;  the  latter  has  been  reared  from  eggs  found  in  dung-balls  buried 
three  inches  underground.  The  eggs  are  attached  each  to  one  end  of  the 
cavity  in  an  oval  ball  ;  the  larva  has  the  first  few  segments  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  much  drawn  out  and  enlarged,  apparently  for  the  reception  of  the 
alimentary  canal  which  is  more  than  double  the  length  of  the  body  and 
bent  back  upon  itself  more  than  once,  being  also  very  capacious  and 
filled  with  food.  In  habits  and  appearance  it  differs  little  from  that  of 
Onthophagus  longicornis  described  above.  The  larval  and  pupal  life 
together  occupy  about  19  days. 

Drepanocerus  is  represented  by  the  tiny  D .  setosus,  Wied.,  common 
in  cowdung. 

Aphodiince. — These  beetles  feed  in  dung,  the  larvae  being  found  in 
the  dung-mass.  They  are  small,  brown  or  black  species,  cylindrical  in 
form  and  readily  confused  with  the  Carabids  of  the  Scaritine  division. 
Aphodius  is  the  principal  genus,  with  over  twenty  Indian  species  record¬ 
ed  ;  they  are  extremely  abundant  in  the  rains  coming  to  light  in  great 
numbers.  Aphodius  has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  in  a  dung  ball 
below  ground.  Three  larvae  inhabit  one  mass,  the  eggs  they  hatch  from 
being  laid  in  different  parts  of  the  ball.  The  larvae  are  of  the  typical 
form,  white,  wrinkled  and  bent,  with  well  developed  legs.  They  pupate  in 
round  black  cocoons,  apparently  made  of  excrement,  emergence  taking 
place  partly  by  biting  through  the  cocoon,  partly  by  bursting  it.  Larval 
and  pupal  life  together  occupy  about  sixteen  days  in  July- August. 
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Rhyssemus  includes  very  small  species,  resembling  Scolytids ; 
Rhyssemus  germanus ,  Linn.,  is  the  common  species  in  Bengal  and  Behar, 
and  has  been  seen  flying  in  very  great  numbers  in  warm  still  evenings  in 
March.  Choetopisthes  is  recorded  by  Wassmann  from  nests  of  Termes 
obesus  in  India  and  may  be  obtained  by  digging  into  the  large  central 
nests  and  fungus  chambers. 

Orphnince. — Orphnus  and  Ochodaeus.  are  Indian,  with  several 
species.  Orphnus  picinus ,  Westd.,  is  common  in  the  Himalayas,  where  it 
makes  tunnels  in  the  soil  below  masses  of  cowdung,  carrying  the  dung 
down  to  fill  the  ends  of  the  tunnels,  its  larvae  being  found  in  the  dung- 
mass. 

Hybosorince.  Represented  by  Hybosorus  orientalis,  Westd.,  and 
Phceochrous  indicus ,  Westw.,  the  latter  not  uncommon  in  the  plains.  It 
is  a  flatter  insect,  with  the  appearance  almost  of  a  Tenebrionid. 

Geotrupinw . — These  are  nocturnal  insects,  found  abundantly  in  the 
rains  and  coming  freely  to  light.  Their  habits  appear  to  be  practically 
unknown  in  India  ;  Boucomont  says  of  the  group  in  general  that  they  dig 
long  vertical  tunnels  in  the  soil  where  they  remain  by  day,  and  where 
their  larvae  live ;  the  beetles  feed  on  dung  and  fly  at  night  in  search  of  it. 
Lethms  and  its  allies  are  remarkable  for  living  in  couples  in  burrows  and 
feeding  on  the  shoots  of  plants,  but  none  are  recorded  as  Indian. 
Boucomont  has  listed  the  species  (Gen.  Ins.  1902),  mentioning  as  Indian 

Geotrupes  (9),  Rolboceras  (26),  Athyreus 
(2),  Ceratophyus  (1).  B.  quadridens ,  F., 
and  B.  suhglobosus,  Westw.,  are  our  com¬ 
mon  forms. 

Tmgince. — Four  species  of  Trox  occur, 
(Harold  Col.  Hefte,  IX,  p.  1),  the  common 
plains  forms  being  Trox  indicus ,  Hbst., 
T.  omacanthus ,  Har.,  both  quite  common. 
They  feed  on  hard  dry  excrement,  which 
appears  to  be  their  normal  food,  with  small 
carcases  and  dead  insects. 


Fig.  143.— Tkox  indicus. 
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Mepoloni  htdaI 

Antennce  with  a  knob  of  closely  folded  leaflets.  Elytra  not  covering 
the  pygidium.  One  or  three  spiracles  visible  beyond  the  elytra. 

This  very  large  family  includes  the  familiar  cockchafers,  moderate¬ 
ly  large  thickset  beetles,  the  head  small,  the  prothorax  large  and  round¬ 
ed,  the  abdomen,  with  the  elytra,  hard, 
round  and  robust.  The  forelegs  are  com¬ 
monly  broadened  and  fitted  for  digging 
in  the  soil.  The  posterior  legs  are  strong, 
often  well  spined.  Wings  are  present  and 
the  beetles  fly  well.  The  tracheae  contain 
dilations  which  are  inflated  before  flight, 
thus  increasing  the  volume  and  reducing  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  insect  as  a  whole. 

Stridulation  of  one  hard  part  of  the  body 
against  another  is  frequent,  a  variety  of 
sounds  being  produced.  Sexual  distinctions  are  well  marked  in  some 
by  prominent  secondary  characters.  The  larvae  are  fleshy  soft  grubs, 
the  body  wrinkled  and  curved  in  an  arc  ;  the  head  is  large,  the  apical 
abdominal  segment  very  much  developed.  Legs  are  present  but  are 
little  used.  The  four  sub-families  are  distinct ;  their  characters  are 
enumerated  above  (page  242). 

Melolonthim:. — Cockchafers.  Moderate-sized  beetles,  with  robust 
bodies,  the  elytra  covering  all  but  one  spiracle,  the  legs  only  slightly 
broadened  and  without  horns  or  spines  on  head  and  prothorax.  These 
are  mostly  dull-coloured  insects,  brown  predominating  in  the  coloura¬ 
tion,  and  they  vary  in  length  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  upwards.  The 
antennae  are  short,  with  the  knob  composed  of  one  more  joint  in  the 
male  than  in  the  female,  the  leaflets  also  longer  in  the  males ;  the 
prothorax  is  small,  the  elytra  generally  smooth  and  fitting  tightly  to 
the  abdomen.  The  legs  are  moderately  long,  fitted  for  walking  and  to 
a  less  degree  for  digging. 

The  life-history  of  no  Indian  species  is  recorded  in  any  detail.  Gene¬ 
rally  speaking,  the  larvae  live  in  the  soil,  feeding  upon  the  roots  of  plants. 
They  are  fleshy  dingy-white  in  colour,  the  head  brown,  the  body  curved 
in  an  arch  and  the  apical  segment  large  and  smooth.  There  are  many 
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folds  in  the  skin  and  three  pairs  of  short  jointed  legs.  The  month-parts 
are  of  the  usual  mandibulate  type  and  the  food  is  principally  roots  and 
underground  plant  tissues.  The  larva  moves  actively  in  soil  but  is  com¬ 
paratively  helpless  on  the  surface,  the  curved  body  interfering  with  loco¬ 
motion.  When  full-grown  it  makes  a  mud  cell  and  transforms  to  a 
pupa  in  the  soil.  The  length  of  the  life-history  is  not  known  and  may 
occupy  one,  two  or  three  years  as  it  does  elsewhere  though  there  is  at 
present  no  reason  to  believe  it  occupies  longer  than  one  year.  The  imago 
flies  by  night  and  comes  to  light.  The  forewings  are  not  moved  in  flight 
but  are  held  rigidly  and  apparently  serve  for  a  parachute  and  as  direct¬ 
ors  of  flight.  The  food  consists  of  vegetable  matter,  leaves  and  flowers 
being  eaten  at  night,  the  beetles  hiding  by  day.  Few  are  active  by  day. 
but  some  may  be  found  clinging  motionless  to  grass  stems. 

The  destructive  species  are  so  on  account  either  of  the  destruction 
to  roots  by  the  larva,  or  the  destruction  to  leaves  or  floral  organs  by  the 
imago.  In  Europe  immense  numbers  of  Melolontha  vulgaris  constitute 
a  very  formidable  pest  in  both  stages  and  immense  multitudes  of  these 
insects  occur.  Nothing  of  this  kind  has  yet  been  observed  in  India,  and, 
though  species  are  plentiful,  the  enormous  multiplication  of  any  one 
species  does  not  seem  to  take  place  and  the  place  of  the  Melolontha  in 
Europe  is  here  taken  by  the  Eutelid  Anomala.  The  grubs  of  Melolonth- 
idce  are  the  prey  of  Scoliidce  which  seek  them  out  and  lay  their  eggs  upon 
them,  after  they  have  been  parasitised  by  stinging. 

The  number  of  species  is  very  large  and  no  complete  list  of  Indian 
species  exists.  A  number  were  described  and  listed  by  Brenske  in 
Indian  Museum  Notes.  The  classification  of  such  large  numbers  of  insects 
is  a  very  difficult  matter  and  the  sub-family  as  a  whole  is  not  studied  to 
the  extent  it  deserves.  The  identification  of  Indian  forms  is  possible 
only  by  systematists  with  large  reference  collections  and  libraries  at  hand 
and  cannot  be  undertaken  at  present.  The  more  common  species  of  the 
plains  are  figured  (I.  M.  N.)  and  we  can  only  advise  collectors  to  collect 
patiently,  to  sort  out  their  specimens  into  species  under  numbers  and 
hope  to  get  them  identified  as  occasion  may  offer.  The  species  of  the 
Indian  Museum  were  listed  by  Barlow  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  IV,  p.  234). 
The  Hoplini  include  only  Hoplia  and  Ectinohoplia  with  less  than  twenty 
species  mostly  hill  forms.  The  Sericini  have  been  monographed  by 
Brenske  (Die  Serica-Arten  der  Erde)  with  103  Indian  species.  Serica 
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lugubris ,  Brsk.,  is  a  moderate-sized  black  species  found  commonly  at  light 
in  the  plains,  S.  indica,  Blanch,  has  been  reared  from  larvae  feeding  on 
the  roots  of  cane  in  Behar  and  is  one  of  the  most  common  species. 
Macrodactilini  include  one  species ,  Bejeania  alsiosia,  Bl.,  a  moderate-sized 
brown  pubescent  species  which  is  found  in  the  plains  in  June.  The 
Melolonthini  include  over  160  species,  chiefly  in  the  genera  Apocgonia ,  Schi- 
zonycha ,  Lepidiota,  Holotricha  (Lachnosterna),  Bramina,  Hoplosternus 
and  Melolontha.  They  are  the  larger  cockchafers  of  the  plains,  most 
abundant  in  the  moister  areas.  Apogonia  carinata ,  Brsk.,  is  a  shiny  black 
species  of  moderate  size  which  is  found  passing  the  winter  under  the  bark 
of  trees.  A.  proximo,,  Wat.,  is  extremely  like  it  and  is  found  flying  in 
June.  A.  uniformis,  BL,  is  also  common,  a  smaller  brown  species  which 
comes  freely  to  light  during  the  rains.  ScMfronycha  xanthodera,  Bl. ,  is  a 
larger  species,  which  flies  during  March  and  April.  Lepidiota  includes 
the  very  large  species  found  in  forest  localities  as  a  rule  ;  one  species 
L.  rugosipennis ,  BL,  is  found  in  the  plains,  though  rarely. 

Rutelince. — Lamellicorn  beetles,  with  three  spiracles  on  the  mem¬ 
brane  between  the  dorsal  and  ventral  plates,  three  on  the  ventral 
plates  and  visible,  with  the  claws  of  the  tarsi  of  unequal  size.  These 
are  moderate-sized  insects,  in  general  form  closely  similar  to  the 
Melolonthids.  Many  are  brightly  coloured,  blues,  greens  and  browns 
predominating,  and  many  are  sombre. 

The  life-history  of  one  species  is  known,  this  being  the  common 
cockchafer  of  the  plains,  Anomala  various,  Oliv.  The  stages  are  fully 
illustrated  in  Plate  XIV  and  the  details  of  the  life-history  are  given  in 
full  elsewhere.  (Mem.  Agri.  Dept.  India,  Vol.  11.)  The  life-history  occu¬ 
pies  one  year  ;  eggs  are  laid  in  the  soil  in  the  early  rains,  which  increase 
in  size  and  weight  after  laying.  The  larva  lives  in  the  soil  eating  the  roots 
of  rice,  bajra  and  other  cereals.  It  rests  in  the  soil  from  September, 
pupates  in  March,  April  or  May,  and  the  imago  emerges,  after  about 
ten  days. 

A  large  number  of  species  occur  in  India,  one  subdivision,  the  Ano- 
malides,  being  distributed  through  the  tropics,  another,  the  Adoretides, 
abundant  in  India  and  Africa  alone.  Anomala  with  over  fifty  species, 
Popilia  with  thirty  and  Mimela  with  twenty -seven  are  included  in  the 
first;  Adoretus  with  twenty-four  species  in  the  second.  To  a  greater 
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PLATE  XIV. — Anomala  Varians. 
The  Cockchafer. 


Egg  when  laid. 

„  just  before  hatching. 

Larva,  dorsal  view. 

,,  lateral  ,, 

Pupa,  dorsal  view,  in  the  last  larval  exuvium. 
,,  ventral  view. 

,,  lateral  ,, 

Imago. 
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extent  even  than  other  groups,  these  are  hill  forest  insects,  very  few 
occurring  in  the  plains  proper.  Anomala  pallida,  F.,  and  A.  varians, 
Qliv.,  are  common  in  the  plains,  both  brown  species  like  cockchafers. 
Anomala  viridis,  F .,  is  the  common  green  Butelid  found  outside  the  hills, 
the  remainder  being  mainly  hill  and  forest  species.  Anomala  dorsalis , 
Fabr.,  was  reported  from  the  Victoria  Garden,  Bombay,  as  destructive 
to  Crinum  latifolium  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  V,  p.  130).  Pseudo- 
singhala  transversa ,  Burm.,  is  the  small  black  species  which  comes  up 
from  the  soil  in  myriads  in  May  in  the  Khasi  Hills  and  destroys  flowers. 
Adoreta  cardoni,  Br.,  is  recorded  as  destructive  to  rose  bushes  and 
cultivated  plants  in  Calcutta  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  IV,  p.  136). 

i-  :  DYNASTINiE. 

These  insects  have  the  characters  of  the  Rutelini,  but  are  distinct  in 
the  labrum,  which  is  not  visible  from  above  in  this  sub-division,  and  in 

the  equal  tarsal  claws.  They 
are  usually  large  insects,  the 
males  with  a  horn  on  the  head, 
and  a  tubercle  or  projection  of 
some  nature  on  the  pro  thorax. 
The  colours  are  usually  dull, 
black  and  brown  predominat¬ 
ing  ;  the  body  is  usually  mas¬ 
sive  and  thick,  and  the  giants 
of  the  insect  world  are  here  in¬ 
cluded.  The  males  stridulate 
by  moving  the  end  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  in  and  out,  by  which 
the  apical  edge  of  the  elytra 
rubs  against  a  file  on  the  up¬ 
per  surface  of  the  abdomen. 
The  larvae  are  found  in  old 
trees,  in  decomposing  vege¬ 
table  matter  and  in  soil  rich  in  humus  among  plant  roots.  The  pupa 
is  enclosed  in  a  hard  case  and  the  metamorphosis  is  believed  to  be 
long. 


Fig.  145.— Oryctes  rhinoceros  male. 
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India,  America  and  Africa  contain  the  majority  of  species,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Indian  species  not  being  large,  probably  less  than  60  in  all.  Oryctes 
rhinoceros,  Linn.,  is  one  plains  species,  found  throughout  the  cultivated 
plains  where  toddy,  cocoanut  or  other  palms  are  grown.  The  beetle 
flies  by  night  and  eats  into  the  soft  tissues  of  the  apex  of  the  growing 
palm;  in  eating  through  the  folded  developing  haves  it  makes  tunnels 
which  are  shown  by  ragged  holes  in  the  leaves  when  they  open.  Fre¬ 
quently  the  growing  bud  of  the  palm  dies,  growth  is  stopped  and  the  whole 
palm  withers.  The  insect  is  known  by  a  variety  of  names  in  most  parts 
of  India  where  its  ravages  are  known  ;  the  toddy-drawers  know  it  and 
often  know  that  its  grub  can  be  found  in  a  heap  of  decaying  vegetation  or 
in  a  decking  tree.  These  larvae  are  fat  soft  grubs,  with  a  much  wrin¬ 
kled  body,  and  as  the  tissues  inside  move,  the  whole  suggests  a  well  stuffed 
soft  pillow  in  which  is  a  small  struggling  animal.  Phyllognathus  dyonisius , 
F.,  is  the  only  other  common  Dynastid.  The  life- history  of  this  has  been 
worked  out  from  specimens  sent 
in  by  A.  M.T.  Jackson,  Esquire, 
i.c.s.,  as  destroying  rice  in  Bel- 
gaum.  It  is  fully  illustrated  in 
Plate  XV  and  has  been  full)) 
described  elsewhere  (Mem.  Agric. 

Dept-.,  India,  Entom.,  Vol.  II). 

Shortly,  the  eggs  are  laid  in 
soil  in  the  commencement  of  the 
rains  (June -July),  the  larvae  are 
mature  by  September  and  pupate,  the  imago  emerges  in  October  and 
remains  in  the  soil  until  May,  when  it  comes  out.  The  larvae  behave 
like  typical  cockchafer  grubs,  feeding  on  the  roots  of  plants. 

i  Cetoniina^. 

Moderate-sized  insects,  often  of  brilliant  metallic  colouring;  the 
form  of  the  body  is  slightly  flatter  than  in  the  Melolonthidce  and  the  scu- 
tellum  is  often  large.  The  males  are  rarely  distinguished  by  prominent 
characters,  such  as  horns,  and  the  two  sexes  are  closely  similar  in  the 
common  species.  The  colouring  is  very  striking,  metallic  green  in  some, 
brown  with  varied  yellow  markings  in  others ;  and  in  conformity  with 
this,  many  are  diurnal  species  which  are  seen  on  flowers.  The  life-history 
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PLATE  XY. — Phyllognathus  Dionysius. 
The  Rice  Cockchafer. 

Fig.  1,  Egg,  when  laid  and  just  before  hatching. 

,,  2.  Young  larva,  dorsal  aspect. 

,,  3.  ,,  ,,  lateral  ,, 

,,  4.  Adult  ,,  dorsal  ,, 

„  5.  „  „  lateral  „ 

,,  6.  Pupa,  ventral  aspect. 

»  7.  „  dorsal  „ 

,,  8.  ,,  lateral  „ 

,,  9.  Imago,  female,  dorsal  aspect. 

,,  10.  ,,  male,  lateral  ,, 
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is  practically  unknown  in  India ;  the  larvae  are  in  general  similar  to  those 
of  other  Mclolonthid  beetles,  and  live  upon  decaying  vegetable  matter 

or  roots,  or  in  ants’  nests.  The 
beetles  are  commonly  diurnal,  flying 
actively  close  to  the  soil  under  the 
trees  of  forests.  They  are  often  to 
be  seen  in  abundance  on  a  fine  day 
in  the  rains  in  suitable  localities. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  spe¬ 
cies  in  India  and  throughout  the  tro¬ 
pics.  They  are  distributed  chiefly 
in  forest  areas  but  extend  into  the 
plains  and  form  part  of  the  general 
plains  fauna.  Janson  (Tr.  Ent. 
Soc.,  London,  1901,  p.  179),  lists  the 
Cetoniids  collected  by  Andrewes  and 
Bell  in  the  Bombay  Presidency; 
twenty-seven  species  are  enumera¬ 
ted,  of  which  twenty  are  confined 
to  South  India,  four  are  found  also  in  North  India,  and  three  widely 
spread  outside  India.  The  volume  in  the  Fauna  of  India  (now  in  the 
press)  may  be  consulted.  Nearly  200  species  are  described  from  India, 
exclusive  of  Ceylon.  Four  sub-families  are  recognised  : — The  Euchirini 
with  Euchirus,  an  anomalous  insect  confined  to  the  Himalayas;  the 
Cetoniini,  including  the  majority  of  the  species,  the  Valgini  with  less 
than  ten  species  and  the  Trichiini,  with  a  small  number  of  species 
of  Trichius.  Both  sexes  of  Eucheirus  macleayi,  Ho.,  are  figured  by 
Westwood  (Cabinet  of  Oriental  Entomology).  The  enormously  long 
curved  forelegs  of  the  male  are  the  most  striking  feature  of  this  insect, 
which  is  found  in  Assam  and  the  Eastern  Himalayas  only. 

Naricius  opalus ,  Dup,  is  a  metallic  green  species  in  which  the  head 
is  produced  into  two  porrect  horn-like  processes.  In  the  brown  Dicra- 
nocephalus  wallichii ,  Ho.,  this  process  is  branched,  curved  and  like  a 
stag’s  antlers.  Rhomhorrhina  includes  the  large  metallic  species  com¬ 
mon  in  and  near  forests.  R.  (Torynorrhina)  opalina,  Ho.,  has  the  head 
produced  in  a  flat  plate.  Heterorrhina  amcena,  Ho.,  is  a  delicate  yellow- 
green  insect  with  lines  of  black  punctures  on  the  elytra,  found  rarely  in 
xil  17 
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grass  in  the  plains.  Clinteria  includes  several  green,  brown  or  black 
species  marked  vividly  in  white  or  orange  spots.  C.  spilota ,  Ho.,  is  the 
variable  species  so  abundant  on  grass  in  the  hills.  Thaumastopceus 
pullus ,  Billt.,  is  a  large  shiny  black  inject  found  in  Behar.  In  this  spe¬ 
cies  the  prominent  mesosternal  process  which  projects  forward  between 
the  fore  coxae  towards  the  mouth  is  conspicuously  shown.  Macronota 
is  well  presented  in  South  India  by  species  with  vivid  yellow  lines 
on  the  pronotum,  elytra  and  abdomen  ;  the  elytra  taper  a  little  and  the 
abdomen  projects  conspicuously  at  the  sides.  Glycyphana  albopunctata, 
F.,  and  G.  versicolor,  F.,  are  found  in  the  plains,  abundantly  near  forests. 
Oxycetonia  albopunctata,  F.,  is  the  brown  species  found  sometimes  in 
abundance  at  the  flowers  of  cereals,  with  the  green  Chiloloba  acutawied. 
In  the  Central  Provinces  both  these  species  have  been  destructive,  feed¬ 
ing  on  the  anthers  and  stigma  of  juar,  rice  and  millets.  The  latter  is  a 
beautiful  pure  green  insect,  with  very  marked  golden  pubescence.  Pro- 
tcetia  albogutta,  Vig.,  is  a  conspicuous  deep  blue  insect  with  vivid  white 
spots,  found  throughout  India.  The  pupae  have  been  found  at  the  roots 
of  trees,  in  cases  composed  of  pellets  of  mud  or  excrement  outside, 
smoothed  mud  or  excrement  within.  Anthracophora  atromaculata, 
F.,  is  the  large  dingy  black  and  white  species  found  widespread 
over  India. 

Collecting. — FI  very  possible  member  of  these  important  families 
should  be  collected ;  it  is  unnecessary  to  pin  at  once,  as  beetles  keep 
well  in  clean  sawdust,  free  of  dust,  with  enough  naphthaline  to  prevent 
mould.  For  collecting  there  are  two  methods,  the  net  or  fingers  by 
day,  the  lamp  trap  by  night.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted 
that  since  these  insects  emerge  often  only  once  a  year,  dates  of  capture 
are  of  extreme  importance.  Beetles  are  pinned  through  the  right  wing 
case ;  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  remove  the  soft  parts,  but  it  is 
advisable  to  soak  the  dried  insects  in  benzene  to  remove  grease.  Larger 
ones  must  be  very  carefully  dried.  Scarabaeids  are  best  got  in  the  hot 
weather  at  their  food  and  in  this  group  careful  observation  and  study 
of  habits  is  required.  Bearing  is  possible  if  the  dung  balls  are 
obtainable.  Melolonthids  can  be  reared  in  earth  if  given  roots  enough 
and  carefully  tended.  They  thrive  in  soil  in  which  plants  are  grown, 
e.g.,  rice  and  can  then  live  and  feed  under  normal  conditions. 
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This  series  is  by  Ganglbauer  and  others  separated  from  all  other 
Coleoptera  on  account  of  the  wing- venation,  the  details  of  the  internal 
anatomy,  and  the  fact  that  the  larva  has  two -jointed  tarsi.  It  includes 
ten  families,  of  which  six  are  commonly  found  and  should  be  familiar. 

Cicindelim. — Tiger  Beetles, 

The  clypeus  extends  laterally  in  front  of  the  insertion  of  the  antennce. 

The  maxillce  terminate  in  an  articulated  hook. 

With  few  exceptions,  these  beetles  are  generally  recognizable  in 
the  field  from  their  general  form,  which  is  distinct  from  that  of  their 

allies,  the  Carabidce.  They  are  often 
brightly  coloured,  green,  brown  or 
black  with  spots  or  bands  of  white 
being  most  common.  The  majority 
are  from  one-half  to  an  inch  long,  few 
under  or  over  these  limits.  The 
head  is  short  and  thickset,  in  Collyris 
(Plate  XVI,  Fig.  11),  constricted  be¬ 
hind  the  eye  into  a  neck  ;  the  eyes 
are  prominent,  the  antennae  moder¬ 
ately  long.  Long  curved  mandibles 
project  in  front  of  the  head,  the 
maxillae  and  labium  being  conspicu¬ 
ous,  the  whole  mouth-parts  evidently 
Fig.  148.- Cicindela  sexpunctata.  of  the  predaceous  type,  formed  for 

rapidly  seizing  and  firmly  clasping 
the  insects  they  feed  upon.  The  prothorax  is  large  and  cylindrical, 
the  elytra  usually  smooth  or  only  finely  pitted.  There  are  many 
wingless  species,  and  some  are  very  distinctly  pubescent.  The  legs  are 
long,  slender,  finely  spined  and  formed  for  rapid  running.  The  sexes 
are  alike,  the  three  basal  segments  of  the  male  tarsi  often  elongated, 
while  the  males  show  six,  the  female  seven  visible  ventral  segments. 

The  life-history  is  believed  to  be  uniform  hroughout  the  group,  and 
larvae  that  can  be  referred  with  certainty  to  this  family  have  been  found 
in  India  ;  these  larvae  are  found  in  vertical  burrows  in  the  wet  sand  or 
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mud  near  rivers  ;  apparently  they  require  wet  material  which  admits  of 
the  formation  of  a  burrow,  but  their  choice  of  locality  may  be  determined 
by  their  prey^;  the  burrow  extends 
vertically  from  the  surface  and  the 
larva  can  move  up  and  down  by 
means  of  the  legs  and  a  dorsal  hump 
or  projection;  the  head  is  flat,  used 
to  carry  up  the  soil  when  excavating, 
and  the  very  long  jaws  are  turned 
backwards  and  upwards,  so  that 
when  the  flat  head  is  blocking  the 
upper  end  of  the  tunnel,  the  jaws 
have  free  play  above  and  are  in  a 
position  to  seize  any  unwary  insect 
that  alights  or  walks  within  reach.  The  length  of  the  life-history  has 
not  been  ascertained,  but  as  each  species  appears  to  emerge  in  the  imago 
form  for  a  definite  period  in  the  year,  it  is  probable  that  the  life-history 
occupies  one  year  or  multiples  of  one  year  ;  the  imago  lives  for  several 
weeks.  The  student  should  read  the  life- history  of  Cicindela  campestris, 
an  English  insect,  which  occupies  three  years  (Proc.  Ent.  Soc.,  London, 
1903,  p.  XV7).  R.  Shelford  figures  the  curious  larva  of  Collyris  emargi- 
natus,  Deg.  from  Java,  which  lives  in  burrows  in  coffee  stems,  feeding  on 
the  insects  that  go  past.  The  larva  has  on  the  fifth  abdominal  segment 
six  hooks,  curved  forwards,  on  a  protuberance.  A  similar  larva  was 
found  in  China  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1907,  p.  83). 

The  majority  of  these  beetles  appear  in  the  rainy  months,  some 
at  the  beginning,  some  later.  Our  common  species  are  diurnal  in  habit, 
though  some  are  known  to  be  nocturnal.  They  are  among  the  most 
active  of  insects,  flying  for  short  distances  with  great  rapidity  and  also 
running  quickly.  So  far  as  known  all  are  predaceous  on  other  insects, 
though  their  exact  economic  value  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  Maindron 
records  that  Derocrania  longesulcata,  Mon.,  feeds  on  Silis  (Drilinse), 
and  such  records  of  food  are  noticeable  for  their  rarity.  The  majority 
are  found  in  damp  places,  in  rice  fields  or  thick  vegetation,  on  river 
banks,  on  the  seashore  ;  some  are  found  only  on  trees  in  forest  localities. 
Some  are  known  to  emit  scents,  not  of  an  unpleasant  character,  but 


Fig.  149. — Cicindela  larva,  x  2 
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which  probably  serve  a  defensive  purpose  in  association  with  the  warn¬ 
ing  colouration. 

The  family  is  not  a  large  one  and  the  majority  of  the  species  are 
referred  to  the  genus  Cicindela.  Atkinson’s  Catalogue  (Asiat.  Soc., 
Bengal,  LIX,  1890),  lists  119  Indian  species,  Cicindela  (74),  Pronyssa 
(1) ,  Megalomma  (2),  Dromicidia  (1),  Jansenia( 2),  Therates  (1),  Tricon- 
dyla  (5),  Collyris  (32),  Tetracha  (1).  Maindron  has  added  others  (Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1899,  p.  379)  ;  Bates  described  Lewis’  Ceylon  forms 
(Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  VI,  16,  pp.  68,  143,  199).  A  revision  of  Collyris 
will  be  found  in  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1864,  page  483. 

Horn  has  described  others  (De.  Ent.  Zeitschr.),  Cicindela  (17), 
Collyris  (10),  Tricondyla  (4),  Therates  (3),  Heptodonta  (2),  Neocolly ris  (4)? 
Calochroa  (4),  Euryoda  (1),  Derocania  (1),  Frothy sa  (1),  are  included  in 
these  later  papers.  Horn  is  now  monographing  the  family  in  Genera 
Insectorum.  Of  these  less  than  20  Cicindela  and  one  Collyris 
( C .  distincta  Chd.),  occur  in  tropical  India  generally.  Cicindela  sex- 
punctata,  Linn.,  is  a  striking  species,  found  in  the  rice  fields  where  it 
preys  on  the  rice  bug,  Leptocorisa  varicornis.  It  appears  in  August  and 
September.  C.  grammophora,  Chd.  (Plate  XVI,  Fig.  12),  is  abundant 
in  the  rains  in  Behar,  the  commonest  of  the  small  species  and  very  active 
on  wet  ground.  C.  i-lineata,  F.,  is  a  conspicuous  insect  with  four  stripes 
of  yellow  on  the  elytra,  found  abundantly  on  the  seashore  of  Western 
India  ;  in  May,  it  feeds  on  the  Halohates  germanus  so  abundantly  thrown 
up  on  the  beach  in  the  strong  South-West  wind  and  is  a  very  conspi¬ 
cuous  insect.  Cicindela  8-notata,  Wied.,  is  common  on  the  banks  of 
rivers  in  the  plains,  a  very  gaudily  coloured  and  noticeable  species. 
C.  20-guttata,  Hbst.,  with  ten  yellow  spots  on  each  elytron  is  abundant 
in  rice  fields  with  C.  sexpunctata,  Linn. 

Collyris  includes  mainly  metallic  blue  tree-haunting  species  which 
are  difficult  to  distinguish  ;  nearly  all  are  forest  species,  some  living  on 
trees  and  bushes  in  the  plains.  Therates ,  like  Collyris ,  has  a  long  neck 
but  is  apterous,  and  includes  ro buster  brown  insects,  found  also  in 
forests.  The  Cicindelidce  are  often  of  curiously  limited  distribution 
with  regard  to  individual  species ;  the  common  forms  of  one  part  of 
India  are  limited  to  distinct  areas  and  there  appear  to  be  few  species 
really  widely  spread  even  over  the  plains.  A  number  of  our  subtropical 
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species  are  widespread  outside  India,  and  of  the  species  recorded  from 
Sind,  many  are  probably  not  Indian  at  all. 

Collecting. — These  beetles  cannot  be  caught  without  a  good  net 
and  should  always  be  killed  at  once  or  kept  apart  till  they  can  be  killed. 
Their  larvae  can  be  found  if  looked  for,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
being  reared  in  confinement.  The  greatest  desideratum  is  close  obser¬ 
vation  of  the  food  of  both  larvae  and  adults  as  the  actual  species  they 
prey  on  is  known  in  very  few  instances  and  unti]  this  is  known  their  eco¬ 
nomic  value  must  be  doubtful.  They  will  be  found  only  in  moist  soil, 
and  are  abundant  in  lands  where  silt  is  deposited  after  flood. 

Carabid^. — Predaceous  Ground  Beetles. 

Antennce  filiform  ;  the  tarsi  all  five- jointed ,  clypeus  not  extending 
laterally  in  front  of  base  of  antennce,  maxillce  not  hooked. 

These  beetles  are  widely  distinguished  from  all  others  ;  the  only 
family  with  which  they  are  likely  to  be  confused  being  the  Cicindelidce 
which  have  the  lateral  extension  of  the  clypeus  in  front  of  the  antennae. 
The  two  families  are  very  closely  connected  and  authorities  are  not  un¬ 
animous  as  to  their  separation.  The  beetles  vary  in  size  from  small  to 
moderately  large,  the  smallest  one- quarter  of  an  inch  long,  the  largest 
nearly  one  inch.  The  colouring  is  varied,  often  black  or  brown,  some¬ 
times  with  bright  patches  of  yellow,  and  it  is  often  strikingly  warning. 
(Anthia  sexguttata).  As  a  whole  it  is  the  characteristic  sombre  dark 
colouring  of  ground  insects,  similar  to  that  of  Tenebrionidce,  Blattidce, 
Forficulidce,  etc.  The  body  is  usually  oval,  broader  than  in  Cicindelidce 
and  more  flattened.  The  antennae  are  filiform,  rarely  moniliform,  not 
elbowed  and  projecting  conspicuously  in  front  of  the  head.  The  com¬ 
pound  eyes  are  large,  the  mouth-parts  conspicuous  and  long,  the  biting 
predaceous  type  with  long  curved  mandibles.  The  prothorax  is  large, 
the  elytra  fitting  tightly  to  the  body,  often  with  rows  of  pits  or  with 
lines.  The  body  is,  as  in  nearly  all  Coleoptera,  enclosed  in  hard  well¬ 
fitting  chitinous  plates,  whose  morphology  is  the  basis  of  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  this  large  family.  The  legs  are  moderately  long,  fitted  for 
rapid  running  or  short  and  thickened,  fitted  for  burrowing,  the  tarsal 
joints  distinct,  the  claws  well  formed.  In  the  males  the  basal  tarsal 
joint  of  the  fore  leg  is  expanded.  The  elytra  are  in  some  species 
soldered  together  and  do  not  open,  there  being  no  wings  below  and  flight 
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not  being  possible.  (Anthia,  Carahus).  -On  the  ventral  abdominal  seg¬ 
ments  are  specialised  set  e  used  in  rapid  locomotion  along  the  ground. 

The  life- history  is  almost  unknown  in  detail,  but  so  far  as  is  known 
elsewhere  it  is  uniform  throughout  the  group  and  the  little  known  of  the 

Indian  species  agrees  generally.  The  larvae 
are  slender  active  insects,  the  head  large 
with  long  mandibles  and  six  ocelli,  the 
thorax  and  abdomen  smooth  and  tapering, 
with  a  terminal  pair  of  dorsal  cerci,  an 
anal  tube  and  three  pairs  of  thoracic  legs. 
The  terminal  processes  are  fairly  cha¬ 
racteristic  ;  the  colours  are  black  or  dull 
and  the  carabid  larva  is  an  insect  that  can 
usually  be  readily  recognised.  They  are 
in  the  main  predaceous  and  constitute  part 
of  the  surface  fauna  and  are  best  found 
when  caterpillars  are  abundant  on  a  crop,  when  they  gather  there  to 
feed.  Elsewhere  some  are  known  to  feed  in  the  roots  of  the  crops,  and 
one  is  a  pest,  but  no  record  of  such  vegetarian  larvae  exists  for  the  Indian 
species,  which  are  commonly  predaceous.  They  suck  out  the  juice  of 
caterpillars  and  other  insects,  and  though  they  must  be  extremely  abun¬ 
dant,  are  very  rarely  found,  except  under  these  exceptional  conditions. 
No  details  are  available  as  to  the  length  of  the  life-history.  Pupation 
takes  place  in  the  soil.  The  eggs  of  one  species  ( Anthia  sexguttata )  are 
large  oval  bodies,  white  and  soft,  measuring  nearly  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  in  length.  One  is  laid  at  a  time  and  dissection  shows  that 
they  develop  successively  and  are  produced  singly  ;  apparently  egg- 
laying  is  extended  over  a  long  period  and  the  active  imaginal  life  is 
probably  long.  The  total  number  of  eggs  produced  is  probably 
small.  Hibernation,  so  far  as  observed,  takes  place  in  the  imago 
stage,  the  beetles  burying  themselves  in  the  soil  or  otherwise  taking 
shelter.  Possibly  it  takes  place  in  the  other  stages  also. 

Carabidce  are  partly  diurnal,  partly  nocturnal,  the  latter  species 
sometimes  coming  to  light.  Most  can  produce  a  caustic  mal-odorous 
liquid  from  glands  opening  above  the  anus ;  in  a  few  this  liquid  is  vola¬ 
tile,  and  on  being  set  free  goes  off  with  a  little  report;  the  enemy  being 
overcome  by  the  odour  and  detonation,  the  beetle  escapes  rapidly.  No 


Fig.  150.— Harpalus  larva. 
(After  Packard.) 
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species  is  in  India  known  to  be  destructive,  and  but  very  few  are  possible 
pests  elsewhere,  the  carnivorous  habits  of  the  family  apparently  giving 
place  to  herbivorous  habits  in  a  very  few  species.  The  family  can  be 
classed  among  the  great  number  of  miscellaneous  predators  which  check 
the  general  increase  of  other  insects.  They  are  protected  by  their  fero¬ 
cious  habits,  their  hardness  and  by  a  volatile  and  offensive  fluid 
(Pheropsophus) .  Their  habitat  includes  every  part  of  the  earth’s 
surface,  and  they  are  among  the  most  universal  of  insects.  Many  thrive 
in  the  plains,  some  in  the  hills.  Cultivated  areas  harbour  many,  as 
do  the  wastelands  and  jungles. 

The  number  of  species  in  India  is  a  large  one,  and  the  family  is  one 
of  the  most  rich  in  species.  A  list  of  the  catalogued  species  of  the  region 
may  be  found  in  the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  Vol. 
LIX  (1890),  Appendix  C.  By  no  means  all  the  species  are  described 
and  there  are  large  numbers  to  be  added  to  this  list.  A  total  of  fifty 
has  been  described  since  Atkinson’s  catalogue,  showing  how  little  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  paid  to  the  group  during  the  last  two  decades.  The 
student  may  consult  Bates’  paper  on  the  Ceylon  species,  collected  in 
five  months  by  Lewis,  to  realise  the  magnitude  of  the  group  (Ann. 
Nat.  Hist.,  VI,  Vol.  16,  pp.  68,  43,  199).  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
this  family  are  far  more  abundant  in  tropical  than  in  sub-tropical  or 
temperate  India,  and  their  place  in  the  plains  is  to  some  extent  taken 
in  the  hills  by  spiders  so  far  as  their  predaceous  function  is  concerned. 
Over  600  Indian  species  are  enumerated  by  Atkinson.  The  groups 
are  divided  as  follows  : — 


Carabine. 


Harp alin.®  I. 


'  Omophronini  4. 
Carabini  14. 

<  Nebriini  3. 
Enceladini  1. 

[Scaritini  76. 

Panagceini  16. 
Siagonini  13. 
Ozcenini  2. 
Nomiini  2. 

<  Bembidiini  19. 
Pogonini  2. 
Pterostichini  65. 
Licinini  6. 
Platynini  45. 


Harp alin®  I. 


Harpalin®  ]  I. 


Pseudomorphin®. 


' Anchonoderini  2, 
Ctenodactylini  5. 
Odacanthini  11. 
Dryptini  27. 

'  Lebiini  87. 
Helluonini  12. 
Anthiini  4. 
Ceratocerini  15. 

Brachynini  41. 
Apotomini  2. 
Broscini  4. 
Chlcenini  90. 
Harpalini  38. 

9. 


/ 


PL  A  TE  X  VI.  — Adephag  a. 


Pron}7ssa  nodicollis.  (Cicindelidae). 
Cicindela  withilli.  ,, 

Calosoma  indica.  (Carabidse). 
Scarites  nanus.  ,, 

Dicranoncus  amabilis.  ,, 

Cicindela  imperfecta.  (Cicindelidae). 

,,  aurofasciata.  ,, 

Chloenius  circumdatus.  (Carabidae). 
Trichisia  morio.  (Carabidae). 

Haliplus  angustifrons.  (Haliplidae). 
Collyris  distincta.  (Cicindelidac), 
Cicindela  grammophora.  ,, 

Tetragonoderus  sp.  (Carabidae). 
Eudema  angulatum.  ,, 
Platvrhopalus  denticornis.  (Paussidae). 


I 


I 
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It  is  impossible  to  attempt  to  discuss  the  classification  and  discri¬ 
mination  of  our  abundant  Indian  forms,  which  form  one  of  the  largest 
families.  It  may  be  hoped  that  these  insects  will  soon  be  dealt  with  in 
the  Fauna  of  India. 

Carabus  includes  only  a  few  Indian  species  and  is  more  abundant 
in  the  palsearctic  region.  Colo  soma  (Plate  XVI,  Fig.  3),  includes  the 
species  Orientate ,  Ho.,  found  in  Peshawar  to  be  predaceous  on  young 
locusts  (Schistocerca  peregrina).  Ophionea  is  a  pretty  little  insect,  com¬ 
mon  in  the  plains,  and  with  several  Indian  species.  The  colouring  and 
facies  are  distinctive,  slender  flattened  insects  marked  in  brown  and 
red.  Dendr ocellus  is  another  Indian  genus  extending  also  to  West 
Africa.  Brachinus  is  a  widespread  genus,  usually  black,  with  ferrugi¬ 
nous  head  and  prothorax,  and  greenish  elytra.  Lebia  is  another  large 
genus,  well  represented  in  India  ;  the  beetles  live  chiefly  on  bark  and 
plants,  and  are  brightly  coloured.  The  genus  Anthia  has  a  single 
Indian  representative,  the  large  A.  (Pachymorpha)  sexguttata,  Ho. 


This  insect  is  one  of  the  most  striking  beetles  of  the  plains,  black,  with 
six  large  white  spots.  It  is  wingless  and  found  wholly  on  the  soil, 
spending  the  winter  in  holes.  A  few  kept  in  captivity  lived  for  some 
months,  fed  daily  with  from  one  to  two  hundred  grasshoppers.  Eggs 
were  laid  but  failed  to  hatch.  This  is  one  of  the  few  Carabids  easily 
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identifiable,  and  I  have  been  told  that  it  figures  among  the  folktales  of 
natives  of  some  parts  of  India.  The  Scaritince  have  a  distinct  facies 
(Plate  XVI,  Fig.  4),  and  are  further  marked  by  their  pedunculate  pro¬ 
thorax  and  enlarged  digging  legs,  similar  to  those  of  the  Coprides. 
They  are  black  insects,  some  quite  small,  others  of  moderate  size,  and 
are,  so  far  as  is  known,  wholly  digging  insects.  Some  are  diurnal,  some 
nocturnal,  and  while  most  are  predaceous,  some  appears  to  feed  on 
decaying  animal  matter.  Clivina  is  one  of  the  larger  Indian  genera, 
with  many  Indian  species. 


Collecting. — Carabids  are  sufficiently  abundant  to  be  readily  found  and 
collected.  They  must  never  be  put  living  with  other  insects  but  kept 
apart  or  killed  at  once  with  benzene.  In  this  group,  details  of  the  food  of 
the  beetles  is  much  wanted  ;  every  larva  found  should  be  reared,  feeding 
it  on  living  insects  ;  though  the  beetles  are  extremely  numerous,  few  larvae 
are  known  and  fewer  still  have  been  reared.  Attempts  to  rear  Antlnia 
have  failed,  though  their  eggs  were  obtained  and  it  will  probably  be 
more  satisfactory  to  rear  from  captured  larvae.  These  should  be  care¬ 
fully  sought  fot  whenever  caterpillars  are  abundant,  as  they  collect  at 
such  spots.  Larvae  are  best  preserved  in  formalin. 

Paussid^e. 

A  family  of  small  beetles  most  readily  recognised  by  the  extraordinary 
form  of  the  antennce,  which  are  usually  very  large ,  as  well  as  by  the 
truncate  elytra  which  usually  leave  the  pygidium  exposed.  Tarsi 
five- jointed. 

These  remarkable  beetles  are  of  small  size,  generally  near  to  one- 
quarter  of  an  inch  long,  coloured  almost  wholly  in  red-brown  and  black. 
The  head  bears  the  remarkable  antennae  and  the  somewhat  reduced 
mouth-parts  ;  the  former  have  two,  six  or  ten  joints  ;  in  many  cases 
there  is  a  small  basal  joint  and  a  single  large  leaflike  apical 
joint ;  in  others  the  expanded  part  consists  of  the  apical  five 
joints.  The  prothorax  is  well  developed  and  of  varied  form  ;  the 
elytra  are  parallel- sided  and  truncate  behind,  the  pygidium  visible 
in  most  species.  The  legs  are  of  varied  form,  sometimes  expanded  and 
leaflike,  usually  slender  and  formed  for  walking. 
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The  life-history  of  no  species  is  known.  These  beetles  are  found  at 
light,  have  been  repeatedly  found  walking  on  the  soil  and  are  found  in 


Fig.  152. — A.  Ceratoderus  oberthuri,  B.  E  u  pl a  t yrhop a  l  u  s  aplustifer, 
C.  Platyrhopalus  mellyi. 

(. After  Desneux. ) 


ants’  nests.  It  is  believed  they  are  all  myrmecophilous,  living  on  vary¬ 
ing  terms  of  indebtedness  in  the  nests  of  surface  ants.  They  fly  quickly 
and  settle  with  the  wings  extremely  quickly  closed,  so  that  they  appear 
to  fall  rather  than  to  settle.  As  in  the  previous  family,  these  beetles 
secrete  a  liquid  which  is  irritant  to  the  human  skin. 

Of  the  known  species  (Desneux,  Genera  Insectorum),  nearly  300 
in  number,  about  one-seventh  are  Indian,  and  the  fauna  is  comparatively 
rich  in  forms.  They  are  found  in  the  plains  as  in  the  hills  and  probably 
many  plains’  forms  remain  to  be  discovered. 

Platyrhopalus  denticornis,  Donov.  (Plate  XVI),  is  apparently  the 
most  common,  found  at  light  and  walking  on  the  soil.  Merismoderus 
Bensoni,  Westw.,  is  known  from  the  United  Provinces  and  figured  by 
Westwood  (Cab.  Oriental  Entomology,  Plate  XLI,  Fig.  4);  he  states 
that  it  was  found  in  a  “  black  ants’  nest.”  Many  Indian  species 
of  this  family  are  figured  in  Westwood’s  Arcana  Entomologica. 
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MYRMECOPHILOUS  INSECTS. 

In  a  publication,  dated  1894,  Wassmann  enumerates  nearly 
1,200  insects  which  live  in  some  degree  of  association  with  ants,  and 
over  one  hundred  living  in  connection  with  termites.  The  former 
are  the  4  ‘  Myrmecophilous  5  5  insects ;  they  possess  a  special  in¬ 
terest  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  them 
are  not  inimical  to  the  ants  in  whose  nests  they  live,  but  they  play  an 
important  part  in  the  economy  of  the  nest  and  are  deliberately  fed  and 
maintained  by  ants.  The  ant  community  is  much  like  the  human  com¬ 
munity  ;  it  has  species  of  insects  that  it  domesticates,  feeds,  tends  and 
preserves  on  account  of  the  food  it  derives  from  them  ;  there  are  others 
which  live  in  harmony  with  them,  are  tolerated  but  are  not  known 
to  have  any  value  to  the  ants  ;  there  are  insects  hostile  to  the  ants 
themselves,  but  which,  nevertheless,  maintain  themselves  in  their 
nests  ;  and  there  are  parasites  which  live  in  the  bodies  of  ants. 

The  same  applies  to  termites  but  far  less  is  known  of  them  since 
they  are  tropical  insects  and  have  been  far  less  studied.  It  is  probable 
that  the  ‘  ‘  termitophilous  insects  ’  ’  are  as  varied  and  numerous  as  the 
myrmecophilous  insects  and  there  is  here  a  great  field  for  observation 
and  research  in  this  country. 

Comparatively  little  is  known  of  myrmecophilous  insects  in  India  ; 
Wroughton,  Rothney  and  others  who  investigated  Indian  ants,  found  a 
number  of  species  and  Wroughton  has  also  found  termitophilous 
insects  ;  but  the  number  recorded  and  the  observations  made  covers 
only  a  very  small  part  of  the  ground.  We  have  here  endeavoured  to 
condense  from  Wassmann’ s  Kritisches  Verzeichniss  not  only  the 
groups  found  elsewhere  but  the  recorded  Indian  species. 

Escherich  describes  three  Termitophilous  Thysanura,  of  the 
Genera  Assmuthia  and  Platystelea  from  India  (Zool.  Anz.,  p.  743). 
Myrmecophila  among  Orthoptera  is  the  sole  recorded  genus  :  Wrough¬ 
ton  and  Aitken  record  M.  acervorum,  Panz.  var  flavocincta ,  Wassm. 
in  the  nests  of  Plagiolepis  longipes ,  Jerd.  This  little  insect  is 
one  of  the  Myrmecophilince  (Gryllidse).  Wassmann  (Zeitsch.  Wiss 
Insecten-biol.  I,  p.  334),  describes  Myrmecophila  prenolepidis  found 
in  Bombay  by  Assmuth,  running  with  the  ants  (Prenolepis  longicornis) 
which  were  moving  their  nest  at  the  beginning  of  the  rains.  The  same 
Myrmecophila  occurs  with  the  same  ant  in  Brazil.  Two  other  species 
of  Myrmecophila  are  known  to  live  with  Pheidole  Wro'ightoni  and  with 
Camponotus  compressus .  The  author  states  that  Myrmecophila  lives 
with  one  ant  species  in  its  nymphal  instars  and  with  another  when  full 
grown. 

Among  Neuroptera ,  a  single  Psocid  is  recorded.  Some  Eutermes 
live  in  a  friendly  manner  with  species  of  Termes  and  are  thus  Termito¬ 
philous.  In  Hymenoptera ,  we  have  first  the  ants  living  in  a  social  way 
with  other  ants  ;  thus  a  small  ant  may  make  nests  by  tunnelling  in  the 
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solid  earth  left  between  the  galleries  of  a  much  larger  kind  of  ant  ;  or 
two  kinds  of  ants  may  share  a  nest.  Wassmann  records  no  instances 
from  this  country  but  our  common  ant  Myrmecocystus  setipes  certainly 
allows  another  ant  to  build  between  its  galleries,  and  there  are  probably 
other  instances.  Ants  are  also  termitophilous  in  that  they  live  in 
termites’  nests.  Two  sphegid  wasps,  Rhinopsis  constancice ,  and  R.  rufi- 
cornis,  Cam.,  mimic  and  live  where  Sima  rufonigra  is  common  ;  but  the 
exact  relations  are  doubtful.  Elsewhere,  Fossorial  wasps  prey  upon 
ants,  carrying  them  off  to  stock  their  cells  with.  Various  Parasitic 
Hymenoptera  destroy  ants  but  none  are  yet  recorded  in  India.  Lepi- 
doptera  include  a  very  few  whose  larvae  live  in  ants’  nests  (none  Indian), 
and  a  number  which  are  visited  by  ants,  which  have  special  “  honey 
organs11  and  which  in  some  cases  pupate  in  the  ants’  nests. 
deNiceville  remarks  that  some  of  these  caterpillars  will  thrive  only  in 
association  with  their  particular  ants.  These  are  all  Lyccenidce  ;  the  list 
embraces  the  following  : — 


Polyommatus  bceticus ,  L.  visited 

Tarucus  theophrastus,  F.  ,, 

Gerydus  symethus,  Cram.  ,, 

Rapala  schistacea,  Ms.  „ 

Chilades  laius ,  Cram.  ,, 

,,  trochilus,  Frey.  ,, 

Zizera  ly  simon,  Hubn.  ,, 

Lyccenesthes  emolus ,  God.  ,, 

Lampides  celianus ,  F.  ,, 

Catochrysops  cnejus,  F.  ,, 

,,  pandava ,  Horsf.  ,, 


by  Camponotus  compressus,  F. 

,,  Prenolepis  clandestinus ,  Mayr. 
,,  Tapinoma  melanocephalum,  F. 
,,  Camponotus  compressus,  F. 

,,  Pheidole  latinoda,  Rag. 

9  9 

,, 

9  9 

,, 

,,  Camponotus  compressus.  F. 

,,  Pheidole  quadrispinosa,  Jerd. 

,,  Tapinoma  melanocephalum,  F. 
,,  (Ecophylla  smaragdina,  F. 

,,  Camponotus  mitis,  Sm. 

,,  Camponotus  compressus,  F. 

,,  Prenolepis  longicornis,  Ltr. 

,,  Monomorium  speculare,  Mayr. 

,,  Cremastog aster  sp. 


Among  Diptera,  there  are  less  than  20  species  recorded,  chiefly 
European,  Microdon  being  the  best  known.  A  single  Indian  example 
among  Heteropterous  Rhynchota  is  the  Coreid  Dulichius  inflatus,  Kby., 
which  Wroughton  found  to  mimic  Polyrhachis  spiniger,  Mayr.,  and  to  live 
where  this  ant  is  common.  Of  the  Homoptera,  there  are  species  of 
Fulgoridce  and  Membracidce  which  are  visited  by  ants  to  get  the  sweet 
secretion.  Our  common  species  of  Leptocentrus  among  the  latter  and 
Pyrilla  aberrans,  Wlk.,  among  the  former  are  examples.  Psyllidce, 
Aphidce  and  Coccidce  also  afford  many  examples,  ants  either  simply 
visiting  them  to  get  honeydew,  or  building  shelters  over  them,  or 
maintaining  them  in  their  nests.  (Ecophylla  smaragdina  commonly 
sews  together  the  leaves  round  colonies  of  Coccids  and  makes  shelters 
for  them  ;  a  very  large  number  of  our  Coccids  and  Aphids  are  visited 
by  species  of  Camponotus,  Cremastog  aster,  Cataulacus,  etc.,  though  we 
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are  not  aware  of  any  detailed  information  as  to  the  species  of  ants 
which  visit  each.  A  small  number  of  Podurich?  and  Lepismidse 
are  also  recorded  as  being  found  as  guests  .  •  ants’  nests.  We 
have  left  the  Coleoptera  to  the  last,  as  they  form  the  greater 
number  of  the  recorded  species.  The  following  families  are  enumerated 
as  having  more  than  ten  Myrmecophilous  or  Termitophilous  species 


Myrmecophilous 

Termitophilous. 

Staphylinidae 

263 

59 

Pselaphidae 

113 

5 

Clavigeridse 

89 

0 

Paussidse 

169 

0 

Scvdmgenidse 

32 

0 

Silphid  3e 

35 

1 

Trichopterygidee 

14 

0 

Lathridiidse 

30 

1 

Thorictidae 

40 

0 

Histeridse 

128 

7 

Scarabseidse 

17 

6 

Below  is  a  list  of  eleven  species  more  or  less  definitely  ascertained 
to  b  Myrmecophilous  in  India  ;  Wassmann  includes  manv  others  which, 
from  structural  characters,  he  assumes  are  myrmecophilous,  especially 
Pam  fids. 


Clm  leridce 
Pau  sidce 


Colydiidce 

Scarabwidce 

Pselaphidce 


Claviger  Hageni ,  Motsch. 
Mastiger  abruptus ,  Motsch. 
Merismoderus  Bensoni,  Westw. 

Paussus  Fichteli,  Don. 

Paussus  soleatus,  Wasm. 

Paussus  suavis ,  Wasm. 

Paussus  Wroughtoni,  Wasm. 
Paramellon  sociale,  Waterh. 
Chcetopisthes  fulvus,  Westw. 

„  simplicipes,  Reiche. 
Aulacophora  sp. 


East  Indies. 

'Calcutta. 

with  b.  1:  ants,  Ben- 
gal. 

Black  ants  ip,  Pheidole). 
Pheidole  Wroughtoni, 
For. 

Pheidole  latinoda ,  Rag. 
Pheidole  Wroughtoni ,  F or. 
In  ants5  nests. 

In  Termites5  nests. 

,,  ,,  ,, 

}?  ?? 


On  the  analogy  of  other  countries  it  is  probable  that  there  are  abun¬ 
dant-  myrmecophilous  and  termitophilous  insects  in  India  and  we  re¬ 
produce  the  list  above  as  a  guide  to  the  student  for  what  he  may  expect 

to  find. 


In  a  later  paper  (Deutsche  Ent,  Zeitung,  1899,  I,  p.  145),  Wass¬ 
mann  describes  the  termitophilous  insects  found  in  the  nests  of  the  com¬ 
mon  white  ant,  Termes  obesus ,  Ramb  ,  at  Ahmednagar  by  Father  Heim. 
They  are  four  Staphylinids,  T ermitodiscus  Heimi,  Myrmedonia  widens , 
Myrmedonia  Heimi,  Myrmedonia  sculpticollis :  and  two  Aphodiine 
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beetles,  Chcetopisthes  sulciger  and  Corythroderus  gihbiger .  As  Myrmeco- 
philous,  Wassmanj-  mentions  the  following  species  : — 


. 


a 

Fig.  153.— MYRMECOPHILOUS  BEETLES. -A.  TERMITODISCUS  HEIMI.—  B.  CH.ETOPISTHES 
sulciger.- C.  Corythroderus  gibbiger.  —  D.  Thorictus  heimi.— E.  Wroughto- 

NILLA  LOBOPELTiE.  — F.  COSSYPHODINUS  INDICUS.— G.  C.  IN  Dir  US,  ANTENNA 
FOLDED  IN  CAVITY. 

[ After  Wassmann ]. 


Staphylinidje — 


Wroughtonilla  lobopeltce,  Wassm.  with 
Thorigtim — 

Thorictus  Heimi ,  Wassm.  ,, 

IjATHRIDIIDiE — 

Coluocera  Beloni,  Wassm.  ,, 

\  ,  ,  ?? 


Lobopelta  diminuta ,  Sm.  Nil- 
giris. 

T  riglyphotrix  walshi,  For. 

Ahmednagar. 

Pheidole  sulcaticeps,  Rag. 
Ahmednagar. 

Holcomyrmex  scabriceps ,  Mayr, 
Ahmednagar, 
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COSSYPHODID^E — 

Cossyphodinus  indicus,  Wassm. 

Tenebrionid^ — 

Dichillus  tenellus,  Wassm. 

Schizillus  Rogersi ,  Wassm. 

Tetranillus  costatus,  Wassm. 
Stenosis  dentipennis,  Wassm. 

„  wroughtoni,  Wassm. 


with  Pheidole  sulcaticeps,  Rag. 

Ahmednagar. 

,,  Holcomyrmex  scabriceps,  Mayr. 
Ahmednagar. 

„  Pheidole  indica,  Mayr.  Mus- 
soorie. 

„  ?  ?  Ahmednagar. 

„  Cremas  tog  aster  sp.  Thana. 

„  Pheidole  latinoda.  North 

Gujarat. 


Rhysodidjl. 

Head  with  a  slender  neck.  Antennce  filiform,  eleven- jointed.  Tarsi 
five-jointed.  Abdomen  of  six  joints,  basal  three 
connate.  Front  tibiae  notched  on  inner  edge. 

A  small  family  of  two  genera  ;  they  are  elongate,  the  integument 
hard  and  with  longitudinal  impressed  lines  ;  all  are  coloured  black  or 
brown.  The  few  known  species  have  been  found  under  the  bark  of 
trees.  Lewis  revised  the  family  in  1889  (Ann.  Nat.  Hist.  VI,  Yol.  2) 
and  listed  forty  species  of  Rhysodes  and  Clinidium,  of  which  C.  apertum, 
Reit.,  R.  aterrimus,  Chevr.,  is  Indian  and  R.  taprobance,  Fairm..  is  known 
from  Ceylon.  Three  species  of  Rhysodes  have  since  been  described  by 
Arrow. 


Dytlscid^e. 

Aquatic  beetles,  the  posterior  coxce  enlarged,  the  antennce  filiform. 

Hind  leg  formed  for  swimming.  Males  with  the  three 
basal  tarsal  joints  of  foreleg  dilated. 

These  beetles  are  readily  distinguished  by  the  above  characters 
from  other  aquatic  beetles.  They  are  practically  aquatic  Carabids 
with  the  bodily  form  and  appendages  modified  to  suit  their  mode  of 
life.  They  include  some  of  the  larger  beetles  and  many  small  forms : 
the  colouring  is  sombre  and  probably  renders  the  swimming  beetle  in¬ 
conspicuous.  The  form  is  oval,  the  parts  very  closely  united  to  form 
one  continuous  whole  with  no  projecting  angles  or  lines  ;  the  head  is 
broad,  tightly  fitting  and  only  capable  of  slight  movement.  The  trophi 
are  similar  to  those  of  the  Carabidse,  the  biting  carnivorous  type. 
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The  elytra  cover  the  abdomen  and  the  wings  are  large  and  functional 
in  all  species.  The  anterior  legs  are  set  close  together,  of  the  usual  form 

except  in  the  males,  in  which  the 
basal  tarsal  joints  are  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent  dilated ;  in  some  this 
dilation  is  so  large  as  to  form  a 
conspicuous  sucker-like  organ  and 
used  by  the  male  to  securely  hold 
the  female.  The  hind  legs  are  long 
and  formed  for  swimming,  the  tarsi 
compressed  and  twisted  so  that  the 
upper  edge  is  outward  ;  they  are 
ciliated  on  one  or  both  edges.  The 
coxae  are  very  large  and  occupy  a 
large  part  of  the  ventral  surface. 
The  sexes  are  similar  in  general 
appearance  and  are  distinguished 
by  the  fore  tarsi.  These  beetles 
excrete  a  whitish  fluid  from  the 
articulation  of  the  head  and  pro¬ 
thorax  on  being  seized,  and  also 
excrete  an  unpleasant  fluid  at  the 
anus. 

The  life-history  of  no  species  appears  to  have  been  worked  out  in  India 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  it  differs  from  the  general  type.  Eggs 
are  laid  in  aquatic  plants,  under  water,  and  hatch  into  elongated  grubs 
with  a  large  flat  head,  a  long  tapering  body  terminating  in  two  ciliated 
processes  ;  there  are  three  pairs  of  long  swimming  legs.  The  apex  of 
the  abdomen  ends  in  two  spiracles  which  alone  are  open  and  functional ; 
the  larva  comes  to  the  surface  tail  upwards,  the  two  processes  lie  flat 
on  the  surface  film  owing  to  their  ciliations  and  support  the 
grub,  which  takes  in  the  air  supply  quickly.  The  head  has  a  pair 
of  long  hollow  sickle -shaped  mandibles,  and  it  has  been  shown  that 
when  these  are  in  use  the  mouth  is  automatically  closed  ;  the  larva 
grasps  its  prey  by  the  mandibles,  inserts  them  and  sucks  the  blood 
through  the  hollow  mandibles ;  the  larvae  are  extraordinarily  voracious, 
and  if  confined  together,  attack  and  destroy  one  another.  They  are 
II  l  18 


Fig.  154.— Cy  bister  confusus,  male. 
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abundant  in  freshwater  in  India,  especially  if  stagnant  or  nearly  so. 
Pupation  takes  place  in  the  mud  near  the  water.  The  adults  are 
aquatic,  and  carry  their  air  supply  under  their  elytra  ;  they  also 
come  up  periodically  with  the  apex  of  the  elytra  upwards  to  renew 
their  air  supply.  They  are  carnivorous  but  less  voracious  than  the 
larvae  and  fly  at  night  from  pond  to  pond.  Nothing  is  known 
of  the  habits  of  the  Indian  species  nor  of  their  mode  of  hibernation, 
number 


Fig.  155.— Eretes  sticticus  larva  and  imago  x  3. 


Sharp  in  1876  experimented  with  Dytiscidce  to  find  the  ratio  of  the 
time  spent  getting  air  at  the  surface  to  that  spent  under  water.  He 
found  in  Dytiscus  marginalis  a  ratio  of  1  to  12.  Pelobius  has  a  ratio  of 
1  to  375.  (Proc.  Linn.  Soc.,  1877.) 


The  family  is  a  large  one,  monographed  by  Sharp  (On  Aquatic 
Carnivorous  Coleoptera)  ;  Kegimbart  in  1899  revised  the  Eastern  forms 
(Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1899,  p.  186)  listing  140  “  Indian  ”  species. 
Three  new  ones  collected  by  Maindron  were  added  (loc.  cit.,  1903,  p. 
333).  The  principal  genera  are  arranged  as  follows  : — 
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I.  Hydroporides — 

1.  Hydroporini. — Hydroporus,  4;  Hyphoporus,  9;  Hyphy- 

drus,  3  ;  Clypeodytes,  6  ;  Bidessus,  6  ;  Yola,  1. 

2.  Hydrovatini  —  Hydro vatus,  15. 

3.  Methlini. — -Met hies  indicus,  Keg. 

II.  Noterides — 

Hydrocoptus ,  4  ;  Canthydrus,  6  ;  Hydrocan  thus  indicus,  We. 

III.  Laccophilides — 

Laccophilus,  15  ;  Neptosternus,  2. 

IV.  Dytiscides — 

1.  Colymbetini. — Agabus,  10  ;  Platynectes,  3  ;  Lacconectes,  5  ; 

Copelatus,  7  ;  Rhantus,  5  ; 

2.  Hydaticini. — Prodaticus  pictus,  Shp.  ;  Hydaticus,  8. 

3.  Thermonectini. — Sandracottus,  3. 

4.  Eretini. — Eretes  sticticus,  Linn. 

5.  Cybistini. — Cybister,  17. 

Hyphoporus  includes  small  oval  thickset  beetles  found  widespread 
in  wells  and  tanks.  H.  aper,  Shp.,  appears  to  be  the  commonest  plains’ 
species.  Copelatus  indicus ,  Shp.,  is  a  small  dark  insect,  abundant  in 
rice  fields  and  found  under  the  bark  of  trees  during  the  time  when  the 
fields  are  dried  up.  Hydaticus  Fabricii ,  Mch.,  and  H.  vittatus,  Fabr., 
are  the  commonest  plains  species  of  this  genus,  medium  sized  brown 
insects  found  in  tanks.  Sandracottus  Dejeani ,  Aub.,  is  widespread  and 
abundant  in  wells  and  tanks,  a  handsome  black  and  brown  mottled 
insect  of  moderate  size. 

Eretes  (Eunectes)  sticticus,  Linn.,  is  also  extremely  abundant  and 
common  ;  its  larva  feeds  on  Culex  larvae.  Cybister  includes  the  large 
forms  which  take  the  place  of  the  European  Dytiscus  ;  Cybister  confusus, 
Shp.,  is  the  large  black  water  beetle  with  the  lateral  brown  stripe 
found  in  fresh  water  in  the  plains.  C.  tripunctatus,  01.  var.  asiaticus, 
Shp.,  is  smaller,  also  abundant  in  rice  fields  and  tanks. 
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INSECTS  AS  FOOD. 

It  is  a  matter  of  daily  observation  that  many  birds  and  some  mam¬ 
mals  find  that  insects  are  an  excellent  food  and  one  may  wonder  that 
man  has  not  found  this  also.  But  in  nothing  are  the  vagaries  and 
caprices  of  man  better  shown  than  in  what  he  will  and  will  not  eat, 
and  so  a  very  large  supply  of  food  has,  and  apparently  will,  daily  perish. 

Herbivorous  insects  live  in  exactly  the  way  a  herbivorous  mammal 
such  as  a  sheep  does,  feeding  on  the  tissues  of  dry  or  green  plants  and 
transforming  them  into  animal  tissues,  which  differ  little  from  the  tis¬ 
sues  of  a  mammal  or  bird  and  are  but  the  concentrated  nourishment  of 
the  living  plant ;  only  in  many  cases  they  do  so  far  more  quickly  and 
are  far  easier  and  quicker  to  rear  in  large  quantities.  Why  then  are 
they  not  more  eaten  ?  It  is  pure  caprice  and  we  know  that  many  insects 
are  excellent  and  nourishing  food.  Unfortunately,  there  are  not  the 
data  available  to  really  deal  with  this  subject  ;  in  times  of  scarcity  all 
the  world  over  men  have  turned  to  insects  and  travellers  have  recorded 
the  insects  eaten  and  the  expertness  of  the  little-civilised  portion  of 
mankind  in  finding  them  ;  but  the  subject  rests  in  darkness  precisely 
because  the  people  who  practise  this  habit  are  not  those  of  whom  much 
is  known  or  whom  civilisation  reaches  ;  we  fear  that  the  spread  of  civi¬ 
lisation  will  lead  to  the  total  abolition  of  these  interesting  practices 
before  we  know  about  them,  to  the  detriment  of  a  later  generation  which 
will  have  to  rediscover  by  experiment  which  are  and  which  are  not,  good 
to  eat ;  unless  they  adopt  the  4  4  monkey  ’  ’  test.  It  is  stated  in  books 
that  what  a  monkey  will  eat  is  good  food  for  man  ;  it  is  certain  that 
monkeys  eat  insects  with  avidity  excepting  the  extremely  nauseous 
ones  with  warning  colouring.  Mankind  eats  many  curious  things,  in¬ 
cluding  oysters,  shrimps,  whelks  and  cockles,  dried  sea  slugs  (Holothu- 
rians),  and  birds’  nests  ;  the  most  civilised  nation  is  addicted  to  eating 
snails,  even  uncooked  ;  and  yet  there  is  an  absurd  prejudice  against 
insects,  not  universal,  but  certainly  covering  the  more  civilised  portions 
of  mankind.  We  may  doubt  if  the  deterioration  in  natural  instincts 
that  civilisation  brings  is  not  revealed  in  the  races  that  eat  so  nauseous, 
deadly  and  unappetising  a  thing  as  an  oyster  and  refuse  to  consider 
a  nice  clean  white  termite  queen  or  a  dish  of  locusts. 

Among  the  few  items  of  Entomology  of  this  kind,  the  fact  is  on 
record  that  in  Assam,  the  large  bugs  of  the  genus  Aspongopus  are  eaten 
with  rice  ;  in  Burmah,  the  red  ant  (GEcophylla  smaragdina)  is  reported 
to  be  a  delicacy,  its  pungent  flavour  relieving  the  monotony  of  the  daily 
fare.  Locusts  are  appreciated  in  many  parts  of  India  and  it  is  said  that 
dried  locusts  form  an  ingredient  of  curries  even  in  Calcutta,  where  a 
locust  swarm  is  looked  on  as  a  providential  occurrence.  In  Burmah, 
the  larvse  of  an  aquatic  beetle  are  collected  and  eaten  ;  this  is  the 
beetle,  Eretes  (Eunectes)  sticticus,  apparently  the  commonest  species 
of  Dytiscidse  in  India.  The  following  observations  of  this  insect  in 
Burmah,  are  by  J.  Carey,  Esq.,  Sub-Divisional  Officer  ; — 
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“An  insect  called  the  Twinpo  (literally  insect  found  in  pits  or 
hollows)  is  found  in  Twinywa,  a  village  about  8  miles  west  of  Budalin, 
situated  in  a  large  depression  presumably  caused  by  volcanic  eruption. 
The  long  slender  specimens  without  wings  (Fig.  155),  are  the  young 
insects  :  the  oval  shaped  ones  with  wings  are  the  fully  developed  insects 
(Fig.  155).  They  live  and  thrive  in  the  waters  of  the  lake  in  the  middle 
of  the  depression.  The  waters  of  this  lake  are  slightly  salt  and  bitter. 
Among  the  developed  insects,  the  male  can  be  distinguished  from  the 
female  by  the  circular  extremities  of  its  front  legs.  Besides  the  male  is 
generally  smaller  than  the  female.  The  fully  developed  insects  are 
seen  only  after  a  shower  of  rain,  when  the  lake  is  simply  agitated  by 
their  movements.  This  is  a  sign  that  breeding  is  going  to  take  place ; 
for  soon  after  the  shower  the  insects  creep  on  to  the  land  and  remain 
embedded  in  the  mud  about  three  or  four  feet  away  from  the  water’s 
edge.  Whilst  remaining  in  the  mud  with  their  heads  slightly  exposed, 
they  lay  eggs  from  which  the  slender  needle-shaped  insects  without 
wings  are  found,  on  the  third  day.  The  young  insects  make  for  the 
water  as  soon  as  they  are  formed,  and  after  twenty  days  reappear  still 
retaining  their  original  slender  form,  but  slightly  larger  in  size.  They 
are  then  of  the  same  shape  and  size  as  the  samples.  As  soon  as 
these  young  insects  appear  they  make  for  the  land  and  remain 
entirely  embedded  in  the  earth  at  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  feet  from 
the  water’s  edge ;  the  young  insect  remains  hidden  in  the  ground  for 
ten  days  and  after  that  period  it  emerges  from  the  ground  entirely 
transformed — instead  of  the  needle-shaped  insect  devoid  of  wings,  there 
appears  from  the  ground  an  oval-shaped  insect,  possessed  of  a  pair  of 
wings.  The  insect  returns  to  the  lake  as  soon  as  it  is  fully 
developed. 

“The  fully  developed  insects  are  caught  at  the  water’s  edge  when 
they  are  creeping  up  the  land  to  the  mud.  The  undeveloped  slender 
ones  are  caught  at  the  edge  of  the  water  when  they  creep  up  to  the  land 
to  go  through  the  process  of  transformation.  The  insect  is  eaten  in 
both  forms  and  is  considered  a  delicacy  by  the  Bur  man.’  ’ 

Termite  queens  are  also  eaten  in  some  places  in  India  as  in  Africa, 
and  we  can  imagine  no  more  dainty  or  tempting  morsel  than  such  an 
insect,  which  is  most  carefully  fed  and  tended  and  which  presents  a  most 
pleasing  appearance.  In  some  parts  of  South  India,  every  boy  of  an 
age  of  12  to  14  is  said  to  be  given  a  termite  que  n  to  eat,  after  which  he 
runs  a  distance  of  two  or  more  miles ;  having  once  done  this  he  will  be 
able  thereafter  to  endure  fatigue  and  run  well.  The  large  fat  grubs 
of  Oryctes  are  also  eaten,  and  probably  many  other  similar  insects.  It 
is  said  to  be  a  common  practice  among  tribes  in  the  wilder  parts  of  India 
to  eat  the  larvae  and  pupoe  of  the  big  jungle  bee,  Apis  dorsata,  found  in 
the  combs.  So  also  rearers  of  wild  silk  such  as  tassar  (Anther cea  paphia) 
are  known  to  regard  the  pupae  in  the  cocoon  as  a  delicacy  and  to  eat  it 
when  the  silk  has  been  reeled  off. 
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These  are  all  the  instances  we  have  been  able  to  gather  in  India ; 
notable  cases  elsewhere  are  the  egg  masses  of  Notonecta  in  Mexico,  and 
the  Grugru  worm  of  the  West  Indies;  we  can  vouch  for  the  excellence 
of  the  latter,  which  are  the  larvse  of  the  Palm  Weevil,  Rhynchophorus 
palmarum ;  these  are  eaten  raw  or  cooked.  Eaton  records  that  in 
Nyassaland,  a  paste  of  Mayflies  and  Culicidce  is  eaten  under  the  name 
of  “Kungu.”  The  Mayfly  is  Ccenis  kungu,  Etn.  (Monogr.  Rec.  Ephem., 
p.  148).  A  species  of  Elmis  (Parnidce)  is  used  as  a  relish  in  Peru 
according  to  Philippi  (Stett.  Ent.  Zeit.,  1864,  p.  93). 

The  reader  should  consult  Wallace’s  article  “On  the  Insects  used 
as  food  by  the  Indians  of  the  Amazon”  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London, 
1854,  p .  241).  He  mentions  five  insects  belonging  to  distinct  orders 
which  are  used  as  food ;  the  female  of  an  ant  called  Sauba  (Atta  cepha- 
lotes,  Latr.)  is  captured  “  in  basketfuls  ”  when  it  swarms  out  of  the 
nests ;  Wallace  remarks  “  it  is  rather  a  singular  sight  to  see  for  the  first 
time  an  Indian  taking  his  breakfast  in  the  Sauba  season.  He  opens  the 
basket  and  as  the  great  winged  ants  crawl  slowly  out,  he  picks  them  up 
carefully  and  transfers  them  with  alternate  handfuls  of  farina  (Cassava 
meal)  to  his  mouth.”  The  worker  of  a  termite  (Termes  flavicolle, 
Perty)  is  eaten  on  account  of  the  mass  of  muscle  in  the  head  and  thorax, 
a  Homopterous  insect  (Umbonia  spinosa)  is  eaten  roasted,  as  well  as 
the  grub  of  the  Palm  Weevil  (Rhynchophorus  palmarum )  ;  finally  Wal¬ 
lace’s  last  paragraph  is  worth  quoting  entire,  as  it  might  quite  correctly 
have  been  written  in  some  parts  of  India.  “  The  apterous  insect  which 
is  eaten  by  the  South  American  Indians,  more,  I  presume,  as  a  delicacy 
than  as  an  article  of  food,  is  a  species  of  Pediculus  which  inhabits  the 
head  of  that  variety  of  mankind.  The  method  of  capturing  and  de¬ 
vouring  this  insect  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  which  everyone  has  seen 
adopted  by  the  monkeys  at  the  gardens  of  the  Zoological  Society. 
A  couple  of  Indian  belles  will  often  devote  a  spare  half  hour  to  Entomo¬ 
logical  researches  in  each  other’s  glossy  tresses,  every  capture  being 
immediately  transferred  to  the  mouth  of  the  operator.” 

The  following  extract  from  Cuvier’s  Natural  History  refers  to  the 
Migratory  Locust  ( Schistocerca  peregrinum)  :  — 

“Some  people  of  Arabia  and  of  some  other  countries  of  the  East, 
take  them  in  great  quantities,  have  them  dried,  ground  and  made 
into  a  sort  of  bread,  when  their  crops  have  failed.  At  Bagdad,  they 
are  brought  to  market  and  by  this  means  the  price  of  other  provisions  is 
said  to  be  considerably  lowered.  According  to  report,  the  locusts  have 
something  of  the  flavour  of  a  pigeon.  One  man  can  easily  despatch  two 
hundred  of  them  at  a  meal.  The  modes  of  cooking  them  are  various.  The 
Bedouins  of  Egypt  roast  them  alive  upon  the  coals,  and  eat  them  as  a 
great  delicacy,  having  first  removed  the  wings  and  feet.  They  also 
remove,  at  least  in  some  places,  the  intestines.  The  women  and 
children  of  some  parts  of  Arabia  Felix,  string  them  together,  and  thus 
sell  them.  The  Arabs  roast  these  insects  and  steep  them  in  butter, 
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and  when  they  wish  to  carry  their  luxury  to  an  extreme,  they  give  them 
but  a  single  boil  in  water,  and  afterwards  fry  them  in  butter.  The 
inhabitants  of  Morocco  dry  them  on  the  roofs  of  terraces  of  their  houses 
and  eat  them  either  smoked  or  broiled  or  boiled.  Other  people  of  Bar¬ 
bary  preserve  them  in  pickle.  According  to  Forsksel,  there  is  no  great 
relish  in  this  aliment,  and  if  used  to  too  great  a  degree,  it  thickens  the 
blood,  and  becomes  injurious  to  melancholic  temperaments.’ 5 

That  the  art  of  cooking  insects  is  not  extinct  is  shown  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  Harry  Roberts’  44  The  Tramp’s  Handbook  ”  (1903, 
p.  121).  45  The  larvae  of  cockchafers  fried  with  a  little  salt  and  pepper 

are  not  to  be  despised,  and  many  of  our  common  caterpillars — including 
those  of  the  cabbage  white  butterfly  and  of  the  currant  moth — may  be 
cooked  in  the  same  way.” 

The  cabbage  white  butterfly  is  our  Pieris  brassicce,  abundant  occa¬ 
sionally  in  Behar  in  April;  this  insect  may  then  prove  to  be  a 
blessing  in  disguise. 

Haliplid^i. 

Posterior  coxae  produced  behind  in  a  plate  partly  covering  the  abdo¬ 
men.  Antennae  bare ,  ten- jointed. 

A  small  family  distinct  by  the  coxae  from  Carabidce  and  Dytiscidce. 
The  antennae  are  ten-jointed,  inserted  near  the  eyes  ;  the  scutellum  is 

absent ;  the  tarsi  are  narrow  as  in 
Carabidae,  and  not  formed  for  swim¬ 
ming  ;  in  the  males  the  basal  three 
joints  in  the  anterior  legs  are  slightly 
dilated.  These  small  beetles  are 
found  in  fresh  water,  such  as  ponds 
and  streams ;  they  have  a  habit  of 
coming  out  to  gather  on  plants  near 
the  water  and  may  sometimes  be 
captured  in  numbers.  No  Indian 
species  seems  to  have  been  reared  and 
but  a  very  few  species  are  known  from 
India  at  all.  Cardon’s  collections 
yielded  Haliplus  pulchellus,  CL,  and 
H.  angustifrons ,  Reg.  The  latter  is  a 
small  yellow  brown  insect  with  black  speckles,  found  also  at  light. 
(Plate  XYI,  fig.  10.) 


Fig.  156.— Haliplus  angustifrons, 

VENTRAL  VIEW  OF  ABDOMEN  TO 
SHOW  THE  LARGE  PLATE-LIKE 

COX.E. 
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GrYRiNiDiE. — Whirligig  Beetles. 

Antennce  short,  eyes  divided,  posterior  coxce  fixed ,  posterior  legs  formed 
into  paddles.  Larva  aquatic ,  imago  on  surface  of  fresh  water. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  recognising  members  of  this  family,  small 
shiny  beetles  which  move  in  incessant  activity  on  the  surface  of  streams 
and  tanks.  They  are  usually  of  a  black 
colour,  the  submerged  portion  pubescent, 
the  rest  shiny.  The  head,  prothorax  and 
elytra  are  closely  fitted,  the  antennae  short 
and  inconspicuous,  inserted  in  a  groove 
in  front  of  the  eyes  :  the  head  is  well  de¬ 
veloped  with  the  large  compound  eyes  divi¬ 
ded,  so  that  one  part  is  in  the  water,  one 
part  in  the  air.  The  fore  legs  are  long  and 
slender,  the  tarsi  in  the  males  of  some  spe- 

Fig.  157.— DineutEs 

cies  dilated  to  form  a  plate  which  is  set  indicus. 

below  with  little  suckers.  The  posterior 

legs  are  modified  to  serve  as  paddles,  the  femur  and  tibia  each  dilated 
into  broad  plates,  the  tarsal  joints  forming  a  single  broad  plate.  The 
elytra  may  be  wholly  smooth  or  simply  sculptured,  or  the  ‘  ‘  submer¬ 
gence  line  ’ 5  extends  along  it,  the  part  below  being  pubescent,  as  is  the 
ventral  surface  of  the  body.  A  foetid  liquid  is  excreted  by  these  beetles, 
presumably  as  a  protection. 

Nothing  appears  to  be  on  record  as  regards  the  life-history  of  any 
Indian  form  ;  elsewhere  the  known  larvae  are  aquatic,  living  in  fresh¬ 


water  tanks  and  streams  near  or  at  the  bottom;  this  larva  has  lateral 
processes  on  each  abdominal  segment,  functioning  as  gills,  as  also  four 
apical  abdominal  hooks  and  is  active  and  predaceous  on  other  aquatic 
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insects.  The  pupa  is  in  a  papery  cocoon  fixed  to  water  plants.  The 
adult  lives  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  broad  paddles  propelling  it 
swiftly  along  the  surface,  where  it  feeds  on  small  insects  which  it  finds 
near  the  margin.  Numbers  may  be  seen  on  the  margins  of  fairly  still 
water,  continually  describing  complicated  movements  together  ;  when 
alarmed,  they  plunge  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  carrying  a  bubble 
of  air  attached  to  the  hind  end.  Some  species  are  confined  to  smooth 
still  water,  others  to  swift  mountain  streams.  All  are  unable  to  walk 
on  land  and  they  are  found  away  from  water  only  when  flying  at  night, 
when  they  come  to  light.  The  family  has  no  economic  importance 
and  has  been  little  studied  ;  nothing  is  known  of  their  hibernation, 
enemies  and  the  like. 

Regimbart’s  latest  monograph  (Genera  Insectorum)  enumerates  34 
Indian  species,  in  the  genera  Dineutes  (4),  Aulonogyrus  (1),  Gyrinus  (2), 
Orectocheilus  (27).  Orectocheilus  gangeticus,  Reg.,  is  the  common  plains’ 
species,  a  medium  sized  black  species  found  abundantly  at  the  margin 
of  rivers.  Dineutes  indicus ,  Aube.,  is  a  larger  insect  found  on  streams 
and  stagnant  water  both  in  the  plains  and  in  the  hills. 


POLYMORPHA 

If  we  omit  the  large  distinct,  series  of  beetles  the  Lamellicornia, 
Adephaga,  Phyiophaga ,  RhynchopJiora  and  Heteromera ,  there  remains 
a  great  assemblage  of  beetles,  many  of  which  fall  into  well  marked 
families,  but  a  proportion  of  which  are  extremely  difficult  to  unite 
into  natural  families.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  the  numer¬ 
ous  forms  which  live  in  decaying  wood,  under  the  bark  of  trees,  or  in 
mushrooms;  these  beetles  are  imperfectly  known,  their  structural  charac¬ 
ters  are  very  varied  and  no  simple  and  accurate  method  of  classing  them 
has  yet  been  arrived  at,  largely  through  the  fact  that  but  few  are  known. 
This,  while  true  of  these  insects  as  a  whole,  is  still  more  the  case  with 
the  Indian  forms,  of  which  scarcely  anything  is  known.  Nominally  these 
beetles  fall  into  two  series,  those  with  antennae  distinctly  clavate,  those 
with  antennae  distinctly  serrate  ;  but  many  which  have  other  structural 
affinities  with  one  series  have  not  clubbed  or  serrate  antennae  :  their  tarsal 
characters  vary  in  even  what  are  regarded  as  the  limits  of  a  family 
or  sub-family  ;  and  actually  many  families  are  characterised  by  such  a 
number  of  characters  relating  to  the  trophi,  antennae,  coxae,  tarsi,  ven¬ 
tral  abdominal  segments  and  the  like  that  the  diagnosis  to  be  of  any  use 
must  be  extremely  full  and  detailed,  occupying  far  more  space  than  is 
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available  here.  While  we  have  given  a  brief  diagnosis  of  the  families 
we  know  to  be  represented  in  India,  we  are  not  sanguine  that  the  stu¬ 
dent  will  place  every  beetle  in  its  family  by  consulting  these  diagnoses. 
Some  of  the  larger  families  are  distinct  enough ;  for  the  rest  if  the  char¬ 
acters  obviously  agree  with  any  diagnosis,  the  beetle  can  probably  be 
placed  provisionally  in  that  family  ;  if,  as  in  many  cases,  the  student 
abandons  the  task  as  hopeless,  there  is  no  remedy  but  to  consult  some 
work  in  which  the  diagnoses  are  given  in  fuller  detail. 

Actually  a  large  majority  of  the  smaller  obscurer  Polymorphous 
beetles  found  will  undoubtedly  be  new  and  while  their  characters  may 
agree  with  known  genera,  they  are  likely  not  to  and  we  must  anticipate 
the  formation  of  new  groups  of  beetles  when  our  fauna  is  better  studied. 
Finally  in  this  heterogeneous  group  above  all,  a  good  reference  collec¬ 
tion  is  essential  as  the  actual  interpretation  of  the  characters  and  their 
just  appreciation  is  no  easy  matter  and  is  only  to  be  gained  by  practice 
and  experience.  The  majority  of  the  following  families  can  usually 
be  distinguished,  so  far  as  known  Indian  forms  are  concerned  : — 

Hydrophilidce. — Antennae  of  three  parts,  fitting  under  head ;  a 
sternal  spine  often.  Part  aquatic. 

Pselaphidce. — Tarsi  three- jointed.  Elytra  truncate.  Abdomen  of 
7  or  less  segments,  not  mobile. 

Staphylinidce. — Tarsi  three- jointed.  Elytra  truncate.  Abdomen 

7  or  8  mobile  ventral  segments. 

Sphceriidce. — Tarsi  three- jointed.  Antennae  clubbed.  Three  ventral 
segments. 

Trichopterygidce. — Tarsi  three- jointed.  Wings  fringed  with  hairs. 
Very  minute  beetles. 

Corylophidce. — Tarsi  four- jointed,  first  joint  very  small.  Wings 
hair-fringed.  Very  small. 

Scaphidiidce . — Tarsi  five-jointed.  Antennae  with  the  five  apical 
joints  broadened. 

Histeridce. — Tarsi  five- jointed.  Elytra  truncate.  Short  clubbed 
antennae.  Hard  compact  beetles. 

Phalacridcv. — Tarsi  five-jointed,  fourth  very  small.  Posterior 

coxae  contiguous. 

Nitidulidce. — Tarsi  five,  jointed,  fourth  very  small.  Posterior 

coxae  not  contiguous.  Elytra  often  abbreviate  or  truncate. 

Trogositidce. — Tarsi  five- j  ointed,  first  very  small.  Antennae  with 
apical  joints  broadened  on  one  side  only. 

Erotylidce. — Tarsi  five- jointed,  basal  three  broadened,  fourth  small, 
fifth  long  (c.f.  Chrysomelidce).  Antennae  clubbed. 

Coccinellidce . — Tarsi  four- jointed,  third  very  small.  Antennae  not 
clubbed. 
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Endomychidce. — Tarsi  four- jointed,  third  very  small.  Antenna 
clubbed. 

Lathridiidce^T&rsi  three- jointed.  Five  visible  ventral  segments 
(c.f.  Staphylinids ) . 

Dermestidce. — Tarsi  five- jointed.  Antennae  short,  clubbed,  and 
hidden  in  a  groove  in  pro  thorax. 

Byrrhidce . — Tarsi  five-jointed  ;  small,  hard  compact  beetles,  the 
femora  fitting  into  the  coxae. 

Heteroceridce. — Tarsi  four- jointed.  Antennae  with  seven  apical  joints 
broadened.  Aquatic,  in  mud. 

Parnidce. — Tarsi  five- jointed,  fifth  long.  Aquatic. 

Bostrichidce— Usually  cylindrical,  hard,  and  rugose.  Tarsi  five- 
jointed,  basal  joint  small.  Antennae  often  serrate. 

Ptinidce. — Usually  cylindrical,  hard,  and  rugose.  Tarsi  five-jointed, 
basal  joint  not  small.  Antennae  often  serrate. 

Malacodermidce . — Soft  beetles,  with  6,  7  or  8  ventral  segments, 
antennae  pectinate  or  serrate. 

Elateridce. — Antennae  pectinate  or  serrate  usually.  Prosternal  process. 
Hind  angles  of  prothorax  prolonged  backwards,  prothorax  movable. 

Buprestidce. — Antennae  serrate.  Prosternal  process,  prothorax  fixed. 
Tarsi  five-jointed,  basal  four  with  pads. 

Hydkophilid^e. 

The  antennae  with  a  long  basal  joint ,  the  remainder  forming  a  club,  the 
apical  joints  broadened ,  fitting  below  the  head.  Tarsi 
five-jointed ,  basal  joint  often  small. 

This  family  is  recognisable  by  the  antennae,  which  are  of  the  form 
figured  (fig.  137),  the  broader  apical  joints  being  pubescent.  They  con¬ 
sist  of  a  basal  joint,  a  club  of  three  to  five 
joints  and  one  to  three  small  intermediate 
joints.  They  often  bear  a  general  resem¬ 
blance  to  Dytiscidoe ,  the  aquatic  forms  having 
a  similar  oval  form  but  being  less  compact. 
The  terrestrial  forms  are  more  globose  and 
rounded,  but  with  the  general  facies  of  the 
family.  They  are  black  or  dull-coloured 
insects,  generally  less  than  half  an  inch 
long.  The  head,  prothorax  and  elytra  fit 
closely,  and  are  usually  smooth  and  shin¬ 
ing.  In  the  aquatic  species,  the  hmd 


Fig.  159.— Hydrophiltjs 

OLIVACEUS. 


284 


COLEOPTERA. 


legs  are  slightly  flattened  and  set  with  hairs,  so  as  to  render  them 
capable  of  acting  as  paddles. 


The  life-history  of  no  Indian  species  has  been  worked  out  and 
nothing  appears  to  be  on  record.  The  life-history  of  aquatic  species  else¬ 
where  is  known  and  the  student  should 
consult  Miall’s  ‘‘Aquatic  Insects.”  The 
eggs  are  laid  in  a  case  formed  of  filaments 
excreted  from  the  silk  tubes  at  the  anus  of 
the  female  beetle ;  this  case  is  hollow  and 
has  a  projecting  process  like  a  mast;  it  is 
fixed  to  aquatic  plants  at  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  young  are  similar  in  general 
form  to  those  of  the  Dytiscids  (the  tarsus 
with  one  claw)  and  also  predaceous;  air  is 
obtained  by  bringing  the  large  spiracles  at 
the  hind  end  of  the  body  to  the  surface. 

Pupation  takes  place  in  the  mud.  The 
beetles  swim  actively  and  obtain  air  by 
coming  to  the  surface  head  up,  the  air  being 
contained  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  body 
and  communicating  with  the  cavity  in  which 

the  antenna  lies ;  when  the  head  comes  up,  the  air  supply  is  in 
contact  with  the  atmosphere  through  this  channel  and  is  renewed. 
The  beetles  are  principally  vegetarian  and  not  predaceous.  Only  a 
part  are  aquatic,  some  being  found  in  mud ,  near  streams  and  ponds, 
under  the  bark  of  trees  and  in  dung. 


Fir 


1 60.  —  H  Y  D  ROPHILTJS 
PICEUS  LARVA. 

( After  Chapuis.) 


The  family  is  a  moderately  large  one,  divided  into  five  sub-families 
as  follows  : — 

I.  Basal  joint  of  posterior  tarsi  short,  second 

long. 

(a)  Posterior  tarsi  formed  for  swimming. 

A  sternal  process  present  . .  Hydrophilinoe . 

(aa)  Posterior  tarsi  normal.  No  sternal 

process  . .  . .  . .  Hydrobiince . 

II.  Four  basal  joints  of  posterior  tarsi  short 

and  equal  . ,  . .  . .  Spercheinm . 
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III.  First  basal  joint  of  posterior  tarsi  very 

short,  rest  short  and  equal  . .  .  .  Helophorinoe. 

TV.  First  basal  joint  of  posterior  tarsi  elon¬ 
gate  . .  .  •  • .  .  •  Sphceridiince. 

Regimbart’s  papers  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France  1903,  p  .  52  and 
p.  331),  should  be  consulted  for  descriptions.  The  Hydrophilinoe  are 
aquatic  and  eighteen  Indian  species  were  listed  by  Atkinson,  7  having  been 
since  described.  Hydrophilus  includes  among  several  species  the  com¬ 
mon  species  H.  olivaceus ,  Fabr.  ;  this  may  be  found  in  tanks  and  should 
be  handled  cautiously  on  account  of  the  large  spine  projecting  from  the 
sternum  beyond  the  hind  coxae.  The  European  H.  piceus,  Linn.,  is  not 
an  Indian  species  properly,  though  captured  in  the  Himalayas. 
Hydrous  has  the  sternal  spine  shorter  and  a  double  keel.  The  larger  forms 
of  these  two  genera  are  revised  by  Regimbart  under  the  same  Stethoxus 
and  Dibelocelus  :  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1901,  p.  188).  Out  of  forty 
species  the  seven  following  are  given  as  ‘  ‘Indian  : 5  ’ 

H.  senegalensis ,  Perch.  ;  H.  olivaceus ,  Fabr.  ;  H.  cashmirensis , 
Redt.  ;  H.  rufoinctus ,  Bedel. ;  H.  indicus,  Bedel.  ;  H.  acuminatus , 
Mots.  ;  H.  piceus ,  Linn. 

These  larger  forms  can  be  identified  from  this  paper,  but  the  student 
must  remember  that  the  smaller  forms  are  still  listed  under  Hydrophilus. 

Hydrohiinoe. — These  include  the  smaller  aquatic  beetles  which  are 
found  in  water,  but  which  crawl  along  the  bottom  near  the  edge  rather 
than  swim  freely.  The  females  lay  eggs  in  cases  fixed  to  plants  or  which 
they  carry  with  them.  The  larvae  are  predaceous. 

Philhydrus  nigriceps,  Westw.,  is  common  and  widespread.  Berosus, 
deerescens,  Wlk.,  is  a  small  species  found  in  tanks.  Berosus  indicus 
Motsch.,  Brachygaster  indica ,  Muls.,  and  B.  metallescens ,  Muls.,  are 
recorded.  Globaria  leachi,  Latr.,  represents  this  genus. 

Spercheince. — So  far  as  known,  these  are  aquatic,  their  larvae  preda¬ 
ceous  in  stagnant  water.  Spercheus  is  the  common  genus  but  none  are 
known  in  India. 

Helophorince. — Not  strictly  aquatic  but  living  in  mud  ;  Hydrosus 
binodosus,  Motsch.,  H.  opacus ,  Motsch.,  and  H.  violaceomicans ,  Motsch., 
are  the  recorded  representatives  of  this  group. 
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Sphoeridiince. — -Terrestrial  beetles,  except  Cyclonotum ,  which  is 
aquatic.  C.  orbiculare,  Fabr.,  occurs  in  India,  as  also  Europe. 
C.  capense ,  Deg. ,  and  C.  abdominale,  Fabr.,  also  occur. 

Sphceridium  5  maculatum,  Fabr.,  is  common  in  the  plains,  a  small 
black  and  brown  species.  Cercyon  is  well  represented  in  Ceylon  and  by 
five  Indian  species.  Pachy sternum  apiatum,  Motsch,  also  occurs. 


SlLPHIDiE. 

Antennoe  usually  clubbed.  Abdomen  of  five  or  six  segments ,  free.  Eyes 
finely  granulated.  Tarsi  of  four  or  five  joints.  Anterior 
coxoe  conical  and  contiguous. 


A  larger  family  of  beetles  of  varied  form,  usually  of  small  size.  The 
elytra  are  sometimes  truncate,  exposing  the  apex  of  the  abdomen,  but 
usually  cover  the  whole  abdomen.  The 
posterior  coxae  are  contiguous.  The 
known  larvae  are  flat,  tapering  to  the 
hind  end,  with  a  pair  of  anal  cerci  and  a 
distinct  labrum  ;  no  Indian  larvae  are 
known.  The  beetles  have,  in  general, 
similar  habits  to  the  Staphylinids  but  a 

few  (N ecrophorus , 
etc.)  of  the  larger 
are  the  so-called 

Sexton  or  Bury.  Fig.  161.  — - Silpha  tetraspilota. 
ing  Beetles,  which 

by  removing  the  soil  below  small  animal5 s 
corpses  bury  them,  and  then  feed  and  breed 
in  the  decomposing  body.  The  latter  are  not 
known  inTropical  India.  One  species  has  been 
sent  in  as  being  destructive  to  dry  Cured  fish 
in  Sylhet,  with  Necrobia  ruficollis,  Fabr. 
(Cleridoe). 


Fig.  16*2.— Necrodes 

LITTORALIS  ;  LARVA. 
[After  Chapuis,) 


N ecrophorus  is  represented  by  N.  nepalensis . 
Ho.,  in  the  Himalayas,  and  N.  encaustus ,  Fairm., 
from  Simla.  Necrodes  osculans,  Nig.,  is  Indian, 
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as  are  7  species  of  Silpha,  of  which  S.  tetraspilota ,  Fabr.  (fig.  161),  is 
not  uncommon  in  the  plains.  Nodynus  nitidus ,  Ho.,  Apatetica  lebioides , 
Ho.,  Choleva  vestita,  Murr.  and  Aclypea  sculpturata ,  Grouv.,  are  the 
remaining  species.  Portevin  has  recently  described  eleven  new  species 
(and  four  new  genera)  from  the  collection  made  by  Mons.  Harmand  at 
Darjeeling.  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1904,  1905.) 

Apatetica  lebioides ,  Westw.,  is  described  and  figured  from  the 
Himalayas  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.  PI.  XU,  fig.  9).  It  is  in  appearance  a 
Carabid,  and  with  its  ally  Pteroloma  was  formerly  placed  in  the  Cara- 
bidoe. 

SCYDMiENIDiE. 

Elytra  covering  the  abdomen,  which  is  six-jointed  below.  Eyes  coarsely 
granulated.  Tarsi  five-jointed. 

This  family  includes  small,  usually  winged  beetles,  of  brown  colour, 
covered  with  erect  hairs,  and  in  structure  closely  allied  to  the  last  family 
from  which  they  differ  in  the  eyes  and  the  more  conical  form.  They  are 
found  in  ants’  nests,  in  decaying  vegetation,  under  bark,  etc.,  and  are 
probably  largely  predaceous,  though  there  are  few  actual  records  of  the 
food.  The  14  known  Indian  species  belong  to  the  genera  Scydmcenus 
(9),  Syndicus  (1)  and  Eumicrus  (5);  they  are  of  no  economic  importance 
whatever,  are  only  seldom  found  and  are  never  abundant. 

P  SELAPHIDiE. 

Elytra  short ;  abdomen  of  five  (rarely  six)  ventral  segments  ;  maxil¬ 
lary  palpi  large  and  tarsi  three- jointed. 

An  extensive  family  of  small  beetles,  imperfectly  known.  It  differs 
from  the  next  chiefly  in  the  abdomen.  The  colours  are  sombre,  brown 
predominating.  The  beetles  are  known  to  be  predaceous  on  small  forms 
of  life,  such  as  mites  and  in  some  cases  ( Claviger )  are  myrmecophilous ; 
the  family  is  widely  spread  but  little  known.  Two  sub-families  are  recog¬ 
nised,  Pselaphides  with  many  genera,  Clavigerides  with  few.  The 
family  are  of  no  importance  economically  and  our  knowledge  of  Indian 
forms  must  remain  small  until  Indian  beetles  are  far  more  carefully 
collected. 
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Raffray  has  catalogued  the  known  species  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France - 


1903-1904,  and  Genera  Insectorum,  1907). 
and  one  Clavigerine  as  occurring  “  in  India,” 
the  majority  having  been  found  in  Ceylon 
and  Burma.  (No  less  than  sixty  additional 
Indian  species  are  characterised  by  Raffray 
as  4  4  species  mentioned  by  Motschoulsky 
but  not  “described;”  these  are  included 
in  Atkinson’s  catalogue  but  are  not  valid 
species).  Raffray  has  since  described  nine 
species  from  the  Nilgiris  and  Belgaum  (Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  52,  205).  We  have  found 
one  species  in  an  ant’s  nest  (Myrmecocystus 
setipes)  in  Behar;  the  only  known  Indian 
Clavigerine  beetle  is  Mastiger  abruptus, 
Mots.,  described  as  from  Calcutta. 


He  lists  53  Pselaphines 


CRYLONICUS. 

( After  Raffray.) 


Staphylinid^. — Rove  Beetles. 

The  elytra  truncate  and  covering  only  the  base  of  the  abdomen ,  which 

is  long  with  ten  dorsal  and  at  least  seven  visible  ventral  segments. 

Tarsi  variable,  three,  four  or  five-jointed. 

In  this  family  are  small  beetles,  rarely  exceeding  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  in  length,  usually  recognisable  in  the  field  from  all  but  Nitidulidce. 
The  colours  are  usually  sombre,  browns  and  blacks  as  in  most  surface 
insects,  while  a  few  which  live  openly  on  plants  exhibit  a  brighter 
colouring  [e.g.,  Pcederus). 

The  antennse  are  of  moderate  length,  simple,  the  head  large  with 
short  biting  trophi  ;  the  prothorax  is  distinct,  the  sides  of  the  body 
more  or  less  parallel  and  the  abdomen  long,  tapering  and  flexible.  The 
large  folded  wings  are  concealed  under  the  small  truncate  elytra,  which 
meet  in  a  straight  line  in  the  middle  over  the  base  of  the  abdomen. 

The  legs  are  short,  formed  for  rapid  running  ;  the  tarsi  are  often 
three- join  ted,  in  some  four  or  five- join  ted  throughout,  and  in  a  number 
the  fore  tarsi  are  four- jointed,  the  posterior  tarsi  with  five  pairs  of  joints. 
The  integument  is  less  thickened  and  hardened  than  in  most  beetles, 
the  abdominal  segments  are  mobile  and  readily  turn  up,  suggesting  the 
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Forficulidce  which  these  beetles  much  resemble  at  first  sight.  The  tip 
of  the  abdomen  is  curled  upwards  over  the  dorsum  to  assist  in  packing 
away  the  wings  under  the  small  elytra  after  flight. 

Nothing  is  on  record  as  to  the  life-history  of  Indian  species.  In 
general  the  larvae  resemble  the  imagines  in  general  form,  with  large 


Fig.  164.— Leitoocraspe 

DUM  PULCHELLUM. 

( From  Kraatz.  | 


Fig.  165.— Leptochirus  mandibularis 

LARVA  (LEFT)  :  HOLOSUS  TACHINIFORMIS. 

( From  Kraatz.) 


heads,  shorter  antennae  and  prominent  mandibles  :  the  body  tapers  and 
is  provided  with  two  dorsal  processes  and  a  short  anal  tube.  The  latter 
assists  in  locomotion  much  as  the  anal  prolegs  of  a  caterpillar.  The 
larval  habits  are  probably  similar  to  those  of  the  imagines,  though  the 
larvae  live  a  more  retired  life  and  are  not  readily  found.  They  form 
par  t  of  that  great  fauna  which  lives  on  the  surface  of  the  soil  in  conceal¬ 
ment,  and  of  whose  habits  we  are  profoundly  ignorant.  The  study 
of  the  habits  of  this  immense  fauna  is  far  less  advanced  than  that,  for 
instance,  of  the  plant  feeding  species  and  there  is  here  an  immense 
field  for  research. 
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The  beetles  have  a  variety  of  habits,  feeding  on  decaying  vege¬ 
tation,  decaying  animal  matter,  small  insects  and  probably  other  small 


Fig.  167.— Head  of  larva 
Fig.  166.— Staphyli  of  staph  ylinus  chlorop- 

NUS  CHLOROPTERUS.  TERUS. 

larva.  {After  Perris). 

(After  Perris). 

forms  of  life.  A  few  frequent  plants  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  plant 
sap  or  pollen.  Some  live  upon  fungi  and  none  are  known  to  be  feeders 
on  living  plant  tissues  or  directly  injurious.  They  are,  on  the  whole, 
scavengers,  with  a  tendency  to  being  predatory.  Exceptional  species 
have  been  found  in  ant’s  nests,  and  there  are  probably  a  considerable 
number  of  these  Myrmecophilous  forms  in  India.  The  larger  forms  can 
exsert  two  vesicles  from  the  hind  end,  which  set  free  a  noisome  fluid. 

The  family  is  a  very  large  one,  not  much  studied.  Atkinson  lists 
286  Indian  species  and  over  60  have  been  since  described.  The  papers 
of  Motschulsky  and  Kraatz  prior  to  the  Munich  Catalogue,  and  those 
of  Fauvel  and  Eppelsheim  more  recently,  contain  the  descriptions  of 
most  of  our  species.  Wassman  has  described  the  Myrmecophilous 
forms.  We  figure  the  large  Staphylinus  semipurpureus,  a  giant  among 
the  species  of  this  family  found  in  the  moister  parts  of  India. 

The  only  common  genus  likely  to  attract  attention  in  the  plains  is 
Pcederus  which  includes  several  small  species  coloured  in  dull  red  and 
blue,  which  are  common  on  plants  and  run  actively  about  on  crops. 
They  have  been  seen  to  feed  on  pollen  but  have  not  been  found  to  be 
injurious  and  at  times  they  are  certainly  predaceous  on  small 
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insects  ;  in  one  instance  they  fed  upon  the  egg  masses  of  Caradrina 
exigua  and  destroyed  large  numbers. 


Fig.  168.  — Myrmedonia 

LiEVIGATA  KR. 

( From  Kraatz). 


Fig.  169.— Staphylinus  semipur- 

PUREUS. 


Collecting.  Staphylinids  are  found  most  readily  by  searching  in 
damp  decaying  vegetation,  in  rotting  fruits,  under  stones,  at  small 
carcases  ;  many  come  to  light  and  a  few  are  found  on  plants  or  running 
on  the  surface  of  the  soil.  Moisture  seems  to  be  a  necessary  condition 
for  their  well  being.  None  appear  to  have  been  reared  in  India.  For 
the  collection  all  but  the  largest  forms  should  be  very  carefully  gummed 
on  card,  the  abdomen  being  carefully  drawn  out  as  it  is  apt  in  drying 
to  shrink.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
habits  of  these  small  and  insignificant  insects,  which  maybe  found  to 
play  an  important  role.  Careful  observation  and  rearing  is  required 
coupled  with  through  and  exhaustive  collecting  ;  results  of  great  inter¬ 
est  and  possibly  of  economic  value  will  reward  the  patient  investigator. 


Trichopterygid^e  . 

Antennce  with  a  three  jointed  club.  Elytra  abbreviated  or  complete 
Wings  fringed  with  hair. 

The  smallest  known  beetles  are  here  included,  measuring  from  1/25 
to  1/75  of  an  inch  in  length.  A  characteristic  feature  is  to  be  found  in 
the  wings,  which  consist  of  a  narrow  stalk  bearing  a  blade  set  with  long 
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hairs  on  each  side.  These  wings  fold  under  the  elytra.  These  little 
beetles  are  found  amongst  decaying  vegetable  matter  and  under  the 
bark  of  trees  ;  most  are  shining  brown  and  are  apt  to  be  passed  by  on 
account  of  their  small  size.  They  are  often  found  in  numbers  together. 
No  Indian  species  appear  to  have  been  reared.  The  larvae  of  the  known 
species  are  stated  to  be  active  and  predaceous  on  small  insects.  Pteni- 
dium  macrocephalum,  Nietn. ,  with  several  Ceylon  species  is  recorded. 

CoRYLOPHIDiE. 

Very  small  beetles,  the  antennae  of  peculiar  form ,  six  free  abdominal 
segments,  tarsi  apparently  three- jointed. 

Like  the  Trichopterygidce ,  many  of  these  small  beetles  have  fringed 
wings.  Eleven  species  are  known  from  Ceylon  and  one  from  Burmah. 

SCAPHIDIIDJE. 

Abdomen  with  six  or  seven  visible  ventral  segments,  the  basal  ventral 
segment  large.  Tarsi  of  five  joints.  Elytra  truncate,  with  two 
longitudinal  striae,  with  raised  points  between.  Antennae  with  the  five 
apical  joints  broadened. 

These  small  beetles  are  found  in  mushrooms  and  beneath  stones. 
They  are  recognisable  only  from  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
characters.  The  antennae  are  but  slightly  clubbed.  The  truncate 
elytra  expose  only  the  apex  of  the  abdomen.  The  wings  are  well 
developed  and  the  beetles  are  active.  The  apex  of  the  abdomen 
as  seen  from  below  is  conical  and  rather  long.  Only  a  few  genera 
are  known  and  these  are  widespread.  Scaphidium  conjunctum 
Motsch.,  S.  lunatum,  Motsch.  and  S.  cyanellum,  Obart,  are  recorded 
as  Indian  with  several  Ceylon  species. 


Histerim. 

Elytra  usually  truncate.  Integument  hard,  body  compact.  Antennce 
of  one  long  basal  joint,  a  number  of  small  joints(7),  and  an  apical 
club  of  three  joints. 

These  small  hard  beetles  are  generally  recognisable  at  sight  from 
their  general  build  and  the  above  characters.  Nearly  all  are  black  or 
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dark  blue,  a  few  variegated  with  brown  or  yellow.  The  colouring 
is  that  common  to  so  many  beetles  which  live  in  concealment  and  on  the 
soil.  The  body  is  thickset  and  short,  sometimes  very  markedly  flat¬ 
tened;  the  integument  is  peculiarly  hard  and  the  whole  structure  com¬ 
pact  and  neat.  The  upper  surface  is  commonly  bare  and  shining,  the 
elytra  smooth  or  with  indented  lines  between  which  are  punctures,  whose 
form  is  sufficiently  constant  to  serve  in  species  discrimination.  The 
head  is  small  and  retracted,  the  antennae  short,  hidden  in  repose,  the 
biting  mouth-parts  well  developed,  the  mandibles  often  long  and  con¬ 
spicuous.  The  prothorax  is  large,  receiving  the  retracted  head  and 
broadly  united  to  the  abdomen.  The  elytra  are  truncate  behind  and 
do  not  cover  the  pygidium.  The  legs  are  short,  folding  under  the  body 
in  repose,  the  tibiae  broadened  and  fitted  for  digging. 


No  species  appear  to  have  been  reared  in  India,  and  little  is  known 
of  the  details  of  the  metamorphosis  of  the  family  at  all.  So  far  as  known 
the  larvae  are  active  and  predaceous.  They  have  anal  cerci,  the  labrum 
and  ocelli  are  wanting  and  they  live  wholly  in  concealment.  The 
adults  are  found  under  bark  or  stones,  among  roots,  in  dung,  in  car¬ 
casses,  in  dead  insects  ;  some  (Teretrius,  Teretriosoma ),  are  known  to 
be  predaceous  in  the  bores  of  Bostrichid  beetles,  others  on  insects 
found  in  the  spots  they  frequent.  A  species  of  Hister  is  stated  to 
feed  on  Agrotis  larvae  in  Corsica  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1864,  p.  304). 
How  far  they  are  scavengers  themselves  and  how  far  predaceous  upon 
insects  is  uncertain  ;  none  are  in  any  degree  injurious  and  it  may  be 
found  that  as  a  whole  they  are  beneficial.  They  are  rarely  found 
in  the  open  by  day  and  are  principally  nocturnal  in  habit. 

Marseul’s  Catalogue  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1862),  enumerated 
1010  species  of  which  51  were  Indian.  Many  additions  have  been  made 
since  that  time  and  Lewis  has  published  descriptions  of  many  new  spe¬ 
cies  in  the  “Annals  of  Natural  History.”  I11  his  recent  Catalogue, 
Lewis  enumerates  95  as  occurring  in  India  and  Assam,  apart  from 
Ceylon  and  Burmah.  These  are  Niponius  (3),  Hololepta  (5),  Trype- 
ticus  (1),  Teretriosoma  (4),  Teretrius  (1),  Plcesius  (1),  Apobletes  (2), 
Platylister  (3),  Platysoma  (6),  Eblisia  (1),  Pachylister  (5),  Hister  (23), 
Epierus  (1),  Pachylomalus  (1),  Cypturus  (4),  Phelister  (1),  Anag  ymma 
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(1),  Notodoma  (1),  Sitalia  (1),  Epiechinus  (1),  Abrceus  (3),  Halacritus 
(1),  Saprinus  (14),  Gnathoncus  (1). 


Fig.  170.— Pachylistek, 

BENGALENSIS. 


Fig.  171.— Hololepta 

INDICA. 


The  family  is  divided  into  a  number  of  sub-families  which  need 
not  concern  us.  Hololepta  and  Platysoma  include  flattened  black  spe 
cies  found  under  the  bark  of  trees,  where  they  prey  upon  bark- 
feeding  insects.  In  Hololepta  elongata ,  Er.  this  flattening  is  carried 
to  an  extraordinary  extent,  the  beetle  being  scarcely  thicker  than  a 
visiting  card.  Hister  is  the  abundant  genus  with  many  species  ;  H. 
javanus ,  Payk.  is  common  in  cow  dung  in  the  plains  as  is  also  H.  bipus- 
tulatus ,  Fabr.  var  immaculatus.  Saprinus  interruptus,  Payk.  repre¬ 
sents  this  genus  commonly,  the  beetle  being  black  with  a  large  yellow 
blotch  on  each  elytron. 


Phalacrid^e. 

Antennce  with  a  distinct  three-jointed  club.  Tarsi  five-jointed,  fourth 
; joint  small.  Abdomen  five  visible  ventral  segments ;  front  coxae 
globular,  hind  coxce  contiguous. 

A  family  closely  resembling  the  next,  but  distinct  in  the  structure 
of  the  coxae.  There  are  but  few  genera  and  the  Indian  species  appear 
to  be  little  known.  Olibrus  (5  spp.),  Augasmus  (3  spp.),  and  Phalacrus 
(5  spp.)  are  the  recorded  genera. 
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Nxtidulid^. 

Antennce  with  a  club  of  three  joints .  Tarsi  five- jointed,  fourth  joint 
smallest ;  abdomen  with  five  free  ventral  segments.  Anterior  coxce 
transverse  ;  elytra  often  truncate. 

Small  beetles,  of  brown  or  black  colour,  finely  pubescent  above? 


which  have  a  general  resemblance  to  Staphylinidce  as  many  have  the 


Fig.  173.— Larva  of  amphi- 

CROSSUS  PIS-COLOR. 


elytra  truncate,  leaving  the  apical  half  of  the  abdomen  exposed.  The 
structural  characters  above  separate  them  from  other  beetles  and  they 
can  often  be  recognised  in.  the  field. 

The  known  larvae  live  principally  in  flowers,  feeding,  for  instance, 
on  the  anthers,  but  also  in  dead  animals  and  in  decaying  fruits.  Car- 
pophilus  hemipterus ,  lives  in  dried  fruits  and  similar  food  articles,  feed¬ 
ing  on  this  or  possibly  on  moulds  or  fungi  growing  on  this  material.  It 
has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  under  the  sheathing  leaves  of 
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bamboos.  The  beetles  are  found  in  a  variety  of  situations;  many  come 
to  fallen  fruits  or  to  damaged  fruits  or  plants  to  obtain  the  sap. 
Others  are  found  in  flowers, 
particularly  cotton  flowers,  in 
injured  bolls,  in  the  bores  of 
insects,  at  cut  canes,  in  almost 
any  situation  where  they  can 
obtain  the  sap  of  plants.  Others 
are  found  at  decaying  animal 
matter,  or  in  hiding  at  the  roots 
of  plants,  under  leaves,  etc.  They 
have  also  been  found  breeding  in  the  decaying- fibres  of  the  fruits  of 
a  palmyra  palm  and  are  common  among  decaying  vegetable  matter 
breeding  freely  in  decaying  mangoes,  for  instance.  Others  are  found 
killed  by  the  sticky  leaves  of  the  tobacco  plant. 

Murray  summarises  the  habits  of  the  group  as  follows  : — 

“  The  chief  function  of  this  family  is  that  of  scavengers.  Their 
main  business  is  to  clear  off  decaying  substances  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  especially  those  minute  and  neglected  portions  which  have  es¬ 
caped  the  attention  of  other  scavengers  whose  operations  are  conducted 
on  a  larger  scale.  We  may  characterize  them  in  one  point  of  view  as 
retail  scavengers.  They  are  so  to  speak,  users-up  of  waste 
materials.  After  the  beast  of  prey  has  satisfied  his  hunger  on  the 
animal  he  has  slain,  after  the  hyana  and  the  vulture  have  gorged  them¬ 
selves  on  its  carrion,  after  the  fly  with  its  army  of  maggots  has  consumed 
the  soft  parts,  after  the  burying  beetles  and  the  Silphidse  have  borne 
their  part  in  the  clearing  away  and  when  nought  but  the  bones  remain, 
then  come  the  Nitidularice  to  go  over  what  they  have  left,  to  gnaw  off 
every  fragment  of  ligament  or  tendon  and  to  leave  the  bones  as  nearly 
in  the  state  of  phosphate  of  lime  as  external  treatment  can.  In  another 
point  of  view,  however,  their  employment  is  wholesale  and  wide  enough. 
They  conduct  their  operations  all  over  the  world,  their  branches  extend 
into  the  most  remote  district ;  the  materials  with  which  they  have  to 
do,  although  mere  waste,  have  no  other  limit  to  their  variety  or  their 
number  than  the  organized  substances  found  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 
As  in  all  great  establishments,  too,  the  principle  of  division  of  labour 
is  carried  to  a  great  extent.  Each  different  kind  of  substance  has  a 


Fig.  174.— Carpophilus  hemipterus, 
LARVA,  X  32. 


COSSYPHODIDiE. 


297 


different  member  of  the  firm  told  off  to  take  charge  of  it.  One  species 
confines  itself  to  rotten  oranges,  another  to  bones,  a  third  to  putrid 
fungi,  a  fourth  to  decaying  figs.  Decaying  wood,  decaying  bark,  decaying 
flowers,  decaying  leaves,  all  furnish  distinct  employment  to  different 
species.  They  are  not  all  scavengers,  however.  Many  pass  their  lives 
in  flowers ;  others  feed  upon  fresh  victuals  ;  and  Mr.  Frederick  Smith  of 
the  British  Museum  has,  whilst  I  write,  brought  to  my  notice  a  species 
of  Brachypeplus  ( B .  auritus)  which  he  has  received  from  Australia,  in 
a  wild  bee’s  nest,  where  it  feeds,  both  in  the  larva  and  perfect  state 
on  the  wax  and  honey.”  (Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  Lond.,  XXIV,  pp.  211-414 
1864.) 

Though  of  no  economic  importance,  they  are  common  insects  and 
will  be  readily  observed  on  crop  plants  under  circumstances  that  would, 
in  the  absence  of  careful  observation,  give  rise  to  the  suggestion  that 
they  were  themselves  the  originators  of  damage,  whereas  they  are  es¬ 
sentially  the  followers  of  decay. 

Murray  monographed  part  of  the  family  in  1864.  (Trans.  Linn. 
Soc.,  XXIV),  while  Reitter  completed  the  work  in  1873  (Verh.  Ver.  Brunn., 
XII,  pp.  5-194).  Many  species  have  been  added  since  by  M.  Grouvelle, 
including  Father  Cardon’s  species  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1891,  1892), 
and  Harmand’s  Darjeeling  species  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1903,  p.  108). 
A  total  of  over  100  are  known  from  India  inclusive  of  Ceylon.  Carpo- 
philus  foveicollis,  Mur.  and  C.  hemipterus,  L.,  are  found  under  the  sheath¬ 
ing  leaves  of  bamboos  where  their  larvae  live  and  the  latter,  with  other 
species,  breeds  freely  in  dried  fruits  in  stores  and  godowns.  C.  dimi- 
diatus,  F.  var  mutilatus ,  Er.,  is  the  common  small  brown  species  found 
in  borer  holes  in  canes,  in  cotton  flowers,  etc.,  in  the  plains.  It  has 
been  reared  from  larvae  found  in  bores  of  Chilo  simplex  in  juar,  the  larvae 
feeding  in  the  decomposing  tissues.  They  pupated  in  the  soil  and  re¬ 
mained  two  months  as  pupae  during  the  cold  weather.  Amphicrossus 
discolor ,  Er.,  is  a  rounder  deep  brown  insect,  which  has  been  bred  from 
larvae  found  under  the  bark  of  Semul  (Bombax  malabaricum). 

Cossyphodim;. 

A  small  family  of  beetles,  separated  by  Wassman  from  the  foregoing 
and  following  families  to  receive  certain  Myrmecophilous  insects. 
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Cossyphodinus  indicus,  Wassman,  lives  with  Pheidole  sulcaticeps ,  Rog.. 
and  is  the  sole  recorded  Indian  species.  (Fig.  153). 

Colydiidas. 

Antennce  clubbed  or  dilated  towards  the  apex.  Tarsi  four -jointed  ; 
five  visible  ventral  segments. 

These  are  small  beetles  of  varied  form  found  under  bark  in  decay¬ 
ing  trees  or  in  fungi.  They  are  not  common  and  but  few  species  are 
known  from  India.  T arphiosoma  indicum , 

Wal..  is  described  from  Coimbatore. 

Dastarcus  and  Colobicus  are  also  re¬ 
presented.  Botrideres  is,  in  Europe 
known  to  be  predaceous  on  the  larvae  of 
the  Bostrichid  beetle,  Sinoxylon ,  which 
bores  in  wood,  and  Stebbing  records 
the  same  in  India.  A  total  of  17  species 
are  recorded,  Dastarcus  indicus ,  Fairm., 
being  common  under  the  bark  of  trees 
in  the  plains. 

Lathridiim. 

Tarsi  three-jointed  ;  antennce  with  a  club  formed  of  one ,  two  or  three 
joints.  Ventral  abdominal  segments  five  or  six,  free ,  the  first  longest. 

Small  beetles  rarely  more  than  one-tenth  of  an  inch  long,  found  in 
ants’  nests  and  in  decaying  vegetable  matter,  where  it  is  supposed  they 
eat  fungi.  None  appear  to  have  been  reared  in  India.  Wassman 
writes  about  Coluocera  maderce,  Wall,  and  C.  Beloni,  Wasm.  Zeits.  Wiss. 
Insecten  Biol.  I,  p.  384)  which  live  with  Prenolepis  longicornis  and 
Pheidole  spp.  in  India.  Assmuth  observed  the  former  to  move  with 
the  ants  along  their  runs  when  shifting  nests  and  Wassman  comments 
on  the  fact  that  C.  Maderce ,  like  Myrmecophila  prenolepidis ,  is  found  in 
the  nests  of  this  ant  in  South  America  as  in  India,  the  beetle  and  cricket 
having  apparently  been  carried  by  shipping  with  the  ant. 

Eighteen  species  are  recorded  in  Genera  Insectorum  as  Indian : 
Coluocera  (1\  Holoparamecus  (6),  Lathridius  (1),  Ericmus  (1),  Cortica- 
ria  (3),  Melanophthalma  (5),  Migneauxia  (1). 
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Trogositid^e  (Temnochilim,  Ostomim). 

Tarsi  with  four  apparent,  hut  five  actual  ( the  first  small),  joints.  An¬ 
tennae  with  terminal  segments  dilated  at  one  side. 

These  beetles  may  be  recognised  with  care,  though  superficially 
they  closely  resemble  those  of  other  families.  They  are  small  dark 

coloured  beetles,  with  short  antennae,  a  well 
developed  prothorax,  the  elytra  closely 
fitting  over  the  abdomen  and  short  running 
legs  and  are  predaceous  in  their  habits.  The 
species  are  in  general  found  under  the  bark 
of  trees  and  in  decaying  woody  matter.  Ten- 
ebroides  (Trogosita)  mauritanica,  Linn.,  is  a 
cosmopolitan  insect  of  which  much  is  written 
but  little  known.  It  is  commonly  found 
in  stored  grains  such  as  wheat,  etc.,  and  in 
almonds  and  similar  seeds,  but  is  generally 
accounted  as  a  predaceous  insect,  really  useful  since  it  feeds  on  other 
insects  that  feed  on  the  wheat ;  against  this  must  be  put  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  reared  in  India  more  than  once  from  almonds  and 
rice  in  which  no  other  insect  was  found  ;  it  is  probable  that,  in  view 


Fig.  176.— Trogosita 

MAURITANICA,  X  3. 


MAURITANICA  LARVA,  X  3. 

Fig.  178.— Alindria  parallel  a,  x  iy 
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of  all  the  evidence,  the  larva  is  grain-eating,  the  beetle  predaceous, 
that  it  was  once  a  grain-eating  insect,  became  predaceous,  but  still 
can  feed  on  grain  if  insects  are  not  available.  A.  M.  Lea  records 
both  larva  and  imago  as  feeding  on  caterpillars  in  Tasmania 
(1908).  The  larva  causes  a  peculiar  form  of  injury  to  wheat  seed,  eating 
out  the  embryo  only  and  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  grain  intact. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  it  is  found  living  in  the  open,  the  larva  feed¬ 
ing  on  larvae  that  live  under  the  bark  of  the  oak  and  chestnut  trees  in 
Europe.  Alindria  parallela,  Lev.,  is  a  larger  black  insect  caught  at 
light  during  the  rains  and  Lardites  chevrolati,  Reitt.,  is  to  be  found 
under  the  bark  of  trees. 

A.  Leveillee  has  catalogued  the  family  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France, 
1900,  p.  1).  He  gives  17  species  as  found  in  the  Indian  region  including 
Alindria  (3),  Melambia  (4),  Temnochila  (1),  Asava  (1),  Tene- 
broides  (1),  Acrops  (3),  Gryncharina  (1),  Ancyrona  (3)  . 

Monotomid^e. 

Two  Darjeeling  insects  are  recorded,  Europs  indica ,  Grouv.  and 
Europs  harmandi,  Grouv.  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  LXXII,  p.  123) . 

Cucujid^;. 

Usually  small  brown  flattened  beetles ,  tarsi  apparently  four -jointed,  the 
first  joint  often  small.  Antennce  long,  with  a  small 
club  (often  absent). 

These  little  beetles  do  not  readily  come  into  a  general  definition 
and  are  not  easily  recognisable.  The  family  as  a  whole  are  found  under 
tree  bark,  in  decaying  wood  and  attacking  stored  produce.  Several 
species  are  found  feeding  upon  grain  and  stored  produce  in  India, 
and  others  have  been  recorded  in  Indian  Museum  Notes.  The  most 
noted  is  Silvanus  surinamensis ,  Fabr.,  whose  larva  lives  in  dried 
fruit,  flour,  dried  mohwa  (the  calyx  of  Bassia  latifolia)  and  similar  vege¬ 
table  matter.  The  complete  life-history  occupies  about  7  weeks  ;  the 
eggs  are  laid  in  the  food,  the  larvae  feed  inside  or  between  two  pieces 
and  pupate  in  a  chamber  closed  in  with  bitten  pieces  of  their  food. 
This  insect  causes  considerable  annual  loss  in  India,  attacking  Mohwa, 
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for  instance,  during  the  rainy  weather  and  breeding  in  it  steadily  till 
much  is  lost,  Lcemophlceus  pusillus ,  F.,  is  a  brown  beetle  which  has 

been  reared  from  larvae  in  dried  fruit 
and  in  ship’s  biscuit  in  Calcutta. 
Lcemotmetus  ferrugineus,  Gerst.,  was 
recorded  as  feeding  upon  cut  cane 
and  probably  habitually  feeds  upon 
sap.  L.  insignis ,  Grouv.,  was  found 
in  the  wood  of  a  tree  bored  by 
Sinoxylon  and  is  probabl  y  equally 
harmless.  Hectarthrum  heros,  F. 
(brevifossum,  Newm.)  is  a  larger 
black  beetle,  found  under  tree  bark 
and  in  wood  tunnelled  by  borers. 
About  twenty  species  are  recorded 
as  Indian,  and  many  remain  to  be 
„  recorded  when  they  are  more  col- 

Fig.  179.  — SlLVANUS  SURJNA-  J 

men  sis,  x  20.  lected. 


Fig.  181.— Cucujus 

HiEMATODES  LARVA. 

{From  Chapu  is.) 

Fig.  180.— Silva nus  su- 
RINAMBNSIS,  LARVA,  X  20. 
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Cryptophagidce. 

Antennce  with  a  three-jointed  club .  Tarsi  five-jointed ,  rarely  hete 
romerous  in  males.  Five  abdominal  visible  ventral 
segments ,  first  longest. 

Small  oblong  beetles,  pubescent  above,  found  in  mushrooms  and 
decaying  plants.  Ten  Indian  species  are  described  by  Motschulsky 
Reitter  and  Grouvelle. 


HelqtidcE. 

Five  visible  ventral  segments.  Basal  tarsal  joint  reduced. 

This  is  a  small  family  of  beetles  resembling  the  Erotylidce  in  ap¬ 
pearance  and  found  feeding  on  the  flowing  sap  of  trees.  Helota  is 
represented  by  twenty  species  from  the  hills,  mainly  described  by  Rit- 
sema  (Notes,  Leyden  Mus.,  1893-1901).  Helota  mellyi,  Westw.,  is  des¬ 
cribed  and  figured  from  Simla  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  PI.  XLI,  Fig.  8).  H. 
servillei,  Ho.  (Coleopterists 5  Manual,  3,  p.  187)  from  Poona  and  H. 
Guerinii ,  Ho.  (loc.  cit.,  p.  188),  are  the  previously  described  Indian 
species. 

Thorictid^e. 

Antennce  clubbed  ;  prothorax  large ,  elytra  short.  Tarsi  five-jointed. 

Head  sunk  in  prothorax. 

A  small  family  of  peculiar  beetles,  of  which  very  little  is  known, 
and  which  are  separated  on  the  above  structural  characters.  Thorictus 
heimi,  Wassm.  (Fig.  153),  is  myrmecophilous  and  T.  indicus,  Grouv. 
was  found  at  Belgaum. 

Erotylidce. 

Antennce  with  a  three  or  four- jointed  club.  Tarsi  with  five  joints , 
the  fourth  joint  reduced  in  some  forms ,  the  basal  three 
often  broad  and  pubescent. 

A  moderately  large  family  of  small  beetles,  found  chiefly  in  mush¬ 
rooms  and  plant  stems,  where  also  their  larvae  live.  The  fourth  tarsal 
joint  is  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  visible  and  they  appear  to  have  four- 
jointed  tarsi.  The  individuals  of  the  family  will  scarcely  be  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  above  characters  and  the  accurate  diagnosis  of  the  family 
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includes  the  trophal  characters  also.  Males  and  females  are  much 
alike  with  no  marked  sexual  characters.  Apparently  no  Indian  spe¬ 


cies  has  been  reared  and  but  few  larvae 
are  known  at  all.  The  greater  number 
of  the  species  are  found  in  the  New 
World;  Fowler  and  Kuhnt  have  listed 
the  family  in  Genera  Insector um  (1909). 


Languriince  are  represented  in  India, 
by  elongate  slender  beetles,  the  elytra 
with  metallic  blue  or  green  colouring, 
the  prothorax  dull  red  or  metallic  green  ; 
they  are  found  on  the  leaves  of  plants 
but  not  apparently  in  the  plains.  One 
species  (Tetralanguria  elongata  F.)  is  very 


Fig.  182.— Tetralanguria 

ELONGATA. 


common  in  the  hills  and  can  be  caught  in  numbers.  This  genus  in 
America  contains  the  “Clover  Stem  Borer”  (T.  mozardi,  Lac.)  a 
minor  pest  and  the  Indian  species  will  probably  be  found  to  be  borers 
in  plant  stems  also.  A  total  of  35  species  are  described  from  India, 
wholly  hill  forest  insects. 

Erotylince  —A  total  of  31  species  are  known,  from  hill  and  forest 
localities  almost  wholly.  Amblyopus ,  Triplax,  Aulacochilus ,  Episcapha 
are  the  commoner  genera.  Gorham’s  papers  on  the  collections  of 
Andrewes  should  be  consulted.  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige.,  1895,  p.  328, 
1903,  p.  323.) 

Mycetophagidje. 

Antennce  with  a  two  or  three-jointed  club.  Tarsi  four-pointed, 
the  anterior  tarsi  three- jointed  in  males. 

Small  beetles  of  dull  colour  found  in  4  ‘  Mushrooms  ’  ’  and  under 
the  bark  of  trees.  No  Indian  species  are  recorded,  though  several  are 
known  from  Ceylon. 

CocciNELLiDiE. — Ladybird  Beetles. 

Tarsi  apparently  three- jointed,  the  second  joint  expanded  and 
pubescent.  Antennce  short,  not  clubbed. 

These  small  beetles  are  most  readily  recognised  by  their  oval  or 
rounded  form,  and  their  warning  colours  which  include  black,  red, 
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yellow  and  brown,  alone  or  together.  The  tarsi  at  once  separate  them 
from  the  family  they  are  most  readily  confused  with  in  the  field,  the 
Chrysomelidce,  these  having  apparently  four- 
jointed  tarsi.  They  are  most  closely  allied 
to  the  Endomychidce  but  differ  in  the  anten¬ 
nae,  which  in  the  latter  are  clubbed.  These 
beetles  are  rarely  more  than  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  long  ;  the  head  is  small  and  nearly 
hidden  by  the  pro  thorax  (see  Hippodamia) 
which  fits  smoothly  into  the  rounded  elytra. 

The  antennae  are  not  distinctly  clubbed,  moderately  long.  The 
short  biting  mouth  parts  are  not  conspicuous.  The  legs  are  short,  hidden 
under  the  body  and  formed  for  running.  Males  and  females  are  not 
distinguishable  on  superficial  characters  and  are  of  the  same  size,  as  a 
rule,  the  male  sometimes  smaller. 

The  life-history  is  well  known  and  several  Indian  species  have  been 
reared.  Eggs  are  laid  in  clusters,  openly  on  the  plants,  and  are  cigar¬ 
shaped  yellow  bodies  laid 
on  end.  (Plate  XVII.) 
The  larvge  are  active, 
widest  in  the  middle  and 
tapering  to  either  end  ;  the 
head  is  small,  the  thoracic 
segments  broad.  Each 
segment  has  spines  or 
tubercles  bearing  hairs. 
The  abdomen  tapers  and 
there  is  an  anal  foot  which 
assists  locomotion.  Most  are  black  or  slate  coloured,  some  a  vivid 
red  and  a  number  have  waxy  processes  similar  to  those  of  the  mealy 
bugs  on  which  they  feed  and  which  render  it  difficult  to  distinguish 
them  from  their  prey.  When  full  grown,  they  pupate  openly  on  a 
plant,  the  larva  firmly  fixing  itself  by  its  anal  foot  and  the  pupa 
remaining  often  partly  enveloped  by  the  larval  skin  which  bursts  along 
the  dorsal  surface.  The  larval,  as  the  pupal,  life  is  short,  the  whole  life 
history  occupying  but  a  short  time,  often  not  more  than  three  weeks. 


Fig.  183.— A.  Coccinellid 
B.  Chrysomelid  tarsus. 


.r-i-ti;:*’  tr.fi  ■  ;i  •:  r] 


PLATE  XVII. — Chilomenes  Sexmaculata. 
The  Six-spotted  Ladybird  Beetle. 


Fig.  1.  Egg  when  laid. 


„  just  before  hatching. 

Larva,  first  instar. 

„  third  „ 

,,  fourth  ,, 

Pupa. 

Imago. 

Cotton  plant  with  aphides. 

Egg  cluster  on  leaf  slightly  magnified. 
Larva  „  „  „ 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12.  Imago 


The  black  hair-lines  show  the  actual  size  of  the  figures  1 — 7,  and 
white  ones  on  the  plant  those  of  8  to  12  on  the  plant. 


SIX  -  SPOTTED  LADY  BIRD  BEETLE* 


€n graved  and  printed 
by  Zhe  Calcutta  phototyp* 
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Hibernation  or  periods  of  scarcity  are  universally  passed  in  the  imago 
stage,  the  beetles  living  for  long  periods  without  food  and  awaiting 

the  proper  conditions  for  egg-laying. 
The  imago  is  protected  by  the  exud¬ 
ation  of  oil,  in  some  cases,  an  acrid 
yellow  fluid  being  excreted  at  pores 
on  the  margin  of  the  prothorax  or  at 
the  joints  of  the  legs.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Epilachnides ,  nearly  all  are 
predaceous  upon  scale  insects,  mealy¬ 
bugs,  aphides  and  similar  small  forms 
of  life.  Many  species  are  known  though 
no  complete  list  of  Indian  forms  is 
available.  The  most  important  of  the 
plains  forms  are  described  below  ;  this 
by  no  means  exhausts  the  common 
species,  and  much  has  yet  to  be  learnt 
of  the  species  which  prey  upon  the  less  evident  forms  of  pests.  Each 
species  appears  to  have  a  well  defined  series  of  prey,  which  it  exceeds 
only  when  it  must,  and  we  know  little  of  what  preys  upon  the  rarer 
species  of  Aphides  and  Coccides. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  about  the  value  of  introducing  lady¬ 
bird  beetles  to  destroy  scale  insects  and  the  like  ;  hundreds  of  trials 
have  been  made,  a  regular  exchange  of  Coccinellids  was  established  and, 
as  a  result,  there  was  one  real  case  in  which  good  resulted.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  idea  has  been  taken  up  by  the  Press  at  different  times  and 
still  crops  up.  Ladybirds,  like  parasites,  do  their  best  where  nature 
puts  them,  but  cannot  be  moved  about  the  world  to  eat  indiscriminately. 
The  species  of  this  country  play  an  essential  part  in  maintaining  an 
equable  balance  of  life,  and  we  have  a  large  number  of  useful  species 
which  would  repay  more  careful  study.  Coccinellids  are  divided  into 
two  series  those  with  simple  or  bifid  mandibles  which  feed  on  insects, 
and  those  with  many  toothed  mandibles  which  feed  upon  plant  tissues. 
All  of  the  species  mentioned  are  confined  in  the  first  series,  excepting 
Epilachna.  Crotch  revised  the  family  in  1874  and  since  then  Gorham 
has  described  numerous  species  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1892,  1894, 
1895,  1903)  as  has  also  Weise  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1892,  1895  and 
ii  l  20 
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Stettin  er,  Ent.,  Zeit.  1908).  We  may  divide  the  family  into  the  Cocci - 
nellincB  insectivorous,  Epilachnince  herbivorous ;  the  former  may 
be  divided  again.  Of  the  Coccinellini,  84  species  are  recorded,  of  the 
ChilocoriniZ 3,  of  the  Scymnini  (Scymnus)29,  Exoplectrini  (V edalia,  etc.) 
10,  and  of  the  Rhizobiini  (Aults)  five  species.  In  the  Epilachnince  38 
species  are  described.  These  beetles  are  extremely  variable  in  size, 
colouring  and  markings  ;  climate  exerts  a  marked  influence  on  them, 
and  it  is  possible  the  number  of  distinct  species  is  not  really  so  large. 

Coccinella  includes  three  common  species,  two  of  which  are  wide¬ 
spread  in  our  limits.  C.  septempunctata ,  Linn.,  is  the  abundant  Seven- 
spotted  Ladybird  which  is  found  on  wheat  and  mustard.  The  larvae 
are  slate  coloured  with  yellow  spots,  very  active  and  feeding  voraciously 
on  the  wheat  aphis  ( Macrosiphum  granarium ,  Kby.)  and  the  Mustard 
aphis  ( Aphis  brassicce,  Linn.).  The  beetle  is  red  with  three  black  spots 
on  each  elytron  and  a  joint  one  at  the  scutellum,  with  some  white  on 
the  prothorax  and  head.  In  the  hills,  as  in  Europe,  the  size  of  the 
black  spots  is  constant;  in  the  plains  it  varies  immensely  and  some 
beetles  have  them  so  large  that  they  fuse  and  almost  cover  the  elytra. 
Like  their  prey,  this  species  is  found  only  in  the  cold  weather  in  the 
plains  ;  the  beetles  have  been  found  to  go  into  dense  grass  and  other 
sheltered  spots  in  March  where  they  apparently  remain  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cold  weather.  This  species  is  a  very  important  check  on  the 
increase  of  the  Aphides  it  feeds  on  and  one  of  the  most  economically 
valuable  insects  in  India.  In  the  Punjab  (and  rarely  further  South), 
we  find  also  the  Eleven  Spotted  species,  C.  undecimpunctata,  Linn., 
with  a  similar  life-history  and  habits.  Both  are  palearctic  insects 
which  have  spread  into  the  Punjab  and  further  south  and  adapted 
themselves  to  the  conditions  by  a  prolonged  period  of  rest;  the  evid¬ 
ence  points  to  this  period  of  rest  being  passed  in  the  imago  stage. 
This  species  has  only  once  been  found  in  Behar  while  it  is  very  common 
in  the  Punjab.  Its  usual  southern  limit  appears  to  be  in  the  United 
Provinces. 

C.  repanda ,  Thunb.,  is  a  widespread  insect  in  the  plains,  the  spots 
in  the  form  of  three  black  curved  bands  and  a  small  central  spot ;  it  is 
found  abundantly  in  the  cold  weather  feeding  on  mustard  aphis, 
(Aphis  brassicce),  and  is  reported  to  feed  on  Aleurodes  bergi,  Zehn.,  in  Java. 
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Tliea  cincta,  Fabr.,  is  a  round  yellowish  insect  found  feeding  on  the 
fruiting  bodies  (Perithecia)  of  the  fungus  that  attacks  mulberry  leaves 
( Phyllactinia  corylea,  Karst.).  Larvae  were  reared  upon  this  material 
and  a  great  number  of  individuals  were  found  on  the  mulberry  bushes. 
It  presumably  has  other  food  also. 

Chilomenes  sexmaculata,  Fabr..  is  the  commonest  species  in  the 
plains.  It  is  a  small  rounded  beetle,  varying  in  colour  from  red  to 
canary  yellow ,  usually  yellow.  It  deposits  eggs  on  the  leaves  of  the 
cotton  plant,  among  or  near  an  aphis  colony.  Each  egg  is  oval,  almost 
cigar-shaped,  about  one-twentieth  of  an  inch  long,  light  yellow  in 
colour.  (Plate  XVII.)  In  captivity  a  beetle  lays  about  90  eggs  in  clus¬ 
ters  of  about  9  each.  These  eggs  hatch  in  four  to  five  days,  a  small 
spinose  larva  appearing  which  at  once  begins  to  feed  on  aphis ;  it  runs 
actively  about  seeking  aphides  and  crushed  skins  of  the  victims  testify 
to  its  rapacity.  In  captivity  each  larva  required  about  200  aphides  a 
day  and  lived  thus  for  10  to  13  days.  The  young  larva  is  black,  with 
long  legs,  the  body  tapering  to  the  hind  end  ;  as  it  grows  older, 
white  spots  appear  and  the  full-grown  larva  is  black  with  yellow  and 
white  blotches.  Pupation  takes  place  on  the  leaf,  the  larva  fixing 
itself  by  the  tail,  the  pupa  only  partly  emerging  from  the  cast  skin  in 
some  cases.  The  beetle  emerges  after  four  to  six  days  and  also  feeds  on 
aphis.  Besides  the  Cotton  Aphis  [Aphis  gossypii,  Glov.),  this  species 
feeds  on  Aphis  cardui ,  Linn.,  and  on  Aphis  adusta,  Zehnt.  When  food 
is  not  available,  the  beetle  waits,  hiding  in  shelter  until  food  is  again 
forthcoming  and  eggs  can  be  laid.  These  periods  of  rest  may  be  of 
many  weeks’  duration,  but  if  food  is  available,  the  species  goes  on  breed¬ 
ing  except  in  the  very  cold  weather. 

Scymnus  includes  the  smallest  species, 
round  pubescent  beetles  of  usually  dull  brown 
or  black  colour.  Scymnus  xerampelinus ,  Muls. , 
is  common,  feeding  on  cotton  aphis  (Aphis 
gossypii ,  Glov.);  the  larva  is  clothed  in 
white  waxy  processes  which  make  it  look  like 
a  mealybug  ;  a  single  larva  required  75 
aphides  daily  for  its  food  and  lived  7  to  10 
days.  The  pupa  remains  in  the  cast  larval 
in,  emerging  as  a  beetle  after  a  week.  This  species  occurs  with 


Fig.  186.— Scymnus 
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S.  nubilans,  Muls.,  throughout  the  plains,  feeding  also  on  cotton 
mealybug.  We  figure  Aulis  vestita ,  Muls.  (PL  LXXXIV,  Figs.  7,  8, 
9),  found  feeding  upon  Monophlebus .  This  beetle  and  its  larva  are 
found  on  trees  infested  by  this  mealybug  and  would  readily  escape 
notice.  Like  its  prey  the  beetle  appears  only  from  February  or 
earlier  to  May,  and  breeds  freely  at  that  time  ;  the  beetle  is  found 
during  the  rains  in  concealment  on  the  bark,  awaiting  the  return  of 
Monophlebus.  (Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  India,  Yol.  II,  No.  VII.) 

Chilocorus  nigritus,  Fabr.,  is  a  moderate-sized  round  black  beetle, 
very  shiny,  which  feeds  on  Aphis  cardui  as  well  as  several  scale  insects 
(. Asterolecanium )  and  aphides.  It  is  widely  distributed  but  rarely  found 
abundantly.  Brumus  suturalis ,  Fabr.,  is  yellowish  with  black  stripes 
on  the  elytra.  It  feeds  on  cotton  aphis,  cotton  mealybug  and  probably 
other  small  sucking  insects.  The  larva  was  reared  on  Phenacoccus  in- 
solitus,  Gr. ;  it  is  a  sluggish  insect,  grey  covered  with  a  fine  white  bloom, 
measuring  about  five  millimetres  in  length,  two  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
the  abdomen  being  the  thickest  part.  It  eats  the  mealybugs  in  all 
stages  and  pupates  among  them  in  the  usual  way.  Clanis  soror,  We., 
is  a  small  round  beetle  found  feeding  upon  the  Castor  Mealy  Wing 
(Aleurodes,  Sp.).  The  stages  are  figured.  (Plate  LXXXI,  Figs.  9,  10, 11.) 

Epilachna  is  herbivorous  and  is  universally  distributed.  The 
beetles  are  comparatively  large  for  this  family,  of  a  dull  red-brown 
colour  with  black  markings.  The  vari¬ 
ability  of  the  markings  has  led  to  the 
species  having  many  names  and  it  is  not 
clear  how  many  species  there  are.  Our 
common  ones  fall  into  two  types,  E. 
dodeca- stigma,  Muls  ,  with  12  spots,  E. 
vigintiocto-punctata ,  Fabr.,  with 28.  These 
vary  in  colour,  in  size  and  number  of 
spots,  in  extent  of  pubescence,  and  in 
the  extent  to  which  the  colour  is  ob¬ 
scured  by  dark  suffusion.  So  far  as  can 
be  seen  the  life -history  is  the  same  throughout  the  common  Indian 
forms  ;  eggs  are  laid  in  clusters  on  the  leaves,  which  hatch  to  oval 
yellow  grubs  with  spiny  processes  ;  these  feed  on  the  epidermis  of  the 
leaf  and  pupate  there  when  full  grown,  in  the  ordinary  manner. 


Fig.  187.— Epilachna  viginti¬ 
octo-punctata. 


ENDOMYCHIDiE. 


309 


Cucurbitaceous  and  Solanaceous  plants  are  their  food  and  they  may 
be  destructive  when  abundant. 

Collecting. — Coccinellids  are  of  such  impor¬ 
tance  that  no  opportunity  of  collecting 
should  be  lost.  Above  all,  when  collecting, 
it  is  useful  to  search  carefully  for  their  food  ; 
the  value  of  each  species  depends  wholly 
upon  their  food  and  while  some  are  restric¬ 
ted  to  one  or  a  very  few  insects,  others  are 
Fig.  188.— Epilachna  probably  less  restricted.  The  question  of 

DODECA-STIGMA.  p  ^  ... 

food  also  determines  the  times  at  which 
they  are  prevalent  and  we  are  still  largely  ignorant  of  how  these  insects 
pass  through  the  year.  Coccinellid  larvae  are  very  easy  to  rear  if  given 
sufficient  food  and  the  adults,  if  well  fed,  lay  eggs  freely  in  captivity. 

Endomychid^:. 

Antennae  moderately  long  with  a  three-jointed  club.  Tarsi 
apparently  three-jointed  but  really  four- jointed  ; 
the  basal  two  joints  broad. 

These  beetles  are  distinct  from  all  but  the  preceding  ( Cocdnellidce ) 
in  the  peculiar  tarsi  ;  the  longer  clubbed  antennae  further  separate  them 
from  Cocdnellidce.  The  family  is  not  a 
large  one  ;  all  known  are  apparently  feeders 
on  lichens  and  fungi,  and  are  found  in 
concealment  often  gregariously.  They  are 
characteristic  of  moister  warm  areas  than 
the  plains  of  India.  The  transformations 
of  several  species  have  been  recorded  in 
America  and  Europe,  but  much  remains 
to  be  learnt.  The  student  should  consult 
Gorham’s  papers  ;  the  species  of  Ceylon 
are  described  (Proc.  Zool.  Soc.,  1886,  p. 

154)  and  some  new  Indian  species  (loc.  cit. 

1897,  p.  456,  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1895, 
p.  328,  1903,  p.  323).  Nineteen  Indian 
species  are  recorded. 


Fig.  189.— Eumorphus 
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Dermestid^e. 

Tarsi  with  five-joints  ;  antennce  short  with  a  club ,  and  received  under 
the  prothorax  in  a  cavity.  Head  retractile. 

These  small  beetles  are  not  readily  separated  from  those  which 
come  nearest  to  them  unless  the  life-history  is  known,  the  commonest 

species,  which  are  household  pests,  having 
characteristic  larvae.  The  beetles  are  often 
clothed  with  fine  hair  or  scales.  The  head 
in  some  bears  a  median  ocellus.  The  api¬ 
cal  joint  of  the  antennae  in  the  males  may 
become  enlarged. 

The  life-history  is  known  in  general  but  of 
no  Indian  species  except  the  household  ones. 
The  larvae  are  predaceous  or  feed  upon  dried 
animal  matter.  The  free-living  larvae  are 
found  under  the  bark  of  trees  and  in  similar 
situations  where  there  is  a  quantity  of 
insect  larvae  on  which  they  can  feed.  House¬ 
hold  species  feed  upon  skins,  horns,  wool 
and  similar  dried  animal  matter.  The  larvae  are  characterised  by  the 
development  of  tufts  of  long  hairs  (Plate  XVIII),  which  in  some  cases 
reaches  an  extraordinary  development,  especially  in  the  predaceous 
free-living  species.  The  reader  should  consult  the  figure  in  Sharp’s 
Insects  for  a  typical  free-living  Dermestid  larva,  such  as  is  found  under 
the  bark  of  trees.  Other  larvae  are  provided  with* small  terminal  and 
lateral  tufts  of  hairs,  capable  of  being  moved  and  extended.  These 
larvae  eat  into  their  food,  making  holes  in  skins  or  horns  and  complet¬ 
ing  their  metamorphosis  there.  The  length  of  the  life- history  is  not 
known  but  it  can  be  very  greatly  extended  in  every  stage,  if  food  is 
scarce.  It  is  known  that  the  eggs  are  capable  of  remaining  unhatched 
for  long  periods,  that  larvae  will  starve  and  that  the  pupal  stage  may 
be  a  very  long  one.  The  pupa  is  commonly  found  almost  wholly 
enveloped  by  the  larval  skin  which  is  not  shed  but  only  splits  along  the 
dorsum.  Several  household  species  are  likely  to  be  found,  having  been 
recorded  several  times  ;  these  are  cosmopolitan  insects  spread  by 
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PLATE  XVIII. — Anthrenus  Vorax. 
The  Woolly  Bear, 


Fig.  1.  Larva,  dorsal  view,  x  12. 

,,  2.  Young  larva,  feeding  on  a  bristle,  x  12. 

,,  3.  Pupa,  in  the  larval  skin,  which  is  open  along  the  dorsal  line, 

x  10. 


Imago. 


Egg. 


x  16 
x  20. 
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The  recorded  species  are  less  than  twenty,  including  the  cosmo¬ 
politan  Dermestes  cadaverinus,  F.,  and  the  species  mentioned  below. 

Dermestes  vulpinus ,  F.,  whose  larva  feeds  upon  the  cocoons  of  silk 
worms,  is  common  in  India,  as  elsewhere.  It  is  curiously  fond  of  these 
cocoons  eating  through  the  silk  to  reach  the  pupa  within,  on  which  it 
feeds.  Cleghorn  mentions  it  as  a  destructive  insect  to  silk  in  India, 
the  cocoons  having  to  be  quickly  reeled  off  to  avoid  loss.  (Indian  Mus. 
Notes,  I,  p.  47.)  Silkworm  cocoons  (containing  pupae)  must  be  so 
packed  that  the  beetle  cannot  get  access  to  them  or  the  cocoons  on 
arrival  will  probably  be  infested  and  partly  spoiled.  Dermestes  larva 
is  elongate,  cylindrical,  tapering  behind  ;  the  prothorax  is  large,  the 
hind  end  bears  two  dorsal  hooks  and  a  ventral  anal  tube.  Each  segment 
has  a  dorsal  plate,  behind  which  is  an  erect  row  of  long  hairs  and 
a  backwardly  directed  row  of  stiff  hairs  ;  there  are  longer  hairs  on  the 
sides,  and  a  third  row  on  the  prothorax.  Aethriostoma  undulata, 
Motsch.,  is  found  in  wheat.  Its  larva  is  broad,  with  short  hairs,  with 
no  anal  tube  or  hooks.  The  part  it  plays  in  wheat  is  not  ascertained 
but  it  is  likely  to  be  predaceous  upon  the  other  insects  there  or  to  feed 
on  their  dead  bodies.  The  larva  of  Attagenus  is  similar  but  the  seg¬ 
ments  are  completely  hardened  above  and  each  segment  fits  over  the 
next  ;  there  are  no  hooks  or  anal  tube,  and  each  segment  is  clothed  in 
scales,  with  also  a  row  of  hairs  which  extend  on  to  the  sides  ;  the  hind 
end  bears  a  bundle  of  hairs.  A.  gloriosce,  Fabr.,  probably  occurs  in 
India.  The  larvae  of  Anthrenus,  Tiresias,  Trogoderma ,  are  provided 
also  with  bundles  of  long  hairs  on  the  posterior  segments,  these  hairs 
being  moveable  and  erectile,  often  of  peculiar  form;  in  Anthrenus  the 
bundles  are  on  the  three  posterior  segments.  A.  vorax,  Wat.,  is  known 
to  attack  skins  and  horns  in  India,  as  well  as  woollen  clothes  and  the 
bristles  used  in  making  brushes,  and  is  constantly  reported  as  destruc¬ 
tive.  (Plate  XVIII.) 

BYRRHIDiE. 

Antennae  clubbed.  Head  retracted ,  tarsi  five-jointed , 
a  pr  asternal  spine  fits  a  mesosternal  cavity. 

Small  oval  beetles,  convex  and  short,  of  dark  colour,  found  under 
stones  and  on  the  soil  in  temperate  regions.  They  are  vegetarian,  one 
genus  (Chelonarium)  living  also  on  the  leaves  of  trees.  C.  indicum,  Or., 
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lives  in  the  plains  of  India  but  is  rare.  Motschulsky  described  five 
Indian  and  one  Burmese  species  of  Byrrhinus.  Four  other  species  are 
described,  Chelonarium  indicum,  Grouv.,  being  the  most  widespread. 

Georyssid^;. 

Antennce  nine -jointed,  three  forming  a  club. 

Tarsi  of  four  joints. 

A  tiny  family  of  beetles  distinguished  on  the  above  characters 
and  chiefly  found  burrowing  in  soil  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere. 
Two  species  of  Georyssus  occur  in  Ceylon. 

Heterocerid,®. 

Antennce  with  a  long  seven-jointed  club.  Tarsi  four-jointed. 

Semi-aquatic  beetles  found  burrowing  in  the  mud  of  river-banks 
and  tanks.  They  are  capable  of  stridulating  and  on  being  seized,  emit 


Fig.  192.— Heteroce- 

RUS  MARGIN ATUS 
LARV£. 

{From  Chapuis. ) 

a  sound.  The  life-history  of  the  European  species  is  known,  the  pub¬ 
escent  larvae  burrowing  in  mud.  Little  is  known  of  the  Indian  species, 
six  species  being  recorded.  They  are  common  in  freshwater  in  India 
and  come  freely  to  light.  The  beetle  is  probably  predaceous,  feeding 
on  the  insect  life  of  its  habitat  which  is  abundant  and  having  its  body 
and  strong  expanded  legs  formed  for  burrowing  in  the  wet  mud  in 
which  it  lives. 


Fig.  191.— Heterocerus  sp. 
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Parnid^. 

Antennce  variable.  Tarsi  five-jointed ,  the  last  joint  large  ; 
prosternum  produced  in  front  to  protect  the  mouth , 
behind  to  fit  into  the  mesosternum.  Aquatic. 

Small  beetles,  clothed  in  fine  pubescence,  found  in  water.  They 
are  seen  clinging  to  plants,  stems  and  other  objects  in  running  water 
for  which  purpose  they  have  the  enlarged  tarsal  joint  and  claws,  and 
the  pubescence  holds  a  sufficiently  large  bubble  of  air  to  supply  the 
needs  of  respiration.  The  pubescence  in  Parnus  covers  the  whole  body, 
which  is  thus  set  in  a  bubble  of  air,  but  in  Elmis  extends  only  along  the 
ventral  surface,  to  carry  air  to  the  spiracles.  The  family  are  possibly 
simply  clavicorn  beetles  which  have,  from  feeding  on  decaying  vege¬ 
tation  near  water,  become  aquatic  and  retain  the  same  food  habits. 
Their  larvae  are  also  aquatic, wholly  unknown  as  yet  in  India. 

Less  than  ten  species  are  recorded,  in  the  genera,  Dry  ops,  Parygrus, 
Stenelmis  and  Sostea.  Dry  ops  opacus,  Grouv.,  is  the  common  species 
found  frequently  at  light  in  the  plains  and  hills. 

Cioid,®. 

Antennce  of  eight  to  eleven  joints,  with  a  three- jointed  club. 

Tarsi  usually  of  four  joints,  the  first  small,  the  last 
long.  Abdomen  of  five  segments,  first  longest. 

Small  insects  of  cylindrical  form,  uniformly  coloured  in  deep  brown 
or  yellow,  with  small  impressed  points  on  the  elytra.  The  beetles  are 
found  in  corky  mushrooms,  usually  in  all  stages  of  development  to¬ 
gether.  Lyctoxylon  japonum,  Reitt.,  is  recorded  from  the  Himalayas 
and  Japan. 

Bostrychid^e. 

Antennce  with  a  three-jointed  club.  Tarsi  five- jointed, 
basal  joint  small,  second  and  fifth  long. 

The  family  is  recognisable  most  easily  by  the  cylindrical  form,  the 
produced  and  tuberculate  prothorax  in  many  cases,  and  the  general 
resemblance  to  Scolytidce,  from  which  they  differ  in  the  straight  (not 
elbowed)  antennae,  in  which  the  apical  joints  are  often  expanded  on  one 
side  only,  and  in  their  tarsi,  which  are  five-jointed.  They  are  small 
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insects,  scarcely  as  much,  as  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long  and  nearly 
always  the  dull  black  or  deep  brown  of  wood- boring  and  light- shun - 


Fig.  193.  — Bostrychus  .equalis— larva,  imago  and  bored  wood.  [I.  M.  N.] 

ning  insects.  The  body  is  cylindrical,  the  integument  thickened  and 
hard,  the  structure  compact  and  the  insect  well  fitted  for  boring  tun¬ 
nels  in  wood.  The  legs  are  short,  the  femora  and  tibiae  broadened, 
folding  up  under  the  body,  the  trophi  are  well  developed  and  powerful. 

In  many  the  front  of  the  prothorax  overhangs  the  head  and  is  toothed 
and  roughened,  while  in  some  the  body  terminates  behind  in  a  flat  slope 
in  which  are  tubercles,  as  if  the  hind  end  had  been  cut  off  obliquely 
and  tubercles  put  in  for  the  beetle  to  get  a  purchase  on  the  sides  of  the 
tunnel.  Males  and  females  are  alike  in  appearance,  the  former  the 
smaller.  t 

The  life-history  of  some  species  is  known  and  details  must  be  sought 
in  the  literature  of  forest  insects.  In  general,  the  beetles  bore  tunnels 
in  wood,  depositing  eggs  in  these  tunnels  ;  the  larvae  are  white,  the  body 
white,  soft  and  tapering  behind,  the  apex  curled  round  underneath. 

Thoracic  legs  are  usually  present,  eyes  are  absent  and  there  are  small 
four -jointed  antennae.  The  larval  food  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
imago  ;  pupation  takes  place  in  the  larval  tunnel,  no  cocoon  being 
formed.  In  the  known  common  plains  species  there  are  at  least  two 
broods  yearly,  the  beetles  emerging  after  the  cold  weather,  a  brood 
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being  completed  before  the  rains  and  a  second  brood  commencing  then  ; 
this  may  be  a  hibernation  brood  or  may  emerge  and  yield  a  third  or 

hibernation  brood.  In  warmer  parts 
of  the  plains  there  is  no  hibernation 
but  it  is  not  known  whether  there  are 
then  more  than  three  broods. 

The  family  is  of  importance  as  it 
contains  species  which  destroy  cut 
timber  or  dry  wood,  as  well  as  bam¬ 
boos  ;  in  one  species  at  least,  stored 
grain  and  food  products  are  attacked. 
The  function  in  nature  of  these  beetles 
is  to  clear  away  dead  wood  ;  when 
these  beetles  attack  furniture  and  cut 
wood,  as  well  as  bamboos,  they  are 
serious  pests.  The  bamboo-boring 

species  are  extremely  common  in  the 
plains  but  the  remainder  are  almost  , 
wholly  forest  insects  and  only  found 
outside  forest  limits  in  dry  wood. 

There  are  two  special  points  about  the  bamboo-boring  species  that  are 

worth  note  ;  there  is  a  general  belief,  not  confined  to  India,  that 

bamboos  must  be  cut  at  certain  phases  of  the  moon  or  they  will  be 
attacked  by  Bostrychids  ;  this  is  probably  connected  with  the  rise  and 
fall  of  sap,  bamboos  cut  at  one  time  containing  less  sap  than  those  cut 
at  another  ;  secondly  it  is  a  general  custom  to  soak  bamboos  in  water 
for  a  number  of  days,  after  which  they  are  not  attacked  ;  any  one 
may  observe  the  effect  of  this  by  using  unsoaked  bamboos  in  a  roof  ; 
they  are  attacked  very  heavily  and  almost  at  once,  while  soaked  bam¬ 
boos  are  not ;  the  explanation  probably  is  that  soaking  removes  not 
only  sugar  and  soluble  carbohydrates  but  also  albumens,  and  leaves 
the  bamboo  without  nutritious  content. 

These  beetles  suffer  from  a  considerable  number  of  enemies,  small 
beetles  which  invade  their  tunnels  and  attack  them  or  their  young. 
Histeridce  of  the  genera  Teretriosoma  and  Teretrius  are  found  in  their 


Fig.  194.— A.  Scolytid,  B.  Bos- 
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burrows  and  Lesne  mentions  a  Colydiid  beetle  ( Bothrideres )  which  lives 
upon  Sinoxylon  crassum.  Cleridce  attack  them  also  (Cylidrus,  Denops, 
Tillus,  Opilo,  etc.),  and  a  Melyrid  (Axinotarsus)  is  also  recorded.  Hy- 
menopterous  parasites  are  known  but  are  uncommon. 


The  family  has  recently  been  monographed  by  Lesne  (Ann.  Soc. 
Ent.  France,  1896,  p.  95;  1897,  p.  319;  1898,  p.  438  ;  1900,  p.  473; 
1906,  p  445).  He  divides  it  as  follows  : — 

I.  Psoince. 

II.  Polycaonince. 

III.  Dinoderince. 

IV.  Bostrichince. 

1.  Bostrichines.  Bostrichi. 

Xyloperthi. 

2.  Apatines. 

3.  Sinoxylonines. 

Of  the  Polycaonince ,  one  Indian  Heterarthron  is  recorded.  The 
Dinoderince ,  Bostrichines  and  Sinoxylines  are  alone  of  any  importance 
in  India.  In  the  first,  five  species  of  Dinoderus  and  one  of  Rhizopertha 
occurs  in  India.  Of  the  Bostrichines ,  there  are  nine  Bostrichi ,  and  seven 
Xyloperthi  recorded.  In  the  Sinoxylines ,  17  Indian  species  are  recorded. 


Dinoderus  distinctus.,  Le.,  attacks  the  branches  of  mango. 
pilifrons,  Le.,  is  bred  in  bamboos,  both  green  and  dry,  as  in  wood. 
minutus ,  Fabr.,  is  smaller  than  the  prece¬ 
ding  and  is  common  also  in  bamboos.  It 
was  also  found  in  cut  sugarcane.  Rhizo¬ 
pertha  dominica,  Fabr.  (pusilla,  F.),  is  a 
household  pest  boring  into  biscuits  and 
other  dry  stored  produce,  as  well  as  grain. 

It  is  apparently  common  in  Indian  houses 
and  we  have  reared  it  from  wheat  flour. 

Bostrichopsis  parallela,  Le.,  is  mentioned 
by  E.  P.  Stebbing  as  boring  in  bamboos. 

Bostrychus  aequalis,  Wat.  (fig.  19^),  was 
found  in  tea-boxes  from  Calicut.  Sinoxylon 

indicum,  Le.,  has  been  captured  in  many  195.— Dinoderus 

localities  in  South  India  and  Burmah,  but  distinctus.  [I.  M.  N.J 
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does  not  appear  to  have  been  reared.  S.  anale,  Le.,  has  a  length  of 
one-eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  and  is  commonly  found  boring  in  cut 


Fig.  196— SlNOXYLON  ANALE,  X  6. 


and  dead  wood.  A  number  of  trees  it  infests  are  recorded,  as  well  as 
bamboos  ;  apart  from  its  significance  as  a  forest  pest,  it  is  likely  to 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  plains.  It  is  the  species  twice  referred  to  in 
Indian  Museum  Notes  (III,  p.  123,  V,  p.  113)  and  we  have  reared  it 
from  ordinary  dry  wood  in  Behar.  S.  conigerum,  Gerst.,  is  recorded 
in  South  India,  and  is  widespread  in  the  tropics.  S.  crassum ,  Le.,  is 
referred  to  by  de  Niceville  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  106)  as  boring  in 
Acacia  catechu  and  is  known  to  attack  the  cut  or  dead  wood  of  other  trees. 

Ptinid^i. 

Tarsi  five- jointed.  Antennce  often  with  a  feeble  three-jointed 
club.  Head  retractile  into  the  prothorax. 

Small  beetles,  often  of  cylindrical  form,  the  integument  hard  :  the 
tarsi  are  of  five  joints,  the  basal  two  subequal  in  length  (c.  f.  Bostri- 
chidae).  The  colours  are  sombre,  dark  brown  or  black  predominating. 
The  antennae  are  often  feebly  clubbed. 

The  larvae  are  well-known  as  borers  in  wood,  furniture,  dried  fari¬ 
naceous  matter,  books,  drugs  and  tobacco.  These  larvae  are  of  a  form 
similar- to  the  Lamellicornia ,  the  body  white  and  thickset,  set  with  fine 
hairs,  and  curved  back  on  itself  ;  the  head  is  small,  with  distinct  eyes 
and  small  antennae  usually  of  two  joints,  the  body  is  finely  wrinkled, 
and  there  are  three  pairs  of  legs.  These  larvae  eat  tunnels  and  are  very 
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destructive  ;  pupation  takes  place  in  a  cocoon  in  the  tunnel.  The 
beetles  on  emergence  couple  and  lay  eggs  soon  after. 

The  family,  which  is  a  large 
one,  is  divided  into  two,  the 
Ptinides ,  with  the  antennae  in¬ 
serted  on  the  frons,  Anobiides 
with  the  antennae  inserted  on 
the  anterior  margin  of  the  eyes. 

Ptinus  includes  the  cosmopolitan 
P.  fur ,  Linn.,  a  museum  pest, 
and  P.  nigerrimmus ,  Boi.  Gibbium 
contains  a  cosmopolitan  species, 

G.  scotias,  Czen.,  a  small  shiny 
brown  insect  with  swollen  and 
united  elytra,  and  no  wings.  It 
is  a  household  pest  and  is  re¬ 
corded  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  I, 
p.  106)  as  feeding  on  the  outer 
shells  of  opium  cakes  ;  the  larva 
makes  a  hard  whitish  cocoon 
of  anal  secretion  ;  we  have  reared 
it  from  the  rubbish  found  in 

the  bottom  of  a  cupboard  of  papers 
in  an  office  in  Dharwar ;  the  insect  is 
common  in  Egypt  and  the  East, 
feeding  on  all  manner  of  dried  animal 
and  vegetable  matter  and  is  recorded 
from  a  box  of  cayenne  pepper. 

Of  the  Anobiides ,  Anobium  is  the 
best  known,  the  larvse  boring  in  dry 
wood  and  furniture,  the  beetles  in  the 
tunnels  producing  the  knocking  noise 
known  in  England  as  the  “Death 
Watch.”  Anobium  (Sitodrepa)  panicea, 
Linn.,  is  found  attacking  books,  papers, 
dry  wood  and  similar  dried  vegetable  matter.  The  beetle  and  grub  are 
both  borers,  making  neat  cylindrical  tunnels  in  which  they  live.  The 
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Fig.  197. -  Sitodrepa  panicea— larva 
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PLATE  XIX. — Lasioderma  Testaceum. 

The  Cheroot  Beetle. 

Fig.  1.  Two  eggs  on  a  piece  of  tobacco  leaf,  x  10. 

,,  2  Larva,  as  it  is  usually  covered  with  particles  of  leaf,  x  1 

,,  3.  Larva  divested  of  the  covering,  x  16. 

,,  4.  Pupa,  x  16. 

,,  5.  Imago,  dorsal  view,  x  12. 

,,  6.  ,,  resting  attitude,  x  16. 

,,  7.  Bored  cheroot . 
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beetle  is  said  to  knock  with  its  head  in  the  tunnels,  as  a  signal  presum¬ 
ably  to  others  of  its  kind.  This  is  a  cosmopolitan  insect  and  is  common 
in  books  in  this  country.  Lasioderma  testacea ,  Duft.  (Plate  XIX), 
is  slightly  broader  but  otherwise  similar  in  appearance,  pubescent  brown 
with  five  lines  on  the  elytra.  It  bores  in  cheroots  and  cigarettes,  the 
larva  also  boring  in  the  same  place.  This  insect  is  a  serious  pest  in  cured 
tobacco  and  any  form  is  liable  to  become  infested.  The  larva  pupates 
in  a  case  in  the  tobacco  or  between  the  cheroots  and  the  life-history  is 
a  short  one.  It  is  recorded  as  attacking  opium  in  the  Gazipur  Factory 
(Indian  Mus.  Notes,  I,  p.  57)  and  is  a  well-known  insect  in  South  Indian 
tobacco  factories.  It  may  also  be  found  in  turmeric  and  probably 
other  drugs  sold  in  the  bazaars.  In  addition  to  the  above  household 
species,  nine  species  have  been  described  from  this  country.  No 
details  of  the  lives  of  these  free-living  species  are  available. 


MALACODBRMATA 

This  group  may  be  divided  as  follows  : — 
Lycidce . 


Here  treated  as  Malacodermidce. 


Lampyridce. 

Telephoridce  (Cantharidce). 

Drilidce , 

Melyridce.  ( Malachiidce .) 

Cleridce. 

Lymexylonidce. 

Rhagophthalmidce. 

Amongst  important  recent  papers  are  Gorham’s  on  the  Andre wes 
collection  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1895,  p.  294  ;  1903,  p .  323  ;  Proc. 
Zook  Soc.,  London,  1889,  p.  96)  and  Bourgeois’  papers  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent. 
Beige,  1892,  p.  7  ;  1905,  p.  46  ;  1906,  p.  99  ;  1891,  CXXXYII  ;  Bull. 
Soc.  Ent.  France,  1896,  p.  117  ;  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  France,  1903,  p. 
478;  1905,  p.  127).  For  Lycidce,  Waterhouse’s  Illustrations  of  Typical 
Coleoptera,  Vol.  I,  is  valuable  and  the  Lampyridce  are  listed  by  Olivier 
in  Genera  Insectorum. 


Malacodermidw. 

Tarsi  five- jointed.  Integument  soft.  Six , 
seven  or  eight  ventral  segments. 

This  family  is  a  large  assemblage  of  forms  which  are  difficult  to 
define  accurately  but  which  are,  as  a  general  rule,  easily  recognised. 
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The  colours  are  often  sombre,  though  many  are  yellow  and  a  few  a  vivid 
red.  They  vary  in  length  up  to  nearly  half  an  inch.  The  body  is  flat- 


Fig.  202.— Luminous  malacoder- 

MII)  LARVAE  OR  FEMALES,  X  1. 


tened,  the  integument  soft,  the  body  without  that  hardness  and  rigidity 
which  is  a  feature  of  most  beetles.  The  head  is  generally  concealed 
under  the  prothorax  ;  the  antennse  are  often  pectinate,  sometimes  mo- 
niliform,  serrate  or  vaguely  clubbed.  The  large  flat  pronotum  fits 
loosely  to  the  elytra,  the  latter  lying  over  the  abdomen  but  not  accu¬ 
rately  adapted  to  it.  The  mouth-parts  are  usually  feebly  developed. 
Sexual  differences  are  marked  in  a  number  of  characters  (most  easily 
in  the  larger  eyes  which  are  often  contiguous  in  the  males)  and  some 
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females  never  attain  to  the  winged  form  but  remain  as  incompletely 
matured  insects  or  are  of  the  form  of  the  males  but  with  incompletely 
developed  wings.  The  females  of  many  species  are  unknown. 

Though  these  beetles  are  among  the  most  abundant  of  Indian 
insects,  little  is  known  of  their  metamorphosis.  They  are  themselves 
found  in  the  moist  warm  parts  of  India  in  great  abundance,  in  the  drier 
parts  of  India  in  the  rainy  season  only  and  less  abundantly.  The 
beetles  are  found  during  the  day  on  plants,  the  brightly  coloured  ones 
openly,  others  in  concealment,  and  they  come  out  at  night,  only  for  a 
short  time  at  a  regular  hour.  Some  are  probably  vegetable  feeders, 
some  predaceous,  and  their  larvae  are,  in  some  cases,  known  to  be  pre¬ 
daceous  on  molluscs.  One  appears  to  have  been  reared  in  India  ;  the 
larva  of  Lamprophorus  nepalensis  is  mentioned  and  figured  : — (Ritsema. 
Tiydschr,  Ent.  XXXIY,  p.  CXIY,  and  Notes  Leyden  Mus.  XIII,  pi, 
X,  1891). 

In  moist  localities,  as  in  the  submontane  forest  areas,  are  found 
the  peculiar  flat  larvae  (Fig.  201)  of  the  sub-family  Lampyrinae. 
These  insects  are  often  over  one  inch  long,  the  segments  flattened,  the 
notum  forming  a  flat  plate  which  covers  the  segment  ;  the  head  is  con¬ 
cealed  under  the  large  pronotum  and  is  protrusible,  with  small  antennae, 
slender  curved  mandibles  and  inconspicuous  mouth-parts.  There  are 
three  pairs  of  short  legs,  and  the  ventral  surface  of  each  segment  has  a 
brush  of  short  stiff  hairs  ;  from  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  are  protruded 
a  bunch  of  soft  slender  filamentous  processes  which  act  as  a  sucker  and 
give  a  firm  hold  on  the  soil.  These  are  retractile  and  are  normally  com¬ 
pletely  retracted  into  the  rectum.  On  each  side  of  the  eighth  abdominal 
segment  is  an  oval  white  patch  which  becomes  luminous  at  the  will 
of  the  insect.  The  reduced  spiracle  occupies  the  middle  of  this  patch, 
the  remaining  spiracles  being  larger.  This  luminosity  is  very  striking, 
a  bright  greenish  white  light  being  emitted.  The  light  is  evidently 
under  the  control  of  the  insect  and  can  be  quickly  produced,  though  on 
the  cessation  of  stimulus  it  fades  only  slowly.  The  luminous  patches 
are  on  the  ventral  surface  and  though  the  overlapping  dorsal  plate  is 
to  a  large  extent  transparent,  the  light  is  emitted  principally  upon  the 
ground.  These  insects  are  nocturnal,  are  dependent  upon  moist  condi¬ 
tions  and  feed  upon  snails.  A  large  specimen  required  at  least  six 
small  snails  daily  and  with  sufficient  moisture  and  enough  snails 
IIL  21 
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throve  in  captivity.  The  luminosity  is  not  used  in  feeding;  the  insect 
seizes  a  snail,  curls  over  on  its  back  with  the  snail  held  in  its  legs  and 
slowly  devours  the  muscular  part,  leaving  the  alimentary  canal. 
This  has  been  observed  frequently  and  the  luminous  organ  is  not  func¬ 
tional.  What  purpose  this  organ  serves  in  a  larval  insect  is  not  clear 
unless  it  be  defensive.  Quite  young  specimens  exhibit  it  and  though 
none  of  these  larvae  have  been  reared,  all  that  have  been  observed  in 
India  are  sexually  immature  and  evidently  larval.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  curious  insects  will  be  investigated  by  an  observer  situated 
where  they  are  abundant  and  that  the  species  to  which  they  belong 
may  be  determined  by  rearing  them  to  maturity.  Olivier  states  that 
while  the  larvae  are  well  known,  in  no  single  case  has  a  larva  been 
reared  and  the  imago  identified.  A  larva,  apparently  of  this  group, 
was  found  in  Behar  (Figs.  199,  200),  an  elongate,  slightly  flattened 
insect,  of  a  dull  reddish  tint  with  soft  integument  ;  the  legs  were  well 
developed,  and  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  below  were  two  light-emit¬ 
ting  patches.  Apparently  this  was  a  mature  larva  seeking  a  place  in 
which  to  hibernate  or  pupate. 

The  nature  of  the  luminosity  of  these  insects  has  been  much  dis¬ 
cussed  ;  certain  tissues  of  the  bodies  of  these  beetles  have  the  power 
of  giving  off  light,  just  as  other  tissues  exert  a  mechanical  action  or 
emit  electrical  energy.  The  luminosity  is  under  the  control  of  the 
insect  and  heat  is  not  produced.  It  has  been  remarked  that  these  in¬ 
sects  can  convert  a  quantity  of  energy  into  its  full  equivalent  of  light 
without  loss  due  to  the  production  of  heat ;  no  means  are  known  of 
doing  this  artificially  and  even  the  most  modern  devices  for  light  pro¬ 
duction  convert  only  a  fraction  of  the  energy  into  light.  The  precise 
object  of  this  luminosity  is  not  clear  ;  while  most  of  the  beetles  are  noc¬ 
turnal,  a  few  are  actually  diurnal  in  habit  and  the  luminosity  would  not 
appear  to  have  any  value.  In  the  case  of  nocturnal  species,  the  emis¬ 
sion  of  light  may  serve  as  a  “  warning  signal  ”  to  bats  and  nocturnal 
birds  but  there  is  little  to  support  this  view.  It  is  more  likely  that 
this  property  is  connected  with  sex,  but  it  is  also  possible  that  it  is  a 
part  of  the  vital  activity  of  the  insect  which  has  no  function  but  an 
ornamental  and  pleasing  one.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  luminosity 
is  greatest  in  those  species  which  have  the  least  developed  antennae  ; 
forms  with  long  pectinate  antennae  are  the  least  luminous. 
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In  India  the  Lampyride  division  of  this  family  includes  the  only 
luminous  insects  ;  the  only  other  light-emitting  insects  in  which  the 
light  is  the  direct  production  of  the  insect’s  tissues  are  the  species  of 
Pyrophorus  (Elateridce),  which  are  confined  to  the  Neotropical  Region. 

This  large  family  is  divided  into  sub-families  (tribes)  as  follows  : — 


\  Antennae  inserted  on  the  frons 

or  at  the  base  of  the  rostrum 
dorsally. 

(a)  Intermediate  coxae  separated. 

(b)  ,,  ,,  contiguous, 

antennae  sub-contiguous. 
Antennae  distant. 

II,  Antennae  inserted  laterally  in  front 
of  the  eyes. 

(a)  Clypeus  not  distinct. 

(b)  Clypeus  separated  by  a  suture. 


1 .  Lycince. 

2.  Lampyrince. 

3.  Telephorince. 

4.  Drilince. 

5.  Melyrince. 


Lycince. — Over  fifty  species  are  recorded  from  India,  largely  from 


hill  forest  localities.  Red  and 


THQRACICUS. 


orange  are  prevailing  colours  in  our 
species  ;  the  beautiful  Lycostomus 
prceustus,  Fabr.,  is  found  in  the  plains, 
a  deep  orange  insect  with  the  elytra 
tipped  with  black.  We  have  seen 
bushes  so  clustered  with  red  Lycos¬ 
tomus  as  to  appear  to  be  covered  with 
red  blossoms.  L.  rufiventris,  Wat.,  is 
another  of  our  species,  the  colouring 
bright  red  ;  it  rests  by  day  openly  on 
a  plant  or  grass  stem,  and  is  active 
at  night  only. 

Lampyrince  are  monographed  by  E. 
Olivier  in  Genera  Insectorum  (1907). 


Indian  species  are  as  follows  : — 


Lucidotini  . .  . .  Lucernuta  9. 

Lamprophorini  . .  . .  Lamprophorus  10. 

Diaphanes  17. 
Lampyris  1. 
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Megalophtlialmin  i 
Luciolini 


Harmatella  2. 
Luciola  31. 
Pyrophanes  1. 


Diaphanes  marginella ,  Ho.,  Luciola  Gorhami,  Rits.  and  L.  ovalis, 
Ho.,  are  the  light-emitting  species  so  abundant  in  trees  at  night  during 
the  rainy  months.  The  males  have  a  larger  luminous  area  (three  seg¬ 
ments)  than  the  females  (two  segments)  and  are  extremely  bright  and 
vivid  in  some  cases. 

Telephorince. — Over  fifty  species  are  described  from  the  continent, 
but  one  of  which  occurs  in  the  plains.  This  is  Tylocerus  bimaculatus , 
Ho.,  a  yellow  insect  with  a  black  blotch  on  each  elytron,  the  male  with 
the  basal  and  apical  segments  of  the  antenna  dilated.  In  Silis,  the 
male  antennae  are  beautifully  pectinate,  the  beetle  flying  or  walking 
with  the  antennoe  stretched  out,  each  branch  very  long  and  erect, 
giving  the  appearance  of  a  frond  of  a  delicate  plant.  Insects  with  such 
specially  developed  antennae  are  not  uncommon  in  deep  forest  and 
presumably  these  structures  are  associated  with  special  senses. 

By  some  authors,  the  name  Cantharis  is  associated  with  an  insect 
of  this  family,  which  would  then  be  known  as  the  Cantharidce  ;  this 
would  create  profound  confusion  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  who  asso¬ 
ciates  the  term,  in  all  literature  up  to  now,  with  the  blister-beetles 
below.  To  such  authors,  the  Scolytidce  are  Ipidce ,  the  Bruchidce  are 
Lariidce  or  Mylahridce ,  the  Trogositidce  are  T emnochilidce  or  Ostomidce, 
the  Parnidce  are  Dryopidce ,  the  Ptinidce  are  Anobiidce,  the  Cistelidce 
are  Alleculidce ,  and  so  on.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  alterations  in 
the  nomenclature  will,  by  the  general  consent  of  Entomologists,  be 
barred  ;  the  tendency  to  change  names  long  in  use  on  account  of  some 
purist’s  discoveries  in  priority  is  deplorable ;  the  work  of  practical  and 
teaching  Entomologists  is  being  burdened  with  an  immense  nomen¬ 
clature  constantly  increasing  in  complexity,  and  the  difficulties  of  the 
student  are  greatly  increased.  To  convert  Heliothis  armigera  to  Chlo- 
ridce  obsoleta ,  to  call  Locustidce  Phasgonuridce ,  to  change  the  significance 
of  such  names  as  Mytilaspis,  Dactylopius ,  Lecanium  and  Coccus ,  (each 
with  a  clear  significance  to  the  practical  worker)  are  instances  of  this 
practice  referred  to  elsewhere  in  these  pages  and  which  the  student 
should  clearlv  understand. 
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Drilince. — This  sub -family  includes  less  than  twenty  Indian  spe¬ 
cies.  Selasia  laticeps,  Pasc.  and  Dodecatoma  bicolor,  Westw.,  are  to  be 
found  during  the  rains,  delicate  yellow  and  black  insects,  with  pecti¬ 
nate  antennae. 

Melyrince.  (Malachiince). — These  beetles  are  of  small  size  and 
bright  colouring,  active  by  day  in  some  cases  and  found  occasionally 
in  great  abundance  at  flowers.  The  larvae  are  not  known.  Over 
thirty  species  are  described  and  several  are  common  in  the  plains. 
Hapalochrus  fasciatus,  F.,  is  a  small  beetle,  coloured  in  orange  and  me¬ 
tallic  blue,  found  running  on  crops  and  small  plants.  Laius  jucundus, 
Bourg.,  is  smaller,  an  equally  brightly  coloured  insect,  which  runs 
actively  about  in  grass  and  on  soil.  Prionocerus  bicolor,  Kedt.,  is  a 
large  yellow  insect,  with  the  appearance  of  the  typical  members  of  the 
family.  Melyris  is  represented  by  a  small  pubescent  black  insect  found 
abundantly  on  the  flower  heads  of  Artemisia  in  the  hills.  It  is  quite 
unlike  most  Malacodermids,  more  compact  and  chitinised,  and  much 
smaller.  Idgia  includes  the  typical  forms,  brightly  coloured  insects 
which  are  active  by  day  and  feed  on  the  anthers  and  stigmas  of  plants. 
Idgia  cardoni ,  Bourg.,  has  been  found  to  be  destructive  in  this  way, 
though  not  on  any  scale,  destroying  the  flowering  parts  of  cereals  and 
preventing  fertilisation. 

Clerid^;. 

Antennce  clubbed,  dentate  or  flabellate .  Lamellce  under 
the  tarsal  joints.  Tarsi  five-jointed,  but  basal 
joints  of  posterior  legs  often  very  sm,all. 

Brightly  coloured  insects,  of  small  size,  the  majority  with  warning 
colouration.  Many  are  banded  in  bright  colours,  some  uniformly  blue 
or  other  metallic  colours.  The  shape  is  characteristic,  the  head  and 
thorax  narrower  than  the  elytra,  the  sides  parallel,  the  body  cylindrical. 
The  antennae  are  feebly  knobbed,  moderately  long.  The  head  is  pro¬ 
minent,  the  prothorax  distinct,  the  elytra  covering  the  abdomen.  The 
legs  are  of  moderate  length,  formed  for  running. 

These  little  beetles  are  active  in  flight  and  are  found  in  the  open 
on  flowers,  on  trees,  in  grass,  on  fallen  wood,  at  carcases.  Some  are 
predaceous  upon  other  insects,  notably  those  that  bore  in  wood  and 
bamboos.  The  bamboo  boring  Bostrichids,  as  also  wood-boring 
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Scolytids,  are  their  prey  and  the  larvse  have  the  same  habits.  Little 
is  known  of  the  habits  of  the  larvae  as  a  whole,  some  being  predaceous, 


Fig.  204.— Necrobia  rufipes. 


some  scavengers  and  some  being  known  to  live  in  the  nests  of  bees  and 
in  locust  egg  masses.  With  the  exception  of  those  that  prey  upon  wood¬ 
boring  beetles  none  appear  to  have  been  reared  in  India. 

The  family  is  a  large  one,  the  latest  monograph  (Genera  Insecto- 
rum)  giving  nearly  2,000  species,  of  which  109  are  Indian.  They  are 
less  common  in  the  cultivated  plains  than  in  the  hill  forest  areas  and 
the  warmer  moist  parts  of  India.  Gorham  describes  Doherty’s  Indian 
and  Burmese  species  (Proc.  Zool.  Soc.,  London,  1893,  p.  566),  and  Fea’s 
(Ann.  Mus.  Genova,  1892). 

Few  are  likely  to  be  found  unless  they  are  specially  looked  for,  and 
there  are  probably  many  species  to  be  found  in  the  plains.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  noteworthy  : — Necrobia  rufipes ,  F.,  a  bright  blue  insect,  is  cos¬ 
mopolitan  and  is,  with  N.  violacea ,  L.,  a  household  pest  feeding  on 
animal  produtcts  (horn,  etc.).  N.  ruficollis ,  F.,  in  which  the  thorax 
and  base  of  the  elytra  are  red,  is  known  to  be  destructive  to  the  dry 
cured  fish  prepared  in  Sylhet.  Corynetes  cceruleus ,  de  G.,  is  also  cos¬ 
mopolitan  and  carried  by  commerce.  Ommadius  indicus ,  Cast.,  is  a 
larger  dark-banded  brown  insect,  found  in  Southern  India.  Tillus 
notatus,  Klug.,  is  found  in  abundance  in  the  burrows  of  bamboo-boring 
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PLATE  XX. — Sphenoptera  Gossypii. 
Cotton  Stem  Borer. 

Fig,  1.  Larva  in  stem  of  Cotton  plant. 

Larva,  magnified. 

Pupa  in  stem,  x  3. 

4.  ,,  magnified. 

5.  Imago  magnified. 

6.  Imago. 

7.  Parasite. 
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COTTON  STEM  BORER. 


€ngraved  and  printed  * 
by  Zhe  Calcutta  phototype  Co. 


RHIPIC  BRIDGE. 
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Bostrichids  and,  in  bamboo-roofed  buildings,  is  at  times  extremely 
abundant.  Its  larvae  are  supposed  to  live  in  the  burrows,  feeding  on 
the  larvae  of  the  Bostrichids  ;  it  is  probably  an  important  factor  in 
checking  this  pest.  We  figure  Callimerus  decoratus,  Gorh.,  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  vividly  marked  species  so  common  in  forests  ;  the  ground 
colour  is  deep  blue,  the  spots  are  dense  white  and  the  legs  are  yellow. 
Opilo  suhfasciatus ,  Westw.,  Orthrius  hengale,  Westw.,  and  other  species 
of  Orthrius  are  found  in  the  plains,  brown  and  black  species  that 
frequent  flowers  and  which  suggest  small  longicorns. 

Lymexylonim:. 

Tarsi  of  five  joints,  first  and  fifth  long,  remainder 
short.  Antennce  short,  serrate. 

Elongate  cylindrical  beetles,  whose  larvae  are  cylindrical  and  bore 
galleries  in  dead  or  dying  trees.  They  are  a  very  small  family  and 
doubtfully  distinct  from  both  Malacodermids  and  Melandryids.  They 
are  extremely  widespread  and  occur  in  tropical  forests  in  the  East. 
Atractocerus  occurs  in  Ceylon  and  is  likely  to  occur  in  India. 

Rhagophthalmid^:. 

This  family  includes  two  Indian  species  Rhagophthalmus  brevi- 
pennis,  Fairm.,  from  Nagpur  and  R.  (Ochrotyra)  semiusta,  Pascoe,  from 
the  Nilgiris. 

Dascillid^:. 

Tarsi  five- jointed .  Abdominal  segments  five. 

A  small  group,  near  to  the  Malacodermidce  and  doubtfully  homo¬ 
geneous  or  distinct.  Most  are  American  and  European.  Less  than 
twenty  species  are  recorded  from  localities  in  India ;  of  their  habits 
nothing  appears  to  be  known. 

Rhipicerid^. 

Antennce  flabellate  or  pectinate  in  the  males.  Tarsi  five-jointed , 
the  fifth  joint  with  a  well-developed  setaceous  onychium. 

Anterior  legs  with  trochantin. 

A  family,  closely  related  to  the  Malacodermidce,  of  small  numbers 
and  but  little  known.  The  antennae  in  one  genus,  Rhipicera,  have 
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more  than  the  usual  eleven  segments,  as  much  in  some  cases  as  forty. 
The  beetles  are  not  common  and  are  essentially  tropical.  Three 
species  of  Callirhipis  occur  in  India. 


STERNOXX. 

Schwarz  gives  the  following  classification  of  the  Sternoxi  : — 


Buprestidoe. 

Throscidce. 

Eucnemidce. 

Cerophytidce, 


E  later  idee. 
Dicrony  chidce. 
Plastoceridce. 
Cebrionidce. 


The  Eucnemidce  are  monographed  by  Bonvouloir  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent., 
France,  1870)  and  the  Cebrionidce  in  the  same  publication,  1874.  The 
student  will  also  find  Maindron’s  Elateridce  in  this  publication  for  1905, 
p.  319.  Elateridce  are  listed  by  Schwarz  and  Buprestidoe  by  Kerre- 
manns  in  Genera  Insectorum. 


Buprestidoe. 


There  is  a  prosternal  process  extending  back  into  a  mesosternal 
cavity.  The  antennae  serrate ,  short.  Tarsi  five- 
jointed,  basal  four  joints  with  pads. 

These  beetles  resemble  Elateridce  superficially  but  have  not  the 
hind  angles  of  the  prothorax  produced  backwards.  They  include  tiny 


Fift’.  206.— Psiloptera 

FASTUOSA. 


Fig.  207.— Julodis 

ATKINSON  I. 


beetles  less  than  one-quarter  of  an  inch  long  as  well  as  large  robust  forms 
nearly  one  inch  in  length.  The  colours  are  usually  metallic,  from  dul 
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bronzy  black  to  bright  green  with  red  reflections.  Some  species  are 
covered  with  an  efflorescence  produced  from  a  secretion  in  the  skin. 
Warning  colouration  is  not  usually  shown  and  the  exact  significance 
of  the  colour  schemes  is  perhaps  doubtful.  The  integument  is  hard 
and  strong,  the  head  partly  sunk  in  the  thorax,  which  is  strongly  fixed 
to  the  abdomen,  the  elytra  accurately  adapted  to  the  body  ;  the  antennae 
are  readily  concealed  under  the  head.  The  mouth-parts  are  short  and 
of  the  herbivorous  type.  The  legs  are  short  and  fold  under  the  body 
when  at  rest.  The  wings  are  large  and  functional  in  flight.  Males 
and  females  are  similar  in  appearance  and  usually  also  in  size.  The 
life-history  of  a  few  species  has  been  worked  out  in  India  and  agrees 
with  that  of  the  group  as  a  whole.  The  larvae  are  borers  in  the  tissues 
of  plants,  some  mining  in  the  leaves,  others  boring  in  the  twigs,  the 
branches,  the  woody  stems  or  beneath  the  bark  of  trees.  The  larva 
is  of  a  characteristic  foim,  legless  with  the  thoracic  segments  swollen 
into  a  distinct  bulb  (Plate  XX),  the  abdomen  very  long  and  slender. 
The  swelling  fits  the  bore  made  in  the  plant  and  gives  the  larva  the 
necessary  hold  to  move  along  the  bore  or  to  work  with  its  mandibles 
against  the  hard  tissues.  Pupation  takes  place  in  the  bore,  the  pupa 
lying  naked  in  a  chamber  made  by  closing  the  bore  with  debris,  as  a 
rule  ;  the  larva  prepares  the  hole  of  exit  for  the  pupa,  leaving  only  a 
thin  covering  of  bark  through  which  the  beetle  can  readily  emerge. 
The  beetles  feed  on  leaves,  eating  the  parenchyma  and  leaving  the 
veins  only.  They  fly  actively  and  are  diurnal. 

The  large  species  have  a  life-history  lasting  one  year  at  least,  and 
the  beetles  are  seen  at  one  season  in  the  year  only.  Some  at  least  of 
the  smaller  species  have  several  broods  in  the  year  depending  upon 
their  foodplants.  Hibernation  appears  to  be  passed  in  the  larval  and 
in  the  imaginal  states.  A  few  are  pests,  those  which  breed  in  culti¬ 
vated  plants  such  as  guava,  cotton,  jute,  groundnut  and  citrus  trees. 
The  family  is  of  more  importance  in  Forestry  than  in  Agriculture. 
Hymenopterous  parasites  attack  these  larvae  just  as  they  do  other 
boring  larvae,  and  birds  are  known  to  feed  on  the  beetles. 

This  family  is  a  very  large  one  and  widely  spread,  with  nearly  300 
recorded  4  4  Indian  ’ 5  species.  Kerremanns  divides  the  family  into 
12  sub-families,  which  need  not  be  touched  on  here  (see  Ann.  Soc.  Ent., 
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Belg.,  XXV,  p.  165)  ;  he  has  recently  listed  the  known  species  in  Genera 
Insectorum  and  is  monographing  the  species  of  the  world.  By  far  the 
larger  number  of  recorded  Indian  species  are  Himalayan  or  Burmese. 
A  very  small  number  are  common  in  the  plains  with  a  small  number 
that  have  been  occasionally  recorded. 

Sternocera  includes  large  brightly  coloured  species,  of  somewhat 
oval  shape,  with  smooth  elytra  and  deeply  punctate  pronotum,  the 
sternal  process  prominent.  They  are  rarely  found  outside  the  hills 
and  forest  areas,  S.  chrysidioides,  C.  &  G.,  and  S.  nitidicollis ,  C.  &  G., 
being  occasionally  captured. 

Julodis  is  of  similar  form  but  without  a  marked  sternal  process, 
the  elytra  pointed  at  the  apex.  J .  atkinsoni,  Kerr.,  was  reported  (in 
error)  as  an  injurious  insect  in  the  Punjab  but  is  rarely  found  in  North- 
West  India.  It  appears  to  be  a  genus  characteristic  of  sandy  desert 
areas. 

Chrysochroa  includes  17  Indian  species,  of  which  C.  mutabilis,  Oliv., 
is  found  in  the  plains.  This  is  a  metallic  green  insect  with  red  reflec¬ 
tions  especially  at  the  margin  of  the  elytra. 

C.  chinensis,  C.  &  G.,  is  the  beautiful  green 
and  red  beetle  sold  as  a  curiosity  in  the 
hills  and  very  common  in  some  forest 
localities,  while  C.  edwardsii,  Ho.,  is  the  big 
yellow-blotched  species  abundant  in  the 
Khasi  hills  and  also  a  source  of  income  to 
the  Khasi  insect  collector. 

Psiloptera  cupreosplendens ,  Saund.,  is 
occasionally  caught  in  the  plains,  a  smaller 
green  and  red  metallic  insect,  the  elytra 
much  punctured. 

Sphenoptera  is  the  most  abundant  in  culti¬ 
vated  areas,  several  species  being  found  breed-  Fl^’  HR°A 

ing  in  wild  or  cultivated  plants.  They  are 

deep  metallic  bronzy  insects,  not  of  large  size  and  by  no  means  easy  to 
discriminate.  Kerremanns  gives  20  Indian  species.  S.  gossypii ,  Kerr. 
(Plate  XX),  is  the  cotton  stem  borer  of  the  cotton  areas,  apparently  wide¬ 
spread  over  India,  and,  as  a  rule,  very  common  but  only  once  found  in 
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Behar.  Its  life-history  is  elsewhere  described  (Indian  Insect  Pests, 
p.  100).  Another  Sphenoptera  is  a  serious  enemy  to  groundnut  (Ara- 
chis  hypogea),  the  larvae  boring  in  the  underground  rootstock.  It  is 
abundant  in  South  India.  Belionota  prasina Thunb.,  is  found  boring 
in  guava  and  mango  trunks  and  is  found  commonly.  It  is  a  very  dark 
metallic  blue-black,  the  pronotum  with  a  lateral  indentation  and  red 
blotch,  the  elytra  with  four  fine  longitudinal  ridges. 


Fig.  -209.  — Belionota 
prasina. 


Fig.  210.— Agrilus 
GRISATOll. 


Kerremanns  lists  nearly  1,100  species  of  Agrilus ,  38  of  which  are 
Indian.  A  species  that  is  probably  A.  grisator,  Kerr.,  has  been  reared 
from  lemon  trees  and  another  species  breeds  in  the  same  plant.  They 
are  small  linear  beetles  of  varied  colouring. 

Finally,  we  have  the  still  smaller,  more  oval  forms  included  in 
Trachys ,  41  out  of  260  of  which  Kerremanns  records  as  Indian.  So 
far  as  is  known,  the  larvae  of  these  beetles  are  leaf  miners  and  one 
has  been  reared  from  the  leaves  of  Jute,  another  from  Beal.  Several 
species  are  common. 

Theoscid^e. 

Kepresented  by  Throscus  (Trixagus)  proprius ,  Bonv.,  found  in 
North  India. 


Eucnemid^:. 

Twelve  species  are  recorded  from  different  localities  in  the  hills. 
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Elaterid^. — Click  Beetles. 

The  hind  angles  of  the  thorax  usually  produced  backwards.  A  pros- 
ternal  process  received  in  the  mesosternum.  Antennce 
often  serrate  or  pectinate. 

A  very  large  family  of  small  or  large  beetles  recognizable  usually 
at  sight  from  the  very  striking  general  facies  peculiar  to  the  family. 
The  large  forms,  which  are  half  an  inch 
and  more  in  length,  are  in  many  cases 
brightly  coloured,  the  small  forms,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  number,  in  dull 
tints  of  brown  or  yellow.  The  antennae 
are  moderately  long  and  of  varied  form. 

The  head  is  small  and  embedded  in  the 
solid  prothorax.  The  prothorax  is 
remarkably  large  and  powerful,  fitting 
loosely  but  accurately  to  the  elytra,  the 
lateral  angles  prolonged  backwards.  On  Flg*  211*”Agrypnus  fuscipes. 
the  ventral  surface  is  a  process,  which 

passes  into  the  mesosternum  in  which  is  a  cavity  fitted  to  it.  The 
abdomen  is  long,  covered  by  the  hard  elytra  ;  the  legs  are  moderately 
long  and  formed  for  running.  The  striking  structure  of  the  prothorax 
is  associated  with  the  faculty  many  of  the  beetles  have  of  leaping  up 
with  a  click  when  placed  on  a  flat  surface  with  the  venter  upwards. 

Although  these  beetles  are  common  everywhere  in  India,  and  there 
is  an  abundance  of  species,  practically  nothing  is  actually  on  record  "as 


Fit?.  212.— L 411 V A  OF  AGRYPNUS  FUSCIPES. 

( From  Westwood.) 

to  the  life-history.  We  figure  from  Westwood  a  larva  possibly  that 
of  A  grypnus  fuscipes ,  the  commonest  large  Elaterid  of  India.  We  are 
not  aware  that  any  species  has  actually  been  reared,  though  larvae  that 
are  probably  of  this  family  can  be  found  commonly  enough.  The  known 
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larvae  elsewhere  are  cylindrical  and  elongated,  the  segments  smooth 
and  fitting  closely  to  one  another,  the  whole  head  and  body  forming  a 
smooth  flexible  cylinder.  There  are  three  pairs  of  legs,  and  the  hind 
end  terminates  in  hooks  and  chitinised  processes  which  probably  give 
the  larva  leverage  on  the  soil  or  other  medium  in  which  it  lives  and 
facilitates  rapid  locomotion. 


On  the  analogy  of  known  European 
forms  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these 
brown  shiny  larvae  are  those  of  Elateridce 
but  the  difficulty  is  to  rear  them.  It  is 
uncertain  whether  they  feed  on  roots  or 
other  vegetable  matter  or  whether  they 
are  predaceous  on  other  insects  and  so  on 
those  which  really  injure  the  roots  of 
plants  (e.g.,  Melolonthidce).  They  are 
associated  with  damage  to  roots  but  may 
not  cause  it,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any 
instances  of  damage  to  roots  by  Elaterids 
in  India.  In  the  known  species,  the 
development  is  slow  and  several  years 
are  occupied  in  the  metamorphosis. 
Nothing  is  known  as  to  their  enemies, 
none  are  known  to  be  pests  in  India,  and 
there  are  as  yet  no  data  as  to  their  hibernation  or  seasonal  occurrence, 
save  the  very  general  observation  that,  like  most  insects,  they  are 
found  most  abundantly  in  the  rainy  season. 


oculatus. 
{After  Chapuis.) 


The  family  is  so  large  and  complex  that  the  preliminary  difficulty 
of  identifying  or  even  separating  the  distinct  species  is  at  present 
insuperable.  Practically  all  the  known  Indian  species  were  described  by 
Candeze,  whose  works  must  be  consulted.  Schwarz  has  listed  the 
Elateridce,  as  apart  from  the  Eucnemidce,  etc.,  in  Genera  Insectorum 
(1906),  enumerating  503  species  as  occurring  in  India  and  Burmah 
alone.  This  cannot  be  more  than  a  part  of  the  actual  species  and  new 
species  are  found  in  quantity. 

Of  the  28  sub-families,  21  are  represented  by  Indian  forms.  The 
light-emitting  Pyrophorini  are  confined  to  the  new  world  and  do  not 
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occur  in  India.  Agrypnus  (13  spp.)  includes  the  large  forms,  A.  fusci- 
pes,  Fabr.  (fig.  210),  being  the  common  large  black  click-beetle  of 
the  plains.  Lacon  (44  spp.)  is  a  common  genus,  with  several  plains 
species,  smaller  forms,  with  somewhat  expanded  prothorax.  Camp- 
sosternus  (30  spp.)  are  large  insects  of  metallic  colouring,  usually 
green,  abundant  in  hill  forests  and  of  striking  appearance.  The  ex- 
tremely  common  small  click-beetles  which  come  so  abundantly  to  light 
in  the  plains  during  the  rainy  months  are  species  of  Heteroderes  (16  spp.) ; 
nothing  is  yet  known  of  their  life-history  or  habits,  in  spite  of  the 
numbers  in  which  they  occur  ;  they  are  wholly  nocturnal,  the  beetles 
found  by  day  in  hiding  on  plants,  in  bark,  under  dry  leaves,  etc.  Car- 
diophorus  (75  spp.)  is  widely  spread  over  the  plains  and  abundant; 
C.  stolatus,  Er.,  is  a  small  beetle,  the  elytra  chestnut  with  a  black  fascia, 
also  very  abundant  at  light.  Cardiophorus  quadrimaculatus ,  Motsch . , 
has  yellow  blotches  on  the  elytra  and  is  conspicuous.  Melanotus  (23) 
includes  larger  dark  brown  species,  M.  fuscus,  Latr.,  common  in  Kanara 
and  the  hills,  other  species  occurring  in  the  plains.  Penia  eschscholtzi , 
Cost.,  is  a  broader  rounder  beetle  of  a  bright  brown  colour  with  ochreous 
fasciae,  common  in  the  Himalayas.  PJectrosternus  rufus ,  Lac.,  is  the 
large  red  beetle  with  black  longitudinal  grooves,  in  which  the  prothorax 
is  small  and  the  antennae  conspicuously  serrate.  Hemiops  crassa,  Gylh., 
is  smaller,  the  ground  colour  yellow  but  equally  conspicuously  coloured. 

Dicronychid^:. 

These  are  separated  as  a  distinct  family  by  Schwarz  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  penis.  Two  species  of  Dicronychus  occur  in  India,  of 
which  D.  cinnamomeus ,  Cand.,  is  not  uncommon  in  the  plains,  a  small 
brown  beetle  with  the  typical  facies  of  the  Elateridce. 

Cebrionid  m. 

A  single  species  is  described  as  Indian,  Sandalus  orientalis ,  Bourg. 

HETEROMERA. 

A  distinct  series  of  beetles,  whose  classification  into  families  is 
not  clear.  Four  families  are  easily  distinguishable  as  far  as  Indian 
forms  are  concerned. 
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T enebrionidce  include  a  large  number  of  the  species,  the  tarsi  not 
lobed,  the  claws  smooth,  the  body  compact  with  close  fitting  elytra. 

Mordellidce  have  the  head  peculiarly  formed  and  indexed,  the  hind 
coxae  with  sharp  plates. 

Cantharidce  have  the  head  with  a  neck,  the  tarsal  claws  with  appen¬ 
dages,  and  the  elytra  not  fitting  the  abdomen  closely. 

Trictenotomidce  are  large,  with  long  antennae  often  serrate  at  the 
tip,  long  curved  mandibles  and  resemble  Cerambycidce. 

The  remaining  eleven  families  are  of  less  importance  and  less 
easily  recognisable.  For  papers  on  this  group,  see  Fairmaire’s  papers 
on  the  Kurseong  and  Andrewes’  collections.  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  Beige, 
1894,  p.  17  ;  1896,  p.  6). 

Tenebrionid^e. 

Antennce  of  eleven  joints ,  under  a  projection  of  the  side  of  the  head . 

Tarsi  heteromerous ,  simple .  Abdomen  of  five  segments. 

A  large  family  of  beetles  generally  of  sombre  colour,  found  most 
abundantly  in  deserts  and  dry  places.  They  are  of  moderate  size, 

many  of  some  bulk  and  weight.  The 
antennae  are  short  and  of  varied  form ; 
the  trophi  are  of  the  biting  herbivorous 
type.  The  body  is  hard,  often  flatten¬ 
ed,  often  globular,  the  elytra  fitting 
closely  and  in  the  apterous  forms 
soldered  together.  Sexual  differences 
occur  in  a  few,  as  in  the  erect  horns 
on  the  head,  the  dilation  of  the  tarsi, 
or  the  presence  of  the  tuft  of  hair  on 
the  abdomen  of  the  males. 

Little  is  known  of  the  life-history 

and  but  few  species  have  been  reared 

in  India.  The  larvae  are  elongate, 

cylindrical,  the  segments  with  brown 
Fig.  214.— Opatrum  depressum.  j 

p.  M.  Ni]  thickened  integument ;  the  hind  end 

bears  often  two  dorsal  hooks  and  a 
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ventral  retractile  process  ;  the  legs  are  present  and  functional  in  run¬ 
ning.  The  larvae  are  extremely  difficult  to  find  ;  Opatrum  is  in  some 
places  found  literally  in  millions  but  its  larva  never  ;  larvae  have  been 
obtained  first  in  captivity  and  then  in  the  field  only  after  prolonged  search¬ 
ing.  The  known  larvae,  like  the  known  beetles,  feed  on  dead  vegetable  mat¬ 
ter  such  as  decaying  leaves  ;  this  also  appears  to  be  their  food  in  desert 
places  where  there  is  a  layer  of  leaves  below  each  bush  ;  we  have  seen 
these  desert  forms  come  out  in  numbers  and  feed  on  locust  hoppers. 
The  function  of  the  family  essentially  is  that  of  scavenging  the  dead 
vegetable  matter  that  falls  in  such  abundance  and,  excluding  the  house¬ 
hold  pests,  none  are  injurious.  The  prevalence  of  deep  black  as  a 
colour  is  to  be  expected  since  they  are  insects  which  shun  light  and 
which  live  in  dark  places  where  they  are  well  hidden ;  the  colouring 
strikes  one  when  one  sees  these  beetles  in  sandy  deserts  as  in  North 
India,  but  the  colouration  is  of  use  since  the  beetles  rapidly  recover 
from  the  torpidity  due  to  the  chill  of  the  air  at  night  by  coming  out 
into  the  sunlight  at  sunrise  for  a  short  time  before  going  into  the  bushes 
to  feed.  These  beetles  are  a  striking  feature  of  the  sandy  wastes  of 
North  India  where  insect  life  is  so  scanty  and  these  species  are  very 
imperfectly  known  and  probably  peculiar  to  such  localities.  Not  all 
Tenebrionids  live  on  the  soil  in  concealment,  though  most  do  so  ;  they 
really  fall  into  two  series,  the  light-seeking  and  the  light-shunning 
species,  the  latter  predominating.  They  are  found  among  decaying 
vegetation,  among  fallen  leaves,  under  bark,  in  thatched  roofs,  between 
the  timbers  of  a  house  and  generally  in  concealment.  Practically 
nothing  is  known  as  to  the  length  of  their  life-histories  or  their  seasons  ; 
a  yearly  feature  is  the  emergence  of  numbers  of  the  very  common  beetle 
Mesomorpha  villiger ,  which  breeds  in  dry  leaves  and  wood  and  which 
emerges  abundantly  to  fly  in  the  warm  evenings  in  March  in  the  plains. 
In  the  warm  winter  of  1907,  these  beetles  emerged  on  February  25th, 
an  exceptionally  early  date.  Opatrum  appears  to  have  no  season,  nor 
do  most  of  those  which  we  have  found  abundantly  in  the  plains,  though 
Blaps  is  found  only  in  the  co]d  weather  and  probably  has  a  yearly 
period. 

The  family  is  a  very  large  one  with  a  great  number  of  species.  The 
geographical  distribution  is  wide,  but  the  ground  species  appear  to  be 
most  abundant  in  Africa,  the  Mediterranean  and  Caspian  littoral,  and 
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PLATE  XXI. — Heteromera. 


Fig.  1. 

Blaps  orientalis. 
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2. 

Ceropria  induta. 
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3. 

Mesomorplia  villiger. 
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4. 

Cossyphus  depressus. 
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5. 

Plafcynotus  perforatus. 
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6. 

Formicomus  sp. 
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7. 

Opatrum  elongatum. 
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8. 

Doliema  plana. 
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9. 

Emenadia  ferruginea. 
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10. 
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11. 

Ofclinius  delusus. 
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12. 

Allecula  sp. 

x  2, 

99 

13. 

Scleron  orientale. 
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in  certain  centres  in  the  New  World.  India  possesses  but  a  small 
number  of  the  large  total  of  species  and  but  few  come  into  our  plains 
fauna. 

About  300  Indian  species  are  recorded,  of  which  perhaps  fifty  are 
found  in  the  plains.  The  individual  species  are  difficult  to  discrimi¬ 
nate  and  no  comprehensive  work  on  the  Indian  species  is  in  existence. 
The  Cardon  and  Andrewes  collections  have  been  described  (Ann.  Soc. 
Ent.,  Beige,  1894,  1896)  and  a  number  of  species  added  lately,  but  the 
literature  is  scattered  and  the  family  requires  revision.  We  are  not 
aware  of  any  records  of  life-histories  or  habits. 

Polposipus  herculeanus,  Sol.  is  a  large  species  covered  with  hair, 
whose  characters  are  so  odd  that  Lacordaire  states  that  he  thought 
the  original  describer  might  have  had  before  him  a  ‘  ‘  faked  ’  ’  insect, 
the  head,  legs  and  body  belonging  to  three  distinct  genera.  Tenebrio 
contains  T .  molitor ,  whose  larva  is  so  common  in  meal  and  flour  and 
which  is  bred  in  large  numbers  as  food  for  cage  birds.  It  is  now 
cosmopolitan.  Rhytinota,  Pachycera,  Hyper  ops  and  Himatismus  include 
rather  elongate  beetles  of  a  dead  black  colour  and  small  size,  found 
sometimes  in  great  abundance.  The  beetles  have  been  collected  at 
all  times  of  the  year  and  seem  to  have  no  distinct  seasons.  Blaps 
is  the  large  4 ‘black  beetle”  of  the  plains,  with  B.  orientalis ,  Sol. 
(Plate  XXI,  fig.  1),  common  and  B.  indicola,  Bot.,  rarer.  The  former 
is  very  common  and  striking  ;  the  elytra  are  soldered  together  and,  in 
the  females,  produced  into  a  process  behind,  which  varies  much  in 
length.  This  beetle  on  being  handled  exudes  an  unpleasant  liquid 
which  stains  a  permanent  dull  red.  Nothing  appears  to  be  known  as 
to  its  life-history  and  all  our  specimens  were  captured  between  Decem¬ 
ber  and  May.  Platynotus  perforatus ,  Muls.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  5),  is  also 
very  common,  a  flatter  beetle,  more  distinctly  punctured.  Scleron 
denticolle,  Fairm.,  and  S.  orientate ,  F.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  13),  are  small 
retiring  beetles,  characterised  by  the  curiously  flattened  and  expanded 
fore  femur  and  tibia,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  digging. 

Opatrum  is  perhaps  the  commonest  of  all  the  genera,  occurring 
sometimes  in  enormous  numbers.  There  are  a  variety  of  species,  in¬ 
cluding  0.  elongatum,  Gfuer.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  7),  which  is  narrower 
and  has  the  prothorax  slightly  tuberculate,  0.  dorsogranosum,  Fairm., 
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in  wliicli  the  upper  surface  is  somewhat  granulose,  and  Opatrum. 
depressum,  Fabr.,  which  is  figured  here.  These  species  occur  sometimes 
in  incredible  numbers  ;  we  have  seen  a  field  of  six-foot-high  indigo  so 
infested  that  every  stem  was  black  ;  the  beetles  always  shun  light  and 
in  the  dense  indigo  crop  they  live  in  shade  and  feed  on  the  abundant 
dry  leaves  that  fall.  When  the  crop  is  cut  they  are  brought  in  with 
it  to  the  vats  and  sometimes  cover  the  surrounding  masonry,  etc.  A 
number  of  beetles  were  confined  in  the  insectary  and  fed  on  these 
leaves  ;  larvae  were  eventually  found  which  were  reared  without  diffi¬ 
culty  but  which  lived  wholly  on  the  surface  of  the  soil  under  the  cover¬ 
ing  of  leaves.  On  first  seeing  the  multitudes  of  these  beetles  that  exist, 
one  is  tempted  to  wonder  where  their  larvae  could  have  been  ;  we 
realise  it  after  having  reared  them  and  it  is  possible  then  to  dimly  see 
how  vast  may  be  the  fauna  hidden  away  like  this  on  the  soil  and  how 
important  their  work  of  disposing  of  plant  refuse  is.  Opatrum  apparently 
like  most  of  its  family,  is  wholly  a  feeder  on  dead  or  decaying  vegetable 
tissue  and  the  beetles  have  been  found  to  even  eat  planks  laid  on  the  soil. 

The  genus  Toxicum  is  marked  by  the  erect  horns  of  the  males  ; 
these  beetles  are  found  under  bark  ;  the  function  of  the  horns  is 
unknown.  The  two  species 
of  Tribolium  occur  widely 
spread,  T.  ferrugineum ,  Fabr., 

T.  confusus ,  Duv.  Both  are 
pests  of  stored  produce  and 
occur  frequently  in  dried  in¬ 
sect  collections.  The  latter 
is  stated  to  be  abundant  in 
America,  but  we  have  been 
unable  to  recognise  it  in  our 
long  series.  We  reproduce 
the  figures  illustrating  the 
differences  in  the  two  species 
in  Chittenden’s  paper  (U.  S . 

Dept,  of  Agri.  Ento.  Bull., 

N.  S.  4).  It  is,  however,  re¬ 
corded  from  rice  in  Rangoon 


Fig.  215.— Tribolium  confusum,  A.  head 

OF  T.  CONFUSUS,  B.  FERRUGINEUM. 
[After  Chittenden.) 
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(Indian  Mus.  Notes  V,  139).  The  former  is  common  and  has  been 
reared  from  wheat  grains,  wheat  flour,  and  oat  meal,  as  well  as  dried 
insects. 

One  of  the  more  striking  insects  of  the  plains  is  the  curious  flat¬ 
tened  Cossyphus  depressus ,  Fabr.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  4),  in  which  the 
elytra  and  pronotum  are  produced  into  a  curved  thin  lamella  surround¬ 
ing  the  body  after  the  manner  of  a  Cassid  beetle.  What  object  this 
serves  is  uncertain,  but  it  may  give  it  a  resemblance  to  a  seed  which  is 
of  use  as  a  protection.  Derosphcerus  nigricollis ,  Bot.,  is  a  larger  beetle, 
the  elytra  deeply  punctate  and  shining,  with  long  legs,  which  is  found 
on  the  soil  in  the  plains.  Platydema  includes  small  oval  brown  beetles 
found  eating  the  inner  portions  of  the  flakes  of  tree  bark.  Mesomorpha 
villiger ,  Bl.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  3),  is  a  cosmopolitan  beetle  found  among 
decaying  leaves,  in  thatched  roofs,  in  old  trees,  wherever  there  is  decay¬ 
ing  vegetable  matter.  It  is  a  small  dull  brown  or  black  beetle,  rarely 
seen  or  noticed,  but  probably  to  be  found  everywhere  if  searched  for. 
Ceropria  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  2)  includes  a  few  brightly  coloured  species 
with  tints  of  shiny  purple  or  blue. 

Collecting ,  etc. — It  is  probable  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  Tene- 
brionid  fauna  of  our  area  is  actually  recorded,  and  the  collector  will 
find  much  that  is  new.  These  beetles  can  be  easily  kept  in  captivity 
and  breeding  experiments  are  required  to  determine  life-histories,  etc., 
with  much  field  observation.  The  beetles  themselves  are  not  difficult 
to  find  under  bark,  amongst  fallen  leaves,  in  thatched  roofs,  among  cut 
timber  and  in  similar  situations.  The  Desert  fauna  of  North  India 
especially  requires  investigation  and  much  interesting  work  waits  to 
be  done  on  the  life -histories  and  habits  of  these  species. 

ClSTELIM  . 

Characters  as  in  the  previous  family  hut  the  tarsal  , 

claws  pectinate ,  not  simple. 

A  small  family  of  unimportant  beetles,  rarely  found.  They  have 
long  antennae  ;  the  elytra  do  not  fit  the  abdomen  very  closely  ;  the  males 
have  longer  antennae  and  larger  eyes  than  the  females.  In  a  few  the 
head  is  prolonged  into  a  distinct  short  blunt  rostrum.  The  known 
species  live  in  decaying  trees  or  under  bark,  as  do  their  larvae- 
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About  thirty  species  are  Indian,  including  Allecula  (Plate  XXI, 
fig.  12),  Cistela  and  Cistelomorpha. 

Lagriid  m. 

Anterior  coxce  projecting,  conical  and  contiguous.  Anterior  coxal  cavities 
closed  behind  ;  claivs  simple,  ventral  segments  five,  penultimate 
tarsal  joint  bilobed  and  pubescent. 

These  are  Tenebrionids  with  different  coxae  and  having  anterior 
coxal  cavities  closed  behind,  and  will  not,  by  the  close  coleopterous  stu¬ 
dent,  be  confused  with  other  Heteromera. 

About  forty  species  are  described  from 
India  alone  ;  Lagria  is  the  most  import¬ 
ant  genus,  widespread  and  with  several 
common  Indian  species ;  the  body  is 
hairy,  the  head  has  a  thick  neck,  the 
tarsus  has  the  penultimate  joint  expand¬ 
ed  and  pubescent  as  in  the  Chrysomelidce. 

Othniim:. 

This  family  is  represented  in  India 
by  a  small  species.  Othnius  delusus, 

Pasc.  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  11),  found  in  the 
hills  of  South  India. 

Monommim. 

Represented  in  India  by  a  single  species,.  Monomma  brunneum , 
Thoms,  (fig.  216),  found  under  the  bark  of  trees.  This  is  a  dark 


Fig.  217.— Monomma 

PRUNFFUM. 


Fig.  218.— Head  of  M. 

GIGANTEUM. 
(From  Thomson.) 
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brown  insect,  witli  clubbed,  antennae  fitting  into  grooves  of  the  lower 
side  of  the  prothorax.  The  group  is  monographed  by  Thomson  (Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1860). 

Pythid^e. 

Anterior  coxal  cavities  open  behind  (c.f.  Tenebrionidce). 

Prothorax  narrower  at  the  base  than  the 
elytra.  Eyes  entire. 

A  small  family  of  unimportant  insects  separated  on  minute 
characters  from  its  allies.  The  family  is  small  with  few  representa¬ 
tives.  None  are  common  in  the  plains,  and  Doliema  plana,  Fabr.  (Plate 
XXI,  fig.  8),  is  the  species  most  likely  to  be  found. 

Melandryid,®. 

A  family  distinct  from  all  allies  by  a  variety  of  characters  ;  the 
claws  are  not  pectinate  (Cistelidce) ,  the  anterior  coxal  cavities  are  open 
behind  (T enebrionids)  ;  they  are  not  hemispherical  (Nilionidce)  ;  the 
prothorax  is  as  broad  as  the  elytra  (Pythidce)  ;  there  is  no  neck  (Mor- 
dellides)  ;  and  finally  the  pronotum  does  not  extend  laterally  on  the 
prothorax  (rest  of  Heteromera). 

So  far  as  our  fauna  is  concerned*  they  are  of  no  importance  what¬ 
ever.  They  are  dull  coloured  insects  found  in  decaying  wood  in  tem¬ 
perate  regions.  Penthe  rufopubens,  Mors.,  has  been  described  as 
Indian. 


Pyrochroid^e. 

Antennce  flabellate  or  pectinate.  Prothorax  narrower  than  the 
elytra .  Head  with  a  neck.  Elytra  longer  than  the 
body.  Penultimate  tarsal  joint  broadened. 

Beetles  of  small  to  moderate  size,  found  with  their  larvae  under 
the  bark  of  trees.  Pyrochroa  is  the  common  genus,  with  the  antennae 
toothed  (or  nearly  pectinate  in  the  males),  the  body  finely  pubescent. 
Three  species  have  been  described,  P.  deplanata,  Pic.,  from  Malabar, 
P.  subcostulata,  Fairm.,  from  Cashmere,  and  P.  cardoni ,  Fairm.,  from 
the  Himalayas  (North  Bengal). 
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Anthicid^:. 

Head  with  a  neck.  Antennae  filiform.  Pro  thorax  narrower  at  the 
hose  than  the  elytra.  Claws  simple. 

This  family  includes  four  sub-families  recognised  by  many  authors 
as  families.  The  Pedilince  include  less  than  ten  species  of  Macrataria. 

Anthicince. — These  are  small  slender  beetles  with  a  distinct  resem¬ 
blance  to  ants  ,  common  in  grass,  and  sometimes  very  abundant. 
They  are  to  be  found  running  actively  on  grass  and  plants  just 
as  ants  do,  and  they  appear  to  be  predaceous  on  small  insects  and 
Aphides.  Nothing  is  known  of  their  life-history. 

Mons.  Maindron  obtained  19  species  during  his  tour  in  India  (Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1903,  p.  348).  Laferte  monographed  the  Anthicince 
in  1848,  listing  31  species  of  Anthicus.  Garden’s  collections  are  des¬ 
cribed  by  Fairmaire  and  Pic.  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  Beige,  1894).  Formi- 
comus  (19  species)  and  Anthicus  (62  species)  include  the  species  found 
in  the  plains  (Plate  XXI,  fig.  6). 

Hylophilince. — Small  beetles,  less  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch  long 
with  the  basal  two  abdominal  segments  united  and  four  segments 
beyond  free.  Basal  tarsal  segment  long,  penultimate  bilobed.  These 
small  beetles  are  but  little  known  and  their  life-histories  scarcely  at  all. 
They  are  stated  to  live  in  dead  wood.  None  have  been  reared  in  India 
and  only  a  few  collected. 

The  most  recent  monograph  (M.  Pic.  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1906, 
p.  190)  records  Hylobcenus  indicus,  Pic.,  and  eight  species  of 
Hylophilus  as  Indian. 

Scraptiince. — Scraptia  pulicaria,  Fairm.,  is  the  sole  recorded  species. 

(Edemerid^. 

Head  narrowed  behind ,  produced  in  front  into  a  short  rostrum.  Antennae 

usually  filiform,  eleven  or  twelve  jointed.  Prothorax  narrower  than 

the  elytra.  Penultimate  tarsal  joint  bilobed. 

These  are  somewhat  elongate  beetles,  of  thin  integument,  found 
on  flowers  or  decaying  wood,  some  diurnal,  some  nocturnal.  So  far 
as  known,  the  larvse  are  feeders  in  or  on  wood  or  decaying  timber  and 
are  occasionally  injurious.  The  beetles  resemble  Longicorns  on  the 
one  hand,  or  Malacodermids  on  the  other.  Five  species  are  described 
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by  Fairmaire  with  Asclera  indica,  from  Bengal,  and  Oncomera  (Dryops) 
indica  from  Kanara. 

Mordellid^e. 

Head  short ,  bent  down  over  the  legs,  with  a  narrow  neck,  antennae 
filiform,  dentate  or,  in  the  males,  pectinate. 

Small  thickset  short  beetles  with,  in  our  common  species,  a 
characteristic  facies.  They  fall  into  two  series,  partly  regarded  as 
distinct  families  ( Rhipiphorince  and  Mordellince).  Our  common  species 
belong  to  the  former  and,  so  far  as  known,  are  parasites  in  the  nests 
of  Aculeate  Hymenoptera.  Horne  figures  Emenadia  ferruginea,  F.  ( fla - 
bellata,  F.),  which  he  reared  from  the  nests  of  Eumenes  in  India.  This 
and  other  species  are  common  on  the  wing  in  the  plains  and  are  readily 
recognisable  :  the  elytra  are  pointed,  the  body  very  thickset,  vertical 
in  front,  the  colouring  black  and  yellow  brown  (Plate  XXI,  figs.  9, 
10).  This  genus  is  practically  world- wide.  Rhipiphorus  pectinicornis, 
Thunb.  (blattarum,  Saund.),  is  parasitic,  the  female  wingless  and  lar- 
viform,  living  on  cockroaches.  Of  the  two  geneia,  nine  are  recorded 
as  Indian.  Of  the  Mordellince,  none  appear  to  be  recorded  ;  we  have 
reared  one  species  from  larvae  found  boiing  in  the  stems  of  Dicliptera. 

Cantharid^e. — Blister  Beetles. 

The  head  is  joined  to  the  prothorax  by  a  distinct  neck.  The  elytra  are 
not  closely  applied  to  the  abdomen  ;  the  integument  is  weak. 

The  claws  have  appendages. 

These  beetles  are  easily  recognisable  from  the  above  characters 
and  have  a  distinct  facies.  They  are  rarely  over  one  inch  long,  usually 

about  half  an  inch,  moderately  robustly 
built.  The  colours  are  varied,  in  some 
cases  typically  warning,  in  others  blue, 
brown  or  dull  coloured.  The  antennae 
are  long  and  simple,  rarely  of  less  joints 
than  eleven  in  the  Mylabrince ;  the  head 
is  of  moderate  size,  the  compound  eyes 
large,  the  biting  mouth-parts  not  con¬ 
spicuous.  The  prothorax  is  narrower 
than  the  head  and  the  two  are  not  broadly  united  but  joined  by  a  neck 


Fig.  219.— Mylabris 

PUSTULATA. 
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The  elytra  neither  meet  accurately  in  the  median  line  nor  fit  closely  to 
the  side  of  the  abdomen  and  only  loosely  cover  the  upper  surface  of  the 
body.  The  wings  are  ample  and  used  in  flight ;  Melee  is  wingless  with 
abbreviated  elytra.  The  legs  are  long,  the  tarsi  long,  the  claws  with  a 
closely  fitting  appendage  below,  which  resembles  a  duplicate  claw. 
Males  are  similar  to  females  but  smaller  ;  size  is  often  very  variable  in 
both  sexes.  An  acrid  oil  is  excreted  from  openings  in  the  apices  of  the 
femora  in  Mylabris ,  Cantharis  and  Melee  /  this  oil  contains  an  active 
principle,  Cantharidin,  which  has  irritant  properties  rendering  it  com¬ 
mercially  valuable. 

Almost  nothing  is  known  of  the  life-history  of  Indian  species. 
Large  masses  of  small  yellow  eggs  are  deposited  on  grass  or  soil,  from 
which  hatch  small  active  larvae  of  the  usual  Coleopterous  form.  The 
further  history  of  these  larvae  has  not  been  traced.  The  student  should 
consult  the  account  of  the  life-history  of  the  known  species  of  Melee 
and  Epicauta,  details  of  which  are  given  in  Sharp’s  Insects.  These 
insects  are  parasitic  upon  the  larvae  of  Aculeate  Hymenoptera  or  upon 
the  egg  masses  of  Acridiidce. 

The  beetles  are  diurnal,  the  winged  species  flying  readily.  They 
are  herbivorous,  feeding  on  leaves  and  flowers  and,  when  abundant,  form 
a  conspicuous  part  of  the  diurnal  fauna.  Each  species  appears  yearly 
and  there  is  but  one  brood.  They  are  often  very  abundant  and  occa¬ 
sionally  appear  in  large  numbers  with  great  suddenness  and  in  an  appa¬ 
rently  mysterious  fashion.  Owing  to  their  herbivorous  habits  and 
frequent  abundance,  the  beetles  may  be  injurious  to  cultivated  plants. 
The  flower-eating  species  of  Epicauta  (Cantharis)  destroy  the  anthers 
and  pistils  of  cereals  and  thus  cause  serious  damage  to  the  crops.  The 
latter  form  of  damage  is  of  frequent  occurrence,  Andropogon  sorghum 
(juar,  great  millet)  being  specially  affected.  (Compare  the  habits  of 
Chiloloba ,  the  Cetoniid beetle.)  Cantharis  hirticornis ,  Haag.,  is  destructive 
to  Amaranthus  and  vegetables  in  Assam,  the  beetles  being  abundant 
in  May  and  devouring  the  leaves. 

The  family  is  a  large  one,  found  principally  in  the  tropics.  Over 
70  Indian  species  are  described  and  less  than  ten  are  common  in  the 
plains,  these  being  apparently  widely  spread  over  the  Indian  region. 
There  are  four  principal  genera,  Cantharis  (Epicauta),  Mylabris ,  Zonitis, 
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which  are  winged,  and  the  wingless  Melee.  There  is  considerable  con¬ 
fusion  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  recorded  species,  and  the  specific 
names  adopted  here  are  liable  to  revision  when  the  nomenclature  of 
the  family  is  revised. 

Meloince-  -Wingless.  Metasternum  very  short,  middle  coxae  covering 
the  hind  coxae.  Meloe  is  the  important  genus,  of  which  2  Indian 
species  are  recorded. 

Mylabrince. — Mylabris  is  winged  but  has  the  antennae  short,  curved 
and  thick.  Marseul  monographed  the  sub-family  in  1873  (Mem.  Soc., 
Liege  (2)  III,  pp.  363—662). 

The  common  form  is  Mylabris  pustulata,  Thunb.,  doubtfully  dis¬ 
tinct  from  M.  sidee.  M.  rouxi,  Cast.,  is  a  similar  but  smaller,  black 
and  yellow  species,  while  16  other  species  are  recoided. 

M.  pustulata ,  Thunb.,  is  a  conspicuous  beetle,  measuring  about 
one  inch  in  length,  coloured  black  with  large  orange  marks  on  the  wings 
and  prothorax.  The  wings  and  body  are  softer  than  in  many  beetles, 
the  typical  head  and  antennae  are  those  characteristic  of  the  Cantha- 
ridee,  and  the  yellow  fluid  exuding  from  the  joints  of  the  legs  further 
characterises  this  common  insect.  The  life-history  is  unknown,  and 
the  life-histories  of  those  Cantharidce  which  have  been  studied  are  so 
various  that  there  is  no  indication  as  to  what  the  life-history  of  this 
insect  is  likely  to  be.  The  fluid  exuded  from  the  joints  of  the  legs,  with 
its  blistering  properties  and  probably  unpleasant  flavour,  serves  as  a 
protection  from  birds  and  other  enemies  ;  the  colouration  is  that  known 
as  “warning,”  that  is,  it  serves  to  plainly  advertise  the  unpleasant 
nature  of  this  insect,  so  that  birds,  etc.,  may  not  eat  it.  In  its  habits 
this  insect  is,  as  would  be  expected,  conspicuous  ;  it  may  be  seen 
on  plants,  fully  exposed,  so  that  its  warning  livery  is  clearly  seen.  It  feeds 
upon  the  flowers  of  plants,  notably  Cucurbitacece  such  as  the  melon, 
pumpkin,  cucumber,  white  gourd,  etc.  It  is  common  in  the  plains 
and  occurs  throughout  India  where  vegetation  is  abundant.  There 
is  one  brood  in  the  year  and  these  beetles  appear  sometimes  in  great 
numbers  and  are  very  destructive. 
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Cantharince. — The  antennas  longer,  not  curved,  filiform.  Can- 
tharis  (Epicauta)  contains  a  number  of  common  species  of  which  little 

is  as  yet  known.  C.  violacea,  MakL,  is  a 
small  deep-blue  form  found  in  Western  India. 
C.  action,  Cast.,  is  the  very  common  large 
blue  species,  found  for  a  short  time  in  the 
rains.  C.  tenuicollis ,  Pall.  (?  C.  ruficollis, 
Pall.,  C.  ornata ,  Cast.),  is  a  green  form 
with  a  slender  reddish  prothorax,  which, 
with  the  dull  brown  C.  rouxi,  Cast.,  is 
destructive  to  cereals  by  devouring  the 
stigma  and  anthers,  no  grain  being  formed. 
When  the  flowering  of  rice,  millets  or  juar 
coincides  with  the  emergence  of  these 
beetles,  widespread  loss  may  occur.  C. 
hirticornis ,  Haag.,  is  a  black  species  with 
red  head  found  abundantly  in  Assam  in  May 
where  it  feeds  on  Amaranthu s  and  other  vegetables.  Illetica  testacea , 
Fabr.,  is  the  more  robust  and  densely  chitinised  red-brown  species 
found  in  the  rains.  This  has  robust  mandibles  ;  the  shiny  black  thorax 
and  lined  elytra  are  hard  and  strong,  giving  the  beetle  more  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  Cerambycid . 

Cissites  Dehyi. — Green  has  observed  that  the  eggs  of  this  species 
are  laid  in  the  galleries  of  Xylocopa  tenuiscapa ,  Westw.,  in  Ceylon  ; 
some  of  the  larvae,  he  imagines,  migrate  on  the  bees  to  other  colonies, 
(?  via  the  flowers  visited  by  the  bees)  and  those  that  remain  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  nest  (and  presumably  attack  the  bee-larvae)  pupate  in  side  tunnels 
which  they  make  off  the  main  bee-tunnel  (Ent.  Mo.  Mag.,  1902,  232). 

Collecting. 

Collecting  —  The  beetles  are  readily  captured  with  the  hand  and 
require  to  be  carefully  dried.  They  lay  eggs  freely  in  captivity,  the  eggs 
hatch  and,  in  captivity,  nothing  further  can  happen.  The  further  elucida¬ 
tion  of  the  life-history  requires  either  the  extremely  careful  observation 
of  the  larvae  when  batched  in  the  open  or  prolonged  investigation  into 
the  egg  masses  of  Acridiids  or  the  nests  of  Aculeate  Hymenoptera  in  the 
hope  of  finding  larvae.  Any  opportunity  of  doing  either  should  be 


Fig.  220. — C A N TH a  r i s 

TENUICOLLIS. 


TRlCTENOTOMIDjE. 


347 


seized,  as  no  progress  can  be  made  till  more  is  known  and  we  can  at 
present  only  estimate  their  directly  injurious  effect  as  adults. 


Trictenotomid.®. 

Antennce  long ,  serrate  inside  at  the  apex.  Tarsi  heteromerous . 

These  are  large  beetles,  practically  heteromerous  Longicornia  with 
slightly  serrate  antennae.  They  have  long  bodies,  the  dark  colours 


Fig.  221. — Trictenotoma  childreni,  x  1. 


(except  Autocrates  cenea,  Westw.,  which 
is  metallic  blue),  the  general  facies  of 
many  Cerambycid  beetles  and  are  found 
in  the  same  habitat.  These  insects 
are  characteristic  of  the  Indo-Malayan 
region,  particularly  of  forest  areas. 


Fig.  222.— Trictenotom  a 
CHILDRENI  LARVA. 
{After  Gahan). 


Autocrates  has  the  prothorax  spined,  the  scutellum  blunt.  Tric- 
tenotoma  has  the  prothorax  only  angulated,  scutellum  longer  and  sharper. 
Very  little  is  known  of  the  life-history  of  these  insects  ;  they  are  pro¬ 
bably  predaceous  in  the  adult  stage.  The  larva  of  T .  childreni  has  re¬ 
cently  been  described  and  figured  by  Gahan  from  Java  specimens 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1908.  p.  275)  ;  we  reproduce  one  figure  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  assist  in  the  recognition  of  larvae  of  this  family  in  South 
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India  where  they  must  occur.  The  structure  of  the  larvae  is  held  to 
support  the  view  that  this  family  is  more  nearly  related  to  the  Pythidce 
or  Pyrochroidce  than  to  any  other  Heteromera.  Besides  the  metallic 
blue  Autocrates  cenea ,  Westw.,  of  the  Himalayas,  Trictenotoma 
Gray i,  8m.,  occurs  in  South  India,  T.  childreni,  Gray,  in  the  Khasis, 
and  T.  mniszechi,  Deyr.,  in  the  Himalayas  (Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  France,  1875, 
p.  LIX).  Westwood  (Cab.  Or.  Entom.,  1847)  figures  T.  childreni,  Gray, 
T.  temfletonii,  Westw.,  and  T.  cenea,  Parry,  and  discusses  the  characters 
on  which  he  separates  these  as  a  distinct  family. 


PHYTOPHAGA. 

The  tendency  in  classification  at  present  is  to  a  complexity  of 
families,  especially  in  Coleoptera,  and  while  this  is  possibly  justified 
from  structural  characters,  it  is  certain  that  there  is  not  as  yet  sufficient 
material  available  to  define  so  many  families  ;  to  all  but  the  student  of 
systematic  entomology,  the  old  broad  families  embracing  insects 
allied  in  structure  and  habits  are  still  the  most  natural  and  the  simplest 
in  actual  working.  We  have  accordingly  adhered  to  the  three  fami¬ 
lies  composing  this  series,  the  plant-feeding  beetles  ;  the  Bruchids  are 
seed-eating,  the  Chrysomelids  live  on  green  plants,  the  Cerambycids 
in  the  woody  tissues  of  plants.  This  makes  but  three  families  and  to 
place  an  insect  in  one  of  these  three,  places  it  as  far  as  these  habits  go. 
Modern  classification  makes  two  or  more  of  Bruchids,  13  or  more  of 
Chrysomelids,  and  two  of  Cerambycids,  with  a  great  tendency  to  make 
more. 

The  series  is  distinguished  by  the  apparently  four- jointed  tarsi 
usually  with  at  least  one  joint  expanded  and  pubescent  beneath,  and 
the  absence  of  a  prolongation  of  the  head  as  a  rostrum.  It  is,  in  prac  ¬ 
tice  in  the  field,  a  peculiarly  homogeneous  series,  the  three  families 
sharply  distinct  in  all  our  common  species.  It  is  easy  to  put  a  Scelo- 
donta  down  as  a  weevil  however,  though  it  has  no  distinct  beak,  because 
it  resembles  the  leaf-eating  smaller  weevils  in  which  the  rostrum  is 
not  much  developed  and  actually  the  limits  of  these  two  series  do,  as 
they  should,  shade  into  each  other. 
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They  are  small,  rarely  exceeding  one-quarter  of  an  inch  in  length. 
Their  colours  are  sombre  and  inconspicuous,  the  body  clothed  with  hairs. 
The  head  is  small  with  a  blunt  rostrum,  with  short  antennae,  often 
pectinate  or  serrate.  The  prothorax  is  well  developed  and  accurately 
adapted  to  the  mesothorax.  The  elytra  are  truncate,  not  covering  the 
pygidium.  The  legs  are  short,  the  hind  femora  thickened.  The  abdomen 
is  peculiarly  thickset,  giving  the  beetles  a  characteristic  appearance. 

These  beetles  are  commonly  reared  from  the  seeds  of  leguminous 
plants.  The  beetle  lays  a  number  of  small  oval  eggs,  of  a  yellow  colour  ; 
they  are  apparently  laid  in  a  semidiquid  condition,  so  that  they  adhere 
to  the  seed  or  pod  and  then  harden,  (they  have  a  curious  resemblance 
to  Scale  insects  of  the  genus  Asterolecanium).  In  the  field 
they  are  laid  in  the  pod  and  in  the  case  of  Bruchus  obtectus,  Say,  they 
are  often  dropped  loosely  among  the  seeds  (Chittenden).  These  eggs 
hatch,  the  larva  eating  through  the  inner  wall  of  the  egg-shell  into  the 


Bruchid^e. — Pulse  Beetles. 

Small  thickset  beetles ,  the  hind  legs  thickened ,  the  prosternum  vertical , 
Tarsi  apparently  four -jointed,  pilose  below,  third  joint  bilobed. 
Antennae  eleven-jointed,  often  dentate  or  pectinate. 

These  small  beetles  have  a  characteristic  facies  which  distinguishes 
them  from  other  Phytophaga,  but  confuses  them  with  Anthribidce. 


Fig.  223. — Bruchus  chinensis";  egg  ox  pea,  x  2;  larva,  x  12 ;  imago,  x  10. 
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seed-coat  and  so  into  the  seed  itself  where  it  feeds  upon  the  tissues. 
The  larva  is  white,  curved  and  with  a  close  resemblance  to  larvae  of 
weevils.  Riley  showed  that,  in  the  first  instar,  the  larva  is  provided 
with  three  pairs  of  incomplete  but  functional  legs,  as  well  as  a  series 
of  thoracic  spines  and  a  pair  of  toothed  thoracic  plates  which  enable 
the  larva  to  bore  into  the  pod  or  seed  and  so  establish  itself.  When 
it  has  reached  the  seed,  it  moults  and  appears  without  the  legs  and 
the  thoracic  plates.  As  a  rule,  one  seed,  if  full  grown,  is  sufficient 
for  a  larva  (or  for  many),  but  in  the  case  of  growing  seeds  the  larva 
may  eat  so  fast  that  the  seed  cannot  develop  and  it  has  to  move  into 
a  fresh  one.  When  full  grown,  the  larva  cuts  a  disc  in  the  seed-coat 
almost  through  and  pupates  below.  When  the  beetle  is  ready  to 
emerge,  the  disc  readily  opens,  letting  out  the  perfect  insect.  In  Cary- 
oborus  gonagra  the  larva  comes  out  of  the  seed  and  pupates  outside 
in  an  excrementitious  cocoon.  The  beetles  are  found  in  the  field 
visiting  flowers  of  leguminous  plants  or  on  the  leaves  of  plants.  They 
appear  to  take  no  food,  as  do  the  household  species  also.  There  is  no 
information  available  on  the  question  of  the  hibernation,  etc.,  of  the 
free-living  species.  None  are  pests  to  crops  in  India  but  the  house¬ 
hold  species  are  destructive  to  stored  pulse.  Bruchid  larvae  are  the 
hosts  of  Chalcid  parasites,  which  lay  their  eggs  in  the  larvae  in  the 
seeds.  These  insects  are  sometimes  found  in  abundance  in  infested 
pulse. 

The  family  is  not  a  large  one  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cosmopolitan  household  species,  is  principally  found  in  the  tropics.  No 
list  of  Indian  species  exists  and  there  is  room  for  work  on  this  family. 
Including  cosmopolitan  insects,  37  species  are  known  from  India  and 
the  number  of  species  recorded  from  the  plains  is  a  very  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  those  there  are.  The  family  is  divided  into  two  tribes  :  Urodon- 
tides  with  clubbed  antennae  represented  by  Urodon  in  Ceylon ;  Bru- 
chides  with  dentate  or  pectinate  flattened  antennae.  The  following  six 
species  of  Bruchus  include  the  known  or  recorded  species  found  in 
stored  pulse  in  India 

(1)  B.  chinensis,  Linn.,  in  Bisum  sativum  (peas),  Dolichos  lab-lab 
(val),  Dolichos  biflorus  (moth),  Cicer  arietinum  (gram),  Cajanus  indicus 
(pigeon  pea),  Ervum  lens  (lentil),  Vigna  catjang  (cow  pea). 
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(2)  B.  affinis ,  Frolk,  in  imported  beans. 

(3)  B.  emarginatus ,  All.,  in  peas  ( Bisum  sativum). 

(4)  B.  quadrimaculatus,  Fabr.,  in  peas  ( Bisum  sativum )  and  in 

“  beans.” 

(5)  B.  p isorum,  Linn.,  in  peas  ( Bisum  sativum). 

(6)  B  analis ,  Fabr.,  from  cow  pea  (Vigna  catjang). 

Chittenden  (Yearbook,  Agric.  Dept.,  U.  S.  A.,  1898,  p.  240)  states 

that  B.  obtectus,  Say,  also  occurs  and  it  is  likely  to  be  found.  The  life- 
histories  of  B.  pisomm ,  B.  chinensis ,  B.  obtectus  and  B.  quadrimaculatus , 
are  fully  described  by  Chittenden  (loc.  cit.).  Short  accounts  occur  in 
most  general  works  on  entomology.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  of  these 
species  have  been  reared  in  India,  except  from  harvested  seed  ;  else¬ 
where  the  beetles  lay  eggs  in  the  pods  on  the  plant,  as  well  as  on  the 
stored  seeds,  but  we  have  seen  no  instance  where  Bruchids  attacked 
any  cultivated  pulse  in  the  field,  though  many  other  insects  are  known 
which  do  so.  We  may  presume  either  that  these  cosmopolitan  species 
originated  elsewhere  or,  if  native  to  India,  breed  in  wild  plants ;  a  very 
small  number  of  species  have  been  bred  from  wild  leguminous  pods  in 
India,  and  these  species  do  not  occur  among  them.  We  believe  all 
our  destructive  Bruchids  to  have  originated  elsewhere. 


Caryoborus  gonagra ,  F.,  is  a  larger  grey-brown  insect,  found  in 
tamarind  seeds  and  is  the  commonest  free-living  species  in  India.  The 

larva  when  full  grown  emerges  from  the 
seed  and  prepares  a  cocoon  of  very 
coarse  and  gummy  white  threads,  with¬ 
in  which  it  pupates ;  this  cocoon  is  oval 
and  attached  to  some  part  of  the  seed  or 
pod.  ^The  imago  feeds  on  the  leaves  of 
the  tamarind  tree.  The  life-history  was 
described  in  a  German  paper  by  Elditt  in  1860,  he  having  reared  it 
from  pods  of  Cassia  obtained  from  India  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  III,  p.  15). 

Ohrysomelidje.  Leaf-Eating  Beetles. 

Antennae  moderately  long ,  their  insertion  distinct  from 
the  eyes.  Upper  surface  bare. 

The  Chrysomelidce  are  readily  distinguished  as  they  are  Phytophaga 
without  long  antennae  as  in  the  Cerambycidce,  and  without  the 


Fig.  224. —Caryoborus 

GONAGRA,  X  4. 
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peculiar  form  and  hind  legs  of  the  Bruchidce.  They  are  also  neither  bred 
from  pulse  nor  in  trees  and  are  on  the  whole  a  distinct  and  easily  re  - 


t 


Fig.  226.— Aulacophora 

EXCAVATA,  X  8. 

cognised  family.  Individual  species  approximate  on  the  one  hand  to1' 
the  Bruchidce  and  on  the  other  to  Cerawbycidce ,  and  there  is  no  really 
sharp  line  of  distinction,  but  the  very  great  majority  are  clearly  recog¬ 
nisable.  These  beetles  comprise  a  very  large  and  varied  assemblage, 
including  a  greater  number  and  variety  of  forms  than  any  other  family 
of  Coleoptera.  All  are  herbivorous,  the  beetles  are  smooth,  not  being 
hairy  as  a  rule  or  at  least  without  the  pubescent  hairiness  of  Bruchids 
and  Cerambycids.  All  are  diurnal.  It  is  impossible  to  discuss  them 
as  a  whole  and  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  ;  they  are  divisible  into 
a  large  number  of  divisions,  some  of  which  are  extremely  characteristic 
and  without  going  deeply  into  the  dry  details  of  classification,  we  can 
readily  distinguish  the  more  important  of  these. 

There  are  first  the  Eapoda,  in  which  the  prothorax  is  much  narrower 
at  the  base  than  the  elytra.  The  Camptosomes  have  one  distinctive 
character,  the  lines  of  the  abdominal  segments  not  going  straight 
across  but  curving,  making  the  middle  of  each  segment  narrower  than 
the  sides,  and  leaving  a  large  space  in  the  middle  for  the  fifth. 

The  Cyclica  have  not  the  above  characters,  but  the  prothorax  is 
often  a  little  narrower  than  the  elytra  and  usually  has  the  edges  distinct, 
not  rounded  off. 


Fig.  225.— Aulacophora 

EXCAVATA,  X  .8. 


PLATE  XXII.—  Galerucella  Rugosa. 


1.  Eggs  on  leaf,  x  3. 

2.  Larva  on  leaf,  x  3. 

3.  ,,  48  hours  after  hatching,  x  20. 

4.  ,,  full  grown,  x  6. 

5.  Pupa,  x  8. 

6.  Female,  x  8. 

7.  Male,  x  8. 
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Finally  the  Cryptostomes  are  very  characteristic,  the  head  being 
bent  down  so  that  the  mouth  is  below,  the  antennae  inserted  close  to¬ 
gether  at  the  front  of  the  head.  They  include  the  very  distinct  Cassi- 
dince  in  which  the  head  is  hidden,  and  the  Hispince,  which  have  a 
characteristic  outline  and  are  often  spiny.  Actually  if  a  Chrysomelid 
has  not  the  narrow  prothorax,  nor  the  curved  ventral  abdominal 
sutures,  nor  the  deflexed  head  and  the  contiguous  antennae,  it  must  be 
one  of  the  Cyclica ,  the  largest  division  of  this  large  family. 

Prothorax  narrowed,  rounded.  iSagrince. 

Head  constricted  behind  eyes,  -  Donaciince. 

produced  anteriorly.  ED-  [ Criocerince . 

POD  A. 


Ventral  abdominal  sutures 
curved .  CAMPTOSOMES. 


Prothorax  a  little  narrowed  but 
laterally  acute.  CYCLICA. 


(Megascelinae). 

Megalopince. 

Clytrince. 

Cryptocephalince. 

Chlamynce. 

(Sphaerocarinae). 

'(Lamprosominae). 

Antennae 

separate. 

t  Antennae  approxi¬ 
mate,  elytra  soft. 
Galerucince. 
(Trichostomes). 


'Feet  bilobed. 

Eumolpince. 
Feet  simple. 

Chrysomelince. 
Posterior  coxae 
grooved. 
Halticini. 
Posterior  coxae 
not  grooved. 
Galerucini. 


[Head  exposed. 

Antennae  approximate  Head  |  Hispince. 
deflexed.  CRYPTOSTOMES.  Head  concealed. 

[  Cassidince. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  larval  habits  as  far  as  they  are 
known  : — 


Sagrince. — Hoots  of  trees. 

Donaciince  -—In  aquatic  plants. 

Criocerince. — -On  aquatic  plants  above  water,  or  on  land 
plants  with  excrement  over, 

Camptosomes . — In  cases,  on  plants  or  in  ants’  nests. 
Eumolpince — In  roots  or  in  soil. 
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Chrysomelince. — Free,  leaf-feeding. 

Halticini. — Mining  in  leaf  or  plant,  or  tree. 

Galerucini. — Free,  exposed,  or  in  underground  parts  of  plants. 

Hispince. — Mining. 

Cassidince. — Exposed,  carrying  excrement  or  having  anal  process. 

A  great  number  of  species  have  been  described  both  in  the  older 
publications  of  Hope,  Oliver,  Illiger,  Baly  (Chennell’s  Assam  Collec¬ 
tion,  etc.),  and  more  recently  by  Jacoby,  whose  descriptions  of  the 
Cardon  and  Andrewes’  collections  add  mairc  new  species  (  Ann.  Soc.  Ent., 
Beige,  1895,  p.  252  ;  1897,  p.  420  ;  1898,  p.  185  ;  1903,  p.  80  ;  1904, 
p.  380).  The  late  Mr.  Jacoby’s  volume  of  the  Fauna  of  India  deals 
with  the  family  as  far  as  Eumolpince. 

Eupoda. — The  Sagrincb  are  the  first  sub-family,  with  five  species 
of  Sagra  in  India.  These  are  characteristic  insects ,  of  large  size  and 
brilliant  colouring,  of  which  the  life-histor}^  is  almost  wholly  unknown. 
The  oval  brown  cocoons  of  S.  boisduvallii  were  found  at  Buitenzorg 
in  the  hollow  root  of  a  tree  (Rhizophora)  in  1862,  (Nederl.  Tijdschrift 
V,  p.  97),  and  it  is  known  that  in  Java,  Sagra  Buqueti  lays  eggs  on  the 
bark  of  a  tree,  the  larvae  living  in  the  tree  and  causing  gall-like  hypertrophy 
of  the  wood.  The  beetles  are  found  upon  plants,  Sagra  femorata,  Dy.,  a 
metallic  green  insect,  being  the  common  species  in  India,  found  in  forests. 

Donaciince  are  a  small  group,  of  which  four  species  are  Indian. 
The  larvae  of  Donacia  live  in  aquatic  plants,  the  beetles  in  water  or 
in  the  air.  None  appear  to  have  been 
reared  in  India.  Donacia  cer aria,  By., 
is  found  in  the  plains,  though  not 
commonly.  Hcemonia ,  though  not 
recorded  as  Indian,  is  also  known  from 
the  plains. 

Criocerince. — A  larger  group  with  105 
Indian  species  of  which  80  are  inclu¬ 
ded  in  Lema  and  19  in  Crioceris. 

The  Ceylon  forms  are  distinct  and 
are  treated  by  Jacoby  as  Malayo- 

Australian,  only  one  occurring  appar-  Fig.  227.— Donacia  recticollis. 
ently  also  in  South  India. 
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The  life-history  of  none  of  these  is  definitely  recorded  Crioceris 
impress  a ,  F . .  was  reared  by  de  Niceville  on  kham-alu  ( Dioscorca  (data) 


Fig.  228.— -Lem a  signati- 

PENNIS. 


Fig.  229. -Crioceris  fasciati 

PENNIS. 


(Indian  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  134).  In  general  the  larvae  are  either  semi- 
aquatic,  living  on  the  leaves  of  aquatic  plants  in  cases  made  of  their 
own  excrement,  or  live  on  plants  on  land  in  the  same  way.  These 
larvae  have  the  anus  on  the  upper  surface  so  that  as  their  excrement 
U  voided,  it  covers  the  body  and  makes  a  protective  covering.  They 
are  extremely  characteristic  in  appearance  and  are  likely  to  be  found 
on  aquatic  plants.  The  beetles  are  common  in  grass  and  on  plants ; 
they  are  usually  brightly  coloured  and  warning ;  several  species  are 
common,  Lema  coromandeliana ,  F.,  and  Crioceris  impressa ,  F.,  being 
widely  spread  in  the  plains. 

Camptosomes. — A  large  division  divided  into  several  sub-families, 
some  of  which  are  not  represented  in  India.  The  Clytrince ,  Chlamynce 
and  Cryptocephalince ,  are  the  most  common,  with  many  species  of  small 
cylindrical  beetles,  coloured  often  in  orange  or  yellow  and  black.  The 
larvae  of  Cryptocephalus  are  of  peculiar  form  and  live  in  small  cases 
formed  of  their  excrement  ;  they  are  white  larvae,  with  the  abdomen 
tapering  and  doubled  back  under  the  body  so  that  the  apex  reaches 
the  thoracic  legs  ;  the  case  made  is  a  small  oval  one,  in  which  the  larva 
lives  with  the  head  and  thorax  at  the  opening,  the  anus  in  such  a  posi¬ 
tion  that  the  excreta  can  be  ejected.  (In  a  Himalayan  species  living 
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on  Artemisia,  tlie  cases  very  closely  resemble  the  excreta  of  the  larger 
grasshoppers  and  this  is  possibly  a  protective  device.)  The  cases  of 
C.  corrosicollis ,  Jac.,  are  common  on  long  grass  and  those  of  C.  Pusaensis , 
Jac.,  on  “  Jhau”  ( Tamarix  gallica),  and  the  little  larvae  can  be  readily 
reared.  Donnisthorpe  has  described  the  life-  history  of  the  European 
Clythra  quadri-punctata,  L.,  in  Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London.,  1902,  p.  11. 
We  reproduce  his  summary  : — 


“  To  recapitulate  the 
foregoing  facts  :  The  life- 
history  of  Clythra  quadri- 
punctata  is  briefly  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — When  the  beetle 
has  emerged  from  the 
pupa  in  the  nest,  it 
escapes  with  caution 
‘  feigning  death,’  and 
holding  on  to  twigs,  when 
attacked  by  the  ants.  It 
then  seeks  its  mate, 
and  copulation  takes 
place.  The  beetles  are 
generally  to  be  found  on 
birch  shrubs,  the  young 
shoots  and  leaves  of 
which  they  eat,  biting  the 
top  shoots  right  through. 

The  female  then  seeks 
a  tree  or  shrub  above 
or  close  to  a  nest  of 
Formica  rufa,  and  drops 
the  eggs  on  to  the  ground 
beneath.  The  eggs  are  co¬ 
vered  by  a  case, or  capsule, 

which  is  placed  around  it  by  the  female,  and  consists  of  her  own  excre¬ 
ment.  This  covering  is  placed  in  position  with  the  posterior  tarsi,  the 
egg  being  held  in  the  depression  of  the  abdomen.  The  covered  egg 
looks  exactly  like  a  small  bract,  and  is  exceedingly  like  the  end  of  a 


Fig-.  230.— Cryptocepu alus  pusaensis.  Larva, 

IN  AND  OUT  OF  CASE,  DIAGRAM  OF  CASE,  IMAGO. 
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birch  catkin.  The  ants  pick  up  the  covered  egg  and  carry  it  into  the 
nest.  The  young  larva,  which  hatches  in  about  twenty-one  days,  uses 
the  egg-case  as  a  nucleus  on  which  to  build  the  larval  case  ;  thus  very 
young  larval  cases  have  the  egg-case  still  attached  to  their  posterior 
end.  The  egg-case  has  a  threefold  raison  d'etre — to  protect  the  egg 
and  newly  hatched  larva,  to  make  the  ants  believe  it  is  a  bit  of  useful 
vegetable  refuse,  and  to  give  the  larva  a  foundation  on  which  to 
start  the  larval  case.  When  the  larva  case  grows  larger,  the  egg-case 
breaks  off  and  the  larva  fills  up  the  hole  thus  formed  with  the  same 
material  as  that  with  which  it  builds  the  rest  of  the  case.  This 
material  consists  of  its  own  excrement  mixed  with  earth,  which  it  pre¬ 
pares  with  its  mandibles.  To  enlarge  the  case  the  larva  removes  particles 
from  the  inside,  and  plasters  them  on  to  the  outside.  The  larva  feeds  on 
vegetable  refuse  in  the  nest.  When  changing  its  skin  it  fastens  the  case 
to  some  object  in  the  nest.  When  full-grown  it  fastens  the  case  to  a 
piece  of  wood  or  twig,  and  turning  completely  round,  changes  to  a 
pupa,  facing  the  broader  end  of  the  case.  When  hatched  the  beetle 
gets  out  of  the  case  at  this  broader  end,  by  biting  a  circle  round  inside 
it,  thus  forming  a  cap,  which  it  forces  off. 5  5 

The  student  should  refer  to  this  account  and  read  the  bibliographi¬ 
cal  remarks  especially.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  our  species  have 
this  habit,  but  it  is  worth  bearing  in  mind  when  searching  ants  ’  nests 
for  insects. 

The  Megalopince  include  Temnaspis  (4),  and  Colobaspis  (4),  rare 
insects  found  in  the  hills.  The  Clytrince  are  listed  by  Jacoby  and 


Pig.  231.— A.  Diapromorpha  pinguis,  B.  Aspidolopha  thoracica, 
C.  Gynandrophthalma  subdivisa. 

[A f lev  Jacoby.) 
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Clavareau  in  Genera  Insectorum ,  with  90  species  from  the  Indian 
region  of  which  less  than  fifteen  are  found  in  India  proper.  Jacoby 
describes  125  species  in  the  Fauna  of  India.  Titubwa  bimaculata,  Jac., 
Clytra  succincta,  Lac.,  Clytra  confer  mis ,  Lac.,  Coptocephala  nair,  Lac., 
and  Diapromorpha  turcica ,  Fabr.,  appear  to  be  common  species  of  the 
Clytrides,  and  Cryptocephalus  senarius ,  Suff.,  Cryptocephalus  sehestedti, 
Fabr.,  Cryptocephalus  corrosicollis,  Jac.,  among  Cryptocephalides .  Of 
the  latter  genus  nearly  fifty  Indian  species  were  recorded  forty  years 
ago  and  a  larger  number  have  been  since  described.  Exema ,  Chlamys 
and  Hymetes  represent  the  Chlamynce,  which  are  almost  wholly 
American. 


Cyclica. — The  largest  division  with  the  greatest  number  of  species. 
There  are  three  main  sub-divisions  of  which  two,  Eumolpince  and  Chry- 
somelince ,  have  the  base  of  the  antennae  separated  widely,  whilst  the 
third,  Galerucince,  has  the  bases  of  the  antennae  drawn  together  though 
not  touching.  The  latter  are  separated  by  Jacoby  under  the  term 
Trichostomes .  In  all,  the  beetles  are  of  small  to  moderate  size,  usually 
brightly  coloured.  They 
constitute  the  immense 
majority  of  the  family, 
the  typical  leaf-eating 
beetles.  Colours  are 
usually  warning,  bright 
blue,  bright  red,  a  great 
variety  of  tints. 


Eumolpince. — Practic¬ 
ally  nothing  is  on  record 
as  to  the  life-bistories 
of  our  forms,  but  the 
larvae  probably  are 
miners  in  roots  or  live  in 
the  soil  feeding  on  roots. 
Jacoby  records  414  spe¬ 
cies  from  the  Indian  re¬ 
gion.  Scelodonta  includes 
small  dull  coloured  beetles 


Fig.  232. -Scelodonta  strigicollis. 
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found  abundantly  on  grass  and  on  plants.  S.  strigicollis,  Mots. ,  is  common 
on  grape  vines  and  where  this  plant  is  cultivated,  is  a  serious  pest.  The 
late  Mr.  Jacoby  wrote  in  the  Fauna  that  this  species  could  no  longer 
be  recognised,  but  he  labelled  a  series  of  specimens  from  the  Pusa  col¬ 
lection  with  this  name  and  omitted  to  record  the  localities  in  the 
volume.  (It  will  probably  be  found  to  have  a  similar  life-history  to 
its  ally  the  American  grape  vine  rootworm,  Fidia  viticida,  whose  life- 
history  has  been  described.)  S.  vittata  is  a  larger  form,  found  on  Pan¬ 
chan  juria  (Vitis  trifolia),  which  shams  death  extremely  effectively  and 
falls  to  the  ground  on  its  back,  the  brown  lower  surface  and  white 
patches  making  it  very  difficult  to  distinguish. 


Colasposoma  is  a  large  genus  of  moderate-sized  metallic-coloured 
beetles,  C.  metallicus,  Clk.  and  C.  ornatum ,  Jac.,  being  common  in 


Fig.  233.— Larva  of  corynodes 

PEREGRIN  US,  X  6. 


the  plains,  Corynodes  peregrinum , 
Fuesl.,  is  a  deep  blue  beetle,  very 
abundant  feeding  on  Ak  and  other 
wild  plants  and  found  throughout 
the  plains,  Nodostoma,  Nodina , 
Heteraspis ,  Pseudocolaspis,  Colaspis 
and  Colaspoides ,  are  the  other  com¬ 
mon  genera. 


Pachnephorus  bretinghami ,  Jac.,  and  P.  impressus,  Ros.,  take  the 
place  in  India  that  Myochrous  takes  in  America,  as  being  destructive 
to  the  young  shoots  of  cane  and  cereals  ;  they  are  small  dust-coloured 
beetles,  with  the  appearance  of  weevils,  found  in  numbers  in  the 
expanding  leaves  of  the  young  cane  shoots  which  they  destroy  ;  hidden 
in  the  heart  of  the  shoot,  they  are  difficult  to  find  and  usually  escape 
observation,  the  destruction  of  the  young  shoot  being  assigned  to  some 
other  cause. 


Chrysomelince. — Though  these  beetles  occur  in  all  parts  of  India, 
very  little  appears  to  be  known  beyond  the  mere  description  of  such 
species  as  have  reached  European  collections  and  been  described.  Nor 
is  there  any  complete  list  at  present  available  and  the  recorded  Indian 
species  are  buried  in  a  voluminous  and  scattered  literature.  It  is  the 
least  represented  division  with  less  than  70  recorded  species.  We  are 
not  aware  of  any  species  being  of  economic  importance  to  agriculture 
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ill  India  and  the  larvse  apparently  feed  wholly  upon  trees,  uncultivated 
shrubs  and  herbs.  The  group  is  characteristic  of  the  temperate  regions 
and  only  a  few  come  into  our  limits,  the  majority  being  Himalayan. 
A  large  number  of  larvae  of  exotic  species  have  been  described  and  these 
are  known  to  feed  openly  upon  the  leaves  of  plants  as  do  the  Galerucini. 
Phcedon  hrasicce ,  Baly.,  is  a  steel-blue  beetle  found  feeding  upon 
mustard  in  Golagllat  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Yol.  Ill,  p.  44).  Plagiodera 
is  represented  by  several  species  and  Lina  is  represented  by  the  Euro¬ 
pean  L.  populi,  Linn.,  which  occurs  in  the  Himalayas.  Chrysomela 
includes  a  variety  of  moderate-sized  beetles,  some  of  bright  colours, 
the  commonest  plains  species  of  a  dull  black  colour  ;  two  are  abundant, 
the  spotted  Chrysomela ,  C.  guttata ,  Geb.,  and  the  unspotted  species  C. 
Pasccei,  Jac.  Paropsides  hieroglyphicus,  Gebk,  breeds  freely  on  pear 
trees  in  the  hills  and  is  a  pest  in  Shillong. 

Galerucince.  Halticini. — A  large 
group  with  over  150  described 
Indian  species  and  many  more  to 
be  recorded.  Podontia  is  common 
in  the  hills  and  moister  plain  areas, 

P.  affinis ,  Grond.,  and  P.  14 -punc¬ 
tata,  Linn.,  being  the  familiar  spe¬ 
cies.  The  latter  is  recorded  as 
breeding  in  Calcutta  on  Spondias 
mangiferce  ;  the  larva  is  covered  in 
excrement  and  pupates  in  a  rough 
cell  of  earth  in  the  soil,  the  imago 
appearing  yearly  in  August  (Indian 
Mus.  Notes.  Yol.  IY,  p.  68).  Clitea 
picta ,  Baly.,  is  a  small  oval  brown 
and  black  species  found  feeding,  as 
an  imago,  on  the  leaves  of  Bael 
(Aegle  marmelos).  The  beetles  jump 
freely  as  do  most  of  this  group. 

The  larva  is  found  boring  in  the 
shoots  of  this  plant,  the  slender 
twigs  being  tunnelled  down  the  cen¬ 
tre  but  little  harm  being  done.  The 


Fig-.  23 4.—  Podontia  14-functata. 
(I.  M.  N.) 
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PLATE  XXIII. — Phidodonta  Modesta. 
Sugar-cane  Hispa. 


Eggs 


Jb:}a  day  after  laying. 

I  C.  Before  hatching, 
Newly  hatched  larva,  x  3. 

Larva  in  mine  in  cane  leaf. 
Full-grown  larva,  x  3. 


5.  Pupa 


I  rnago 


fA- 

Ventral  aspect,  x  3. 

p 

Dorsal  aspect,  x  3. 

[c. 

J ust  before  emergence,  x  3. 

rA. 

J ust  after  emergence,  x  3. 

B. 

15  minutes  after  emergence. 

x  3. 

C. 

30  »  jj  n 

x  3. 

D. 

60  „  „  ‘  „ 

x  3. 

7.  Imago,  to  show  disposition  of  spines. 


SUGAR-CANE  HISPA. 
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larva  is  soft,  whitish,  with  few  very  short  hairs,  the  head  brown, 
the  tiny  round  spiracles  on  the  dorso-lateral  line.  Behind  the  head 
is  a  distinct  pro  thoracic  shield,  and  over  the  anus  is  a  flat  black 
plate  with  short  hairs  round  ;  this  plate  is  at  an  angle  to  the  long  axis 
of  the  body,  facing  dorsally  and  posteriorly  and  may  be  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  enabling  the  larva  to  exert  pressure  by  placing  this  against  the 
wall  of  the  tunnel.  Chcetocnema  basalts ,  Baly.,  is  the  flea  beetle  of 
rice,  a  small  active  beetle  that  leaps  readily.  This  and  other  genera 
include  the  common  flea  beetles  known  as  destructive  to  crops  in  all 
countries.  Several  species  are  found  in  Indian  crops  attacking  wheat, 
sann  hemp,  mustard  and  brinjal.  The  larvse  of  these  small  beetles  are 
miners  in  the  tissues  of  the  plant.  Luperomorpha  weisi  is  recorded  as 
attacking  mango  trees  in  Purulia  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  Y,  p.  125). 
Haltica  cyanea,  Web.,  is  a  common  steel-blue  beetle  of  moderate 

size.  It  breeds  freely  in  the  rains 
and  until  December,  the  black  larvae 
feeding  on  a  very  common  weed, 
Ammannia  rotundifolia  ( Lyihracece ) 
which  comes  up  abundantly  after 
the  rains.  This  species  is  curiously 
plentiful  in  some  years,  but  is  very 
localised  and  swarms  have  been 
observed  clustered  in  a  patch  in  a  single  field  ;  they  are  gregarious  when 
abundant,  a  patch  of  ground  sometimes  black  with  them.  The  winter 
is  spent  normally  in  pupation  in  the  soil,  the  beetles  emerging  in  March 
and  waiting  till  focd  can  be  obtained.  This  is  one  of  the  perfectly 
harmless  insects  so  often  reported  as  injurious,  owing  to  its  presence 
in  large  numbers  in  crops.  Its  ally,  H.  ccerulea,  is  the  prey  of  the  bug 
Zicrona  ccerulea  as  is  probably  also  this  species  (see  Pentatomidee 
below). 

Galerucini. — Over  250  species  are  recorded  and  this  number  will 
probably  be  doubled  when  the  Fauna  volume  comes  to  be  prepared. 

Oides  occurs  plentifully  in  forest  localities  and  occasionally  in  the 
plains  in  the  form  of  0.  bipunctata,  F.,  an  oval  orange  beetle  with  a 
black  blotch  of  varied  size  on  each  elytron.  The  larva  is  yellow  and 
feeds  on  the  leaves  of  the  common  wild  creeper  Vitis  trifolia  ;  when 
full-grown  it  pupates  on  the  leaf  under  a  few  coarse  threads. 


Fig.  235.— Haltica  cyanea 
lakva,  x  4. 
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Aulacophora  is  the  commonest  beetle  genus  in  the  plains  with  three 
common  species.  A.  foveicollis ,  Kust.  (=  abdominalis,  G.  et  H.),  is 


Fig.  237.— Mimastra 
CYAXEA. 


Fig.  236.— Aulacophora 
foveicollis.  [I.  M.  N.J 

deep  orange  above,  while  A.  excavata,  Baly.,  has  the  elytra  deep  blue, 
A.  atripenms ,  Fabr.,  the  elytra  black,  and  A.  downesi ,  By.,  the  elytra 
black  with  a  yellow  basal  patch.  The  last  is  rarer  than  the  first  three. 
There  are  a  number  of  species  of  this  genus  and  the  whole  classification  of 
these  beetles  is  in  confusion.  Though  A.  foveicollis ,  Kust.,  is  extremely 
common,  nothing  is  known  of  its  life -history  and  all  attempts  to  solve 
the  problem  hitherto  have  failed.  It  is  a  destructive  insect  to  young 
cucurbitaceous  plants,  eating  the  leaves.  (The  larva  of  its  ally  Diabro- 
tica  in  America,  mines  in  the  stem  a  little  below  ground,  while  the 
beetle  behaves  as  our  species  does.)  Hoplasoma  also  includes  several 
common  species  whose  life-histories  appear  to  be  unknown.  Mimastra 
cyanea ,  Ho.,  is  principally  a  defoliator  of  forest  trees  and  occasionally 
occurs  in  numbers.  The  beetle  emits  an  acrid  yellow  fluid  from  the 
head.  Several  other  species  are  common  in  jungle  but  not  in  cultivated 
areas.  We  figure  all  stages  of  Galerucella  rugosa ,  Jac.  (Plate  XXII), 
whose  larva  feeds  on  Polygonum  ;  this  genus  and  Haplosonyx  are  abun¬ 
dantly  represented  even  in  the  plains.  Another  Galerucella  is  des¬ 
tructive  (in  its  larval  and  imaginal  stages)  to  the  Waternut  or  Singhara 
crop  ( Trapa  bispinosa),  destroying  the  leaves  of  this  valuable  plant. 
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Hispince. — Cryptostome  beetles,  in  which  the  antennae  are  set 
closely  together  on  the  front  of  the  head,  but  without  the  produced 


Fig.  238.— Gonofhora 

BENGALEE  SIS. 


Fig.  239.— Hispa  jenescens,  x  7. 


prothorax  covering  the  head,  which  characterises  the  next  sub-family. 

These  beetles  have  a  characteristic  facies  of  their  own,  being 
usually  flattened,  the  sides  of  the  elytra  parallel,  the  prothorax  narrow, 
the  integument  either  much  pitted  in  lines  or  with  regularly  arranged 
spines.  The  antennae  project  in  front  of  the  small  head  ;  the  legs  are 
short,  the  elytra  often  have  truncate  ends.  The  colouring  is  varied, 
browns,  metallic  blacks  and  occasionally  brighter  metallic  tints  predo¬ 
minating.  Some  species  are  evidently  cryptically  formed  and  coloured, 
escaping  notice  when  resting  motionless  on  a  young  leaf  tightly  pressed 
to  the  surface. 


The  life-history  of  several  species  in  India  has  been  worked  out 
(Plate  XXIII).  The  essential  features  are  that  the  egg  is  laid 
in  the  tissues  of  a  leaf  or  plant,  the  resulting  grub  mining  in  the  tissues, 
and  producing  a  ‘  ‘  blotch  ’  ’  mine.  Moults  take  place  inside  the  mine 
and  the  larva  is  much  flattened,  though  in  some  cases  provided  with 
legs.  Pupation  takes  place  in  the  leaf.  The  beetles  are  similar  in 
appearance  in  both  sexes.  So  far  as  known,  all  Hisfince  have  such  a  life- 
history  and  the  larva  lives  concealed  in  the  tissues  of  plants.  Hiber¬ 
nation  and  other  periods  of  rest  take  place  in  the  imago  state. 
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One  species,  His  fa  cenescens ,  By.,  is  a  serious  major  pest,  and 

another  Leptispa  pygmcea ,  By.,  occasionally  rivals  it.  Others  are  minor 

pests  or  live  in  uncultivated  plants. 

Hymenopterous  parasites  are  the 

only  known  check  on  the  increase 

of  these  insects.  H.  Donckier  de 

DonceePs  Catalogue  (Ann.  Soc. 

Ent.  France,  1889,  LX VIII,  p.  540), 

enumerates  111  Indian  species, 

chiefly  of  the  following  genera  : — 

Callispa  14,  Anisodera  12,  Gonophora 

9,  Downesia  10,  Platypria  7,  Hispa  42. 

A  few,  including  plains  species, 

have  been  described  since.  Gestroi’s 

papers  (Ann.  Mus.  Civ.  Genova), 

Baly’s  catalogue  of  Hispidce ,  and 

Weise’s  recent  papers  (Deutsche 

Entomologische  Zeitschrift)  describe  Fig.  240.— Leptispa  pygm^a. 

t  -  (I-  M.  N.) 

the  majority  ol  our  species. 

Leptispa  pygmcea,  Baly.,  is  a  narrow  steel-blue  species  destructive  to 
rice  in  Malabar  and  occasionally  found  elsewhere  in  the  plains.  Its  life- 
history  is  unknown.  Amblispa  laevigata ,  Guer.,  is  a  spineless  black  insect 
found  on  the  leaves  of  the  high  grass  in  Canara  and  the  Himalayas. 
Gonophora  bengalensis,  We.,  is  a  pretty  yellow-brown  species  with 
black  spots  found  abundantly  during  the  rains  in  submontane  local¬ 
ities. 

Platypria  includes  P.  Andrewesi,  We.,  described  from  specimens 
reared  from  ber  (Zizyphus  jujuba)  and  common  in  widely  spread  local¬ 
ities  in  the  plains.  The  larva  does  not  remain  in  one  mine  but  moves 
about,  eating  into  the  leaf,  eating  out  a  kind  of  pocket  and  then  emerg¬ 
ing  to  commence  a  fresh  pocket.  The  larva  (fig.  241)  is  flat,  the  head 
large  and  hard,  with  short  antennae  and  a  lateral  cluster  of  ocelli;  the 
prothorax  bears  a  dorsal  and  a  ventral  shield  ;  the  segments  are  pro¬ 
duced  laterally  and  bear  a  terminal  backwardly-curved  process  ;  the 
spiracles  are  on  the  dorsum  ;  the  legs  are  well  developed  and  the  larva 
runs  actively ;  the  abdomen  terminates  in  a  flat  chitinous  plate  with 
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a  lateral  process,  the  anus  being  ventral.  It  pupates  in  a  special  pocket 
in  the  leaf.  The  pupa  is  similar,  but  the  fourth  abdominal  segment  is 


Fig.  241.— Platypria  andrewesi.  Larva  on  ber  leaf; 

OLD  AND  PUPAL  MINES,  X  3. 


drawn  out  laterally  into  a  strong  backwardly-directed  process  on  the 

P.  echidna ,  Guer. ,  is  a  common 
form  in  the  Western  Ghauts  and 
Nilgiris.  Hispa  (Phidodonta)  modesta, 
We.,  has  been  bred  in  sugarcane; 
its  life  has  been  fully  described 
(Mem.  Agri.  Dept.  Ent.),  as  has  also 
that  of  Hispa  cenescens ,  By.  This 
last  is  a  very  important  pest  in  rice¬ 
growing  tracts  and  may  be  distingui¬ 
shed  by  the  form  and  position  of  the 
pro  thoracic  spines,  the  small  tooth 
at  the  lower  edge  of  the  basal  an¬ 
tennal  joints,  the  absence  of  spines 
on  the  antennse  above  and  the  me¬ 
tallic  black-green  colour.  The  dis¬ 
crimination  of  Hispids  is  not  difficult  if  attention  be  paid  to  such  points, 
but  the  student  may  be  cautioned  against  hasty  identification  without 
very  careful  examination. 


dorsum. 


Fig.  242.— Platypria  andrewesi. 
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Cassidince . — Tortoise  Beetles.  The  characteristic  of  these  beetles  is 
the  flattening  of  the  body  and  the  extension  of  the  pronotum  over  the 
head.  The  form  is  oval  or  rounded; 
the  outline  of  the  extended  pro¬ 
thorax  continuous  with  that  of 
the  elytra  and  giving  the  insect  the 
appearance  of  a  tortoise.  The  co¬ 
louring  is  either  dull  green  or  dry 
grass  colour,  or  is  peculiarly  brilli¬ 
ant,  the  living  insect  having  a  glit¬ 
tering  golden  hue  with  a  ground  tint 
of  red,  pink  or  green.  In  appear¬ 
ance  these  are  perhaps  the  most 
striking  of  all  insects,  living  jewels 
of  the  most  delicate  beauty.  The 
object  of  this  colouring  is  not  clear, 
though  the  dull  green  ones  are  evidently  cryptic,  in  conjunction  with 
their  form  and  immobile  attitude  on  the  plant. 


A  B 

Fig.  243. -  A SPJ DOMOBPH A  M1LIAR1S, 
A.  Egg  mass,  B.  Larva, 

C.  Pupa,  D.  Imago. 


Few  details  are  available  as  to 
types,  single  eggs  laid  on  the  leaf 


Fig.  244.— Larva  of  metriona 

CIRCUMDATA. 


the  life-history.  Eggs  are  of  two 
(' Coptocycla ),  egg  masses  containing 
many  eggs  (As'pidomorpha) ;  larvae 
are  flattened,  with  processes  bear¬ 
ing  spines,  with  three  pairs  of  legs 
and  having  an  anal  process  which 
can  be  turned  over  the  dorsum 
and  bears  the  dried  excreta.  We 
figure  such  a  larva  (Plate  XXIV). 
These  larvae  are  found  on  the 
leaves  of  their  foodplants  and.  in 
the  moist  tropical  zones  where 
they  are  of  large  size,  they  are 
extremely  striking.  Their  food  is 
the  epidermis  or  tissues  of  the  leaf 
and  they  are  nocturnal  in  habit  as 
a  rule.  Pupation  takes  place  on 
the  leaf  and  the  processes  on  the 
body  are  a  marked  feature  of  thes ? 
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PLATE  XXIV. — Cassidmue. 

1.  Calopepla  hexagona,  larva  from  above,  with  its  attached  moult. 

2.  Anal  segment  with  the  moult  removed. 

3.  Pupa,  from  above. 

4.  Beetle. 

5.  Coptocycla  sexpunctata . 

6.  rrioptera  10  rnaculata. 
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insects.  None  can  be  reckoned  as  pests  since  none  occur  abundantly  ; 
Convolvulacece  are  their  food  especially,  several  feeding  on  sweet 
potato  (Ipomcea  batatas)  and  on  garden  creepers.  The  majority  breed 
only  in  the  rains  since  there  is  then  only  a  sufficiency  of  food.  Appar¬ 
ently  the  imago  goes  into  hiding  for  the  intervening  seasons,  but 
accurate  data  on  this  and  other  points  in  the  life  history  are  not 
available. 

The  species  are  described  by  Bohemann  in  his  Monograph,  dated 
1850-1862,  and  a  number  of  species  have  been  described  since.  Hop- 
lionota  (6) ,  Prioptera  (8),  Calopepla  (4),  Epistictia  (3),  Chirida  (4), 
Aspidomorpha  (14),  Cassida  (26),  Laccoptera  (4),  Coptocycla  (13), 
are  the  genera.  The  larger  and  more  brilliant  species  of  Calopepla . 
Aspidomorpha.  etc.,  are  wholly  hill  or  forest  forms,  and  only  the 
duller  green  Metriona  and  Coptocycla  and  the  smaller  Aspidomorpha 
occur  in  the  plains.  Aspidomorpha  miliaris ,  Fabr.,  was  reared  in 
Calcutta  on  Convolvulus  ;  it  commonly  attacks  sweet  potato  also.  The 
life-history  has  been  worked  out  in  the  Philippines  by  W.  Schultze, 
who  figures  all  stages.  (Philippine  Journal  of  Science,  III,  p.  261.) 
The  duration  from  the  egg  to  the  emergence  of  the  adult  was  38  days,  there 
being  four  larval  moults  before  the  pupal  moult.  He  remarks  that  the 
larvae  feed  and  pupate  in  groups.  The  student  should  consult  this 
paper,  as  also  Muir  and  Sharp’s  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1904,  p.  1), 
and  Muir  and  Kershaw’s  (Loc.  Cit.,  1907,  p.  249),  for  interesting  notes 
on  the  eggs  and  transformations  of  this  group. 

Metriona  circumdata,  Hbst.,  is  the  commoner  green  form  breeding 
on  the  same  plant,  as  also  does  the  common  six-spotted  Chirida 
sexnotata ,  F.,  both  of  these  laying  eggs  singly  on  the  leaf.  Cassida 
dorsonotata,  Boh.,  is  common  in  the  moist er  areas,  while  Coptocycla 
varians,  Hbst.,  is  found  in  abundance  breeding  on  the  wild  Ipomoea 
on  sand  dunes  (Ipomwa  pes-caprce. )-;  the  single  oval  egg  is  laid  on  the 
leaf  and  is  fastened  with  short  brown  filaments  from  the  side  of  the  egg 
on  to  the  leaf  ;  the  green  larva  is  flattened  and  very  difficult  to  see, 
resting  by  day  motionless  on  the  plant. 

$ 

Collecting. — The  beetles  are  easily  collected  and  preserved  ;  their  food- 
plants  should  in  all  cases  be  noted.  Whenever  possible  they  should  be 
kept  alive  with  food  till  eggs  are  obtained  and  the  larvae  studied.  This 
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is  not  always  possible  and  the  life-histories  of  some  of  our  commonest 
species  still  remain  unknown.  For  this  reason  every  larva  found  de¬ 
serves  careful  rearing  ;  larvae  are  preserved  in  formalin.  The  student 
may  be  cautioned  against  hasty  identification  of  specimens  that  look  ex¬ 
tremely  alike,  more  especially  in  the  Hispides .  There  is  no  group  that  re¬ 
quires  more  careful  scrutiny  before  pronouncing  two  specimens  to  belong 
to  the  same  species,  and  this  is  of  great  importance  in  the  economic 
species.  There  is  also  no  group  that  offers  such  scope  to  the  inquirer, 
especially  in  the  bionomic  aspect.  To  the  naturalist  living  in  a  forest 
or  hill  district  there  is  immense  scope  and  the  fauna  of  any  one  place 
will  take  years  to  procure  and  work  out  properly. 


Cerambycidje. — (Longicomid) . 

Antennce  long,  their  bases  partly  encircled  by  the  eyes. 

Upper  surface  pubescent. 

This  large  family  of  large  insects  is  readily  recognisable  from  their 
general  form  and  their  long  antennae.  They  range  from  under  half  an 


Fig.  245.— Batocera  rubra. 
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inch  to  over  one  inch  in  length,  the  body  robustly  built  and  the  inte¬ 
gument  hard.  The  colours  are  sombre  or  bright,  many  being  cryp¬ 
tically  coloured,  others  exhibiting  Mullerian  mimicry,  imitating  the 
colouring  of  warningly  coloured  insects. 

The  head  is  distinct  and  well  developed,  with  large  eyes  and  power 
ful  trophi,  the  heavy  biting  mandibles  being  prominent.  Antennae 
are  long,  dentate  in  some  forms,  in  others  with  tufts  of  hair.  The  pro¬ 
thorax  is  powerful,  accurately  adapted  to  the  body.  The  elytra  cover 
a  pair  of  ample  wings  and  are  closely  applied  to  the  abdomen.  In  some 
cases  they  are  abbreviated  or  narrowed  and  do  not  wholly  cover  the 
abdomen.  The  legs  are  long,  the  tarsi  pubescent.  Males  are  similar 
to  the  females,  the  former  having  larger  mandibles  and  distinctions  in 
the  antennae  and  forelegs  and,  as  a  rule,  the  antennae  are  longer.  They 
stridulate  by  moving  the  prothorax  against  the  body,  the  posterior 
edge  of  the  prothorax  rubbing  on  a  corrugated  surface  on  the  meso- 
thorax  and  so  producing  an  audible  squeak. 


The  life-history,  so  far  as  known,  is  uniform  throughout  the  group . 
The  females  lay  large  eggs  singly  in  cracks  of  the  bark  of  trees  or  on 
bamboos.  These  eggs  hatch  to  legless  larvae  which  tunnel  in  the  hard 
woody  tissues,  eating  out  large  galleries  in  which  they  live.  The  larva 
is  characteristic  in  form,  generally  similar  to  that  of  Buprestidae  but 
with  the  abdomen  more  developed  and  the  swollen  prothorax  less 
marked.  The  head  is  small,  with  powerful  biting  mandibles.  The 
thorax  is  slightly  swollen,  with  a  broad  dorsal  plate,  without  legs  ;  the 
abdomen  often  has  dorsal  plates  on  each  segment.  The  pupa  is  found 
iil  24 
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in  the  tunnel,  in  a  chamber  formed  by  closing  up  the  tunnel  at  its  head 
and  tail,  or  in  a  cocoon  of  white  hard  material  derived  from  the  excre¬ 
ment.  The  length  of  the  life-history  is  known  in  few  cases  but  in  species 
investigated  elsewhere,  has  been  found  to  be  very  long,  as  much  as  three 
years  being  spent  in  the  larval  stage.  This  is  due  possibly  to  the  lack 
of  nutrition  in  the  food  of  the  larva,  the  dry  woody  material  not  con¬ 
taining  much  nutriment ;  a  great  amount  of  it  must  pass  through  the 
alimentary  canal  in  order  to  supply  the  necessary  food  and  a  long 
period  is  apparently  consumed  in  obtaining  this.  The  larval  galleries 
are  often  very  large  and  extend  to  a  great  length  through  the  trunks 
of  trees. 

The  family  is  a  very  large  one,  principally  confined  to  forest  areas 
and  of  no  importance  in  Agriculture  except  in  special  cases.  .Few  are 
found  in  the  cultivated  plains  and  the 
bulk  of  the  species  are  purely  forest 
haunting  insects.  The  Indian  species  are 
being  described  by  G-ahan  in  the  Fauna 
of  India. 

The  family  is  divided  into  two  sub¬ 
families  : — 

Cerambycince. — Head  in  front  oblique 
or  sub -vertical,  last  joint  of  palpi  not 
pointed  in  front.  Fore  tibiae  not  grooved 
beneath . 

Lamiince. — Head  in  front  vertical  or 
bent  inwards  well  below  the  thorax. 

Last  joint  of  the  palpi  pointed  at  the  end. 

Fore  tibiae  generally  with  a  groove  beneath.  (G-ahan). 

Cerambycince . — Gahan  makes  four  sub -families  : — 

Prionini. — Distinguishable  as  a  rule  by  the  sharp  lateral  margins 
of  the  prothorax.  Disteniini .  Ten  hill  forms.  Leptuvini.  Twenty- 
three  hill  forms.  Cerambycini .  Embraces  most  of  our  forms  but  is 
not  readily  distinguishable  in  the  case  of  hill  forms,  except  from 
Prionini. 


Fig.  247.— Batocera  rubra 

PUPA. 
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Prionini. — An  assemblage  of  53  Indian  species,  of  which,  two  only 
are  common  in  the  plains.  They  are  large  dark  brown  insects,  the  an 


tennee  long,  the  prothorax  usually  spined,  the  mandibles  often  very 
long,  curved  and  powerful.  Dorysthenes  montanus ,  Guer.,  is  stated  to 
come  out  of  the  soil  in  the  Nilgiris  in 
such  numbers  as  to  cover  the  soil  ; 
this  occurs  in  April,  May  and  June, 
the  observer  (Mr.  Perrotet)  further 
remarking  that  the  bears  eat  these 
beetles.  (?)  (Guer.  Men.,  Rev.  Zook, 

1840,  p.  40.)  The  large  brown 
beetle  that  flies  into  lights  in  South¬ 
ern  India  and  bites  so  freely  is 
Priotyr annus  mordax,  Wh.  The  less 
formidable  Paraphrus  granulosus 
Thoms,  comes  into  houses  at  night 
in  Behar.  Macrotoma  crenata,  Fabr., 
is  a  common  plains  species,  wide¬ 
spread  over  India,  found  under 
fallen  leaves  and  at  light.  Aegosoma , 
costipenne ,  Wh.,  is  recorded  as 
boring  into  teak  trees  in  Assam. 

(I.  M.  N.  II,  p.  12.)  Acanthophorus 
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serraticornis ,  Oliv.,  occurs  in  South  India  where  it  bores  in  mango  and 
has  been  found  as  far  North  as  Amballa,  and  A.  modicus,  Gah  ,  is 
known  only  from  Lahore. 


Fi^.  250.— Acanthophorus  serraticornis. 

Cerambycini. — Gahan  lists  309  species  from  the  Indian  region, 
divided  into  20  groups.  It  is  impossible  to  discuss  so  large  a 
number  of  forms  here  ;  about  12  may  be  considered  as  common 
in  the  plains.  We  figure  Hypoeschrus  indicus,  Gah.,  which  bores  in 
the  Sal  tree. 

Xystrocera  glohosa  is  a  reddish  brown  beetle,  of  about  one  inch 
length,  with  a  conspicuous  longitudinal  band  of  metallic  green  along 
the  elytra,  found  very  widely.  It  represents  the  third  group  CEmini. 
Mr.  Willcocks  states  that  it  is,  in  Egypt,  a  serious  enemy  of  the  Siris 
tree  (Albizzia  lebek). 


C  E  E  A  M  B  Y  C I  D  M . 
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Stromatium  barbatum,  Fabr.  ( Hesperophani ),  is  perhaps  the  most 
abundant  Cerambycid  beetle  in  the  plains,  and  is  known  to  breed  in 

Khair  (Acacia  catechu ).  teak,  sissu  and  other 
dry  timber  ;  it  is  a  dull  brown  insect,  whose 
most  interesting  feature  is  the  patches  of 
silky  hair  on  each  side  of  the  prothorax  of 
the  males ;  these  are  so  placed  and  set  that 
they  catch  the  light  in  a  very  marked  way, 
reflecting  it  towards  the  front,  so  that 
looked  at  from  in  front  the  insect  appears 
to  have  two  large  shining  eyes  ;  this  may 
be  mere  fancy  or  may  serve  a  useful  pur¬ 
pose  in  courtship  or  defence.  This  beetle  is 
known  to  emerge  yearly  in  early  June. 

The  Cerambycines  contain  a  large  number 
of  forms  common  or  injurious.  Plocederus 
obesus ,  Gab.,  is  the  insect  recorded  as  des¬ 
troying  sal  (I.  M.  N.  I,  p.  91) ;  its  cocoons, 
which  are  large,  hard  and  formed  apparently 
wholly  of  calcium  carbonate,  are  striking 
objects.  Molesthes  holosericea,  Fabr.,  is 
recorded  (I.  M.  N.  I.  p.  89)  as  breeding  in 

Fig.  251.— Sal  wood  attacked 

by  hypoeschrus  iNDicus,  sal  wood  (Shofea  fohusta).  It  is  an  extremely 

handsome  beetle  of  rather  over  an  inch 
length,  covered  with  fine  pubescence  that 
gives  beautiful  silky  reflections.  It  is  one 
of  the  common  plains  species.  Diorthus 
simplex,  Wh.,  is  another  common  and  wide¬ 
spread  species,  of  a  dull  brown  colour, 
resembling  the  preceding  generally  but  with 
a  distinct  scar  at  the  apex  of  the  basal 
antennal  joint  bounded  by  a  little  ridge. 

Derolus  demissus ,  Paso.,  is  a  smaller  brown 
species  without  the  antennal  scar  and  with 
a  fine  ridge  along  the  ventral  face  of  each 

°  &  Fig.  252.  —  A  EOLESTHES 

femur.  holos  erice  a  . 
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With  the  Callichromini ,  we  leave  the  dull  brown  species  and  come 
to  metallic  blue  and  green  species  of  larger  size  and  more  slender  build. 

Chloridolum  alcmene ,  Thoms., 
is  the  species  found  boring  in 
the  trunks  of  orange  trees  in 
Coorg  (see  Agri.  Journ.,  India, 
Vol.  I,  p.  129).  It  is  a  deep 
blue  insect,  the  legs  dark 
coloured  ;  it  is  recorded  also 
from  Assam,  Andaman  Isles, 
and  Burmah,  while  Mr. 
Andrewes  found  it  in  the 
Nilgiris.  No  other  species  is 
notable  and  none  occur  in  the 
cultivated  plains  ;  some  are 
known  to  emit  an  odour  which 
is  pleasant  and  possibly  con¬ 
nected  with  sex. 


Fig.  253.— Chloridolum  alcmene. 

Xylotrechu  has  the  antennae  wide 
apart  and  the  front  with  ridges  ;  it 
includes  the  White  Borer  of  Coffee, 
X.  quadripes,  Chevr.,  whose  larva 
lives  in  the  stems  of  the  coffee  plants. 
Much  has  been  written  about  this  pest 
which  occurs  in  the  coffee  districts 
of  South  India  and  is  most  destructive 
to  coffee  grown  under  too  dense  shade. 
It  is  found  also  in  Assam,  Sylhet  and 
Burmah  and  is  an  example  of  an  ordi¬ 
nary  indigenous  insect  which  finds 
abundance  of  a  cultivated  plant  in 
which  it  can  breed  and  thus  becomes 


The  Clytini  include  a  large 
number  of  hill  forms,  chiefly 
slender  insects  with  a  cylindri¬ 
cal  or  globose  prothorax  and 
marked  in  bright  colours. 


Fig.  254.— Xylotrechu s  quadripes. 
The  White  Borer  oe  Coffee. 
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a  pest.  Tbe  reader  should  consult  the  account  of  Dunning  (Tr.  Ent. 
Soc.,  London,  1868,  p.  105),  of  Bidie  (Report  on  the  Ravages  of  the 
Borer,  1869,  Madras),  and  that  of  Taylor  (The  White  Borer,  1868, 
Madras). 

Caloclytus  is  a  large  genus  of  yellow  banded  beetles,  one  of  which  is 
occasionally  extremely  abundant  in  the  plains.  This  is  C.  annularis, 

Fab.,  a  slender  beetle  clothed 
in  yellow  pubescence,  with 
dark  bands  on  the  thorax  and 
elytra  ;  it  lays  its  eggs  on 
bamboos,  the  larva  living  in 
the  bamboo  and  gradually 
destroying  it  ;  the  life-history 
occupies  one  year,  the  beetle 
being  easily  reared  in  capti¬ 
vity  ;  large  numbers  have  been 
found  to  emerge  from  a  that¬ 
ched  roof  in  which  new  bam¬ 
boos  were  used,  their  emergence 
taking  place  in  May.  Other  species  are  extremely  common  in  the  hills, 
as  are  also  some  species  of  Clytus  and  Demonax. 

Lamiince. — The  revision  of  this  sub-family  is  not  yet  complete 
and  we  can  only  mention  the  common  species  of  the  plains,  with  the 
caution  that  the  publication  of  the  revision  in  the  Fauna  Volume  will 
inevitably  alter  the  nomenclature  of  the  species  named.  Batocera 
rubra,  Linn.  (figs.  245  and  247),  is  the  large  beetle  found  throughout  the 
plains,  whose  larva  is  common  under  the  bark  of  trees  ;  it  appears  to 
occur  chiefly  in  decaying  bark  and  the  trees  felled  in  Pusa  contained 
abundance  of  the  large  larvae  and  pupae.  It  is  an  extremely  handsome 
insect,  the  largest  of  the  common  plains  species.  It  is  common  also 
in  mango,  and  E.  P.  Stebbing  has  described  its  occurrence  in  the  Duld 
fig  (Ind.  For.  Bull.  10).  Ccelosterna  spinator,  F.,is  a  common  beetle, 
breeding  in  babul  (Acacia  arabica)  ;  the  beetle  has  been  found  to  eat 
the  bark  of  cotton  plants  and,  when  abundant,  as  it  occasionally  is  to 
do  harm  in  this  way.  C.  scabrata ,  F.  (figs.  246  and  255),  has  been 
reared  from  Casuarina  equisetifolia  in  South  India,  where  it  is  very 
destructive  to  young  trees,  and  also  from  mulberry.  Sthenias  gnsator, 


Fig.  255.— CCELOSTERNA  SCABRATA. 
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I1.,  is  a  smaller  beetle  reported  to  girdle  Tahei ricemotitana  alba  branches 
m  South  India,  as  well  as  to  cut  down  rose  bushes  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes 
HI,  p.  40).  Olenecamptus  bilobus ,  F.,  is  common  in  the  plains  on  pakur, 
gular  and  other  fig  trees  ;  it  is  conspicuous  by  the  round  white  spots 
on  tlie  smooth  brown  elytra  and  is  likely  to  be  found  everywhere  in  the 
plains.  Apomecyna  histrio ,  F.,  and  A.  pertigera,  Thoms.,  are  common 
among  cultivated  crops  ;  both  are  of  small  size,  dull  brown  in  colour, 
with  many  small  white  spots  disposed  over  the  elytra.  The  latter  have 
been  reared  from  the  stems  of  the  common  pumpkin  (Cucurbita  pepo) 
in  which  it  occurs  abundantly  (Plate  XXV). 

Amongst  the  many  species  of  Glenea,  G.  spilota ,  Thoms.,  is  known 
to  breed  in  the  trunk  of  the  silk  cotton  tree  ( Bombax  malabaricum ),  the 
larva  being  found  abundantly 
in  the  decaying  trunk  after  the 
plant  has  dried,  in  common  with 
a  host  of  other  insects.  Mono- 
hammus  nivosus ,  Wh.,  is  the 
commonest  representative  of  this 
immense  genus,  an  insect  found 
on  the  Ak  plant  (Calotropis  spp.) 
in  the  plains.  Its  larva  is  found 
in  the  stem  of  the  plant,  Suipauunq. 
up  the  centre  and  the  beetle  is  to 
be  found  practically  wherever 
this  plant  grows. 

The  following  list  of  plants 
bored  by  Cerambycidae  is  com¬ 
piled  from  Indian  Museum  Notes 
(I.M.N.),  the  reports  of  the  Forest 
Zoologist  (E.P.S.),  of  the  Ento¬ 
mologist,  Indian  Tea  Association 
(C.B.A.),  and  our  own  records.  We  have  included  borers  of  other  groups 
such  as  the  Arbelidae,  Cossidae,  Buprestidae,  etc.,  but  the  records 
are  extremely  meagre  and  show  how  little  this  subject  has  been 
investigated.  The  borers  in  dry  wood,  etc.,  of  the  Bostrichidae, 


Fig.  256.  —Monoham iviijs  versteegi. 


PLATE  XXV. — Apomecyna  Pertigera. 
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1.  Egg. 

2.  Full-grown  larva. 

°*  l  Pupa,  ventral  and  dorsal. 

4.  1 

5.  Beetle. 

6.  Beetle  feeding  on  growing  plant. 

7.  Lance  and  pupa;  in  the  stem. 
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etc.,  and  the  larva3  living  in  the  branches,  etc.  (as  the  Curculionida?), 
are  omitted. 


Fig.  257.— Neocerambyx  Paris. 


Plant. 


Akh. 

Calotropis  gigantea. 

Asan. 

Terminalia  tomentosa. 

Babul. 

Acacia  arabica. 

Ber. 

Zizyphus  jujuba. 

Bamboo. 

Dendrocalamus  strictm 

r. 

Bambusa  sp.  (dry). 

Bored  by. 

Monohammus  nivosus. 

Molesthes  holosericea  (I.  M.  N.). 
Molesthes  holosericea  (I.  M.  N.). 
Coelo sterna  spinator  (I.  M.  N.). 
(Arbela  tetraonis.) 

Stromatium  barbatum  (E.  P.  S.). 
Caloclytus  annularis. 
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Casuarina. 

Casuarina  equisetifolia. 

(Arbela  tetraonis). 

?? 

7  7  7  ? 

Coelo sterna  scabrata. 

Coffee. 

Coffea  arabica. 

Xylotrechus  quadripes  (I.  M.  N.) 

?? 

7?  7? 

(Zeuzera  coffece)  (I.  M.  N.). 

Gular. 

Ficus  glomeratus. 

Batocera  rubra. 

Guava. 

Psidium  guava. 

(Arbela  tetraonis). 

7? 

7  7  7  7 

Molesthes  holosericea. 

?? 

7?  77 

(. Belionota  prasina). 

Khair. 

Acacia  catechu. 

Stromatium  barbatum  (I.  M.  N.). 

Lime. 

Citrus  medica. 

Chloridolum  alcmene. 

Orange. 

aurantium. 

(Agrilus  grisator). 

Litchi. 

Nephelium  litchi. 

(Arbela  tetraonis). 

Mango. 

Mangifera  indie  a. 

Acanthophorus  serraticornis. 

?7 

7?  77 

Stromatium  barbatum. 

77 

7?  77 

Batocera  rubra. 

77 

7  7  7  ? 

(Arbela  tetraonis). 

Pumpkin. 

Cucumis ,  melo. 

Apomeeyna  pertigera. 

Sal. 

Shorea  robusta. 

Plocederus  obesus  (T.  M.  N.). 

7? 

7  7  7  ? 

Hoplocerambyx  spinicornis 
(I.  M.  N.). 

77 

*“  77 

Coelo  sterna  scabrata  (I.  M.  N.). 

77 

7?  7? 

(Chrysobothrys  sexnotata) 

(I.  M.  N.). 

?? 

7?  7? 

Moles thes  holosericea 

(E.  P.  S.). 

7? 

77  ?? 

Acanthophorus  serraticornis 

(E.  P.  S.). 

7  7 

yj  ?? 

Dialages  pauper  (E.  P.  S.) 

7? 

7?  7? 

Hypceschrus  indicus  (I.  M.  N.). 

Sandal. 

Santalum  album . 

(Zeuzera  coffece). 

Si  mul. 

Bornbax  malabaricum. 

Plocederus  obesus  (I.  M.  N.). 

77 

7  7  7  ? 

Glenea  spilota. 

Sissu. 

Dalbergia  sissu. 

Stromatium  barbatum. 

Tea. 

Camellia  theifera. 

(Arbela  dea).  (C.  B.  A.). 

77 

??  ?? 

(  ,,  quadrinotata).  (C.  B.  A.). 

?  ?? 

( Phassus  malabaricus). 
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Teak.  Tectona  grandis.  Batocera  rubra  (I.  M.  N.). 

,,  ,,  ,,  Stromatium  barbatum  ( I.  M.  N.). 

,,  ,,  ,,  Stromatium  longicorne  (I.  M.  N.). 

.,  ,,  ,,  Aegosoma  costipenne  (I.  M.  N.). 

„  „  Molesthes  holosericea  (I.  M.  N.). 

,,  ,,  „  (Psiloptera  fastuosa)  (I.  M.  N.) 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Cossus  cadambce)  (J.  M.  N.) 


RHYNCHOPHORA. 

A  series  of  beetles  recognised  by  the  tarsi,  which  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Phytophaga  (fig.  183),  by  the  antennae,  usually  clubbed  and 
often  elbowed,  and  by  the  rostrum,  the  head  being  drawn  out  more  or 
less  distinctly,  so  that  the  mouth,  instead  of  being  ventral,  is  anterior 
to  the  eyes,  and  often  at  the  apex  of  a  distinct  beak-like  prolongation 
of  the  head.  Tt  is  difficult  to  place  a  few  forms  and  to  distinguish 
exactly  between  this  series  and  some  of  the  Phytophaga,  but  such 
cases  occur  very  rarely.  The  Rhynchophora  are  on  the  whole  a 
distinct  series,  all  phytophagous,  with  leg-less  larvae  usually  living 
concealed  (pace  Cionus )  and  including  a  large  number  of  boring  insects 
found  as  larvae  in  plants. 


Anthribidje. 

Rostrum  short  and  blunt.  Antennce  straight ,  usually  clubbed ,  eleven 
joints.  Tarsi  of  four  joints ,  third  small  and  hidden. 

Dull  coloured  beetles  of  small  size  and  not  often  found,  the  body 
clothed  in  pubescence.  These  beetles  are  found  on  tree  trunks,  on 
mushrooms,  on  dead  wood  ;  few  are  very  active,  though  a  few  can  leap 
(. Arcecerus ).  The  larvae  are  white  grubs  similar  to  those  of  Curculionidce 
but  sometimes  with  legs.  They  are  found  in  seeds  and  in  wood. 
Though  few  Indian  species  are  known,  many  probably  occur  and  their 
identification  is  not  easy.  Malaya  is  the  head-quarters  of  the  family. 
The  student  who  specialises  in  this  family  will  find  a  list  of  the  known 
species  with  bibliographical  references  in  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.,  Beige,  XLIX, 
p.  218  (1905).  Bovie  here  lists  91  species  as  occurring  in  India, 
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Burma  and  Ceylon.  Jordan  has  described  the  majority  of  the  forms 
from  our  limits. 

Eucorynus  crassicornis ,  Fabr.,  is  a  dark  coloured  insect  found 
not  uncommonly  in  tree  bark  in  the  plains,  while  Phlceobius  alter  nans, 
Wied.,  has  been  found  on  plants.  Arcecerus  fasciculatus,  de  G.,  is 
cosmopolitan  and  has  been  recorded  as  breeding  in  Areca  nut  in  India. 
It  is  stated  to  have  been  distributed  in  coffee  beans  in  which  it 
breeds  freely.  This,  or  a  very  closely  allied  species,  breeds  freely  in 
old  dried  cotton  seeds  (Plate  XXVII)  that  remain  on  the  plant  after 
picking,  and  we  have  reared  very  large  numbers  from  such  seeds. 
Another  has  been  reared  in  dry  chilli  pods  and  a  third  from  the  stem  of 
par  war  (Trichosanthes  anguina).  The  cosmopolitan  species  feeds 
on  a  great  variety  of  substances  and  is  variable  in  appearance  ;  the 
discrimination  of  species  is  not  easy  in  this  genus. 

CuRCULioNiDiE. — Weevils. 

Labium  absent.  Antennce  clubbed  and  elbowed.  Head  produced 
into  a  rostrum.  Fourth  tarsal  joint  reduced. 

Weevils  are  recognisable  by  the  rostrum  and  elbowed  antenna) 
in  almost  all  cases.  They  vary  in  size  from  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 


Fig.  259.—Beichyasfistrs  tibialis. 
x  5.  [I.  M.  N.] 

length  to  nearly  two  inches,  and  in¬ 
clude  a  large  number  of  forms  a 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
long.  The  colours  are  commonly  dull, 
Fig.  258.— Breach YASFISTES  tibialis.  prowns  and  greys  predominating, 

many  black,  a  few  a  rich  red  brown 
and  some  green.  In  many  species  the  body  is  clothed  in  scales,  the 
actual  integument  being  dark  coloured,  the  delicate  scales  grey,  buff? 
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PLA.TE  XXVI. — Cylas  Formicarius. 

♦ 

Sweet  Potato  aye  evil. 

Egg.  X  10. 

Small  potato  showing  eggs  laid  on  it.  x  2. 
Larva. 

Attacked  potato. 

|  Pupa,  magnified. 

Imago. 

Antenna  of  female  above,  male  below. 


THE  CALCUTTA  PHOTOTVIPE  < 


SWEET  POTATO  WEEVIL. 
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green  or  other  light  tints.  When  magnified  these  scales  give  the 
insects  a  very  beautiful  appearance,  one  that  cannot  be  appreciated 
by  the  naked  eye.  In  some  species  the  body  is  not  clothed  with  scales 
but  with  an  44  efflorescence,5 5  a  delicate  mealy  covering  produced  by 
the  insect  itself,  and  suggesting  that  a  strong  alkaline  solution  has  been 
excreted  and  evaporated,  leaving  a  white  floury  coating.  The  body  is 
often  short  and  thickset,  the  head  drawn  out  into  a  beak  of  very 
varied  form.  Small  compound  eyes  are  placed  at  the  base,  the  antennae 
projecting  from  the  side  of  the  rostrum.  The  antenna  consists  of  a 
slender  elongate  basal  segment,  the  scape,  seven  or  six  short  slender 
segments  forming  the  funicle  and  a  club  composed  of  three  or  four  ex¬ 
panded  segments  (Fig.  137).  The  minute  biting  mouth-parts  are  situat¬ 
ed  at  the  apex  of  the  rostrum ;  the  latter  may  be  short  and  thickset  or 
long,  slender  and  either  curved  or  nearly  straight.  In  a  majority,  there 
are  the  scars  of  the  bases  of  temporary  mandibles  found  in  the  newly 
hatched  weevil,  on  the  mandibles  ;  these  were  used  in  emergence  from 
the  cocoon  or  ground  and  shed.  The  prothorax  is  well  developed, 
the  abdomen  large  and  completely  covered  by  the  elytra  which  fit 
closely  to  the  body  and  cover  the  folded  wings.  The  legs  are 
moderately  long,  the  femur  often  swollen  at  the  apex,  the  tarsi  of 
four  apparent  joints,  of  which  the  basal  three  are  usually  flattened  and 
densely  pilose.  Males  and  females  are  similar  in  appearance,  the 
former  often  smaller  and  in  some  species  readily  distinguished  by  the 
form  of  the  rostrum,  fore-legs  or  antennae. 

Though  the  family  is  a  very  large  one,  the  life-histories  of  only  a 
very  few  are  known.  So  far  as  known,  the  eggs  are  of  two  types  ;  eggs 
laid  in  exposed  positions  on  the  outside  of  a  plant  are  small  oval  objects, 
smooth,  with  a  hard  shell ;  those  which  are  deposited  in  the  tissues  are 
soft,  elongate  and  white.  They  are  laid  singly,  and  usually  in  consi¬ 
derable  number  spread  over  a  number  of  plants.  Larvae  are,  as  a  rule, 
internal  feeders  and  are  white  soft  legless  grubs  (Plates  XXVI,  XXVII), 
with  a  distinct  brown  head  and  a  much  wrinkled  body,  which  is  fleshy 
and  slightly  curved.  The  majority  of  the  known  larvae  are  found  in 
the  tissues  of  plants,  in  roots,  stems,  fruits,  twigs  and  other  parts. 
None  are  known  to  be  other  than  herbivorous.  Pupation  occurs  in  the 
plant,  and  there  is  great  variety  in  this  respect.  A  few  make  cocoons 
of  fibres  ;  many  pupate  in  the  tunnel  without  covering,  though  in  a 
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distinct  closed  chamber.  The  larvae  which  live  exposed  make  a  case 
of  excrement  or  of  gummy  material  derived  from  the  anus. 

The  weevils  which  emerge  are 
active  insects,  diurnal  or  noctur¬ 
nal,  feeding  on  leaves  and  other 
parts  of  plants  or  on  plant  sap. 

None  are  known  to  be  predaceous, 
though  at  least  one  is  probably 
so.  The  duration  of  each  stage 
varies  with  the  species.  Some  are 
one-brooded,  hibernating  as  the 
imago  and  passing  long  periods 
in  the  imago  form,  until  they 
are  able  to  lay  eggs  in  the  tissues 
in  which  the  larvae  can  live. 

Others  are  many-brooded,  and 
one  brood  succeeds  another  so 
long  as  food  is  available.  In 
these  cases  hibernation  appears 
to  be  passed  in  the  larval  or 
pupal  form. 

Weevils  have  the  habit  of 
“  shamming  dead;”  when  ap¬ 
proached  the  legs  and  antennae 
are  folded  close  to  the  body  and 
the  insect  drops  to  the  ground. 

This  is  a  valuable  defence,  especially  in  thick  vegetation,  the 
insect  falling  to  the  soil  and  being  extremely  hard  to  find.  Since 
all  are  herbivorous  and  some  abundant,  the  family  includes  many 
destructive  species,  whose  ravages,  especially  in  the  larval  stage,  are 
of  importance  in  Agriculture.  Our  knowledge  of  these  insects  is  slowly 
growing  and  many  yet  remain  to  be  worked  out.  Owing  to  their  con¬ 
cealed  lives  and  to  the  often  nocturnal  habits  of  the  imago,  they  are 
difficult  to  check,  no  stage  being  exposed  to  any  particular  measures 
that  can  be  adopted.  A  few  are  destructive,  not  in  the  larval  but  in 
the  imaginal  stage,  the  weevil  living  for  long  periods  and  destroying 
leaves.  The  mango  weevil,  the  melon  weevil  and  apple  weevil  attack 


Fig.  260. — Odoiporus  longicollis,  imago 

AND  COCOON. 
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fruits,  the  sweet  potato  weevil,  tubers,  the  cane  weevil  the  roots,  the 
cotton  stem  weevil,  palm  weevil  and  jute  weevil  the  stems,  while  the 
white  and  green  weevil  eat  the  leaves,  and  the  rice  and  wheat  weevils 
stored  grains.  The  enemies  and  checks  of  these  insects  are  little  known  ; 
parasitic  insects  check  the  larvae  and  the  weevils  are  probably  des¬ 
troyed  by  birds  and  by  predaceous  insects. 

The  family  is  one  of  the  largest,  and  though  many  species  are 
known,  no  thorough  account  of  the  group  is  in  existence.  They  occur 


Fig.  261.— A.  Hyper  a  variabilis,  13.  Myllocerus  discolor,  C.  alcides 

LEOPARDUS,  D.  BALANINUS  C.  ALBUM. 
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in  all  parts  of  the  tropical  and  temperate  regions.  In  India,  the  plains 
fauna  is  rich  in  species,  though  more  are  to  be  found  in  the  submontane 
forest  and  jungle  areas.  The  family  as  it  occurs  in  India  is  being 
described  in  the  Fauna  of  India  by  G.  A.  K.  Marshall. 

The  classification  of  the  Curculionidce  is  too  vast  to  be  entered 
into  here.  One  has  but  to  glance  at  the  vast  array  of  groups,  divi¬ 
sions,  legions,  cohorts,  tribes,  etc.,  into  which  the  family  has  been 
divided  to  realise  its  complexity.  A  complete  revision  of  the  family  in 
the  light  of  new  knowledge  will  have  to  be  done  when  the  monographs 
on  the  regional  faunae  are  more  complete.  As  in  other  complex  groups 
of  Coleoptera,  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  thorough 
revision  owing  to  the  complexity  of  the  family  and  its  vast  number 
of  species.  About  1,500  Indian  species  are  probably  already  described 
or  recorded,  but  an  equal  number  at  least  will  probably  be  added  now 
and  new  forms  are  found  constantly. 

Brachyderince.—Blosyrus  asellus ,  Oliv.,  is  a  grey  weevil,  with 
thickset  abdomen  and  elytra,  found  commonly  feeding  on  leaves  from 
August  to  December.  Astycus  lateralis ,  F.,  is  the  common  green  weevil 
of  the  plains  of  India,  found  feeding  in  abundance  upon  cultivated  plants. 
A.  chrysochloris ,  Wied.,  is  the  larger  metallic  green  species  common  in 
Assam.  Tanymecus  indicus ,  Fst.,  is  one  of  the  many  weevils  which 
are  so  abundant  on  soil  and  eat  young  plants.  It  is  extremely 
common  in  the  Gangetic  plain  and  appears  regularly  twice  in  the  year 
at  the  commencement  of  the  kharif  and  rabi  seasons.  Tanymecus 
circumdatus,  Wied.,  is  common  on  plants,  a  delicate  green  form  with 
longitudinal  stripes,  and  T.  chloroleucus j,  Wied.,  is  also  abundant,  uni¬ 
formly  clothed  in  almost  white  scales.  The  genus  is  a  very  large  one. 
with  many  species  in  the  plains.  Their  larvae  will  probably  be  found 
in  the  roots  or  underground  stems  of  plants.  Atmetonychus  peregrinus, 
Oliv.,  is  also  found,  a  grey  much  roughened  weevil  found  on  young 
plants  (Plate  XXVII,  fig.  10). 

Otiorhynchince. — Episomus  lacerta,  F.,  is  a  comparatively  large  grey 
weevil  that  has  been  found  in  numbers  on  cotton  plants,  feeding  on 
the  bark  (Plate  XXVII,  fig.  6). 
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Fig.  1. 


PLATE  XXVII.— Curoulionidjs.' 
Weevils. 

Larva  of  Arsecerus  sp.  (Cotton  seed  weevil.) 


„  2.  ^ 

„  3.  , 

|Pupa 

„  4. 

Imago  „ 

x  6. 

a  5- 

Phytoscaphus  triangularis. 

x  3. 

„  6. 

Episomus  lacerta. 

*  2. 

„  7. 

Apoderus  scutellaris. 

x  4. 

n  S. 

,,  tranquebaricus. 

x  4. 

„  & 

Xanthocheius  superciliosus. 

x  2. 

„  10. 

Atmetonychus  peregrinus. 

x  2. 

„  11.  1 

„  12. 

„  13. 

„  14. 

►Phylaitis  sp,  (Cotton  stem 

weevi 

„  15. 

,,  16.  ; 

n  17. 

Balaninus  Bomfordi.  x  6, 

PLATE  XXVII 
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Myllocerus  is  an  important  genus  of  weevils  in  India  with  several 
common  species.  The  commonest  is  the  “White  weevil,”  M.  macu- 

losus,  Desb.,  described  from  Cawnpore 
specimens  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  IV,  p. 
111).  This  is  abundannt  everywhere  in  the 
plains  but  its  life- history  is  still  unknown 
M.  setulifer,  Desb.  (Fig.  262),  described  in 
the  same  publication,  is  found  attacking 
flowers  and  is  not  strictly  a  plains  species. 
M.  discolor,  Boh.  (Fig.  261),  has  been  reared 
from  grubs  found  at  the  roots  of  cane 
plants,  the  grub  and  pupa  in  the  soil,  the 
former  feeding  on  the  cane  roots.  The  adult 
feeds  upon  young  mango  leaves.  It  may  be 
found  sometimes  in  abundance  hiding  away 
for  the  winter  under  bark  or  in  any  sheltered 
crevices,  and  it  emerges  again  in  March.  M. 
blandus,  Fst.,  is  a  small  dull  grey  species 
which  feeds  upon  the  young  leaves  of  cane  and  maize  and  is  very  des¬ 
tructive  to  young  plants  (cf.  Pachnephorus). 


Fig.  262.— Myllocerus 
SETULIFER.  [I.  M.  N.] 


Eremnince. — Phytoscaphus  triangularis ,  Oliv.  (Plate  XXVII,  fig.  5), 
is  a  small  brown  weevil,  with  lighter  markings  found  commonly  feeding 
on  leaves.  Amblyrrliinus  poricollis,  Boh.,  is  a  similar  and  smaller  insect, 
frequently  found  feeding  upon  the  small  leaves  of  mango,  litchi  and 
other  fruit  trees. 

Hyperince. — Hyper  a  includes  two  common  species  found  breeding 
upon  lucerne  (Medicago  saliva)  and  Senji  ( Melilotus  indica).  The  green 
grub  feeds  exposed  upon  the  leaf  ;  a  parchment-like  cocoon  is  made  on 
any  part  of  the  plant  and  from  this  the  imago  emerges.  The  weevil  is 
far  more  destructive  than  the  grub,  eating  into  the  shoots  and  causing 
them  to  wither.  The  species  concerned  are  H.  varians,  Hbst.  (Fig.  261). 
and  H.  medicaginis ,  Mshll.  ;  they  have  an  active  season  in  the  cold 
weather  only,  disappearing  into  hiding  in  March  or  April,  the  weevils 
living  over  until  the  next  cold  weather  in  concealment. 


Cleonince. — Lixus  brachyrrhinus,  Boh.,  breeds  freely  in  the  cultivated 
Amaranths  grown  as  vegetables,  the  grubs  being  found  in  the  stems.  The 
IIL  25 


386 


COLEOPTERA. 


weevils  can  be  found  on  the  plants  in  the  rains.  Atactogaster  finitimus , 
Fst.  ( Leucomigus  antennalis ,  Fst.),  is  stated  to  be  injurious  to  cotton 
and  gram  in  South  India  (Ind.  Mus. 

Notes,  Vol.  IV,  p.  112),  and  is  a 
common  insect  in  Madras. 

Xanthochelus  super  cilios  us,  Gylh. 

(Plate  XXVII,  fig.  9),  is  the  large 
grey  weevil  found  feeding  abun¬ 
dantly  upon  the  leaves  of  ber  ( Zizig - 
phus  jujuba). 

Hylobiince. — Paramecops  farinosa, 

Wied.,  is  the  weevil  so  commonly 
found  on  the  Ak  ( Calotropis  spp.). 

It  is  greyish  in  colour  but  is  covered 
in  a  white  mealy  efflorescence.  The 
eggs  are  laid  in  the  rind  of  the  Ak 
fruit,  the  little  grubs  boring  into 
the  soft  tissues  and  feeding  on 
the  developing  fibre  and  young 
seeds.  The  full  grown  grub  reaches 
a  length  of  half  an  inch,  and  pupates  in  a  compact  cocoon  formed  of  the 
delicate  fibre  (known  in  commerce  as  “kapok”).  Ten  days  after, 
the  adult  emerges,  and  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  the  Ak  plant.  The 
weevils  are  very  common  and  widely  spread  where  this  plant  grows. 

Cyladince. — Cylas  formicarius,  F. — The  best  account  of  this  insect 
is  found  in  the  Queensland  Agricultural  Journal  for  August  1900  (page 
176).  Mr.  Try  on  there  gives  a  thorough  account  of  the  species,  with  a 
complete  bibliography.  He  discussed  its  origin,  a  matter  still  of 
doubt,  but  as  the  two  first  describers,  Fabricius  and  Bohemann,  both 
obtained  it  from  India,  there  is  some  ground  for  believing  it  to  be  a 
native  of  South  India,  spread  gradually  over  the  tropics.  A  short 
account  of  this  insect  will  be  found  in  Indian  Insect  Pests.  Eggs  are 
laid  on  the  sweet  potato  tuber  or  rootstock,  the  larvae  tunnelling  into 
the  tissues  and  boring  through  them  ;  pupation  takes  place  inside  and 
the  weevil  feeds  also  on  or  in  the  tuber.  The  stages  are  well 
shown  in  Plate  X  XVI,  and  the  weevils  may  be  found  throughout 
India,  being  often  destructively  abundant. 


Fig.  263. --Atactogaster 
finitimus.  [I.  M.  N.] 
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Apionince. — The  genus  Apion  includes  a  vast  number  of  tiny 
beetles  with  straight  antennae  and  marked  sexual  differences,  found 
almost  over  the  globe.  The  colours  are  black,  brown,  blue,  red  or 
metallic.  A  number  of  Indian  species  are  known,  but  the  discrimina¬ 
tion  of  species  is  very  difficult.  Apion  gagatinum,  Mots.,  is  a  common 
plains  species  on  grass.  A.  strobilanthi,  Desb.,  is  described  from  seeds 
of  Strobilanthus  in  Sikkim,  an  unusual  habit  for  a  member  of  this 
genus  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  II,  p.  32).  Another  species  lives  in 
the  stems  of  jute  in  India. 


Fig.  264.— Leaf  case  of 
Apoderus  blandus, 

MAGNIFIED. 


Attelabince. — The  genus  Apoderus  contains  the  weevils  in  which 
the  head  and  sometimes  the  prothorax  is  drawn  out  into  a  long  neck 

(Plate  XXVII,  figs.  7,  8).  These  weevils 
prepare  cases  of  green  leaf  ;  the  leaf  is  cut 
across  near  the  base,  the  cut  reaching  from 
each  margin  to  the  midrib  or  crossing  the 
midrib  from  one  margin  only ;  the  leaf 
is  then  folded  longitudinally,  and  the  tip 
rolled  in  ;  an  egg  is  laid  and  the  rolling 
process  continued  till  the  leaf,  up  to  the 
cut,  forms  a  compact  cylindrical  mass, 
consisting  of  tightly  rolled  and  folded  leaf 
blade,  with  the  egg  in  the  centre  ;  no  silk  or 
gum  is  used  and  the  insect  works  with  legs 
and  jaws  in  folding  and  packing  the  leaf ; 
the  roll  is  left  adhering  to  the  remainder  of  the  leaf,  the  egg  hatches 
and  the  grub  feeds  on  the  leaf  inside  the  roll.  The  roll  subsequently 
dries  and  falls  off  with  the  pupa  inside.  We  figure  the  case  of 
Apoderus  blandus,  Schonh.,  madeonSissu.  Eggs  laid  on  25th  June, 
hatched  on  the  28th,  the  larvae  pupated  by  the  30th  and  weevils  emerged 
from  the  3rd  to  the  7 th  July  ;  the  life-history  is  thus  a  very  brief  one 
and  there  are  apparently  two  broods  during  the  rains,  the  second 
being  a  hibernation  brood  in  which  the  larva  remains  for  the  winter  in 
the  case.  A.  tranquebaricus ,  Fabr.,  in  South  India  rolls  the  leaf  of  the 
country  almond  ( Terminalia  catappa)  and  the  habit  has  been  observed 
in  a  number  of  species  in  the  sub-tropical  zone  of  India.  Over  30 
species  are  known  in  India,  in  the  genera  Apoderus ,  Attelabus ,  and 
Rhynchites. 
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Balanince. — Balaninus  Bomfordi,  Fst.,  eats  into  the  unopened  buds 
of  the  banyan  tree  and  feeds  on  the  inside  ;  with  their  very  slender 
curved  beaks  they  make  neat  punctures  and  many  buds  wither.  The  larva) 
are  found  in  the  fleshy  receptacles  of  the  fig,  which  they  destroy  so 
that  the  fig  falls  off.  We  figure  this  species,  which  represents  the 
group  in  the  plains,  and  B.  C,  album ,  Fabr.,  found  in  Eastern 
Bengal  (Plate  XXYII,  fig.  17). 

Cionince. — Cionus  hortulanus,  Fourc.,  Var.  major  is  a  “cold  weather5' 
species  in  the  plains,  breeding  only  on  Celsia  coromandeliana  ;  the  shiny 
grubs  feed  openly  on  the  buds  and  look  like  caterpillars  ;  they  pupate 
in  a  delicate  horny  cocoon,  made  of  anal  secretion,  on  the  plant.  There 
are,  as  a  rule,  about  three  broods  yearly  in  Pusa,  from  February  to 
April,  the  weevils  then  seeking  shelter.  They  are  usually  very  abun¬ 
dant,  one  of  the  most  noticeable  of  the  cold  weather  forms.  In  the 
Himalayas  at  7,000  feet  this  weevil  breeds  on  Celsia  from  May  to 
October.  C.  albosparsus ,  Fst.,  has  been  found  in  Bombay  and  others 
occur  in  the  sub- tropical  zone. 

Alcidince. — A  sub-family  confined  to  the  Old  World  and  mainly 
occurring  in  the  tropics.  It  consists  of  Alcides  with  242  species  recorded 
up  to  1906  and  Accents  with  one.  The  group  has  been  listed  by  Bovie 
(Genera  Insectorum  1907).  Of  the  former  26  species  are  Indian. 
The  species  of  which  anything  is  known  have  been  reared  from  larvae 
boring  in  the  shoots  of  plants.  Alcides  leopardus ,  01.  (Fig.  261),  is  the 
species  most  commonly  found,  known  throughout  the  plains  ;  its  larva 
bores  in  the  shoots  of  cotton,  destroying  them,  and  pupating  in  the 
tunnel  near  the  bark.  The  pupal  period  is  short  (4  days)  and  the  weevil 
rests  within  the  tunnel  for  some  days  after. 

A.  collaris ,  Pasc.,  is  a  larger  species,  the  prothorax  red-brown,  the 
elytra  black  with  white  spots,  which  is  found  in  sweet-potato  fields  in 
the  plains.  A.  fabricii ,  F.,  has  reddish-brown  elytra  with  cream  stripes, 
and  a  black  and  cream  coloured  prothorax  ;  it  has  been  found  in  widely 
scattered  localities.  A.  bubo ,  F.,  is  the  weevil  whose  larva  breeds  in 
Agathi  (Sesbania)  in  South  India  and  is  a  serious  pest.  Its  eggs  are 
greenish  white,  flattened  and  of  nearly  round  outline,  laid  in  holes  in 
the  stems  of  the  young  plants  and  covered  with  gelatinous  material- 
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The  life-history  occupies  six  weeks  ;  many  larvae  are  found  in  the  same 
plant,  which  dies,  and  the  loss  in  young  plants  is  extensive. 

Crypto  rhynchin  ce . — P achy  onyx  quodridens,  Chevr.,  is  found  breeding 
in  the  dhak  plant  IButea  f  rondos  a)  in  Northern  India.  Cryptorhynchus 

contains  the  mango  weevils  of  India, 
of  which  C.  gravis ,  Fabr.,  is  the  com¬ 
mon  form  in  Eastern  Bengal  and 
Assam,  C.  wangiferce,  F.,  in  South 
India  and  Ceylon.  Both  breed  in  the 
stone  of  the  mango,  the  eggs  being  laid 
in  the  young  fruit,  the  larva  on 
maturity  eating  through  the  pulp 
and  emerging  to  pupate  in  the  soil. 
There  is  but  one  brood  yearly  of 
the  former  and  the  weevils  remain 
dormant  from  July  or  August  to  the 
following  March — April  in  concealment 
in  the  ground  and  in  or  on  the  bark 
of  trees. 

Desmidophorus  contains  several  sub-tropical  species,  D.  hebes ,  Fabr., 
also  occurring  in  Behar,  where  it  is  occasionally  found  in  abundance 
on  garden  Hibiscus. 

Zygopince. — Phcenomerus  sundevalli,  Bch.,  is  a  small  linear  beetle, 
resembling  an  elongate  rice  weevil,  found  in  the  plains.  Metialma 
includes  two  species,  M.  scenica,  Pasc.,  and  M.  balsamince  Paso.,  the 
latter  having  been  reared  from  larvae  found  boring  in  the  stems  of 
balsams  ;  the  larva  tunnels  in  the  soft  tissues  and  pupates  in  a  cocoon 
formed  of  fibres  twisted  into  an  oval  shape. 

We  figure  a  Phylaitis  (Plate  XXVII),  common  in  the  stems  of  mal- 
vaceous  plants,  which  attacks  cotton  severely  and  specially  tree  cottons. 
It  was  a  serious  enemy  to  tree  cottons  in  Behar  and  is  destructive  in 
South  India,  the  larva?  boring  in  the  stems,  forming  a  thick  swelling 
and  eventually  so  weakening  the  plants  that  they  break  off  or  die.  Its 
distribution  appears  to  be  a  limited  one,  as  it  is  not  a  widespread  pest 
of  cotton. 


Fig.  265.— Cryptorhynchus 
gravis. 
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CalandrincB. — Rhynchophorus  includes  the  common  Palm  Weevil  of 
India  R.  ferrugineus,  F.  (R.  signaticollis ,  Chevr.),  which  breeds  in  the 
toddy  palm  ( Phoenix  sylvestris)  and  in  the  cocoanut  palm  ( Cocos  nucifera). 
The  eggs  are  laid  in  the  soft  tissues  at  the  base  of  the  leaf  sheath,  at  a 
wound  or  at  the  cut  made  by  the  toddy  drawer  ;  the  larvae  tunnel 
through  the  tissues  in  all  directions  and,  when  mature,  make  a  cocoon 
of  twisted  fibres.  This  insect  is  one  of  the  more  important  pests  of 
India  and  much  has  been  written  of  it  in  Ceylon  where  it  is  of  still 
greater  importance.  (Figs.  268,  269.) 


Fig.  267.— Calandra  oryz.e.  x  10. 

Calandra  (Sitophilus)  is  a  genus  of 
two  species  of  world- wide  occurrence. 
C.  granaria,  L.,  is  of  a  uniform  deep 
redbrown  colour,  the  prothorax  with 
oblong  punctures ;  the  metathoracic 
episternum  is  very  narrow  with  a 
single  row  of  punctures.  It  is  wingless. 
G.  oryzce ,  Linn.,  has  two  fulvous 
patches  on  each  elytron,  the  punctures 
on  the  prothorax  are  rounded  and 
closer  together,  the  metathoracic  episternum  is  wider  and  has  two 
rows  of  punctures.  It  is  winged,  the  weevils  flying  readily.  The 
latter  is  the  common  Indian  species,  of  which  much  has  been  written, 
but  little  is  known. 


Fig.  266.— Calandra  ORYZiE. 

x  10. 


Odoiporus  glabricollis,  Gy  11.,  is  the  common  weevil  whose  larva 
breeds  in  the  stems  of  the  plantain  ( Musa  sapientum) .  The  black 
weevil  is  to  be  found  on  or  in  the  plant  and  is  quite  common.  (Fig.  260.) 


Polytus  mellerborgii,  Bh.,  is  a  tiny  dark  coloured  weevil  found  breed¬ 
ing  in  decaying  plantain  stems. 
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Cercidocerus  bimaculatus,  Boh.,  is  a 
have  a  very  expanded  truncate  club  ;  i 


Fig.  268.— Rhynchophorus  feruugineus 

LARVA. 

making  the  usual  fibrous  cocoon  of 


lack  species  in  which  the  antennae 
is  found  rarely  in  tropical  India. 

This  family  also  includes  the 
large  forms  such  as  Cyrtotrache- 
lus  dux,  Boh.,  &  C.  longipes 
found  in  sub-tropical  India, 
which  are  the  most  striking 
Curculionids  of  the  Indian 
fauna.  In  the  latter  the 
male  has  very  long  forelegs  ; 
they  feed  on  the  juice  of 
bamboo  shoots  and  the  eggs 
are  also  laid  there,  the  larvae 
tunnelling  in  the  shoots  and 
group. 


Fig.  269.— Rhynchophorus  ferrugineus.  [I.  M.  N.] 


Collecting. — Weevils  are  simply  collected  on  their  foodplants  and  re¬ 
quire  no  special  methods.  The  rarer  species  are  obtained  by  “  beating” 
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bushes,  and  it  is  advisable  to  remember  that  they  often  sham  dead 
and  fall  to  the  ground  when  the  plant  is  shaken.  Larvae  are  to  be 
found  in  every  possible  part  of  the  plant  and  practice  enables  the  col¬ 
lector  to  discern  swollen  twigs  or  branches  in  which  larvae  are  found. 
They  are  not  difficult  to  rear  and  almost  any  part  of  a  plant  is  worth 
investigating  for  weevil  grubs.  The  rarer  species  are  obtained  in  this 
way  and  there  is  no  better  collecting  method  than  to  search  systema¬ 
tically  among  wild  plants.  Benzene  is  the  best  killing  agent  and  the 
weevils  keep  well  until  required  to  be  set. 

Brenthim;. 


Antennce  straight ,  nine  or  eleven-pointed.  A  horizontal  rostrum, 
usually  long.  Tarsi  pilose  beloiv.  Body  elongate. 


A  family  closely  allied  to  the  Curculionids  but  usually  of  more 
elongate  and  linear  form.  They  are  usually  bare,  shining,  of  dull 
browns  and  ferruginous  tints.  The 
males  in  some  cases  have  large  curved 
mandibles  or  expanded  and  toothed 
fore  femur  and  tibia.  The  habits  of 
but  few  are  known  and  none  of  these 
appear  to  be  Indian.  In  general,  they 
are  wood-boring  or  found  in  decaying 
wood.  They  are  chiefly  tropical  and 
well  represented  in  the  forests  of  the 
East.  There  are  two  sub-divisions  : 

Antennae  eleven-jointed.  Brenthince. 

,,  nine  ,,  Ulocerince. 

There  are  about  twenty  recorded 
Indian  species,  but  the  family  has  been 
greatly  neglected.  Several  species 
are  common  in  the  plains,  in  some 
of  which  there  appears  to  be  a  consi-  Fig.  270.  -Orychodes  sp.  x  4. 
derable  amount  of  sexual  differentia¬ 
tion  in  respect  of  the  head  and  rostrum.  The  family  is  listed  by 
Yon  Schonfeldt  in  Genera  Insectorum  (1908),  who  enumerates 
10  species  from  India  exclusive  of  Burmah  and  Ceylon,  the  small 
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number  of  species  recorded  being  apparently  due  to  errors  of  geog¬ 
raphy  in  the  earliest  describers  of  species. 

Calodromus  Mellyi  G-uer.,  CalUpareius  foveatus  Senna,  Cerohates 
canaliculatus  Mo.,  Symmorphocems  cardoni  Senna,  Prophthalmus . 
delesserti  :Pow.,  P.  obscums  Pow.,  P.  potens  Lac.,  Baryrhynchm  miles 
Boh.,  Eupsalis  tmncatus  Boh.,  Orychodes  pusillus  Oliv.,  are  the  known 
Indian  species. 

ScOLYTIBiE . 

Rostrum  short  or  absent.  Antennce  short,  elbowed ,  dubbed.  Tarsi 
apparently  four -jointed,  filiform ,  third  joint  entire  or 
bilobed,  not  elongated . 

A  family  closely  allied  to  some  of  the  Ourculionidae  in  structure 
but  distinct  in  the  almost  total  absence  of  the  rostrum  and  in  their 


Fig.  271.— Xyleborus  fornicatus  [I.  M.  N.]. 


habits.  Most  are  elongated  and  cylindrical,  of  small  size  and  of  the 
dull  brown  or  black  colour  common  to  beetles  which  live  in  darkness. 
The  antennas  are  short,  sometimes  with  twelve  joints  (funiele  1,  scape  7 
club,  4),  sometimes  with  as  few  as  three.  '  (Fig.  193.) 
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Owing  to  their  peculiar  habits  a  great  deal  has  been  learnt  of  these 
insects  since  they  are  of  extreme  importance  in  forestry.  Nearly  all 
are  borers  in  woody  tissues,  but  few  living  in  green  tissues  (the  Sco- 
lytid  that  bores  in  the  shoots  of  the  common  plant  Vinca  rosea ,  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  does  not  seem  to  occur  in  India  though  the  plant 
does).  Owing  to  the  destruction  they  cause  in  forestry,  the  group  has 
been  extremely  carefully  studied  elsewhere  and  the  student  will  find 
full  details  in  works  on  the  forest  insects  of  America  and  Europe. 
Their  peculiar  habits,  especially  in  regard  to  sex,  some  being  poly¬ 
gamous,  some  monogamous,  the  extreme  ingenuity  of  their  system  of 
tunnelling  and  the  fact  that  in  some  their  food  consists  not  of  wood  but 
of  the  fruiting  bodies  of  certain  fungi,  which  they  themselves  (hence 
called  ambrosia  beetles)  cultivate  with  care,  makes  them  a  group  of 
especial  interest.  They  are,  however,  practically  wholly  forest  insects, 
and  occur  almost  entirely  in  the  sub-tropical  hill  forest  areas  of  India. 
No  species  are  of  agricultural  importance,  and  the  typical  wood  and 
bamboo  borers  of  the  plains  are  Bostrichidce  and  not  Scolytidce. 

The  family  include  monogamous  species  and  species  which  are 
pofygamous  ;  in  the  first,  the  female  prepares  a  bore,  then  goes  out 
and  returns  with  a  mate  and  subsequently  makes  tunnels  at  right  angles 
to  her  original  bore  ;  each  tunnel  contains  an  egg  and  the  male  remains 
in  the  original  tunnel.  Such  tunnels  may  be  in  one  plane,  since  there 
is  only  one  branching,  and  they  may  be  contained  in  the  bark  only.  In 
polygamous  species,  the  male  makes  the  first  burrow,  the  females 
gathering  in  it  and  each  making  a  tunnel  from  it ;  from  these  they  make 
other  tunnels,  in  each  of  which  eggs  are  laid.  Of  these  tunnels,  some 
must  be  horizontal  and  some  vertical  and  they  extend  into  the  wood  since 
the  narrow  bark  will  not  accommodate  them.  Thus  in  the  first  case, 
the  borings  are  simple,  only  a  coupling  burrow  (made  by  the  female) 
and  larval  burrows  at  right  angles  (the  larvae  on  becoming  beetles  bur¬ 
rowing  straight  out  to  the  bark)  ;  in  the  second,  they  are  complex  and 
consist  of  the  coupling  tunnel,  the  mother  tunnels  at  right  angles  each 
made  by  one  female,  and  at  right  angles  in  another  plane  the  egg- 
tunnels  ;  the  system  become  so  complex  that  air  holes  may  be  made 
to  the  bark  by  the  mothers.  In  the  different  species  the  tunnels  vary 
and  the  individual  kinds  are  too  complex  to  be  noticed  here. 
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The  life-histories  of  many  species  are  known  and  something  is  known 
of  Indian  species.  Works  on  forest  insects  must  be  consulted  for 
details.  The  chapter  on  Scolytidse  in  Gillander’s  ‘‘Forest  Entomo¬ 
logy  55  (1908)  should  be  consulted  as  giving  an  excellent  resume  of  the 
family.  Over  50  ‘  Indian  ’  species  have  been  described  by  Motschulsky, 
Blandford,  Eichhoff  and  others. 

"The  family  is  divided  into  two  according  to  the  tarsi  : — 

First  tarsal  joint  shorter  than  the  remainder  together  ..  Scolytince. 
First  tarsal  joint  —  the  remainder  . .  . .  Platypince. 

The  Scolytince  are  divided  into  three  sub-families,  Scolytini,  Hyle- 
sini,  Tomidini  ;  all  are  represented  in  Indian  forests.  We  may  mention 
Xyleborus  perforans,  Woll.,  reported  some  years  ago  as  attacking  beer 
casks  in  India  and  which  is  known  to  live  in  sugar-cane  in  the  West 
Indies,  where  it  however  attacks  only  diseased  cane.  The  mother 
beetle  makes  a  tunnel  in  which  she  lays  eggs,  the  larvae  feeding 
on  fungus  hyphae  in  the  cane  and  not  boring  themselves.  (See  Bland¬ 
ford,  Kew  Bulletin,  September,  1890,  April,  1892.)  X.  fornicatus,  Eichh., 
attacks  tea  in  Ceylon  (Indian  Museum  Notes,  III,  57),  and  Assam  ;  its 
presence  is  associated  with  a  fungus  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  it  is 
also  an  “  ambrosia  ’  ’  beetle,  cultivating  the  fungus  for  its  own  food 
and  for  that  of  its  larvae.  Of  the  Platypince,  Platydactyclus  (Eccotop- 
terus)  sexspinosus,  Motsch.,  was  reported  as  burrowing  in  the  stalk  of 
rice  in  Burmah.  This  observation  has  not  been  confirmed.  The 
species  is  described  by  Blandford  in  Indian  Museum  Notes  (III,  p.  64). 
Platypus  pilifrons,  Chap.,  and  P.  sordidus,  Wlk.,  occur  in  the  plains.  The 
Platypince  are  in  some  cases  known  to  be  ambrosia  beetles. 


Stylopim;. 

These  aberrant  Coleoptera  are  of  uncertain  position.  We  are  not 
aware  that  any  are  definitely  recorded,  but  Horne,  in  his  notes  on 
the  habits  of  Indian  Aculeate  Hymenoptera,  states  that  many  females 
of  Polistes  kebrceus  contain  Stylops  in  the  second  abdominal  seg¬ 
ment.  It  is  recorded  that  the  genus  Polistes  is  the  host  of  Xenos,  a 
genus  in  which  the  female  is  wingless  and  larviform,  the  male  winged 
and  active  ;  that  Xenos  occurs  in  Polistes  kebrceus  in  India  has  been 
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ascertained  recently,  the  male  wasp  showing  the  pupal  cocoon  project¬ 
ing  from  its  abdomen,  as  a  brown  body  which  on  dissection  proved  to 
contain  a  dead  male  of  Xenos.  The  hibernating  females  are  also  in¬ 
fested  and  in  March,  the  female  Xenos,  in  the  body,  yields  abundant 
small  active  larvse  which  apparently  pass  from  the  queens  to  their 
young  in  the  new  nests.  The  first  brood  of  wasps  is  thus  infected  and 
from  them  males  have  been  reared.  The  female  is  a  mere  egg-pro¬ 
ducing  sac  which  lives  always  in  the  wasp  and  is  fertilised  there  by 
the  male,  which  is  winged.  Infection  occurring  thus  in  the  nest, 
there  is  apparently  a  constant  succession  of  broods  ;  some  wasps  con¬ 
tain  as  many  as  three  Xenos ,  which  in  their  mature  or  pupal  condition 
are  readily  visible  as  brown  bodies  attached  at  the  junction  of  two 
abdominal  segments,  This  Xenos  appears  to  be  a  marked  check  on 
Polistes  hebrceus .  a  large  percentage  being  infested  in  some  cases. 


Fig.  272.— Male  of  xenos  from  polistes 
HEBRiEUS.  X  12. 
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PLATE  XXVIII. — Caterpillars. 


g.  1 ,  Junonia  orithyia.  (Nyroplialidie). 

2  ) 

^  j-  Chloridea  obsoleta  (Noctuidse). 

|  Catephia  inquieta  (Noctuidse). 

5.  ) 

6.  Sphingid. 

7.  Glyphodes  psittacalis  (Pyralidai). 

8.  Porthesia  xanthorhoea  (Lymantriidai). 

9.  Bomhyx  mori,  2nd  instar  (Bombycidae). 

10.  Setomorpha  tineoides  (Tineidae). 

p*  |  Cryptophlebia  carpophaga  (Tortricidae), 

13.  Plusia  agramma.  (Nocture). 

14.  Belippa  laieana.  (Limacodidae). 

15.  Bombyx  mori,  full  grown  (Bombycidae) 
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LEPIDOPTERA. 

(Butterflies  and  Moths.) 

Two  pairs  of  large  wings,  of  nearly  equal  size  ;  the  body  and  wings  densely 
clothed  in  hairs  and  scales.  Antennae  of  varied  form,  usually  simple, 
with  a  varying  arrangement  of  cilia,  never  serrate  or  lamellate  or 
bristle-shaped.  Mandibles  absent  (except  Micropterygidae).  mouth- 
parts  in  the  form  of  a  tubular  proboscis  and  palpi 

Metamorphosis  complete,  the  larva  with  short  biting  mouthparts,  with 
two  to  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet,  adapted  to  living  openly  on  plants  or, 
more  rareiy,  in  them.  The  imago  obtains  its  food  from  flowers  or 
plant  sap,  the  larva  is  herbivorous  on  or  in  plants,  very  rarely  pre¬ 
daceous.  In  a  large  number  the  imaginal  life  is  brief  and  no  food  is 
taken;  in  others  it  is  longer  ;  in  all,  the  larval  life  is  comparatively 
long  and  active. 

Lepidoptera  are  recognisable  readily  in  practically  all  stages  and 
the  characters  are  sufficiently  distinct.  They  include  insects  of  small 
size  as  well  as  insects  with  an  enormous  wing  span,  though  of  no 
great  weight.  The  immense  weight  of  chitin  which  characterises 
the  giants  among  the  beetles  is  here  replaced  by  an  extensive  wing 
area,  so  large  that  some  of  the  largest  moths  measure  as  much  as 
eight  to  twelve  inches  across  the  wings. 

There  is  a  far  greater  uniformity  of  structure,  facies  and  appearance 
in  this  order  than  in  any  other  and,  except  in  cases  where  members  of 
other  orders  are  deliberately  mimicked,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
immediate  recognition  in  the  field  of  a  butterfly  or  moth  both  in  the  lar¬ 
val,  pupal  and  imaginal  stage.  Eggs  are  of  three  main  types,  the  upright 
domeshaped  butterfly  egg,  the  rounded  moth  egg,  the  flat  scale-like  egg 
of  the  Microlepidopteron,  the  first  two  being  often  sculptured,  the  last 
reticulate.  Larvse  are  of  one  type,  with  a  distinct  head,  with  three 
pairs  of  legs  and  from  two  to  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet,  with  a  chitinous 
plate  behind  the  head,  with  a  number  of  chitinous  tubercles  on 
each  segment,  which  bear  hairs.  It  is  impossible  to  give  characters  by 
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which  one  may  recognise  every  form  of  larva,  but  it  will  assist  if  we 
mention  some  of  the  more  prominent.  Caterpillars  with  rows  of  spiny 
processes  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  1)  are  Nymphalidce ;  rather  flattened 
“  onisciform  ”  larvse,  densely  clothed  in  short  hair  are  Lyccenidce  (Plate 
XXXII),  smooth  caterpillars  with  a  distinct  neck  ar e  Hesperiidoe  (Plate 
XXXIII),  smooth  caterpillars  with  smooth  processes  on  the  head  or  body 
are  PapilionidcB  /  uniformly  hairy  caterpillars  are  Arctiidce  or  Eupterotidce, 
smooth  caterpillars  with  few  short  hairs  are  Noctuidce  (Plate  XXVIII, 
figs.  2 — 5)  ;  semi-loopers  are  also  of  this  family  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  13), 
whilst  true  loopers  with  two  pairs  of  suckerfeet  are  Geometridce ;  large 
caterpillars  with  an  anal  horn  or  a  bulbous  prot'horax  (Plate  XXVIII, 
fig.  6)  are  SpMngidce ;  hairy  caterpillars  with  erect  tufts  are 
Lymantriidce  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  8),  with  lateral  tufts  are  Lasiocampidce 
(Plate  XLVI).  Caterpillars,  smooth  or  spiny,  in  which  the  lower 
surface  is  a  gliding  surface  are  Limacodidce  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  10). 
Smaller  caterpillars  with  few  short  hairs  and  hooks  on  the  suckerfeet  in 
a  circle  are  Pyralidce  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  7),  Tineidce  (Plate  XXVIII, 
fig.  10)  or  Tortricidce  (Plate  XXVIII,  figs.  11,  12).  Large  caterpillars 
with  hair-bearing  processes  are  Saturniidce  (Plate  XLII).  Figures  of 
all  these  types  are  given  below,  and  a  glance  through  the  figures  will 
show  that  there  are  distinct  types  but  that  they  do  not  clearly  delimit 
the  families  as  other  characters  do,  and  vary  very  greatly  in  the  limits 
of  a  large  family  like  Noctuidce-  in  accordance  with  habits. 

The  pupa  is  brown,  the  appendages  usually  firmly  fastened  to  the 
body  and  not  free,  the  parts  not  movable  with  the  exception  of  some  of 
the  abdominal  segments ;  an  important  character  is  the  nature  of  the 
hooks  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  which  secure  the  pupa  in  the  cocoon 
and  enable  the  moth  to  emerge.  Resistance  to  weather  is  the  object  of 
the  Lepidopterous  pupa  and  it  is  of  a  firmly  chitinised  and  well  protected 
kind.  As  a  rule,  a  cocoon  of  silk,  alone  or  with  extraneous  matter,  or  of 
agglutinated  soil,  is  formed  before  pupation. 

There  are  three  devices  in  the  imago  for  locking  the  wings,  both  pairs 
being  functional  in  flight.  (1)  The  frenulum,  a  stiff  bristle  or  group  of 
hairs  on  the  base  of  the  anterior  margin  of  the  hind  wing  which  engage 
in  a  catch  or  group  of  bristles  ( retinaculum )  on  the  lower  surface  of  the 
forewing  ;  this  is  found  in  most  Lepidoptera.  (2)  Expanded  basal  area 
of  anterior  edge  of  hindwing ;  found  in  Rhopalocera  ;  Lasiocampidce , 
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Pterothrysanidce ,  Endromidce ,  Chrysopolomid ce,  Arbelidce,  Perophorid  ce, 
Ratardidce. ,  etc.  (3)  The  Jugum,  a  membranous  or  spine-like  process  from 
the  base  of  the  hind  edge  of  the  forewing,  passing  under  the  hindwing 
and  holding  it  between  the  jugum  and  forewing ;  found  in  Hepialidce  and 
Micropterygidce. 

Classification. — It  is  unfortunate  that  no  uniform  system  of  classi¬ 
fication  has  yet  been  universally  adopted  which  can  be  readily  followed 
in  all  systematic  works  and  text  books.  For  the  Indian  student,  it  is 
necessary  to  remark  that  we  are  unable  to  follow  the  classification 
and  order  of  the  Moth  Volumes  of  the  Fauna  of  India,  since  the  author 
is  now  producing  a  revised  classification  which  must  sooner  or  later  be 
adopted  in  the  Fauna  of  India  Volumes.  For  the  present  time,  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  follow  the  Fauna  ;  a  year  hence  the  later  classifi¬ 
cation  may  have  replaced  it  and,  in  this  dilemma,  we  have  followed  the 
order  of  the  new  classification.  (Hampson,  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera 
Phalaense,  Vol.  I.)  This  is  also  confusing  as  it  is  not  the  order  followed 
in  Sharp’s  Insects ;  but  we  have  tried  to  reduce  the  inconvenience  by 
listing  the  new  order  with  page  references  to  the  Fauna  of  India  Volumes. 
It  is,  however,  desirable  to  retain  the  old  division  of  Butterflies  and 
Moths  and  we  have  done  so.  (In  the  list,  families  named  in  italics  are 
not  known  in  India.  ) 


No. 

Vol. 

No. 

Vol. 

1. 

Syntomidge. 

10 

I,  p.  209. 

18. 

Psychilge. 

12 

I,  p.  2S9. 

2. 

Arctiidse. 

24 

11.  p.  1. 

19. 

Heterogynidce. 

3. 

Agaristidge. 

25 

II,  p.  148. 

20. 

Arbelidge. 

14 

I.  p.  314. 

4. 

Noctuidse. 

26 

II.  p.  160. 

21. 

Argyrotypidce. 

5. 

Pterothysanidse. 

21 

I,  p.  430. 

22. 

Ratardidge. 

I,  p.  493. 

6. 

Lymantriidse. 

22 

I,  p.  432. 

23. 

Cossidgc. 

13 

I,  p.  304. 

7. 

Hypsidge. 

23 

I,  p.  495. 

24. 

Lasiocampidge. 

20 

I,  p.  402. 

8. 

Sphingidse. 

5 

I,  p.  65. 

25. 

Endromidce. 

9. 

Cymatophoridge. 

7 

I,  p.  177. 

26. 

Chrysopolomidce. 

10.  Eupterotidse. 

4 

I,  p.  41. 

27. 

Perophoridce. 

11. 

Notodontidge. 

6 

I,  p.  124. 

28. 

Megalopygidcv. 

12. 

Geometridse. 

30 

Ill,  p.  138. 

29. 

Litnacodidgc. 

19 

I,  p,  371. 

13. 

Saturniidge. 

1 

I,  p.  12. 

30. 

Dalceridce. 

14. 

Bombycida*. 

3 

I,  p.  31. 

31. 

Neocastniidge. 

12a 

IV,  p.  471. 

15. 

Brahrageidge. 

2 

I,  p.  29. 

32. 

Castniidce. 

16. 

Ceratocampida;. 

33. 

Nymphalidge.  Butter- 

flies. 

I 

17. 

Uraniidge.  27-28-29 

Ill,  p.107  137. 

34. 

Satyridge, 

5  > 

I. 
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No. 

Vol. 

i 

35.  Pieridse. 

Butter¬ 

flies. 

II. 

44. 

Thyrididae. 

18 

I,  P, 

36.  Lycaenidso. 

„  11,111. 

45. 

Pyralidae. 

IV,  p. 

37.  Ericinida?. 

,, 

I. 

46. 

Orneodidse, 

38.  Papilionidae. 

» » 

II. 

47. 

Pterophoridse. 

39.  Hesperiidse. 

,, 

III. 

48. 

Sesiidae. 

8 

I,  P. 

40.  En  sc  hem  onide.e . 

49. 

Tortricidae. 

41.  Zygajnidse. 

11 

I,  p.  228. 

50. 

Tineidse. 

42.  Callidulidae. 

16 

I,  p.  322. 

51. 

Hepialidse. 

15 

I,  p. 

43.  Drepanidae. 

17 

I,  p.  326. 

52. 

Micropteryidce. 

We  give  the  diagnosis  of  each  family  in  terms  of  the  venation  as  in 
Hampson ;  but  it  is  not  possible,  unless  one  already  knows  the  venation 
well,  to  simply  use  this  diagnosis ;  to  the  systematist  familiar  with  the  terms 
used,  the  diagnosis  is  useful  for  reference  ;  to  the  general  student  nothing 
but  careful  study  with  the  Fauna  and  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera 
Phalsenae  will  make  this  diagnosis  of  any  use  and  we  refer  the  worker  who 
wishes  to  identify  specimens  to  these  volumes.  For  this  reason  also 
we  give  no  explanation  of  the  venation  or  terms,  since  the  whole  art  of 
using  them  depends  on  a  knowledge  of  the  interpretation  put  on  them  by 
systematists,  which  is  quite  different  from  that  of  ordinary  people. 


Fi^.  273.—' Venation  of  Cossid  fore  wing,  Fig.  274.  —  Venation  of  Lepidoptera. 

He  pi  a  lid  hind  wing.  (  A  fter  Hampson.) 

(  After  Hampson.) 
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RHOPALOCERA.  —  Butterflies. 

Day  flying  insects,  the  antennce  knobbed  at  the  tip.  No  frenulum, 
the  costal  nervure  arched  at  the  base. 

The  butterflies  are  familiar  to  everyone  from  their  large  size,  their 
bright  colours,  their  sunshine-loving  habits.  Whilst  most  are  clearly 
distinct  from  the  moths,  these  distinctions  are  not  easily  defined,  and  the 
fundamental  distinction  lies  in  the  wings.  In  Rhopalocera,  the  hindwing 
has  a  projecting  shoulder  at  the  base,  which  fits  under  the  forewing,  thereby 
securing  the  rigidity  of  both  wings  together.  This  fact  can  be 
expressed  by  saying  that  the  costal  nervure  is  arched,  as  it  is  to  support  this 
shoulder.  In  Heterocera,  the  wings  are  held  together  by  the  frenulum, 
a  bristle  or  tuft  which  projects  forward  from  the  hindwing  and  fits  into 
a  pocket  on  the  under  surface  of  the  forewing,  or  the  jugum,  a  projection 
from  the  posterior  edge  of  the  fore  wing.  The  costal  vein  is  not  arched 
and  moths  are  said  to  be  frenulate  or  jugate.  The  distinction  between 
moths  and  butterflies  is  a  useful  one  but  hardly  an  accurate  one  and 
there  is  little  need  to  discuss  its  value. 

The  butterflies  are  eminently  a  group  that  love  the  densely  forested 
hills  where  vegetation  is  abundant  and  varied,  where  rain  falls  abundantly, 
producing  a  continual  greenness.  Few  are  found  in  the  dry  cultivated 
plains,  where  foodplants  are  scarce,  where  there  are  long  periods  of  drought 
and  little  shelter.  Those  that  are  of  wide  distribution  are  grass-feeding 
species,  species  that  have  widely  scattered  foodplants  among  the  wild 
shrubs  or  flowering  plants,  or  which  feed  on  a  cultivated  plant.  The 
ideal  place  for  butterflies  is  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills  well  clothed  with 
forest,  with  a  sub -tropical  climate  and  an  elevation  not  over  three  to 
four  thousand  feet.  Here  butterflies  attain  their  greatest  development 
and  few  places  are  richer  than  such  localities  in  India.  Fortunately 
these  insects  may  be  omitted  in  this  place.  Our  concern  is  only  with 
the  few  very  common  ones  likely  to  be  found  generally  distributed 
over  the  plains  and  which  are  abundant  in  the  bare  cultivated  areas. 

Almost  all  butterflies  have  a  similar  life-history.  The  eggs  are  laid 
on  the  foodplant,  singly  or  in  clusters.  The  larvae  have  five  pairs  of 
suckerfeet,  and  feed  openly  on  the  leaf  on  plant  tissue.  Pupation  takes 
place  on  the  plant,  openly,  with  no  cocoon.  The  eggs  are  rounded,  up¬ 
right,  with  the  micropyle  at  the  top  as  in  the  greater  number  of  the  moths. 
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They  are  laid  singly  as  a  rule,  a  few  (e.g.,  Delias  eucharis)  laying  them  in 
rows.  The  egg  hatches,  the  larva  eats  the  egg  shell  and  commences  to 
feed  on  the  living  plant  tissue.  Most  are  solitary,  a  few  (Pierids)  grega¬ 
rious.  Nearly  all  have  the  usual  cylindrical  form,  tapering  a  little  at  head 
and  tail ;  some  are  fusi-form,  short,  robustly  built  and  unlike  a  caterpil¬ 
lar  ( Lycoenidce ) ;  others  have  a  conspicuous  neck  ( Hesperiidce )  and  in 
some  the  head  is  noticeably  small  (Pieridce).  The  body  is  clothed 
with  erect  spiny  processes  in  many,  in  others  with  long  procumbent 
appendages,  or  with  long  processes  on  head  or  anal  segment. 

When  full-fed  the  larva  pupates  openly  on  the  plant ;  it  may  simply 
hang  by  the  tail  ( Nymphalidce ),  or  be  fixed  by  the  tail  with  a  thread 
round  it ;  in  the  latter  case,  it  may  be  horizontal  or  with  the  head  upwards 
(. Lycanidce ),  or  hang  freely  in  the  loop,  head  upwards  (Pieridce  and 
Papilionidce).  Finally  it  may  be  free  in  leaves  rolled  or  drawn  together 
(Hesperiidce). 

The  length  of  the  life-history  varies  and  the  number  of  broods  in  the 
year  differs  with  the  species  ;  these  insects  are  dependent  for  their  season 
on  their  foodplant  and  the  caterpillar  is  found  when  the  young  shoots  are 
put  out  or  when  the  young  leaves  are  available.  For  most  this  period 
covers  the  latter  half  of  the  rains  and  two  months  after,  but  many  breed 
also  in  the  early  hot  weather,  which  is  the  spring  for  many  plants.  Two 
to  three  broods  a  year  is  the  most  usual  and  the  imagos  live  for  long 
periods  before  they  are  able  to  lay  eggs.  Hibernation  takes  place  in  every 
stage  even  the  egg  and,  in  the  plains,  many  hibernate  as  imagos.  The 
relative  length  of  the  stages  varies  according  to  the  stage  in  which  hiber¬ 
nation  or  a  stivation  is  passed,  either  of  the  four  being  prolonged.  The 
imago  as  a  rule  is  longlived  and  feeds  upon  the  nectar  of  flowers. 

In  the  plains,  butterflies  are  found  practically  all  the  year  and  most 
are  two  brooded  ;  there  is  a  brood  in  July- August,  produced  by  the  eggs 
laid  in  June  and  a  later  brood  from  the  butterflies  that  emerge  in  August. 
This  latter  hibernates  and  may  live  through  the  hot  weather  if  its  food- 
plant  be  not  available.  The  student  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  does 
not  apply  to  all  the  plains  species,  nor  to  the  group  as  a  whole  ;  some 
plains  species  breed  freely  in  March-May  if  their  foodplant  be  available, 
as,  for  instance,  those  on  irrigated  crops  or  fruit  trees  ;  nor  does  this  apply 
to  the  abundant  hill  and  forest  species ;  though  much  is  written  about 
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these,  we  are  not  aware  that  any  author  has  yet  dealt  with  this  point  fully 
for  any  family  of  butterflies  in  India. 

The  butterflies  are  extremely  well  known,  and  far  more  is  written 
about  them  than  other  insects  in  India.  Their  life -histories  have  been 
worked  out  to  a  far  larger  extent  than  have  those  of  other  families  and  a 
great  mass  of  information  exists  about  this  group.  Bingham’s  volumes 
in  the  Fauna  enable  every  species  to  be  identified  and  fix  the  nomen¬ 
clature,  we  trust,  for  many  years.  De  Niceville  and  Marshalls’  Indian 
butterflies  gives  an  account  of  the  species  of  the  Indian  region,  and  it  is 
necessary  only  to  deal  here  with  the  species  common  in  the  plains  ;  the 
student  will  find  ample  details  in  the  above  volumes.  For  Pieridce  and 
Papilionidce ,  the  second  volume  of  Butterflies  in  the  Fauna  should  be 
used  or  the  many  papers  published  in  India.  A  synopsis  of  the  Hesperiidce 
has  been  recently  published  in  Genera  Insectorum,  but  Elwes  and  Watson’s 
papers  and  those  of  Doherty  must  be  consulted.  The  pages  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Bombay  Natural  History  Society  contain  abundant  informa¬ 
tion  and  most  readable  articles ;  the  descriptions  of  caterpillars  by  Bell, 
Davidson,  Aitken,  and  de  Niceville  are  of  extreme  value.  For  descrip¬ 
tions  as  for  all  identification  and  synonymy,  the  volumes  of  the  Fauna 
of  India  by  Bingham  are  taken  as  the  latest  authority  and  these  are  indis¬ 
pensable  to  students  of  this  sub-order,  who  wish  to  be  able  to  identify 
their  specimens.  The  student  should  consult  also  the  late  Mr.  L.  C.  H. 
Young’s  papers  on  the  common  butterflies  of  India  in  the  Bombay 
Journal  for  1906-7,  the  beautiful  plates  of  which  will  enable  him  to 
identify  the  plains  species  of  Nymphalidce ;  these  are  being  continued  by 
Mr.  T.  R.  Bell. 

For  the  recognition  of  our  few  species,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss 
the  fundamental  structural  details  that  underlie  the  family  distinctions. 
There  are  six  families  of  which  one  ( Nemeobiidce ,  Lemoniidce,  Erycinidce) 
we  may  omit. 

The  Nymphalidce  have  the  forelegs  reduced  in  both  sexes  and  not 
used  for  walking.  They  include  the  majority  of  the  butterflies.  The 
Lyccenidce,  Blues  and  Hairstreaks,  are  small  insects,  the  male  tarsus  of 
only  one  joint,  long.  The  Pieridce ,  Whites  and  Sulphurs,  have  all  the  legs 
similar,  the  claws  bifid  or  toothed.  The  Papilionidce,  Swallow  Tails, 
are  the  large  butterflies  and  are  distinguished  by  having  all  the  legs  well 
developed  with  large  simple j  claws.  The  Hesperiidce,  Skippers,  are 
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smaller,  the  antennae  hooked  rather  than  knobbed,  the  body  robust, 
the  flight  quick. 

Students  of  Indian  Insects  who  may  have  made  collections  in  this 
sub -order  will  perhaps  be  surprised  that  so  few  species  are  mentioned ; 
we  may  remind  them  that  we  have  attempted  to  deal  with  every  family 
in  due  proportion  and  were  we  to  discuss  each  family  in  proportion 
to  what  is  known  of  them,  then  the  section  on  this  sub-order  would  be  a 
very  large  one.  The  species  mentioned  are  literally  those  common  in 
the  cultivated  plains  of  India  and  a  student  who  knows  the  little  there 
is  here  knows  as  much,  relatively,  of  these  insects  as  is  necessary  to  him. 

Collecting. — The  common  species  mentioned  below  are  often  obtain¬ 
able  best  as  caterpillars  on  their  foodplants ;  perfect  specimens  can  then 
be  reared  and  properly  set.  As  with  moths,  specimens  caught  on  tour 
can  be  put  up  in  triangular  papers  and  packed  in  boxes.  Relaxing  and 
setting  requires  care  and  is  best  deferred  till  a  number  can  be  properly 
relaxed  and  set  at  one  time.  A  little  Acetic  acid  should  be  put  in 
the  relaxing  box  to  avoid  discolouration.  As  with  all  caterpillars, 
“  blowing  5  is  the  best  process  for  preservation.  Except  in  Lyccenidce 
there  is  little  to  be  done  in  the  plains  compared  with  other  groups  and 
we  would  recommend  no  one  to  devote  time  to  this  group,  beyond 
rearing  and  becoming  familiar  with  the  common  forms. 

Nymphalim:. 

Forelegs  reduced ,  the  male  with  one ,  the  female  with  five  tarsal  joints 
without  claw.  Fupa  suspended  from  the  tail.  Larva  usually  with 
spiny  processes  on  head  and  tail  or  on  each  segment . 

There  is  a  characteristic  facies  in  the  species  of  each  family  except 
this,  which  renders  the  identification  of  this  family  easy  in  the  field,  any 
butterfly  not  evidently  one  of  the  latter  groups,  falling  probably 
into  this  one  ;  in  the  few  instances  when  this  fails,  the  legs  must  be 
examined.  Nymphalids  are  usually  large  butterflies  of  bright  colouring 
with  distinctly  sunshine-loving  habits  in  all  but  one  subfamily,  the 
Satyrince.  Many  have  warning  colouring  associated  with  unpleasant 
taste  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  birds  and  insectivorous 
animals  will  refuse  these  ;  others  deliberately  mimic  these,  and  thereby 
escape  the  fate  that  their  edibleness  should  bring  on  them ;  a  few 
have  distinctly  Deceptive  Colouring  (page  90),  while  the  colours  of  a 
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number  bear  no  obvious  interpretation  in  our  eyes  but  may  have  a 
protective  value ;  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  always  to  seek  out  the 


Fig,  275.— Danais  limniace. 


value  of  the  colour  scheme  in  insects  and  it  would  be  nice  to  think 
that  butterflies  are  simply  beautiful  to  be  beautiful ;  it  is,  however,  at 
the  least  likely  that  with  beauty  is  combined  some  measure  of 
practical  use,  and  we  may  not  unreasonably  believe  that  the  diverse 
colouring  of  most  Nymphalids  blends  generally  with  the  light  and 
shade  of  a  mass  of  vegetation  particularly  when  they  are  regarded  from 
the  birds’  elevation  and  not  from  our  level  on  the  ground.  Thaxter’s 
article  in  Transactions  of  the  Entomological  Society,  1903,  p.  553, 
is  worth  perusal  in  this  connection.  Many  butterflies  of  this  family 
exhibit  what  has  been  called  “  bird-misleading  colouration,”  the  large 
distinct  colour-marks  on  the  wings  diverting  the  bird’s  aim  for  the  head 
or  body  and  so  enabling  the  pursued  to  escape  with  only  a  bit  taken 
out  of  its  wing. 

The  life -history  so  far  as  known  is  in  general  the  same  throughout 
the  group.  Eggs  are  laid  singly  on  the  foodplant,  the  larva  that 
hatches  feeding  on  the  green  tissues  of  the  foodplant.  While  there 
is  no  definite  means  of  identifying  a  Nymphalid  larva  in  every  case,  the 
majority  are  of  cylindrical  form,  with  a  distinct  head,  the  body  provided 
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with  processes  which  are  usually  branched.  The  pupa  is  suspended 

from  the  hind  end  without  a  girdle.  The  number  of  broods  varies  but 

is  usually  two,  rarely  four  or  more.  The 

remarks  under  the  sub -order  apply  to  this 

.  Very  few  are  pests ;  Melanitis  ismene 

Cram,  on  rice,  Ergolis  merione  on  castor, 

and  very  rarely  Junonia  almana  in  swarms 

of  other  caterpillars  are  the  only  ones 

known.  Like  other  Lepidoptera,  these  suffer 

from  the  attacks  of  parasites,  both  Hymenop- 

.  _ .  .  -i  .  i  ,  Fig.  276.— Danais  limniace 

terous  and  Dipterous,  and  the  principal  EGG 

check  on  their  increase,  next  to  food 

supply,  is  this  factor.  It  is  difficult  to  rear  any  species  without  getting 
parasites. 

The  family  is  divided  into  six  sub-families,  which  need  not  be  noticed 
here  as  so  few  of  the  many  species  come  within  the  limits  of  our  fauna. 
The  student  will  find  fuller  details  in  Bingham’s  volume  of  the  fauna  of 
India  or  de  Niceville’s  volumes. 

Danaince .  Danais  is  perhaps  the  most  common  genus,  with  three 
species  found  throughout  the  plains  in  suitable  localities.  Like  Euploea, 
the  male  has  two  protrusible  brushes  of  hair  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen 
and  a  pouch  on  the  hind  wing,  connected  with  the  production  of  scent. 

Danais  plexippus ,  Linn.,  is  discussed  by  de  Niceville  as  D.  genutia, 
Cram.  The  butterfly  is  figured  there ;  it  is  orange-brown,  with  black  mar- 


Fig.  277.— Danais  plexippus  fullgrown  larva. 

gins  containing  white  spots,  the  veins  heavily  marked  with  black.  Its 
larva  is  black,  each  segment  with  streaks  and  spots  of  white  and  yellow, 
and  there  are  three  pairs  oc  black  processes,  on  the  meta- thorax,  third 


N  YMPHALlDiE . 


407 


abdominal  and  ninth  abdominal  segments.  Wild  Asclepiads  are  its 
food  and  the  pupa  is  suspended  as  is  usual  in  the  group.  The  pupa  is 
green  with  metallic  silvery  and  golden  spots. 

Danais  chrysippus ,  Linn.  ,  is  similar  the  veins  not  marked  with  black  ; 
its  larva  is  grey  with  five  black  and  a  yellow  band  on  each  segment 

and  a  yellow  lateral  stripe ; 
there  are  three  pairs  of  pro¬ 
cesses,  of  which  the  pair  on  the 
meta-thorax  are  the  longer ; 
the  chrysalis  is  light- green  or 
pink,  with  golden  spots  on  the 
anterior  (lower)  end,  and  a 
golden  black-bordered  line 
round  the  posterior  (upper) 
end ;  the  foodplant  is  the 
common  Ak  (Calotropis  spp).  De  Niceville  and  Marshall  speak  of 
this  as  “  the  commonest  and  most  widely  spread  of  all  the  Indian 
butterflies.”  In  the  plains  it  is  common  throughout  the  year,  abundant 
especially  in  November. 

Danais  limniace ,  Cram.,  is  black  with  very  faintly  blue  markings 
as  shown  in  fig.  275.  It  is  likely  to  be  confused  with  D.  septentrionis , 


Fig.  278.— Danais  limniace  pup.®. 


Fig.  279.— Euplcea  core. 
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Butl.,  in  which  the  markings  are  smaller  and  bluer.  Its  larva,  which 
has  but  two  pairs  of  processes,  is  yellow-white  with  transverse  black 
bars  and  a  yellow  lateral  line;  the  pupa  (fig.  278)  is  green  with  golden 
spots  at  the  anterior  end,  and  a  serrate  metallic  band  at  the  posterior 
end.  It  also  feeds  on  Calotropis  and  Bell  found  it  on  Dregea  voluhilis. 
Like  the  last  it  is  common  throughout  India  and,  with  it,  one  of  the 
commonest  insects  met  with  in  Indian  gardens.  Euplcea  is  represented 
by  several  species,  but  one  of  which  is  sufficiently  widespread  to 
deserve  mention  here.  E.  core ,  Cram.,  is  dark  brown,  paler  towards 
the  outer  margin  with  a  double  series  of  white  spots  in  this  paler  area. 
The  caterpillar  is  described  as  lilac  above,  deep  brown  below,  with 
transverse  black  bands  to  each  segment ;  there  are  four  pairs  of 
processes,  an  anteriorly  directed  pair  on  the  mesothorax,  and  others 
on  the  metathorax,  third  and  ninth  abdominal  segments.  The  food- 
plants  are  said  to  be  Oleander,  Ficus  bengalensis ,  Ficus  glomerata  and 
Cryptolepis  pauci  flora.  The  distribution  in  India  is  given  as  tc  suitable 
localities  throughout  the  continent.  ”  The  male  of  this  species,  if 
captured  living,  will  protrude  the  anal  brushes,  tufts  of  buff  hair  on 
conical  fleshy  processes,  a  pleasant  aromatic  odour  being  diffused  from 
them. 

Satyrinoe  are  regarded  by  Hampson  as  a  distinct  family,  the  base  of 
vein  12  of  the  forewing  being  dilated  ;  they  include  the  dusky  butterflies 
found  under  trees  which  have  that  curious  flitting  flight  and  the  habit 
of  suddenly  settling  with  closed  wings  and  turning  to  an  angle  with  the  per¬ 
pendicular,  suggesting  a  blowing  leaf.  Mr.  Green  has  remarked  of  one 
that  it  turned  at  an  angle  so  as  not  to  throw  a  shadow.  They  are 
characteristic  insects  and  in  their  habits  clearly  distinct  from  the  sunshine- 
loving  Danainoe. 

Mycalesis  includes  the  common  M.  perseus ,  Fabr.,  which  is  taken 
to  include  M.  hlasius,  Fabr.,  the  former  being  the  dry-season  form,  the 
latter  the  wet-season  form.  The  butterfly  is  a  deep  brown,  with  one 
distinct  and  one  indistinct  ocellus  above  and  with  seven  ocelli  on  the  hind¬ 
wing  and  two  to  four  on  the  forewing  below,  these  ocelli  being  scarcely 
visible  in  the  dry-season  form,  in  which  the  under  surface  is  darker.  There 
is  a  narrow  fascia  of  purple-white  across  both  wings  and  numerous  white 
lines  on  each  side  of  the  ocelli.  The  arrangement  of  the  ocelli  on  the 
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PLATE  XXIX. — Mklamtis  Ismene. 
The  Rice  Butterfly. 


Fig.  1  Eggs,  as  laid  on  leaf. 

,,  2.  Single  egg,  magnified 

,,  3.  Young  larva. 

4.  Full-grown  larva,  in  the  day  resting  attitude. 

,,  5.  Larva  about  to  pupate. 

,,  6.  Pupa. 

7.  Empty  pupa  case. 

J.  Imago. 
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hindwing  distinguishes  it  from  the  nearest  ally,  M.  mineus,  Linn.,  the 
former  having  the  posterior  three  only  in  line,  the  latter  the  posterior  four. 
The  species  is  widely  distributed  in  India  in  the  plains  in  suitable  localities 
and  is  found  almost  throughout  the  year.  The  larvae  are  described  by 
Davidson  and  Aitken,  feeding  on  grasses  and  also  on  rice.  Betham 
records  the  attraction  mohwa  refuse  and  jaggery  have  for  these,  as  for 
other  butterflies,  in  India  ;  the  attraction  presumably  lies  chiefly  in  the 
spirituous  matter  left  in  the  refuse,  just  as  the  rum  is  the  attraction  in  the 
entomologists  “  sugaring  ”  mixture.  We  figure  the  curious  pupa  and 
imago  of  Orsotrioena  meda,  F.,  found  on  rice  in  the  very  moist  areas  of 
India. 


Fig.  280.  — Orsotricen  a  meda, 
pupa.  [F.  M.  H.J 


Fig.  281.- Orsotrioena  meda.  [F.  M.  H.] 


Lethe  euro  fa ,  Fabr.,  is  the  large  dark  brown  butterfly  common  in  the 
plains  of  North  India  ;  the  upperside  in  the  male  has  two  white  spots 
on  the  forewing,  in  the  female  has  a  broad  white  oblique  band  ;  in  both 
sexes  there  is  a  series  of  black  ocelli  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  wings 
towards  the  margin,  with  light  lines  on  the  inner  and  outer  margins.  The 
larva  and  pupa  are  described  by  Davidson  and  Aitken  ;  the  former  is 
green  with  a  single  short  horn  on  the  head  and  feeds  on  dwarf  bamboo 
(Journ.,  Bombay  N.  H.  Soc.  V,  p.  350). 

Ypihima  contains  one  widespread  species  (Y.  hubneri,  Kby.)  out  of  the 
22  known  as  Indian,  as  well  as  two  which  occur  in  the  plains,  /.  baldus , 
Fabr.,  and  Y.  inica ,  Hew.  They  are  smaller  dusky  butterflies  with 
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yellow  ringed  ocelli  on  the  wings,  and  appear  to  be  common  only  in  the 
moister  parts  of  the  continent.  The  larva  of  huhneri  is  described  by 
de  Niceville  as  green,  about  one  inch  long,  with  two  divergent  processes 
from  the  anal  segment  pointing  backwards.  It  feeds  on  grasses. 

Melanitis  ismene,  Cram.,  which  is  taken  to  include M.  leda ,  is  the  large 
deep  brown  butterfly  so  common  round  the  trunks  of  trees  ;  two  or  more 
are  commonly  to  be  seen  flying  round  the  trunks  of  large  shady  trees, 
their  dusky  colouring  and  quick  settling  making  them  difficult  to  see. 
The  upper  surface  is  uniformly  coloured  in  brown,  with  two  large  black 
spots  near  the  apex  of  the  forewing  containing  each  a  white  spot  and 
some  ferruginous  marking.  The  under  surface  is  extremely  variable, 
marked  in  tints  of  brown,  yellow  and  ferruginous  and,  especially  in  the 
dry-season  form,  alike  in  almost  no  two  specimens.  The  resemblance 
to  a  dry  leaf  is  extraordinarily  close,  and  the  resting  attitude,  with  the 
wings  folded,  the  body  rigid  so  as  to  incline  the  wings  at  an  angle  to  the 
ground,  bears  out  this  appearance.  The  larva  feeds  on  rice  and  grasses, 
being  green,  rough  and  wrinkled,  with  two  processes  on  the  head  and  two 
on  the  terminal  segment ;  by  day  it  clings  closely  to  the  leaf  of  the  rice, 
and  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  ;  it  feeds  at  night.  The  butterfly  appears 
to  be  common  throughout  the  plains  and  is  found  through  the  cold  wea¬ 
ther,  there  being,  as  a  rule,  two  broods  in  the  year,  the  butterflies  of  the 
second  living  till  the  following  rains.  (Plate  XXIX.) 

The  Morphince ,  also  known  as  Amatliusiince ,  are  large  butterflies 
often  of  great  beauty,  found  wholly  in  the  moist  hill  forest  areas  of  the 
Himalayas,  Assam,  South  India  and  Burmah.  Not  one  species  comes 
within  our  plains  fauna.  The  group  is  a  small  one,  intermediate 
between  Satyrince  and  Nymphalince,  with  11  Indian  genera.  Stichel  has 
recently  listed  the  known  species  in  “  Genera  Insectorum.  ” 

Nymphalince. — The  largest  of  the  sub -families,  with  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  the  plains  species.  They  are  typically  butterflies  found  flying  in 
the  sunshine,  settling  with  the  wings  open  and  usually  of  bright  colour. 
The  larvae  are  cylindrical  and  usually  provided  with  processes  or  spines. 

Charaxes  is  represented  outside  the  hills  by  C.  fabius,  Fabr.,  a  large 
black  butterfly  with  a  series  of  yellow  spots  forming  a  band  across  both 
wings,  with  a  series  of  smaller  yellow  spots  near  the  margin,  and  with  the 
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PLATE  XXX. — Euthalia  Garuda. 


Fig.  1.  Larva,  x  2. 

„  2.  „  on  leaf  of  mango. 

„  3.  Pupa. 

4.  Imago.  Wings  shown  from  below  on  the  right, 
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liindwing  produced  into  two  slender  tails.  The  larva  is  figured  by  David¬ 
son  and  Aitken  (Journ.,  Bombay  N.  H.  Soc.  V,  p.  278),  who  found  it  feed¬ 
ing  on  tamarind.  The  student  should  consult  these  excellent  papers  for 
information  as  to  the  larvae  of  butterflies,  and  since  this  publication  should 
be  in  every  Library,  we  have  forborne  from  reproducing  the  figures. 
Equally  the  list  of  foodplants  of  Kanara  butterflies  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  (Vol.  LXIX,  p.  187)  should  be  consulted. 

Eutlialia.  Out  of  20  species,  two  of  the  Indian  forms  can  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  widespread  in  the  plains  and  as  likely  to  be  found.  E.  garuda, 
Mo.,  is  a  deep  brown  insect,  the  female  paler  than  the  male,  both  with  dark 
loops  near  the  base  of  the  wings  and,  on  the  forewings,  a  series  of  five 
white  spots  from  the  costa  near  the  middle.  There  is  an  outer  series 
of  black  spots  on  the  hindwing  and  the  under  surface  is  paler  with  nearly 
similar  markings.  The  larva  is  figured  by  de  Niceville  and  was  found 
by  him  feeding  on  mango.  It  is  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  and  striking 
of  all  the  butterfly  caterpillars  and,  while  not  abundant,  is  to  be  found 
on  the  mango  in  most  parts  of  India.  (Plate  XXX.) 

E.  nais,  Forst.,  is  smaller,  the  upper  side  bright  tawny,  with  black 
bands  and  dots.  De  Niceville  remarks  that  it  thrives  best  in  open  and 
moderately  dry  country  ;  the  larva  is  similar  to  that  of  the  above  species 
and  is  described  by  Moore. 

Neptis  eunjnome,  Westw.,  includes  forms  separated  by  de  Niceville  and 
others,  but  regarded  by  Bingham  as  the  same.  On  the  latter  basis,  this 
species  is  widespread  in  India.  The  upper  side  is  black,  with  white  spots  in 
three  oblique  lines  across  both  wings,  with  an  outer  series  of  smaller  ones 
on  the  forewing.  The  under  surface  is  a  deep  rich  red-brown,  with  the 
markings  larger  and  confluent.  The  larva  is  described  as  green  with 
processes  on  the  sides  of  the  third,  fourth,  sixth  and  terminal  segments, 
and  spines  on  the  head. 

In  the  next  species,  Rahinda  hordonia,  Stoll.,  the  markings  are  on 
the  same  plan  but  larger,  confluent,  and  a  bright  tawny  colour  ;  the 
butterfly  is  widespread,  its  larva  feeding  on  Acacia  and  Albizzia  (see 
Bell,  Davidson  and  Aitken,  Journ.,  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  X,  p.  250). 

Cyrestis  thyodamas,  Boisd.,  is  the  sole  common  species  of  this  genus 
and  is  noticeable  chiefly  from  its  remarkable  larva  found  feeding  on  Ficus 
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nemoralis  and  F.  glomerata.  The  student  should  consult  the  papers  of 
de  Niceville  and  F.  W  Mackinon  in  Volume  XI  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Bombay  Natural  History 
Society  for  beautiful  figures 
of  butterfly  larvae,  including 
this  remarkable  species. 

With  Danais,  Junonia  is  the 
common  genus  of  butterfly 
known  to  all  in  India.  The 
numerous  forms  are  abundant 
in  gardens,  and  to  those  who 
appreciate  their  beauty,  it  is 
worth  while  growing  the  blue- 
flowered  Stack ytarpheta  indica ,  which  is  in  itself  so  dull  and  uninterest¬ 
ing,  on  account  of  the  myriads  of  Junonias  which  will  visit  it  in  autumn. 
We  figure  Junonia  almana  ;  the  six  Indian  species  are  all  common  in 
the  plains.  Bingham  gives  the  following  key  to  them  : — 


Fig.  283.— JUNONIA  LEMONIAS. 

a.  Upperside  ground-colour  brown. 

a1.  Forewing  without  yellow  spots  or  discal  band  on  upperside 

. J.  iphita, 

b[.  Forewing  with  yellow  spots  or  a  whitish  discal  band  on  upperside. 


a2.  Forewing  with  yellow  stops  on  upperside . J.  lemonias. 

b2.  Forewing  with  an  oblique  whitish  short  discal  band  on  upperside 

. J.  orithyaQ. 

b,  Upperside  ground-colour  yellow . /.  hierta. 


Fig.  282.— Junonia  almana. 


NYMPRALIDiE. 


413 


c.  Upperside  ground-colour  :  forewing  black,  hindwing  blue 
. J.  orithya g, 

d.  Upperside  ground-colour  pale  lavender-grey  or  brown  .  .J.  atlites. 

e.  Upperside  ground-colour  rich  orange-yellow  . ...J.  almana. 


The  larvae  are  cylindrical  with  rows  of  spines  or  processes,  and 
usually  dull  in  colour.  All  feed  on  wild  plants,  but  J.  almana  has  been 

known  to  join  other  bands 
of  swarming  caterpillars  and 
destroy  rice  fields  on  a  large 
scale.  The  larva  of  J .  orithyia 
feeds  on  a  common  weed, 
Justicia  sp.  (Plate  XXVIII, 
fig.  1)  and  the  larva  of  J. 
lemonias,  on  bariar  (Sida 
rhombifolia). 


Fig.  284.— Vanessa  cardui. 


Vanessa  is  represented  by  V.  cardui,  Linn.,  the  u  Painted  Lady  1  of 
England,  found  throughout  the  world,  and  rarely  in  the  plains,  and  by 
7.  indica,  Herbst.  The  larva  is  like  that  of  Junonia  ;  the  first  feeds 
on  Argemone  mexicana,  the  second  on  Zornia  and  Blumea. 


Hypolimnas  is  remarkable  on  account  of  the  striking  sexual 
differences  exhibited.  The  female  in  each  case  mimics  a  Danaine 


Fig.  285.— Hypolimnas  misippus  male. 


butterfly,  H.  bolina,  Linn.,  mimicking  Euplcea,  H.  misippus ,  Linn,, 
mimicking  Danais  chrysippus.  The  males  are  deep  black,  with  a  large 
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white  patch  in  each  wing,  which  has  metallic  blue  reflections;  in  H. 
bolina  the  edges  of  the  wings  show  traces  of  the  markings  characteristic 


Fig.  286— Hypolimnas  misippus,  female. 


of  the  female,  but  in  misippus  the  two  sexes  are  totally  distinct  in 
colour.  The  larvae  are  of  the  usual  form,  with  rows  of  spines.  Both 
species  are  common  in  the  plains,  and  the  student  may  be  on  his 
guard  against  regarding  the  females  as  Danaids  on  superficial 
characters. 


Fig.  287— Hypolimnas  misippts,  dimorphic  female. 
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The  beautiful  oak  leaf  butterflies  of  the  genus  Kallima  deserve 
mention,  though  only  one  can  doubtfully  find  a  place  in  our  plains 
fauna.  Every  butterfly  collector  is  familiar  with  these,  as  every  visitor 
to  the  Museums  of  London  or  Calcutta  should  be.  Kallima  inachus, 
Boisd.,  is  the  common  hill  form,  found  wherever  there  is  sufficient 
moisture  and  forest,  as  at  Pachmarhi  and  in  Orissa.  Kallima 
horsfieldi,  Koll.,  is  treated  by  Bingham  as  distinct,  and  as  including 
several  forms  regarded  by  de  Niceville  as  distinct ;  it  occurs  at  eleva¬ 
tions  of  2,000  feet  and  upwards  in  Western  and  Southern  India  and 
may  be  the  Western  form  of  inachus.  Davidson  and  Aitken  describe 
and  figure  the  larva,  and  state  that  it  feeds  on  Strobilanthus. 
Cethosia  cyane,  Dr. ,  is  perhaps  the  most  notable  butterfly  of  Bengal ; 
it  is  a  curiously  tame  species  and  we  have  caught  it  in  our  fingers  at 
Duranta  ;  the  larva  is  stated  to  feed  on  passion  flower  (Moore).  Atella 
phalantha,  Dr.,  is  a  small  tawny  butterfly  with  black  markings  ;  de 
Niceville  says  of  it :  “  This  species  is  one  of  the  commonest  Indian 
butterflies,  occurring  throughout  the  year  in  the  plains  and  in  suitable 
seasons  in  the  outer  Himalayas  up  to  8,000  feet.”  Davidson  and  Aitken 
describe  the  larva,  which  is  stated  to  feed  on  Flacourtia  and  Salix. 

Ergolis  includes  the  widespread  E.  merione ,  Cram.,  whose  larva  feeds 
on  castor  leaf.  (Ricinus  communis.)  The  butterfly  is  not  common,  flying 
among  the  foliage  of  dense  trees  and  this  species  is  one  of  the  few 
that  breeds  on  a  plant  of  economic  importance.  (Plate  XXXI.) 

Of  the  Acraeince  but  one  can  be  included  here,  the  little  tawny 
Telchinia  violce,  Fabr.,  whose  larva  feeds  on  the  wild  passion  flower  (see 
Davidson  and  Aitken).  It  was  reared  in  Bengal  on  Hibiscus  cannabinus. 
The  larva  is  spiny  and  may  be  protected  by  its  unpleasant  taste. 

The  Libytheince  include  only  the  genus  Libythea  wholly  absent 
from  the  plains. 

Nemeobiid^e  ( Erycinidce ,  Lemoniidce). 

Forelegs  fully  developed  in  female ,  imperfect  in  male. 

This  family  includes  species  almost  wholly  confined  to  the 
forest-clad  hills.  They  have  somewhat  the  appearance  of  Lycjenids, 
with  short  tails  on  the  hind  wing  in  some  cases.  Dodona  eugenes, 
Butl.,  has  been  reared  from  a  green  flattened  larva,  feeding  upon 
grasses  and  bamboo  (Mackinon).  Abisara  echerius ,  Stoll.,  is  the  only 
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species  found  in  our  area ;  Davidson  and  Aitken  reared  the  larva, 
and  describe  it  as  being  light-green,  flat,  very  broad  in  the  middle, 
tapering  to  both  ends ;  the  pupa  is  closely  attached  to  the  leaf  by 
th  >  tail  and  a  girdle.  The  total  number  of  species  in  India,  Burmah 
and  Ceylon  is  twenty. 

Pierid^e. 


Legs  fully  developed,  claws  bifid  or  toothed.  Hind  wing  with  vein  1  a 
present.  Larva  smooth  or  with  fine  pubescence.  Pupa 
with  a  girdle ,  upright  or  horizontal. 


These  butterflies  are  of  moderate  size,  coloured  in  white,  yellow, 
orange  and  black  ;  the  colouring  is  vivid,  noticeable  and  probably 
warning.  The  majority  of 
the  family  and  practically 
all  our  common  species  are 
instantly  recognisable  as 
Pierids  in  the  field  and  the 
family  is  a  very  distinct  one. 

Males  and  females  differ 
little  save  in  colouring,  while 
dry -season  forms  of  both 
sexes  are  often  darker  than 


Fig'.  288.— PlERIS  BRASSKLE. 


wet-season  forms. 


Fig.  289.— Catopsilia  pyranthe  pupa 

ATTACHED  TO  TWIG  OF  CASSIA. 


There  is  little  to  comment  on  in 
the  life-history.  Eggs  are  laid  in 
groups  or  singly,  upright  sculptured 
eggs,  constricted  near  the  apex, 
of  a  dull  yellow  white  colour.  The 
larvae  are  usually  coloured  in  yellow 
or  green  with  black  and  are  smooth, 
or  have  a  short  dense  pubescence 
often  with  grandular  hairs  bearing 
each  a  drop  of  fluid.  They  com¬ 
monly  feed  in  company,  a  row 
eating  steadily  away  at  the  epidermis 
of  the  foodplant  together.  Our 
common  species  feed  on  Cassia  and 
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PLATE  XXXI. — Ergolis  Merione. 
The  Castor  Butterfly. 


Fig.  1.  Egg,  seen  from  above,  x  18. 

,,  2.  ,,  lateral  view,  x  18. 

,,  3.  Young  larva,  dorsal  view. 

,,  4.  Full-grown  larva,  dorsal  view. 

,,  5.  Second  and  third  abdominal  segments  of  larva. 

,,  6.  Section  of  third  abdominal  segment  to  show  arrangement  of 

processes. 

„  7.  A  single  process. 

,,  .  8  Chrysalis,  dorsal  view. 

,f  9.  Imago,  female,  dorsal  view, 

,,10.  ,,  ,,  ventral  „ 
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allied  Legummosce,  on  Capparis  and  Capparidacece,  on  Brassica  and 
Crucifer cb ,  and  on  Loranthus. 

Pupation  takes  place  after  the  larva  has  attached  the  anal  prolegs 
to  the  pad  of  silk  and  fastened  the  thoracic  girdle,  the  pupa  being  hori¬ 
zontal  or  upright.  The  pupse  are  green,  cryptic  in  form  and  colour.  The 
butterflies  are  day-flying  and  very  noticeable,  some  being  strong  fliers 
which  visit  flowers,  others  fluttering  in  low  vegetation  and  grass.  They 
appear  to  hibernate  as  imagines  and  where  the  foodplant  is  available, 
lay  eggs  early  in  the  year  at  the  onset  of  the  hot  weather.  The  number 
of  broods  is  at  least  two  and  in  some  cases  as  much  as  six  or  more. 
A  great  deal  has  yet  to  be  learnt  of  the  occurrence  of  some  species  during 
the  year,  and  the  matter  is  by  no  means  a  simple  one.  We  may  mention 
Pieris  brassicce,  Linn.,  as  an  instance,  there  being  reason  to  believe  that 
this  butterfly  migrates  from  the  hills  for  the  cold  weather  and  early  hot 
weather,  spending  this  period  in  the  submontane  districts  of  the  Himala¬ 
yas  for  instance,  breeding  on  cultivated  Cruciferce  and  returning  to  the 
hills  for  the  summer  there.  This  is  by  no  means  definitely  ascertained, 
but  it  is  in  strong  contrast,  for  instance,  with  such  a  species  as  Terias 
hecabe,  Linn.,  which  is  a  constant  breeder  in  the  plains,  wherever 
food  is  available,  and  so  long  as  the  weather  is  warm  enough.  Only 
one  species  is  in  any  degree  destructive,  Pieris  brassicce ,  Linn.,  being  a 
pest  to  cabbages  and  other  garden  Cruciferse,  in  sub-Himalayan  tracts. 

The  larvae  are  the  hosts  of  parasitic  Hymenoptera  and  a  very  large 
proportion  are  destroyed  in  some  seasons. 

Bingham  has  recently  revised  the  Indian  forms  in  the  Fauna  of 
India,  with  the  help  of  de  Niceville’s  manuscript  of  his  proposed 
volume  in  the  butterflies  of  India.  Only  91  species  are  recorded  in  all, 
and  this  is  probably  a  smaller  number  than  any  other  author  would 
allow.  The  tendency  to  split  species  and  indefinitely  multiply  them 
is  deplorable,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Bingham’s  commonsense 
views  will  be  accepted  as  final. 

Leptosia  xiphia,  Fabr.,  is  common  in  the  plains,  a  small  white  but¬ 
terfly,  with  rounded  wings,  the  apex  of  the  forewing  and  a  large  sub-apical 
blotch  black.  It  is  a  graceful  butterfly  of  delicate  build,  found  in  the 
jungle  ;  the  larva  is  recorded  on  Capparis . 
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Delias  eucharis,  Dr.,  is  one  of  the  most  common  and  striking  butter¬ 
flies  of  the  plains  ;  it  is  white  above  ;  the  veins  lightly  or  heavily  marked 
with  black ;  below,  the  apex  of  the  forewing  and  hindwing  are  bright 
yellow  between  the  veins,  with  an  outer  series  of  bright  vermilion  blotches 
between  two  black  bands  ;  the  red  looks  as  if  dabbed  in  with  a  brush 
and  stands  out  extraordinarily  sharply  and  crudely.  This  beautiful 
insect  flies  about  in  the  sun  and  is  one  of  our  most  striking  butterflies. 
Aitken  records  its  habits  of  laying  eggs  in  rows  and  not  singly  as  do  most 
butterflies.  Its  larva  feeds  on  the  mistletoe  ( Loranthus ),  growing  on 
trees  and  is  readily  reared. 

Anapheis  (Belenois)  mesentina,  Gram.,  is  white  with  fuscous  mark¬ 
ings;  the  larva  feeds  upon  bagnai  (Capparis  horrida),  and  the  butterflies 
are  common  throughout  the  year.  The  pupa  is  green  with  yellow  spots ; 
it  has  a  spine  on  the  vertex,  one  on  the  dorsum  and  a  lateral  pair. 

Pieris  is  represented  sporadically  by  P.  brassicce,  Linn.,  the  common 
“  cabbage  white,  ”  which  is  found  within  100  miles  of  the  Himalayas  in 
Eastern  Bengal,  Behar,  the  United  Provinces  and  Eastern  Punjab.  This 
insect  is  sometimes  extremely  abundant,  coming  in  the  cold  weather  in 
numbers  and  breeding  freely  on  cruciferous  plants.  Its  sporadic  appear¬ 
ances  are  due  either  to  the  action  of  parasites  which  ultimately  destroy  a 
very  high  percentage  of  the  larvae  and  check  the  insect  apparently  for 
some  years,  or  to  its  sporadic  migration  from  the  hills  into  the 
plains.  Ixias  pyrene ,  Linn.,  is  yellow  with  black  and  orange  covering 
the  apical  half  of  the  wing.  Its  larva  feeds  on  Capparis  sepiaria  with 
that  of  I.  mariamne,  Cram.  ;  both  are  common  in  India  in  the  hills 
as  in  the  plains.  Appias  libythea,  Fabr.,  is  a  white  butterfly  with  dark 
markings  at  the  edge  of  the  wing  in  the  male,  over  the  apical  half  in 
the  female.  The  larva  was  reared  by  Davidson  and  Aitken  on 
Capparis  horrida. 

Catopsilia  includes  the  two  common  white  butterflies,  C.  crocale, 
Cram.,  and  C.  pyranthe ,  Linn.  Both  feed  freely  upon  the  weed  Chakaur 
(Cassia  occidentalis) ,  the  latter  also  upon  the  Indian  laburnum  (Cassia 
fistula)  and  are  common  throughout  the  year. 

Colias  croceus,  Fourc.  (fieldi  Men),  is  a  beautiful  orange  species,  the 
wings  edged  with  fuscous  and  with  the  undersurface  yellow.  It  is  one 
of  the  common  butterflies  in  the  fields  in  the  dry  hot  months. 
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Terias  is  perhaps  the  most  common  of  the  Pierids,  the  little  yellow 
butterflies  with  black  edges  to  the  wings  which  are  so  abundant  through¬ 
out  the  plains.  T.  hecahe ,  Linn.,  has  been  reared  upon  Cassia  tor  a  and 
probably  feeds  on  several  species  of  Cassia.  Watson  refers  to  it  as  having 
at  least  four  broods  yearly,  and  in  favourable  places  possibly  twelve. 
It  has  been  reared  in  Bengal  also  on  Jainta  ( Seshania  aculeata). 
The  oval  elongate  egg  is  greenish  white,  laid  singly  on  leaves.  The 
larvaps  green,  with  a  lateral  white  stripe,  and  transverse  wrinkles  ;  they 
pupate  (after  twenty  days  larval  life)  with  the  head  downwards,  the 
body  in  the  girdle,  and  their  colour  is  green  or  brown  according  to  the 
leaves  they  are  on  or  among.  The  pupal  period  varies  from  five  days 
to  twenty-five  days.  This  species  is  variable  in  markings  and  is  not 
easily  distinguished  from  T.  venata ,  Mo.,  T.  libythea,  F.,  and  T.  Iceta , 
Boisd.,  which  also  occur  in  the  plains. 

Coleiis  amata ,  Fabr.  {Teracolus  cyproea)  is  orange  above,  with  many 
dull  black  markings,  and  yellowish  below.  The  larva  is  striking,  as  it 

feeds  in  company  on  the  leaves  of  Salvadora 
persica ;  the  full  grown  larva  is  cylindrical, 
yellow  green,  the  head  and  body  with 
tubercles  bearing  hairs,  at  the  end  of  each 
of  which  is  a  drop  of  fluid.  These  feed  in 
a  row,  eating  away  the  epidermis  and 
gradually  moving  down  the  leaf.  They  are 
common  where  this  plant  grows  in  the  drier  parts  of  India.  Coletis 
(Teracolus)  etrida,  Boisd.,  may  also  be  expected  in  the  plains. 


Fig.  290— Coletis  amata. 


MIGRATION. 

To  those  who  live  in  tropical  countries,  the  migration  of  insects  will 
suggest  at  once  the  flight  of  vast  swarms  of  locusts,  perceived  as  a  cloud 
on  the  horizon  growing  larger  as  they  approach  till  the  sky  is  dark  with 
them  and  they  pass  on  overhead  or  alight  for  a  while  before  resuming 
flight.  In  locusts  we  see  the  phenomenon  in  its  most  striking  and 
exaggerated  form,  one  in  which  the  magnitude  of  the  insects  impresses 
us  most  distinctly  and  gives  a  perhaps  exaggerated  idea  of  tile  actual 
numbers  of  insects  concerned. 

We  have  in  the  Bombay  Locust  ( Acridium  succinctum,  Linn.)  a  most 
striking  example  of  an  insect  that  is  at  once  an  ordinary  non- migrating 
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grasshopper  and  a  migrating  locust ;  this  insect  occurs  over  a  large  part 
of  India  in  small  numbers  as  an  ordinary  member  of  the  fauna  not  occur¬ 
ring  in  specially  large  numbers.  In  certain  areas  it  becomes  extremely 
abundant  in  occasional  years,  packs  into  swarms  and  migrates  over  long 
distances.  In  this  case,  the  change  of  habits  is  associated  with  a  change 
of  colour,  the  insect  becoming  suffused  with  brilliant  red.  Normally 
this  occurs  in  November  or  early  December  when  the  insect  migrates  ; 
yet  specimens  with  the  normal  colouring  are  found  elsewhere  or  when  in 
small  numbers  right  through  until  June  and  no  colour-change  takes 
place.  One  would  hesitate  to  attribute  the  colour-change  to  the  mere 
change  of  habits  did  one  not  also  feel  that  the  habit  of  migration  is  one 
that  must  exert  a  profound  effect  on  the  insect  itself.  We  have  elsewhere 
suggested  that  the  red  colour  facilitates  migration  in  swarms  since  it 
renders  the  swarm  visible  at  a  distance  and  enables  stragglers  to  come 
up  (Mem.,  Agric.  Dept.,  India,  Entom.  Vol.  I,  No.  1);  that  the 
commencement  of  the  migration  induces  the  colour-change  is  striking, 
but  the  observation  of  this  insect  leads  one  to  believe  it  to  be  true.  The 
question  that  naturally  arises  is,  why  do  locusts  migrate  ?  Why  does 
this  impulse  come  upon  them  and  impel  them  to  move  in  swarms  over 
long  distances,  or  even,  as  the  Bombay  Locust  does  in  its  early  flights, 
to  fly  solitarily  and  steadily  in  one  direction  at  night  till  they  have 
covered  a  hundred  or  as  much  as  200  miles.  We  believe  it  is  due  to 
two  motives  :  first  the  need  of  food  ;  second,  the  need  of  finding  satisfac¬ 
tory  places  to  lay  eggs.  In  the  year  1903,  the  Bombay  Locust  gathered 
in  immense  quantities  in  the  forests  of  the  Western  Ghats  before  the 
winter  ;  this  was  probably  for  food  since  only  in  these  forests  would  they 
find  a  sufficiency  of  green  leaves  ;  afterwards  they  moved  out  in  swarms, 
as  they  have  done  before  and  after ;  this  was,  we  believe,  to  enable 
them  to  lay  eggs  in  places  where  grass  abounded  rather  than  trees, 
since  the  hoppers  live  in  moist  grasslands  among  low  vegetation.  The 
same  two  motives  would  appear  to  apply  to  the  Migratory  Locust  which 
first  migrates  in  search  of  food  and  has  a  brilliant  u  migration  ”  colour, 
and  then  moves  further  in  search  of  sandy  wastes  and  gets  a  protective 
yellow  “  Sand  colour  ”  when  it  is  going  to  lay  eggs ;  only  in  this  species 
the  hoppers  too  have  a  migrating  habit  since  they  are  born  and  live,  not 
in  the  midst  of  plenty  in  rainy  places  as  does  the  Bombay  Locust-hopper, 
but  in  arid  lands  where  the  drought-resisting  bushes  afford  less  food.  If 
then  these  views  are  correct,  the  migrating  habit  has  arisen  in  the  latter 
species  as  a  necessity  of  food  getting  and  reproduction,  and  is  so  habitual 
as  to  be  instinctive,  while  in  the  former  it  arises  only  in  the  adult  when 
it  is  surrounded  by  many  of  its  kind  and  the  assumption  of  the  habit 
produces  peculiar  colour-changes  as  a  physiological  result.  Out  of  all 
the  many  grasshoppers  in  India,  we  know  of  this  habit  in  only  two 
species  and  one  may  wonder  why  it  should  occur  in  these  only ;  but 
it  is  necessary  to  think  back  one  stage  and  wonder  why  these  two 
should  reproduce  so  abundantly.  This  we  cannot  answer,  save  by 
saying  that  Nature  is  full  of  variety  and  makes  one  species  prolific, 
another  always  a  rarity.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  like  the 
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Bombay  Locust,  others  migrate  when  abundant,  the  instinct  to  do  so 
moving  them  when  many  are  together.  Thus  the  Central  Asian  locust, 
Pachytylus  cinerascens,  occurs  in  India  sparsely,  but  is  a  well  known 
migrating  locust  in  places  where  it  is  more  abundant,  and  we  believe  it 
would  be  so  in  India  were  favourable  conditions  to  make  it  abundant. 

Scanty  records  exist  of  the  migration  of  other  insects  and  we  can 
mention  a  few  of  these.  From  time  to  time,  one  reads  in  newspapers 
of  a  swarm  of  butterflies  having  been  seen  flying  steadily  in  a  particular 
direction ;  we  have  seen  this  in  the  case  of  a  West  Indian  skipper  ( Calpo - 
des  ethlius )  which  was  extremely  abundant ;  de  Rhe  Philippe  in  his  paper 
on  the  butterflies  of  Lucknow,  mentions  it  in  the  case  of  a  Lycaenid 
(Polyommatus  bceticus,  Linn.)  which  he  says  migrates  annually  to  the 
hills  in  great  numbers  in  the  early  hot  weather  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 
XIV,  p.  481)  ;  Dudgeon  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XIY,  p.  147)  has 
remarked  on  migrations  of  Catopsilia  crocale,  Cram.,  and  Anapheis 
(Belenois)  mesentina,  Cram.,  with  small  numbers  of  other  species 
which  he  has  observed  in  the  Kangra  Valley,  where  they  are  said  to  be 
not  unusual.  He  found  they  flew  steadily  in  one  direction  and  that 
both  sexes  were  present. 

G.  C.  Nurse  also  has  observed  a  migration  of  Catopsilia  pyranthe 
at  Deesa  in  August,  and  states  that  it  has  been  seen  to  occur  every 
year  for  three  years  back.  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XIV,  p.  179.) 
Other  instances  will  be  found  in  Indian  literature  and  it  is  probable 
that  these  cases  are  associated  with  food  supply,  not  so  much  for  the 
actual  migrating  insect,  as  for  its  young.  Other  recorded  cases 
include  the  migration  in  swarms  of  dragon  flies  ( Odonata ),  though 
such  cases  are  rarer.  Such  a  case  is  mentioned  by  Morren,  where 
Libellula  depressa  migrated  in  vast  numbers  in  Belgium  (A.  N.  H. 
II,  Vol.  13,  p.  239).  Howard  (The  Insect  Book,  p.  331)  mentions  seeing 
a  “  migrating  army  of  Cockroaches,  incalulable  in  number,”  crossing 
the  street  in  Washington  and  apparently  moving  from  an  undesirable 
building  to  others,  the  motive  being,  he  considers,  the  desire  of  the 
females  to  lay  their  egg  cases  in  a  place  that  might  afford  food  to  their 
abundant  young. 

Finally  we  may  mention  the  fly  Sciara ,  whose  larvae  are  recorded  as 
moving  in  a  solid  mass  steadily  in  one  direction ;  this  phenomenon  occurs 
in  some  European  and  American  species,  where  it  is  well  known. 


P APiLiONiDiE, — Swallow  tails. 

Legs  fully  developed ,  claws  large  and  simple.  Hindwing  with  vein  1  a. 
absent.  Pupa  with  girdle ,  fixed  at  tail ,  head  upwards.  Larva  with 
or  without  processes ,  not  hairy. 

These  insects  include  the  finest  and  most  striking  of  the  butterflies, 
but  they  are  almost  wholly  confined  to  moist  forest  areas  and  but  three 
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species  are  common  in  the  plains.  Those  who  wish  to  see  Papilios  should 
visit  the  hills  of  Assam,  Burmah  and  Indo-China,  the  few  that  occur 


Fiji'.  291— Papilio  demoleus. 


within  our  limits  not  representing  the  group  adequately.  Bingham  re¬ 
cords  129  species  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  Yol.  II. 

Papilio  demoleus  ( erithonius ),  Linn.,  is  common  throughout  the 
plains,  a  moderately  large  butterfly  coloured  in  black  with  yellow 


Fig.  292 — Young  laiiva  oe^  Papilio  demoleus  on  orange  leae\  x  2. 


blotches  and  an  indefinite  eye  spot  on  the  hindwing ;  its  larva  is 
found  upon  the  lime,  orange,  bael  (Mgle  marmelos),  bawchi  ( Psoralea 
corylifolia )  and  other  Rutacece ;  the  larva  is  smooth  and  thickset,  and 
feeds  on  leaves  ;  it  is  at  first  a  dull  brown  with  a  large  irregular  white 
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blotch  on  the  upper  surface  ;  whilst  it  has  this  colouring,  it  feeds  on 
tender  leaves  and  rests  openly  on  the  leaf  where  it  resembles  a  bird’s 
excrement ;  at  the  third  moult,  it  becomes  green  ;  apparently  it  is 
now  too  large  to  mimic  bird’s  excreta  and  it  adopts  a  cryptic  colour¬ 
ing,  green  with  purple  brown  oblique  bands.  It  is  now  somewhat 
snake-like  in  appearance  and  by  some  observers  is  regarded  as  being 
so  to  an  extent  that  may  be  protective.  The  larva  on  being  irritated 
extrudes  a  forked  yellow  process  from  the  prothorax,  which  gives  out 
a  scent ;  presumably  this  is  a  protective  device.  Pupation  takes  place 
on  the  plant.  The  number  of  broods  yearly  does  not  appear  to  be 
known  ;  there  are  certainly  two  in  the  months  preceding  the  rains  and 
apparently  two  during  and  after  these  months,  but  there  is  not  any 
apparent  regularity. 

P.  pammon,  Linn.,  is  not  distinguishable  from  the  above  as  a  larva, 
but  the  butterfly  is  distinct.  Unlike  P.  demoleus,  it  occurs  in  more  than 
one  form.  The  two  species  are  destructive  to  young  Citrus  trees  and 
while  demoleus  appears  to  be  most  common,  both  occur  throughout 
India. 

P.  aristolochice,  F.,  is  the  only  other  common  species ;  its  larva  is 
deep  velvety  brown,  with  a  cream  coloured  band  across  the  abdomen, 
and  with  short  blunt  reddish  processes  ;  the  chrysalis  is  of  peculiar 
form,  resembling  a  torn  leaf  ;  the  foodplant  is  the  cultivated  climbing 
Aristolochia,  as  well  as  the  wild  Aristolochia  indica  found  as  a  field  weed. 


Lyc^nid^. — Blues,  Coppers,  Hairstreaks. 

Forelegs  slightly  reduced.  Male  tarsus  of  one  joint,  with  one  claw. 

Precostal  nervure  absent.  Pupa  usually  attached  to  leaf,  with  a  girdle. 

Larva  fusiform,  smooth  and  without  long  hairs. 

The  family  is  distinguished  readily  by  its  appearance  in  nearly  all 
cases,  being  of  small  to  moderate  size  (among  butterflies),  the  hindwings 
often  with  little  tails,  the  colouring  usually  blue  or  grey  above  with 
metallic  reflections,  grey  or  white  below  with  many  dark  spots  and, 
often,  coloured  ocelli. 

The  colouring  of  the  undersurface  is  distinctly  cryptic,  blending 
beautifully  with  the  prevailing  light  and  shade  of  dry  grass  when  the 
butterfly  sits  on  a  grass  stem  with  folded  wings. 
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The  life-history  presents  features  which  are  characteristic  of  the 
family  (Plate  XXXII) ;  the  eggs  are  less  dome-shaped  than  in  most 


Fig.  293— Virachola  ISOCRATES,  larva  on  guava  fruit. 


Khopalocera,  white  or  bluish  and  reticulate  ;  they  are  laid  singly  on  the 
foodplant.  In  most  cases  the  larva  is  flattened,  oval,  the  legs  and 
prolegs  under  the  body ;  the  general  form  is  that  of  a  woodlouse 
(“  Onisci-form  55)  ;  there  is  commonly  a  dense  covering  of  very  short 
hairs,  though  some  are  smooth  and  a  few  tuberculate  with  bristles.  In 
many  forms,  a  secretion  much  sought  after  by  ants  exudes  from  an 
opening  at  the  hind  end,  and  each  species  has  its  special  attendant 
ants.  Curetis  larvae  have  a  peculiar  process  bearing  a  tentacle  at 
the  end  of  which  are  hairs  ;  this  tentacle  is  whirled  round  rapidly 
when  the  larva  is  alarmed,  presumably  with  the  object  of  frightening 
off  enemies.  Liphyra  has  a  still  more  remarkable  larva,  a  description 
of  which  occurs  in  the  Fauna  of  India  Volume. 

The  larvse  are  vegetarian  in  nearly  all  cases,  feeding  on  leaves  or 
buds  and  living  exposed  on  the  plant,  their  form  and  cryptic  colouring 

rendering  them  inconspicuous. 
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PLATE  XXXII. — Catochrysops  Cnejus. 
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The  pupa  is  rounded,  humped  at  the  thorax,  constricted  behind  the 
thorax,  and  flattened  below,  usually  smooth.  It  is  attached  by  the  cre¬ 
master  and  usually  by  a  girdle. 

The  butterflies  are  day-flying,  fluttering  about  in  grass  and  low  her¬ 
bage,  the  larger  forms  being  strong  fliers.  Hibernation  in  this  group 
is  commonly  in  the  imago  stage  in  the  plains  and  there  are  two  or  several 
broods  in  the  year,  depending  upon  food-supply.  None  are  serious  pests 
except  Virachola  isocrates,  which  works  havoc  in  plantations  of  pomegra¬ 
nate. 

Lycsenids  have  not  been  collected  in  India  to  the  extent  that  other 
butterflies  have,  and  there  are  fewer  data  in  the  case  particularly  of 
distribution.  The  species  common  in  the  plains  are  far  less  well  known, 
and  we  have  mentioned  only  those  species  we  are  certain  are  widely 
spread,  a  very  small  number  considering  the  large  number  of  forms  that 
exist  in  India.  Bingham,  who  has  revised  the  family  in  the  Fauna  of 
India,  divides  them  into  seven  sub-families.  The  student  should 
see  these  volumes  (Butterflies,  Yols.  II,  III)  where  the  known  species 
are  described  and  their  larvae. 

Spalgis  epius,  Westw.  (fig.  292),  is  notorious  on  account  of  its  (lar¬ 
val)  habit  of  devouring  mealybugs  ;  it  is  distinctly  not  vegetarian  as 


■'! 


Fig.  294— Spalgis  epius,  left,  male  ;  right,  female. 

are  its  allies,  but  lives  among  colonies  of  the  larger  mealybugs  and  feeds 
on  them  ;  it  has  been  found  with  Phenacoccus  iceryoides,  G-r.  ;  the  larva 
is  short  and  thickset,  with  a  thick  coating  of  white  mealy  wax  adhering 
to  its  short  stiff  hairs  ;  its  appearance  is  exactly  like  that  of  the  clustered 
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bugs  and  only  careful  examination  distinguishes  it.  The  head  and  feet 
are  concealed,  the  body  below  is  greenish.  The  larvae  when  full  fed  walk 
about,  settle  down  and  pupate,  emerging  after  9  days  as  butterflies. 
Aitken  figures  the  larva  and  pupa  (Journ.,  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc., 
VIII,  p.  485),  but  the  student  may  be  cautioned  against  taking  his 
remarks  seriously  as  to  the  resemblance  of  the  pupa.  In  this  as  in 
8  other  genera  the  girdle  is  absent,  the  pupa  attached  only  by  the 
cremaster.  The  butterfly  is  widespread,  but  perhaps  not  abundant, 
being  dependent  for  its  food  on  this  and  other  mealybugs.  Mr.  Green 
was  the  discoverer  of  the  carnivorous  habit  of  the  larva,  which  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  Mr.  Aitken,  and  we  have  since  reared  the  butterfly  from  the 
mealybug  we  mention.  The  butterfly  (fig.  294)  is  violet-brown  above, 
with  a  square  white  spot  in  the  forewing,  and  greyish  white  below  with 
brown  lines  on  both  wings,  without  ocelli. 

Chilades  includes  two  plains’  species;  C.  laius,  Cram.,  which  is  blue 
above  and  without  colour  or  metallic  scales  on  the  marginal  spots 
below  and  C.  trochilus,  Frey.,  which  is  dull  black  above,  the  marginal 
spots  with  metallic  scales  and  orange  colour.  The  larva  of  the  former 
is  described  as  feeding  on  the  leaves  of  lime  and  pomelo  ;  de  Niceville 
says  it  can  be  “  confidently  looked  for  in  any  part  of  India  where  any 
trees  allied  to  the  orange  grow.”  The  larva  of  the  latter  is  described 
by  de  Niceville,  as  feeding  on  Heliotr opium  strigosum ,  Zornia  diphylla, 
and  on  indigo  in  Behar. 

Zizera  includes  the  smallest  known  butterflies  with  Z.  gaika ,  Tr.,  only 
six-tenths  of  an  inch  across  the  wings  ;  some  of  these  are  abundant  in 
the  plains  on  low  vegetation,  while  here  and  there  one  finds  them  in  pro¬ 
fusion  on  a  patch  of  grassland.  De  Niceville  considered  there  were  but 
four  species  in  India,  though  he  listed  all  the  species  mentioned  as  distinct 
to  the  number  of  thirteen.  Z.  maha ,  Kolb,  is  the  largest,  with  the  upper 
surface  of  the  male  silvery  blue  with  a  black  border,  the  female  blue  to 
black.  The  flat  green  larva  was  found  on  Oxalis  corniculata.  Z.  lysi- 
mon ,  Hubn.,  is  small,  the  wings  above  violet  blue  in  the  male,  greyish 
brown  in  the  female  and  having  the  spot  near  the  middle  of  the  discoidal 
cell  below,  which  is  present  also  in  Z.  maha ,  but  absent  in  the  next  two. 
This  is  taken  to  include  the  common  Z.  karsandra,  Mo.,  which  breeds  free¬ 
ly  on  lucerne  (Medicago  sativa )  in  the  plains  where  this  is  grown,  and 
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probably  also  on  wild  leguminous  plants.  Davidson  and  Bell  reared 
it  on  a  vetch,  Zornia  diphylla. 

Z.  gaika ,  Trim.,  has  two  spots  on  the  costa  of  the  forewing  below, 
one  on  either  side  of  the  discocellular  spot.  It  appears  to  occur  in  grass 
and  low  herbage  throughout  India,  though  best  known  from  hill  locali¬ 
ties.  Z .  otis,  Fabr.,  has  no  costal  spot  below  and  is  the  last  of  this  genus 
which  de  Niceville  regarded  as  distinct.  Accepting  this  view,  the  species 
is  widespread  in  India  ;  he  records  rearing  it  on  Alysicarpus  vaginalis 
in  Calcutta. 

Lampides  is  also  widespread  in  India,  L.  elpis,  God.,  light  metallic 
blue  above,  rather  less  so  than  L.  celeno.,  Cram.,  (celianus,  Fabr.)  which  is 
milk  white  above.  The  former  feeds  on  the  cardamom  (Elettaria  carda- 
moma )  where  this  plant  grows,  the  latter  on  the  Dhak  ( Butea  frondosa) 
and  on  Heynea  trijuga.  For  the  accurate  identification  of  these  insects 
as  for  particulars  of  this  family,  the  student  should  consult  the  third 
volume  of  de  Niceville’ s  Butterflies  of  India,  and  Bingham’s  volume 
II  of  the  Butterflies  in  the  Fauna  of  India.  An  account  of  L.  elpis  will 
be  found  in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  Yol.  I,  p.  11. 

Catochrysops  is  regarded  by  de  Niceville  as  containing  three  species, 
while  he  lists  nine.  C.  strabo,  Fabr.,  has  a  “  distinct  small  dusky  costal 
spot  between  the  disco-cellular  and  discal  bands  on  underside  of  forewing  ; 
eyes  hairy.”  While  the  others  have  not  these  characters,  C.  cnejus , 
Fabr.,  has  two  nearly  equal  black  spots  at  the  anal  angle  of  hindwing 
above,  while  C.  pandava,  Horsf.,  has  but  one  such  spot,  in  each  case  in 
the  male.  The  first  of  these  has  been  reared  once  from  Vignacatjang, 
the  second  from  Cajanus  indicus,  and  other  common  pulses  (Plate 
XXXII),  the  third  from  Cycads.  All  are  common  in  the  plains  and  may 
be  captured  readily.  Tarucus  theophrastus ,  Fabr.,  is  the  commonest 
of  all  these  butterflies  and  is  readily  found  as  a  larva  on  the  ber 
( Zizyphus  yujuba).  The  flat  green  larvae  eat  oh  the  epidermis  much  as 
a  snail  feeds  and  gradually  denude  the  branches  of  leaves ;  the  smaller 
bushy  plants  are  preferred  and  one  may  frequently  see  a  number  of  the 
little  butterflies  clustering  on  one  little  bush  to  sleep.  De  Niceville, 
in  commenting  on  the  number  of  species  made  by  some  writers,  urges  the 
breeding  of  this  species  in  large  numbers  on  this  common  foodplant ; 
the  views  of  two  authors  as  to^  what  constitutes  a  species  are  rarely 
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identical ;  it  is  evident  that  every  species  varies,  that  given  a  large  number 
of  variable  specimens  it  is  difficult  to  group  them  if  there  are  any  inter¬ 
mediates,  and  finally  that,  since  this  depends  entirely  on  the  judgment 
of  the  individual,  the  views  of  variable  individuals  will  differ ;  we  must  then 
have  recourse  to  the  only  test,  namely,  breeding  from  eggs  laid  by  dis¬ 
tinct  females  ;  if  we  find  that  out  of  one  female’s  eggs  we  get  all  the  varie¬ 
ties,  then  all  fall  into  one  species  ;  when  this  does  not  occur,  but  one  batch 
of  eggs  gives  only  one  variety,  and  another  a  second,  we  are  further 
towards  the  truth,  and  by  further  breeding  and  judicious  attempts  at 
coupling,  we  can  separate  our  species  with  some  distinctness.  This  is 
what  requires  to  be  done  for  many  forms  of  Rhopalocera,  and  will 
eventually  have  to  be  done  in  the  case  of  many  species  of  other  groups, 
when  these  come  to  be  as  well  known  as  the  butterflies. 

Castalius  ethion,  Doubl.,  and  C.  rosimon,  Fabr.,  are  also  recorded  by 
Bingham  as  widespread  in  India,  feeding  also  on  the  ber. 

Polyommatus  bceticus,  Linn.,  is  referred  to  by  de  Rh< 'Philippe  as 
migrating  yearly  in  swarms  from  Lucknow  to  the  hills  in  the  early  hot 
weather  (Journ.  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XI Y,  p.  488).  Probably  many 
more  species  have  this  habit  in  sub -Himalayan  localities  and  the  cold 
weather  fauna  of  the  Gangetic  plain  may  be  partly  composed  of  such 
migrating  insects.  De  Niceville  records  rearing  this  on  the  flowers  and 
pods  of  Crotalaria  calycina. 

Virachola  isocrates,  Fabr.,  is  the  most  important  economically  of 
the  butterflies,  perhaps  the  only  one  that  is  constantly  and  regularly 
injurious.  The  male  is  a  beautiful  glossy  violet  blue  above,  the  forewing 
with  an  indistinct  ochreous  spot ;  the  female  is  violet  brown  above,  the 
ochreous  spot  more  distinct.  This  insect  has  been  described  and  figured 
several  times  ;  the  student  should  read  the  delightful  account  of  West- 
wood,  reprinted  in  de  Niceville’ s  Butterflies  of  India,  III,  p.  478.  The 
larva  feeds  on  the  fruit  of  guava,  pomegranate,  etc.  F.  perse,  Hewits., 
also  occurs  throughout  India,  both  sexes  being  black  above,  with  blue 
(not  metallic)  on  the  basal  area  of  forewing  and  disc  of  hindwing 
Aitken  records  it  as  feeding  on  the  fruit  of  the  Ghela  (R  audio 
dumetorum). 
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The  following  species,  in  addition  to  those  referred  to  above,  may 
be  looked  for  in  the  plains  : — 


Neopithecops  zalmora,  Butl. 
Megisba  malaya,  Horsf. 
Cyaniris  puspa,  Horsf. 
Azanus  ubaldus ,  Cram. 

,,  uranus,  Butl. 

,,  jesous,  Guer. 

Lyccenesthes  emolus,  God. 
Talicada  nyseus ,  Guer. 

E veres  argiades,  Pall. 


Nacaduba  ar dates,  Mo. 
Lampides  bochus,  Cram. 
Tarucus  plinius,  Fabr. 
Curetis  thetis,  Dr. 
Aphnceus  volcanus ,  Fabr. 

,,  elima,  Mo. 
Tajuria  longinus,  Fabr. 

„  jehana,  Mo. 
Deudorix  epijarbas,  Mo. 


Hesperiim;. — Skippers. 

Forewing  with  all  the  veins  separate.  Front  tibia  with  a  pad.  Claws  short 
and  thick  with  an  empodium.  Antennae  hooked  beyond  the  club. 
Larva  smooth ,  slightly  flattened ,  with  a  distinct  neck.  Pupa  in  a  fold 
of  the  leaf. 

These  butterflies  are  recognisable,  as  a  rule,  by  their  stout  build, 
quick  jerky  flight  and,  when  at  rest,  by  the  curious  manner  in  which 


Fig.  295— G  ANGARA  THYRSIS  (i.  M.  N.). 


the  wings  are  held  at  an  angle  to  the  body.  They  are  of  moderate  size 
and  only  rarely  of  bright  colour,  a  dull  brown  being  the  commonest  tint, 
though  some  are  bright  orange  and  brown.  The  body  is  stout,  the  wings 
short ;  the  head  is  large,  with  large  eyes,  the  palpi  three- jointed,  porrect 
or  upturned.  The  legs  are  equally  developed,  the  middle  tibiae  with  one, 
the  hind  tibiae  with  two  spurs.  There  are  certain  secondary  sexual  marks 
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on  the  males  including  a  costal  fold  on  the  forewing  closed  during  life 
and  containing  silky  hairs,  a  stigma  on  the  forewing  and  glandular 
patches  of  specially  modified  scales. 

The  life-histories  of  a  small  number  are  known  and  have  the  main 
features  the  same  (Plate  XXXIII).  Upright  eggs  are  laid  singly  on  the 
foodplant,  which  hatch  to  caterpillars  with  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet.  The 
larvae  are  usually  smooth  and  elongate,  tapering  evenly  to  either  end, 
the  head  large  and  often  with  a  paired  process,  the  prothorax  distinctly 
compressed  behind  the  head,  giving  the  appearance  of  a  neck.  The  body 
is  slightly  flattened,  the  inter-segments  not  constricted  and  the  sucker- 
feet  are  flat ;  the  whole  structure  enables  the  caterpillar  to  remain  closely 
pressed  to  the  leaf  during  the  day  and  the  colours  are  commonly  green 
or  whatever  tint  best  agrees  with  its  foodplant.  None  exhibit  warning 
colouration,  or  terrific  devices,  and  they  appear  to  depend  upon  their 
cryptic  form  and  colour.  Some  live  between  the  folds  of  a  leaf,  others 
openly  on  the  leaf  and  most  are  nocturnal  feeders.  The  foodplants 
include  grasses  ( Graminece ),  palms  and  species  of  Scitaminece.  The  pupa 
is  cylindrical,  the  hind  end  tapering  and  terminating  in  a  spine  ;  it  lies 
in  a  fold  of  the  leaf  or  between  two  leaves  fastened  together  with  silk ; 
the  cremaster  is  attached  in  the  usual  manner  to  a  silk  thread  or  pad  and, 
in  some  common  species,  the  pupa  is  surrounded  by  a  white  efflorescence 
on  the  leaf.  The  life-history  is  in  general  a  fairly  quick  one  and  there 
are  two  or  more  broods  in  the  rains  ;  so  far  as  known,  hibernation 
is  passed  in  the  imago  stage.  The  larvae  are  the  hosts  of  parasites,  both 
Tachinidae  and  parasitic  Hymenoptera  having  been  reared  from  them. 
None  are  serious  pests,  though  'more  than  one  lives  upon  rice  and  some 
on  palms,  turmeric  and  ginger. 

The  family  is  a  large  one  and  Mabille  has  recently  enumerated  2,600 
species  (Genera  Insectorum)  ;  190  of  these  are  Indian,  a  small  proportion 
being  plains  species.  The  student  should  consult  Elwes’  Revision  of 
Oriental  Hesperiidae  (Trans.,  Zool.  Soc.,  1896,  XIV,  p.  101)  where  many 
species  are  figured  in  colour  as  well  as  Watson’s  “  Hesperia  Indica  ” 
(1891)  and  de  Niceville’s  papers.  The  family  is  divided  into  the  follow¬ 
ing  sub-families  : — 

Pyrhopyginae,  Hesperiinae,  Ismeninae,  Pamphilinae,  Mega,  thy  min  ae. 


. 


PLATE  XXXIII.— Parnara  Mathia 


The  Rice  Skipper. 


1.  Eggs,  from  the  side. 

2.  Young  larva  webbing  up  leaves. 

3.  Full-grown  larva. 

4.  Pupa  in  rolled  leaf. 

5 

6.  >  Imago. 

7.  I 


Puparia  of  Tachinid  parasites, 


10.  Ichneumon  parasite, 
l  Tachinid  parasites. 


12. 


J  Tachinid  parasites, 
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Ismenince. — The  life-history  of  Badamia  exclamationis,  Fabr.,  is 
told  by  Dudgeon  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  H.  Soc.,  X,  1895,  p.  184)  and  his 
account  is  quoted  by  Sharp.  The  caterpillar  feeds  on  Canna. 

Pamphilince  A. — Suastus  gremius  is  superficially  like  Parnara  mathias, 
but  has  black  spots  on  the  hindwing  beneath.  It  is  recorded  as  feeding 
on  rice,  but  probably  is  a  palm  leaf  feeder  principally,  Davidson  and 
Aitken  rearing  it  only  from  several  palms.  It  is  stated  to  be  the  com¬ 
monest  skipper  in  Lucknow  (Phillipe).  De  Niceville  gave  an  account 
of  it  in  Indian  Museum  Notes  (I,  p.  9). 

Gangara  thyrsis,  Mo.  (fig.  295),  is  a  larger  species  whose  larva  also  feeds 
on  palms.  Aitken  speaks  of  the  butterfly  as  coming  out  before  dawn 
and  after  dusk.  Matapa  aria,  Mo.,  was  found  commonly  in  Calcutta, 
feeding  on  bamboo  leaves  by  de  Niceville  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  V, 
p.  115). 

Pamphilince  B. — Parnara  ( Chapra )  mathias ,  Fabr.  (Plate  XXXIII),  is 
perhaps  the  most  abundant  of  the  family  in  the  plains,  a  small  olive 


Fig.  296— Parnara  colaca. 

(I.  M.  N.) 


$ 

Fig.  298— Park aon a  palmarum. 

FEMALE.  (I.  M.  N.) 


Fig.  297— Pa  de  aon  a  palmarum 
MALE.  (I.  M.  N.) 


brown  species  with  whitish  speckles 
on  each  side  of  the  wings.  It  is  com- 
me  nly  found  on  rice  as  a  larva  or  pupa 
and  is  occasionally  destructive.  There 
appear  to  be  two  broods  on  rice  during 
the  rains  as  a  rule  ;  P.  colaca,  Mo.,  is 
stated  to  have  fed  in  paddy  in  Savan. 
(I.  M.  N.,  Ill,  3,  p.  4.) 


Telicota  (Padraona)  palmarum ,  Mo.,  is  recorded  from  Date  palm 
and  is  widespread  in  India.  T.  augias,  Linn.,  is  one  of  the  very  common 
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plains  species,  coloured,  like  the  above,  in  orange  and  olive-black  ;  its 
larva  is  found  breeding  commonly  on  sugarcane,  also  on  bamboos  and  rice 
rarely. 

Udaspes  folus,  Cram.,  is  a  small  black  and  white  species  whose 
larva  feeds  on  turmeric  and  ginger.  It  is  rarely  abundant  or  injurious, 
but  is  widespread  over  the  plains. 

HETEROCERA.  -Moik 

While  there  is  no  distinct  gap  between  the  Rhopalocera  and  Hetero- 
cera,  there  is  justification  from  the  practical  point  of  view  in  separating 
the  two  Divisions ;  the  latter  have  antennse  not  knobbed,  do  not 
as  a  rule  fly  by  day,  and  pupate  commonly  in  a  cocoon  or  in  concealment. 
This  great  group  is  a  very  large  assemblage  of  species  and  both  logically 
and  practically  requires  breaking  up  to  form  workable  series.  A 
number  of  families  were  formerly  separated  as  Microlepidoptera,  or 
Small  Moths,  but  the  limits  of  this  series  was  ill  defined.  We  have 
preferred  to  divide  them  into  three  series  as  follows  : — 

I.  Heterocera.  Thirty-one  families,  the  typical  Moths. 

(see  page  399.) 

II.  Microlepidoptera.  Ten  families,  the  smaller  moths  : 

Hindwing,  vein  8  free,  lc  absent. 

Hindwing  vein  8  connected  to  cell 
by  a  bar  or  free,  lc  present 

Hindwing  vein  8  aborted,  lc  present. 

Hindwing  vein  8  anastomosing 

with  or  closely  approximated  to 
7.  lc  present. 

Wings  divided  into  plumes. 

III.  Protolcpidoptera . 

Cell  of  hindwing  emitting  more 
than  6  veins. 

On  this  division,  we  get  in  one  series  ( Microlepidoptera )  the  families 
placed  by  Hampson  (as  above)  at  the  foot  of  the  order,  but  also 
families  in  which  (1)  the  egg  is  flattened,  not  upright,  spherical  or 
sculptured  and  (2)  the  larva  is  “  Pyrali-form,”  the  suckerfeet  in  a  circle 


(  Callidulidce. 

<  Drepanidce 
(_  Thyrididce. 

(  Zygcenidce. 

<  Tortricidce 
(  Tineidce. 

Sesiidce. 


Pyralidce. 

f  Pterophoridce. 
{  Orneodidce. 


(  Hepialidce. 

(  Micropterygidce . 
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PLATE  XXXIV.— Syhtomids  and  Noctuids. 


1 .  Syntomis  cyssea,  larva. 

2.  „  ,,  pupa. 

3.  ,,  „  male. 

4.  „  „  female. 

5.  Aegocera  venulia  (Agaristidae). 

6.  Euchromia  polymeria  (Syntomidae). 

7.  Ceryx  godarti.  „ 

8.  Psychotoe  duvaucelii.  ,, 

9.  Syntomis  sperbius.  ,, 

10.  Agrotis  c-nigrum,  larva  (Nocluidae). 

>>  JJ  55 

12.  Polytela  gloriosae  „ 

13.  Homoptera  umbrina  „ 
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and  not  in  two  opposed  lines.  From  the  working  point  of  view  the 
Microlepidoptera  becomes  a  useful  assemblage  of  fairly  distinct  insects. 

We  discuss  first  the  typical  Heterocera,  following  the  order  of  Hamp- 
son’s  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera  and  enumerating  at  the  head  of  each 
family  the  characters  given  by  him  as  regards  venation.  The  student 
will  find  descriptions,  etc.,  in  the  Fauna  of  India  and  in  the  author’s 
subsequent  papers,  still  being  issued,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Bombay 
Natural  History  Society. 

Syntomim:. 

Hindwing  with  vein  8  absent  or  short ,  1  c.  absent.  Forewing 
with  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 

These  moths  have,  as  a  rule,  a  peculiar  facies,  the  wings  have  hyaline 
patches,  the  hind  wing  is  often  reduced  in  size.  They  are  small  or  of 
moderate  size,  the  colouring  is  bright  and  the  plains  species  are  day¬ 
flying.  The  student  will  confuse  them  with  Zyganidce ,  from  which 
they  are  distinguishable  only  on  the  venation. 

The  life-histories  of  some  Indian  species  are  known  ;  eggs  are  round, 
yellow,  laid  in  masses  together  on  the  foodplant  or  soil ;  the  larvae  are 
clothed  in  tufts  of  hair,  dull-coloured  and  inconspicuous  as  a  rule  (Plate 
XXXIV).  They  make  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair  on  the  soil.  The  moths 
are  commonly  found  sitting  exposed  on  grass  stems  and  plants  by  day, 
the  conspicuous  colouring  being  apparently  warning.  Until  more  is 
known,  it  is  impossible  to  discuss  hibernation  ;  it  is  noticeable  that 
Syntomis  sperbius  and  S.  cyssea  are,  in  the  plains,  common  in  the  cold 
weather  both  as  moths  and  as  larvae  ;  larvae  have  been  reared  on  rabi 
(winter)  crops,  as  well  as  on  kharif  (rainy  season)  crops  ;  it  is  uncertain 
whether  we  have  some  species  which  breed  only  in  the  cold  weather  and 
some  only  in  the  rains,  or  whether  some  breed  all  the  year.  Develop¬ 
ment  is  not  rapid  and  there  are  probably  few  broods  a  year.  None 
are  known  to  be  pests,  though  some  feed  upon  cultivated  plants. 
Hampson  enumerates  1,100  species  in  the  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera 
Phalaenoe  of  which  about  100  are  u  Indian  ”  and  perhaps  ten  found  in 
the  plains. 

Psychotoe  duvauceli,  Boisd.  (Plate  XXXIV,  fig.  8),  is  a  small  dusky 
moth,  with  smoky  wings  and  the  abdomen  with  two  orange  bands,  dilated 
towards  the  apex.  It  is  common  in  the  plains  though  rarely  noticed, 
in,  28 
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Ceryx ,  in  which  vein  3  of  hind  wing  is  absent,  is  commonly 
represented  by  two  species,  godarti ,  Boisd.  (Plate  XXXIV,  fig.  7),  with 
two  abdominal  yellow  bands,  the  hind  wing  with  a  narrow  black  border, 
and  imaon ,  Cram.,  with  a  broader  black  border  to  the  hind  wing. 

Syntomis ,  in  which  vein  3  of  the  hind  wing  is  present,  is  similar  in 
appearance,  S.  passalis ,  Fabr.,  has  seven  narrow  cupreous  bands  on  the 
abdomen.  S.  cyssea,  Cram.,  and  S.  sperbius,  Fabr..  have  each  two  orange 
bands  on  the  abdomen,  the  former  having  a  yellow  collar,  the  latter  a 
yellow  metathoracic  patch  between  the  wings.  S.  cyssea ,  Cram.,  and  S. 
sperbius,  Fabr.,  have  been  reared  from  red  brown  larvae  (Plate  XXXIV, 
figs.  1-4  and  9)  with  dense  short  tufts  of  hair  found  feeding  upon 
sweet-potato,  wild  Convolvulacece  and  oats.  They  appear  to  be  the  most 
abundant  species  in  the  plains. 

S.  passalis,  Sulz.,  is  less  common  but  its  larva  may  be  found  upon 
bean  leaves  ;  the  life-history  occupies  two  months  and  broods  succeed 
each  other  throughout  the  year. 

Euchromia  polymena,  Linn.  (Plate  XXXIV,  fig.  6),  has  broad  orange 
spots  on  the  wings,  two  or  more  crimson  bands  on  the  abdomen, 
and  touches  of  metallic  blue  on  the  thorax  and  base  of  each  wing.  It 
has  a  reddish  larva,  with  longer  tufts  of  hair  at  each  end,  which  feeds 
upon  wild  Convolvulacece. \ 


Arctiid^:. 

Hindwing  with  vein  8  anastomosing  with  the  cell  to  near  or  beyond  the 
middle  ;  then  remote  from  7  ;  frenulum  present.  Forewing  with 
vein  5  nearer  4  than  6.  Hindwing  with  vein  1  c  absent . 

In  this  family  we  have  principally  small  to  moderate  sized  moths, 
often  of  bright  colouring.  The  precise  object  of  the  bright  colouring 
is  not  clear  since  the  majority  are  nocturnal  in  habit,  but  as  white  is 
often  the  ground  colour,  making  the  moths  conspicuous  in  the  dusk, 
it  may  be  a  form  of  warning  colouring. 

The  antennae  are  usually  ciliated  or  bipectinated,  the  head  small 
and  inconspicuous  ;  the  proboscis  is  well  developed,  the  palpi  commonly 
short  and  porrect.  The  body  is  robust  and  hairy  or  well  scaled  ;  wings 
are  present  in  both  sexes  ;  males  and  females  are  alike  in  colouring 
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and  appearance,  the  former  often  distinguishable  by  the  pectination  of 
the  antennae.  The  round  sculptured  eggs  are  commonly  laid  in  clusters 


Fig.  299— Amsaota  albistriga  x  2  (I.  M.  N.). 


upon  the  foodplant  and  the  moths  are  often  very  prolific.  Larvae  are 
commonly  hairy,  with  tufts  of  long  hair  or  a  dense  uniform  clothing. 
(Plate  XXXV.)  Five  pairs  of  prolegs  are  present  in  all  but  one 
division  ( Nolince )  in  which  the  first  pair  is  aborted.  All  the  known 


Fig.  300— Amsacta  albistriga  larva  x  2  (I.'M.  N.). 


larvae  are  herbivorous  and  the  majority  feed  openly  upon  plants. 
Pupation  takes  place  on  the  soil  in  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair.  Moths 
are  commonly  crepuscular  or  nocturnal  and  come  to  light  in  many  cases. 
So  far  as  has  been  ascertained,  hibernation  is  passed  as  a  pupa  in  the 
cocoon  in  a  sheltered  place  on  or  in  the  soil,  the  majority  of  the  moths 
not  emerging  until  the  first  heavy  fall  of  rain.  There  are  exceptions 
to  this  rule,  some  moths  emerging  in  the  dry  hot  weather  and  breeding 
then  if  food  is  available.  The  number  of  broods  varies  from  one 
or  two  to  as  many  as  eight.  Several  are  injurious  owing  to  their  very 
great  multiplication  under  favourable  circumstances  and  to  their 
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omnivorous  habits ;  they  are  the  common  “  hairy  caterpillars  ” 
which  are  well-known  pests  in  the  plains,  especially  during  the  early 
weeks  of  the  rains.  The  larvae  are  very  extensively  parasitised  by  para¬ 
sitic  Hymenoptera  and  Tachinidae  ;  there  is  some  reason  for  believing 
that  they  are  less  attacked  by  birds  than  the  Noctuidae,  for  instance, 
possibly  on  account  of  their  hairy  covering. 

Hampson  in  the  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera  Phalaenae,  after  separating 
the  Nycteolince  and  placing  them  in  the  Noctuidce,  sub-divides  the  family 
as  follows  :  Nolince  without  ocelli,  with  tufts  of  raised  scales  in  the  cell ; 
Lithosiince  without  ocelli,  without  tufts  ;  Arctiince  with  ocelli,  without 
tufts.  If  the  later  classification  be  followed,  the  nomenclature  and 
arrangement  of  the  family  as  given  in  the  Fauna  of  India  is  of  no  value 
to  the  student.  The  later  arrangement  is  adopted  here  as  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  before  a  revision  of  the  very  useful  Fauna  of  India 
volume  will  be  published. 

Nolince. — Small  moths,  with  tufts  of  raised  scales  in  the  forewing. 
Most  are  hill  species,  the  moths  found  on  trees,  the  larvae  generally  feeding 


Fig.  301— Rceselia*fola  :  larvje  x  \\  (I.  M.  N.). 


upon  lichens  and  having  the  first  pair  of  prolegs  absent.  Celama  inter- 
nella,  Wlk.  (Nola  pascua,  Swinh.),  occurs  in  widely  scattered  localities  in 
India,  the  larva  feeding  on  the  shoots  of  the  plants  of  the  genus  Ruhus ; 
the  cocoon  is  boat-shaped,  of  silk  and  pieces  of  plant,  exposed.  The  moth 
is  white,  the  forewing  marked  and  suffused  with  brown,  the  hindwing 


ELATE  XXXV. — Diacrisia  Obliqua. 

Behar  Hairy  Caterpillar. 

Fig.  1.  Young  larva. 

„  2.  Full-grown  larva. 

5>  >J  U  J> 

„  4.  Pupa. 

5.  | 

„  6.  Imago. 

,,  7.  ) 

,,  y.  Ichneumon  cocoon. 

„  9. 


BEHAR  HAIRY  CATERPILLAR. 


•Bngraved  and  printed 
by  27i*  Calcutta  phototype  Co. 
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tinged  with  fuscous  in  the  female,  with  yellow  in  the  male.  Nola  argen - 
lalis,  Mo.,  is  found  in  Sikkim,  its  larva  being  stated  by  Dudgeon  to  mimic 
a  Coccid  which  lives  on  the  same  leaves.  Rceselia  fold,  Swinh.,  was  found 
by  de  Niceville  in  Calcutta  on  country  almond  ( Terminalia  catappa)  and 
he  figures  it.  (I.  M.  N.,  V,  pi.  X).  We  reproduce  his  figures.  R.  ligni- 
fera,  Wlk.,  also  occurs  in  Mhow  (Forsayeth),  and  Dudgeon  describes  the 
larva  as  making  a  cocoon  of  pieces  of  rotten  wood,  bark  and  interlaced 
long  hairs. 

Lithosiince.  Brightly  coloured  moths,  small  or  moderate  in  size, 
flying  by  day  or  in  the  dusk.  The  larva  has  few  hairs  and  frequently 
feeds  on  lichens,  the  pupa  being  in  a  thin  cocoon  of  hairs.  Ilema  vicaria, 
Wlk.  (Lithosia  antica ,  Wlk.),  though  a  hill  species,  occurs  sparingly  in  the 
plains,  a  small  moth  with  narrow  wings,  lead  colour,  with  a  yellow  margin. 

Chioncema  (Cyana)  peregrina,  Wlk. ,  is  a  white  moth  with  wings  banded 
in  scarlet,  found  in  the  moister  parts  of  India.  Asura  (Nepita)  conferta, 
Wlk.,  is  perhaps  the  most  common  of  the  family  after  Utetheisa.  The 
dark-coloured  caterpillar,  with  tufts  of  hair  and  orange  spots,  is  very 
abundant  in  the  rainy  season,  on  house  walls,  paths,  verandahs,  etc.  ; 
it  feeds  on  lichens  and  often  appears  in  great  numbers  in  towns.  The 
moth  is  orange,  the  forewings  banded  with  black,  the  hindwing  orange, 
with  a  terminal  black  band.  Asura  ( Miltochrista )  semifascia ,  Wlk.,  is 
a  small  moth,  pale  yellow  in  colour,  the  forewing  lined  and  spotted  with 
black.  The  larva  feeds  on  mosses  ;  it  is  clothed  in  black  hair,  “  which 
opens  out  at  the  joints  when  it  rolls  itself  into  a  ball.”  (Hampson.) 

Arctiince.  Brightly  coloured  moths,  of  moderate  size  and  with  stout 
bodies  ;  the  larvae  have  five  pairs  of  prolegs  and  are  clothed  in  long  hair  ; 
the  pupa  is  in  a  cocoon  formed  of  silk  and  hair.  Most  are  hill  species, 
a  considerable  number  widespread  through  the  plains. 

Diacrisia  is  a  large  genus  with  many  Indian  species.  D.  obliqua, 
Wlk.  (S pilosoma  todara ,  dalbergice,  bifascia),  is  common  in  and  near  the 
hills  and  in  forest  localities  ;  it  is  the  predominant  hairy  caterpillar 
of  Behar  and  occurs,  for  instance,  also  at  Poona  ;  the  larva  is  hairy,  the 
ground  colour  black  and  yellow,  the  long  hairs  black  or  black  and  white. 
(Plate  XXXV.)  It  has  as  many  as  eight  broods  in  a  year,  a  single 
generation  taking  from  five  weeks  in  the  rains  to  2  j  months  in  the  cold 
weather,  though  the  latter  is  exceptional.  They  are  found  in  vast 
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numbers  at  some  seasons  and  are  almost  omnivorous  so  far  as  crops  and 
low  herbage  is  concerned.  There  are  several  varieties  of  the  moth? 
the  var.  confusa  which  is  suffused  with  red  being  a  common  one. 

Amsacta  lineola,  Fabr.  ( Creatonotus  emittens ),  A.  lactinea,  Cr.5  and  A. 
Moorei,  Butl.,  are  found  in  the  plains,  being  destructive  to  a  variety  of 


Fig.  302— Amsacta  lactinea  larva,  full  grown  x  2. 


crops.  Their  larvae  are  densely  clothed  in  dark  hair  and  appear  in  swarms 
in  the  rainy  season.  The  moths  may  be  distinguished  by  their  colouring. 
Amsacta  albistriga ,  Wlk.  (figs.  299,  300),  is  recorded  from  South  India, 
where  it  feeds  upon  groundnut.  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Y,  p.  50.)  Creatonotus 
gangis ,  Linn.  ( interruptus ),  is  also  common,  the  larva  hairy  with  a  yellow 
stripe,  the  moth  pinkish  with  a  broad  black  fascia  on  the  forewing. 
Estigmene  perrotteti,  Guer.  (Alphsea  biguttata),  is  a  beautiful  moth, 
the  forewing  black  with  a  longitudinal  white  fascia,  the  hindwing  red 
with  black  blotches,  found  widely  over  the  moister  parts  of  India.  With 
it  is  E.  vittata ,  Mo.,  found  principally  in  the  Mysore  and  Nilgiri  plateau. 

Pericallia  ricini,  Fabr.,  is  a  striking  insect,  the  forewing  grey-brown , 
with  series  of  dark  spots  with  light  edges,  the  hindwing  scarlet  with  black 
bands.  The  hairy  caterpillar 
is  a  pest  to  castor  and  Cu- 
curbitacece,  and  is  general 
over  India.  Utetheisa  pul- 
chella,  Linn.,  is  a  common 
species  in  the  plains,  the 
moth  flitting  about  herbage 
in  the  day.  It  is  widely 
scattered  over  the  old  world. 

The  brightly  coloured  Fig.  303— Amsacta  lactinea  (I.  M.  N.). 
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caterpillar  feeds  upon  Sann  Hemp  and  wild  Crotalaria.  (Agric.  Journ. 
India,  Vol.  I.)  Rhodogastria  astreas ,  Dr.,  occurs  widely  spread  through 
the  hills  and  plains.  The  larva  is  green  with  few  hairs  and  series  of 
black  spots  ;  the  moth  is  noticeable  by  the  hyaline  wings  clouded  with 
fuscous  at  the  margins. 


Fig.  304— Amsacta  moorei  x  2. 


Collecting.—  In  this  group  what  is  most  required  is  careful  study  of 
larvae,  their  food  habits  and  their  times  of  occurrence.  There  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  learnt  about  this  family,  which  is  an  important  one,  and  every 
opportunity  of  rearing  new  larvae  should  be  seized.  The  foodplants  are 
varied  and  require  careful  observation.  The  number  of  broods  is  a  very 
important  point  as  this  is  a  family  which  apparently  reacts  very 
markedly  to  climatic  influences  ;  a  great  mass  of  information  is  required 
before  we  can  be  in  a  position  to  generalise  on  this  point,  and  much  inter¬ 
esting  work  has  to  be  done.  Each  species  must  be  studied  distinctly 
and  in  detail  and  every  capture  and  date  will  ultimately  be  valuable. 

AgaristidvE. 

Antennce  dilated  toivards  the  afex  :  Hindwing  with  vein  8 
anastomosing  with  the  cell  at  base ,  then  remote ,  vein  1  c. 
absent.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 

A  small  and  unimportant  family  of  moths,  mostly  of  moderate  size, 
found  flying  by  day.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  brightly  coloured  and  resemble 
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Noctuidce.  The  larvae  are  clothed  with  long  scattered  hairs  and  have 
lateral  tufts  ;  the  pupae  are  naked,  without  cocoon.  None  are  of  any 
economic  importance.  Hampson  enumerates  six  genera  and  34  species 
as  Indian,  of  which  5  are  not  confined  to  the  hills. 

Exsula  (Eusemia)  victrix ,  W estw. ,  occurs  in  North-West  India  and 
Burma.  It  is  a  large  moth,  the  forewing  black,  spotted  with  blue  and 
yellow,  the  hindwing  blue  and  black.  Eusemia  adulatrix,  Kolb,  is 
common  throughout  the  hills  of  India.  The  black  forewing  is  banded 
with  yellow  and  has  blue  spots  at  the  base  ;  the  hindwing  is  black  with 
red  or  orange  spots.  The  genus  Zalissa  is  by  Hampson  placed  in  the 
Noctuidae  in  the  new  volume.  Aegocera  venulia,  Cram.  (Plate  XXXIY, 
fig.  5),  and  A.  bimacula ,  Wlk.,  are  the  common  plains  species  ;  the 
palpi  are  clothed  with  long  hair,  the  antennae  dilated,  the  forewing  is 
red-brown  with  a  light  median  streak. 

Noctuidje. 

Antennce  not  dilated ,  hindwing  with  vein  8  anastomosing  with  the  cell 
at  base  then  diverging ,  1c.  absent.  Frenulum  present .  Forewing  with 
5  from  nearer  4  than  6.  Moths  with  short  robust  bodies  ;  moderate 
antennce,  which  are  pectinate  in  the  males  of  a  few,  usually  simple  or 
ciliate.  The  forewing  is  stiff  and  narrow,  the  hindwing  larger.  Colours 
usually  sombre. 

This  very  large  family  includes  moths  varying  from  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  to  five  inches  in  expanse,  the  majority  of  about  two  inches.  Some 
of  the  very  largest  moths  are  included  in  this  family  as  well  as  some  of 
the  smaller.  The  colours  are  mainly  cryptic  and  sombre  combined  often 
with  deceptive  colouring,  often  so  assimilating  the  insect  to  its  surround¬ 
ings  that  it  habitually  spends  the  day  sitting  motionless  on  a  tree-trunk 
or  stone,  securely  protected  by  its  invisibility.  There  is  a  general  similar¬ 
ity  of  facies  about  the  majority,  which  helps  in  placing  them,  whilst 
some  have  the  form  associated  with  other  families.  The  antennse  are 
moderately  long,  usually  simple  or  ciliated,  sometimes  pectinate.  The 
labial  palpi  are  prominent  and  are  of  value  in  the  classification,  being 
porrect  or  upturned,  in  some  very  large  and  conspicuous.  The  probos¬ 
cis  is  usually  present.  The  thorax  is  robust  and  densely  scaled  or  hairy, 
the  abdomen  short,  thick  and  evenly  tapering,  clothed  in  hair  and 


PLATE  XXXVI.— Noctcidjs. 


1.  Zalissa  venosa.  Larva  full-grown. 

2.  „  ,,  Larva,  2nd  and  3rd  abdominal  segments. 

3.  ,,  „  ,,  with  cocoons  of  braconid  parasitic 

larvae  that  have  emerged  from  it  and  pupated. 

4.  Zalissa  venosa.  Pupa. 

5.  ,,  ,,  Hind  end  of  pupa. 

6.  ,,  ,,  Moth. 

7.  Cosmophila  erosa.  Female. 

8.  ,,  „  Male. 

9.  Eublemma  cretacea 
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often  tufted.  The  legs  are  of  moderate  size,  the  tibiae  often  with  spurs 
and  spines.  Males  are  distinguished  by  many  minor  characters  such 
as  the  pectination  or  ciliation  of  the  antennae,  the  presence  of  scent 
diffusing  hair-tufts  on  wings  or  legs  and  rarely  by  the  different 
colouring  ;  females  are  usually  the  larger. 

The  life-history  in  all  is  uniform  in  general  characters.  The  eggs  are 
round  and  the  micropyle  is  at  the  top  ;  most  are  a  pearly  white  or  dull 
green,  beautifully  ribbed  and  sculptured  ;  they  are  laid  singly  or  in 
clusters  on  the  foodplant,  the  clusters  sometimes  covered  with  hair.  The 
larvae  have  three  to  five  pairs  of  prolegs,  the  first  two  pairs  being  reduced 
in  some  sub-families  when  the  motion  approaches  that  of  the  true  looping 
caterpillars  ;  these  larvae  are  known  as  semi-loopers  and  it  is  worth  note 
that  the  first  two  pairs  of  prolegs  are  proportionately  less  developed  in 
the  young  than  in  the  old  larva.  The  hooks  on  the  prolegs  are  arranged 
in  two  opposed  lines  and  not  in  a  circle.  As  a  rule,  the  larvae  are  not 
clothed  in  hair,  nor  do  they  have  long  processes.  The  typical  larva  is 
smooth  with  regularly  disposed  short  hairs  and  a  dull  brown  or  green 
colouring.  (Plate  XXVIII,  figs.  2,  5.)  With  very  few  exceptions  they  are 
herbivorous,  a  few  boring  in  plants,  the  majority  living  on  leaves. 
Eublemma  is  the  sole  genus  known  to  include  larvae  which  habitually 
feed  on  mealy  bugs,  but  many  leaf-eating  larvae  are  cannibals  if 
confined  with  insufficient  food. 

Pupation  takes  place  in  the  soil  with  no  cocoon,  but  a  case  of  consolid¬ 
ated  earth,  on  the  surface  with  a  cocoon  and  leaves,  or,  more  rarely,  on 
plants  in  a  cocoon.  The  imago  is  nocturnal,  emerging  at  dusk.  Hiber¬ 
nation,  when  it  occurs,  takes  place  normally  in  the  resting  larva  or  pupa 
stage,  a  few  living  through  the  winter  in  hiding  as  imagines.  Some  are 
active  through  the  winter,  especially  in  the  moister  parts  of  India,  but 
the  majority  have  food  only  in  the  rains.  A  number  emerge  as  imagines 
in  March  and  live  until  the  rains  if  their  foodplant  is  not  available.  Little 
is  known  as  to  the  food  of  the  imago,  but  it  is  certain  that  some  feed  on 
nectar,  on  fruit  juice  and  on  the  sap  exuding  from  plants.  Some  (e.g., 
Ophideres)  are  habitual  feeders  on  the  juice  of  fruits,  piercing  the  rind  with 
their  proboscis  to  obtain  the  juice.  In  some  reproduction  is  very  rapid 
and  the  number  of  eggs  laid  totals  hundreds  and  in  some  cases  thousands. 
The  smaller  forms  destructive  to  crops  have  several  broods  yearly,  the 
larger  forms  and  wild  forms  only  one  or  two. 
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A  considerable  number  have  a  large  number  of  foodplants,  including 
cultivated  plants,  and  these  often  become  injuriously  abundant.  The 
pests  fall  into  several  series,  as  pests,  including  the  seed-eating  species, 
the  surface  caterpillars,  the  swarming  caterpillars  and  leaf-eating  cater¬ 
pillars.  None  are  household  or  grain  pests.  These  insects  have  many 
enemies,  notably  the  parasitic  Hymenoptera  and  Diptera.  These  para¬ 
sites  can  very  commonly  be  reared  from  the  larvae  or  pupae  and  constitute 
a  very  important  check  without  which  the  crop  feeding  species  would 
be  far  more  frequently  injurious.  Predaceous  insects  (e.g.,  Carabidce) 
also  attack  the  larvae,  and  the  fossorial  Hymenoptera  carry  them  off  to 
store  for  their  young.  Birds,  especially  Mynas,  attack  the  larvae,  and  the 
moths  are  probably  destroyed  by  birds  and  bats. 

The  family  is  a  very  large  one,  Hampson  listing  more  than  2,000 
Indian  forms,  the  majority  of  which  are  from  the  hills.  The  number  of 
species  actually  generally  distributed  outside  the  hill  and  forest  areas  is 
probably  within  300,  but  these  have  not  been  as  carefully  collected. 
About  fifty  are  known  as  crop  pests  or  feeders  on  cultivated  plants  and 
this  number  will  probably  be  increased. 

Hampson  in  the  Fauna  of  India  divides  them  into  nine  sub -families. 
In  his  more  recent  Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera  Phalaenae,  wherein  he  lists 
the  species  of  the  world,  the  classification  is  revised  and  fifteen  sub -fami¬ 
lies  are  recognised.  While  this  is  probably  a  more  natural  classification, 
it  is  as  yet  incomplete,  and  as  the  nomenclature  formerly  used  differs 
markedly  from  that  now  being  published,  the  revised  nomenclature  is 
used,  when  possible,  with  the  old  in  a  bracket,  thus  admitting  of  reference 
to  the  volumes  on  the  Fauna  of  India  ;  the  sub-families  adopted  are  those 
of  the  Catalogue,  and  we  have  followed  Dudgeon*  in  placing  the  genera 
in  their  sub -families. 


Key  to  the  Sub-families. 

A.  Maxillary  palpi  absent. 

B.  Hindwing  with  vein  5  obsolescent  from  or 

from  just  below  middle  of  discocellulars. 

C.  Mid  and  hind  tibiae,  or  hind  tibiae 

only  spined  . .  . .  .  .  Agrotince. 

*  We  have  to  thank  Dr.  Annandale  for  permission  to  use  the  Dudgeon  collection 
arrangement. 


KEY  TO  THE  SUB-FAMILIES. 


443 


C.C.  Mid  and  hind  tibiae  not  spined. 

D.  Eyes  hairy  . .  . .  . .  . .  Hadenince. 

D.D.  Eyes  not  hairy. 

Eyes  with  long  overhanging  cilia  . .  Cuculliance. 

Eyes  not  ciliated  . .  . .  . .  Acronyctince. 

B.B.  Hindwing  with  vein  5  well  developed. 

C.  Hindwing  with  vein  5  more  or  less  approxi¬ 
mated  to  4  at  base. 

D.  Frenulum  of  female  simple. 

Abdomen  with  lateral  anal  pencils  of  hair  . .  Euteliance. 
Abdomen  without  anal  pencils  of  hair  ;  forewing 
with  tufts  of  raised  scales  in  cell  . .  Stictopterince. 

D. D.  Frenulum  of  female  multiple. 

E.  Retinaculum  of  male  bar-shaped. 

Forewing  with  tufts  of  raised  scales  in  cell  Sarrothripince . 

Forewing  without  tufts  of  raised  scales  in  cell  Acontiance. 

E. E.  Retinaculum  of  male  not  bar-shaped. 

F.  Mid  tibiae  spined  . .  . .  . .  Catocalince. 

F. F.  Mid  tibiae  not  spined. 

G.  Eyes  hairy  . .  . .  . .  . .  Momince. 

G. G.  Eyes  not  hairy. 

H.  Eyes  with  long  overhanging  cilia  . .  Plusiance. 

H. H.  Eyes  not  ciliated. 

Hindwing  with  vein  5  from  close  to  lower  angle 

of  cell,  strong  . .  . .  . .  Noctuince. 

Hindwing  vein  5  from  well  above  angle  of  cell, 
rather  weak  . .  . .  . .  Erastriance. 

C.C.  Hindwing  with  vein  5  parallel  to  4  . .  Hypenince. 

A. A.  Maxillary  palpi  present  ..  ..  Hyblceince. 

As  the  further  classification  is  based  on  venation,  necessitating  the 
preparation  of  wings,  and  requiring  more  study  than  is  desirable,  the 
venation  has  been  disregarded  and  reference  to  it  omitted.  For  accurate 
identification,  the  venation  must  be  made  out  and  it  is  not  the  purpose 
of  this  volume  to  enable  species  to  be  identified.  The  student  of  the 
family  will  find  this  in  the  two  works  mentioned  above  and,  unless  the 
family  is  to  be  very  closely  studied,  it  is  advisable  not  to  attempt  to 
identify  a  species  solely  from  the  data  available  in  those  volumes,  and 
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without  a  reference  collection.  With  so  large  a  group  much  must  be 
omitted,  and  we  have  selected  for  mention  those  species  only  which  are 


likely  to  be  found  as  crop  pests,  which  are  found  feeding  on  common 
plants  or  which  are  striking  and  likely  to  be  noticed. 

Agrotince. — Hampson  lists  1,200  species,  of  which  about  a  tenth  are 
Indian  in  the  very  broadest  sense,  i.e.,  reach  some  part  of  the  Himalayan 
region  of  British  India.  A  very  small  number  get  beyond  the  Himalayas 
Southwards  into  India  proper,  these  occurring  principally  in  hill  locali¬ 
ties  such  as  the  Nilgiris  and  Western  Ghauts.  The  proportion  of  palse- 
arctic  species  ranging  completely  across  Northern  Europe  and  Asia  is 
very  striking  and  a  number  of  these  extend  into  the  Himalayas  and  rarely 
into  submontane  districts  of  India. 

Chloridea  (Heliothis)  includes  three  species  common  in  the  plains. 
C.  obsoleta,  F.  (armigera),  is  olive-grey  or  reddish  brown,  with  the  post- 
medial  line  indistinct  and  dentate.  C.  assulta ,  Guen.,  is  orange  to  orange- 
brown,  with  a  strongly  marked  postmedial  line  that  is  hardly  dentate  ; 
C.  peltigera,  Sch.,  is  ochreous  to  orange,  with  a  black  sub-terminal  point 
above  the  tornus.  The  first  is  the  universal  pest  known  as  the  Ameri¬ 
can  bollworm.  It  is  an  omnivorous  insect,  whose  life-history  is  elsewhere 
described  in  detail.  The  second  is  a  less  abundant  species,  feeding  on 
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tobacco  and  tipari  in  the  plains.  The  third  is  European  and  recorded 
from  scattered  localities  in  India. 

Adisura  (Chariclea)  marginalis,  Wlk.,  is  a  pretty  pink  and  yellow 
moth  common  in  the  plains.  A.  atcinsoni,  Mo.,  is  also  common,  but  has 
apparently  not  been  reared.  The  genus  Agrotis  as  it  stands  in  the  Fauna 
of  India  is  now  divided  on  structural  characters,  the  majority  falling  into 
Agrotis  and  Euxoa.  The  former  includes  A.  ypsilon ,  Rott.,  the  “  Uni¬ 
versal  Greasy  Cutworm  ”  and  the  very  common  A.  flammatra,  Fabr. 
Both  species  have  a  curious  habit  of  hiding  in  sheltered  spots  in  houses 
in  the  cold  weather,  and  the  latter  especially  is  found  in  thatched  roofs. 
In  March  the  moths  emerge,  and  when  my  office  was  in  a  thatched  barn, 
living  flammatra  moths  used  to  fall  out  of  the  thatch,  tightly  wrapped 
in  a  clothing  of  spiders’  web  ;  apparently  the  moths  hibernated  there, 
were  spun  up  by  spiders,  woke  up  in  March  and  in  struggling  to  escape 
fell  out  of  the  thatch.  Agrotis  c -nigrum,  Linn.,  and  A.  descript  a,  Brem., 
also  breed  in  the  plains  but  rarely.  (Plate  XXXI V,  figs.  10,  11.) 

Euxoa  includes  E.  segetis,  Sch.  ( suffusa ),  E.  corticea ,  Schiff.,  and 
E.  spinifera,  Roth.  ( biconica ),  with  other  less  common  species.  The  larvae 
of  these  behave  as  Surface  Caterpillars,  just  as  the  larva  of  A.  ypsilon  Rott., 
does;  all  are  figured  in  the  Agricultural  Journal,  Vol.  II,  p.  42,  and  in 
Memoirs  of  the  Agric.  Dept.,  Entom.,  Vol.  I,  No.  2. 

Hadenince. — Hampson  lists  946  species  in  the  world  of  which  over 
120  are  “  Indian.  ”  Nearly  all  of  these  are  species  occurring  in  Central 
and  Northern  Asia,  which  extend  into  the  Himalayas  and  rarely  into 
the  Khasis.  A  few  are  peculiar  to  India  and  Ceylon,  while  a  few  range 
over  the  Indo-Malayan  or  Indian  and  Indo-Chinese  area.  Glottula 
dominica,  Cram.,  is  a  dull  brown  moth,  the  forewing  with  a  series  of 
sub -marginal  lunules,  the  hindwing  white.  The  larva  bores  into  the 
fleshy  leaves  of  lilies  and  is  black,  thickset  and  warty,  spotted  with 
white,  the  head,  legs  and  two  ends  of  the  body  marked  with  red.  It  is 
a  conspicuous  insect  with  apparently  warning  colouring.  Polytela 
gloriosce ,  F.,  has  a  somewhat  similar  larva,  but  smooth,  and  slightly 
differently  marked.  It  feeds  upon  the  leaves  of  Amaryllids  and  the 
moth  is  blue-black,  with  orange  specks,  the  hindwing  alone  fuscous, 
with  orange  cilia.  It  is  a  pretty  and  striking  insect  with  more  beauty 
than  most  of  its  family.  (Plate  XXXIV,  fig.  12.) 
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Cirphis  (Leucania)  includes  two  very  common  species  known  as 
pests  in  the  plains.  C.  unipuncta,  Haw.,  is  the  destructive  “  Army  worm” 
of  world-wide  distribution,  whose  larvse  feed  upon  rice,  maize,  juar  and 
other  crops,  occurring  often  in  very  great  abundance.  There  is  a 
voluminous  literature  regarding  this  insect,  one  of  the  best  accounts  being 
Try  on’s  (Queensland  Agric.  Journ.,  1900,  p.  135).  He  states  that  the 
moth  lays  500  to  700  eggs,  there  being  two  broods  yearly  in  Australia  • 
abundant  enemies  and  parasites  check  its  excessive  multiplication  nor¬ 
mally.  The  larva  may  be  known  by  the  plate  over  the  base  of  each 
suckerfoot,  a  character  not  found  in  other  Indian  injurious  Noctuids. 
C.  loreyi,  Dup.,  is  also  found  upon  cereals,  but  the  larva  occurs  also  under¬ 
ground,  feeding  upon  the  roots  of  plants  or  coming  out  at  night  to  feed. 
C.  fragilis,  Butl.,  is  reported  as  having  been  destructive  to  wheat  in 
Chindwara,  but  has  not  been  found  since  that  time  as  a  pest. 

Borolia  is  most  commonly  represented  by  B.  vencdba,  Mo.,  whose 
larva  feeds  upon  rice  leaves. 

Polia  (Hadena)  is  a  large  genus  of  moths  superficially  like  Agrotis ? 
but  with  hairy  eyes  and  tufts  on  the  abdomen.  P.  consanguis,  Guem> 


Fig.  306— Eu scotia  sp.  larva  on  ocimitm  x  2 
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with  several  varieties,  is  common  and  has  been  reared  from  pupae  found  at 
the  roots  of  trees. 

Cuculiince — Hampson  lists  50  out  of  590  species  as  Himalayan, 
Khasi  Hills  or  Kashmir.  One  only  extends  further  South,  Euscotia 
inextricata ,  Mo.,  being  found  in  the  Nilgiris  and  Himalayas.  We  have 
one  other  and  apparently  undescribed  species  or  variety  reared  at  Pusa 
on  Ocimum  canum. 

Acronyctince.  Euplexia  conducta,  Wlk.,  feeds  on  Niger  seed,  Jute, 
Safflower  and  on  Coreopsis.  It  is  not  uncommon  on  the  former  plant. 
The  smoky  form  dolorosa  feeds  on  Kakaronda  ( Blumea  balsamifera). 
E.  melanospila,  Kolk,  is  a  moth  of  varied  markings  with  dark  green 
and  dark  brown  ground  colour,  common  in  the  plains.  E.  indistans , 
Guen. ,  has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  in  the  soft  bark  of  the  Gular  tree 
{Ficus  glomerata),  whither  they  had  retired  to  pupate.  Others  were 
found  under  the  bark  of  teak. 

Mudaria  cornifrons ,  Mo. ,  is  a  grey  moth  with  fuscous  markings  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  the  possession  of  a  three-pointed  chitinous  process  on  the 


frons.  Its  larva  is  commonly 
found  feeding  in  the  pods  of  silk 
cotton  ( Bombax  malabaricum). 
It  “  hibernates  ”  as  a  pupa  from 
May  or  June  to  the  following 
March,  in  the  soil ;  this  has  been 
conclusively  .proved  by  actual 
breeding  in  the  Pusa  insectary. 
Prodenia  littoralis,  Boisd.,  is 
widely  distributed  and  commonly 
destructive  ;  its  f oodplants  include 
a  great  number  of  wild  and 
cultivated  plants.  (Mem.  Dept. 
Agric.,  Ent.,  Yol.  I,  No.  2.)  The 
larva,  up  to  the  last  instar,  may 
be  known  by  the  transverse 
raised  black  band  across  the  first 


Fig.  307— Mudaria  cornifrons. 


abdominal  segment  above.  A  full  account  is  given  in  Mem.  Agric. 
Dept.  Ind.,  Ent.,  Yol.  II,  No.  6. 
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Spodoptera  mauritia ,  Boisd.,  is  a  grey  and  black  moth  with  a  blotch 
of  white  on  the  forewing,  distinguished  by  the  immense  tufts  of  hair  on 
the  forelegs  of  the  male.  The  larva  feeds  on  rice,  grasses  and  millets’ 
appearing  sometimes  in  great  abundance  in  the  rains  and  soon  after. 
It  is  often  obtainable  on  dubh  grass  (Cynodon  dactylon)  lawns,  with  other 
noctuid  larvae.  Berresa  turpis,  Wlk.,  is  a  smaller  dark-coloured  moth, 
most  easily  recognised  by  the  vesicle  in  the  cell  of  the  male  forewing, 
covered  by  a  tuft  of  scales  below  ;  it  is  common  at  the  close  of  the  rains. 
Amyna  selenampha,  Guen.,  and  A.  octo ,  Guen.,  are  deep  brown,  with 
slender  upturned  palpi  and  tapering  abdomen,  found  under  trees.  The 
larva  of  the  latter  has  been  reared  on  sweet  potato,  a  green  larva  with 
two  black  crescents  on  the  thorax  above.  The  former  is  recorded  by 
Green  as  a  serious  pest  to  the  Croton  Oil  plant  in  Ceylon. 

Callopistria  recurvata,  Mo.,  is  the  only  common  species  of  the  number 
found  in  India  ;  the  male  has  curiously  curved  antennae  with  three 
spatulate  hairs  at  the  curve,  the  legs  also  densely  clothed  with  long 
hair. 

Caradrina  is  a  genus  of  many  species,  of  which  one  is  abundant 
and  destructive.  This  is  the  cosmopolitan  C.  exigua,  Hubn.,  a  very 
widely  distributed  species,  destructive  to  a  number  of  crops  but  partic¬ 
ularly  to  indigo  in  its  young  stage.  ( See  Agric.  Journ.,  India,  Yol.  I, 
pt.  IV,  for  a  full  account.)  This  moth  is  like  a  small  Euxoa  segetis,  but 
has  no  spines  on  the  legs.  Caradrina  pecten,  Guen.,  was  reared  from 
larvae  found  in  the  dubh  grass  on  a  lawn  and  is  apparently  common.  The 
larva  is  brown  and  orange  with  black  stripes,  the  pupa,  as  usual,  in  the 
soil. 

Nonagria  uniformis,  Ddgn.  (Plate  XXXVII,  fig.  7),  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  inquiry,  since  it  is  the  important  stem-borer  of  wheat 
in  the  cold  weather ;  it  then  attacks  sugar-cane  and  injures  the  young 
shoots  and  canes  ;  it  has  been  reared  in  maize,  guinea  grass  and  juar,  and, 
finally,  it  severely  attacks  rice.  The  pink  caterpillar  is  a  borer,  not  feed¬ 
ing  in  the  open.  The  moth  is  dry-grass  colour  ;  the  species  is  not  recorded 
in  the  Fauna  of  India,  but  was  described  since,  and  the  species  N .  in- 
ferens  was  probably  confused  with  this,  since  the  specimens  in  the  Indian 
Museum  and  the  Pusa  collection,  from  which  it  was  described,  are  all 
stated  by  Mr.  Dudgeon  to  be  his  species,  N.  uniformis , 
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PLATE  IXXXVII.— Kootdidjs. 


.  1.  Tarache  tropica,  larva. 

2.  „  „  pupa. 

3.  ,,  ,,  moth. 

>}  ii  n 

5.  ,,  notabilis,  larva. 

6.  Plusia  daubei. 

7.  Nonagria  uniformis. 

8.  Eublemma  amabilis. 

9.  Acontia  intersepta. 

10.  Plusia  orichalcea. 

11.  ,,  agramma. 

12.  ,,  jessica. 


9 


N0CTU1M. 


449 


Euteliince. — A  single  genus,  Eutelia,  is  common  in  our  limits  with 
four  species,  E.  delatrix,  Guen. ;  E.  jocosatrix ,  Guen.  ;  E.  nugatrix,  Guen.  ; 
E.  favillatrix,  Wlk. 

Stictopterince . — Risoba  ohstructa ,  Mo.,  feeds  on  Quisqualis  indica 
and  is  common  in  the  plains.  Odontodes  aleuca,  Guen.,  is  a  deep  brown 
moth,  with  black  stipples  and  a  crenulate  margin  to  the  forewing,  found 
generally  in  the  plains. 

Sarrothripince. — The  wings  are  commonly  narrowed  at  the  base,  of 
even  width  otherwise,  with  patches  of  raised  scales  on  them.  The  palpi 


Fig.  308— Plotheia  celtis  larva,  cocoon  and 

PELLETS,  COCOON,  IMAGO.  (I.  M.  N. ) 


are  porrect  or  upturned.  Plotheia  celtis ,  Mo.,  is  a  small  grey  brown  moth 
with  a  spiral  dark  line  on  the  forewing.  Its  larva  feeds  on  the  leaves  of 
litchi  (Nephelium  litchi )  and  gular  ( Ficus  glomerata) ;  it  is  rather  sparsely 
clothed  with  long  grey  hairs  which  project  over  the  head  and  tail  and  from 
the  sides  ;  a  rough  silken  cocoon  is  formed  on  the  soil  covered  with  excre¬ 
ment  ;  the  life-history  is  rapid,  less  than  one  month  in  June.  De  Niceville 
records  it  also  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Y,  p.  108)  as  feeding  on  the  leaves  of 
Terminalia  catappa,  the  country  almond,  and  Gmelina  arborea.  Another 
species,  P.  nephelotis,  Meyr.,  has  been  found  feeding  on  the  leaf  of 
Brinjal  (Solanum  melongena)  and  this  appears  to  be  a  common  plains 
species.  The  larva  is  short  and  thickset,  dark  coloured  with  brilliant 
yellow  spots  and  long  hairs.  It  turns  the  edge  of  the  leaf  over  and  lives 
within. 
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Ghlumetia  trans versa,  WJk.,  is  worth  mention  as  de  Niceville  records 
it  (Ind  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  125)  as  boring  in  the  shoots  of  mango  at  Dehra 
Dun.  It  is  found  in  this  habitat  also  in  Bombay  and  has  once  been  reared 
on  litchi  leaves  with  a  batch  of  Plotheia  celtis.  Cletthara  sceptiea,  Swinh. , 
is  a  small  grey-black  speckled  moth,  whose  green  semi-looping  larva  was 
reared  from  velvet  beans.  It  appears  to  be  rare. 

Acontiince. — Acontia  includes  larger  moths  of  a  yellow  colour 
(Plate  XXXVII,  fig.  9)  whose  larvae  are  found  on  cotton,  bhindi  ( Hibis¬ 
cus  esculentus)  and  other  Malvacece.  The  larvae  are  green  with  white 
spots  and  short  hairs,  having  three  pairs  of  prolegs.  Four  species  are 
mentioned,  all  occurring  commonly,  A.  malvce,  Esp.,  A.  transversa,  Guen., 
A.  intersepta,  Guen.,  and  A.  grcellsii,  Feisth.,  though  we  doubt  their  real 
distinctiveness.  The  larva  of  Carea  subtilis,  Wlk.,  has  been  reared  on 
the  Jamun  tree  ( Eugenia  jambolana) ;  it  has  a  curious  voluntary  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  first  thoracic  segment,  which  gives  it  a  quaint  appearance. 
It  pupates  under  the  bark  in  a  cocoon  of  beautiful  white  silk. 

Callyna  jugaria,  Wlk.,  is  a  beautiful  moth,  the  forewing  deep  purple 
with  greyish  lines  and  an  apical  light  spot,  found  throughout  India, 
though  rarely. 

Catocalince — Anisoneura  hypocyanea,  Guen.,  is  the  large  deep  brown 
moth  with  many  dark  markings  which  emerges  in  June  and  is  found  on 
the  bark  of  trees  in  the  rains  and  flying  in  the  dusk.  It  has  an  expanse 
of  3|  to  5  inches,  and  is  most  beautifully  coloured  in  deep  brown  and 
black  to  harmonize  with  the  bark  when  both  wings  are  spread  fully  out. 

Nyctipao  includes  large  deep -coloured  moths  up  to  five  inches  in 
expanse,  with  posterior  tibiae  spined ;  the  large  ocellus-like  markings 

on  the  forewing  are  very  striking. 
Four  species  are  found,  N.  mac - 
rops,  Linn.,  N.  hieroglyphica,  Dr., 
N.  caprimulgus,  F.,  and  N.  crepus- 
cularis,  Linn.  The  male  of  the 
first  is  characterised  by  an  immen¬ 
se  tuft  of  buff  flocculent  hair  in  a 
costal  fold  of  the  hindwing. 

Remigia  includes  two  moths 
of  moderate  size,  brown  with 
variegated  lines.  R.  archesia , 


Fig.  309— Remigia  archesia. 
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Cram.,  is  deep  brown,  its  larva  is  yellow-green  with  broad  black 
stripes  and  attains  a  length  of  two  inches  ;  the  foodplants  include 
such  cultivated  leguminosae  as  Urid  (Phaseolus  mmgo)  and  indigo. 
It  is  one  of  the  many  caterpillars  found  upon  indigo  in  the  rains  and 
is  sometimes  extremely  abundant.  R.  frugalis,  Fabr.,  is  greyer  and 
less  distinctly  marked  ;  the  brown  larva  lives  on  rice,  juar  and  other 
Gramineae,  pupating  in  a  cocoon  surrounded  by  leaves.  It  is  a  common 
insect,  not  known  to  be  often  injurious.  Trigonodes  hyppasia,  Cram., 
is  readily  recognised  from  the  very  distinct  markings  ;  the  yellow 
semi-looping  larva  feeds  on  indigo  and  other  leguminosae,  with  Remigia 
archesia.  The  moths  are  often  extremely  abundant  in  long  grass  and 
are  found  at  almost  all  times.  T.  cephise,  Cram.,  though  recorded  only 
from  Burmah,  is  found  in  India. 


Fig.  310— Remigia  frugalis. 
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Fig.  311 — Trigoxodes  hyppasia. 


Grammodes  geometrica,  F.,  is  closely  allied,  the  markings  distinct 
and  recognisable,  found  also  in  grass ;  the  larva  feeds  on  rice.  G.  stolida , 
F.,  a  smaller  moth  is  also  found,  though  more  rarely.  Spirama  retorta , 
Cram.,  and  S.  vespertilio,  Fabr.,  are  large  dark  moths  with  the  pecu¬ 
liar  “  inverted  comma  ”  marking  on  the  fore  wing.  In  the  former  the 
female  has  the  ground  colour  ochreous,  the  male  having  the  forewing 
wholly  dark.  This  insect  appears  in  the  hot  weather. 

Ophiusa  is  a  large  genus  of  moderate-sized  moths  with  upturned 
palpi,  the  tibiae  fringed  with  long  hair  in  the  male.  The  larva  is  semi¬ 
looping,  with  the  first  or  first  two  pairs  of  prolegs  obsolescent  and  with  a 
double  process  on  the  hind  end  of  the  body.  There  are  several  common 
species,  the  most  abundant  being  0.  melicerte,  Dr.,  the  common  pest  of 
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castor  which  also  feeds  upon  the  common  weed,  dudhi  [Euphorbia  piluli  - 
fera.  For  a  full  account  see  Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  Ent.,  Yol.  II,  No.  3.  0. 

algira,  Linn.,  also  feeds  on  castor  but  appears  to  be  rarer.  Other  common 
species  are,  0.  serva ,  Fabr. ;  0.  illibata,  Fabr.  ;  0.  palumba,  Guen.  ;  0. 
dotata,  Fabr. ;  0.  mejanesi,  Guen.  ;  0.  arcuata,  Mo.  ;  0.  joviana,  Cram, 
(feeds  on  Phyllanthus) ;  0.  arctotcenia,  Guen.  ;  0.  analis ,  Guen. ;  0.  crameri, 
Mo. ;  0.  onelia,  Guen.  (feeds  on  Phyllanthus ) ;  0.  coronata,  Fabr.  (feeds  on 
Quisqualis,  and  has  the  hindwing  orange) ;  0.  trirhaca ,  Cram,  (hindwing 
orange,  feeds  on  guava) ;  0.  honesta,  Hubn.  (hindwing  crimson) ;  and 
0.  fulvotcenia,  Guen.,  in  which  the  male  has  the  mid  tibia  cleft  and 
filled  with  scales.  The  larva  of  0.  coronata ,  Fabr.,  is  very  striking,  a 
very  long  grey-brown  larva  with  two  tiny  oval  tubercles,  which  clings 
tightly  to  the  shoots,  pressed  closely  against  them  and  so  being  very 
difficult  to  see.  The  first  we  found  was  due  to  a  mynah  jumping  from 
the  ground  and  snapping  one  off  a  Quisqualis  bush. 

Homoptera  is  similar,  the  male  with  heavy  tufts  of  hair  on  the  fore 
tibiae.  It  includes  the  two  common  species,  H.  umbrina ,  Guen.  (Plate 
XXXIY,  fig.  13),  and  H.  glaucinans,  Guen.  ;  Forsayeth  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc., 
1884,  p.  379),  reared  these  species  and  his  paper  may  be  consulted. 

Momince  comprises  the  genus  Moma,  not  included  here. 

Plusiince.  Plusia  is  a  large  genus  of  which  several  species  occur 
in  the  plains,  some  as  pests.  The  discrimination  of  these  species  is  a 
matter  of  difficulty  as  the  markings  are  closely  alike  in  a  large  number 
of  species.  (Plate  XXXVII.)  P.  orichalcea,  Fabr.,  is  distinguishable 
at  once  by  the  large  brassy  patch  on  the  forewing,  occupying  the 
centre  up  to  the  outer  margin.  The  larva  feeds  on  Cruciferous  plants 
and  is  common  in  the  cold  weather  ;  it  is  green  with  a  marked  lateral 
white  line  and  conspicuous  black  spines.  P.  agramma,  Guen.,  is  nearly 
uniformly  coloured  in  grey-brown,  the  forewing  with  dull  bronzy 
reflections.  The  larva  feeds  on  Cucurbitaceous  plants.  (Plate 
XXVIII,  fig.  13.)  The  remaining  species  have  the  “  Y  ”  mark  in 
some  form  on  the  forewing  and  cannot  be  identified  save  from  a 
comparison  of  specimens.  P.  limbirena ,  Guen.,  feeds  upon  indigo  in 
Behar.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  162.)  P.  ni,  Hubn.,  is  not  uncommon 
feeding  upon  opium,  cabbage  and  safflower.  P.  signata ,  Fabr.,  feeds 
on  cabbage  and  is  an  occasional  pest.  P.  chalcytes,  Fabr.  (eriosoma, 
Doubl.),  is  common,  the  green  larva  feeding  on  mint  and  on  cultivated 
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pulses  and  Sann  hemp.  It  is  said  by  Sampson  to  feed  on  Ficus  ; 
Grote  reared  it  on  Geranium.  P.  nigrisigna ,  Wlk’.,  feeds  on 
gram,  lucerne  and  peas  and  is  a  common  pest.  P.  dauhei ,  Roisd, 
has  been  found  feeding  upon  mint,  the  larva  dull  brown  in  colour. 

Noctuince — Arete  ccerulea ,  Guen.,  is  a  dark  moth  with  blue  on  the 
wings,  the  male  with  a  long  fringe  of  hair  on  the  inner  margin  of  the 


Fig.  312— Arcte  ccerulea  larva. 
{From  Hampson.) 


hindwing.  We  figure  the  larva  from  Hampson.  Spiling  omorpha 
chlorea,  Cram.,  will  be  mistaken  for  a  hawk  moth,  a  large  moth  with 
long  narrow  body  and  forewing.  The  palpi  are  upturned,  the  third 
joint  long  and  slender  ;  Forsayeth  reared  the  larvae  on  an  Acacia, 
and  describes  them  as  green,  with  white  marks  and  a  bar  of  orange 
and  blue  which  can  be  concealed.  Polydesma  includes  moths  of 
moderate  size,  found  in  grass  or  on  the  bark  of  trees.  P.  quenavadi, 
Guen.,  has  been  reared  from  caterpillars,  found  in  bark.  Other  common 
species  are  P.  umbricola ,  Boisd.  ;  P.  spissa ,  Guen.  ;  and  P.  inangulata , 
Guen. 

Cosmophila  is  an  important  genus  with  four  common  species.  C. 
mesogona,  Wlk.,  is  dark  red-brown  in  colour  with  very  slight  markings. 
G.  sabulifera ,  Guen.,  is  distinct  with  some  doubt ;  its  colouring  is  very 
varied.  The  semi-looping  larva  is  found  on  j  ute  during  the  rains.  ( Agric. 
Jo  urn. ,  Vol.  II,  p.  109.)  C.  fulvida ,  Guen.,  is  stated  to  have  a  larva  with 
four  pairs  of  suckerfeet  that  feeds  on  Waltheria  indica.  It  has  been  found 
on  Abutilon  avicennce,  a  green  caterpillar  with  the  first  prolegs  reduced 
in  size ;  pupation  takes  place  in  a  leaf  folded  over  with  silk.  C.  erosa , 
Hubn.,  is  common  as  a  green  semi-looping  larva  on  cotton  and  malvaceous 
plants  ;  the  male  moth  is  darker  in  colouring  than  the  female.  (Plate 
XXXVI,  figs.  7,  8.)  The  semi-looping  larva  is  a  common  pest  of  cotton, 
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Malaclira  capitata,  bariar  (Sida  rhombifolia)  and  some  other  plants  during 
the  rains. 

Zalissa  venosa,  Mo.,  is  found  breeding  upon  the  common  creeper 
panchanjuria  ( Vitis  trifolia )  ;  we  figure  the  larva  which  is  not  common 
but  may  be  found  in  the  rains.  This  species  is  in  the  Fauna  placed  in  the 
Agaristidce.  (Plate  XXXVI.)  Trisula  variegata,  Mo.,  has  an  expanse 
of  three  to  five  inches,  and  is  red-brown  with  dark  markings.  The  larva 
is  stated  to  be  red-brown  with  numerous  blue  warts  clothed  with  rather 
sparse  tufts  of  long  hair  ;  it  feeds  on  the  pipal  ( Ficus  religiosa),  and  the 
cocoon  is  covered  with  stones,  excrement,  etc.  (Hampson.)  Erygia  has 
very  slender  palpi  almost  naked;  E.  apicalis,  Guen.,  is  common,  a  small 
moth  of  dark  red-brown  colour.  Lacera  alope,  Cram.,  is  dark  reddish 
with  grey  markings ;  the  larva  is  known  from  Ceylon  and  is  green  with 
two  anal  tubercles.  Hamodes  aurantiaca,  Guen.,  is  a  moth  of  an  orange 
brown  colour,  the  forewing  produced  and  with  an  oblique  line  from  the 
apex  across  both  wings.  At  rest  it  very  closely  resembles  a  dead  leaf 
and  is  found  in  wooded  places. 

Ischyja  manlia,  Cram.,  is  a  large  dark  brown  moth,  the  smaller  male 
with  dark  blotches  on  the  forewing,  both  sexes  with  a  conspicuous  blue 
band  on  the  hindwing.  It  is  not  uncommon  as  a  moth  during  the  rains. 
Spiredonia  is  smaller  with  two  common  species,  S.  anops,  Guen.,  and  S. 
feducia ,  Stoll.  Hylodes  caranea,  Cram.,  is  brown,  with  a  light  band  across 
the  ends  of  the  wings.  The  green  larva,  which  has  two  anal  tubercles,  is 
said  to  feed  on  Acanthads.  Catephia  linteola,  Guen.,  is  larger,  the  male 
with  heavily  tufted  fore  femora  and  tibiae,  which  are  absent  in  C. 
acronyctoides ,  Guen.  C.  inquieta,  Wlk.,  was  reared  from  larvae  feeding 
upon  sweet  potato  in  Behar.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  Bengal  generally 
upon  this  crop  ;  the  caterpillar  is  grey  with  bright  vermilion  stippled 
stripes,  a  yellow  lateral  line  and,  at  the  hind  end,  a  single  round  white 
spot  on  the  dorsal  surface.  (Plate  XXVIII,  figs.  4,  5.) 

Sympis  rufibasis,  Guen.,  is  stated  to  feed  on  the  litchi  ( Nephelium 
litchi),  the  pupa  found  in  the  rolled  end  of  the  leaf  (Moore).  Plecoptera 
reflexa,  Guen.,  is  a  small  grey  moth  abundantly  found  in  long  grass 
near  sissoo  trees  ( Dalbergia  sissu).  The  larva  is  green,  the  first  two 
pairs  of  suckerfeet  reduced ;  it  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  sissoo,  pupating  in 
the  bark  or  on  the  soil  among  fallen  leaves.  Acantholipes  pansalis, 
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Wlk.,  is  a  small  dull  brown  motli  found  abundantly  in  long  grass  and 
under  trees. 

Ophideres  is  a  large  genus  of  large  £  yellow  underwing  ’  moths,  with 
several  species  common  in  the  plains.  The  moth  sucks  the  juice  of  fruit 
and  at  least  one  species  (0.  fullonica,  Linn.)  is  destructive  to  orange 
cultivation  on  that  account.  The  common  species  are  0.  salaminia , 
Fabr. ;  0.  ancilla,  Fabr. ;  0.  fullonica,  Linn.  ;  0.  materna,  Linn.  ;  and  0. 
hypermnestra,  Cram.  The  student  should  see  Moore’s  revision  of  Ophi- 
derinae  (Trans.  Zook  Soc.,  XI,  p.  63)  where  he  figures  imagines  and  larvae. 
The  latter  are  large  dark  coloured  insects,  smooth  with  large  yellow  and 
red  eye  spots  and  are  humped  semi-loopers.  In  spite  of  the  large  size 
of  the  caterpillars,  they  are  seldom  found  ;  the  larvae  of  0.  materna 
are  dark  brown,  with  blue  transverse  bands,  red  spots  on  the  thorax 
and  red  transverse  bands  on  the  second  and  third  abdominal  segments. 
Pupation  takes  place  among  dry  leaves  fastened  with  silk.  The  moths 
are  typical  examples  of  the  deceptive  colouring  found  in  many  Noctuids, 
the  forewings  being  cryptically  coloured,  the  hindwings  bright,  the 
moths  resting  with  the  latter  covered  and  only  exposing  them  in  flight. 
(Compare  with  Anisoneura.) 

Thermesia  rubricans,  Boisd.,  varies  in  colour  from  light  ochreous 
brown  to  deep  red  brown  ;  its  larva  is  green,  semi-looping,  and  feeds 
upon  Urid  ( Phaseolus  mungo)  and  other  Leguminosae,  being  often 
abundant  in  the  rains. 

Erastriince.  Hyelopsis  signifera,  Wlk.,  is  a  pretty  little  white  and 
brown  moth,  whose  green  semi-looping  larva  has  been  found  feeding  on 
rice  leaves.  The  full-grown  larva  folds  the  rice  leaf  over  in  three  folds 
and  makes  a  cocoon  within  this,  the  pupa  wriggling  half  out  for  the 
emergence  of  the  moth. 

Tar  ache  is  an  important  genus,  its  larvae  being  semi-loopers  feeding 
on  weeds  and  cultivated  plants,  the  moths  in  all  cases  sitting  exposed  on 
plants  and  having  a  more  or  less  close  resemblance  to  bird  droppings. 
Five  species  are  known  in  the  plains.  T.  catena,  Sow.  ;  T.  opalinoides, 
Guen.  ;  and  T.  notabilis,  Wlk.,  are  pure  white  moths  with  lead  coloured 
markings  on  the  forewing.  The  last  has  a  conspicuous  larva  with  six  pro¬ 
minent  yellow  spots,  which  feeds  on  cotton  and  wild  Malvaceae,  appearing 
occasionally  in  great  abundance.  T.  opalinoides,  Guen.,  has  been  reared 
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from  beautiful  red  semi-looping  larvae  found  eating  the  leaves  of  Abutilon 
indicum  ;  the  first  two  pairs  of  prolegs  are  reduced;  pupation  takes  place 
in  the  soil  and  the  moth  appears  in  the  rains.  T.  tropica,  Guen.,  is 
yellowish,  with  olive-green  markings  at  the  base  of  the  wing,  the 
apical  half  with  a  broad  band  of  deep  olive-brown,  this  being  much 
darker  in  the  female  than  in  the  male.  (Plate  XXXVIX.)  The  larva 
feeds  on  bariar  ( Sida  rhombi  folia)  ;  it  is  green  with  small  yellow  and 
white  spots  and  has  three  pairs  of  prolegs.  Its  attitude  on  the  plant 
is  very  striking,  the  body  curved  and  rigid,  the  thorax  approached 
to  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  ;  it  clings  thus  to  the  margin  of  the  leaf. 
Tar  ache  irnbuta,  Wlk.,  is  darker  yellow,  the  outer  area  of  the  wing 
deep  red-brown.  T.  crocata,  Guen.,  is  still  darker  but  may  be  known 
by  the  yellow  or  orange  hindwing;  its  larva  has  been  reared  from  jute 
(Cor chorus),  whose  leaves  it  eats. 

Xanthoptera  nigripalpis,  Wlk.,  is  a  small  ochreous  moth  with  the 
reniform  dark  and  the  cilia  black  spotted,  one  of  the  many  moths  found 
commonly  in  thick  grass  and  low  vegetation  in  the  plains  in  September. 
Naranga  diffusa,  Wlk.,  is  a  pretty  moth,  the  male  dark  purple  red,  the 
female  yellow  with  red  bands,  whose  larva  feeds  on  rice  leaves  ;  the 
larva  is  a  semi-looper,  green  with  a  lateral  yellow  stripe  ;  it  pupates 
on  the  soil  without  a  cocoon. 

Earias,  included  by  Hampson  in  the  Arctiidce,  is  now  placed  in 
this  sub-family.  It  includes  three  common  species,  feeding  on Malvacece. 
E.  insulana,  Boisd.,  has  the  forewing  green,  rarely  with  an  ochreous  tinge ; 
it  feeds  on  the  seeds  and  shoots  of  cotton  and  bhinda  (Hibiscus  esculen- 
tus),  as  does  the  larva  of  Earias  fabia,  Stoll.,  in  which  the  moth  is  buff, 
with  or  without  a  green  wedge  down  the  forewing.  Both  are  fully 
described  as  the  Spotted  Bollworms  of  India  and  are  pests  of  the  first 
magnitude.  E.  chromataria,  Wlk.,  has  the  forewing  green  with  some 
bright  orange  and  brown  suffusion  and  its  larva  feeds  on  cultivated 
Hibiscus,  and  has  been  reared  from  jute  seed-capsules.  The  habit 
of  the  larvae  of  boring  into  shoots  and  seed  pods  is  unusual  and 
notable  for  members  of  this  group.  (Plate  XXXVIII.) 

Eublemma  includes  several  common  species  in  which  the  palpi  are 
upturned  and  reach  the  vertex  of  the  head.  The  genus  is  remarkable 
for  including  species  which  feed  upon  plants  as  well  as  species  which 
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PLATE  XXXVIII.— Eakias. 


Larva  of  E.  insulana . 

An  attacked  boll. 

An  attacked  shoot  of  cotton. 
E.  insulana. 

Larva  of  E.  insulana. 

E.  insulana ,  yellow  variety. 
E.  chromataria 
E  Jabia. 
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feed  upon  Coccidw.  G-reen  in  Ceylon  found  E.  coccidiphaga,  Hmpsn., 
feeding  upon  mealy  bugs  ;  in  India  E.  amabilis,  Mo.  (Plate  XXXVII, 
fig.  8),  feeds  upon  the  lac  insect  ( Tachardia  lacca)  and  at  least  two  other 
species,  E.  cretacea ,  Hmpsn.  (Plate  XXXVI,  fig.  9),  and  E.  coccidiphaga , 
Hmpsn.,  feed  upon  mealy  bugs.  The  commonest  species  are  E.  olivacea, 
Wlk.,  the  fore  wing  white  with  olive-green  suffusion,  whose  larva  bores 
in  the  green  shoots  of  the  brinjal  ( Solanum  melongena)  and  wild  Solana- 
cecB  ;  E.  rosita,  G-u.en.,  ochreous  with  the  outer  half  of  the  wing  pink  ; 
E.  divisa ,  Mo.,  bright  yellow  with  the  outer  half  of  the  forewing  bright 
pink  ;  E.  hemirhoda,  Wlk.,  differing  from  the  last  in  its  sub-marginal  par¬ 
tial  ochreous  band,  and  E.  abrupt  a,  Wlk.,  which  is  red-brown,  its  larva 
found  upon  fig  trees.  The  common  species  which  may  be  reared  upon 
the  cotton  mealy  bugs  (Dactylopius  nip  ad)  is  an  undescribed  species. 
E.  trifasciata,  Mo.,  has  been  reared  from  caterpillars  boring  into  the 
pods  of  a  species  of  Rivea  and  E.  parva,  Hubn.,  from  caterpillars  feeding 
on  Kakaronda  ( Blumea  balsamifera). 

Zagir  a  includes  two  common  moths,  in  which  the  colour  is  dark  but 
a  broad  light  band  crosses  the  thorax  and  occupies  the  costal  half 
of  each  forewing.  Z.  irrecta,  Wlk.,  in  which  the  colour  is  red-brown 
and  Z.  divisa ,  Wlk.,  in  which  it  is  nearly  black  are  both  to  be  found  in 
herbage  in  the  plains. 

Hypeninoe  ( Dcltoidince ). — These  moths  are  recognisable  by  the 
sickle-shaped  palpi,  curving  up  to  '  the  front  of  and  over  the  head. 
Raparna  includes  R.  digramma ,  Wlk.,  R.  ochreipennis ,  Mo.;  and  R. 
imparata ,  Wlk.  ;  which  are  more  or  less  common  in  the  plains ;  de 
Niceville  records  finding  R.  nebulosa ,  Mo.,  in  abundance  on  indigo 
in  Chumparan  and  in  fact  stated  it  to  be  the  commonest  indigo 
caterpillar  in  the  rains.  As  it  is  recorded  only  from  Sikkim  and 
Bhutan  and  has  not  since  been  found  on  indigo,  this  observation 
requires  confirmation. 

(. Focillinw ).  The  palpi  are  sickle-shaped  and  long,  or  are  porrect  ; 
a  frontal  tuft  is  usually  present  in  the  latter  case.  Simplicia  robustalis, 
G-uen.,  is  a  brown  moth  with  the  palpi  curved  over  the  head,  the  male 
antennae  with  a  tuft  of  scales  at  the  middle.  It  has  been  reared  from 
a  brown  caterpillar  which  feeds  on  dry  fallen  sissoo  leaves  (Dalbergia 
sissu )  ;  it  is  a  semi-looper,  pupating  in  a  light  cocoon  among  leaves  or 
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on  the  soil.  Nodaria  extremalis,  Guen.,  has  similar  blit  shorter  palpi, 
and  a  narrower  forewing.  Dichromia  erosia,  Cram.,  lias  porrect  palpi ; 
the  hindwing  is  orange,  the  forewing  grey  with  a  large  black  triangular 
patch.  Rhynchina  has  porrect  palpi,  the  forewing  narrow  and  acute  at 
the  apex.  R.  abducalis,  Wlk.,  is  the  most  common,  the  forewing  with 
a  long  dark  patch  bounded  below  by  an  oblique  light  line  running  from 
the  apex. 

Hypena  is  a  large  genus  of  seventy  species,  the  palpi  porrect  and  of 
varied  length.  H.  lividalis,  Hubn.;  H.  iconicalis,  Wlk.;  H.  abyssinialis, 
Guen.  :  H.  indicatalis,  Wlk.,  are  the  most  widespread  species;  the  identi¬ 
fication  of  these  and  the  other  forms  is  possible  only  if  a  long  series  of 
specimens  is  available  or  if  they  can  be  compared  with  accurately  identi¬ 
fied  specimens.  A  species  was  reared  by  de  Niceville  on  indigo  in  Cham- 
paran  (I.  M.  Notes,  V,  p.  163). 

Hyblceincc — Hyblcea  puera,  Cram. ;  and  H.  constellata,  Guen.,  are 
common  where  teak  (Tectona  grandis)  grows,  their  larvae  defoliating 
this  tree  ;  the  life-history  of  the  former  is  fully  described  by  R.  S.  Hole. 
(Journ.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  Vol.  XV,  p.  679.) 

Collecting.- — Most  noctuids  are  nocturnal  and  many  can  be 
captured  at  light,  some  come  to  sugar  (a  mixture  of  treacle  or  syrup 
and  spirit)  and  some  to  ripe  fruit.  Numbers  can  be  caught  in  thick 
grass,  on  tree  bark  and  in  similar  situations  by  day.  There  is  a  large 
field  for  rearing  as  only  a  small  percentage  are  known  from  the  larva 
and  they  are,  as  a  rule,  easily  found  and  reared.  Large  numbers  of 
species  are  as  yet  undescribed  probably  and  large  collections  can  be 
made  anywhere  in  India. 

Pterothysanim;. 

Frenulum  absent.  Hindwing  with  vein  8  approximated  to  7  at 
middle  of  cell .  lc.  absent.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 

This  family  consists  of  a  single  genus  (Pterothysanus)  of  moths, 
found  in  Assam  and  Burmah  with  five  doubtful  species.  They  are  large 
diurnal  insects,  with  small  upturned  palpi,  simple  antennae,  and  long 
hair  fringes  to  the  hindwings.  The  colouring  is  vivid  black  with  white 
and  pink  blotches  on  the  wings.  The  larva  is  unknown  and  the  moths  are 
not  common  anywhere.  None  are  found  in  the  plains. 
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LymantriidM— (Liparidce). 

Proboscis  aborted.  Frenulum  present.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer 
6  than  4.  Hindwing  with  vein  1  c.,  absent ,  vein  8 
connected  to  the  cell  by  a  bar. 

This  family  is  common  in  both  the  hills  and  the  plains,  a  number  of 
common  species  occurring  widely  in  cultivated  areas.  The  moths  are  of 
stout  build  and  usually  dull  colours  ;  the  antennae  of  the  male  are 
pectinate,  with  spines  at  the  tip  of  each  branch,  one  of  which  is  oblique 
and  appears  to  preserve  the  position  of  its  branch  with  the  next.  There 
is  no  proboscis  and  the  moths  cannot  feed.  The  female  is  usually 
characterised  by  a  large  anal  tuft,  which  is  in  some  species  used  as  a 
supply  of  hair  for  covering  the  eggs.  The  life-history  is  known  in  a 
number  of  species  ;  the  females  are  usually  prolific,  laying  many  eggs 
in  clusters ;  the  larvae  are  hairy  and  are  distinguished  by  the  distinct 
erect  tufts  of  hair  on  the  body  ;  in  a  number  of  cases  these  hairs  are 
poisonous,  the  point  sharp  and  barbed  so  that  once  inserted  they  remain 
in  the  flesh  which  festers.  Such  poisonous  caterpillars  are  characteristic 
of  the  hills  and  rare  in  the  plains.  Pupation  takes  place  in  a  loose 
cocoon  of  silk  and  hair,  usually  on  the  soil  among  leaves  and  debris. 
The  moths  fly  by  night  in  nearly  all  cases. 

Hibernation  appears  to  be  passed  in  the  pupal  stage,  but  more  has 
yet  to  be  learnt  of  the  seasons  of  these  moths.  The  majority  are  found 
in  the  hot  weather  and  rains,  but  there  are  several  broods  yearly  and 
occasionally  larvae  are  found  in  the  cold  weather.  None  appear  to  be 
definite  pests  to  agriculture,  though  more  than  one  feeds  on  cultivated 
plants,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  are  checked  by  parasites  to  a  more 
marked  extent  than  some  other  groups. 

Hampson  lists  over  160  species  in  the  Fauna  of  India  and  has  added 
11  since.  (Jo.  Bo.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  X,  XI,  XIII.) 

Lcelia  includes  several  species,  of  which  L.  exclamationis,  Kolb, 
is  most  likely  to  be  found.  The  larva  is  brown  with  grey  hair  and  four 
dorsal  tufts  of  short  brown  hair.  The  moth  is  brown  with  a  single  black 
line  on  the  forewing.  Thiacidas  postica,  Wlk.,  is  the  very  common  hairy 
larva  found  on  the  her  tree  ( Zizyphus  jujuba).  We  reproduce  the  figure 
from  Indian  Museum  Notes,  II,  PI.  2. 
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Dasychira  is  an  important  genus  with  many  species.  D.  horsfieldi, 
Saund.,  is  the  common  grey  moth  found  so  abundantly  in  forest  locali- 


Fig.  313— Thiacidas  postica.  A.  Male,  B.  Female  ; 
C.  Pupa,  D.  Larva  (I.  M.  N.). 


ties  after  the  rains  ;  the  male  is  a  little  over  half  the  size  of  the  female. 
D.  thwaiiesi,  Mo.,  is  mainly  a  hill  or  forest  form,  for  which  the  student 
should  consult  Indian  Museum  Notes,  I,  p.  29.  Dasychira  mendosa , 
Hubn.,has  been  reared  from  larvae  feeding  on  potato  ( Solanum  tuberosum), 
Mr.  de  Niceville  reared  it  on  ‘  desi  badam  5  {Terminalia  catap'pa).  The 
moth  is  dark  brown,  with  a  light  costa,  and  the  forewing  is  noticeably 
drawn  out  at  the  apex.  This  occurs  also  in  D.  securis,  Hubn.,  in 
which  the  moth  is  dry  grass  colour  with  a  central  fascia  of  lilac-grey  on 
the  forewing.  Its  larva  feeds  on  a  variety  of  cultivated  plants,  including 
cereals,  grasses  and  cruciferous  plants  (Plate  XXXIX,  fig.  7).  The  pupa 
is  in  a  thin  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair,  of  which  one  end  allows  egress  to  the 
moth. 

Three  species  of  Lymantria  may  be  found  ;  L.  incerta,  Wlk.,  feeds  on 
pipal  ( Ficus  rcligiosa),  babul  ( Acacia  arabica)  and  ber  (Zizyphus  jujuba). 
Forsayeth  describes  the  larva  as  light  brown  with  creamy  variegations 
and  dark  markings.  L.  ampla,  Wlk.,  was  reared  by  de  Niceville  on 
country  almond  ( Terminalia  catappa)  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  108), 
and  feeds  also  on  pipal  ( Ficus  religiosa). 

Porthesia  xanthorhcea,  Roll.,  is  a  small  white  moth  with  fuscous 
hindwings  in  the  male,  and  a  large  yellow  anal  tuft.  The  caterpillar 
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(Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  8),  is  orange  with  black  marks  and  with  hair  tufts  on 
each  side.  It  pupates  in  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair ;  the  foodplants  in¬ 
clude  cane,  juar,  bajra,  marua 
(Eleusine  coracana),  guinea  grass 
and  other  cereals,  and  the  moth 
is  common  in  the  plains.  It  has 
a  habit  of  sitting  by  day  exposed 
on  plants  and  grasses  as  does 
Scirpophaga  auriflua  which  it 
closely  resembles.  This  species 
is  not  known  to  occur  in  abun¬ 
dance  at  any  time  and  is  not 
injurious. 

Euproctis  includes  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  small  to  moderate-sized 
white,  yellow,  brown  or  orange 
moths  which  are  probably  not 
really  as  numerous  in  distinct 
species  as  authors  now  state. 
E.  lunata,  Wlk.,  is  said  to  feed 
on  babul  ( Acacia  arabica),  ber  ( Zizyphus  jujuba)  and  rose.  E.  scin- 
tillans,  Wlk.,  feeds  on  linseed,  bhindi  ( Hibiscus  esculentus),  bajra  ( Penni - 
setum  typhoideum),  and  probably  other  plants,  and  is  recorded  as  destroy¬ 
ing  mango  in  Poona  (Indian  Museum  Notes,  II,  p.  38),  and  Terminalia 
catappa  in  Calcutta  (loc.  cit.  V,  108).  E.  fraterna,  Mo.,  feeds  on  rose  and 
castor,  E.  icilia ,  Stoll.  (Plate  XXXIX,  figs.  5,  6),  on  the  common  Lor  an - 
thus  on  trees.  These  are  common  throughout  India,  as  well  as,  E.  semi- 
signata,WYk.,  E.  flavinata,  Wlk.,  E.  digramma,  Guer.,  E.  ftava,  F.  (guttata, 
Wlk.)  The  last  is  the  species  so  destructive  to  fruit  trees  of  all  kinds 
in  the  Punjab,  the  caterpillars  sometimes  occurring  in  great  abundance 
in  the  Canal  Colonies.  E.  dama,  Swinh.,  is  a  small  yellowish  species  found 
very  commonly  ;  its  caterpillar  feeds  on  Kakaronda  (Blume  abalsamifera) . 

The  larva  of  Perina  nuda,  F.,  feeds  on  Kanthal  (Artocarpus  integri- 
jolia),  and  is  common  throughout  India.  A  description  of  the  larva  will 
be  found  in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  IV,  p.  14. 


Fig.  314— Euproctis  fraterna  ;  male 

ABOVE,  FEMALE  BELOW,  AND  PUPA 
IN  COCOON  (I.  M.  N.). 
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Leucoma  suhmarginata ,  Wlk.,  is  also  common,  a  pure  white  moth  with 
a  single  black  “  comma  ”  on  the  forewing  and  yellow  on  the  frons,  palpi 
and  fore  coxae.  Its  ally,  L.  subvitrea,  Wlk.,  was  reared  by  de  Niceville 
on  desi  badam  ( Terminalia  catappa ),  and  is  figured  (Indian  Museum 
Notes,  V,  PI.  XI). 


Fig.  315— Euprootis  fraterna  larva 


x  2. 


Hypsid^. 

Proboscis  well  developed  ;  hindwing  with  vein  8  connected  to  cell  by  a 
bar ,  lc.  absent ;  frenulum  present.  Forewing, 
vein  5  nearer  to  4  than  6. 

A  small  and  unimportant  family  whose  species  (27)  are  mainly  con¬ 
fined  to  the  hills,  but  a  few  of  which  are  common  and  widespread  in  the 
plains  and  cultivated  areas.  They  are  of  moderate  size  and  usually  bright 
colouring,  rather  weak  on  the  wing  and  sometimes  seen  flying  by  day. 
The  colouring  is  conspicuous  enough  for  any  common  species  to  be  easily 
recognised  when  once  seen  and  is  presumably  warning  in  function. 
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PLATE  XXXIX. — Hypsids  and  Lymantriids. 

Fig.  1.  Hypsa  Jicus,  larva  (Hypsidse). 

„  2.  „  „  cocoon  „ 

„  3.  „  alciphron,  larva  „ 

„  4.  „  „  imago  „ 

„  5.  Euproctis  icilia ,  larva  (Lymantriidse). 

„  6.  „  „  imago  „ 

,,  7.  Dasychira  securis ,  larva  „ 

,,  8.  Argina  argus ,  larva  (Hypsidi®). 

3,  2.  „  „  imago  „ 
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.  The  life-history  presents  few  points  of  interest.  Eggs  are  laid  singly 
or  in  clusters  on  the  foodplant  and  the  larvae  have  five  pairs  of  sucker- 
feet,  are  brightly  coloured  and  sparsely  clothed  with  hair.  They  feed 
openly  on  the  leaves  by  day  and  are  possibly  distasteful  to  the  majority 
of  birds.  Pupation  takes  place  in  a  slight  cocoon  in  rolled  leaves  on  the 
soil.  So  far  as  is  known,  hibernation  is  passed  as  a  pupa  in  the  soil,  and 
there  are  several  broods  yearly  commencing  in  the  hot  weather  if  food  is 
available.  Two  species  are  pests  to  agriculture  and  at  least  two  injure 
trees,  so  the  family  has  some  economic  importance. 

Hyps  a  is  a  genus  of  rather  large  moths,  the  palpi  upturned,  the 
apical  j  oint  slender  and  reaching  above  the  head.  The  antennae  are  fasci¬ 
culate  in  the  male,  ciliate  in  the  female.  Two  species  are  very  common 
in  the  plains,  the  larvae  feeding  on  pipal,  pakur  and  other  species  of  Ficus 
grown  as  shade  trees  (Plate  XXXIX)  ;  the  caterpillars  are  sometimes 
so  abundant  that  they  defoliate  large  trees  and,  standing  below  an 
infested  tree,  one  hears  their  excrements  falling  in  a  continuous  shower 
like  rain.  We  figure  the  moth  of  H.  alciphron ,  Cram.,  from  which  H. 
ficus ,  Fabr.,  differs  in  markings  ;  both  are  dull  ochreous  with  yellow  and 
black  markings  at  the  base  of  the  wing. 

Digama  hearseyana ,  Mo.,  is  common  throughout  the  hill  and  forest 
areas  in  India  but  is  rarely  found  in  the  cultivated  plains.  It  is  a  small 
moth,  the  forewing  dusky  with  dark  spots,  the  hindwing  orange.  It 
has  a  very  neat  trim  appearance  and  is  one  of  the  very  common 
moths  one  first  sees  and  captures  in  the  hills.  Two  genera,  Nydemera 
and  Argina,  formerly  placed  in  Arctiidce  are  now  classed  with  Hypsa.  Of 
the  former,  three  species,  N.  lacticinia ,  Cram.,  N.  latistriga,  Wlk.,  and 
N.  plagifera ,  Wlk.,  are  large  moths,  white  and  brown  in  colour,  which 
occur  throughout  the  hill  and  forest  areas  of  India  and  are  found  rarely 
in  the  plains.  Of  the  latter,  three  species  occur  throughout  India  in¬ 
cluding  the  plains,  feeding  on  Sann  Hemp  (Crotalaria  juncea)  and  wild 
Crotalaria.  All  are  bright  coloured  moths,  the  forewing  with  ringed  black 
spots  ;  A.  argus,  Roll,  has  the  forewing  brownish  red,  the  hindwing 
scarlet,  the  larva  is  common  in  the  pods,  feeding  on  the  seeds.  (Plate 
XXXIX,  figs.  8,  9.)  A.  syringa ,  Cram.,  has  the  forewing  pinkish  brown 
and  clouded  with  fuscous,  the  hindwing  crimson,  while  A.  cribraria , 
Clerck.,  has  the  ground  colour  orange.  The  last  is  the  most  common,  its 
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Fig.  316— Daphnis  nerii. 

be  readily  recognised  in  t  he  field.  The  moths  are  moderate  to  large  in 
size,  with  an  expanse  of  one  to  four  inches.  The  colouring  is  uniform 
in  design,  but  diverse  and  marked  in  individual  species.  The  body 
and  forewings  are  cryptically  coloured  in  shades  of  brown,  grey  and 
dull  green,  which  make  the  insect  invisible  when  resting  on  bark 
or  on  other  exposed  positions.  The  lower  wing  and  sometimes  part  of 
the  base  of  the  abdomen  is  brightly  coloured,  the  resting  attitude  being 
such  that  the  forewing  covers  the  brightly  coloured  parts,  which 
are  visible  only  in  flight.  The  object  of  the  bright  colouring,  usually 


larva  a  serious  pest  occasionally,  feeding  mainly  on  leaves  (see  Agric. 
Journ.  I,  No.  3). 


SpHiNGiDiE. — Hawk  Moths. 

Antennce  fusiform,  thickened  towards  the  apex  and  slightly  hooked. 
Forewing  long  and  narrow,  vein  5  nearer  6  than  4  or  from  the  middle 
of  the  cell ;  hindwing  vein  8  connected  to  the  cell  hy  a  bar  at  the  base, 
then  approximated  to  or  anastomosing  with  7,  vein  1  c.  absent. 
Frenulum  present.  Pupa,  in  soil,  larva  smooth  with  anal  horn . 

The  narrow  forewings,  the  spindle-shaped  hooked  antennae,  the 
usually  torpedo-shaped  body  and  the  swift  flight  enable  this  family  to 
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PLATE  XL. — Acherontia  Sri 


Til  Sphinx. 

Fig.  1.  Eggs. 

,,  2.  Young  larva. 

„  3.  | 

^  I  Half-grown  larva. 

,,  5.  Full-grown  larva.  Natural  size. 

„  6.  Pupa. 

,,  7.  Moth. 
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red  or  orange,  is  probably  deceptive,  the  whole  scheme  being  similar  to 
that  of  the  Acridiidse  and  other  insects  which  exhibit  this  peculiar 
colour  scheme.  (See  under  Acridiidse.) 

The  head  is  large  with  large  compound  eyes;  the  proboscis  is  usually 
very  long,  tightly  curled  up  in  repose  and  stiffly  extended  to  its  full 
length  when  the  moth  hovers  before  a  flower.  The  antennae  are  straight, 
a  little  smaller  towards  the  apex,  slightly  hooked,  and  in  the  male  with 
curious  tufts  of  cilia  on  the  lower  side. 

The  thorax  is  robust,  the  outline  of  the  whole  body  from  head  to 
apex  of  abdomen  smooth  and  tapering  to  each  end ;  the  abdomen  is  long, 
in  some  species  with  lateral  and  terminal  tufts  of  erectile  hairs.  The 
forewing  is  long  and  narrow,  the  hindwing  smaller.  Males  and  females 
are  similar  in  colouring,  the  males  smaller  and  distinguished  by  the 
antennae. 

The  life-history  is  uniform  in  all  but  detail  so  far  as  known.  Eggs 
are  laid  singly  on  the  leaves  of  the  foodplant,  each  egg  circular  with  the 
micropyle  at  the  apex.  The  larvae  grow  to  a  considerable  size,  some 
exceeding  three  inches  in  length  ;  there  are  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet,  and 
usually  a  horn  on  the  8th  abdominal  segment.  The  integument  is  smooth, 
or  more  rarely,  roughened  with  numerous  tiny  blunt  spines  ;  none  are 
hairy  or  tufted  ;  the  head  is  either  large  and  distinct,  or  small  and  retrac¬ 
tile  into  the  prothorax,  which  is  drawn  back  with  the  meso  and  meta¬ 
thorax.  The  colouring  is  usually  green  or  brown,  cryptic,  and  often 
with  lateral  yellow  stripes  which  increase  the  cryptic  resemblance.  In 
many,  there  are  in  addition  devices  which  are  evidently  meant  to  be 
terrifying  ;  such  are  the  eye  spots,  large  coloured  spots  on  the  sides  of 
the  thorax  which  look  like  large  real  eyes  when  the  head  is  drawn  in  ; 
the  appearance  of  the  insect  with  these  eyes  is  very  striking  and  in 
some  there  is,  to  us,  a  suggestion  of  the  snake.  In  some  these  spots 
are  concealed  and  can  be  suddenly  shown,  when  the  effect  is  still  more 
striking.  As  a  whole  the  larvae  exhibit  cryptic  colouring  combined 
with  terrifying  devices.  An  interesting  adaptation  is  found  in  the 
change  of  colour  which  often  takes  place  at  the  close  ot  the  larval 
life  ;  hitherto  the  green  caterpillar,  for  instance,  has  been  concealed 
by  its  colour  among  the  leaves  of  its  foodplant ;  prior  to  pupation 
it  must  leave  its  foodplant  and  crawl  over  the  soil,  perhaps  after  a  journey 
down  the  bark  of  a  tree  ,  to  find  a  suitable  place  to  hide  itself  for  pupation. 
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The  green  colour  would  then  be  very  conspicuous  on  the  soil  or  bark,  and 
we  find  that  the  upper  surface  of  the  body  darkens  in  tint  till  it,  and 
perhaps  the  whole  body  becomes  brown  when  the  insect  has  to  pupate. 
It  then  crawls  away  till  it  finds  a  suitable  shelter  in  soil  or  among  fallen 
leaves,  etc.,  where  it  pupates.  As  a  rule,  coarse  threads  of  silk  are  used 
to  form  a  covering  with  leaves  and  debris,  or  the  caterpillar  forms  a 
chamber  in  which  to  pupate  ;  from  the  time  the  caterpillar  ceases  feeding 
till  it  actually  transforms  to  the  pupa  as  much  as  a  week  may  elapse, 
during  which  the  caterpillar  is  internally  and  externally  preparing  for 
the  last  moult. 

The  caterpillars  are  wholly  herbivorous,  feeding  on  the  leaves  of 
their  foodplants  which  usually  embrace  a  few  allied  species.  They  feed 
usually  in  the  morning  and  evening  only.  The  pupa  is  a  large  brown 
object,  of  two  forms,  one  with  an  external  proboscis  sheath  (as  in 
Herse  convolvuli )  the  other  without  (as  in  Acherontia  styx). 

The  moths  are  usually  crepuscular,  the  smaller  “  humming  bird 
hawks  ”  being  alone  seen  flying  by  day.  Food  is  the  nectar  extracted 
from  flowers,  the  moth  hovering  before  the  flower,  the  long  proboscis 
being  inserted  to  suck  it  out ;  white  flowers  that  bloom  at  night  attract 
these  moths  and  it  is  a  wonderful  sight  to  watch  such  plants  when  large 
numbers  of  the  moths  come.  Quisqualis  indica  is  a  favourite  flower, 
being  white  at  night  to  attract  these  moths,  though  it  is  red  by  day. 

The  moths  are  extraordinarily  swift  of  flight  and  very  powerful ; 
it  is  possibly  due  to  this  that  they  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  insect 
fauna  of  the  island  of  Barbados  in  the  West  Indies,  a  fact  not  yet  recorded 
by  any  naturalist  ;  this  island  is  low  and  wind  swept,  less  than  20  miles 
across  and  any  but  a  strong  flying  moth  is  liable  to  be  blown  away  by 
the  tradewinds,  just  as  large  numbers  of  insects  are  sometimes  blown 
on  to  the  island  ;  apparently  the  hawkmoths  have  been  able  to  remain 
on  the  island,  and  they  constitute  an  extraordinarily  large  proportion 
of  the  insect  fauna. 

The  duration  of  the  larval  stage  is  relatively  long,  the  larger  species 
requiring  two  months  to  become  full-grown,  the  pupal  stage  then  being 
moderately  long  and  the  imaginal  life  shorter.  Hibernation  takes  place 
as  a  pupa  in  the  soil  and  no  cases  of  larval  or  imaginal  hibernation  are 
known  ;  equally  aestivation  is  passed  as  a  pupa,  unless  it  be  one  of  the 
species  whose  food  is  then  available. 
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As  a  rule  there  are  two  broods  during  the  rains,  with  pupal  hiberna¬ 
tion  in  the  second  until  March  or  June,  more  often  the  latter.  Few  are 
pests  since  they  are  insects  that  increase  but  slowly,  but  a  few  are  found 
feeding  on  cultivated  plants  and  are  occasionally  numerous. 

The  larvae  are  parasitised  by  parasitic  Hymenoptera  and  Diptera 
as  are  other  caterpillars,  and  these  parasites  are  the  chief  check.  Birds 
readily  eat  the  caterpillars  when  they  find  them,  and  help  to  check  them 
when  they  are  numerous. 

Hampson  lists  121  Indian  species,  mostly  hill  forms  not  recorded 
from  the  plains.  A  few  species  are  common  in  the  plains,  a  number 
more  are  recorded  and  will  be  found  widespread.  Jordan  and  Roths¬ 
child  list  154  (1907)  ;  their  revision  alters  practically  the  whole  nomencla¬ 
ture  and  classification,  and  brings  in  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  con¬ 
fusion.  In  the  present  deplorable  state  of  entomology,  their  nomen¬ 
clature  will  probably  be  adopted  till  another  replaces  it,  and  we 
accordingly  use  both  here.  The  most  recent  account  is  that  of  these 
authors  in  Genera  Insectorum,  which  is  a  revision  of  their  earlier 
revision.  The  authors  are  extremely  vague  about  geographical 
distribution,  and  it  is  impossible  to  be  certain  exactly  which  species 
actually  occur  in  India. 

Acherontiince — Herse  (Protoparce)  convolvuli,  Linn.,  is  our  commonest 
form,  a  large  grey  moth  with  pink  bands  on  the  abdomen,  which  comes 
freely  to  light.  The  larva  feeds  on  sweet  potato,  urid  ( Phaseolus  mungo ), 
and  on  convolvulaceous  creepers.  The  pupa  is  in  a  hard  earthen  chamber. 

Acherontia  styx ,  Westw.,  is  our  death’s-head  moth,  so-called  from  the 
skull-mark  on  the  thorax.  This  is  the  tropical  and  sub-tropical  form  of  A. 
lachesis ,  Fabr.,  found  only  in  the  Himalayas.  The  large  green  caterpillar 
is  found  on  til  ( Sesamum  indicum)  and  kulthi  (Dolichos  lablab).  There 
are  probably  two  broods  a  year  in  all  parts  of  the  plains,  the  pupa 
living  over  the  winter  (Plate  XL). 

Psilogramma  menephron,  Cram.  (Pseudosphinx  discistriga,  Wlk.), 
is  a  large  grey  moth  with  an  expanse  of  3J  to  5J  inches,  less  common 
but  widely  spread  in  the  plains. 

Ambulycince . — Compsogene  (Calymnia)  panopus,  Cram.,  is  the  very 
large  purple  and  brown  moth,  with  a  wing  expanse  of  5J  inches.  The 
larva  is  grey  with  yellow  stripes,  the  anal  process  Ion  and  straight ;  it 
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feeds  on  the  leaf  of  mango.  Oxyambulyx  subocellata ,  Feld  (Ambulyx 
semifervens,  Wlk.)  is  widespread  in  India  while  the  larva  of  Clanis 
phalaris,  Fabr.  (Ambulyx  pagana,  F.)  is  described  (under  Clanis  cervina) 
by  Forsayeth  as  feeding  on  the  dhak  or  palas  tree  (Butea  frondosa), 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1884,  p.  393).  Leucophlebia  emittens,  Wlk., 
and  L.  lineata,  Wlk.,  are  the  beautiful  pink  moths  with  a  yellow  fascia 
along  the  forewing,  which  so  often  come  to  light  in  India.  The  larva  of 
Polyptychus  trilineatus ,  Mo.  ( dentatus ,  Cram.),  is  said  by  Forsayeth 
(loc.  cit.)  to  feed  on  lasora  (Cordia  myxa). 


Fig.  317— Cephonodes  hylas. 


Sesiince.  Cephonodes  hylas, 
Linn.,  is  the  common  “  hum¬ 
ming  bird  hawk  moth  ”  of  the 
plains,  a  beautiful  moth  with 
yellow  and  red  abdomen  and 
a  spreading  black  anal  tuft, 
which  comes  in  dull  weather 
and  at  dusk  and  flies  softly 
through  shrubs  seeking  flowers ; 
it  is  a  shy  insect,  hard  to  see 
or  catch,  with  a  distinctive 
deep  hum  in  flight. 


Philampelince .  Deilephila  (Daphnis)  nerii,  Linn.,  is  the  beautiful 
dark  olive-green  and  pink  moth  (fig.  314)  whose  larva  feeds  on  the 


Fig.  318— Nephele  didyma  (I.  M.  N.). 

Oleander ;  D.  hypothous ,  Cram.,  also  occurs  in  our  limits.  Nephele 
didyma ,  Fabr.  ( hespera ,  F.)  is  a  smaller  olive-green  moth,  reared  in 
Calcutta  on  Karunda  ( Carissa  Carandas)  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  Y,  p.  126). 
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Macroglossum  includes  dark  coloured  “humming  bird  hawk  moths,” 
found  flying  by  day  in  bushes  seeking  flowers  ;  they  are  extremely  abun¬ 
dant  in  the  subtropical  zone  but  some  occur  in  the  plains.  M.  gyrans, 
Wlk.  ;  M.  belis,  Cram.  ;  and  M.  pyrrosticta ,  Butl.  (gilia,  Herr.  Sch.)  are 
to  be  found,  the  second  most  abundantly. 


Chcerocampince. — A  number  of  common  forms  are  included  in  this 
sub -family.  The  larvae  have  the  head  and  thoracic  segments  more  or  less 
retractile  into  the  swollen  metathorax,  which  often  has  lateral  eye-marks. 
In  Hippotion  celerio,  L.,  the  larvae  may  be  green  or  dark  brown,  both  occur¬ 
ring  together  in  all  stages  on  the  same  foodplant.  The  genera  Theretra 
and  Hippotion  include  the  common  hawkmoths  of  the  plains,  moderate 
sized  insects  with  the  apex  of  the  forewing  produced  slightly.  The  full 
fed  larva  pupates  at  the  surface  of  the  soil  in  a  covering  of  leaves  webbed 
up  with  coarse  silk  enclosing  an  earthen  chamber. 


The  following  are  the  common  species,  with  the  revised  and  old 
nomenclature  of  the  Fauna,  and  the  known  foodplants  in  India. 


'theretra  gnoma,  Fabr. 

,,  alecto,  Linn. 

,,  oldenlandice,  Fabr. 
„  silhetensis ,  Wlk. 

,,  latreillei,  Mac!. 

,,  nessus,  Fabr. 
Hippotion  eclteclu Boisd. 

,,  rafflesiy  Butl. 

„  celerio,  Linn. 

„  relax,  Fabr. 

Bhy >•  cholaba  aeteus,  Cram. 


(Chgerocampa  butus,  Cram.) 
(Chgerocampa). 
(Chgerocampa). 
(Chaerocampa). 

(Chgerocampa  lucasi,  Wlk.) 

(Chgerocampa  eson,  Cram.) 
(Chaerocampa  theylia,  Linn.) 
(Chgerocampa). 

(Chaerocampa  vigil,  Guer). 
(Theretra). 


Grape  vine. 

Peas,  Teak,  Vitis  trifoha. 
Balsam,  Vitis  trifolia . 


Sesamum. 

Balsam  and  Beta  vulgaris. 


Collecting. — Moths  are!  caught  on  the  wing  by  day  ( Macro - 
glossince)  or  at  dusk  at  flowers.  Some  come  to  light  and  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  these  is  worth  noting  even  if  they  be  common  species. 
Larvae  aye  always  worth  rearing  if  their  food  plant  can  be  ascertained, 
and  there  is  no  special  difficulty  in  this.  If  it  is  desired  to  obtain  eggs, 
the  pupae  must  all  be  treated  alike  as  they  react  quickly  to  altered 
conditions  and  will  not  emerge  together  if  differently  treated. 


Cymatophorimi. 

Characters  of  Sphingidce  but  vein  8  not  connected  with  7. 


A  family  of  22  moths  found  in  the  Himalayas,  Khasis  and  Burmah 
Hills,  and  which  are  absent  from  tropical  India.  They  are  in  appearance 
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like  Noctuids  while  the  larva  has  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet  and  is  not  clothed 
with  hair.  No  species  will  be  found  in  the  plains. 

EUPTEKOTIDJE. 

Frenulum  present,  proboscis  absent.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  6 
than  4.  Hindwing  with  vein  8  remote  from  vein  7,  vein  1  c.  absent. 
Larva  uniformly  hairy,  pupa  in  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair. 

This  is  a  family  of  large  moths  with  hairy  palpi,  the  antennae  pecti¬ 
nated  in  both  sexes,  the  mid- tibia  with  one  pair,  the  hind  tibiae  with  two 


Fig.  319— Eupterote  minor,  male.  Fig.  320 — Eupterote  minor,  female. 


pairs  of  spurs.  They  are  dull  coloured  moths,  principally  found  in  hill 
forest  areas,  of  which  42  species  are  recorded  as  “  Indian.” 

The  larvae  are  found,  in  great  numbers  occasionally,  feeding  upon 
forest  trees.  They  are  uniformly  hairy,  with  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet 
The  larvae  are  gregarious,  feeding  together  on  the  plant.  The  hairs  are 
poisonous  and  are  readily  detached  either  when  the  larva  is  irritated  or 
touched,  and  these  hairs  become  firmly  fixed  in  the  skin  giving  rise  to 
great  irritation.  The  pupa  is  in  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair.  Hibernation 
in  the  cocoon  takes  place  from  the  end  of  the  rains  to  the  following 
rains. 

Eupterote  is  the  abundant  genus,  with  several  species  common  in 
the  moister  and  more  densely  forested  parts  of  India.  E.  undata ,  Blanch., 
occurs  throughout  North  India  and  as  far  south  as  the  Nilgiris  ;  it  varies 
much  in  colouring  from  pale  brown  or  yellow  suffused  with  brown  to  deep 
red-brown  ;  each  wing  has  a  varying  number  of  waved  lines  ;  E.  fabia , 
Cram.,  is  not  regarded  by  Hampson  as  a  distinct  species  ;  the  male  has 
the  forewing  bright  yellow.  In  both,  the  expanse  ranges  from  three  to 
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five  inches.  E.  mollifera,  Wlk.,  is  smaller,  2£  to  3|  inches  with  the 
ground  colour  always  yellow  or  dark,  often  suffused  with  rufous.  It 
occurs  in  South  India.  E.  citrina ,  Wlk.,  is  uniform  yellowish  white, 
with  the  head  and  prothorax  fuscous  in  the  male,  the  female  with 
raised  scales  at  the  outer  angle  of  the  forewing  below  and  the  apex  of 
the  hindwing  above.  Its  distribution  is  given  as  the  Deccan,  Central 
India  and  Bombay. 

Of  these  E.  undata  was  reared  by  de  Nice  v  die  in  Calcutta,  on 
Erythrina  indica,  with  one  brood  yearly  apparently.  (I.  M.  N.,  Y, 
p.  129.),®.  minor ,  Mo.,  was  reared  from  caterpillars  which  appeared  in 
great  numbers  in  Burmah  “  destroying  the  herbage  and  swarming  on 
the  roads  to  such  an  extent  that  thousands  of  them  must  be  trodden 
under  foot  by  passing  way-farers.  55  (I.  M.  N.,  VoL  III,  p.  21.) 

Sangatissa  subcmvifera,  Wlk.,  is  pale  brown,  the  forewing  with  the 
three  curved  dark  bands  obliquely  along  it.  It  occurs  in  the  North- 
West  Himalayas,  in  South  India,  and  has  been  found  in  the  Gauge  tic 
plain.  Nisaga  simplex ,  Wlk.,  varies  much  in  colour,  the  wings  yellow  to 
deep  brown,  with  lines  of  dark  scales  along  the  veins.  It  has  been 
reared  from  a  yellow-marked  black  caterpillar,  moderately  hairy,  found 
feeding  on  rice  in  Ranchi  and  on  grass  in  Pachmarhi,  Central  Provinces, 
and  it  is  common  also  in  Assam  and  South  India.  It  hibernates  in  the 
cocoon  from  October-November  to  June. 

Notodontidjl 

Hindwing  with  vein  8  connected  to  7  near  middle  of  cell.  Vein  5 
obsolescent ,  lc.  absent .  Proboscis  present .  Forewing 
with  vein  5  nearer  6  than  4. 

A  family  of  moths,  recognisable  by  their  venation  alone,  and  super¬ 
ficially  like  Noctuidw ,  or  in  some  cases,  Sphingidce.  The  colours  are 
dull,  greys  and  browns  predominating.  The  antennae  are  often  pecti¬ 
nate,  the  abdomen  long  and  tapering,  terminating  in  some  in  long  scales 
or  tufts.  Many  are  of  large  size  with  an  expanse  in  some  instances  of 
over  four  inches.  Nearly  all  are  hill  forms,  confined  to  high  elevations  ; 
the  family  is  a  very  large  one  in  temperate  climates,  and  there  are  120 
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species  listed  as  from  the  Indian  region  of  which  four  alone  are  common 
in  our  area  ;  21  have  been  since  added  by  Hampson. 


Fig.  321— Stauropus  alternus,  larva  on  rose  leaf. 


Antheua  servula ,  Dr.,  is  a  yellow  moth,  with  a  brown  patch  and 
rufous  margin  on  the  forewing.  The  larva  is  brown  clothed  in  brown 
hair ;  it  feeds  on  grass,  pupating  in  the  soil.  Stauropus  alternus , 
Wlk.,  is  a  grey  moth,  the  forewing  rather  narrow,  the  abdomen 
long.  The  male  has  pectinate  antennte.  We  figure  the  larva  (fig.  321) 
which  is  of  the  form  characteristic  of  some  Notodontids,  destitute  of 
anal  prolegs,  holding  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  in  the  air,  with  processes 
on  the  dorsal  surface.  This  device  is  to  protect  the  insect  by  its 
alarming  appearance.  The  grey  moth  rests  with  the  costal  margin  of 
the  hindwing  projecting  in  front  of  the  forewing,  after  the  manner  of  a 
Lasiocampid  moth.  The  larva  has  been  found  feeding  upon  pigeon 
pea  (Cajanus  indicus ). 

Anticyra  comhusta,  Wlk.,  has  been  reared  from  a  larva  found  feed¬ 
ing  upon  maize.  This  larva  is  2J  inches  long,  of  a  whitish  green  colour 
with  white  intersegmental  bands,  and  a  lateral  green  stripe  ;  there  are 
short  white  hairs  laterally  ;  the  prolegs  are  normal,  5  pairs.  Pupation 
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PLATE  XLI. — Geometric^  and  Lasiocampidje. 


Fig. 

1. 

Eumelea  rosalia.  (Geomctridre). 

55 

2. 

Macaria  fasciata. 

5  5 

55 

3. 

Tephrina  disputaria.  Larva. 

5  5 

5  5 

4. 

„  »  p«Pa- 

5  5 

5  5 

5. 

„  „  Imago. 

5  5 

55 

6. 

Hypererythra  phoenix. 

55 

7. 

Thalassodes  quadraria. 

55 

5  ) 

8. 

Taragama  siva.  Larva.  (Lasiocarnpidse). 

9 

„  „  Cocoon. 

55 

5  5 

10. 

„  Male. 

55 

5  5 

11. 

„  „  Female. 

5  , 

55 

12. 

Estigena  pardalis. 

5  5 

GrEOMETRIDiE . 
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takes  place  in  the  soil  without  a  cocoon  and  lasts  13  days.  The  moth  is 
dry  grass  colour  55  with  a  median  purplish  suffusion  ;  it  sits  with 
its  wings  rolled  round  it,  and  very  closely  resembles  a  piece  of  maize 
stem  cut  from  a  node,  with  a  piece  of  dry  leaf  round  it ;  the  head 
looks  like  the  dry  bluntly-cut  node  and  the  whole  resemblance  is 
singularly  perfect  and  striking. 


Geometries. 

Vein  5  nearer  6  than  4  in  forewing.  Hindwing  vein  8  connected  with 
7  at  the  base  or  if  not ,  vein  5  fully  developed  ;  vein 
1  c.  absent.  Proboscis  present. 

There  is  a  general  family 
resemblance  among  our 
common  Geometers  but  the 
venation  affords  the  sole 
accurate  characters.  They 
are  frenulate  moths  with 
the  proboscis  developed, 
with  the  venation  as  above, 
and  the  tarsi  usually  long 
and  naked.  They  are  of 
moderate  to  large  size  with 

cryptic  colouring  m  nearly  all  cases. 

The  life-history  of  but  few  has  been  worked  out  in  this  country ; 
the  known  larvae  are  loopers,  with  two  pairs  of  prolegs,  the  body  nearly 


Fig.  323  -Biston  suppressaria. 
(I.  M.  N.) 


Fig.  324— Biston  suppressaria. 
(I.  M.  N.) 


naked  and  slender.  As  a  rule  a  true  looper  is  at  once  recognisable  from 
it  attitude  and  general  form  (Plate  XLI,  fig.  3) ;  the  attitude  with  the 
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colouring  is  often  beautifully  cryptic,  the  larva  remaining  stiffly 
stretched  out  at  an  angle,  the  suckerfeet  clasped  round  a  twig,  and 
the  whole  looking  like  a  small  shoot  or  twig  and  quite  unlike  a  living 
insect. 

The  moths  are  crepuscular  as  a  rule  and  but  rarely  seen,  or  are 
found  in  thick  vegetation  and  under  shade.  They  have  a  habit  of  rest¬ 
ing  with  fully  opened  wings  tightly  pressed  against  the  surface  they  are 
on  ;  the  colouration  is  adapted  to  this,  the  markings  continuous  from 
fore  to  hind  wing  ;  in  this  attitude  they  are  difficult  to  distinguish  and 
they  will  rest  thus  during  the  whole  day  if  undisturbed.  They  seldom 
occur  in  any  great  abundance  and  the  larvae  are  very  seldom  found. 
None  is  known  to  be  of  any  economic  importance  in  India.  The  family 
is  a  very  large  one  (1,300  species  in  the  Indian  region)  and  additions  are 
constantly  being  made  to  it.  Nearly  all  are  hill  and  forest  forms,  few 
living  in  the  plains. 

Hampson  divides  the  family  into  6  sub -families,  the  key  to  which 
is  on  page  138  of  volume  III  of  moths  in  the  Fauna  of  India. 

Boarmiince. — Hindwing  with  vein  5  obsolete. 

Dilinia  capitata,  Wlk.,  is  a  common  species  whose  larva  feeds  on 
ber  ( Zizyphus  jujuba).  The  larva  is  green  above,  greenish- white  below 
with  the  usual  two  pairs  of  suckerfeet ;  seen  from  above  it  is  of  the  colour 
of  the  upper  surface  of  the  leaves,  seen  from  below  of  the  colour  of  leaves 
looked  at  from  below,  a  colouring  common  in  leaf-eating  caterpillars  and 
doubly  cryptic.  Pupation  takes  place  between  two  leaves  fastened  with 
white  silk;  the  period  is  about  a  week. 

Macaria  fasciata,  Fabr.  (Plate  XLI,  fig.  2),  is  common,  the  larva 
green  or  brown  with  dorsal  and  sublateral  yellow  stripes,  found  feeding 
on  the  flowers  of  Acacia  concinna.  M.  nora,  Wlk.,  M.  sufflata,  Guen,,  and 
M.  emersaria,  Wlk.,  are  also  likely  to  be  found. 

Tephrina  is  the  most  abundant  Geometrid  in  the  plains,  T .  disputaria , 
Guen.,  being  the  little  browny- white  moth  so  common  in  grass.  The  larva 
feeds  on  babul  (Acacia  arabica )  and  may  be  found  wherever  this  tree 
grows  (Plate  XLI).  Hyposidra  talaca,  Wlk.,  is  another  plains  species, 
the  larva  green  irrorated  with  black,  with  the  1st  and  3rd  abdominal 
segments  dark,  the  recorded  foodplants  are  Jambora,  Combretus, 
Ficys  parasiticus  and  rose. 


saturniidje. 


475 


Orthostixince. — The  beautiful  Eumelea  rosalia ,  Cram,,  is  found  in 
the  plains  (Plate  XLI,  fig.  1). 


Fig.  325— Thalassodes  quadrauia,  larva  on  litohi. 


Acidaliince. — A  number  of  species  are  widespread  in  the  forest  areas 
of  India  and  less  than  ten  are  known  from  the  plains. 

Geometrince. — Agathia  lyccenaria,  Kolb,  is  said  to  feed  on  Nerium  odo- 
rum  (Grote).  Thalassodes  quadraria,  Gfuen.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae 
feeding  upon  the  leaves  of  litchi  (Nephelium  liehi)  and  also  on  maize. 
The  larva  is  green  with  a  pair  of  orange  processes  on  the  head.  (Plate 
XLI,  fig.  7.) 

Saturniid^e. — Wild  Silk  Moths . 

Forewing  with  vein  7  connected  to  8  and  9.  Hind  wing  with  vein  8 
diverging  from  cell  from  the  base.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  6 
than  4.  Hindwing  vein  1  c.  absent.  Larva  with  conspicuous  spiny 
processes  ;  pupa  in  cocoon  of  silk. 

These  insects  are  commonly  recognisable  in  all  stages.  The  moths 
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are  of  large  size,  the  immense  Atlas  Moth  having  a  span  of  ten  inches. 
The  colouring  is  bright  and  very  varied  in  tint ;  it  has  no  protective 
significance  in  all  probability  and  the  resemblance  to  the  head  of  the 
cobra  seen  by  some  authors  in  the  apex  of  the  wing  of  some  species  does 
not  appear  to  have  any  real  significance  ;  in  some  species  there  are  clear 
circular  spots  in  the  wings.  The  body  is  short  and  thickset,  densely 
clothed  in  hair,  the  legs  are  short,  the  wings  very  large.  The  absence 
of  proboscis  makes  feeding  impossible  and  the  moths  are  not  long-lived. 

The  moths  deposit  large  numbers  of  round  eggs  (Plate  XLII),  which 
are  thickshelled,  without  ornamentation  and  in  some  cases  laid  with  a 
coating  of  gum  which  makes  them  adhere  in  groups.  The  larvae  grow  to  a 
large  size,  and  are  characterised  by  having  tubercles  or  processes  bear¬ 
ing  spines  ;  they  are  leaf-eating  and  found  principally  upon  forest  trees. 
When  full  grown  a  cocoon  is  spun,  composed  of  more  or  less  tightly  woven 
silk  fixed  to  a  leaf  or  some  other  part  of  the  plant.  Emergence  from  the 
cocoon  is  effected  by  softening  one  end  of  the  cocoon  by  a  solvent  fluid 
excreted  by  the  pupa  or  by  the  passage  of  the  moth  through  one  end 
which  is  so  constructed  as  to  allow  of  the  egress  of  the  moth  but  not  of 
the  entrance  of  insects  from  without  (see  page  481). 

The  moths  are  nocturnal  and  short  lived  ;  the  phenomenon  of  assem¬ 
bling  is  conspicuous  and  is  utilised  by  native  silk  rearers,  who  keep  only 
the  heavier  female  cocoons  for  rearing  females  ;  these  females  are  then 
exposed  at  night,  fastened  down,  and  are  fertilised  by  wild  males  which 
come  from  the  surrounding  forests.  “Assembling  ”  denotes  the  attrac¬ 
tion  of  the  males  to  females  by  some  sense,  possibly  that  of  smell 
which  guides  them  from  a  long  distance  ;  it  is  employed  in  collecting 
certain  butterflies  and  moths  which  exhibit  this  faculty,  the  exposure  of 
a  newly  hatched  female  being  sufficient  to  bring  up  the  males  in  the 
vicinity.  It  occurs  only  in  Lepidoptera  in  this  marked  form. 

None  of  these  species  can  be  considered  as  pests,  while  the  species 
producing  tasar,  eri  and  muga  silk  rank  in  economic  value  beside  the 
true  silkworm  ( Bornbyx  mori,  L.)  and  the  lac  insect  (Tachardia  lacca). 
These  insects  are  wholly  confined  to  moist  forest  areas,  the  larvae  usually 
feeding  upon  forest  trees  and  not  thriving  when  exposed  to  hot  dry 
west  winds.  For  this  reason  it  is  impossible  to  rear  them  throughout 
India,  and  though  some  will  feed  on  cultivated  plants  such  as  castor. 
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these  are  not  cultivated  outside  limited  areas  in  which  the  insects  occur 
naturally. 

The  family  is  not  a  large  one  and  the  thirty  odd  Indian  species  are 
almost  wholly  confined  to  the  moist  hill  forest  areas.  Actias,  Attacus 
and  Anthercea  are  the  principal  genera  and  the  variation  in  colour  of 
the  moths  has  led  to  their  being  described  under  a  variety  of  names, 
Hampson’s  classification  in  the  Fauna  of  India  reducing  many  of 
these  doubtful  species  to  synonyms.  The  student  should  familiarise 
himself  with  these  synonyms  before  reading  the  past  literature  of  these 
insects  in  which  a  variety  of  names  are  employed  for  the  few  economi¬ 
cally  important  species.  The  following  list  embodies  the  species  of 
Wild  Silk  Moths  referred  to  by  Cotes  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Vol.  II,  No.  2) 
and  figured  by  him ;  these  are  insects  which  make  silk  in  some  quantity 
but  only  three  are  actually  reared  for  silk  or  produce  a  silk  used  in 
commerce.  We  have  included  the  Bombycids,  etc.,  in  this  list. 


Attacus 

55 

atlas ,  Linn. 

edwardsi,  Wh. 

The  Atlas  Moth. 

55 

cynthia ,  Dr. 

The  wild  form  of  A.  ricini. 

55 

Actias 

ricini,  Boisd. 
selene,  Hubn. 

The  eri  silkworm  of  Assam. 

5  5 

Anthercea 

55 

55 

mcenas,  Dubl. 
frithi ,  Mo. 
helferi,  Mo. 
roylei,  Mo. 

(  — Actias  leto ,  Dubl.) 

55 

assama,  Westw. 

The  muga  moth  of  Assam. 

55 

55 

55 

paphia,  Linn. 
knyvetti ,  Hamps. 
andamana,  Mo. 

The  tasar  moth  (~A.  mylitta ,  Dr.) 

Cricula 

55 

trifenestrata,  Helf. 
drepanoides,  Mo. 

Loepa 

newara,  Mo. 

(Rhodia). 

55 

Saturnia 

katinka ,  Westw. 
stoliczkana,  Feld. 

(L.  sikkima ,  Mo.,  L.  miranda ,  Mo.) 

55 

55 

pyretorum,  Westw. 
grotei,  Mo. 

(S.  cidosa ,  Mo.) 

55 

huttoni ,  Mo. 

(. Neoris .) 

55 

simla ,  Westw. 

{Caligula.) 
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Saturnia 

thibeta ,  Westw. 

{Caligula.) 

99 

zuleika,  Ho. 

(Rinaca.) 

Salassa 

lola,  Westw. 

9  9 

royi,  Elw. 

Brahmcea 

wallichii,  Gr. 

(~B.  certhia,  F.) 

Theophila 

huttoni ,  Westw. 

(religiosa,  Helf.,  bengalensis,  Hutt. 
affinis,  Hutt.,  sherwilli ,  Hutt.) 

Ocinara 

varians,  Wlk. 

Trilocha  albicollis,  Wlk. 

99 

apicalis,  Wlk. 

0.  lida,  Mo. 

99 

signifera ,  Wlk. 

0.  laetea,  Hutt.,  0.  diaphana ,  Mo. 

Actias  selene,  Hubn.,  is  a  very  striking  insect,  the  forewing  is  large, 

the  hindwing 

;  produced  into  a 

long  tail ;  the  colour  is  a  delicate  pale 

Fig.  326— Actus  set,ene,  x  §. 


PLATE  XLII. — Antheraea  Paphia. 
Titsser  Silk  Worm. 


Fig.  1.  Eggs.  Natural  size. 

„  2.  Larva  newly  hatched. 

„  3.  Young  larva. 

„  4.  „  „  half-grown. 

,,  5.  Full-grown  larva. 

,5  6.  Cocoon  on  her  [Zizyphus  jujuba). 

>,  7.  Stalked  cocoon. 
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green,  the  forewing  having  a  dark  pink  fore  edge  ;  in  each  wing  is  a  buff 
and  red  spot.  The  larva  is  green  with  yellow  tubercles  bearing  spines. 
The  species  is  widely  spread  over  the  hill  forest  areas  in  India,  at  low 
elevations  often,  but  is  typically  a  subtropical  and  only  occasionally  a 
plains  species  (e.g.,  in  Chota  Nagpur). 

Attacus  atlas,  Linn.  (The  Atlas  Moth),  is  the  largest  Indian  Moth, 
a  very  beautiful  vividly  coloured  ^insect  found  in  hilly  forest  districts. 
Its  life-history  is  described  by  (Entomologist  XII,  p.  25)  and  an 

account  of  it  occurs  in  Hardiman’s  “  Silk  in  Burmah.  ”  Attacus 
cynthia,  Dr.,  is  stated  to  be  the  eri  silk  of  Assam,  as  also  is  Attacus  ricini, 
Boisd.,  the  two  differing  only  in  colouring  and  very  slightly  in  markings. 
Moths  reared  from  true  eri  cocoons  cultivated  in  Assam  proved  to  be 
the  latter  (Plate  XLIY).  The  lifehistory  has  been  fully  described 
elsewhere  and  there  is  a  literature  on  this  insect.  Like  others  of  this 
family  it  is  wholly  dependent  upon  moist  conditions ;  the  larvae  exhibit 
a  curious  variation,  some  being  green,  some  white,  some  being  spotted 
with  black,  others  not ;  the  cocoons  are  white  or  brick-red  but  selection 
fixes  the  latter,  while  it  does  not  influence  the  larval  colour  or  spotting. 

Anther cea  includes  the  tasar  silk  moth  (A.  paphia,  Linn.)  and  the 
muga  silk  moth  (A.  Assama,  Westw.).  The  former  makes  a  cocoon 
usually  of  the  form  shown,  fastened  by  a  stalk,  the  latter  a  simpler  oval 
cocoon.  Tasar  is  collected  in  many  forest  areas  in  India  and  is  a  very 
important  industry,  muga  is  semi-cultivated  in  Assam,  and  forms  the 
basis  of  an  industry  there. 

The  tasar  silkworm  (Plates  XLII,  XLIII)  is  not  a  domesticated 
insect  at  all,  it  feeds  upon  trees  or  bushes  in  the  open  entirely  and  the^. 
sources  of  silk  are  either  of  purely  wild  cocoons  collected  by  cow-herds 
when  the  trees  are  leafless  and  they  can  be  seen,  or  cocoons  formed  on 
special  trees  by  worms  which  were  hatched  on  that  tree  from  eggs  laid  in 
captivity,  the  rearer  having  kept  cocoons  till  the  moths  emerged.  In 
this  species,  the  females  alone  are  kept,  the  males  are  allowed  to  fly  away 
and  mating  takes  place  at  dusk  with  any  male  that  comes.  There  are 
in  tusser  a  number  of  varieties  or  races,  some  two-brooded,  some  one- 
brooded ;  the  entire  absence  of  any  control  over  this  mating,  so  far  as 
the  male  is  concerned,  is  probably  one  cause  of  the  degeneration  of  the 
tasar  industry,  since  a  female  of  a  race  that  spins  good  marketable 
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cocoons  may  be  crossed  with  a  male  of  a  poor  race,  and  the  crossing 
of  a  bivoltine  race  with  a  nnivoltine  probably  causes  the  irregular 
eclosion  of  moths  that  is  such  a  handicap  to  the  rearer. 

The  different  races  have  distinct  periods  of  eclosion ;  there  is  a  brood 
usually  in  July- August,  followed  by  a  brood  in  October-N ovember  in 
some ;  some  eclose  in  September  and  are  one  brooded,  some  in  July  or 
June  with  one  brood.  Owing  to  the  failure  to  domesticate  fully,  the 
variety  of  races  which  cross  and  the  entire  lack  of  control  of  fertilisa¬ 
tion,  there  is  no  distinct  pure  race  that  can  be  grown  in  domestication, 
and  were  tasar  to  be  improved  or  the  industry  revived  under  an 
increased  demand,  these  factors  must  be  taken  into  account. 

Tasar  is  found  on  a  great  variety  of  trees,  the  asan  (Terminalia 
tomentosa),  the  Urjun  (T.  arjuna),  the  sal  (Shorea  robusta),  the  ber 
( Zizyphus  jujuba)  being  the  more  important ;  in  gardens,  it  feeds  on 
Lagerstrcemia  indica.  The  cocoon  is  very  dense  and  hard  in  some  races 
with  a  long  or  short  peduncle.  As  a  rule,  the  summer  cocoon  is  flimsier 
than  the  winter  cocoon  where  there  are  two  races.  The  silk  is  a  reelable 
silk  as  in  Bombyx  silk  and  the  moth  must  not  be  permitted  to  emerge, 
as  the  end  of  the  cocoon  is  softened  with  alkali,  then  torn  by  the  exit  of 
the  moth. 

The  stages  are  figured  on  Plate  XLII.  The  larva  has  the  most 
beautiful  metallic  spots,  silver  or  a  reddish  gold  tinge ;  it  is  cryptically 
coloured,  being  leaf  green,  resting  in  a  very  characteristic  attitude  and 
possibly  the  metallic  spots  represent  spots  of  light  coming  through 
leaves.  The  tusser  worm  is  attacked  by  many  foes  and  a  very  low 
percentage  pass  through  their  stages  and  attain  maturity,  even 
when  the  larger  enemies  are  kept  away  ;  the  possible  rate  of  increase 
is  a  hundred  fold,  each  pair  producing  about  200  eggs ;  not  more  than  a 
tenth  of  this  is  actually  realised.  Wasps  (Vespa  and  Polistes)  feed 
on  them ;  Canthecona  furcellata,  a  Pentatomid  bug,  sucks  them  ; 
Mantids  eat  them,  birds,  bats,  lizards  all  eat  them  and  a  Tachinid 
fly  parasitises  them.  The  literature  is  extensive,  but  Cotes’  articles 
on  the  Domesticated  and  the  wild  silks  of  India  give  useful  infor¬ 
mation  and  are  well  illustrated. 

The  student  may  be  cautioned  against  accepting  some  of  the  litera¬ 
ture  as  accurate  ;  notably  much  is  said  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  silk  cultivation  in  India  by  English  writers  ignorant  of  the  fact 


PLATE  XLIIL — Antheraea  Paphia. 
Tusser  Silk  Moth. 


Fig.  1  Moth,  male.  Reduced  to  a  half. 
„  2,  ,,  female.  „  „ 
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that  this  is  purely  a  matter  of  climate  ;  it  is  impossible  to  grow  any  kind 
of  silk  profitably  unless  the  climate  is  suitable,  which  it  is  only  in  well 
defined  tracts  for  each  species.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the 
production  of  a  textile  fibre  from  silk  caterpillars  of  whatever  kind 
requires  primarily  an  abundant  supply  of  absolutely  cheap  labour 
in  whom  the  occupation  is  hereditary ;  given  all  other  conditions, 
a  suitable  equable  moist  climate,  a  healthy  race,  a  supply  of  food- 
plant,  and  a  demand  for  the  fibre,  silk  as  an  industry  cannot  be  carried 
on  except  by  low-paid  people  to  whom  the  occupation  comes  naturally 
from  childhood  ;  it  has  never  and  will  never  be  carried  on  in  countries 
where  living  is  dear  or  where  labour  finds  high  wages,  unless  the 
demand  for  silk  increases  ;  no  insect  fibre  can  be  produced  at  the 
low  cost  of  a  vegetable  fibre  ;  the  lowest  price  for  a  pure  silk  (£120  a 
ton  for  eri  cocoons)  is  above  the  price  of  all  vegetable  fibres  excepting 
that  of  the  very  best  flax  which  reaches  this  price  in  some  years. 
The  attempts  to  grow  silk  in  the  United  States  for  instance  have  all 
ended  in  failure  for  this  reason. 

Cricula  trifenestrata ,  Hell,  is  the  only  species  which  can  properly 
be  brought  within  the  fauna  of  the  plains  of  India.  Its  caterpillar  lives 
upon  the  mango  tree  in  lower  Bengal  and  Burma  ;  it  is  clothed  in 
poisonous  spines  and  therefore  dangerous  to  handle  ;  Mr.  Jamini  Mohan 
Ghose  informs  me  that  it  is  a  common  belief  in  Mymensingh  that  if 
the  mouth  touches  any  portion  of  the  human  body,  that  part  will 
decay  as  in  leprosy  ;  the  caterpillar  is  accordingly  feared  and  nothing 
is  done  to  check  it,  though  it  wholly  defoliates  the  mango  tree. 
Attempts  to  make  an  industry  in  it,  for  spun  silk,  have  been  made 
in  Burma  (Silk  in  Burma,  J.  P.  Hardiman,  p.  20). 


EMERGENCE  FROM  THE  COCOON. 

Very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  that  one  moment  in  the  lives 
of  so  many  insects  when  the  imago  emerges  from  the  pupa  and  has  to 
make  its  way  out  of  the  cocoon  or  other  pupal  envelope.  If  the  cocoon 
or  covering  is  sufficiently  perfect  to  resist  the  weather  and  the  foes  of 
the  pupa,  how  is  the  usually  soft  and  delicate  insect  to  escape  ?  We 
have  not  space  here  to  discuss  this  exhaustively,  nor  are  the  data 
available  for  many  Indian  insects  ;  we  indicate  some  of  the  commonest 
methods  chiefly  in  order  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  student  to  this 
neglected  point. 
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In  the  first  place  we  find  that  in  some  species  the  pupa  is  provided 
with  means  of  forcing  itself  out,  so  that  the  imago  can  emerge  free  to 
the  open  air.  Micropteryx  is  a  conspicuous  example,  in  which  the 
pupa  has  a  very  large  pair  of  mandibles,  with  which  it  cuts  through 
the  cocoon  and,  having  done  so  and  forced  its  way  out  with  the  aid 
of  spines  on  the  abdomen,  the  mandibles  are  shed.  The  imago  is 
then  free  to  emerge  unimpeded  by  the  cocoon.  The  same  occurs  in 
Myrmeleo,  in  Hemerobius  and  in  the  Phryganeides  ;  (this  is  only  one 
of  the  reasons  adduced  to  support  the  view  that  Micropteryx  is 
closely  related  to  the  Phryganeides).  Actually  it  is  the  muscles  of  the 
imago  which  move  the  large  pupal  jaws,  but  the  latter  are  an  essential 
pupal  character  and  absent  in  the  emerged  adult.  In  another  group, 
in  which  pupal  emergence  occurs,  we  find  that  the  pupa  has  hard 
processes  on  the  head  and  that  the  body  is  much  ciliated  to  give  it  a 
grip  on  the  cell  ;  an  instance  is  the  pupa  of  the  Bombyliid,  Anthrax, 
parasitic  in  the  nest  of  mason  bees.  In  several  groups  of  Lepidoptera, 
the  pupa  wriggles  half  way  out  of  the  cocoon  or  shelter  and  then  the 
imago  emerges.  This  is  seen  in  the  male  of  Psychidce  (fig.  328)  in 
many  Sesiidce  and  Tortricidce  (PL  LII),  and  in  Cossidce  (fig.  330).  In 
some  of  these,  there  are  not  only  abdominal  spines,  but  on  the  head  a 
strong  process  used  for  piercing  the  cocoon.  We  may  remind  the 
student  that  the  bulk  of  Heterocerous  pupse  are  firmly  attached  to  the 
cocoon  by  the  terminal  process  and  so  cannot  move  out ;  the  families 
mentioned  here  are  in  a  minority  in  utilising  the  activity  of  the  pupa. 

The  more  general  device  is  some  arrangement  by  which  the  imago 
can  emerge.  One  of  the  most  striking  is  the  secretion  of  solvents  which 
either  dissolve  or  soften  the  cocoon,  releasing  the  imago.  Latter  proved 
the  presence  in  the  Puss  Moth  Cocoon  of  free  Potassium  Hydroxide,  and 
further  states  that  the  imago  is  itself  protected  by  a  part  of  the  pupa 
skin  when  it  pushes  through  the  softened  cocoon  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc. 
1895,  p.  399).  The  same  principle  is  utilised  by  the  silk  moth  ( Bombyx  mori) 
and  by  some  Saturniidce.  For  this  reason  silk  can  be  reeled  only  from 
cocoons  from  which  the  moth  has  not  emerged,  as  the  solvent  is  injurious 
to  the  fibres  of  the  silk.  In  a  number  of  species  of  Saturniidce,  this  process 
is  supplemented  or  replaced  by  the  action  of  two  spines,  one  on  each 
forewing  at  the  base  of  the  costal  edge ;  the  imago  emerges  with  crumpled 
wings  and  with  the  spines  projecting  forward  before  the  head ;  these  are 
used  to  cut  through  the  cocoon  and  allow  the  moth  to  emerge.  This  occurs 
in  the  genera  Saturnia,  Actias  and  Anthercea.  In  Attacus  this  does  not 
occur,  but  the  cocoon  is  spun  with  one  end  closed  with  thread  loops,  in 
such  a  way  that  anything  trying  to  get  in,  forces  the  loops  together, 
but  the  moth,  emerging  from  within,  forces  the  loops  apart.  Similar  devi¬ 
ces  are  far  more  common  probably  than  are  now  recorded  ;  in  Earias 
fabia,  for  instance,  the  cocoon  is  of  peculiar  shape,  and  the  lips  of  one  end 
close  mechanically  ;  the  moth  pressing  from  within  escapes  easily  and  the 
lips  gape  readily  if  the  cocoon  is  pressed  from  above  ;  but  it  resists  any 
attempts  at  entrance  from  without.  It  would  be  of  great  interest  to 
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investigate  this  device  in  cocoon-making  Lepidoptera ;  it  apparently  gives 
place  to  the  simpler  device  of  the  less  strongly  woven  cocoon  from  which 
the  moth  escapes  by  pushing  through  the  loose  fibres  and  hairs  at  one 
end  ;  there  are  probably  many  transitional  stages  from  this  to  the  stout 
self- opening  cocoon.  The  Arctiids  commonly  have  loose  cocoons  as  do 
many  Noctuids,  Pyralids,  Tineids,  etc.  For  these,  as  for  many  Cole- 
optera,  the  body  of  the  pupa  is  set  with  backwardly  directed  spines  and 
a  terminal  hook  to  give  the  moth  the  necessary  purchase  to  escape. 

Finally,  there  are  a  great  number  of  stout  cocoons  in  which  a  definite 
lid  is  provided  which  comes  off.  Limacodidce  are  a  conspicuous  example 
(fig.  334).  In  these  cases  there  is  a  definite  line  of  weakness  along  the 
wall  of  the  cocoon  and  we  may  admire  both  the  instinct  of  the  larva  in 
providing  it  and  its  ability  to  so  make  the  cocoon.  It  occurs  also  in  some 
Braconidce,  and  in  Cionus  among  Curculionidae.  In  the  latter  the  larva 
can  be  seen  through  the  horny  cocoon  preparing  its  shelter  and  leaving 
the  line  of  weakness.  By  what  means  the  emerging  imago  ruptures 
the  lid  is  not  known,  but  as  little  strength  is  required,  there  are  probably 
as  a  rule  no  special  devices.  In  a  great  number  of  species,  especially 
of  Coleoptera ,  the  imago  employs  its  own  jaws.  The  beetle  comes  out  of 
the  pupal  skin,  rests  till  the  chitin  is  hard  and  then  bites  through  the 
cocoon  or  the  end  of  the  gallery  in  which  it  may  be  and  so  emerges.  In 
many  weevils  the  true  mandibles  are  provided  with  false  mandibles  for 
this  purpose,  which  drop  off  and  leave  a  scar,  after  they  have  been  used. 
In  the  Sawfly  Athalia  proxima,  the  imago  cuts  a  lid  in  the  end  of  the 
tough  cocoon  with  its  jaws  and  then  emerges.  Most  Aculeate  Hymenoptera 
do  the  same,  the  thin  cocoon  being  bitten  through,  and  this  occurs  even  in 
Megachile,  where  masonry  has  to  be  pierced. 

We  have  skirted  round  this  fascinating  subject  in  a  superficial  manner, 
but  we  may  have  said  sufficient  to  indicate  that  there  is  here  great  scope 
for  observation.  There  are  probably  abundant  devices  as  yet  unknown, 
and  we  do  not  pretend  to  have  even  indicated  all  that  are  known,  but 
there  is  very  little  on  record  for  Indian  forms. 


Bombycim. 

Proboscis  and  frenulum  absent.  Forewing,  vein  5  nearer  6  than  4. 

Hindwing  vein  lc.  absent,  vein  8  remote  from  7,  connected 
to  or  approximating  to  the  cell. 

This  family  includes  only  fifteen  species  of  small  dull  moths]  known 
by  the  bipectinate  antennae  of  both  sexes  and  the  hairy  spurless  legs. 
The  proboscis  is  absent,  the  antennae  are  bipectinate  in  both  sexes,  the 
legs  hairy  and  without  spurs.  The  larva  is  elongate,  with  dorsal  humps 
or  a  terminal  horn  and  is  not  hairy.  A  cocoon  of  silk  is  formed. 
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Of  the  fifteen  species  listed  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  one  alone  is  found 
in  the  plains.  Ocinara  varians,  Wlk.,  is  a  small  grey  moth,  whose  larva 

lives  upon  the  Oular  tree 
(Ficus  glomerata )  and  other 
figs.  It  is  a  grey  caterpillar, 
variegated  with  brown ; 
there  are  slight  protuber¬ 
ances  dorsally  and  a  slender 
horn  at  the  hind  end.  It 
feeds  upon  the  leaves,  readi¬ 
ly  letting  itself  down  from 
leaf  to  leaf  on  a  thread  of 
silk ;  the  cocoon  is  bright 
yellow,  formed  on  the  bark 
or  on  a  leaf.  This  insect 
defoliates  its  foodplant, 
stripping  large  trees  of  their 
foliage.  It  is  abundant  in 

the  hot  weather  before  the 

Fig.  327— Ocinara  varians.  x  2.  Male  above.  •  i  •  n  • 

rams  and  m  some  years  is 

exceedingly  destructive  to  the  large  trees  upon  which  it  feeds.  It  is 

checked  by  Tachinid  parasites. 


Bornbyx  mori,  Linn.  (Hate  XXVIII,  figs.  9  and  15)  is  the  Chinese 
domesticated  silkworm,  spread  from  China  to  India  and  Europe. 
Its  domestication  dates  too  far  back  to  be  recorded.  As  a  result  of 
domestication  in  various  climates  local  races  have  arisen  treated  by  some 
authors  as  distinct  species.  To  the  student  of  the  Heterocera  as  a  whole, 
these  races  will  appear  as  varieties  only  ;  to  the  student  of  silk  insects 
they  are  of  sufficient  distinctness  to  rank  as  species,  but  for  our  purposes 
they  are  domesticated  races  solely.  For  convenience  we  give  the  more 
important  Indian  races  described  by  Hutton  as  distinct  species,  united 
by  Hampson  under  this  one  species  : — 


Bornbyx  mori,  L.  Univoltine. 

Desi  Polo,  Chota  Polo.  ,,  fortunatus,  Hutt.  Multivoltine. 

Nistry,  Madrassi.  ,,  croesi,  Hutt.  Multivoltine. 

Nya  Paw.  „  arracanensis,  Hutt.  Multivoltine. 
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Boro  Polo,  Bara  Pat.  Bombyx  textor,  Hutt  Univoltine. 

Sina,  Cheena,  Chota  Pat.  ,,  sinensis ,  Hutt.  Multivoltine. 

One  important  difference  induced  by  domestication  is  the  variation 
in  the  number  of  broods  ;  this  is  a  matter  depending  largely  upon  climate, 
the  one-brooded  (univoltine)  being  probably  the  normal  habit  in  a  cold 
climate  with  short  summer,  the  multivoltine  found  in  warm  moist  loca¬ 
lities.  There  is  a  vast  literature  upon  this  subject  and  every  aspect  of 
this  insect  and  its  attendant  industry  has  been  fully  discussed  elsewhere 
(see  below,  page  489).  ‘  Silkworm  gut 5  is  the  fibre  used  by  anglers  for 

attaching  their  hooks,  which  must  be  strong  and  resistant  to  water  ;  it 
is  the  dried  silk  of  the  silkworm  extracted  by  dissection  from  the  silk- 
glands  of  the  caterpillars  just  before  it  commences  to  spin,  and  drawn 
out  into  a  thread  from  one  to  three  feet  long.  It  consists  of  the  same 
material  as  silk,  only  drawn  into  a  short  thick  thread  instead  of  into  the 
extremely  fine  long  thread  of  silk  formed  by  the  insect.  It  is  an  article  of 
commerce  produced  in  Italy  and  Japan. 

Silkworms  also  yield  an  oil  (derived  from  the  chrysalides)  which 
is  extracted  from  the  stifled  chrysalides  after  reeling.  It  appears  to  have 
little  commercial  value. 


SILK. 

The  silk  of  commerce  is  the  thread  employed  by  certain  species  of 
insects  of  the  families  Saturniidce  and  Bombycidce  (and  in  Mauritius  a 
Lasiocampid)  for  the  formation  of  their  cocoons.  There  is  an  immense 
literature  on  the  silk  insects  of  India  and  we  are  not  concerned  here  with 
the  commercial  aspect  of  this  question  (See  Watt’s  Dictionary  of 
Economic  Products,  Vol.  VI,  Pt.  III).  Using  the  term  in  the  wider  sense 
to  denote  the  thread  produced  by  insects  for  cocoon-making  or  other 
purposes,  we  find  that  the  faculty  of  silk-production  is  not  confined  to 
the  few  economically  important  species  but  is  general  among  a  very 
large  section  of  the  insect  world. 

As  a  rule,  silk  is  formed  in  the  body  of  the  insect  as  a  fluid  in  the 
salivary  glands  which  open  by  two  minute  apertures  on  the  apex  of  the 
lower  lip  ;  the  salivary  glands  are  long  sac-like  structures  with  walls 
composed  of  large  cells,  and  ending  in  two  fine  ducts  which  lead  to  the 
lower  lip.  Silk  is  poured  out  as  a  thick  gummy  fluid  usually  transparent, 
which  rapidly  hardens  and  dries,  assuming  then  a  tint  of  buff,  yellow 
or  brown.  When  used  in  cocoon-making,  the  insect  spins  a  continuous 
thread  at  first  on  the  object  to  which  the  cocoon  is  fixed,  later  building 
up  the  cocoon  of  continually  added  threads.  The  outer  layer  is  somewhat 
irregular  and  not  necessarily  continuous,  as  it  has  to  be  adapted  to  the 
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nature  of  the  support,  but  the  inner  layer  is  often  formed  of  practically 
one  thread,  disposed  regularly  round  and  round  and  finally  ending  at 
some  point  inside  the  cocoon  where  the  caterpillar  finishes.  The  cocoon 
is  thus  built  up  from  inside,  the  outside  layer  first,  the  fine  inner  layer 
last.  In  many  insects  this  is  then  cemented  with  material  produced 
by  the  caterpillar  from  the  alimentary  canal  and  the  cocoon  is  finished. 
In  some,  the  production  of  silk  is  not  continuous,  the  caterpillar  probably 
resting,  and  the  cocoon  consists  of  distinct  layers  which  may  be  separated  ; 
this  is  the  case,  for  instance,  in  Eri  and  is  the  reason  why  a  distinct  thread 
cannot  be  got  from  these  cocoons. 

This  is  the  principal  use  of  silk  in  the  insect  world,  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  cocoon  to  shelter  the  pupa  ;  the  cocoon  may  not  be  of  pure 
silk  but  may  include  fragments  of  plants,  leaves,  etc.,  or  as  well  as  earth 
or  other  matter  ;  the  hair  of  the  larva  is  in  many  used  with  the  silk  and 
forms  a  large  part  of  the  cocoon.  Silk  is  also  produced  by  glands  opening 
on  other  parts  of  the  body  than  the  lower  lip  and  then  differs  little  from 
the  gummy  matter  produced,  for  instance,  by  some  weevils  for  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  the  cocoon  (c.  /.  Cionus,  Curculionidce). 

Silk  is  not  known  to  be  produced  by  any  member  of  the  order 
Orthoptera.  The  Embiidce  produce  very  delicate  silk  from  glands  situate 
in  the  forefeet ;  with  this  they  prepare  small  web-like  shelters  on  the  soil 
under  which  they  live.  The  Psocidce  prepare  somewhat  similar  webs  on  the 
bark  of  trees  or  on  old  wood,  the  silk  being  excreted  from  the  mouth- 
parts  in  the  usual  way  and  being  of  a  very  fine  nature.  The  Myrmeleonides 
and  Hemerobiides  among  the  Hemerobiidce  produce  silk  cocoons  ;  in  the 
former  the  silk  is  the  product  of  anal  glands  and  issues  from  a  single  spin¬ 
neret  at  the  apex  of  the  abdomen ;  the  cocoon  is  white  and  hard,  the  pupa 
being  provided  with  jaws  for  cutting  through  and  emerging.  In  the 
Hemerobiides  the  cocoon  is  round  and  white  or  is  very  flimsy  and  partly 
formed  of  a  leaf. 

Among  the  Phryganeidce  silk  is  in  constant  use  for  the  preparation 
of  the  cases  in  which  the  larva  lives  and  is  the  product  of  the  salivary 
glands  ;  some  species  ( Hydropsyche )  use  the  silk  also  in  the  preparation 
of  the  nets  which  are  used  to  catch  their  prey.  The  use  and  production  of 
silk  in  this  group  is  similar  to  that  in  Lepidoptera.  Throughout  the 
Hymenoptera  silk  is  produced  by  the  larva  for  the  cocoon  ;  these  cocoons 
are  of  very  varied  form,  but  are  almost  universally  formed  of  very  close 
fine  silk.  No  cocoon  is  formed  by  some  of  the  parasitic  forms  which 
pupate  in  the  skin  of  the  host.  Among  Formicidce  the  silk  is  sometimes 
employed  for  nest  building  ;  this  is  especially  the  case  with  the 
common  red  tree  Ant  ( (Eecophylla  smaragdina)  an  account  of  which  is 
given  on  page  232. 

Among  Coleoptera  true  silk  is  not  formed,  cocoons  being  made  of 
cement  produced  by  the  alimentary  canal ;  in  at  least  one  species  of  Chrys- 
omelid,  however  ( Oides  bipunctatus) ,  this  secretion  takes  the  form  of 
coarse  threads  spun  over  the  pupa  and  forming  a  very  rough  cocoon  of 
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thick  silk.  The  bruchid  Caryborus  gonagra  prepares  a  cocoon  of  coarse 
gummy  threads  that  almost  come  within  our  definition  of  silk  but  which 
are  also  very  little  removed  from  the  typical  gummy  secretion  of  other 
Coleoptera. 

The  production  of  silk  as  described  above  is  general  throughout  the 
Hesperiidce  and  all  Heterocera  during  larval  life.  In  many  Micro-Lepi- 
doptera,  the  silk  is  of  vital  importance  in  larval  life,  being  used  to  fasten 
together  the  habitations  of  leaves  or  other  matter.  So  also  in  Hesperiidce 
and  Psychidce.  In  other  groups  the  larvae  use  silk  in  very  early 
life  only  (e.g.,  Caradrina  and  other  Noctuids)  or  use  it  to  let  themselves 
down  from  leaf  to  leaf  ;  practically  all  can  use  it  to  make  a  rough  surface 
to  walk  on  if  they  are  placed  on  too  smooth  a  surface  ;  and  finally,  nearly 
all  use  it  in  the  preparation  of  the  cocoon  or  of  the  covering  of  leaves, 
etc.,  which  shelters  them  during  the  pupal  period. 

Among  Diptera  silk  is  produced  in  the  normal  manner  by  the  larva 
of  Simulium ,  which  lives  in  hill  streams  and  fastens  a  network  of  threads 
across,  along  which  it  moves ;  some  other  Diptera  which  live  in  soil  under 
bark,  etc.,  also  prepare  silken  shelters. 

Coccidce  are  the  last  family  in  which  silk  can  be  said  to  be  formed, 
and  this  silk  is  the  product  of  the  numerous  glands  on  the  pygidium ; 
the  scale  of  the  Diaspince  is  formed  of  felted  threads  of  silk  produced 
from  these  glands  with  the  cast  skins  of  the  previous  instars.  In  this 
family  as  in  Aleurodidce  the  glands  producing  waxy  thread-like  excre¬ 
tions  are  very  abundant  and  can,  strictly  speaking,  be  hardly  called  silk 
glands  ;  in  the  Diaspinae  alone  is  the  secretion  used  as  silk  is. 

The  composition  of  silk* — The  main  constituents  of  silk  fibre  are 
fibroin  coated  with  a  glue-like  substance  called  Seriein  or  Silk-Albumen, 
and  coloured  with  ceraceous  matter.  Lombardy  silk  (Bombyx  mori ) 
yields  about  70%  fibroin  and  30%  seriein  and  even  technically  purified 
silk  contains  about  5%  glue.  Fibroin  is  insoluble  in  superheated  water, 
in  dilute  acids  or  alkalies ;  it  can  be  heated  to  120°  C.  for  hours  without 
any  change  taking  place. 

Seriein  is  soluble  in  weak  alkaline  solutions  and  in  hot  water,  from 
which  it  can  be  precipitated  as  a  white  powder  by  alcohol.  The  yellow 
colouring  matter  of  raw  silk  consists  of  chlorophyll  (the  green  colouring 
matter  of  plants)  more  or  less  altered  and  deprived  of  its  blue  constituent. 
From  the  cocoon  unaltered  chlorophyll  may  be  extracted. 

Fibroin  is  obtained  by  exhausting  the  silk  with  boiling  water,  alcohol 
(to  dissolve  and  precipitate  seriein),  ether  and  acetic  acid  successively  ; 
analysis  shows  a  very  high  nitrogen  and  a  very  low  carbon  content.  It 
differs  in  its  constitution  very  considerably  from  other  albumins,  as  it 
contains  more  than  50%  Glycocoll,  10%  of  tyrosin  and  only  a  small  amount 
of  leucin.  Glutaminic  and  Aspartic  acids  are  absent,  and  the  base 
radicles  are  slight  in  amount.  It  gives  the  biuret  and  Millon’s  reactions, 


*  Kindly  {-repared  by  J.  H.  Barnes,  Esq.,  Agricultural  Chemist,  Fumjab. 
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is  not  attacked  by  either  pepsin  or  trypsin,  while  by  strong  acids  or 
alkalies  it  is  converted  into  albumoses  or  albuminates.  The  silk  coverings 
of  wasp  cells  and  spider’s  webs  give  the  reactions  and  show  the  solubili¬ 
ties  of  fibroin  (Engel  and  Schlossberger). 

Sericin  resembles  ordinary  gelatin  in  its  solubility,  but  does  not 
gelatinise  so  readily  and  is  precipitated  by  acids.  The  presence  of 
glycocoll  is  doubtful,  while  tyrosin  and  serin  are  abundant. 


PERCENTAGE  COMPOSITION. 


Glycocoll  (Amino-Acetic  acid). 

Alanin  (Amino-propionic  acid). 

Leucin  (isobutyl-« -amino-acetic  acid). 
Phenylalanin. 

Prolin  (a-Pyrrolidin-carboxylic  acid). 
Glutaminic  acid,  (« -Amino-normal 
glutaric  acid). 

Aspartic  acid  (Amino- succinic  acid). 
Serin  (« -  Amino-/l-hydroxy-propionic 


Gelatine. 

Sericin. 

Fibroin. 

16*5 

0T-0-2 

36*0 

0"8 

5-0 

21*0 

2-1 

present 

1-5 

0-4 

1*5 

5*2 

0-3 

14*0 

0*56 

acid). 

present 

6*6 

1-6 

Hydroxy-pyrrolidin  carboxylic  acid 

(<;,  ii,  no,). 

Lysin(e  diamino-normal-caproic  acid). 

3-0 

5*5 

present. 

present. 

Histidin.  (C6  H0  Ns  O  .) 

•4 

present. 

Arginin  (Guanidin-«-amino- valerianic 

acid). 

9*3 

4-0 

1*0 

Ammonia. 

•43 

1-87 

Tyrosin  (phenyl-«-hydroxy-a-amino 

propionic-acid). 

5-0 

10-0 

The  weight  of  silk  produced. — In  the  cocoon  the  relative  weight  of 
silk  formed  is  shown  from  the  following  figures  of  three  Eri  cocoons 
( Attacus  ricini). 


Full-grown  larva. 

126.  grains. 

91-6 

101. 

Cocoon,  etc.,  at  emergence. 

47-4 

36-8 

38*8. 

,,  ,,  after  ,, 

8-2 

6*8 

6*0. 

Pupa  case,  etc. 

1-1 

•8 

•9. 

Cocoon. 

7'1 

5-8 

4*9. 

It  has  been  found  that  in  Eri  silk  75  to  90  pounds  of  leaf  must  be  fed 
to  worms  to  produce  a  pound  of  silk. 

The  following  are  the  more  important  characteristics  of  the  four 
commercial  Indian  silks  : — 
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PLATE  XLIV. — Attacus  Ricini. 

■  •  / 

Eri  Silk  Moth. 

'ig.  1.  Female  above. 

„  2.  Male  below.  (The  antenna?  are  shown  too  small.) 
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Bombyx  mori  :  Mulberry  Silk  ; 

Univoltine  Italian  races  or  Multi voltine  Indigenous  races  ;  mulberry 
the  exclusive  foodplant  used  ;  wholly  domesticated,  never  free-living, 
silk  white  or  yellow,  reelable,  the  pupa  requiring  to  be  stifled.  Grown 
in  Bengal  and  Eastern  Bengal  as  in  parts  of  the  Punjab,  Baluchistan, 
and  in  Kashmir  for  export  or  local  use. 


Anthers  a  paphia  :  Tasar. 

Univoltine  or  bivoltine,  polyphagous  on  wild  forest  trees  ;  never 
domesticated,  but  fertilisation  takes  place  in  captivity  from  reared 
females ;  found  wholly  free-living  in  forests.  Silk  dirty-brown,  reelable, 
cocoon  with  a  peduncle,  pupa  requiring  to  be  stifled.  Collected  in  the 
forests  of  Bombay,  Madras,  Central  Provinces,  Bengal,  United 
Provinces  and  the  Punjab  for  local  use  and  for  export. 


Attacus  ricini  :  Eri. 

Multivoltine,  polyphagous  but  reared  only  on  castor  ;  partly  or 
wholly  domesticated  for  rearing  but  also  found  wild  rarely  ;  silk  white 
or  brick-red,  not  reelable,  the  moth  being  often  allowed  to  emerge  from 
the  cocoon  before  it  is  used  ;  cultivated  in  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam 
mainly  for  local  use,  but  also  for  export  for  spinning  with  the  waste  of 
mulberry  and  other  reeled  silks. 

Anther^ea  Assama  :  Muga. 

Multivoltine  polyphagous  on  wild  forest  trees  ;  partly  domesticated 
but  also  found  wild  ;  silk  white  or  yellow,  reelable,  the  pupa  requiring  to 
be  stifled  ;  cultivated  in  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam,  mainly  for  local  use. 

Literature. — There  is  an  extensive  literature  on  Indian  silk  and 
sericulture  ;  with  the  exception  of  Cotes’  papers  in  Indian  Museum  Notes, 
little  has  been  written  by  persons  acquainted  with  entomology  but  much 
is  valuable  from  other  points  of  view  ;  Watt’s  Dictionary  of  Economic 
Products  summarises  the  literature  down  to  1893,  since  then  the  principal 
papers  published  are  : — 

Monograph  of  Silk  Fabric  Industry  in  Madras  (E.  Thurston,  1899). 

Monograph  upon  the  Silk  Fabrics,  Bombay  (S.  M.  Edwardes,  1900). 

Monograph  upon  the  Silk  Fabrics,  Bengal  (N.  G.  Mukherji,  1903). 

Monograph  upon  the  Silk  Fabrics,  Assam  (B.  C.  Allen,  1899). 

Monograph  upon  Silk  in  Burma  (J.  P.  Hardiman,  1901). 

Monograph  on  Silk  Fabrics  in  North-West  Provinces  and  Oudh 
(A.  Yusuf  Ali,  1900). 
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Monograph  on  Silk  Industry  of  the  Punjab  (W.  M.  Hailey,  1899). 

Report  on  an  Inquiry  into  Tasar  Silk  Industry  in  Bengal  and  the 
Central  Provinces  (N.  G.  Mukherji,  1905). 

Brahm^eimj. 

Frenulum  absent  ;  forewing,  vein  5,  nearer  6  than  4.  Hindwing, 
vein  8,  approximated  to  or  anastomosing  with  7,  1  c.  absent. 

A  family  containing  a  single  genus  of  two  species  in  India,  confined 
to  the  Himalayas  and  Burma. 

Brahmcea  wallichii,  Gray,  and  B.  hearseyi,  Wh.,  are  large  olive  brown 
moths  of  an  expanse  of  5  to  7  inches,  the  wings  with  many  black  marks. 
They  are  not  found  in  the  plains  and  are  characteristic  of  the  hill  forest 
areas. 

UrANIIDvE. 

Forewing  with  vein  7,  remote  from  8  and  9,  usually  stalked  with  6;  5 
nearer  6  than  4.  Hindwing  ivith  vein  8  diverging  from  7 
at  the  base ,  vein  1  c.  absent . 

A  family  of  moths  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  Himalayan  and 
other  hill  regions.  In  the  Fauna  of  India,  Moths,  Yol.  Ill,  59  species 
are  described,  and  Hampson  has  added  24  species  since.  It  includes  the 
insects  described  in  the  Fauna  of  India  under  Uraniidce,  Epicopiidce, 
Epiplemidce  :  of  the  first,  none  are  plains  species  and  none  will  be  found 
outside  the  hills. 

Epicopiidce. — These  are  moths  resembling  Papilionid  butterflies  in 
appearance  and  form.  This  family  consists  of  a  single  genus  and  five 
species,  wholly  confined  to  the  Indo-Malayan  region,  Japan  and  China. 
The  moths  are  large,  coloured  in  black  with  red  and  yellow  markings  ; 
the  forewings  are  black,  the  costal  margin  long ;  the  hindwings  are  long, 
narrow  and  of  the  form  typical  of  certain  Papilios  marked  with  yellow 
blotches  and  red  marginal  spots.  The  body  is  narrow,  coloured  in  red 
and  black.  The  caterpillars  so  far  as  known  are  clothed  in  white  efflores¬ 
cence  which  may  be  in  the  form  of  a  dense  filamentous  coat  or  of  a 
powdery  covering.  They  live  on  trees  and  pupate  in  a  light  cocoon. 
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Two  forms  of  the  species  Epicopia  philenora,  Westw.,  occur  in  Bengal, 
the  remaining  species  and  forms  in  the  Himalayas,  Malay  Peninsula, 
China  and  J  apan.  The  most  recent  account  of  the  family  is  in  Genera 
Insectorum  by  A.  Janet  and  P.  Wytsmann.  Of  the  Epiplemince  a  small 
dull  brown  moth  Dirades  theclata,  Guen.,  alone  occurs  in  our  area, 
appearing  during  the  rains.  Its  life-history  appears  to  be  wholly 
unknown. 


PSY  CHIDiE. 

Female  wingless  in  a  case  ;  larva  of  both  sexes  in  a  case.  Frenulum 
present  in  male;  forewing  with  vein  1  c.  present  ;  proboscis  absent  ; 
middle  spurs  of  hind  tibice  small  or  absent .  Hindwing  with  vein  8 
connected  to  cell  by  a  bar  or  free ;  1  c.  present. 

The  insects  composing  this  family  are  immediately  recognisable 
from  the  fact  that  the  female  in  all  stages,  and  the  male  except  in  the 


Fig.  '328— Mahasena  graminivora.  A.  Male,  B. 

Female,  C.  Larva.  [I.  M.  N.] 

imago  stage  live  in  cases  composed  of  vegetable  matter  and  silk,  the  case 
having  a  characteristic  form  for  each  species.  Case  bearing  larvae  occur 
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also  in  other  groups,  e.g.,  Tinea  in  houses,  Coleoptera,  etc.,  on  plants, 
but  they  are  far  smaller. 

The  males  are  small  delicate  moths  with  dusky  or  hyaline  wings  and 
markedly  pectinate  antennae.  They  are  very  rarely  seen  and  come  out 
after  dusk.  The  female  is  an  undeveloped  chrysalis-like  insect  without 
wings,  which  remains  in  the  larval  case. 

The  life-history  of  the  known  species  is  as  follows  :  The  female  is 
fertilised  by  the  male  in  the  case,  the  long  protmsible  abdomen  of  the  male 
penetrating  into  the  female  case  from  above.  Eggs  are  laid  in  the  case, 
the  female  gradually  shrinking  up  as  the  eggs  fill  the  lower  portion  of  the 
case.  The  larvae  hatch,  emerge  from  the  parents’  case  and  make  their 
own  little  cases  of  vegetable  matter  and  interwoven  silk ;  these  cases  are 
extremely  tough  and  durable,  with  a  characteristic  form  and  constitu¬ 
tion  for  each  species.  Pieces  of  leaf,  thorns,  leaf-stalks  or  finely  divided 
vegetable  matter  are  woven  into  the  case  which  is  open  at  each  end,  the 
head  and  thorax  of  the  larva  emerging  at  one  end  ;  progression  is  effected 
by  the  thoracic  legs,  the  case  being  firmly  held  by  the  hind  end  of  the 
body.  This  larva  is  a  typical  caterpillar  with  three  pairs  of  legs  and  can 
extrude  the  thorax  for  purpose  of  locomotion,  dragging  itself  and  its  case 
slowly  along  ;  when  full-grown  the  male  larva  closes  the  case  after  firmly 
fastening  it,  the  caterpillar  pupates  head  downwards,  the  pupa  wriggles 
half  through  the  lower  open  end  and  a  moth  emerges.  The  female  larva 
moults,  passes  through  a  period  of  rest,  and  is  found  in  the  case  as  a  vermi¬ 
form  sac,  without  external  structures  and  simply  a  bag  of  eggs  with  a 
genital  opening  below.  The  male  seeks  out  the  female,  fertilises  her  by 
introducing  his  protrusible  abdomen  at  the  upper  end  of  the  case  and 
stretching  it  to  the  lower  end  and  she  subsequently  lays  her  eggs  in  a 
mass  in  the  lower  part  of  the  case.  Parthenogenesis  occurs  in  one 
species,  but  is  not  known  in  any  Indian  species. 

Hampson  lists  35  species,  and  has  added  five  since,  almost  all  from 
Ceylon  or  the  hills.  Actually  very  little  is  known  of  the  group,  as  the 
moths  are  rarely  captured  and  it  is  not  always  possible  to  rear  the  larvae* 
Species  can,  of  course,  be  distinguished  only  from  the  male  moth.  No  spe¬ 
cies  is  really  common,  but  several  species  are  likely  to  be  found,  as  larva), 
in  the  plains.  The  life-history  is  a  slow  one,  and  to  breed  the  males 
requires  much  patience,  but  it  is  the  only  satisfactory  method. 
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PLATE  XLY. — Arbela  Tetraonis. 
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Larva,  full  grown. 

Second  and  third  abdominal  segments  of  larva. 
Pupa. 

Ventral  surface  of  pupa,  x  6. 

Apex  of  abdomen  of  pupa  x  6. 

Moth. 

Branch  showing  the  masses  of  excrement  and 
which  it  covers  the  bark  on  which  it  feeds. 


webbing  with. 
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Mahasena  graminivora  Hampson  is  figured  here  in  all  stages ;  it 
is  found  in  rice  in  the  plains,  its  case  being  formed  of  rice  leaves  sewn 
together  with  silk.  The  figures 
are  taken  from  specimens  reared 
in  Calcutta  on  thatching  grass. 

(Indian  Museum  Notes,  IV,  p. 

19.)  We  figure  also  the  case  of 
Psyche  vitrea ,  Hmpsn.,  which 
feeds  upon  mango  leaves  in  the 
plains  of  India.  The  moth  has 
entirely  hyaline  wings.  Most 
species  have  dark  wings  and 
are  distinguishable  on  the  vena  - 
tion  which  is  very  distinct, 
and  on  the  nature  of  the  larval  case  ;  no  species  can  be  considered 
as  real  pests,  though  a  number  are  recorded  upon  tea  in  the  hills  and  the 
last  mentioned  species  has  been  found  destructive  to  mango.  We  may 
also  mention  Acanthopsyche  moorei ,  Heyl.,  found  in  Calcutta  on 
Lagerstroemia  indica,  described  as  Babula  grotei  by  Moore.  A  short 
account  of  this  insect  occurs  in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  II,  p.  13.  The 
larvae  of  Chalia  Doubleday i  feeds  on  Amaltas  ( Cassia  fistula)  which 
they  disfigure  by  eating  the  epidermis  :  specimens  were  sent  in  as  being 
very  destructive  to  this  tree  and  killing  it,  being  very  abundant. 


Psyche  vitrea  cases 
ox  LEAF. 


Arbelim:. 

Forewing,  vein  1  c.  absent.  Hindwing ,  vein  8  free  or  connected 
to  the  cell  by  a  bar ,  vein  1  c.  present . 

A  small  family  of  moths  in  which  the  proboscis  is  absent,  and  the 
male  antennae  are  bipectinate  to  the  apex  with  short  branches.  A  single 
genus  Arbela  (5  species)  occurs  in  India  in  the  form  of  the  familiar  borer 
of  lichi,  bair,  guava,  mango,  orange  and  other  fruit  trees.  The  larva 
may  be  known  by  the  peculiar  patches  of  excrement  and  silk  found  on 
the  bark  of  these  trees  near  the  bore  of  the  caterpillar,  which  comes  out 
at  night,  feeds  on  the  bark  and  makes  this  peculiar  covering  on  the  part 
it  eats.  The  insect  is  a  very  common  one  in  the  plains,  the  species  being 
A.  tetraonis ,  Mo.,  figured  here  in  all  stages.  (Plate  XLY.) 
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Antram  has  described  the  life-history  oiA.  dea ,  Swinh.,  and  A.  quad - 
rinotata ,  Wlk.,  which  eat  the  bark  of  tea  in  Assam.  (Bull.  Tea  Associa¬ 
tion,  1907,  No.  5.) 


Ratardid^e. 

Frenulum  absent ;  forewing ,  vein  1  c.  present ;  proboscis  absent ;  middle 
spurs  of  hind  tibiae  short  or  absent.  Hindwing ,  vein  8  free 
or  connected  to  cell  by  a  bar ,  vein  1  c.  present. 

The  family  contains  a  single  genus  Ratarda,  of  moths  formerly 
classed  with  Lymantriidce  and  consists  of  a  single  species,  R. 
marmorata,  Mo.,  described  from  Sikkim. 

CoSSIDiE. 

Both  sexes  winged.  Frenulum  present,  proboscis  absent,  middle  spurs 
of  hind  tibiae  short  or  absent ;  forewing,  vein  1  c.  present,  hindwing, 
vein  8  free  or  connected  to  cell  by  a  bar,  remote  from  7,  vein  1  c.  present. 
Larva  boring,  pupa  in  bore. 

These  are  medium-sized  to  large  moths,  with  long  narrow  wings  and 
a  long  abdomen,  usually  coloured  in  grey,  brown  or  dull  colours.  The 


Fig.  330-  Zeuzera  coffee.  [I.  M.  N.] 


antennae  are  bipectinate  in  the  males  or  in  both  sexes,  the  males  being 
usually  conspicuously  smaller  than  the  females.  The  larvae  are  found 
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boring  in  trees,  eating  large  tunnels  through,  the  wood.  They  are 
smooth  with  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet,  the  body  usually  with  chitinous 
dorsal  plates.  Some  emit  a  characteristic  and  unpleasant  odour. 
Pupation  takes  place  in  the  tunnel,  the  pupa  not  in  a  cocoon  ;  a  hole  is 
previously  made  to  the  outside  and  the  pupa  before  emergence  wriggles 
partly  out  of  the  bore,  the  moth  then  escaping  readily.  The  moths  are 
nocturnal  in  habit.  Practically  all  are  hill  forest  species  and  only 
rarely  -  found  in  the  plains.  Hampson  lists  twenty- three  species  as 
‘‘Indian.  ” 

Cossus  cadamhce ,  Mo.,  is  a  brown  insect  whose  larva  is  recorded  as 
boring  in  teak  in  Travancore.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  I,  p.  198.)  Buomitus 


Fig.  331— COSBUS  OADAMBJS.  [I.  M.  N.j 


leuconotm,  Wlk.,  is  a  large  black  and  white  moth  with  an  expanse  of  4 
to  5  inches  in  the  male  and  7  inches  in  the  female.  This  insect  occurs 
scattered  over  India,  usually  near  or  in  forest  areas.  B.  mineus ,  Cram., 
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is  smaller,  coloured  in  metallic  blue  and  yellow,  also  widely  scattered 
but  not  common. 

Azygophleps  scalaris,  Fabr.,  and  A.  pusilla ,  Wlk.,  are  found  rarely. 
The  former  is  found  boring  in  Sesbania  grandiflora  ( agathi )  and  S.  cegyp- 
tiaca  (Jainti)  in  Bengal  and  Madras.  The  moth  lays  a  large  mass  of 
eggs,  numbering  from  500  to  2,000,  between  and  on  the  leaflets,  cemented 
firmly  together.  The  caterpillars  on  hatching  let  themselves  down  by 
threads  and  are  blown  from  plant  to  plant  and  so  secure  a  wide  distri¬ 
bution  among  the  thickly  growing  plants.  A  single  caterpillar  tunnels 
from  the  growing  points  down  the  main  stem,  biting  holes  to  the  air  at 
intervals.  Larval  life  lasts  from  7  to  12  weeks,  the  full  grown  caterpillar 
being  white,  nearly  three  inches  long.  Pupation  takes  place  in  the 
tunnel  behind  silken  partitions,  and  the  moth  emerges  from  the  pupa 
after  it  has  pushed  its  way  through  these  and  through  the  thin 
epidermis  of  the  bark  which  alone  is  left  intact. 

Zeuzera  includes  the  red  Borer  of  the  coffee  plant,  Z.  coffece ,  Nietn. ; 
the  reddish  caterpillar  tunnels  in  the  stems  of  the  coffee  bush  and  is 
often  destructive  ;  it  is  also  found  in  Sandal  ( Santalum  album) ;  a  consi¬ 
derable  amount  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  insect  and  the  interested 
reader  may  consult  Bidie,  the  Ravages  of  the  Borer  (Madras,  1869). 

Lasiocampim;. 

Frenulum  absent ,  hindwing  with  vein  la.  reaching  the  tornus,  no  pre- 
costal  spur  to  vein  8,  which  is  curved  and  approximated  to  or  connected 
with  7,  or  anastomoses  with  it.  Forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  4  than 
6  ;  hindwing  with  vein  1  c.  absent.  Larva  with  downwardly  directed 
tufts  of  hair ,  pupa  in  cocoon  of  silk  and  hair. 

The  moths  cannot  be  recognised  on  superficial  characters  in  the  field  ; 
most  are  of  moderate  size,  thick  bodied,  of  light  colour,  cryptic  in  design. 
Their  resemblance  when  in  the  resting  attitude  to  a  leaf  is  sometimes  very 
marked  and  beautiful.  The  antennae  are  short  and  bipectinate,  the  palpi 
small  and  porrect.  The  legs  are  hairy  with  minute  spurs,  the  females 
usually  with  an  anal  tuft  of  hair.  Males  and  females  differ  in  little  but 
size,  colour  and  the  extent  of  pectination  of  the  antennae.  The  life- 
history  is  known  in  some  species  ;  the  eggs  are  laid  in  irregular  clusters 
and  covered  in  hair  ;  the  larvae  are  hairy  without  upright  tufts  but  with 
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PLATE  XLVL— Trabala  Vishnu. 
Castor  Hairy  Caterpillar. 

Fig.  1.  Eggs. 

,,  2.  Newly  hatched  larva. 

,,  3.  Half-grown  ,, 

,,  4.  Full-grown  ,, 

„  5.  Cocoon. 

”  |  Pupa. 

,,  8.  Male,  resting  attitude, 

,,  9.  Female,  ,, 
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long  tufts  projecting  in  front  and  short  tufts  laterally.  They  are  all  herbi¬ 
vorous  and  sometimes  destructive.  Pupation  takes  place  in  a  cocoon  of 
()  mingled  silk  and  hair,  usually  on 

the  soil  among  leaves,  etc.  So 
far  as  known,  hibernation  takes 
place  in  the  pupa  stage  and  the 
insects  breed  freely  in  the  rains. 

Over  fifty  Indian  species  are 
listed  by  Hampson  of  which  about 
six  are  to  be  found  commonly  in  the 
Fig.  332— Metanastria  hyrtaca.  Male,  plains.  Taragama  siva,  Lef.  (Plate 

XLI,  figs.  8-11),  is  a  handsome 
moth,  whose  larva  feeds  on  rose,  on  ber  ( Zizyphus  jujuha)  and  babul 
(. Acacia  arahica)  ;  it  is  greyish  brown  with  tufts  of  long  hair,  on  the 
thorax  are  tufts  of  short  dense  hair  which  open  to  display  a  band  of 
orange  and  bright  blue  hair.  The  cocoon  is  formed  on  a  twig  of  the 
plant.  Suana  concolor,  Wlk.,  is  recorded  as  feeding  on  Sal  ( Shorea 
robusta). 


Fig.  333— Metanastria  hyrtaca.  Female. 


The  larva  of  Metanastria  hyrtaca,  Cram.,  was  found  by  Forsayeth 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1884,  p.  407)  to  feed  upon  the  mohwa  tree 
(Bassia  latifolia).  It  has  been  reared  from  Albizzia  stipulata.  The  grey 
larva  is  clothed  in  black  hairs,  with  a  velvety  black  patch  on  the  rnesono- 
tum,  which  is  concealed  by  the  skin  except  when  the  larva  stretches 
out. 
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Trabala  vishnu,  Lef.,  is  a  widespread  insect,  the  grey  larva  feeding 
upon  Castor,  Jam  ( Eugenia  jambolana ),  Sal  and  the  country  almond 
(Terminalia  catappa ).  De  Niceville  reared  this  with  many  others  on  the 
last  in  Calcutta  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  V,  p.  107).  The  moths  are  large,  the 
female  larger  than  the  male  ;  at  rest  the  costal  edge  of  the  lower  wing 
projects  in  front  of  the  upper  wing  and  there  is  a  very  close  resemblance 
to  a  leaf  ;  the  female  is  yellow,  the  male  a  delicate  green.  (Plate  XLVI.) 

Estigena  pardalis,  Wlk.,  is  a  brown  moth,  with  a  very  close 
resemblance  when  at  rest  to  a  brown  leaf,  the  projecting  palpi  forming 
the  black  twig,  the  head  forewings  and  projecting  costal  part  of  the 
forewing  presenting  an  even  surface  entirely  concolourous  with  no 
projecting  edge  and  looking  like  a  leaf.  The  antennse  are  hidden 
and  the  whole  resemblance  is  extraordinarily  close.  (Plate  XLI,  fig. 
12.)  The  larva  is  a  long  grey  larva,  with  the  typical  lateral  tufts  and 
on  the  thorax  short  tufts  of  dense  black  hair.  It  is  found  in  the  early 
rains  and  the  moth  is  crepuscular. 

Limacodidje. 

Frenulum  present ;  hindwing  with  vein  8  anastomosing  with 
cell ,  distinct  from  7  :  vein  1  c.  present. 

The  common  members  of  this  family  have  a  characteristic  facies, 
with  a  rounded  forewing  and  a  somewhat  short  and  rounded  hindwing. 
The  palpi  are  short,  porrect  or  upturned,  the  antennae  commonly  pecti¬ 
nate  in  the  male,  the  body  rather  thickset  and  short.  Most  are  dull 
coloured  in  shades  of  dull  brown,  but  some  are  more  or  less  coloured  in 
bright  green. 

The  most  characteristic  features  of  the  family  are  found  in  the  im¬ 
mature  stages.  Eggs,  so  far  as  known,  are  flat  and  scale-like,  laid  in 
overlapping  rows.  The  larva  is  slug-like,  the  head,  legs  and  suckerfeet 
retractile,  the  ventral  surface  forming  a  peculiar  smooth  sucker-like 
attachment  along  which  the  larva  glides  as  a  slug  does.  There  are 
three  forms  of  larva  ;  in  one,  the  body  is  distinctly  segmented  above 
and  bears  spinous  tubercles,  the  spines  often  very  irritant  owing  to  the 
presence  of  formic  acid  ( Natada ,  Thosea,  Parasa,  Narosa ,  etc.)  ;  in  another, 
the  body  is  segmented  but  without  tubercles  ( Cania ,  Altha, 
etc.)  ;  in  the  third,  the  body  is  covered  above  in  a  thick  smooth  skin 
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without  visible  segmentation  (Behppa,  etc.).  The  last  includes  the  so- 
called  Gelatine  grubs,  ”  smooth  gelatinous  insects  of  a  dull  green 

colour  found  in  very 
moist  localities  in  the 
hills.  (Plate  XXVIII, 
fig.  14.)  The  commoner 
plains’  species  are  of  the 
first  type. 

Pupation  takes  place 
in  a  very  hard  round  or 
oval  cocoon,  which  opens 
at  one  end  in  a  distinct 
lid  for  the  emergence  of 
the  imago.  The  pupal 
period  is  commonly  long 
and  this  compact  cocoon 
is  a  protection  during 
the  period  of  hibernation. 
None  are  definite  pests  in 
the  plains  since  they 
occur  only  rarely ; 
Belippa  has  been  found 
to  injure  Cinchona  in 
the  Himalayas.  Hamp- 
Fi*  334— Thosea  carvin' a.  A.  13.  Larva,  C.  son  lists  25  genera  with 
Cocoon,  open.  D.  Male,  E.  Female. 

(I.  M.  n.)  nearly  one  hundred 

species  of  which  less  than 
ten  occur  within  our  limits ;  24  species  have  been  added  since  the 
Fauna  volume  was  issued. 


Altha  nivea ,  Wlk.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  upon  castor 
leaves  and  is,  though  rare,  widespread  on  this  plant  in  the  plains.  The 
white  moth  is  singularly  beautiful,  the  thorax  heavily  tufted  with 
upright  scales. 

Thosea  cana,  Wlk.,  is  a  dull  brown  moth,  whose  green  larva  feeds 
on  castor.  The  larva  has  a  double  row  of  tubercles  bearing  spines. 
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The  larva  of  T.  tripartita,  Mo.,  has  a  dorsal  and  a  lateral  series  of  blue  spots 
and  was  found  by  Forsayeth  to  feed  on  the  Palas  tree.  (T.  E.  S.  London, 


Fig-.  335— Natada  velutina,  larva.  (I.  M.  N.) 


1884,  p.  14.)  We  figure  the  larva  of  N atada  velutina,  Kolb,  which  feeds 
on  mango  and  has  extremely  irritant  spines.  The  moth  is  red-brown  with 
an  expanse  of  three  inches.  Miresa  albipuncta,  Herr. — Schaff,  has  a 
silvery  spot  on  the  forewing  ;  its  larva  was  found  by  Forsayeth  on  the 
Palas  tree  ( Butea  frondosa). 

Three  species  of  Parasa  are 
common  and  likely  to  be 
found  ;  all  have  green  occu¬ 
pying  the  middle  of  the 
wing,  with  more  or  less 
brown  on  the  body  and 
wings.  The  larva  of  Parasa 
lepida,  Cram. ,  feeds  on  castor 
and  mango ;  it  is  also 
recorded  as  having  been 

very  abundant  on  Asphal  ( Nephelium  longana)  in  Calcutta  (I.  M. 
N.,  IV,  p.  21),  and  de  Niceville  reared  it  on  the  country  almond 


Fig.  336— Parasa  lepida  larva. 
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(Terminalia  catappa).  It  pupates  in  very  compact  felted  cocoons  on  the 
trunks  of  trees  in  which  state  it  is  often  found  abundantly.  We  figure 
the  larva  of  Belippa  laleana,  Mo.  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  14),  a  gelatine 
grub,  in  which  the  outlines  of  the  segments  are  lost,  and  the  dorsutn 
consists  of  a  smooth  semi-transparent  mass  of  tough  tissue ;  the  beautiful 
tufted  red-brown  moth  is  found  in  the  plains  rarely. 

Neocastniid^:. 

No  proboscis  ;  hindwing  with  vein  8  free,  remote  from  7,  frenulum  pre¬ 
sent ,  l.c.  absent,  forewing  with  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 

A  single  moth,  found  in  Tenasserim,  is  the  sole  Indian  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  family.  Neocastnia  nicevillei,  Hampson,  is  described  in 
Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  Lond.,  1895,  p.  285,  as  also  in  Fauna  of  India,  Moths, 
Vol.  IV,  p.  471. 


MICROLEPXDOPTERA. 

The  characters  of  the  group  are  defined  above  on  page  432,  and  we 
have  there  stated  our  reasons  for  adopting  this  grouping.  Apart  from 
the  purely  structural  characters  of  the  group  as  shown  by  the  venation 
of  the  wings  of  the  imago,  there  are  other  characters  which  make  the 
group  at  least  a  useful  one  in  practice  if  not  also  a  logically  correct  one 
phylogenetically.  The  eggs  of  these  moths  are,  as  far  as  known,  different 
in  character  from  those  of  the  Rhopalocera,  and  from  the  majority  of  the 
Heterocera  ;  they  are  flattened,  often  scale-like  or  elongated,  with  the 
micropile  at  one  end  ;  they  are  not  ornamented  with  radial  ridges  and 
polar  points  but  are  often  reticulate  or  simply  smooth.  The  larva  has 
the  five  pairs  of  prolegs  equally  developed  as  a  rule,  the  hooks  on 
them  being  in  a  circle  and  not  set  in  two  opposed  lines ;  they  are 
smooth  cylindrical  larvse  with  few  short  hairs  and  of  the  form  known 
generally  as  “  Pyrali-form.”  They  live  commonly  in  concealment 
(except  Pterophoridce)  and  do  not  feed  openly  ;  where  they  are  leaf  eat¬ 
ers,  they  roll  the  leaf  or  hide  themselves  with  it  or  in  it  in  some  manner ; 
many  are  borers  in  soft  tissues,  and  if  we  exclude  the  large  borers  in  woody 
tissues,  the  majority  of  the  agriculturally  important  boring  caterpillars 
are  included  here. 
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Periods  of  rest  are  commonly  passed  in  a  resting  larval  condition 
and  not  in  the  pupal  condition  as  in  the  larger  moths  ;  pupation  takes 
place  in  concealment  in  a  covering  of  leaves,  hark  or  other  material 
with  a  small  quantity  of  silk  as  a  rule,  though  one  family  ( Pterophoridce ) 
pupate  openly  without  a  cocoon  and  another  ( Zygcenidce )  make  a  silk 
cocoon  in  the  open. 

The  imago  is  in  the  majority  of  cases  small  in  size  and  the  group  in¬ 
cludes  almost  all  the  small  moths  found  in  the  plains  ;  hut  size  in  itself 
is  no  criterion  in  this  case,  and  the  characters  enumerated  here  are 
supported  by  the  structural  distinctions  given  above. 

Zygjenim:. 

Hindwing  vein  8  connected  to  cell  by  a  bar  and  approximated  to  it  ; 
vein  1  c.  present.  Proboscis  present  (except  Phaudince)  ; 
middle  spurs  of  hind  tibice  very  short  or  absent. 

A  small  family  of  moths,  believed  to  have  been  derived  from  the 
Tineidce,  embracing  insects  of  very  divergent  appearance.  The  Zygce- 
ninoe,  are  small  moths,  resembling  the  Syntomidce ;  the  ChalcosUnce  are 
large,  the  antennse  bipectinate  to  the  tips,  often  with  a  resemblance  to 
butterflies ;  the  Phaudince  are  smaller,  without  mouthparts,  and  includ¬ 
ing  but  few  genera.  The  most  interesting  feature  of  these  moths  is  the 
very  marked  Batesian  mimicry  that  some  of  the  species  exhibit,  mimick¬ 
ing  protected  butterflies  ;  the  figures  illustrate  this  for  one  species  but  it 
occurs  in  several,  and  the  moth  collector  in  the  hills  where  these  moths 
occur  will  be  forcibly  struck  by  their  resemblance  to  insects  widely  re¬ 
moved  from  them  in  ancestry. 

So  far  as  known  the  species  are  almost  wholly  hill  or  forest  forms, 
not  occurring  in  the  plains.  Tasema  fuliginosa,  Mo.,  is  a  small  moth, 
dark  brown  and  black,  with  an  expanse  of  15 — 17  m.m.  found  in  Calcutta  ; 
Lophosoma  quadricolor,  Wlk.,  is  slightly  larger,  brown  shot  with  green, 
the  abdomen  cupreous  and  purple,  with  lateral  tufts  of  hair  on  the  apex, 
found  in  Bengal  and  Ganjam.  Campylotes  histrionicus ,  Westw.,  is  a  very 
vivid  hill  species,  which  on  being  handled,  emits  a  bubbling  frothy  liquid 
from  apertures  on  the  side  of  the  head,  as  does  the  grasshopper,  Aularch- 
es  miliaris,  this  being  protective  in  conjunction  with  the  warning  coloura¬ 
tion.  Thyrassia  subcordata ,  Wlk.,  resembles  a  Syntomid,  the  forewing 
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brown  with  hyaline  spots,  the  hindwing  orange  and  brown,  with  an 

expanse  of  one  inch.  We  figure  Isbarta imitans,  ButL,  with  the  butterfly 


Fig.  337— Danais  aglea  (above)  and  Isbarta  imitans.  Reduced 

it  mimics,  Danais  aglea.  Trypanophora  semihyalina,  Koll.,  is  figured 
in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  Yol.  V,  pi.  X,  from  specimens  reared  by  de 
Niceville  on  desi  badam  (Terminalia  catappa)  in  Calcutta.  The  species 
of  Heterusia  feed  upon  tea  in  subtropical  India  and  Ceylon  ;  an  account 
will  be  found  in  Bulletins,  Indian  Tea  Association,  1906,  No,  5,  and  Journ. 
Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XVIII,  p.  430. 
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Callidulim:. 

A  precostal  spur  to  vein  8  of  hindwing  which  is  curved  and  approxi¬ 
mated,  or  anastomosing  with ,  or  connected  to  7  by  a  bar. 
Vein  1  c.  absent.  Forewing  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 


These  are  day-flying  moths  of  medium  size  with  simple  antennae 
and  long  palpi ;  six  species  are  known  from  the  hills,  none  in  the 
plains. 


Drepanid#:. 

Hindwing,  vein  1  a  absent  or  reduced,  no  precostal  spur  to  vein 
8,  which  is  curved  and  anastomoses  with ,  or  approximated 
to,  7,  or  is  connected  by  a  bar  ;  vein  1  c.  absent. 

Forewing  vein  5  nearer  4  than  6. 

These  are  small  moths  of  slender  build  with  the  wing  apex  often 
produced  ;  the  wings  are  large,  the  palpi  slender  and  the  antennae  simple 
or  pectinate  in  the  male.  Nearly  all  are  hill  forms  and  are  not  met  with 
in  the  plains.  The  larva  is  bare,  the  anal  prolegs  absent,  the  body  ending 
in  a  long  process  and  having  humps  on  the  segments.  The  pupa  is  found 
in  a  cocoon  among  leaves.  (Hampson.)  The  Fauna  lists  65  species 
and  14  have  been  since  added  by  Warner,  Sw  inhoe  and  Dudgeon  from 
the  Himalayas  and  Khasis.  These  moths  are  found  almost  wholly  in 
subtropical  India,  only  one  being  known  to  breed  in  the  plains,  though 
others  are  very  occasionally  captured  near  forest  areas.  They  are  not 
uncommon  in  hill  forest  areas  and  are  one  of  the  families  so  character¬ 
istic  of  the  subtropial  zone  of  insect  life  in  India.  Phalacra  vidhisara, 
Wlk.,  is  a  small  reddish-brown  moth  whose  larva  feeds  on  the  toddy 
palm  (Phoenix  sylvestris).  It  is  a  broad  larva,  green  with  four  rows  of 
pink  processes  bearing  spines,  lying  on  four  green  ridges  which  are 
connected  by  cross  ridges  ;  between  these  are  purple  spots ;  the  head  is 
retractile.  The  larva  is  slow  and  inactive,  feeding  on  the  leaf.  This 
insect  occurs  rarely  in  the  moister  parts  of  India.  Or  eta  extensa,  Wlk., 
is  more  widely  spread,  a  brilliant  yellow  moth  with  the  forewing  drawn 
out  at  the  apex. 
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ThyRidxml 

Frenulum  present ,  hindwing  vein  la  reaching  torn  us,  no  p  recost  al  spur 
to  vein  8,  which  is  curved  and  approximated  to  or  anastomosed  with 
vein  7  or  connected  by  a  bar .  Vein  lc.  absent,  wing  vein  5  nearer  4 
than  6.  Moderate  sized  moths  accurately  distinguished  by  the  vena¬ 
tion  above.  The  palpi  are  upturned  and  slender ,  the  antennce  not 
pectinate . 

A  family  of  nearly  60  species  of  which  three  are  found  widely  dis¬ 
tributed  in  India,  the  remainder  known  only  from  a  few  localities  in  the 
hills.  The  life- histories  are  little  known,  the  larvae  known  having  five 
pairs  of  prolegs,  few  hairs  and  the  form  common  in  Pyralidce .  Rhode - 
neura  is  the  most  important' genus,  represented  by  R.  myrsusalis,  Wlk., 
R.  myrtcea ,  Dr.,  and  many  hill  forms.  Dysodia  ignita ,  Wlk.,  is  also  wide¬ 
spread,  the  larva  boring  in  wood. 

Pyralids. 

Hindwing  with  vein  8  anastomosing  with  or  approximated  to  vein  7, 
vein  lc.  present .  Slender  moths  with  long  thin  legs ,  with  labial  and 
maxillary  palpi  usually  well  developed ,  the  proboscis  present  or 
absent. 

A  large  family  of  moths  of  usually  moderate  to  small  size,  few  hav¬ 
ing  an  expanse  so  large  as  two  inches.  They  are  intermediate  in  size  be¬ 
tween  the  robust  Noctuids  and  the  minute  Tortricids  and  Tineids  ;  ac¬ 
tually  the  majority  of  the  smaller  moths  seen  in  the  field  are  Pyralids,  but 
there  is  no  means  of  definitely  ascertaining  this  save  by  working  out  the 
venation  and  the  student  will  confuse  smaller  Noctuids  and  the  large 
Tineids  with  Pyralids.  The  greater  number  of  the  smaller  moths  in  grass 
and  at  lights  are  Pyralids  and  the  family  is  a  very  extensive  one.  The 
colour  schemes  of  these  moths  are  extremely  diverse  and  are  not  of  the 
more  obviously  cryptic  or  warning  kind  of  larger  Lepidoptera.  To  those 
who  study  the  group  in  the  Museum,  the  colouring  presents  a  great 
variety  that,  subordinated  to  points  of  structure,  offers  reliable  specific 
distinctions.  Sexual  differences  are  expressed  in  the  structure  of  the 
wings,  palpi  or  antennae,  or  in  the  size  but  rarely  in  the  colour.  To  the 
field  naturalist,  the  colour  patterns  of  many  Pyralidce  are  inexplicable ; 
the  grey  forms,  such  as  many  of  the  Galleriince ,  appear  to  be  vaguely 
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cryptically  coloured,  or  at  any  rate,  inconspicuously  coloured.  The  grass 
moths  are  often  ‘‘dry  grass  coloured”  and  equally  inconspicuous,  but 
Scirpophaga,  for  instance,  is  white  and  very  conspicuous  by  day  in  its 
open  resting  position  on  a  green  leaf.  Many  Phycitince  are  grey,  or 
modestly  coloured  and  in  their  resting  attitude  blend  with  the  shadows 
of  the  cool  dark  places  in  which  they  rest.  Of  the  complex  patterns  of 
Nymphula ,  it  is  possibly  near  the  truth  to  say  that  the  minute  marking 
blends  with  their  surroundings  in  a  manner  we,  with  grosser  sight,  cannot 
appreciate.  Of  the  Pyraustinez,  with  their  variety  of  tints,  no  adequate 
explanation  is  possible.  There  is  almost  every  tint  of  white,  to  yellow, 
green,  brown,  orange  and  so  on,  the  colour  pattern  often  complex  and 
vivid,  often  a  blending  of  soft  tones  with  little  contrast. 

The  antennae  are  usually  simple,  the  males  with  ciliations  or  tufts, 
with  expanded  basal  joints  or  with  pectinations.  The  characters  of  the 
male  antennae  especially  are  of  value  in  discriminating  species.  The 
labial  palpi  are  usually  conspicuous,  porrect  or  upturned,  of  varying 
length  and  very  diverse  form ;  in  some  they  are  large,  and  densely  scaled, 
concealing  the  smaller  labial  palpi  that  lie  above  them ;  the  small  curled 
proboscis  is  not  conspicuous  and  is  frequently  absent.  The  thorax 
and  abdomen  are  typically  slender,  densely  scaled  ;  the  latter  may  be 
tufted  or  terminate  in  a  tuft  of  long  scales  in  the  males.  The  legs  are 
long,  with  distinct  spurs.  The  wings  arc  usually  slender,  without  long 
hair  fringes,  often  with  tufts  of  scales  in  the  males  ;  they  are  in  some 
sub-families  wrapped  round  the  body  in  repose,  in  others  placed  one 
over  the  other  flat  on  the  abdomen  as  in  the  Noctuids,  rarely  held 
out  from  the  body  as  in  the  Rhopalocera.  Males  and  females  are  com¬ 
monly  similar  in  appearance,  the  males  with  ciliations  of  the  antennse, 
dilated  palpi,  or  tufts  of  scales  on  the  wings,  legs  and  abdomen. 

The  life-history  is  uniform  in  general  character  throughout  the  group. 
The  eggs  are  flattened,  laid  singly  or  in  clusters  upon  the  foodplant  and 
are,  as  a  rule,  inconspicuous.  A  few  species  are  known  to  cover  them 
with  hairs  (Schcenobius ,  Scirpophaga).  The  larvae  are,  with  exceptions, 
of  one  general  type,  cylindrical,  tapering  evenly  to  head  and  tail,  the 
segments  distinct ;  a  prothoracic  shield  is  present  or  absent,  the  prolegs 
are  ten  in  number,  and  there  are  fine  hairs  set  on  flat  tubercles,  usually 
dark  in  colour.  Tufts  of  hair  and  protuberances  do  not  occur.  In 
general  the  larvae  live  in  concealment,  either  boring  in  stems  or  fruits,  living 
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below  ground  amongst  decaying  leaves  or  in  bark,  or  rolling  leaves  as 
shelters.  Some  of  the  Hydrocampince  are  aquatic,  whilst  a  few  species 
are  household  pests  or  live  in  bee-hives.  A  character  the  larvae  share 
with  the  Tineidce  is  that  the  suckerfeet  have  the  hooks  in  a  circle,  whereas 
those  of  the  Noctuidce  and  other  M acrolepidoptercc  are  in  two  opposed 
series  on  the  suckerfeet.  The  pupa  is  hidden,  in  a  cocoon  or  in  a  shelter. 
It  is  commonly  chestnut  brown  with  some  segments  of  the  abdomen 
movable.  In  most  known  species,  the  life-history  is  short,  the  larva 
developing  rapidly,  the  period  of  pupation  shoit  in  the  hot  weather  or 
rains.  Hibernation  or  an  equivalent  period  of  rest  occurs  in  all  but  those 
whose  food  supply  is  always  available,  and  this  is  frequently  spent  in  a 
resting  larval  condition  as  in  most  microlepidoptera. 

In  general,  this  period  of  rest  appears  to  depend  upon  climatic  con¬ 
ditions  and  food  supply,  varying  with  individual  species.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  appear  as  larvae  in  the  rains  and  until  October,  when  they  disappear 
again.  The  cold  weather  is  passed  in  all  stages,  most  generally  in  the 
resting  larva,  rarely  the  pupa,  state.  Many  emerge  as  imagines  in  March 
or  April  and  breed  if  food  is  available,  if  not,  living  over  until  the  rains. 
The  question  is  too  big  to  be  adequately  discussed  here  and  the  simplest 
general  view  is  that  each  species  breeds  when  climatic  conditions  permit 
of  food  supply  and  that  in  most,  this  occurs  only  in  the  rains  and  imme¬ 
diately  after.  The  collector  will  find  his  specimens  most  abundant  in 
March,  April,  June,  August  and  October.  Practically  all  species  pro¬ 
bably  fall  roughly  into  five  groups  :  (1)  those  that  are  to  be  found  in 
their  foodplant  throughout  the  year,  with  a  period  of  hibernation  varying 
with  the  locality  and  temperature  (e.g.,  Chilo  simplex,  Euzophera  perti- 
cella,  Scirpophaga) ;  (2)  those  that  do  not  hibernate  in  their  foodplant 
but  are  found  breeding  from  April  to  November,  hibernating  in  the  soil 
or  in  shelter  {e.g.,  Sylepta,  Phycita) ;  (3)  those  that  appear  and  breed 
only  in  the  rains  (e.g.,  Marasmia,  Pachyzancla,  Antigastra) ;  (4)  those 
that  appear  in  the  hot  weather  and  hibernate  in  the  rains  (Anerastia)  ; 
(5)  others,  whose  development  is  dependent  wholly  upon  the  fruiting 
of  trees,  etc.,  and  which  are  found  once,  twice  or  often  in  the  year  with 
periods  of  waiting  between  as  larva  or  imago  (Etizophera  punicceella, 
H eterographis  bengalella).  There  are  then  such  household  species  as 
Ephestia,  whose  broods  are  continuous  throughout  the  year,  due  to 
abundant  food. 
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Many  species  are  nocturnal,  coming  out  in  the  dusk  to  fly  actively 
and  to  mate.  During  the  day  they  remain  concealed  in  shady  moist 
places.  Some  are  found  resting  in  exposed  situations  during  the  day, 
the  white  Scir'po'phaga  auriflua  being  commonly  seen  on  rice  or  cane 
leaves  and  others  on  bark,  on  walls,  etc.  Many  are  attracted  to  light 
and  numbers  come  into  houses  at  night. 

The  eggs  of  such  Pyralidce  as  are  known,  have  been  found  to  contain 
egg  parasites  of  the  family  Chalcidce.  These  parasites  are  an  important 
check  upon  the  destructive  species  which  lay  eggs  in  clusters  in  the  open. 
The  larvae  are  attacked  by  parasitic  Hymenoptera  and,  more  rarely, 
Tachinidce ,  as  are  other  caterpillars,  and  every  abundant  species  has  its 
parasites.  Predaceous  and  stinging  Hymenoptera  also  prey  upon  the 
larvae,  feeding  upon  them  or  laying  them  up  for  their  young.  Carabid 
larvae  feed  upon  such  species  as  live  exposed  and  other  predaceous  insects 
probably  destroy  large  numbers  of  the  more  hidden  caterpillars.  The 
moths  are  preyed  upon  by  dusk  and  night-flying  bats  principally. 

This  family  is,  with  the  Noctuidce,  the  most  destructive  to  crops 
and  stored  products.  A  large  number  of  species  feed  upon  cultivated 
plants  and  several  upon  grain,  flour,  etc.  The  destruction  is  caused 
wholly  in  the  larval  stage,  some  of  the  widely  spread  species  being  res¬ 
ponsible  for  much  loss  in  Indian  Agriculture.  Almost  all  the  destructive 
boring  caterpillars  fall  into  this  group  ;  the  moth-borers  of  cane,  the 
stem-borers  of  brinjal,  the  borers  of  pulses,  castor  seeds,  .til  capsules, 
brinjal  fruits,  pomegranate  fruits,  the  leaf-rollers  of  cotton,  rice,  maize, 
being  the  best  known  examples  of  injurious  species  in  India 

A  great  deal  remains  to  be  learnt  of  Indian  species ;  two  of  the  com¬ 
mon  borers  of  cane  in  Behar  were  described  only  after  they  had  been 
reared  from  the  caterpillars,  and  there  are  many  undescribed  species  to 
be  found  in  the  plains.  The  life-histories  of  few  are  known  and  these 
are  the  species  that  are  most  readily  found  as  caterpillars.  There  are 
many  species  that  live  as  larvae  among  roots  of  plants,  in  grass-stems, 
in  bark,  on  wild  plants,  which  remain  to  be  worked  out.  To  the  student 
of  life-histories  there  is  ample  room  for  work  and  the  systematic  collect¬ 
ing  and  rearing  of  Pyralid  caterpillars  would  yield  much  that  is  new  and 
probably  throw  much  light  on  the  bionomics  of  this  group. 

The  moths  are  classified  upon  characters  derived  from  the  venation, 
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the  presence  and  form  of  the  maxillary  palpi,  the  form  of  the  labial  p  alpi. 
The  species  are  largely  distinguished  by  the  male  characters,  which  in¬ 
clude  tufts  of  hair  on  the  wings  and  anal  segment,  the  form  of  the  an¬ 
tennae,  the  form  of  the  palpi.  For  such  characters  and  for  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Indian  species,  Hamp son's  Moths  of  India,  Yol.  IY,  should  be 
consulted,  but  the  actual  identification  of  species  from  such  a  volume  is  a 
matter  of  very  careful  study  and,  until  some  experience  is  gained,  is 
not  an  easy  matter.  We  may  add  that  the  family  requires  very  careful 
study,  and  revision,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  when  more  material  is  avail¬ 
able,  this  will  be  done.  Volume  IV  of  the  Fauna  of  India  contains  des¬ 
criptions  of  1,130  species  from  India,  Burmah  and  Ceylon  and  Hampson 
has  since  added  over  300  species  from  India  (Jo urn.,  Bombay  Nat.  Hist. 
Soc XII,  XV,  XVIII).  The  student  of  this  group  should  see  Waring 
and  Swinhoe’s  articles  on  the  Khasi  Species  in  A.  N.  H.,  Ser.  VI, 
Vols.  16,  17,  18. 

Galleriinoe. — A  small  sub-family  distinguished  by  the  venation  and 
filiform  maxillary  palpi.  The  known  larvae  live  in  concealment  and 
produce  much  silk  in  the  form  of  webbing  and  cocoons.  Trachylepidia 
fructicassiella,  Rag.,  is  one  of  several  moths  which  may  be  reared  from 
the  pods  of  Amaltas  ( Cassia  fistula).  The  female,  which  is  larger  than 
the  male,  has  far  larger  palpi.  The  species  is  widespread  in  India,  where 
its  foodplant  grows ;  there  are  probably  two  broods  yearly  at  least,  a 
distinct  one  being  known  in  November  to  March,  another  in  September, 
but  this  depends  upon  the  fruiting  of  the  foodplant.  Achroia  grisella, 
Fabr.,  is  bred  from  bee-hives,  the  larva  feeding  on  the  wax.  Lamoria, 
anella,  Schiff.,  has  been  bred  from  larvae  found  among  fallen  leaves  of 
indigo  ;  the  larvae  were  black  at  first,  becoming  sordid  white  later ; 
pupation  took  place  in  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  leaves,  the  pupa  remaining 
torpid  through  the  cold  weather  and  only  emerging  in  March  as  a  moth. 
Acara  morosella,  Wlk.,  is  worth  mention,  though  a  hill  species,  on 
account  of  its  size,  the  wings  having  an  expanse  of  2  to  3J  inches. 

Galleria  mellonella,  Linn.,  feeds  also  in  bee -hives  ;  the  larva  burrows 
in  the  wax  and  produces  long  tunnels  of  silk  in  which  it  lives  ;  it  utilises 
this  silk  also  for  firmly  fixing  the  combs  and  produces  great  quantities 
in  a  very  short  time  ;  the  moth  is  larger  than  that  of  Achroia  grisella,  the 
inner  area  of  the  forewings  in  repose  forming  a  flat  triangle  from  which 
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the  wings  slope  on  each  side  ;  this  inner  area  is  ochreous,  the  outer  grey 
irrorated  with  purplish  and  fuscous  ;  the  larva  is  of  the  typical  form 
and  dirty  white  colour,  pupating  in  a  tough  cocoon  of  white  silk. 


Fig.  333—  Webbing  produced  by  larvje  of  galleria  mellonella. 


Stenachroia  elongella,  Hmpsn.,  is  found  abundantly  on  occasion, 
the  larvae  webbing  up  the  ears  of  Sorghum  ( Andropogon  sorghum)  and 
Marua  ( Eleiisine  coracana)  and  destroying  grain;  they  also  bore  in  the 
stems.  The  attacked  ears  become  deep  purple-black  from  the  excrement 
entangled  in  the  webbing  and  the  decayed  grains.  The  moth  is  dry-grass 
colour  with  long  narrow  wings  and  superficially  like  the  cane-borers  of 
the  genus  Chilo. 

Crambince.  Grass  moths. 

Moths  of  moderate  or  small  size,  with  porrect  labial  palpi,  and  tri¬ 
angularly  scaled  maxillary  palpi.  The  larvae  so  far  as  known,  live  on  or 
in  the  stems  and  roots  of  grasses.  Cramhus  is  the  large  genus  embrac¬ 
ing  many  species.  Cramhus  corticellus,  Hmpsn.,  is  a  common  brownish 
moth,  found  at  light.  None  of  the  genus  seem  to  have  been  reared  in 
India,  but  they  will  probably  be  found  to  have  the  habits  of  what  are 
called  Sod  Web  Worms  ”  in  America,  i.e.,  to  live  in  the  soil  at  the 
roots  of  grasses,  much  as  Polyocha  saccharella  does. 

Chilo  simplex,  Butl.  (Plate  XLVII,  figs.  1,  4,  15,  16),  is  a  widespread 
species  in  India,  abundant  in  cultivated  cane,  juar,  bajra  and  maize. 
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The  life-history  has  been  fully  described  in  the  Agricultural  Journal  oj 
India ,  Vol  I,  p.  97,  1906,  and  III,  p.  104,  1908.  This  species  ranges 
over  the  whole  of  the  plains  from  the  extreme  north  to  the  extreme 
south ;  with  it  is  Chilo  auricilia,  Ddgn. ,  a  species  described  from  Behar, 
and  found  also  in  other  localities  in  Bengal  and  Madras.  The 
character  of  the  male  antennse,  the  metallic  markings  on  the  forewing 
and  the  white  edges  to  the  marginal  black  spots  distinguish  this 
species,  whose  life-history  is  apparently  identical  with  that  of  C. 
simplex.  The  genus  requires  revision. 

One  of  the  commonest  moths  of  the  plains  is  a  small  dry-grass 
coloured  one,  with  silvery  fasciae  and  black  streaks  on  the  wing,  which 
comes  readily  to  light.  This  is  Ancylolomia  chrysographella,  Zell., 
whose  larva  lives  in  rolled  rice  and  grass  leaves.  The  larva  of  A. 
locupletella,  Kolb,  is  said  to  bore  in  the  stems  of  Spinifex  squarrosa. 

Schcenohiince. — A  small  sub-family  in  which  the  proboscis  is  minute 
or  absent,  the  palpi  usually  porrect.  The  larvae  bore  in  the  stems  of 
grasses.  Scirpophaga  auriflua,  Zell.  (Plate  XLVII,  figs.  2,  5,  10,  14, 

17),  with  its  variety  intacta,  Snell,  and 
S.  monostigma,  Zell,  are  borers  in  munj 
grass  (Saccharum  ciliare),  which  also 
attack  cultivated  sugarcane.  The  eggs 
are  laid  in  clusters  covered  by  the  hair 
from  the  anal  tuft  of  the  moth.  The 
larval  habits  are  peculiar,  the  cater¬ 
pillar  always  tunnelling  down  through 
the  apical  bud  and  when  full  fed, 
making  cross  partitions  across  the 
tunnel  before  pupation.  The  life-his¬ 
tory  is  described  in  Indian  Insect 
Pests  (p.  130),  and  Agric.  Journ., 
India,  III,  No.  2.  The  different  species 
are  readily  distinguished.  S.  auriflua 
is  white  with  a  buff  anal  tuft  in  the 
female  ;  its  variety  intacta  has  the  anal 
Fig.  339— Schcenobius  bifunc-  tuft  red  outside ;  S.  monostigma  has  a 
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Schcenobius  bipunctifer,  Wlk.,  is  a  moth  of  similar  appearance,  but 
the  female  of  a  dull  ochreous  yellow  colour  with  a  single  black  spot  on 
each  forewing,  the  male  brownish  ochreous  and  smaller.  It  is  a  very 
common  insect  in  the  plains  and  comes  readily  to  light.  The  eggs  are 
also  laid  in  hair-covered  masses.  The  white  larva  has  been  reared  from 
the  stems  of  rice  in  Bengal  and  Madras.  Probably  it  breeds  also  in  other 
grasses  as  it  is  often  abundant.  A  'full  account  is  being  published 
elsewhere. 

CirrJiochrista  brizoalis ,  Wlk.,  was  reared  from  small  greyish  cater¬ 
pillars  found  under  the  bark  of  a  forest  tree  ;  the  full-grown  larvse  pupat¬ 
ed  between  two  pieces  of  bark  bound  together  with  silk.  The  moth  is 
white  with  a  fulvous  (red-brown)  edge  to  the  forewing. 

Anerastiince . — A  small  sub-family,  distinguished  by  the  venation;  the 
larvae  feed  on  grass  roots  below  the  surface  of  the  soil  or  bore  in  grass 
stems.  Anerastia  ablutella,  Zell.  (Plate  XL VII,  figs.  8,  11),  was  reared 
from  sugarcane  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  in  Behar  ;  the  larva  is  light  green  and 
is  active  only  for  a  short  time  in  the  year,  hibernating  from  May  to 
February  (See  Agric.  Journ.  India,  III,  No.  2). 

Polyocha  saccharella,  Ddgn.  (Plate  XL VII,  figs.  7,  12,  19),  was  also 
described  from  specimens  reared  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  from  cane.  The 
larva  is  white  and  bores  in  the  cane  below  ground  (Agric.  Journ.,  India, 
III,  No.  2).  Polyocha  cinerella,  Hmpsn.,  was  reared  from  larvae  boring 
in  the  fleshy  tissues  of  Sip  (Euphorbia  neriifolia.) 

Phycitincp. — The  proboscis  well  developed,  the  moths  commonly 
with  narrow  wings,  rolled  tightly  round  the  body  when  at  rest.  With 
some  of  the  last  sub-family  these  constitute  the  so-called  £  ‘  Knot  horns  ”, 
the  male  antennae  being  often  dilated  near,  the  base.  The  larvae  are 
often  borers  in  plants. 

Ephestia  is  familiar  throughout  the  world,  the  larvae  of  some  being 
injurious  to  stored  flour  and  the  like.  E.  cahiritella ,  Zell.,  and  E.  cautella , 
Wlk.,  feed  in  rice  and  in  wheat  flour  in  India,  the  larvae  producing  abun¬ 
dant  silk  with  which  they  form  galleries  of  webbing  in  and  on  their  food. 
They  represent  the  notorious  Mediterranean  flour  moth,  E,  kuhniella , 
which  is  so  destructive  in  America.  The  larva  of  E.  cautella,  Wlk.,  is 
recorded  by  Zehntner  as  feeding  on  a  scale  insect  (Ceratovacuna)  in 
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PLATE  XLVIL— Cane  Pyralids. 
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Eggs  of  Chilo  simplex. 

Eggs  of  Scirpophaga  auriflua. 
Scirpophaga  monostigma, 

Chilo  simplex. 

Scirpophaga  auriflua. 

Nonagria  uniformis. 

Polyocha  saccharella. 

Anerastia  ablutella.  • 

Nonagria  uniformis. 

Scirpophaga  auriflua,  var.  intacta. 
Larva  of  Anerastia  ablutella. 

,,  Polyocha  saccharella. 

,,  Nonagria  uniformis. 

,,  Scirpophaga  auriflua. 

,,  Chilo  simplex. 

Pupa  of  Chilo  simplex. 

,,  Scirpophaga  auriflua. 

,,  Nonagria  uniformis. 

,,  Polyocha  saccharella. 


(Reprinted  from  Agricultural  Journal  of  India,  Yol.  Ill,  pi.  XX.) 
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Java  (this  may  prove  to  be  a  distinct  species).  We  have  reared  it 
also  from  tamarind  seeds  and  it  probably  has  a  great  variety  of  foods. 


Fi^-.  310— Ephestia  cahiritella. 


The  custard  apple  ( Anona  squamosa )  fruit  is  tunnelled  by  the  larva  of 
Heterogr aphis  hengalella,  Kag.,  and  where  this  fruit  is  grown,  the  moth 
can  be  readily  reared.  This  pest  was  described  from  Calcutta  speci- 
mens  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  III,  p.  107). 

The  life- histories  of  three  species  of  Euzophera  are  known  in  India. 
E.  perticella ,  Eag.  (Plate  XLVIII),  is  a  widespread  pest  of  the  cultivated 
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brinjal  (Solarium  melongena )  in  the  plains  throughout  India,  the  most 
destructive  of  the  pests  of  this  crop.  The  distinct  dentate  black  line  on 
the  forewing  enables  this  species  to  be  recognised.  E.  punicceella ,  Mo., 
is  described  as  boring  in  the  fruits  of  the  pomegranate  in  Baluchistan 
(Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  II,  p.  28).  It  does  not  seem  to  be  known  from  further 
East.  E.  cedrella,  Hmpsn.,  has  been  reared  from  the  cones  of  deodar 
( Cedrus  libani)  in  Kulu  (Hampson,  J.  Bo.  N.  Hist.  Soc.,  XV,  24). 

Microthrix  inconspicuella ,  Rag.,  was  reared  from  cane  by  Mr.  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  but  is  rare  and  is  not  commonly  found.  N ephopteryx  is  a  large 
genus,  whose  larvae  usually  feed  on  leaves  ;  N.  eugraphella,  Rag.,  feeds 
on  the  Bukal  tree  (Mimusops  elengi).  N.  semirubella,  Scop.,  has  been 
reared  from  maize  leaf  and  is  stated  to  feed  on  other  plants.  The  moth 
has  the  costal  half  of  the  wing  whitish,  a  colouring  which  occurs  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Pyralids.  N.  paurosema ,  Meyr.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae  bor¬ 
ing  in  the  pods  of  Chakaur  ( Cassia  tor  a)  and  appears  to  be  common  in 
the  plains.  Epicrocis  contains  two  species  extremely  common  in  long 
grass  in  the  plains  in  October,  both  small  brown  moths,  with  pink 
suffusion.  E.  cegnusalis,  Wlk.,  has  the  hindwing  ochreous,  E.  lateritialis , 
Wlk.,  has  it  fuscous  and  has  a  whitish  fascia  along  the  costa.  Hypsipyla 
(Magiria)  robusta,  Mo.,  is  the  species  whose  caterpillar  bores  the  shoots 
of  Toon  (Cedrela  toona)  in  the  Punjab  ;  the  damage  is  extremely 
characteristic,  each  shoot  dying  back  from  the  tip  and  the  pest  is  a 
serious  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  this  shade  tree  in  some  places.  An 
account  with  figures  will  be  found  in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  Vol.  I,  p.  35  ; 
a  fuller  one  in  Vol.  V,  p.  104.  It  also  bores  in  Mahogany  and  is 
recorded  as  destroying  young  plants  (loc.  cit.  I,  p.  66). 

Another  pest  is  the  cotton  bud  moth,  Phycita  infusella,  Meyr.,  widely 
spread  over  India  and  fully  described  in  Indian  Insect  Pests  (page  99). 
P.  clientella ,  Zell.,  is  the  common  and  widespread  leaf  roller  of  the  brinjal 
plant  and  of  wild  Solarium.  P .  dentilinella ,  Hmpsn.,  was  reared  from 
larvae  feeding  on  cocoons  of  Cricula  trifenestrata  brought  from  Com- 
milla  and  the  larvae  fed  freely  on  the  dried  moths.  They  appear  to 
be  feeders  on  dry  chitin,  etc.  This  genus  is  a  large  and  important  one, 
the  males  with  a  great  variety  of  modifications  of  palpi  and  antennae,  as 
is  also  the  case  in  N ephopteryx.  Careful  collecting  and  breeding  will 
probably  show  that  there  are  many  widespread  and  common  plains 
species  breeding  in  wild  plants. 
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PLATE  XLVIII. — Euzophera  Perticella. 
Brinjal  Stem  Borer. 

1 .  Larva. 

2.  Bored  stem  of  egg-plant  ( Solarium  melongena ),  cut  open. 

3.  The  same  as  seen  from  outside. 

4.  Pupa. 

5  Imago. 


brinjal  stem  borer. 
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Etiella  is  represented  by  E.  zinckenella,  Treitschke.  It  is  a  common 
pest  of  cold  weather  pulses,  and  of  sann  hemp  (Crotalaria),  the  bright, 
red  or  green  larva  feeding  in  the  pods  ;  the  little  moth  is  grey,  the  costa 
white-edged,  the  forewing  with  a  transverse  ridge  of  raised  scales  near 
the  base.  It  is  often  extremely  abundant  and  does  a  considerable  amount 
of  damage  to  many  varieties  of  pulse. 

Epipaschiince. — A  small  sub -family  including  seven  genera  of  moths 
approximating  in  appearance  to  the  Bombycine  type.  The  larvae  live  in 
colonies  and  form  social  cocoons.  No  species  appear  to  be  common  in 
the  plains. 

Chrysaugince. — A  neotropical  sub -family  with  two  genera  recorded 
in  India,  not  found  in  the  plains. 

Endotrichince. — Slender  moths,  forming  nine  Indian  genera,  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  venation,  not  occurring  in  tropical  India. 

Pyralince. — A  sub-family  of  thirty  genera,  recorded  almost  wholly 
from  hill  localities.  The  character  of  the  venation  serves  to  distinguish 
the  group,  while  the  structure  of  the  palpi,  maxillary  palpi  and  wings 
must  be  compared  for  the  identification  of  genera.  Pyraiis  includes  the 
pretty  moth,  Pyraiis  farinalis ,  Linn.,  found  commonly  on  walls  of  houses, 
whose  larva  feeds  in  oatmeal,  potatoes  and  similar  vegetable  substances 
and  is  a  cosmopolitan  household  pest.  Hypsopygia  mauritialis,  Boisd., 
was  reared  from  a  caterpillar  found  at  the  roots  of  a  Sissu  tree  ( Dalbergia 
sissu ;  Plate  XLII,  figs.  5,  6).  It  has  since  been  found  to  live  as  a  larva 
in  the  nests  of  Polistes  hebrceus,  feeding  on  the  wax  and  destroying  the 
larvae  and  pupae. 

Hydrocampince. — Slender  moths,  with  long  legs  ;  many  species  are 
common  in  the  plains,  and  over  thirty  genera  are  recorded.  Many  more 
remain  to  be  described.  The  larvae  of  some  are  aquatic,  living  actually 
in  water  and  breathing  by  means  of  gills  or  at  the  surface  and  breathing 
air  directly. 

Nymphula  is  universally  distributed  and  common  in  India.  The 
known  larvae  are  aquatic,  the  body  having  tubular  gills,  with  tracheal 
tubes  in  them,  air  being  apparently  obtained  by  transpiration  through 
the  thin  gill-walls,  and  spiracles,  though  present,  being  closed  and  func¬ 
tionless.  N.  depunctalis,  Guen.  (Plate  XLIX),  is  a  common  species, 
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destructive  to  rice  ;  the  larva  rolls  a  leaf  and  lives  within,  being  able 
to  live  in  water  or  air  ;  the  moth  is  white,  speckled  with  black  and  buff. 
Wood-Mason  describes  the  larva  and  pupa  of  a  species  which  Hampson 
thought  might  be  N.  fluctuosalis,  Zell.,  under  the  name  Paraponyx  ory- 
zalis,  W.  M.  (Rice  Pest  of  Burma,  Calcutta,  1885),  but  this  is  likely  to  be 
the  above  species,  which  is  known  from  practically  all  rice  tracts  in  India. 
Other  species  live  upon  aquatic  plants  in  tanks  and  rivers,  the  moths 
commonly  found  at  light  and  in  grass.  N.  affinialis ,  Guen.,  is  found 
commonly  in  rivers,  feeding  on  aquatic  plants. 

Scopariince. — Three  genera  of  small  moths  whose  larvae  “  feed  on 
mosses  and  lichens,  and  the  imagos  rest  on  rocks  and  trees”  (Hampson). 
All  recorded  are  hill  species. 

Pyraustince. — A  very  large  assemblage  of  moths  with  over  90  genera 
and  500  species  in  India.  The  larvae  are  often  leaf  rollers,  a  few  living 
exposed  or  boring  in  plants.  Many  can  be  readily  reared  on  their  com¬ 
mon  foodplants  or  can  be  captured  in  the  plains,  and  this  sub-family 
includes  the  larger  number  of  Pyralids,  the  student  will  commonly  find 
or  rear.  Only  the  more  common  species  whose  larvae  will  be  found,  can 
be  noticed  in  this  place.  Zinckenia  fasciaiis,  Cram.,  is  deep  brown  with 
white  markings.  The  larva  is  green,  with  white  lines  and  with  black 
crescents  on  the  thorax  below  the  lateral  line.  The  leaves  of  cultivated 
Amaranthus  are  commonly  webbed  up  by  this  larva,  which  can  be  found 
in  almost  any  garden  during  the  warmer  months ;  the  moth  is  common 
on  plants  and  comes  to  light.  There  are  other  foodplants  such  as  beet¬ 
root,  maize  and  other  garden  plants. 

A  common  moth  in  moist  localities  is  the  little  dusky-fringed  buff- 
coloured  Cnaphcdocrocis  medinalis ,  Guen.  The  larva  lives  on  the  leaf 
of  rice  and  some  grasses,  folding  over  the  edge  of  the  leaf  and  fastening 
it  with  a  few  silk  strands ;  it  is  an  occasional  pest  of  rice  and  widespread 
over  the  plains.  The  male  is  conspicuous  by  the  erect  tufts  on  the  upper 
surface  of  the  forewing.  Marasmia  trapezalis,  Guen.,  behaves  very  simi¬ 
larly  on  maize,  juar  and  bajra  during  the  rains.  (Indian  Insect  Pests, 
p.  138.)  It  folds  over  the  edge  of  the  leaf  and  lives  in  the  fold,  emerging 
to  eat  the  epidermis  outside.  It  is  a  pest  only  to  small  plots  of  maize 
and  is  not  sufficiently  abundant,  being  checked  by  parasites,  to  do  any 
harm  to  large  areas  of  crops. 
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PLATE  XLIX. — Nymphula  Depunctalis. 

Fig,  1.  Full-grown  larva. 

,,  2.  Pupa,  removed  from  the  cocoon. 

,,  3.  ,,  in  cocoon,  but  with  the  silk  cut  to  show  the  pupa  inside. 

,,  4.  Moth,  in  resting  attitude. 

,,  5.  Rice  plants,  showing  damage  and  the  larvae  feeding. 

”  \  Cocoons  on  the  stems. 


7.1 


9  y  Larvae  in  leaf-cases  on  the  water. 
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Syngamia  includes  three  small  yellow-red  moths  common  in  the 
plains.  S.  abruptaiis,  Wlk.,  has  been  reared  from  leaf-rolling  caterpillars 
on  tulsi  (Ocimum  sanctum).  Bocchoris  includes  several  species  of  wide 
distribution.  The  fact  that  some  number  of  these  fragile  moths  should 
be  common  to  such  wide  areas,  including  the  tropics  of  both  hemispheres, 
is  striking,  and  one  may  wonder  how  they  spread  so  widely.  Caprinia 
conchylalis,  Guen.,  is  a  larger  moth,  pure  white  with  the  forewing  edged 
with  a  costal  brown  band,  the  male  with  a  black  anal  tuft.  The  whole 
appearance  is  much  like  Glyphodes  perspectalis ,  Wlk.,  which  is  slightly 
smaller.  The  larva  in  Ceylon  feeds  upon  the  leaf  of  Kicksia  (Green),  and 
on  Holarrhena  antidysenterica  (Grote). 

Filodes  fulvidorsalis,  Hubn.,  is  a  brightly  coloured  insect  with  dull 
brown  wings  variegated  with  orange.  The  antennae  are  long,  the  abdomen 
long  with  lateral  tufts.  The  larva  is  olive  green,  with  black  spots  and 
white  bands,  feeding  upon  Thunbergia.  Nevrina  procopia,  Cram.,  is  a 
striking  moth,  the  base  of  the  wings  orange,  the  outer  half  dull  purple 
with  white  veins.  Dichocrocis  punctiferalis ,  Guen.  (Plate  L),  is  a  bright- 
yellow  black-speckled  moth,  whose  larva  destroys  the  stems  and  seeds  of 
the  castor  plant,  boring  in  them.  It  is  common  throughout  the  year 
and  may  be  so  abundant  as  to  cause  much  damage.  It  also  feeds  on 
kaikar  ( Garuga  pinnata)  fruits  in  Poona,  on  Cacao  in  Ceylon  (Green), 
and  in  mango  flowers  in  Nagpur. 

Nacoleia  diemenalis,  Guen.,  has  been  reared  in  Pusa  from  leaf -rolling 
caterpillars  on  Urid  ( Phaseolus  mungo).  N.  vulgalis,  Guen.,  is  very  com¬ 
mon  on  pulses  during  the  rains,  the  larva  rolling  the  leaves  and  being 
destructive  to  young  plants.  Its  foodplants  include  Lucerne,  soy  bean 
and  Phaseolus  radiatus.  Botyodes  asialis,  Guen.,  is  a  larger  orange  moth, 
with  some  clouded  markings,  and  the  male  with  a  black  anal  tuft,  whose 
larva  is  found  on  the  leaves  of  Ficus.  The  larva  is  olive  green  with  black 
spots.  Sylepta  is  a  large  genus  of  many  species,  the  larvae  being  leaf -roll¬ 
ers  and  feeding  upon  wild  and  cultivated  plants.  S.  derogata,  F.  (multi- 
linealis ,  Guen.),  is  the  most  common,  the  green  larva  rolling  the  leaves 
of  cotton,  bhindi,  hollyhock  and  other  malvaceous  plants.  This  has  a 
wide  distribution  and  is  a  pest  in  Africa  as  well  as  India.  (See  Mem. 
Agric.  Dept.,  Yol.  II,  No.  6.)  S.  lunalis,  Guen.,  feeds  on  the  leaf  of  the 
grape  vine  ;  the  moth  is  a  dull  fuscous  with  faint  darker  markings. 
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Lygropia  includes  several  orange  moths  with  dull  markings  common 
throughout  India.  L.  quaternalis,  Zell,,  has  been  reared  from  bariar 
(Sida  rhombi  folia).  Agathodes  ostentalis,  Hubn.,  is  a  pretty  pale  green¬ 
ish  moth  with  a  pink  fascia  on  the  forewing,  whose  larva  has  been  found 
feeding  on  the  Pangra  tree  (Erythrina  indica )  in  Calcutta.  (Indian 
Mus.  Notes,  Yol.  Y,  p.  129.) 

Amongst  the  largest  genera  is  Glyphodes ,  with  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  species  found  in  the  plains.  The  larvae  are  leaf-rollers,  living  in 
twisted  leaves  and  feeding  on  neighbouring  portions  outside.  They  are 
commonly  light  green  or  the  semi-transparent  greenish  colour  of  so  many 
leaf-rolling  pyralid  caterpillars.  Any  of  the  following  thirteen  species 
are  likely  to  be  found  and  their  identification  is  possible  only  by  careful 
comparison  with  accurate  descriptions.  G.  vertumnalis,  Guen. ,  G.  glau- 
culalis,  Guen.,  G.  psittacalis ,  Hubn.,  and6r.  pomonalis,  Guen.,  are  green; 
the  first  is  common  on  the  leaves  of  the  white  flowering,  Taberncemontana 
coronaria  in  gardens  (Plate  XXVIII,  fig.  7).  G.  unionalis,  Hubn.,  is 
white  with  a  brown  costal  fascia  and  feeds  on  the  flowers  of  Jasminum 
sarnbac ;  G.  laticostalis ,  Guen.,  is  similar,  the  costal  fascia  cupreous,  the 
male  antennae  dilated  and  twisted  at  the  base  ;  G.  nigropunctalis,  Bren., 
is  white  with  a  broader  brown  costal  fascia  and  some  black  spots  on  the 
forewing.  G.  indica,  Saund.,  is  very  widely  spread,  the  forewing  white 
and  black,  the  male  with  a  conspicuous  tuft  of  long  scales.  The  larva 
is  common  on  Cucurbit aceous  plants.  G.  bicolor,  Swains.,  is  black-brown, 
conspicuously  marked  with  white,  as  also  is  G.  bivitralis,  Guen.,  in  which 
the  ground  colour  of  the  forewing  is  chestnut,  the  marks  in  the  form  of 
two  semihyaline  white  blotches.  G.  negatalis,  Wlk.,  is  white  and  fuscous, 
the  base  of  the  male  antenna  dilated  and  tufted  :  de  Niceville  figures  the 
moth  in  Indian  Museum  Notes  (Yol.  Y,  pi.  XY),  and  he  records  rearing 
it  from  Pipal  ( Ficus  religiosa)  and  on  the  fruits  of  chalta  ( Dillenia  indica). 
G.  celsalis,  Wlk.,  and  G.  pyloalis,  Wlk.,  are  white,  brown  and  fulvous. 

Lepyrodes  perspicata,  Fabr.  ( neptis ,  Cram.),  feeds  upon  Jasminum 
sarnbac  in  the  plains,  the  larva  rolling  the  leaves  after  the  usual  manner, 
while  L.  geometralis,  Guen.,  has  been  reared  from  a  larva  found  feeding 
upon  the  flowers  of  the  same  plant.  Leucinodes  orbonalis,  Guen.,  a  small 
white  moth  with  dull  ferruginous  and  black  markings,  is  common  through¬ 
out  the  plains,  its  caterpillar  being  the  borer  of  the  fruit  of  the  wild  and 
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PLATE  L.— Dichocrocis  Punctiferalis. 

Castor  Seed  Caterpillar. 

1  Stalk  and  capsule  of  Castor  (Ricinus  communis)  showing 

frass  of  larva. 

2  Shoot,  with  webbing  and  frass  of  larva,  also  two  moths  in 

normal  resting  attitudes. 

3.  Larva. 

4.  Pupa  in  castor  seed  broken  open. 

5. 

6.  Moth. 


in  cocoon. 


CASTOR  SEED  CATERPILLAR 
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cultivated  brinjal  or  egg  plant  (Solatium  melongena).  The  larva  is  pink, 
smooth  and  almost  hairless  as  are  most  boring  larvae. 

The  male  of  Crocidolomia  hinotalis ,  Zell.,  has  a  tuft  of  long  hair  on 
the  forewing,  and  is  ochreous  with  ferruginous  markings.  The  caterpillar 
lives  upon  cruciferous  plants,  including  cultivated  cabbage  and  c  halim  5 
(. Lepidium  sativum)  and  appears  abundantly  in  the  hot  weather  in  April 
in  gardens.  It  is  green  with  median  and  lateral  white  stripes,  a  black 
prothoracic  shield  and  three  black  dots  on  the  side  of  each  segment. 
Another  small  caterpillar  that  feeds  on  cabbage  and  cauliflower  at  the 
same  time  is  Hellula  undalis ,  Fabr.,  a  small  white-marked  greyish  moth 
which  has  a  very  wide  distribution  in  the  tropics. 

Isocentris  opheltesalis ,  Wlk.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  upon 
sunflower  plants.  The  larva  is  green  with  a  dorsal  white  stripe  on  each 
side  of  the  median  line  and  a  crescent  shaped  black  spot  on  the  meson  o- 

tum  on  each  side.  Maruca 
testulalis ,  Gey.,  is  a  rather 
larger  moth  fuscous, 
brown  with  a  semi-trans- 
parent  band  in  the  fore¬ 
wing  and  a  large  part  of 
the  hindwing  semi-trans¬ 
parent.  Its  larva  feeds 
upon  pulse,  entering  the 
pod  at  one  end  and  go- 


it  is  the  usual  smooth 
Mg.  342.— Maruca  testulalis.  •  [I.  M.  N.]  larva  greenish-yellow  in 

colour,  with  small  spots 
on  each  segment.  It  occurs  abundantly  in  the  rains  on  pulses  and  is 
widespread  in  India.  Nomophila  noctuell'a,  SchifL,  is  likely  to  confuse  those 
who  attempt  to  place  moths  on  their  general  appearance  alone  since  it 
has  the  appearance  of  a  Noctuid.  Hampson  remarks  :  c  Universally  distri¬ 
buted.’ ?  Pachyzancla  licarsicalis,  Wlk.,  and  P.  phoeopteralis,  Guen.,  are 
fuscous  moths  in  which  the  mid-femora  of  the  male  are  dilated  and 
clothed  with  scales  ;  both  are  common  and  widespread,  the  latter  having 
been  reared  from  green  larvae  which  roll  the  leaves  of  Anisomeles  ovata. 
P.  oegrotalis,  Wlk.,  is  a  small  brownish  orange  moth,  whose  green  cater¬ 


ing  completely  through ; 
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pillar  webs  up  the  leaves  of  croton,  Alternanthera  and  Schizandra  in 
•the  rains  and  feeds  there.  Phlyctcenodes  nudalis,  Hubn.,  is  a  small  straw- 
coloured  moth  which  has  been  reared  from  fenugreek  (Trigonella  fcenum- 
grcecum)  and  croton,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  common.  Diasemia 
ramhurialis ,  Dup.,  is  black  with  ochreous  markings  and  white  spots 
found  abundantly  in  the  plains,  and  also  according  to  Hampson,  univer¬ 
sally  distributed. 

Antigastra  catalaunalis ,  Dup.  (Plate  LI),  is  a  common  and  abundant 
pest  to  til  ( Sesamum  indicum)  ;  the  larva  is  light-green,  with  many  black 
spots  bearing  hairs  ;  it  rolls  the  leaf  of  the  til  plant  or  bores  into  the  seed 
pods.  The  larva  readily  lets  itself  down  with  a  thread  and  eventually 
descends  to  the  soil  to  pupate.  The  moth  is  ochreous  with  reddish  veins 
and  is  easy  to  recognise.  While  commonly  occurring  only  in  the  rains, 
it  breeds  throughout  the  year  if  its  foodplant  is  available.  The  cater¬ 
pillar  of  Noorda  blitealis ,  Wlk.,  is  found  on  the  horse-radish  tree 
(Moringa  pterygosperma)  ;  the  moth  lays  a  white  egg  on  the  edge  of 
the  leaf,  from  which  comes  a  white  larva  which  later  turns  green  ;  the 
larva  folds  the  leaf  over  or  joins  two  together  and  feeds  on  the  epidermis. 
The  pupa  is  in  a  fine  silken  cocoon.  This  species  is  found  breeding 
during  the  rains  and  is  widespread  in  India.  Metasia  coniotalis ,  Hmpsn., 
has  been  reared  from  larvye  feeding  in  the  tubers  of  sweet  potato  in 
Pusa  (Plate  LII,  figs.  1-4). 

Pionea  ferrugalis,  Hubn.,  is  a  small  yellow  moth  widespread  over 
Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  whose  larva  in  India  feeds  on  cabbage  and  kaka- 
ronda  (Blumea  balsamifera).  It  is  found  as  a  larva  during  the  cold  wea¬ 
ther  and  is  likely  to  be  a  “cold  weather  species,”  only  breeding  at 
that  time. 

Pyrausta  is  a  large  genus  of  mostly  hill  forms.  The  life-history  of 
P.  machoeralis ,  Wlk.,  is  described  and  figured  by  R.  S.  Hole  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Bombay  Natural  History  Society,  Yol.  XY,  p.  679  ;  it  feeds  on  teak. 
P.  coclesalis,  Wlk.,  is  a  brown  moth,  common  on  the  plains,  whose  larva 
feeds  upon  bamboo  and  is  occasionally  found  upon  maize.  The  larva  of 
P.  salentialis,  Snell,  feeds  upon  a  species  of  Polygonum ,  boring  the  stem 
and  pupating  there  ;  it  is  an  unusual  habit  for  one  of  this  genus.  Hiber¬ 
nation  as  a  larva  occurs  in  the  stem. 
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PLATE  LI. — Antigastra  Catalaunalis. 
Til  Leaf  Roller. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6». 

7. 

8. 
9: 

10. 


Shoot  of  Til  ( Sesamum  indicum)  rolled  by  the  larva. 

Another  slmot,  showing  the  larva,  as  it  lets  itself  down 
by  the  thread. 

Larva  magnified. 

Pupfi  „ 

in  its  cocoon. 

Moth.  Natural  size. 

Moth  magnified. 

Eggs  on  leaf. 

„  magnified.  .  , 

Newly  hatched  larva  feeding  on  the  epidermis  prior  to  web 

bing  the  shoot. 


TIL  LEAF  ROLLER. 
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Collecting. — Pyralids  abound  everywhere,  but  it  is  not  always  one  can 
get  good  unrubbed  specimens.  All  that  can  be  reared  should  be  and  the 
best  specimens  are  thus  obtained.  Setting  is  troublesome  and  it  is  best 
to  keep  all  in  papers  till  time  allows  of  a  whole  batch  being  done  at  once. 
Larvae  may  be  blown  or  kept  in  formalin.  They  are  found  by  patient 
seeking  on  plants,  wherever  rolled  leaves  are  seen  among  decaying  vege¬ 
tation  and  leaves  at  the  roots  of  grasses  in  grass  stems.  A  great  fauna 
of  Pyralids  centres  round  grassy  plants  and  few  of  such  have  been  reared 
or  studied.  The  wilder  grasslands  of  India  must  abound  in  such  forms 
and  will  prove  a  paradise  to  the  collector  of  these  moths. 


HOW  INSECTS  PROTECT  THEMSELVES. 

A  large  part  of  the  insect  world  is  engaged  in  preying  upon  other 
insects,  and  while  we  do  not  know  how  far  every  insect  has  enemies 
directly  attacking  it  in  this  manner,  it  is  at  least  certain  that  a  very 
large  proportion  are  the  food  of  either  ordinary  predators,  stinging 
predators,  insectivorous  birds,  lizards,  frogs  and  the  like  or  are  the  hosts 
of  parasites.  The  insect  organization  reveals  a  variety  of  devices  believed 
to  be  directed  to  securing  a  measure  of  immunity  against  these  enemies, 
and  it  is  possible  to  mention  the  more  obvious  ways  in  which 
immunity  is  aimed  at;  we  cannot  justly  say  that  it  is  in  all  cases  proved 
that  these  devices  do  secure  immunity  or  do  actually  increase  the 
measure  of  safety  under  which  each  insect  lives  :  but  the  prevailing 
conclusions  drawn  from  a  mass  of  observations  by  the  general  body  of 
observers  is  that  these  devices  have  little  or  no  other  meaning,  and  can 
be  rationally  explained  in  full  only  on  the  assumption  that  they  are 
of  value  to  the  insect  in  this  connection.  Speaking  broadly,  the 
insect  adopts  one  of  four  general  methods  :  (1)  to  be  distasteful;  (2)  to 
look  distasteful ;  (3)  to  escape  observation  ;  (4)  to  frighten  enemies. 

Many  insects  are  known  to  be  distasteful  to  birds  and  insect-eating 
animals,  on  whom  we  can  experiment ;  we  associate  this  distastefulness 
with  scents  in  many  cases,  scents  produced  by  the  excretion,  at  the 
will  of  the  insect,  of  the  aromatic  oils.  Most  of  our  Pentatomidce 
are  excellent  examples ;  they  have  special  orifices  on  the  ventral 
surface  whence  issues  a  liquid  which  volatilises  with  the  production 
of  a  usually  very  marked  scent ;  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring 
this  scent  within  perceptive  reach  of  birds  and  some  animals  to  see 
unmistakable  signs  of  aversion.  The  scents  are  often  disagreeable  to 
ourselves,  but  far  less  so  than  they  are  to  animals.  Such  scents  are  found 
in  Pentatomidce,  Coreidce,  Lygceidce,  Pyrrhocoridce ,  some  Reduviidce  and 
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Cimicidce  in  a  strong  degree ;  Myrmeleo,  Ascalaphus ,  Chrysopa  and 
some  other  Hemerobiidce  exhibit  the  same  phenomenon  ;  and  a  number 
of  beetles,  notably  perhaps  the  Carabidce,  some  Cerambycidce  and  some 
Cicindelidce  can  be  added. 

We  cannot  clearly  separate  the  production  of  scent  from  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  oil  or  fluid,  having  not  only  a  scent  but  either  a  bad  taste  or  some 
caustic  property.  Many  Coccinellidce  excrete  such  oils  as  notably  do 
the  Cantharidce ;  Elays  and  other  large  Tenebrionidoe,  Autarches  and 
Pcecilocera  among  Acridiidce,  are  also  conspicuous  examples,  and  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  effect  of  this  secretion  of  fluid  is  quick 
in  effect,  the  bird  or  beetle  seizing  such  an  insect  promptly  getting  the 
taste  or  caustic  result  of  the  oil  and  dropping  its  prey  at  once.  In  the 
case  of  Autarches  and  of  several  of  the  Chalcosiine  division  of  Zygaenids, 
e.g.  ( Campylotes ),  the  fluid  is  not  only  secreted  but  bubbles  out  at  the 
orifice,  forming  a  mass  of  bubbles  similar  to  that  produced  by  Cercopidce  ; 
the  curiously  sudden  way  in  which  this  happens  is  very  striking,  not  to 
say  alarming.  A  number  of  insects  which  do  not  produce  scent  or  oil 
are  apparently  distasteful  on  account  of  the  presence  in  their  tissues 
of  distasteful  substances,  either  due  to  the  secretion  of  some  constituent 
for  this  purpose  or  due  to  the  food  they  take  in  ;  the  Danaides  are  ex¬ 
amples  of  such  insects  as  are  also  the  Coccinellides  and  Cantharides.  In 
the  majority  of  these  cases  we  find  that  with  distastefulness  is  combined 
a  system  of  warning  colouration  which  advertises  the  fact,  or  which  is 
sufficiently  vivid  to  be  associated  with  the  distastefulness  in  the  mind  of 
the  predator.  That  is,  most  distasteful  insects  are  “  warningly  colour¬ 
ed,”  so  as  to  secure  the  maximum  protection  from  their  distastefulness 
by  plainly  indicating  that  they  are  distasteful.  We  are  not  here  dis¬ 
cussing  colouration,  but  we  shall  have  need  to  refer  to  this  fact  again. 
The  number  of  groups  in  which  warning  colouring  occurs  is  very  large. 

A  rather  doubtful  device  is  the  extremely  hard  and  thick  integument 
of  some  insects,  beetles  especially,  often  combined  with  horns,  spines  or 
other  projections  calculated  to  be  troublesome  to  the  consumer.  It  is 
difficult  to  find  any  other  value  in  the  intensely  thick  hard  portions  of 
the  integument  of  some  beetles,  as  also  in  the  hard  knobs  and  spines  of 
many  Pentatomidce,  for  instance,  and  we  may  conjecture  that  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  such  an  integument  does  turn  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  possessor 
and  against  some  unarmed  insect  equally  available  at  the  moment. 

Another  device  is  to  be  found  in  the  hairiness  of  so  many  caterpillars ; 
there  is  good  ground  to  believe  that  a  hairy  caterpillar  is  not  as  palatable 
to  a  bird,  for  instance,  as  is  a  smooth  hairless  one,  and  when  we  consider 
how  indigestible  chitin  is  and  how  much  room  the  hairs  take  up,  we  can 
imagine  why.  This  device  is  carried  to  an  extreme  when  the  hairs  them¬ 
selves  are  poisonous  as  is  often  the  case  ;  hairy  caterpillars  occur  prin¬ 
cipally  in  the  Lymantriidce,  Lasiocampidce,  Eupterotidce,  Limacodidce  and 
Arctiidce  ;  those  with  poisoned  hairs  chiefly  in  the  two  former  rarely  in 
the  last. 
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PLATE  LII. — Microlepidoftera. 

Fig.  1.  Metasia  coniotalis ,  Hrapsn.  Larva. 

2- 1  „  „  »  PuPa- 

3»  ^ 

4:.  >> 

5.  Hypsopygia  mauritialis.  Larva. 

6.  „  „  Imago,  x  2. 

1 '  j-  Phycodes  radiala.  Larva. 

9  M  Empty  pupa  case  and  cocoon. 

10.  „  „  Moth,  x  2. 
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Finally,  under  our  first  category,  we  may  include  the  very 
simple  device  of  the  insect  which  covers  itself  with  its  excrement  or  which 
carries  with  it  a  pile  of  its  cast  skins  or  the  cast  skins  of  its  prey,  or  which 
encases  itself  in  inedible  and  unpleasant  material.  The  larvse  of  some 
Chrysomelidce  are  notorious  for  carrying  their  excrement ;  many  Cassi- 
dides  do  this,  having  a  special  process  to  carry  it  on,  and  having  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  alimentary  canal  placed  so  far  dorsally  that  the  excrement  can 
be  retained  ;  the  larva  of  Podontia  does  this,  as  do  some  Criocerides.  The 
larva  of  the  predaceous  Chrysopa  goes  about  carrying  a  pile  of  the  sucked 
out  skins  of  its  victims  (see  fig.  76,  page  154),  while  some  Lepidopterous 
larvae  wear  their  old  cast  skins  (e.g.,  Roeselia  fola  which  carries  the  cast 
head-cases)  (fig.  301,  page  436).  It  is  probable  that  the  case  of  the 
Psychid  larva  made  of  dry  twigs  or  leaves  is  mainly  protective  in  the  sense 
that  the  bird  does  not  care  for  the  caterpillar  with  its  outer  case  of  dry 
material  and  so  leaves  it  alone.  The  same  is  probably  true  of  Caddis 
larvae  (Trichoptera)  which  live  in  cases  of  small  stones,  shells  and  other 
indigestible  materials. 

A  number  of  species  try  to  look  distasteful ;  they  may  do  this  in 
two  ways,  by  looking  like  some  unpleasant  object,  by  looking  like  some 
insect  that  is  of  itself  unpleasant.  Of  the  first,  the  most  conspicuous 
are  perhaps  those  insects  which  look  like  the  droppings  of  birds ;  a  good 
example  is  the  young  larva  of  Papilio  demolius  ;  this  starts  life  as  an 
ordinary  butterfly  caterpillar  of  a  dull  brown  colour ;  it  soon  becomes 
white  over  a  large  part  of  its  body  (fig.  292,  page  422),  and  when  not 
feeding,  rests  motionless  on  a  leaf  in  the  full  view  of  all  birds  that  pass ; 
instead  of  hiding  among  the  leaves,  it  conspicuously  shows  itself  ;  to  us 
it  is  a  very  good  imitation  ;  perhaps  it  is  to  a  flying  bird  also.  Another 
conspicuous  example  is  the  genus  Tarache ;  the  moth  of  T.  notabilis  is 
white  with  dull  black  markings  ;  instead  of  seeking  shelter  by  day  as 
most  Noctuids  do,  it  sits  motionless  on  the  top  leaf  of  its  foodplant ,  the 
wings  closely  applied  to  its  body  ;  it  has  the  shape  and  appearance  of 
a  bird’s  excreta,  and  we  believe  it  is  sufficiently  successful  to  escape  its 
foe  in  that  way.  All  the  species  of  Tarache  behave  like  this. 

We  have  referred  above  to  the  warning  colouration  of  insects  that 
are  distasteful ;  but  a  very  large  class  of  insects  that  really  are  not 
distasteful  adopt  this  colouring  and  pretend  to  be  ;  an  example  is  figured 
in  the  family  Zygcenidce.  This  mimicry  of  distasteful  species  may  take 
two  forms  ;  an  insect  will  be  found  to  very  closely  imitate  another  found 
in  the  same  locality ;  or  a  whole  number  of  insects  in  one  place  will  be 
found  to  have  a  general  scheme  of  warning  colouring  (e.g.,  black  and 
yellow)  part  of  them  being  really  distasteful,  part  being  mimics  ;  the 
birds  may,  if  the  former  are  sufficiently  numerous,  associate  this  colour¬ 
ing  with  unpleasant  insects  and  so  leave  all  alone  ;  one  would  imagine 
that  the  6  frauds’  must  add  to  the  slaughter  also  of  the  genuinely  distaste¬ 
ful  ones,  as  if  for  instance,  there  were  equal  numbers  of  both,  birds  might 
go  on  trying  for  a  long  time  and  never  be  quite  certain  what  they  were 
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going  to  get.  This  subject  is  dealt  with  in  two  notable  papers  (Trans. 
Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1902,  p.  287,  and  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.,  London,  1902,  II, 
p.  230),  and  with  a  vast  wealth  of  confusing  nomenclature  in  Beddard’s 
“Colour  of  Animals.”  The  sincere  student  with  a  profound  faith  in 
human  nature  may  be  cautioned  against  accepting  any  conclusions  or 
facts  not  based  on  observation  of  insects  in  their  natural  conditions  ; 
the  search  for  explanations  of  insect  colouring  has  almost  rendered  the 
whole  subject  ridiculous  since  conclusions  have  been  drawn  from 
Museum  specimens,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  lives  of  insects  ;  but 
it  does  not  require  much  field  observation  to  convince  the  student  that 
mimicry  of  this  kind  is  a  real  feature  of  insect  life. 

In  our  second  division  we  have  included  such  insects  as  make 
special  efforts  to  conceal  themselves.  Possibly  this  applies  to  every  insect, 
except  such  as  are  protected  by  devices  coming  under  other  heads.  A 
great  number  of  caterpillars,  for  instance,  feed  at  night  only  ;  so  do  most 
moths  ;  Perlidce  Ephemeridce  and  some  other  Neuroptera  appear  only  at 
night,  when  most  birds  are  asleep  and  their  chance  of  escaping  is  greater. 
These  and  other  insects  must  also  protect  themselves  during  the  day ; 
a  green  caterpillar  sitting  motionless  among  green  leaves  does  probably 
escape  the  observation  of  predatory  birds,  wasps,  etc.,  more  often  than 
one  not  so  coloured  ;  the  combination  of  such  colouring  with  the  habit 
of  resting  motionless  by  day  is  very  common  indeed,  and  when  one 
realizes  how  constantly  birds,  wasps  and  stinging  predators  are  search¬ 
ing  for  caterpillars,  one  can  believe  that  the  colouring  and  attitude  are 
essential  to  the  continuance  of  that  species.  We  need  not  dilate  upon 
this  ;  any  observer  of  nature  can  see  it  for  himself  ;  moths  are  extremely 
often  found  sitting  motionless  on  bark,  coloured  like  bark  and  really 
quite  indistinguishable  ;  a  great  variety  of  insects  are  of  this  colour  ; 
more  are  leaf-like  or  are  sufficiently  green  to  be  invisible  among  green 
leaves ;  the  grass  mantid  is  a  splendid  example  of  an  insect  that  is 
invisible  in  grass;  throughout  the  pages  of  this  book  we  note  examples, 
and  they  are  not  more  fully  illustrated  for  the  simple  reason  that  in  a 
truthful  illustration  the  insect  would  not  be  seen,  and  if  the  illustration 
accents  the  insect  enough  for  it  to  be  seen,  it  is  not  truthful. 

Finally  there  are  insects  that  are  supposed  to  escape  by  startling  or 
frightening  their  enemies ;  we  deal  with  this  subject  very  cautiously 
because  what  startles  us  may  not  really  startle  a  bird  or  a  toad  or  a  preda¬ 
ceous  beetle  at  all ;  in  this  subject  again,  conclusions  have  been  freely 
drawn  from  insufficient  data.  The  resemblance  to  a  snake  or  to  some 
weird  large-eyed  creature  is  one  that  is  often  quoted,  for  instance,  in 
sphingid  larvae  ;  the  apex  of  the  wing  of  the  atlas  moth  is  said  to  look 
like  a  cobra’s  head  ;  the  full  grown  larva  of  Papilio  demoleus  is  said  to  be 
snake-like  ;  the  caterpillar  of  the  notodontid,  Stauropus  alternus.  looks 
like  nothing  else  and  is  supposed  to  frighten  its  foes;  the  large  sphingid 
caterpillar  in  the  Himalayas  which  waggles  its  head  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards,  at  the  same  time  hissing,  may  frighten  birds  off  :  the  caterpillars 
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that  suddenly  extrude  yellow  or  red  processes,  or  which  draw  themselves 
up  and  display  eye-markings  or  bands  of  colour ;  these  are  all  instances 
of  possible  efforts  at  escape  by  startling  or  frightening  an  enemy.  They 
are  striking  to  see  and,  if  we  could  see  them  in  proper  proportion  might 
be  very  effective  to  us  ;  if  a  six-foot  caterpillar  suddenly  hissed  and  two 
six-inch  eye-spots  glared  at  me  I  might  be  frightened.  We  cannot 
estimate  these  things  properly  because  it  is  not  known  against  what  enemy 
they  are  aimed.  It  is  probable  that  some  are  effective,  that  some  were 
once  effective  or  are  becoming  so  and  that  we  misinterpret  many. 

The  following  summary  of  the  more  important  devices  used  by 
insects  may  be  of  assistance  to  the  student : — 

1.  Hard  integument. 

2.  Hairs  and  hairiness. 

3.  Stinging  hairs. 

4.  Secretion  of  distasteful  substances.  (With  warning  colouring.) 

5.  Use  of  excrement. 

6.  Use  of  cast  skins. 

7.  Protective  and  cryptic  colouring  form  and  attitude.  Sham¬ 

ming  dead. 

8.  Batesian  mimicry.  (Mimicry  of  a  warningly  coloured  distasteful 

insect.) 

9.  Mullerian  Mimicry.  (Adoption  of  a  general  scheme  of  warning 

colouring  by  edible  as  well  as  inedible  insects.) 

10.  Misleading  and  deceptive  colouring. 

11.  Terrifying  devices,  sounds,  etc. 

12.  Resemblance  to  unpleasant  substances. 

In  the  above  pages  we  have  tried  to  indicate  what  is  known,  but  we 
have  no  wish  to  give  the  impression  that  much  is  known  ;  every  obser¬ 
vation  bearing  on  this  subject  is  worth  recording  ;  every  record  of  one 
insect  actually  found  preying  on  another  is  valuable,  provided  both  insects 
are  identified  at  least  to  genus  and  if  possible  to  species  ;  impressions 
gained  from  general  observation  are  by  no  means  so  good  as  actual 
deductions  from  a  mass  of  definite  facts  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
subject  will  meet  with  the  attention  it  deserves  in  this  country. 

We  may  close  this  subject  by  remarking  that  every  student  should 
bear  it  in  mind  when  in  the  field ;  the  observation  of  living  insects  in  the 
field  is  the  least  prosecuted  branch  of  enquiry  and  it  is  well  to  keep  an 
open  mind  on  the  subject ;  an  insect  mimicking  a  distasteful  insect  may 
not  now  have  the  same  distribution  as  its  model,  and  this  is,  of  course,  a 
source  of  confusion  unless  one  knows  this ;  there  are  many  other 
misleading  factors,  but  it  is  a  sound  practice  to  look  at  every  insect  with 
this  problem  in  view,  not  straining  it,  not  blinding  oneself  to  facts, 
but  honestly  endeavouring  to  penetrate  to  the  truth. 
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Orne  OI)I  D/E.  (Alucitidje). 

The  forewing  divided  into  six  distinct  plumes. 

Less  than  ten  species  are  recorded  from  India,  wholly  from  the  hills. 
A  larger  number  is  known  from  Ceylon  ;  the  genus  Orneodes  includes  our 
species,  none  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  plains.  The  student  will  find 
descriptions  in  Meyrick’s  papers  in  the  Bombay  Journal  and  elsewhere 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1907,  p.  507). 

Pterophorid,®. 

Small  slender  moths ,  in  which  the  forewings  are  narrow  and  divided 
into  two,  three  or  four  narrow  lobes ,  the  hindwings 
of  one,  two  or  three  lobes. 

These  moths  are  clearly  recognisable  from  their  form  and  the 
structure  of  the  wings.  Their  appearance  is  extremely  graceful,  as  they 
rest  on  leaves  with  the  wings  and  legs  extended  and  fly  somewhat  slowly 
Their  colours  are  light,  dull  ochre  and  brown  on  a  lighter  ground 
colour  as  a  rule.  The  body  is  slender,  the  abdomen  ovate  and  long  ; 
the  long  narrow  wings  are  fringed  with  scales  which  in  some  species  are 
in  part  capitate  and  rather  large.  The  tiny  legs  are  conspicuously  spur, 
red  and  in  some  species  the  hindlegs  are  held  out  over  the  body  and  very 
noticeable. 

Of  the  few  known  Indian  species  several  are  known  in  the  larval 
stage.  The  eggs  are  oval,  not  flattened,  and  smooth,  laid  singly  on  the 
foodplant  (Plate  LIII  )  ;  the  larvae  are  slender,  oval,  the  body  set  with 
spines  and  with  capitate  hairs  which  radiate  from  tubercular  points  ; 
they  feed  openly,  as  a  rule,  and  are  cryptically  coloured  to  resemble  the 
foodplant.  Their  perfectly  oval  form,  the  indistinctness  of  their  seg¬ 
mentation,  their  clothing  of  hairs  and  spines,  these  characters  render 
them  recognisable  ;  if  a  pupa  is  also  found,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  recognition  of  the  family  since  the  pupa  closely  resembles  the  larva, 
having  almost  the  same  shape,  the  same  colour,  with  the  same  covering 
of  hairs  and  spines  and  lying  openly  on  the  foodplant  as  does  the  larva. 
It  is  soft  and  quite  unlike  the  ordinary  pupa  of  this  order,  being  attached 
by  a  cremaster,  and  in  some  cases  by  a  few  threads  of  silk  under  the 
abdomen  in  which  the  hairs  are  entangled.  Indian  Pterophorids  are  but 
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incompletely  known,  and  Meyrick  has  recently  described  a  number  of 
species.  (See  Journ.  of  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  and  Trans.  Ent.  Soc.', 
London,  1907,  p.  472.)  At  least  two  are  injurious  to  agriculture  and  occur 
widely  in  India  ;  others  are  known  from  different  foodplants  or  have 
simply  been  captured.  Over  forty  Indian  species  are  described, 
largely  from  the  Khasi  Hills  and  South  India  ;  some  are  widely  spread, 
e.g.,  Trichoptilus  congrualis,  Wlk.,  found  generally  over  the  tropics. 

Exelastis  atomosa,  Wals.  (Plate  LIII),  is  one  common  species  in  the 
plains,  a  delicate  dry-grass-coloured  insect  with  an  expanse  of  20  m.m. 
The  eggs  are  laid  singly  on  the  flower  buds,  young  pods  and  more  rarely 
the  leaves  of  the  foodplant,  which  is  commonly  the  pigeon  pea  ( Cajanus 
indicus).  The  egg  is  oval,  not  flattened  and  not  reticulate,  of  a  greenish 
colour.  A  single  moth  has  been  found  to  lay  94  eggs,  these  hatching  in 
about  4  days  in  hot  weather.  The  larva  feeds  by  eating  into  the  soft 
growing  pod  and  then  into  the  young  seed  ;  it  remains  partly  outside  on 
the  pod,  stretching  in  to  get  the  seed  and  not  wholly  entering  the  pod. 
Having  eaten  one  seed  it  makes  a  fresh  hole  opposite  another.  The  larva 
is  green  or  brown,  or  a  mixture  of  both  and  closely  resembles  the  colour¬ 
ing  of  the  pod.  The  body  is  clothed  with  a  dense  pubescence  of  short 
spines  and  longer  capitate  hairs  radiating  from  tubercular  points.  The 
median  dorsal  line  is  longitudinally  indented  with  a  slight  ridge  on  each 
side.  The  larval  life  is  from  2  to  4  weeks,  depending  on  the  temperature  ; 
before  pupation  the  larva  spins  a  little  pad  of  silk  and  also  a  light  network  ; 
the  apex  of  the  abdomen  bears  hooks  that  are  fixed  in  the  pod,  the  hairs 
of  the  pupa  being  entangled  in  the  network  ;  the  pupa  is  thus  fixed  to 
the  pod  in  an  exposed  position  ;  it  is  soft,  green  or  brown  in  colour  with  a 
close  resemblance  to  the  larva  and  with  limbs  and  wings  which  are  not 
fixed  to  the  body,  but  are  held  in  a  straight  line  along  the  ventral  surface- 
The  anterior  half  of  the  pupa  can  be  raised  when  the  insect  is  disturbed. 
The  moth  hangs  from  the  plant  by  the  anterior  legs,  the  hindlegs  held 
out  over  the  body,  the  wings  expanded  but  the  hindwing  so  concealed 
under  the  forewing  that  it  is  not  seen.  The  duration  of  life  in  this  stage 
is  apparently  considerable,  as  moths  live  for  over  10  days  without  food 
in  confinement,  and  since  the  moth  apparently  lives  over  the  time  that 
foodplants  are  not  available,  waiting  till  she  can  lay  eggs.  This  species 
is  common  throughout  the  plains  and  causes  a  considerable  amount  of 
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destruction  to  pigeon  pea  in  the  cold  weather.  It  is  not  recorded  as 
breeding  in  the  hot  weather  and  rains,  and  probably  lives  over  as  a 
moth. 


Sphenarches  caffer,  Zell.,  has  a  similar  life -history  and  its  larva  occurs 
sparingly  on  the  pigeon  pea  with  it.  It  also  breeds  on  the  leaves  of 
Cucurbitaceous  plants  during 
the  hot  weather  and  rains, 
and  is  thus  found  breeding 
practically  throughout  the 
year. 

Platyptilia  brachymorpha, 

Meyr.,  is  a  moderately  large 
brown  moth,  whose  larva  has 
been  found  eating  into  the 
flower  buds  of  Celsia  coroman- 
deliana,  a  common  wild  plant 

in  North  India,  growing  during  the  cold  weather.  The  larva  is  green 
with  many  brown  scale-like  hairs.  Deuterocopus  tengstrcemi,  Zell.,  is  a 
smaller  ferruginous  species,  the  forewing  divided,  the  hindwing  a 
simple  capitate  process,  found  sitting  on  plants.  It  occurs  throughout 
the  East. 


Fig.  343— Sphenarches  caffer,  resting 

ATTITUDE  X  4. 


Diacrotricha  callimeres ,  Meyr.,  is  found  sitting  on  the  leaves  of  Aver- 
rhoa  carambola ,  in  great  abundance  at  some  seasons.  The  small  greyish 
moth  is  very  graceful,  sitting  with  expanded  wings  and  hindlegs  held  out 
over  the  body.  The  little  green  larva  feeds  on  the  leaf,  letting  itself 
down  actively  on  a  long  thread  of  silk  in  a  very  curious  manner ;  the 
pupa  is  fixed  to  the  leaf  without  any  cocoon.  Mr.  Bainbrigge  Fletcher 
has  found  the  larva  feeding  in  the  flowers  of  Averrhoa  bilimbi  in  Ceylon. 


Sesiim. 

Clear  wings. — Hindwing  with  vein  8  absent,  vein  1  c.  present.  Larva 
boring  with  5  pairs  of  prolegs.  Pupa  in  bore. 

A  family  of  small  moths,  most  of  which  have  clear  wings  and  mimic 
Hymenoptera.  The  wings  are  small,  narrow  and  hyaline,  the  body 
narrow,  the  antennae  moderately  long  and  slightly  clubbed  ;  the  legs  are 
often  tufted  with  long  hairs  ;  the  flight  is  rapid  and  the  moths  are  found 
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PLATE  LIII. — Exelastis  Atomosa. 
Tur  Plume  Moth. 

Fig.  1.  Eggs  on  pod  of  pigeon  pea  (Cajcinus  indicus). 

,,  2.  „  magnified. 

„  3.  Larva,  magnified. 

4.  Second  and  third  abdominal  segments  of  larva. 
„  5.  Pupa  on  pod  of  pigeon  pea  (Cajcmus  indicus )v 

„  6.  Moth,  in  normal  resting  position. 

„  7.  „  set. 
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flying  in  hot  sunshine  ;  the  resemblance  to  Hymenoptera  is  very  marked, 
and  in  some  cases  it  is  known  which  species  is  mimicked.  The  wing 
expanse  does  not  exceed  two  inches  and  is  usually  not  more  than  one 
inch.  Little  is  known  of  their  life-histories,  but  so  far  as  known,  the 
larva  is  a  borer  in  shoots  of  living  plants,  but  has  five  pairs  of  prolegs  : 
the  pupa  is  in  the  shoot  and  is  provided  with  hooks  for  moving  in  the 
galleries. 

Trochilium  ommaticeforme ,  Mo.,  in  Baluchistan  was  found  in  Peshin 
attacking  poplar.  (See  I.  M.  N.  Ill,  p.  14.)  Of  the  fifty  odd  recorded 
Indian  species  practically  all  are  hill  forms  and  it  is  unlikely  that  many 
species  will  ever  be  found  to  occur  in  the  plains. 

Melittia  chaiciformis ,  Fabr.,  is  well  distributed  over  India,  a  small 
brown  insect  with  bands  of  yellow.  The  specimens  captured  in  the  plains 
are  rarities  and  these  insects  form  no  part  of  the  real  plains  fauna. 

Tortricim;. 

Middle  spurs  of  hind  tibiae  well  developed ,  palpi  obtuse.  Hindwing  with 
vein  8  free  or  connected  to  cell  by  a  bar ,  vein  1  c.  present. 

Very  little  is  yet  known  of  this  family  in  India  and  the  student  will 
recognise  it  only  by  the  above  characters.  It  is  far  less  characteristic 
of  the  tropics  than  the  next  and  has  its  greatest  development  in  tem¬ 
perate  regions. 

The  moths  are  small  and  somewhat  dull  coloured,  sometimes  with  a 
characteristic  appearance  due  to  the  rather  long  forewing,  the  rather 
heavy  scaling  and  the  manner  in  which  the  wings  are  wrapped  round  the 
abdomen.  The  antennae  are  of  moderate  length,  the  eyes  and  ocelli 
well  developed,  the  proboscis  present,  the  labial  palpi  obtuse  at  the  apex, 
the  second  joint  roughly  scaled. 

The  life-histories  of  few  Indian  species  have  been  thoroughly  worked 
out  in  all  stages.  Meyrick  (Handbook  of  Lepidoptera)  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  summary  for  the  family  as  a  whole  :  “  Ovum  flattened- oval,  usually 
smooth,  sometimes  reticulate  ;  larva  rather  elongate,  with  few  hairs, 
with  ten  prolegs,  living  concealed  in  rolled  or  joined  leaves  or-sp_un  shoots, 
or  in  stems,  or  flowerheads  or  roots.  Usually  there  are  no  markings  ; 
hence  the  leaf  feeding  forms,  being  often  very  polyphagous,  are  hardly 
IiL  34 
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to  be  discriminated.  The  head  is  often  black  when  young  and  light- 
coloured  later.  Pupa  with  segments  8-11  free,  in  the  male  12  also; 
protruded  from  the  cocoon  in  emergence,  usually  in  the  situation  where 
the  larva  fed.”  The  protrusion  of  the  pupa  is  worth  note  ;  in  other 
respects  the  larvse  and  pupae  are  much  like  those  of  Tineids.  The  moths 

4 

fly  at  dusk  and  are  rarely  seen. 

The  known  Indian  species  include  two  destructive  insects,  the  tur- 
leaf  Caterpillar  ( Eucelis  critica,  Meyr.,)  and  the  Sann  stem  borer  ( Las - 
peyresia  pseudonectis ,  Meyr.).  More  are  likely  to  be  found  and  the 
notorious  codlin-moth  of  the  apple  (Carpocapsa  pomonella  L.)  is 
included  in  the  family.  But  few  Indian  species  have  been  described, 
these  chiefly  in  the  sub -family  Epiblemince.  The  student  will  find 
descriptions  in  Meyrick’s  papers  in  the  Bombay  Journal.  We  mention 
such  plains  species  as  are  known  to  us,  but  many  remain  to  be  found. 

Of  the  Epiblemince ,  over  30  Indian  species  are  recorded,  of  the 
Tortricince  40,  two  in  Ceracince  and  one  in  the  Phaloniince. 

Epiblemince.  Eucelis  critica ,  Meyr.,  is  a  small  dusky  moth  whose 
larva  rolls  the  top  leaves  of  pigeon  pea  ( Cajanus  indicus)  in  the  rains. 
We  figure  the  stages  in  Plate  LV ;  an  account  is  published  in  Indian 
Insect  Pests,  p.  143. 

Eucosma  paragramma,  Meyr.,  has  been  reared  from  caterpillars  bor¬ 
ing  in  green  bamboos  ;  so  few  insects  attack  growing  bamboos  that  it  is 
interesting  to  find  a  caterpillar  boring  into  so  hard  an  object  as  a  thick 
green  bamboo.  The  larva  is  brown,  with  5  pairs  of  prolegs,  and  pupates 
in  the  tunnel  in  the  bamboo.  Laspeyresia  jaculatrix,  Meyr.,  is  a  small 
dusky  grey  moth  found  sometimes  in  abundance  flying  in  shady  places. 
The  larvae  are  found  in  the  bark  of  the  sissu  tree  (Dalbergia  sissu)  and 
occur  there  abundantly.  Pupation  takes  place  in  a  fine  silken  cocoon. 
Apparently  these  larvae  are  the  hosts  of  a  small  Bombyliid  fly,  which  has 
been  reared  from  a  batch  of  larvae  in  sissu  bark  ;  the  food  of  the  larva 
is  not  known  but  it  probably  is  the  bark  of  the  tree. 

The  caterpillars  spend  the  winter  in  the  bark  of  the  tree  and  have  a 
curious  habit  of  coming  out  at  night  during  a  few  days  in  March,  crawling 
about  on  the  bark  and,  soon  after  daylight,  retreating  into  the  bark 
again ;  immense  numbers  of  them  can  be  seen  in  the  early  morning  on 
these  days  and  the  phenomenon  is  apparently  so  regular  that  the  crows 
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PLATE  LI V. — Laspeyrwa  Pseudonectis: 
Sann  Hemp  Stem  Borer. 

i  Larva. 

2.  1 

3.  Pupa  case  after  emergence  of  motlv 
J'Jpapa. 

^  |  Imago. 


SAKN  HEMP  STEM  BORER, 
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know  it,  and  we  have  in  four  successive  years  (1906-1909)  seen  crows 
collected  round  trees  on  which  these  caterpillars  were  walking  and 
feeding  on  them.  Apparently  this  proceeding  is  preliminary  to 
pupating  and  is  probably  the  search  for  a  good  sheltered  nook  in 
which  pupation  can  be  accomplished  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  the 
moth  to  emerge.  The  moths  emerge  at  various  dates  during  May  and 
June,  and  there  are  probably  two  broods,  before  the  hibernation  brood 
referred  to  above.  The  moths  are  found  flying  about  gregariously  and 
this  species  is  quite  commonly  captured  where  the  sissu  grows 
abundantly. 

L.  tricentra,  Meyr.,  is  described  from  the  Deccan,  the  larva  tunnelling 
in  the  shoots  of  Sann  hemp  ( Crotalaria  juncea).  L.  pseudonectis ,  Meyr., 
has  the  same  habit  and  was  reared  from  Sann  hemp  at  Surat,  and  in 
Behar.  It  is  a  common  pest  to  this  crop,  and  with  the  proceeding  is 
probably  widespread  in  India  (Plate  LIY).  Of  the  remaining  sub¬ 
families  there  appear  to  be  no  records  of  life-histories  or  any  other 
information  beyond  descriptions  and  localities.  One  species  must  be 
mentioned,  whose  systematic  position  is  not  known.  Cryptophlebia 
carpophaga,  Wlsm.,  was  described  from  moths  reared  on  Cassia  fistula 
pods  in  Bengal  (I.  M.  N.,  IV,  p.  105).  We  also  found  it  commonly  in 
Gujarat  on  the  wood  apple  (Feronia  elephantum) ;  the  larva  (Plate 
XXVIII,  figs.  11,  12)  bores  in  the  pulp,  and  when  full  fed  prepares 
a  silken  cocoon  covered  in  excrement  in  the  fruit ;  after  a  week  the  moth 
emerges.  The  same  species  also  attacks  litchi  fruits  in  Calcutta 
(I.  M.  N.,  V,  121), 

Tineimj. 

Palpi  acute ,  middle  spur  of  hind  tihice  developed ,  hindwing  vein  8  free 
or  connected  to  the  cell  by  a  bar,  vein  1  c.  present. 

This  large  family  includes  small  moths  in  which  the  wings  are 
commonly  narrow  with  a  broad  fringe  of  scales.  They  are  superficially 
distinct  in  this  character,  but  the  above  characters  must  be  examined 
before  the  insect  is  definitely  placed.  They  are  as  a  rule  of  dull  colour} 
in  accordance  with  their  nocturnal  habit,  a  section  (including  (Edemato - 
poda  and  Eretmocera),  being  very  brightly  coloured  and  diurnal.  The 
antennae  are  a  little  longer  than  in  the  Tortricids,  the  labial  palpi 
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pointed  at  the  apex  and  commonly  upturned.  The  legs  are  long  and 
spurred,  the  wings  variously  held  but  not  wrapped  round  the  abdomen. 


Fig.  344— Gelechia  gossypiella,  larva,  pupa,  cocoon,  imago. 

The  life-history  of  a  considerable  number  of  Indian  forms  is  known  ; 
the  egg  is  flattened,  oval  or  round,  often  reticulate  above  ;  eggs  are  so 
far  as  known  laid  singly.  The  larva  is  slender,  usually  with  five  pairs 
of  prolegs,  the  body  almost  naked,  and  usually  simply  coloured,  dirty 
white,  orange,  greenish  or  nearly  black.  The  larval  habits  are  extremely 
varied,  some  being  seed- eaters,  others  living  in  spun  leaves,  boring  in 
shoots,  mining  in  leaves  or  in  the  bark  of  shoots  ;  some  are  household 
pests  in  flour  and  dried  food  stuffs,  some  eat  dried  insects,  wool,  etc.,  a 
few  eat  lac,  scale  insects  and  mealy  bugs,  while  probably  many  live  in 
dried  leaves,  under  bark  and  in  other  dead  vegetable  matter.  Very 
little  is  known  with  regard  to  hibernation  and  the  like.  In  the  main, 
the  larvae  are  found  when  vegetation  is  most  abundant  in  the  moist 
months  ;  these  often  hibernate  as  larvae  and  pupae,  but  Leucoptera 
sphenograpta,  for  instance,  emerges  very  abundantly  as  a  moth  in 
J anuary  to  await  the  putting  forth  of  new  leaves  by  the  sissu  trees  in 
February.  Plutella  crucifer  arum,  Zell.,  is  a  “  cold  weather  ”  species  (as 
are  some  other  insects  probably  spread  from  temperate  regions)  in  the 
plains  and  is  found  abundantly  then  ;  it  appears  to  spend  the  hot 
\yeather  and  rains  in  retirement  at  the  roots  of  grass  as  an  imago. 
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PLATE  LV. — Euoelis  Critica. 
Tur  Leaf  Roller. 


Fig.  1.  Egg.  Magnified, 

„  2.  Larva. 

3.  Second  and  third  abdominal  segments  of  the  larva. 

”  4.  Habitation  of  the  larva  on  the  young  plant  of  pigeon  pea 

(Cajanus  indicus ),  with  the  pupa  case  from  which  the  moth 
has  emerged. 

^  \  Tmago. 
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Several  are  destructive  to  agriculture  and  it  is  known  that  these  are 
extensively  parasitised  by  Hymenoptera ;  whether  there  are  other  checks 
is  doubtful  On  account  of  these  injurious  species  the  family  has  an  im¬ 
portance  near  to  that  of  Noctuidce  and  Pyralidce,  and  deserves  very  care¬ 
ful  study.  The  number  of  new  species  obtained  by  rearing  shows  that 
there  is  a  large  field  for  work  and  systematic  collection  at  light  would 
yield  many.  For  descriptions  of  species  the  student  must  consult  especi¬ 
ally  Mey rick’s  papers  in  the  Journal  of  the  Bombay  Natural  History 
Society,  from  1904  onwards.  Three  papers  of  Stainton’s  are  valuable, 
in  which  he  describes  Indian  species  collected  or  reared  by  Atkinson. 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  n.  s.  Ill,  p.  301  [1856]  ;  loc.  cit. ,  n.  s.  Y,  p. 
Ill  [1858];  loc.  cit.,  3rd  ser.  ;  I,  p.  291  [1862].  There  is  otherwise 
little  with  regard  to  life- histories  on  record  and  we  have  referred  below 
to  the  common  species  reared  in  tropical  India. 

Gelechiince. — Fifty  species  are  recorded  from  India,  of  which  a  few 
have  been  reared  ;  Stainton  in  1856  described  9  species  of  this  sub -family 
obtained  in  Calcutta  by  Atkinson.  Depress  aria  ricini;  St.,  was  reared 
from  a  green  larva  with  black  head  which  rolled  the  edge  of  the  leaf 
of  Castor.  D.  zizyphi ,  St. ,  fed  on  the  ber  tree  ;  D.  ricinella,  St. ,  was  reared 
from  a  green  larva  with  black  head  and  prothoracic  shield,  also  found 
rolling  the  leaf  of  castor. 

Brachmia  ( Gelechia )  hibisci,  Stn. ,  fed  on  Hibiscus.  (See  Trans.  Ent. 
Soc.,  London,  n.  s.  V,  p.  Ill,  for  these  and  14  other  Tineidce).  It  has  been 
reared  on  bhinda  ( Hibiscus  esculentus )  in  Behar,  the  larva  living  under 
a  web  on  the  ventral  surface  of  a  leaf  and  feeding  on  the  lower  epidermis. 
It  pupates  in  webbed  leaves.  Brachmia  dilaticornis ,  Wals.,  is  a  brown 
moth,  large  for  a  Tineid,  whose  larva  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  gular  ( Ficus 
glomerata).  The  larva  grows  to  a  length  of  two-thirds  of  an  inch,  of  a 
sordid- white  colour,  with  deep  black  hairs  on  the  dorsal  and  lateral  sur¬ 
faces  ;  it  has  a  habit  of  curling  up  ventrally  on  being  touched,  showing 
the  intersegmental  constrictions.  The  full  grown  larva  forms  a  cocoon 
of  silk  and  hairs  in  a  rolled  up  leaf  ;  apparently  the  larvae  are  nocturnal 
in  habit  as  they  are  found  by  day  in  cracks  in  the  bark.  The  moth  has 
two  distinct  black  spots  on  the  forewing  ;  it  is  apparently  common, 
having  been  found  on  both  sides  of  the  Indian  continent. 

Y psolophus  includes  two  common  plains  species.  Y.  ochrophanes, 
Meyr.  ,  is  common  on  such  leguminous  plants  as  lucerne  ( Medicago  sativa), 
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and  Guar  bean  ( Cyamopsis  psoralioides).  The  larva  is  green,  smooth 
and  nearly  hairless,  with  small  lateral  black  spots,  and  black  head  and 
prothoracic  shield.  It  webs  together  two  top  leaves  and  lives  within, 
eating  holes  in  the  neighbouring  leaves.  It  is  a  common  insect  in  the 
rains.  Y.  evidantis ,  Meyr.,  has  a  similar  larva  that  lives  on  the  buds  and 
leaves  of  sissu  (Dalbergia  sissu),  webbing  the  leaves  together.  Pupation 
takes  place  either  between  two  leaflets  or  in  the  bark  of  the  tree.  The 
pupae  were  also  found  in  the  bark  of  babul  (Acacia  arabica) ,  but  it  is  not 
known  that  the  larva  feeds  on  this  plant. 

Anarsia  ephippias ,  Meyr.,  has  a  similar  life-history  and  feeds  on 
groundnut  (Arachis  hypogea).  It  has  been  found  only  in  the  rains  and 
may  have  wild  foodplants,  probably  Leguminosce .  It  is  figured  in  all 
stages  in  Plate  LVI.  Anarsia  melanoplecta ,  Meyr.,  was  described  from 
a  single  specimen  reared  from  a  larva  that  bores  down  the  green  shoot 
of  mango ;  its  tunnel  extends  along  the  centre  of  the  shoots  till  it 
reaches  the  limit  of  the  new  soft  growth.  It  then  pupates,  after  prepar¬ 
ing  an  emergence  hole,  in  a  cocoon  of  silk  and  frass. 

Anacampsis  nerteria ,  Meyr.,  is  the  groundnut  pest  of  Ceylon  and 
South  India,  found  also  in  the  Sundarbans.  The  forewing  is  narrower, 
more  bronzy  in  colour,  with  a  light  costal  mark  near  the  apex.  The  pest 
has  been  studied  by  Green  in  Ceylon  who  comments  on  the  resemblance 
of  the  egg  in  miniature,  to  the  groundnut  itself.  This  insect  is  a  serious 
pest,  not  yet  known  in  Northern  India,  but  likely  to  spread  there.  The 
larva  is  leaf  mining  and  comes  out  to  pupate  in  webbing  between  the  two 
sides  of  a  leaflet.  It  breeds  also  in  Psoralea  corylifolia. 

Gelechia  gossypiella ,  Saund.,  was  described  by  Saunders  in  1843 
from  specimens  sent  from  Broach,  The  larva  is  the  notorious  pink 
bollworm  of  India,  Ceylon,  Burmah,  Straits  Settlements  and  East 
Africa,  whose  life-history  is  discussed  in  Indian  Insect  Pests  and  the 
Agricultural  Journal  of  India  (Yol.  I,  No.  1).  The  larva  bores  into 
cotton  bolls  and  feeds  upon  the  oily  seeds. 

Gelechia  tamaricella,  Zell.,  is  an  European  species  bred  from  Jhau 
(Tamarix  gallica)  in  Behar.  The  larva  webs  together  several  twigs, 
living  inside  this  shelter  and  feeding  on  the  dry  leaves.  Gnorimoschema 
heliopa,  Low.,  is  another  widespread  insect,  whose  larva  bores  in  the 
stems  of  tobacco  and  other  solanaceous  plants.  It  is  a  widespread  pest 
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PLATE  LVI. — Anarsia  Ephippias. 
Ground-nut  Leaf  Roller. 

Fig.  1.  Larva. 

,,  2.  Diagram  of  hairs  on  second  and  third  abdominal  segments 

of  larva. 

,,  3.  Habitation  of  the. larva  on  ground-nut  shoot  ( Arachis  hypogea) 

after  the  larva  has  left  it  and  has  pupated. 

4.  Pupa. 

,,  5.  Pupa  fixed  to  the  leaf. 

”  i  Imago. 


GROUND  NUT  LEAF  ROLLER. 
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in  India,  the  larva  causing  swellings  of  the  stems  of  young  tobacco  plants. 
The  moth  lays  a  single  egg  on  the  leaf  stalk,  the  emerging  larva  boring 
down  through  the  leaf  stalk  to  the  stem  in  which  it  lives.  Pupation 
takes  place  inside  the  stem,  the  full  grown  larva  preparing  an  exit  hole 
through  which  the  moth  can  escape.  An  account  will  be  found  in  the 
Agricultural  Journal  of  India,  Yol.  Ill,  No.  1.  Binsitta  niviferana,  Wlk., 
is  a  remarkable  species  of  comparatively  large  size  with  very  large  up- 
curved  palpi,  the  forewings  snow-white  with  dark-markings,  the  hind- 
wings  yellow.  The  larva  is  a  borer  in  the  twigs  of  simul  ( Bornbax  mala- 
baricum),  entering  at  the  leaf-axil  and  tunnelling  in  the  centre  of  the 
shoot :  it  is  a  profuse  producer  of  silk  ;  there  are  five  pairs  of  forelegs 
and  little  adaptation  to  the  boring  life.  When  full-fed  the  pupa 
emerges,  spins  a  pad  of  silk  and  pupates  openly  on  the  branch  or  leaf  ; 
it  is  firmly  attached  by  the  many  hooks  of  the  cremaster  and  closely 
resembles  a  Lycsenid  pupa  ;  there  is  no  girdle  but  in  shape  it  is  like 
a  Lycsenid  pupa  and  is  quite  naked  and  roughened.  The  moth 
rests  by  day  openly  on  leaves  and  very  closely  mimics  a  bird’s  excre¬ 
ment.  This  remarkable  insect  is  not  uncommon  in  the  plains,  the  larvse 
being  found  in  July.  Bingham  figures  a  pupa  and  imago  of  B.  barrowi , 
Bingh.,  found  on  the  same  tree  at  Maymyo.  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London, 
1907,  p.  177.)  Phthorimcea  operculella,  Zell.  (Lita  solanella),  is  the 
destructive  potato  moth  of  the  Mediterranean,  United  States,  America 
and  India.  The  life-history  is  shown  on  Plate  LVII.  It  is  almost 
certainly  an  importation  to  India  with  seed  potatoes  and  has  spread 
over  Bombay,  the  Nilgiris,  the  Central  Provinces  and  as  far  East  as 
Patna.  The  larva  mines  in  the  leaves  of  the  growing  plant  or  bores  in 
the  tubers  and  the  pest  attacks  both  the  growing  plant  and  the  stored 
tubers,  being  thus  extremely  destructive  as  the  seed-potatoes  kept 
from  one  season  to  another  are  destroyed.  Epithectis  studiosa,  Meyr., 
feeds  as  a  larva  in  dried  herbarium  plants  in  Ceylon  (Meyrick). 
Sitotroga  cerealella ,  01.,  is  recorded  from  Kulu,  as  attacking  maize 
cobs.  It  is  widespread  in  India  attacking  stored  cereals,  rice 
especially. 

X glory ctince. — Thirty-one  Indian  species  have  besn  recorded  by  Mey¬ 
rick,  mainly  from  the  hills.  Antram  has  reared  Metathrinca  simbleuta , 
Meyr.,  from  branches  of  tea  (Meyrick).  Nephantis  serinopa,  Meyr.,  has 
proved  a  serious  pest  to  palms  in  Ceylon  and  South  India,  the  black- 
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headed  caterpillar  stripping  the  leaves.  Procometis  (Hyostola)  trochala . 
Meyr.,  is  a  very  large  moth  for  a  Tineid,  of  the  colour  and  form  of  a 
Galleriid  moth,  reared  from  larvae  found  feeding  upon  the  dry  fallen 
leaves  of  sugarcane.  The  larva  fixes  two  leaves  together  with  silk  and 
lives  within,  moving  gradually  along  and  placing  cross  threads  as  it 
goes,  so  that  its  excrement  is  caught  in  the  threads  and  the  path  of 
the  larva  can  be  traced  for  over  a  foot  between  the  leaves.  It  feeds 
on  the  dry  leaf  and  pupates  between  the  webbed  leaves. 

CEcophorince. — Six  Indian  species  are  described.  This  sub-family 
is  notable  for  including  a  species  commonly  found  upon  lac  in  India, 
Hypatima  (Blastobasis)  pulverea,  Meyr.,  having  been  reared  from  Bengal 
lac  and  occurring  as  a  serious  enemy  to  this  valuable  crop,  with  the  various 
species  of  Eublemma.  The  larva  feeds  not  only  in  the  insect  on  the  tree 
but  in  the  dry  shellac  on  the  cut  stick  and  it  is  necessary  to  fumigate 
the  rains  crop  of  lac  to  free  it  of  the  caterpillars,  unless  it  is  immediately 
scraped  and  manufactured.  (See  Agric.  Journ.  India,  111,  No.  2.) 

Stenomince. — Four  species  of  Agriophora  are  recorded  by  Meyrick, 
of  which  Agriophora  rhombota,  Meyr.,  is  injurious  to  the  tea  plant.  (An- 
tram). 

Copromorphince. — This  includes  two  species  of  Copromorpha  de¬ 
scribed  by  Meyrick  from  Assam. 

Elachistince. — Less  than  twenty  species  of  these  small  moths  are 
recorded  from  India.  Laverna  mimosce ,  St.,  is  one  of  Atkinson’s  finds 
in  Calcutta,  the  larva  feeding  on  the  seeds  of  Mimosa  (?  Acacia)  ardbica. 
Stagmatophora  promacha,  Meyr.,  was  reared  from  a  leaf  mining  larva 
found  in  Phaseolus  mungo  /  the  orange  larva  pupates  in  a  thin  cocoon 
of  white  silk.  Stagmatophora  coriacella,  Meyr.,  is  a  tiny  red-brown  moth, 
which  can  be  bred  in  abundance  from  dry  cotton  seeds  left  too  long  on 
the  plant.  The  caterpillar  is  red,  not  unlike  that  of  Gelechia  gossypiella, 
only  smaller  and  deeper  coloured,  and  it  is  not  found  in  the  green  boll 
or  in  unripe  seed,  as  is  this  latter,  and  so  is  not  destructive.  We  have 
reared  this  from  cotton  seed  from  many  parts  of  India,  and  I.  H.  Burkill 
sent  it  in  from  Amherst,  Burma. 

The  Tincegeriidce  of  the  Fauna  of  India,  Vol.  I,  are  included  by 
Meyrick  in  Elachistince .  These  small  moths  are  among  the  abundant 
insects  of  the  plains,  seen  flying  by  day  or  sitting  upon  plants  in  the 
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TH8  POT  ATO  Ml  j  TE 


PLATE  LVII. — Phthorimaea  Operculella  (Lita 


Solanella). 
Potato  Moth. 


Fig..  1.  A  potato  plant  showing  injury  caused  by  the  larvae. 

,,  2.  Moth  resting  on  plant. 

,,  3.  Potato  tuber  showing  evidences  of  caterpillar  attack  in  the 

masses  of  excrement  at  the  eyes.  A  cocoon  on  the  tuber. 

„  4.  Potato  tuber  cut  open  to  show  damage  caused  by  caterpillar. 

5.  Potato  tuber  showing  the  track  of  the  caterpillar  and  the 
pupa. 

,,  6.  Young  larva. 

„  7.  Imago,  male. 


female. 


,,  10.  Pupa. 

,,  11.  Adult  larva. 

,,  12.  Eggs  deposited  at  the  eye  of  a  potato  tuber. 


THE  POTATO  MOTH, 


Engraved  and  printed  <■ 
by  Zhe  Calcutta  phototype  Co. 
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open.  They  superficially  resemble  Tineids,  but  are  brightly  coloured 
and  are  not  crepuscular.  The  long  hindlegs  are  held  up  in  a  striking 
manner  when  the  little  insect  is  at  rest  and  one  may  commonly  see  the 
moths  coupling  on  the  top  leaves  of  a  plant.  There  are  four  Indian 
species  mentioned  by  Hampson,  of  which  two  are  common  in  the 
plains.  (Edematopoda  clerodendronella,  S  taint.,  has  the  forewing  red, 
the  hindwing  orange.  The  larva  feeds  on  Clerodendron,  of  which 
several  species  are  common  in  waste  lands,  webbing  together  the  top 
leaves.  (See  Stainton,  Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1856,  p.  125.)  It  has 
been  reared  on  Clerodendron  infortunatum  and  Anisomeles  ovata ;  the 
larva  is  brownish,  with  few  short  hairs  and  webs  up  the  top  of  the 
shoot ;  it  pupates  in  a  thin  silk  cocoon  in  the  bunch  of  leaves,  the 
moth  emerging  inside  the  cocoon.  It  is  found  in  the  hot  weather  and 
rains  in  the  plains.  0.  cypris,  Meyr.,  was  reared  from  a  colony  of  lac, 
(Tachardia  albizzice )  in  Ceylon  (Green).  Eretmocera  impactella,  Wlk., 
is  far  more  common  ;  the  forewing,  thorax  and  legs  are  metallic  blue 
with  yellow  spots,  the  abdomen  yellow  with  a  dark  band.  Stathmopoda 
(iEoloscelis)  theoris,  Meyr.,  was  reared  from  dark  coloured  slender  larvae 
found  feeding  in  sunflower  heads ;  the  larva  has  a  black  head  and 
prothoracic  shield,  the  body  naked,  black,  with  five  pairs  of  prolegs  ; 
the  sunflower  seeds  do  not  appear  to  be  eaten,  but  the  dried  remains  of 
the  flowers.  Pupation  took  place  in  the  head  between  the  seeds.  The 
moth  is  a  slender  insect,  with  narrow  yellowish  wings,  the  apical  two- 
thirds  brown. 

Chlidanotince. — A  small  number  of  species  known  as  yet  only  from 
Ceylon. 

Gracilariince. — This  sub-family  has  recently  been  listed  by  Meyrick 
(Journ.  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  XVIII,  No.  4),  with  41  species  recorded 
from  India.  Lithocolletis  triarcha ,  Meyr.,  has  been  reared  from  larvae 
mining  the  leaves  of  tree-cottons  in  the  plains.  The  larva  is  flattened 
but  has  legs  and  five  pairs  of  suckerfeet ;  the  mine  is  visible  on  the  lower 
surface  of  the  leaf  and  the  pupa  is  found  in  it.  The  moth  is  very  small, 
with  brown  forewings  bearing  three  oblique  silvery  bands.  L.  bauhinice, 
Stn.,  was  bred  in  Calcutta  by  Atkinson,  who  describes  the  larva  as  mining 
the  leaf  of  Bauhinia  purpurea  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  London,  1856,  p.  301. 
Acrocercops  (Conopomorpha)  tricyma ,  Meyr.,  is  a  tiny  white  and  brown 
moth,  whose  larva  mines  the  leaf  of  Kakaronda  (Blumea  bals amif era) , 
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as  many  as  four  or  five  tiny  green  larvae  being  found  in  one  mine.  The 
pupa  is  in  a  silken  cocoon  in  the  mine,  the  moths  emerging  in  April  and 
May.  A.  telestis ,  Meyr.,  was  reared  from  a  leaf-miner  of  Pitha  ( Trewia 
nudiflora)  in  Behar  and  A.  phalarotis,  Meyr.,  from  a  similar  leaf- miner 
in  Chichira  (Achyranthes  aspera).  A.  (Gracilaria)  terminalice,  Stn.,  was 
bred  by  Atkinson  from  larvae  mining  the  leaves  of  country  almond 
(■ Terminalia  catappa).  This  and  other  Indian  species  are  figured  by 
Stainton  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1862,  p.  291).  A.  (Gracilaria) 
orientalis,  Stn.,  was  described  from  specimens  reared  on  Bauhinia  by 
Atkinson  (loc.  cit.,  1856,  p.  301).  Gracilaria  octopunctata,  Meyr.,  is  a 
small  dark  moth  with  four  yellowish  spots  on  each  forewing  ;  the  larva 
rolls  the  small  leaves  of  sissu  (Dalbergia  sissu),  forming  a  small  mass  of 
often  dry  leaves  in  which  it  lives  and  pupates.  The  pupa  is  sometimes 
in  a  web  of  very  white  glistening  silk  on  a  leaflet.  Gracilaria  theivora, 
Wlsm.,  is  a  pest  to  tea  in  India  and  Ceylon;  the  larva  mines  and  rolls 
the  leaf.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  II,  49.) 

PlutellincB.  Over  twenty  species  are  recorded  from  India,  largely  by 
Meyrick.  Simcethis  orthogona ,  Meyr.,  has  been  reared  on  Sahra  ( Psoralia 
corylifolia)  in  Behar;  the  larva  is  green  with  a  brown  head  and  a  row 
of  black  tubercles  on  each  side  of  the  body:  it  feeds  on  the  leaf, 
pupating  under  a  slender  white  cocoon  on  the  leaf ;  it  is  common  yearly 
in  July.  Phy codes  radiata,  Ochs.,  is  a  rather  conspicuous  moth,  common 
in  the  plains  (Plate  LII,  figs.  7-10).  The  larva  is  a  leaf-roller,  feeding  on 
pi  pal  ( Ficus  religiosa)  and  other  wild  figs  as  well  as  on  the  cultivated 
fig  (Ficus  carica).  It  pupates  either  on  the  leaf  or,  if  before  winter,  on 
the  bark,  making  a  stiff  oval  cocoon,  flat  and  shiny.  During  winter  it 
hibernates  as  a  larva  or  pupa,  moths  emerging  in  April  when  there  is 
another  brood.  Brenthia  buthusalis,  Wlk.,  is  a  delightful  moth  with 
broad  wings  delicately  crumpled,  which  is  found  sitting  on  Marigold 
flowers  during  November  and  December  ;  it  is  comparatively  common, 
not  easy  to  capture  as  it  flies  with  a  quick  dancing  motion  when  dis¬ 
turbed.  Plutella  maculipennis ,  Curt.,  the  Diamond-back  moth,  is  com¬ 
mon  on  Cruciferous  crops  during  the  cold  weather,  especially  in  veget¬ 
able  gardens.  It  is  an  almost  cosmopolitan  insect  and,  in  India,  spends 
the  hot  weather  and  rains  as  a  resting  imago  in  shelter. 

Tineince . — About  twenty  species  are  recorded  from  India,  a  very 
small  proportion  probably  of  those  occurring  there.  Leucoptera  spheno - 
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grapta,  Meyr.,  is  a  tiny  white  moth,  the  narrow  forewing  tinged  with 
ochreous  at  the  apex  and  with  a  distinct  black  apical  spot  and  fuscous 
bars.  The  larva  is  a  miner  in  the  leaf  of  sissu  (Dalbergia  sissu)  and  is 
at  times  extremely  destructive  to  young  plants.  The  moth  is  curiously 


Fig.  345— Plutella  maculipeknis.  [I.  M.  N.] 

abundant  in  the  cold  weather  when  the  leaves  of  the  sissu  fall,  great 
numbers  collecting  in  bushes,  plants,  wherever  there  is  cover  ;  at  dusk 
they  come  out  and  fly  about.  When  the  sissu  puts  out  young  leaves 
in  February,  they  lay  their  eggs,  a  single  small  egg  on  each  leaflet. 
Tineids  are  not  often  a  marked  feature  of  the  insect  life  of  the  plains, 
but  this  species  cannot  fail  to  be  noticed  in  January  and  February, 
where  this  tree  grows  abundantly.  Crypsithyris  longicornis,  Stn., 
is  the  moth  whose  larva  lives  in  the  little  oval  case  found  commonly 
on  plastered  walls  in  Indian  houses  ;  the  case  is  of  fragments  and 
apparently  spiders’  webbing  woven  up  with  silk  and  the  larva  moves 
slowly  along  the  wall.  Its  nourishment  is  apparently  the  size  in  the 
whitewash  or  some  similar  organic  material.  The  pupa  is  in  the  case 
which  is  then  hung  from  the  ceiling  by  a  thread,  the  pupa  emerging 
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at  the  upper  end  for  the  moth  to  escape.  This  species  is  attacked  by 
Hymenopterous  parasites.  The  larva  of  Opogona  chalinota,  Meyr., 
feeds  in  the  dry  stem  of  Gurur  ( Polypodium  quercifolium),  reducing 
it  to  a  mass  of  trass  and  dust  amongst  which  the  full  grown  larvae 
pupate  in  white  silken  cocoons,  covered  with  frass  and  dust.  The 
larvae  were  found  in  January,  the  moths  continuing  to  emerge  from  the 
1st  February  to  11th  March.  Green  found  the  larvae  of  Opogona  chala- 
nitis ,  Meyr.,  in  the  fungus  beds  of  termites  in  Ceylon.  Setomorpha 
tineoides,  Wals.,  is  not  uncommon  in  dried  tobacco  leaves  in  India,  and 
may  do  a  considerable  amount  of  damage  if  neglected  (Plate  XXVIII, 
fig.  10).  S.  rutella,  Zell.,  is  recorded  as  attacking  blankets  in  Calcutta, 
Tinea  pachyspila ,  Meyr.,  as  living  in  a  case  on  woollens  and  furs  in 
bungalows  in  Ceylon  (Meyrick),  and  Tinea  tapetzella,  Linn.,  was  reared 
from  wool  in  Calcutta.  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  III,  5,  66.)  Walsingham 
described  a  species  as  Ereunetis  seminivora ,  which  was  bred  from  pods 
of  Cassia  occidentalis  in  Bengal.  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  IV,  107.) 
The  moth  is  dark  chocolate  brown  with  a  pale  ochreous  band  from 
base  to  apex  of  wing  ;  the  position  of  this  species  was  uncertain 
owing  to  lack  of  material  and  until  the  species  is  found  again,  must 
remain  doubtful.  Tischeria  ptarmica ,  Meyr.,  is  recorded  as  mining  in 
the  leaves  of  ber  (Zizyphus  jujuba),  at  Puri,  as  many  as  twenty  larvae 
in  one  leaf  (Meyrick,  Rec.  Ind.  Mus.,  II,  399). 

Dasyses  rugosellus,  Stn.,  is  recorded  as  living  in  wood  in  India  and 
Ceylon.  (Indian  Mus.  Notes,  V,  103.)  It  has  been  reared  from  larvae 
found  in  mango  and  gular  bark,  as  also  in  the  frass  of  a  Cerambycid 
borer  in  mango.  It  pupates  in  a  silken  cocoon  in  the  dust  or  bark,  the 
pupa  wriggling  partly  out.  Strepsipleura  cheradota ,  Meyr.,  is  a  small 
brownish  moth  reared  from  larvae  found  rolling  the  leaves  of  the  pipal 
(Ficus  religiosa). 

Adelince. — One  species  of  Adela  and  ten  of  Nemotois  from  sub-tropical 
India  are  included  herein. 

Collecting. — Every  Tineid  is  worth  collecting  and  pinning  at  once 
if  it  be  in  good  condition.  The  wings  need  not  be  set,  but  those  of  one  side 
at  least  must  be  separated  from  the  body  and  from  each  other  to  admit 
of  study.  The  finest  silver  pins  on  pith  must  be  used.  Besides  collect¬ 
ing,  much  rearing  has  to  be  done  and  every  one  reared  is  a  gain.  Larvae 
are  not  always  easy  to  find,  but  chance  throws  them  in  the  way  of  a  col- 


HEPIALIDiE. 


541 


lector  who  is  looking  for  them  and  nothing  else,  Meyrick’s  printed  in¬ 
structions  to  collectors  are  useful,  and  Kearfott  has  an  extremely  valuable 
series  of  papers  on  collecting,  pinning,  etc.,  in  the  Entomological  News 
(U.  S.  A.),  for  March,  April  and  June  1904.  Our  knowledge  of  the  group 
would  be  much  increased  if  there  were  workers  in  this  subject  alone  in 
so  favourable  a  field  as  India. 


These  are  large  moths  of 
peculiar  facies,  found  solely  in 
the  hills,  none  occurring,  or  very 
rarely,  at  low  elevations  or  in 
the  cultivated  pains.  They  are 
regarded  as  the  most  generalised 
of  existing  moths,  after  the 
Micropterygidce,  the  wings  being 
but  little  specialised.  The 
antennae  are  short  and  filifpnh7 
the  legs  short,  the  proboscis  not 
developed.  The  narrow  wings 
and  long  body  suggest  the 
Cossid  moth. 


So  far  as  known,  the  larvae 
are  borers  in  plants,  often  in 
roots.  Phassus  is  the  best  known 
genus  in  India,  with  several  large 
species.  Only  twelve  are  recor¬ 
ded  as  Indian.  Phassus  mala - 
haricus,  Mo.,  was  reared  from  a 
larva  boring  a  tea  bush  in  the 
Nilgiris  ;  the  moth  hangs  by  day 


Hepialim;. 


Both  wings  with  twelve  nervures , 
the  cell  of  the  hindwing  emitting 
more  than  6.  No  maxillary 
palpi  or  tibial  spurs. 


Fig.  346— Phassus  malabaricus  in- 
resting-  ATTITUDE  X  1. 
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by  its  forelegs,  with  the  wings  wrapped  round  it,  in  the  position  a 
flying  fox  or  bat  has.  The  larva  bored  down  the  root  of  the  tea  bush 
from  the  soil  level,  the  pupa  lying  in  the  bore  towards  the  opening. 


THYSANOPTERA — Thrips. 

Small  insects ,  with  two  fairs  of  narrow  fringed  wings. 

The  order  is  very  incompletely  known  in  India,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
small  size  of  the  insects  composing  it.  Our  common  forms  are  less  than 


one-tenth  of  an  inch  long,  of 
dull  colouring.  The  head  is 
short,  the  antennse  moderately 
long  and  inserted  on  the  ex¬ 
treme  front  of  the  head  ;  there 
are  compound  eyes  and  ocell 
and  the  inconspicuous  mouth- 
parts  are  on  the  under  surface 
of  the  head  towards  the  thorax. 
The  trophi  are  peculiar  and  in 
some  species  are  formed  for 
lacerating  the  epidermal  tis¬ 
sues  of  plants,  the  resulting 
sap  or  semi-liquid  matter 
forming  the  food.  In  a 
number  it  is  uncertain  to  what 
*use  the  trophi  are  put,  and 
it  is  stated  that  they  are  suc¬ 
torial  in  function. 


CP 

v 

Fig.  347— Thrips.  1— Egg.  2,  3- Nymphs. 
4— Resting  nymph.  5— Imago. 


The  thorax  and  abdomen  are  slender,  the  latter  tapering  to  the 
apex  ;  the  wings  are  often  reduced  or  absent — when  present  consisting 
of  a  slender  stiff  portion  bearing  a  fringe  of  hairs  on  one  or  both  sides. 
In  repose  they  are  carried  over  the  abdomen.  The  apex  of  the 
abdomen  is  either  composed  of  two  valves  or  of  a  tubular  structure  ;  in 
many  species  a  drop  of  liquid  issues  from  this  tubular  end  and  is  carried 
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on  long  hairs  until  deposited.  The  legs  are  formed  for  running,  are 
rarely  used  for  leaping,  and  terminate  in  a  one  or  two-jointed  tarsus 
and  a  peculiar  vesicle.  There  are  many  peculiarities  of  structure  in 
the  trophi,  tracheal  system,  etc.,  which  we  cannot  touch  on  here. 

Extremely  little  is  known  of  the  life- history.  Eggs  are  laid  in  or 
on  the  tissues  of  plants  (usually  leaves),  under  bark,  in  crevices  on  the 
soil  and  in  other  sheltered  situations.  There  are  said  to  be  three  moults 
in  the  life  of  the  emerging  nymph,  which  is  similar  in  general  structure 
to  the  adult ;  at  the  third  moult  the  insect  appears  with  external  wing 
lobes  and  rests  until  with  another  moult,  it  becomes  winged  and  mature. 
This  fourth  instar  is  then  an  intermediate  state  between  an  ordinary 
maturing  nymph  and  a  true  pupa.  Thrips  are  found  on  plants,  usually 
in  flowers  and  often  in  great  abundance.  Some  are  found  only  on  leaves 
and  they  may  cause  damage  to  plants  by  lacerating  the  epidermal  tissues 
and  gradually  destroying  the  leaves.  Others  are  found  only  in  flowers 
and  it  is  surmised  that  they  feed  upon  pollen.  In  Australia  some  are 
found  causing  galls.  A  large  number  are  also  found  under  bark  and 
in  turf.  Thrips  are  commonly  reckoned  among  injurious  insects  and 
Physopus  mbrocincta,  Giard,  is  a  serious  pest  to  cocoa  in  the  West 
Indies,  to  which  place  it  was  probably  introduced  from  Ceylon  ;  others 
are  injurious  to  cereals,  etc.,  in  Europe.  Two  cases  have  been  seen  in 
India  of  very  slight  injury  to  plants  by  thrips,  and  we  believe  these 
insects  are  commonly  harmless.  The  species  attacking  tea  in  Sikkim 
are  of  greater  importance  and  have  in  recent  years  done  much  damage. 

Uzel  observes  that,  while  in  some  species  both  sexes  occur,  in  some 
there  are  only  a  small  number  of  males,  the  majority  of  the  females 
reproducing  parthenogenetically  ;  in  others,  there  is  one  sexual  genera¬ 
tion  yearly,  while  in  a  number,  no  males  have  yet  been  found.  He  also 
notices  that  in  some  species  normally  wingless,  winged  females  or 
winged  forms  of  both  sexes  appear  occasionally,  for  the  purpose  of 
spreading  the  species  to  new  spots. 

The  monograph  of  this  order  by  Uzel  is  written  in  Bohemian  (with  a 
German  synopsis)  and  mentions  three  Indian  species  out  of  135  then 
known  (1895).  He  divides  the  order  as  follows; — - 
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1.  Female  with  an  ovipositor.  Wings  with  two  internal  and  one 
marginal  vein.  (Terebrantia). 

1.  Antennae  nine-jointed.  Ovipositor  curved  upwards.  Molothri- 

pidce. 

2.  Antennae  six  to  eight-jointed.  Ovipositor  curved  downwards. 

Thripidce . 

II.  Female  without  ovipositor.  Wings  veinless  or  with  one  short 
internal  vein.  Antennae  eight-jointed.  Body  flattened,  apex 
of  abdomen  tubular.  (Tuhulifera)  Phlceothripidce. 

The  recorded  Indian  species  are  members  of  the  last  family  ;  Idolo- 
thrips  halidayi,  Newm.  and  (?)  Phlceothrips  anacardii,  Newm.,  were 
described  from  specimens  found  on  Anacardium  in  Mysore,  while  (?) 
Phlceothrips  stenomelas,  Newm.,  was  found  in  Ceylon.  The  species 
described  as  Physopus  rubrocinctus ,  Giard.,  also  occurs  in  Ceylon  and 
belongs  to  the  Thripidce,  as  do  the  tea  thrips. 

Very  little  is  known  of  thrips  in  India,  though  they  occur 
commonly.  We  have  two  species  which  are  destructive  to  pulse  crops, 
but  they  have  been  found  only  once.  Another  is  known  to  attack 
opium,  a  fourth  is  recorded  as  attacking  turmeric  in  Madras.  (Indian 
Mus.  Notes,  I,  p.  109.) 

At  least  one  species  is  common  in  flowers,  the  flowers  of  Sann  Hemp 
(Crotalaria  juncea),  being  commonly  full  of  a  harmless  thrips.  Others 
have  recently  been  destructive  to  tea  in  Darjeeling  and  other  larger 
forms  have  been  found.  There  is  probably  a  considerable  number  of 
species  which  require  collecting  and  observing.  Specimens  should  be 
preserved  in  spirit,  as  they  are  useless  dry,  unless  exceptionally  large. 
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PLATE  LYIII. — External  Anatomy  of  a  Fly. 

Fig.  1.  Vertex. 

„  2.  Front. 

,,  3.  Fronto-orbital  bristles. 

,,  4.  Vibrissa. 

,,  5.  Palpi. 

j,  6.  Scutellum ;  the  part  lying  below  this  is  the  Mesonotum. 

,,  7.  Haltere. 

„  8.  Pre-apical  bristle. 

In  the  left-hand  figure  the  veins  of  the  wing  are  marked  thus  :  the 
Costa,  Sub-costa,  Cross-veins,  Anal  veins,  and  the  two  Basal  cells  are  black. 
The  four  Posterior  cells  are  lightly  dotted.  The  Radius  and  its  branches 
are  red,  the  Media  green,  and  the  Cubitus  blue. 
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DIPTERA.- (Flies.) 

By  F.  M.  Howlett. 

The  antennae  moderately  long  and  many-jointed,  or  quite  short  with 
few  joints  of  which  the  last  is  thick  and  bears  a  bristle-like  process. 
The  mouth-parts  for  sucking,  sometimes  for  piercing  also.  One  pair 
of  wings  (mesothoracic),  hyaline,  with  few  cross-veins,  occasionally 
hairy  or  scaly.  A  pair  of  metathoracic  halteres.  The  body  bristly, 
hairy,  scaly,  or  bare.  The  metamorphosis  complete;  the  pupa  may 
be  bare  with  the  limbs  free,  or  may  be  enclosed  within  the  last  larval 
skin.  The  length  of  the  imaginal  life  is  often  greater  than  the  larval, 
the  latter  frequently  very  short.  None  of  the  Diptera  are  very 
large,  and  many  are  very  small.  None  are  truly  social.  The  larvae 
are  without  feet  ;  a  large  number  are  parasitic  on  insects  and  a  few 
on  mammals  ;  very  many  others  are  scavengers,  while  some  are 
predators  and  herbivores;  many  are  aquatic.  The  adults  include 
very  many  flower-haunting  species  and  some  predators  and  blood¬ 
suckers. 

The  Diptera  are  separated  into  two  big  groups  corresponding  to  the 
way  in  which  the  pupa  or  pupa-case  splits  when  the  adult  insect  emerges. 

Those  families  in  which  there  is 
a  split  more  or  less  straight  down 
the  back  of  the  thorax  are  group¬ 
ed  together  as  ORTHORHAPHA 
(i.e.,  “  straightcrack  ”),  while  those 
in  which  the  split  runs  round 
the  end  of  the  pupa-case  (fig. 
348)  are  called  CYCLORHAPHA 
(i.  e.,  “  roundcrack  ”). 

Of  course  it  is  often  impos¬ 
sible  to  see  the  way  in  which 
any  particular  fly  escapes  from 
the  pupa,  and  these  divisions  would  be  useless  were  they  not  also 
indicated  by  other  characters  more  easily  observed.  The  Ortho- 
rhaphous  pupa  itself  differs  from  the  Cyclorhaphous  in  that  the  latter  is 
enclosed  in  the  last  larval  skin,  which  remains  surrounding  it  as  a 
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protecting  case,  the  pupa  and  its  case  together  being  called  a  c  4  pupa¬ 
rium.”  In  the  Orthorhapha,  with  few  exceptions  ( e.g .,  the  family 
Stratiomyidce),  we  find, 
on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  last  larval  skin  is 
completely  shed  and  cast 
aside,  leaving  the  pupa 
bare  and  unprotected ; 
in  such  pupae  the  limbs  Fi^  349“  apf^it-fly  (dacus)  emeiiging  fhom 

and  general  shape  of  the 

future  imago  can  be  seen,  while  in  the  Cyclorhaphous  puparium  all  these 
details  are  completely  concealed  by  the  hardened  and  contracted  larval 
skin  which  encloses  the  true  pupa.  This  difference  in  the  type  of  pupa 
is  associated  with  a  difference  in  the  way  the  fly  gets  out  of  it  :  in  the 
Orthorhapha  the  splitting  of  the  comparatively  weak  pupa-skin  is 
effected  by  what  we  may  call  44  hunching  the  shoulders,”  and  the  top 
of  the  thorax  is  the  part  of  the  fly’s  body  which  is  first  exposed.  The 
Cyclorhapha  employ  a  different  method,  perhaps  owing  to  the  less  yield¬ 
ing  nature  of  the  hardened  skin  which  surrounds  the  true  pupa.  In  order 
to  escape,  the  fly,  instead  of  trying  to  crack  this  skin  along  the  thorax, 
pushes  out  the  end  of  it  and  emerges  head  foremost.  To  push  out  the 
end  it  cannot  use  its  feet  and  limbs,  since  these  are  confined  mummy-like 
in  the  puparium,  but  it  gets  over  the  difficulty  by  the  help  of  a  very 
remarkable  structure,  in  the  shape  of  an  expansible  balloon  arising  from 
the  head.  When  inflated  with  liquid  from  the  body,  this  balloon  (called 
a  44  ptilinum  ”)  pushes  off  the  end  of  the  puparium  and  releases  the  fly, 
whose  escape  is  rendered  easier  from  the  shrinking  of  the  body  due  to 
the  absence  therefrom  of  the  liquid  used  to  inflate  the  balloon.  (Figs. 
349,  350.)  The  ptilinum  is  afterwards  deflated  and  disappears  into  the 
head,  leaving  the  scar  called  the  4 4  frontal  suture  ’  ’  as  evidence  of  its 
existence  (fig.  407).  All  flies  with  this  frontal  suture  are  Cyclorhapha. 

It  should  be  noted  that  three  families  ( Platypezidce ,  Pipunculidce  and 
the  big  family  Syrphidce)  are  included  in  the  Cyclorhapha  although 
they  do  not  possess  a  frontal  suture  :  they  are  therefore  known  as  Cyclor¬ 
hapha  44  Aschiza  ”  (i.e.,  without  suture),  being  classed  with  the  Cyclor¬ 
hapha  because  of  the  mode  of  splitting  of  the  pupa-case  as  well  as 
by  the  form  of  the  antennae  and  by  their  possessing  a  small  but  sys- 
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tematieally  important  structure  in  the  shape  of  a  minute  sclerite  just 
above  the  base  of  the  antennae,  called  the  frontal  lunule  (fig.  405)  which 

is  characteristic  of  all  the  Cy- 
clorhapha.  Apart  from  these 
three  families  the  rest  of  the 
Cyclorhapha  consists  of  a  vast 
number  of  species  possessing 
both  lunule  and  suture,  and 
hence  known  as  Cyclorhapha 
4  4  Schizophora  5  ’  (he..;  4 'pos¬ 

sessing  suture  ”).  House-flies 
and  blue  bottles  belong  to 
this  group.  The  Cyclorhapha 
as  a  whole  are  also  distinguish¬ 
ed  by  their  antennae  having 
not  more  than  three  joints,  the 
third  joint  showing  no  signs  of 
being  segmented  or  made  up  of 
more  than  one  piece,  while  it 
bears  on  its  upper  side  an 
“arista”  (fig.  351)  which  is 
quite  thin  and  hair-like  and 
frequently  plumose  or  pube¬ 
scent.  The  palpi  are  unjoint¬ 
ed.  The  Cyclorhapha  are 


Fig.  350,— Head  of  muscid  (cyclorhapha)  just 

EMERGED  FROM  PCPARIUM,  SHOWING  ABOVE 
THE  ANTENNiE  THE  HALF- DEFLATED  “  FiTLI- 
NUM.” 


thus  divided  into  two  groups,  the  Aschiza  and  Schizophora.  The 
Grthorhapha  are  likewise  divided,  but  here  the  division  is  based 
mainly  on  the  structure  of  the  antennae.  The  first  group,  the 
Grthorhapha  “  Nemocera  ”  (i.e.,  “thread  horn”),  generally 

have  4-jointed  palpi  and  long  antennae  usually  composed,  of  a  dozen  or 
more  similar  freely-jointed  segments,  while  the  second  group,  the  Grtho¬ 
rhapha  Brachycera  (i.e.,  “  short-horn  ”)  have  palpi  of  not  more  than 
two  joints,  and  short  antennae  which  show  various  grades  between  the 
many- jointed  Nemoeerous  antennae  such  as  that  of  mosquitos  or  Simu- 
lium  (fig.  351)  and  the  simple  short  three-jointed  antenmc  of  the  Cyclo¬ 
rhapha.  From  the  Oyciorhaphous  antennae  those  of  the  Grthorhapha 
Brachycera  differ  in  that  they  usually  show  pretty  clearly  that  what 
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may  look  like  the  third  joint  and  its  continuation  (arista)  is  really  made 
up  of  several  joints  or  segments  joined  together.  It  may  be  noted  that 
when,  as  in  many  Brachycera,  the  “  arista  ”  is  thick  and  terminal,  it 
is  generally  called  a  “  style,”  to  distinguish  it  from  the  very  thin 
usually  dorsal  arista  of  the  Cyclorhapha. 

Putting  what  has  been  said  above  into  tabular  form,  we  have — 


Orthorhapha,  with  pupa  generally 
free,  the  fly  emerging  by  a  split 
along  the  top  of  the  thorax. 


Cyclorhapha,  with  pupa  enclosed 
in  last  larval  skin,  the  end  of  this 
being  burst  open  by  the  fly  on  em¬ 
erging. 


(1)  Nemocera  including  mosqui¬ 
tos,  gnats  and  the  like,  with  many- 
jointed  antennae  and  four  or  five- 
jointed  palpi. 

(2)  Brachycera  including  the  big- 
horse  flies  ( ‘  ‘  Dans  ’  ’ )  and  a  variety 
of  others,  with  palpi  of  not  more 
than  two  joints  and  antennae  of 
various  forms  intermediate  between 
Nemocera  and  Aschiza,  but 
generally  showing  at  least  traces 
of  more  than  three  joints  or  seg¬ 
ments. 

(3)  Aschiza  including  many 
hovering  flower-flies,  with  frontal 
lunule  but  without  frontal  suture. 
Antennae  simple,  3-jointed  with 
arista.  Palpi  unjointed. 

(4)  Schizophora  including  house¬ 
flies,  bluebottles,  etc.,  with  lunule 
and  suture.  Antennae  simple,  3- 
jointed  with  arista,  as  in  Aschiza. 
Palpi  unjointed. 


To  these  we  will  now  add  two  more  groups,  whose  members  can 
generally  be  recognized  without  difficulty. 

(5)  Pupipara  including  the  well- 
known  crab-like  dog-flies.  Parasitic 
sometimes  wingless  insects  of 
curious  shapes,  flattened,  with  lea¬ 
thery  skin.  They  lay  no  eggs,  but 
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produce  their  young  as  larvae  or 
pupae. 

(6)  Siphonaptera,  Fleas.  Parasi¬ 
tic  wingless  jumping  insects  with 
narrow  flat-sided  bodies  and  lea¬ 
thery  skin. 

These  two  groups  are  so  much  modified  in  accordance  with  their 
parasitic  mode  of  life  that  they  are  easily  distinguished  from  other 
Diptera,  and  we  shall  at  present  consider  only  the  first  four.  The  classi¬ 
fication  of  these  given  above  depends  on  the  structure  of  antennae,  palpi, 
and  head,  but  there  is  another  character,  the  venation,  which  is  of  con¬ 
siderable  importance  (See  p.  553). 

The  life-histories,  while  very  various  in  detail,  exhibit  a  general 
broad  similarity.  The  larvae  in  the  Nemocera  are  mostly  aquatic  or 
inhabit  wet  places,  the  former  usually  developing  into  floating  pupae. 
Very  few  of  the  larvae  are  predaceous,  most  of  them  being  vegetarians 
or  scavengers,  and  the  imagos  are  in  many  cases  blood-suckers  (Mos¬ 
quitos,  Midges,  Sandflies,  and  Simulium).  One  family,  the  Cecidomyiidce, 
includes  many  gall-makers.  The  larvae  of  the  Brachycera  are  only 
occasionally  semi-aquatic  or  aquatic  {e.g.,  Tabanidce,  the  horse-flies, 
and  Stratiomyidce)  and  are  mostly  either  predaceous  or  parasitic  on 
other  insects  ;  a  few  are  scavengers.  The  adult  Tabanids  suck  the  blood 
of  animals  ;  several  other  families  suck  the  juices  of  insects,  while  those 
flies  which  develop  from  parasitic  larvae  generally  frequent  flowers  and 
suck  nectar. 

In  both  the  Nemocera  and  Brachycera  most  of  the  larvae  have  a 
distinct  and  well-formed  head  which  is  clearly  separate  from  the  tho¬ 
racic  segments. 

The  larvae  of  Aschiza  and  Schizophora  are  of  a  different  type,  for  in 
these  the  head  is  very  small  and  either  habitually  retracted  or  poorly 
developed,  without  any  neck  or  distinctly  marked  division  from  the 
thorax,  while  the  jaws  are  generally  represented  by  two  small  hooks 
which  work  up  and  down,  and  not  horizontally  as  in  many  Nemocera- 
With  the  exception  of  some  Syrphidce  we  do  not  know  of  any 
predaceous  larvae  in  these  groups  ;  a  few  are  aquatic,  a  considerable 
number  attack  living  plants,  and  a  still  larger  proportion  are  scavengers 
or  are  parasitic  on  insects  or  mammals. 
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Excluding  the  aquatic  and  some  of  the  parasitic  forms,  the  general 
appearance  of  the  larva  is  much  the  same  in  the  great  majority  of  the 
species.  The  tail  end  is  thick  and  blunt,  bearing  two  chitinized  patches 
marking  the  openings  of  the  posterior  spiracles  :  from  the  tail  the  body 
tapers  toward  the  head,  which  is  quite  small,  eyeless,  and  furnished  with 
a  pair  of  downward-curving  hooklets  which  serve  as  jaws.  The  adults 
are  nearly  all  flower-flies  ;  a  few  are  predaceous  and  there  are  a  small 
number  of  species  which  suck  blood. 

If  we  except  the  Fleas,  Mosquitos,  Sand-flies,  and  perhaps  some 
Midges,  we  may  say  that  no  Diptera  appear  to  be  nocturnal.  Excepting 


the  predators  and  blood-suckers,  the  adults  frequent  either  flowers  or 
filth.  Hibernation  where  it  occurs  apparently  takes  place  most  often 
either  in  the  larval  or  pupal  condition,  but  sufficient  information  on  this 
point  has  not  yet  been  accumulated,  and  some  flies  (e.<7-,  Mosquitos) 
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are  known  to  hibernate  as  adults.  Not  much  is  known  about  the  past 
history  of  Diptera,  but  from  the  study  of  insects  preserved  in  amber  it 
appears  that  the  oldest  forms  are  among  the  Nemocera,  and  that  the 
Schizophora  are  of  much  more  recent  development.  Now  if  we  com¬ 
pare  these  two  groups  we  shall  see  that  development  has  largely  taken 
the  forms  of  reduction,  shortening  and  simplification  of  parts,  rather 
than  the  production  of  new  ones.  This  does  not  apply  to  the  ptilinum, 
which  is  an  organ  not  possessed  by  any  of  the  Nemocera,  but  it  does  apply 
especially  to  the  antennae,  palpi,  and  venation.  Fig.  351  represents 
two  antennae  of  Nemocera,  two  of  Brachycera,  and  one  of  Aschiza  and 
Schizophora.  The  possible  course  of  development  is  clearly  seen  where¬ 
by  a  nemocerous  antenna  might  in  course  of  time  be  modified  into  the 
compact  three-jointed  Muscid  pattern  (/). 

So  also  with  the  maxillary  palpi  (labial  palpi  are  very  rarely 
if  ever  present)  :  those  of  the  Nemocera  generally  have  four  joints,  the 
Brachycera  two  or  one,  the  Aschiza  and  Schizophora  always  one  only. 

The  question  of  venation  is  more  complex  (p.  553),  but  on  com¬ 
paring  the  wings  of  the  Nemocera,  Brachycera,  Aschiza,  and  Schizo¬ 
phora,  it  is  clear  that  the  main  characteristic  of  the  Schizophora  is  the 
comparatively  few  veins  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  wing  and  the  closing 
up  of  the  cells  near  the  base  (basals  and  anal).  In  the  Nemocera  the 
hind  part  of  the  wing  has  several  veins,  and  the  anal  cell  is  large  and 
open.  In  the  Brachycera  the  anal  cell  shows  signs  of  diminution,  and 
may  be  either  narrowed  at  the  margin  or  closed.  In  the  Aschiza  it  is 
always  closed,  though  often  large,  while  in  the  Schizophora  it  is  always 
closed  and  usually  quite  small.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  pointed 
out  that  though  what  has  just  been  said  is  true  on  the  whole,  yet  indi¬ 
cations  of  this  line  of  development  by  reduction  of  wing-veins  can  also 
be  traced  in  each  of  the  four  groups  taken  singly,  more  particularly 
among  some  of  the  smaller  Nemocera  and  Brachycera  ;  such  are  the 
Chironomidce,  some  Bihionidce  and  especially  Simulium  in  the  former 
group,  and  in  the  latter  some  Stratiomyidce,  Cyrtidce,  Dolichopodidce, 
and  especially  Phoridce.  The  same  tendency  towards  simplification  is 
met  with  in  the  larvae.  Speaking  in  a  general  way  one  may  say  that  the 
oldest  families  of  flies  are  probably  those  which  have  aquatic  or  semi- 
aquatic  larva)  with  distinct  head  and  eyes.  Such  larvae  are  the  rule 
among  the  Nemocera.  Bibionid  and  Mycetophilid  larvae,  though  not 
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aquatic,  cannot  endure  drought.  The  gall-making  Cecidomyiidce  are 
a  much  specialised  family  whose  larvae  are  in  no  way  aquatic. 

In  the  Brachycera  there  are  a  good  number  of  this  aquatic  or  semi- 
aquatic  type  among  the  more  primitive  families  ( Leptidce ,  Stratiomyidce 
and  Tabanidce),  but  most  Brachycerous  larvae  (Asilidce,  Therevidce,  etc.), 
live  on  land,  preying  on  such  insects  as  are  found  in  rather  damp  but  not 
very  wet  places  such  as  rotting  wood,  bark,  or  in  moss  or  earth  :  they 
are  active,  with  distinct  heads,  the  eyes  are  present  in  some  species  and 
absent  in  others,  and  the  antennae  are  not  so  well  developed  as  in  Nemo- 
cerous  larvae.  There  also  occur  in  this  group  a  large  number  of  para¬ 
sitic  larvae  ( Bombyliidce ),  but  these,  at  any  rate  in  their  later  stages,  are 
almost  incapable  of  motion  and  have  no  distinct  head,  jaws,  eyes  or 
antennae,  though  when  newly-hatched  the  larvae  may  be  very  active. 
Among  the  Aschiza  there  is  a  considerable  variety  in  the  form  and  habits 
of  the  larvae  ;  they  may  be  scavengers,  vegetarian,  predaceous,  parasitic 
or  commensal,  and  there  are  a  small  number  which  are  aquatic  [e.g., 
genus  Eristalis  in  family  Syrphidce  (fig.  404)],  but  in  spite  of  this  variety 
in  their  mode  of  life  the  head  is  never  well  developed,  and  the  eyes  and 
antennae  are  either  absent  altogether  or  extremely  small,  the  general 
shape  approaching  that  of  a  “  maggot.  ’ 5  Much  the  same  may  be  said 
of  the  larvae  of  Schizophora,  but  in  this  group  there  is  less  variety  in 
habit.  In  the  section  containing  what  are  probably  the  older  and  less 
recently  developed  families  (the  “  acalyptrate  muscoids  ”),  there  are  a 
few  aquatic  larvae  (e.g.,  Ephydridce,  Sciomyzidce) ;  and  of  the  rest  very  few 
if  any  are  truly  predaceous,  and  almost  all  feed  on  living  plants  or  are 
scavengers  or  parasites.  Simplification  of  form  has  here  been  carried 
to  an  extreme  (PL  LXVI,  &  figs.  424,  425),  the  head  and  sense-organs 
being  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  point.  The  probable  reason  of  this 
extreme  simplification  lies  in  the  shelter  and  protection  which  the 
larval  habits  ensure  :  living  as  these  larvae  do,  either  inside  plants, 
under  dung  and  decaying  matter,  or  as  parasites  in  the  bodies  of  insects 
and  other  animals,  they  have  little  need  of  any  organs  except  those 
which  enable  them  to  eat,  breathe  and  digest  ;  all  else  has  tended  to 
degenerate  and  disappear,  leaving  as  residue  the  typical  maggot,  a 
creature  admirably  adapted  to  succeed  in  its  own  simple  way  of  life. 

A  word  should  be  said  here  about  the  breathing  arrangements  of 
Dipterous  larvae  and  pupae.  The  devices  and  structures  which  they 
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PLATE  LIX. 


Typical  wings  of  various  families  of  Diptera. 
Mostly  copied  from  Comstock  and  VVilliston. 
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employ  to  obtain  oxygen  are  extremely  beautiful,  but  so  various  that 
we  cannot  attempt  any  general  account  of  them  ;  the  student  will  find 
a  great  deal  of  interesting  information  in  MialPs  “Aquatic  Insects,” 
and  further  knowledge  can  be  obtained  from  the  nearest  tank. 

The  typical  respiratory  system  of  the  Dipterous  larva  consists  of 
two  big  tracheal  tubes  running  from  tail  to  thorax,  connected  with  each 
other  by  cross-tubes  and  having  side  branches  to  the  lateral  spiracles. 
There  is  a  general  tendency  for  these  lateral  spiracles  to  degenerate,  so 
that  breathing  may  be  mainly  or  entirely  carried  on  by  the  anterior 
(prothoracic)  and  posterior  spiracles  only  ;  larvae  with  this  arrangement 
are  called  4  4  amphipneustic  ;  ”  in  many  larvae,  especially  in  aquatic 
species,  the  posterior  spiracles  alone  remain  functional,  and  then  the 
larvae  are  called  44  metapneustic.”  In  these  aquatic  forms  respiration  is 
often  carried  on  in  part  by  gill-processes,  generally  situated  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  body  (see  p.  131). 

Some  parasitic  larvae  ( Oestridce )  are  able  to  live  for  long  periods  in 
the  body  of  their  victim  without  any  air. 

Venation . — The  nomenclature  of  the  wing  4 ‘veins  ”  or  “nervures” 
has  for  long  been  a  source  of  confusion  to  the  student,  since  there  is  no 
one  authoritative  system  in  vogue.  The  most  satisfactory  is  that  of 
Comstock  and  Needham,  a  modified  form  of  which  we  have  therefore 
adopted.  Comstock’s  system  is  based  on  an  extensive  comparative 
study  of  the  development  of  the  veins  in  the  wings  of  a  large  number  of 
insects,  and  is  applicable  to  other  orders  besides  Diptera.  To  explain 
it,  we  will  take  as  an  example  one  of  the  common  large  horse-flies  ( Taba - 
nus),  shown  on  PL  LXII  (not  the  well-known  flat  brown  cattle  and 
dog-flies).  Forming  the  front  edge  of  the  wing  is  a  strong  vein  called 
the  Costa,  which  in  this  case  is  continued  right  round  the  edge  of  the 
wing.  Just  behind  it  is  the  subcosta,  which  joins  it  about  half-way  along 
the  front  edge  of  the  wing.  Just  near  the  base  of  the  wing  the  costa 
and  subcosta  are  connected  by  a  short  cross-vein,  the  humeral  cross-vein. 
Behind  the  subcosta  is  a  third  vein,  which  is  seen  to  be  single  near  the 
base  of  the  wing,  but  branches  towards  the  tip  into  four  separate  veins. 
This  vein  is  called  the  Radius,  with  its  branches,  first,  second,  third 
and  fourth  (counted  from  the  front).  Behind  the  radius,  and  connected 
with  it  by  a  little  cross-vein  in  the  middle  of  the  wing  (the  anterior  cross¬ 
vein),  is  the  Media,  which  divides  near  the  middle  of  the  wing  into  an 
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anterior  and  a  posterior  branch,  the  anterior  branch  having  an  offshoot 
(coming  off  nearer  the  edge  of  the  wing)  connected  with  the  posterior 
branch  by  a  small  cross-vein  (the  posterior  cross-vein ),  and  thus  com¬ 
pletely  enclosing  a  small  space  in  the  middle  of  the  wing.  This  enclosed 
area  is  called  the  Discal  cell.  Looking  again  at  the  basal  half  of  the 
wing,  we  see  behind  the  Media  a  vein  called  the  Cubitus,  dividing,  like 
the  Media ,  into  two  branches,  of  which  the  front  one  is  joined  by  a  little 
cross-vein  to  the  posterior  branch  of  the  Media.  The  other  (posterior) 
branch  of  the  Cubitus  coalesces,  before  it  reaches  the  edge  of  the  wing, 
with  the  anal,  the  sixth  and  last  longitudinal  vein. 

In  speaking  of  the  spaces  bounded  by  veins,  i.e.,  the  cells,  we  use  the 
following  names.  The  cell  between  the  costa  and  subcosta  is  the  Costal 
cell,  that  between  the  subcosta  and  radius,  the  subcostal.  Separating 
the  main  stem  of  the  radius  from  that  of  the  media  is  the  first  basal 
(bounded  on  the  outermost  side  by  the  anterior  cross- vein),  while  the 
second  basal  similarly  separates  the  media  from  the  cubitus.  The  cell 
between  the  cubitus  2  and  anal  vein  is  the  anal  cell,  which  in  this  case  is 
closed  before  the  margin  of  the  wing  is  reached  owing  to  the  coalescence 
of  the  cubitus  2  and  anal  veins.  The  cell  behind  the  anal  vein  is  the 
axillary. 

Taking  now  the  cells  bordering  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  wing,  the 
one  lying  next  to  the  subcostal  cell  on  its  outer  side  is  the  marginal  cell 


Fig.  352— Anopheles  wing,  after  nuttall  and  shipley. 

THE  VEINS  MEDIA  1  AND  MEDIA  2. 


The  crosses  indicate 


(between  the  first  two  branches  of  the  radius).  Next  behind  it  is  the 
ls£  submarginal,  and  behind  this  and  including  the  point  of  the  wing  is 
the  2nd  submarginal.  Along  the  edge  of  the  wing,  filling  up  the  space 
between  the  2nd  submarginal  cell  and  the  coalesced  cubitus  2  anal  vein, 
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five  cells  can  be  seen,  which  are  the  five  posterior  cells,  the  front  one  being 
called  the  first. 

On  comparing  the  figure  of  the  mosquito’s  wing  (fig  352),  we  see 
that  the  media  is  only  two-branched,  and  there  is  no  posterior  cross¬ 
vein,  and  thus  no  closed  discal  cell.  Also  the  cubitus  2  and  anal  veins 
do  not  coalesce,  but  remain  quite  separate,  leaving  the  anal  cell  open 
at  the  margin  of  the  wing. 

The  house-fly  type  of  wing  (fig.  423  &  PL  LXVIII)  has  diverged  a 
good  deal  from  that  exhibited  by  the  horse-fly  and  mosquito.  This  is 
thought  to  be  due  to  the  coalescence,  or  growing  together  inwards  from 
the  margin,  of  certain  veins  at  some  period  in  the  past  history  of  house¬ 
flies,  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  number  of  veins  apparently 
present. 

There  is  only  one  submarginal  cell  (i.e.,  the  radius  is  3 — instead  of 
4-branched).  The  media  is  2-branched,  the  first  branch  turning  up  so  as 
nearly  to  close  the  first  posterior  cell.  The  branching  of  the  media  occurs 
quite  near  the  base  of  the  wing,  and  the  posterior  cross-vein  is  rather  near 
the  margin,  so  that  the  discal  cell  is  large.  The  posterior  branch  of  the 
media  has  coalesced  along  nearly  its  whole  length  with  the  anterior 
branch  of  the  cubitus,  while  the  short  posterior  branch  of  the  latter  joins 
the  anal  vein  near  the  base  of  the  wing,  the  anal  cell  being  thus  quite 
short  (i.e.,  “closed  remote  from  the  margin”).  Just  behind  the  anal 
vein  is  a  small  second  anal  vein.  There  is  another  system  of  naming  the 
veins  which  is  very  often  used,  and  which  is  more  convenient  when 
dealing  with  the  specialized  wings  of  most  Cyclorhapha  ;  we  therefore 
give  it  for  comparison  and  reference.  The  names  of  the  cells  and  cross¬ 
veins  are  the  same  :  the  others  as  follows  : — 


Costa 

. . 

..  Costa. 

Subcosta 

. .  Auxiliary. 

Radius 

1 

. .  1st  Longitudinal. 

33 

2 

. .  2nd  Longitudinal. 

33 

3 

. .  3rd  Longitudinal  anterior  branch. 

33 

4 

. .  3rd  Longitudinal  posterior  branch. 

Media 

1 

. .  4th  Longitudinal  anterior  branch. 

2 

. .  4th  Longitudinal  posterior  branch. 

3 

. .  5th  Longitudinal  anterior  branch. 

Cubitus 

1 

. .  5th  Longitudinal  posterior  branch. 
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Cubitus  2  . .  Posterior  basal  cross-vein. 

Anal  . .  . .  6th  Longitudinal. 

Some  of  the  terms  here  used  in  describing  flies  may  need  expla¬ 
nation. 


Fig  353— Squamae  or  a  bluebottle,  seen 

FROM  THE  SIDE  AS  TWO  WHITISH  FLAPS 
COVERING  THE  HALTERE  ;  THE  OVAL  HEAD 
OF  THE  LATTER  IS  SHOWN  IN  THE  CENTRE 
OF  THE  FIGURE. 


Squamae  (fig.  353),  are  small  membranous  flaps  covering  the  little 
knobbed  rods  called  halteres  at  the  base  of  the  wing.  The  part  of  the 
head  between  the  eyes  and  above 
the  antennae  is  called  the  front, 
and  rows  of  bristles  down  its 
sides  are  called  the  fr onto -orbital 
bristles  (PL  LVIII).  A  large 
single  bristle  on  the  tibiae  some 
little  way  above  its  lower  end 
is  called  a  pre-apical  bristle . 

On  the  feet  the  two  outer  pads 
are  called  the  pulvilli,  the 
middle  one  the  empodium. 

The  study  of  Indian  Dip- 
tera  has  until  quite  recently 
been  much  neglected.  With 
the  exception  of  a  small  amount 

of  information  contained  in  Indian  Museum  Notes,  practically  no  record 
of  work  on  the  habits  and  life -histories  of  any  but  the  Culicidce  has  been 
found.  In  this  latter  family  the  student  will  be  greatly  helped  by  Giles’ 
“  Mosquitos  ”,  James  and  Liston’s  “Anopheles  of  India,”  the  latter 
with  excellent  plates,  and  Theobald’s  “Monograph  of  the  Culicidse,” 
together  with  other  more  scattered  literature.  Dr.  Speiser’s  writings  on 
Pupipara  contain  many  references  to  Asiatic  species,  and  those  parts  of 
“  Genera  Insectorum,”  which  refer  to  Diptera  will  be  found  useful  when 
they  are  available  for  reference.  For  the  rest,  Van  der  Wulp’s  “  Cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Diptera  of  S.  Asia  ”  (up  to  1896)  is  essential,  and  will  form 
the  basis  of  all  future  work.  In  it  will  be  found  references  to  former 
literature  and  to  the  original  descriptions  of  a  large  number  of  Asiatic 
species.  As  a  really  general  text-book  in  English  does  not  yet  exist,  a 
beginner  would  probably  do  best  with  the  just  published  edition  of 
Williston’s  excellent  “  N.  American  Diptera,”  remembering  that  it  treats 
only  of  American  species.  The  Indian  Museum  is  at  present  publishing 
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in  the  Museum  Records  the  results  of  a  revision  of  the  species  in  the 
Calcutta  collection,  and  these  will  be  extremely  useful  to  students  of  the 
systematic  side  of  the  subject.  Since  any  lists  of  species  at  present  known 
would  so  very  soon  be  useless  in  view  of  the  rapid  expansion  of  our 
knowledge  of  Indian  flies,  we  have  written  this  section  with  the  object  of 
giving  merely  a  general  introduction  to  their  study  and  some  slight  idea 
of  their  habits. 


ORTHORHAPHA  NEMOCRRA. 

PSYCHODIDiE. 

Very  small  hairy  moth-like  -flies .  Wings  broad  and  hairy,  meeting 
roof -like  over  the  body  as  in  moths,  except  in  Phlebotomince.  Ten 
longitudinal  veins,  without  the  usual  cross-veins.  Wings  often  clothed 
with  scales. 

These  curious  little  flies  are  often  seen  in  shady  rather  damp  places 
on  tree-trunks  or  bath-room  windows.  They  often  run  nimbly  about  in 
little  circles,  but  their  flight  is  feeble.  Their  vena¬ 
tion  is  remarkable  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  cross¬ 
veins,  except  near  the  base  of  the  wing.  The  larvae 
(fig.  356),  generally  live  in  wet  or  rotting  vegetable 
stuff  but  some  are  more  purely  aquatic,  with  a  short 
breathing  tube  at  the  tail,  while  in  some  species 
(Pericoma),  there  are  a  pair  of  anterior  spiracles  as 
well  as  a  posterior  pair,  the  latter  opening  into  a 
fringed  cup  rather  similar  to  that  possessed  by 
Culicids,  Strati omyiids,  and  several  other  aquatic 
larvse.  This  presence  of  functional  anterior  spiracles  is  a  rare  condition 
among  aquatic  larvae. 

Some  larvae  of  Psychodids  (fig.  355),  found  in  Brazil,  in  company 
with  those  of  B lepharoceridce ,  on  rocks  about  waterfalls,  show  a  curiously 
similar  adaptation  to  life  in  swiftly  running  water. 

The  normal  Psychodid  pupa  (fig.  357)  is  in  general  appearance  a 
good  deal  like  that  of  Lepidoptera,  with  the  addition  of  a  pair  of  ante¬ 
rior  horns  through  which  it  breathes  while  floating  in  the  water  or  lying 
in  damp  soil  or  decayed  vegetable  matter. 

There  are  very  few  genera  in  this  family,  but  a  considerable  number 
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of  species,  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  being  known  in  England.  Few 
are  yet  recorded  from  India  (Ind.  Mus.  Rec.,  Annandale  and  Brunetti), 
but  an  examination  of  the  walls  and  windows  of 
bath-rooms  soon  shows  that  the  insects  are  abun¬ 
dant  in  the  plains  as  well  as  the  hills.  Two 
species  are  very  common  at  Pusa  (fig.  356).  the 
larvae  of  both  being  aquatic  or  semi-aquatic, 
living  in  places  where  water  constantly  drips, 
or  in  holes  in  tree-stumps  and  similar  spots,  and 
feeding  on  green  algae  and  other  vegetable  matter. 

The  two  largest  genera  are  Psychoda,  in  which 
the  last  branch  of  the  Radius  ends  at  or  in  front 
of  the  wing-tip,  and  Pericoma  in  which  it  ends  pjg 
behind  it. 


Dr.  Annandale  has  made  the  interesting  dis¬ 
covery  that  Biflonema ,  a  genus  hitherto  known 


Larva  of  a 
Brazilian  psycho- 

PID  (AFTER  MULLER), 
ENLARGED. 


only  from  specimens 


found  in 
region. 


amber,  occurs  in  the  Himalayan 


The  chief  importance  of  the  family  depends 
on  the  fact  that  some  few  species  are  vigorous 
blood-suckers.  Until  comparatively  recently 
the  identity  of  these  flies  in  India  was  appa¬ 
rently  hardly  recognised,  though  one  species 
had  been  described  from  Ceylon,  but  in  reality 
these  Psychodidce,  belonging  to  the  genus  Phlebo- 
tomus,  form  the  bulk  of  those  annoying  insects 
which  are  known  as  “  Sand-flies  ”  and  univer¬ 
sally  condemned.  Specimens  have  been  taken 
FigGR8ov^LARVA  ofFPsy-  fr°m  a  variety  of  localities  from  Calcutta  to 
PusaDA  bengalensis’  the  Punjab  and  Bombay,  and  they  are  also 
widely  distributed  through  South  India  (N. 
Annandale).  The  females  alone  bite.  Their  small  size  gives  them  an 
advantage  over  Mosquitos,  since  they  are  able  to  walk  through  an  ordi¬ 
nary  mosquito-net  without  difficulty.  The  ankles  are  a  favourite  point 
of  attack,  and  the  flies  will  even  sometimes  crawl  under  the  bed-clothes 
in  their  lust  for  blood.  I  find  their  bite  peculiarly  irritating,  much 
more  so  than  that  of  the  common  mosquito  (Culex  fatigans),  and  it 
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Fig.  357— Pupa  of  Psyohoda 
BKN  GALEN SIS,  BRU.  PUSA. 


produces  a  small  red  swelling  which  may  persist  for  some  days.  They 
are  very  partial  to  babies.  I  have  hitherto  found  a  mixture  of  some 

kerosene  with  Hazeline  or  Lanoline  cream, 
the  only  really  good  preventive,  but  moder¬ 
ately  thin  socks  will  protect  the  ankles. 
The  flies  are  found  in  much  the  same  locali¬ 
ties  as  other  Psychodids,  especially  in  bath¬ 
rooms  (generally  in  shady  corners  near  the 
floor),  in  latrines,  under  piles  of  damp 
bricks  or  stones,  and  in  similar  damp  shady 
places  during  the  day.  They  are  fond  of 
hiding  behind  shutters  on  the  verandah, 
and  at  night  they  emerge  from  their  seclu¬ 
sion  to  bite.  They  differ  from  other  Psycho¬ 
dids  in  their  attitude,  the  wings  being  car¬ 
ried  divergent,  pointing  backwards  and 
upwards  (fig.  358).  The  sexes  are  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  large  and  complex  genital 
clasping-apparatus  of  the  male  (fig.  359),  the  termination  of  the  female 
abdomen  being  with¬ 
out  any  such  conspi¬ 
cuous  structures  and 
comparatively  simple. 

Copulation  generally 
seems  to  take  place  at 
night.  The  eggs  are 
laid  singly  or  in  small 
clusters,  and  number 
from  about  30 — 80  in 
different  species  ob¬ 
served.  The  larvae  are 
found  in  damp  earth, 
and  are  very  curious  ; 
they  have  a  large 
well-marked  head  with 
big  jaws  ;  the  body 

is  covered  with  toothed  spines,  perhaps  as  a  protection  from  enemies 
(similar  spines  also  occur  in  some  other  Psychodid  larvae),  and  the 


Fig.  358 


-Stacks  of  Phlebotomus. 
All  x  about  25. 
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posterior  end  of  the  body  is  furnished  with  some  processes  and 
bristles,  two  pairs  of  which  in  the  full-grown  larva  are  as  long  as  the 
body  and  head  together.  The  pupa,  found  on  the  damp  earth,  is  also 
remarkable  for  the  large  ridges  and  excrescences  on  the  thorax.  The 


Fig.  359— Male  genital  clampers  of  Phlerotomus. 

From  a  photomicrograph. 

egg,  larva,  pupa,  and  imago  are  shown  in  fig.  358.  The  length  of  the 

life-history  varies  from  a  month  in  the  hot  weather  to  six  to  eight  weeks 

or  more  in  the  winter  at  Pusa.  Real  hibernation  has  not  yet  been 

observed.  The  eggs  are  laid  usually  in  wet  and  dirty  places,  and  hatch 

in  about  six  days.  The  larvae  feed  on  semi-decaying  vegetable 

matter  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  then  pupate,  the  fly 

emerging  from  the  pupa  in  about  six  to  ten  days.  Some  half  a 

dozen  species  of  the  genus  are  known  from  India  ;  at  least  two  of 

these  seem  to  be  found  almost  all  over  the  country,  but  others  are  more 

restricted  in  their  range. 

Chironomim:.  Gnats ,  Midges . 

Small  mosquito-like  flies.  Antennae  plumose  in  the  male.  Ocelli  generally 
absent.  Proboscis  short.  Wings  often  hairy  but  not  scaled  as  in 
Culicidce.  Costa  reaching  only  to  tip  of  wing. 

These  flies  are  very  easily  confused  with  mosquitos,  but  with  the 
exception  of  one  group  of  genera  mentioned  below  they  are  entirely 
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inoffensive  creatures.  They  are  readily  distinguished  from  the  Culicidce 
by  their  short  proboscis  and  the  absence  of  scales.  In  the  Mosquitos 
the  hind  edge  of  the  wing  is  fringed  with  little  scales  and  bordered  by  the 
costal  vein,  while  in  the  Midges  there  are  no  scales  (though  the  wing 
may  be  hairy),  and  the  costa  stops  short  at  the  tip.  In  the  Chironomids 
the  veins  in  the  front  part  of  the  wing  are  often  much  more  strongly 
marked  than  those  behind,  just  as  in  the  Simuliids,  Bibionids,  Stratio- 
myids,  Hippoboscids,  and  Phorids.  In  their  resting  attitude  they  often 
raise  the  fore-legs  and  hold  them  up  in  front  of  the  head,  while  in  Mos¬ 
quitos  it  is  the  hind  legs  which  ate  raised  from  the  ground.  They  are 
very  frequently  observed  dancing  in  small  swarms  in  the  still  evening 
air. 

A  species  of  4  4  Ceratopogon  ’  ’  has  been  observed  at  Pusa  to  settle  in 
a  thick  swarm  of  several  hundred  individuals  on  the  underside  of  four 
or  five  leaves  of  a  Pipal  tree,  remaining  there  for  four  days  in  spite  of  a 
heavy  shower  of  rain.  Some  of  them  which  were  caught  and  kept  soon 
began  pairing,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  all  such  curious  assemblies, 
as  well  as  aerial  dances,  have  some  connection  with  the  sexual  relations 
of  the  insects  which  take  part  in  them. 

The  sexes  can,  as  a  rule,  be  at  once  distinguished  by  the  antennae, 
which  are  thickly  plumose  and  feathery  in  the  males  but  not  in  the 
females.  The  male  genital  claspers  can  also  be  easily  seen  in  most 
cases. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Ceratopogonince,  some  of  which  are  blood¬ 
suckers,  the  Chironomidce  are  of  little  practical  importance.  To  the 
biologist,  however,  they  afford  very  suitable  objects  for  study,  and  a 
good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  on  their  anatomy  and  development. 
They  are  nearly  all  aquatic.  All  stages  of  Chironomus  and  allied  genera 
may  be  found  in  tanks  and  pools  of  stagnant  water.  Their  eggs  are  in 
many  cases  laid  in  beautiful  little  spiral  strings,  enclosed  in  a  long 
cylinder  of  clear  antiseptic  jelly  which  is  anchored  to  weeds  or  stones. 
The  eggs  may  be  very  numerous,  one  of  thest;  cylinders  sometimes  con¬ 
taining  nearly  1000.  I  have  observed  a  small  Chironomus  make  the 
curious  mistake  of  laying  its  eggs  on  a  pane  of  glass  instead  of  in  water. 
The  jelly  cylinder  when  extruded  formed  only  a  quite  thin  covering  to 
the  string  of  eggs,  but  when  the  string  was  removed  from  the  glass  and 
placed  in  water,  the  jelly  rapidly  expanded  to  form  the  usual  thick 
HL  36 
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protecting  envelope.  The  stages  of  a  common  Indian  Chironomid  are 
shown  on  Plate  LX,  figs.  3,  3 a,  3 b,  3c. 

The  larvae  are  worm-shaped,  with  characteristic  leg-like  processes 
on  the  first  and  last  segments,  and  swim  with  a  lashing  motion.  They 
are  sometimes  red  (the  “  blood¬ 
worms  ’  ’  of  the  British  water-butt) 
and  have  gills  and  real  red  blood  like 
fish  (their  tracheal  system  being  then 
merely  rudimentary),  or  they  may  be 
greenish  and  breathe  in  the  ordinary 
way  by  well  developed  tracheal  tubes. 

Sometimes  the  larvae  live  free,  but 
more  usually  they  inhabit  burrows 
in  the  mud  or  live  in  little  tubes  con¬ 
structed  of  bits  of  algae  or  similar 
substances.  They  have  occasionally 
been  found  living  at  great  depths. 

The  pupae  are  active,  and  are  fur¬ 
nished  with  tufted  gills  instead  of 
found  in  aquatic  pupae.  They  generally  occupy  the  larval  tubes, 

where  they  lie  gently  undulating  the 
abdomen  so  as  to  create  a  current  of 
fresh  water  through  the  tube.  When 
the  fly  is  ready  to  emerge,  the  pupa 
leaves  its  shelter  and  swims  to  the 
surface,  whereupon  the  imago  escapes 
from  the  pupal  skin  in  the  same  way 
as  a  mosquito. 

The  sub -family  Ceratopogonince  is 
of  interest,  as  it  comprises  a  number 
of  species  which  are  blood-suckers, 
some  of  them  of  a  very  determined 
nature.  Here  belong  those  “  midges  ” 
which  in  England,  and  especially  in 
Scotland,  often  cause  by  their  attacks 
Fig  36pusARAx°24G°N  SP  an  ann°yance  out  of  all  proportion  to 

the  minute  size  of  the  blood-thirsty 


Fig.  360—  Ceuatopooon  sp. 
Nasik.  x  16. 


the  breathing-horns  usually 
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little  flies.  They  are  seldom  more  than  3  mm.  long,  of  a  rather  thicker 
build  than  other  Chironomids,  and  their  small  size  often  enables  them  to 
escape  unnoticed  ;  fig.  361  represents  a  species  which  is  known  to  bite  at 
Pusa.  As  with  several  biting  flies,  the  state  of  the  weather  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  temperature  and  moisture  seem  to  have  some  influence  on 
their  appetite  for  blood,  and  in  Europe  they  are  supposed  to  bite  most 
freely  before  rain. 

The  mode  of  life  of  the  Ceratopogonince  is  somewhat  different 
from  that  of  other  Chironomids. 

The  eggs  are  not  laid  in  strings,  but  singly  or  in  small  clusters,  gener¬ 
ally  about  30 — 60  eggs  in  all.  There  are  two  distinct  types  of  larvse. 
One  kind  is  aquatic,  snake-like  and  transparent,  and  lives  on  the 
surface  of  stagnant  water  or  in  slow  streams.  Assisted  by  a  tuft  of 
long  bristles  at  the  tail  end,  they  move  rapidly  with  a  wriggling  motion 
along  the  surface  and  in  the  water,  and  develop  into  dark  coloured 
inactive  floating  pupae  with  breathing- horns  on  the  thorax.  These  aquatic 
larvae  are  said  generally  to  mature  into  flies  with  naked  wings,  but 
they  do  not  always  do  so. 

A  second  and  commoner  type  of  Ceratopogonine  larva,  which  is 
supposed  to  produce,  as  a  rule,  hairy-winged  flies,  is  terrestrial,  living  in 


Fij?  362.  — Terrestrial  larva  and  pupa  of  Ceratopogon  sp. 
Pusa.  The  larval  skin  is  still  attached  to  the  hind  end 

OF  THE  PUPA. 


rotten  vegetable  stuff,  under  damp  bark  and  similar  places.  They  are 
caterpillar-like  in  shape,  and  have  a  double  foot-like  process  on  the  1st 
thoracic  segment,  with  a  somewhat  similar  structure  on  the  anal  seg- 
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ment,  which  assist  in  locomotion.  The  body  is  covered  with 
numerous  small  processes  or  papillse,  each  usually  bearing  a  bristle  at 
the  apex,  these  bristles  being  often  curiously  shaped  and  expanded  at 
the  tip.  The  pupae  are  quite  distinct  in  appearance  from  those  of  the 
aquatic  species  (fig.  362),  and  are  often  found  with  the  last  larval  skin 
still  enveloping  the  hinder  part  of  the  body. 

About  a  thousand  species  of  Chironomidce  are  known,  but  of  these 
only  four  are  recorded  as  Indian,  viz. :  Chironomus  vicarius,  Wlk., 
C.  socius,  Wlk.,  C.  cubiculorum ,  Dob,  and  Macropeza  gihbosa ,  Wied.  ; 
this  of  course  in  no  way  represents  the  very  large  number  of  Indian 
species  which  really  exist,  for  of  these  there  must  be  hundreds. 

The  following  table  of  the  chief  sub-families  is  abridged  from  that 
given  by  Kieffer  . — 

1.  Media  and  cubitus  united  by  a  cross  vein  .  Tanypince. 

Media  and  cubitus  united  only  at  the  base .  2. 

2.  Thorax  humped  over  the  head.  Male  antennae 

with  last  joint  as  long  or  longer  than  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  joints.  Media  single  (except  Coryoneura), 

legs  and  tarsi  long  and  slender  . .  . .  . .  Chirono- 

mince. 


3. 


Thorax  not  humped  over  the  head.  The  last 
antennal  joint  never  longer  than  the  two  preced¬ 
ing.  The  last  5  joints  usually  of  different 
shape  from  the  others.  Media  generally  forked, 
legs  and  tarsi  comparatively  stout  (except 
Macropeza ) . 

ClJLlCIDyE. 


Ceratopo- 

gonince. 


Mosquitos.  Slender  flies  with  the  wings  and  body  ‘scaly,  long  legs 
and  proboscis ,  and  well -developed  palpi.  Antennae  long ,  feathery 
in  the  male. 


Mosquitos  are  of  course  familiar  to  everyone,  and  are  easy  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  by  their  scaly  wings  and  long  proboscis.  No  other  flies  except 
Psychodidce  have  scales  on  their  wings,  and  the  short  proboscis  of  the 
Psychodids,  as  well  as  their  general  appearance,  is  quite  distinctive. 
Chironomidce ,  which  are  much  like  mosquitos,  have  not  got  a  long  pro¬ 
boscis. 
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The  scales  on  the  wings,  head,  and  body  have  frequently  character¬ 
istic  shapes  in  the  different  species  and  genera,  and  are  therefore  used 
in  classification. 


Fig.  363— Proboscis  of  female  anopheles  (after  Nuttall  and  Shipley). 

LR.  LABRUM.  MN.  MANDIBLES.  HP.  HYPOPHARYNX.  MX.  MAXILLA. 
LI.  LABIUM.  LA.  LABELLA.  P.  PALPI. 


As  is  well  known,  female  mosquitos  are  blood-suckers,  and  their 
proboscis  is  modified  for  the  purpose  (Fig.  363).  It  consists  of  a  gutter¬ 
shaped  lower  lip  (Labium)  roofed  in  by  the  upper  lip  (Labrum)  so  as  to 
form  a  complete  tube,  a  sheath  and  support  for  the  inner  parts.  These 
consist  of  a  rather  flattened  blade-like  “  hypopharynx  ’  ’  and  four 
sharp  serrated  needles  (the  two  mandibles  and  maxillae),  and  it  is  these 
inner  parts  which  do  the  actual  work  of  piercing  and  sucking.  If  a 
mosquito  be  carefully  watched  while  biting,  it  will  be  seen  to  begin  by 
planting  the  tip  of  the  proboscis  on  the  skin.  The  tip  bears  two  slightly 
swollen  lobes  (the  labella),  and  when  it  is  pressed  against  the  skin  these 
lobes  spread  out  on  each  side,  like  a  man’s  hands  when  he  leans  on  a  table, 
so  as  to  give  support  and  steadiness  to  the  proboscis.  As  the  inner 
needle-like  structures  are  pushed  further  into  the  skin  between  the  two 
steadying  lobes,  the  latter  maintain  their  position  at  the  surface,  and  in 
consequence  the  outer  sheath  (labium)  of  the  proboscis  does  not  really 
pierce  the  skin  at  all,  but  can  be  seen  to  bend  elbow-like  so  as  to  allow 
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the  labrum  and  piercing  needles  to  be  inserted  to  a  satisfactory  depth. 
The  insect  injects  an  irritating  saliva  into  the  wound,  possibly  in 
order  to  produce  a  little  local  inflammation  and  so  to  draw  a  more 
plentiful  blood-supply  to  the  spot.  This  saliva  passes  down  from 
the  salivary  glands  in  the  thorax  through  a  minute  canal  inside  the  hy- 
popharynx,  and  the  hypopharynx  also  serves,  by  closing  up  the  under 
side  of  the  labrum,  to  form  a  tube  up  which  the  blood  is  sucked  by  the 
pumping  action  of  the  front  part  of  the  throat.  Very  soon  after  feeding 
the  mosquito  ejects  through  the  anus  a  clear  yellowish  liquid,  which  is 
the  fluid  portion  of  the  blood. 

The  more  solid  matter  remains  in  the  stomach  and  is  completely 
digested  in  one  to  four  days,  when  the  insect  is  ready  to  suck  again.  As 


Ixe. 


Fig  364.  —(After  Nuttall  and  Shipley)  Transverse  sections  of  mosquito's 

PROBOSCIS.  LXE.  LABRUM.  MN.  MANDIBLE.  MX.  MAXILLA.  HP.  HYPOPHARYNX. 

SAL.  SALIVARY  DUCT.  THE  LARGE  SHEATH  (DOTTED)  IS  THE  LABIUM.  THE 
RIGHT  HAND  FIGURE  REPRESENTS  THE  MALE  PROBOSCIS,  WHICH  HAS  NO 
MANDIBLES.  (COMPARE  TaBANIIL®.) 

is  probably  the  case  with  all  blood-sucking  flies,  a  meal  of  blood  seems 
to  favour  the  production  of  eggs,  and  in  some  cases  is  perhaps  even  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  successful  reproduction.  The  male  mosquito 
is  harmless  and  generally  lives  on  the  juices  of  plants  and  fruit. 

In  pairing,  the  sexes  come  together  in  the  course  of  the  aerial  dances 
in  which  they  often  indulge,  and  the  actual  copulation  is  in  general  very 
short.  The  males  are  easily  distinguished  from  the  females  by  their 
more  bushy  antennse  and  the  shape  of  their  genital  organs,  which 
include  two  hook-like  claspers,  these  being  plainly  visible  with  the  aid 
of  a  lens.  The  female  lays  her  eggs  in  water.  Those  of  the  Culicince 
are  generally  stuck  together  to  form  the  well-known  little  raft-like 
masses,  while  the  Anophelince  lay  theirs  singly,  as  also  does  Stegomyia, 
a  Culicine.  The  eggs  themselves  vary  in  shape  among  the  different 
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species,  and  are  often  furnished  with  small  floats  to  keep  them  at  the 
surface.  Several  lots  of  eggs  may  be  laid  by  the  same  female.  The 
larvse  emerge  from  the  under  side  of  the  eggs  and  thus  go  directly  into  the 
water.  They  have  a  very  distinct  head  and  thorax,  the  head  usually 
bearing  eyes.  The  jaws  are  provided  with  a  thick  fringe  of  hairs,  and 
their  continual  motion  sweeps  towards  the  mouth  the  little  particles  of 
vegetable  or  animal  matter  on  which  the  larvse  feed.  Some  species  are 
cannibals  :  these  have  specially  modified  jaws  to  fit  the  habit,  and  will 
often  attack  and  consume  Chironomid  larvae  considerably  larger  than 
themselves.  The  abdomen  is  composed  of  nine  segments  ;  the  eighth 
bears  gill-processes  and  the  ninth  is  prolonged  upwards  in  Culicines  into 
a  4  4  siphon  ’  ’  or  breathing-tube,  at  whose  summit  the  two  big  longitu¬ 
dinal  tracheae  open.  The  end  of  the  tube  is  surrounded  by  a  fringe  of 
fine  hairs,  and  when  these  are  expanded  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  they 
prevent  the  tube  from  sinking  and  the  opening  of  the  tracheae  from  being 
submerged.  The  Culicine  larva  spends  a  considerable  part  of  its  life 
thus  suspended  by  its  siphon-fringe  to  the  surface-film  of  the  water,  but 
if  it  is  frightened  or  wishes  to  feed  at  the  bottom,  it  can  shut  up  the  fringe 
like  an  inverted  umbrella,  and  its  own  weight  then  causes  it  to  sink.  It 
can  swim  rapidly  with  a  quick  wriggling  motion,  the  many  hairs  and 
bristles  about  the  tail  acting  as  a  kind  of  fin. 


The  larvae  are  of  two  types,  those  of  the  Culicine  type  just  described 
being  easily  distinguished  from  Anopheline 
larvae  by  their  characteristic  attitude  when 
resting,  as  is  also  the  case  with  the  adult 
mosquitos  of  these  two  groups.  The  Culicine 
larva  is  supported  in  the  water  only  by  the 
siphon-fringe,  while  its  head  and  body  hang 
down  ;  the  siphon  of  the  Anopheline  larva 
is  extremely  short,  and  it  possesses  in  addi¬ 
tion  a  series  of  branched  or  tufted  hairs 
(4  4  stellate  hairs”)  along  the  body.  The 
hairs  are  shaped  rather  like  little  palm-trees, 
and  their  branches  resting  on  the  surface- 
film  of  the  water  support  the  larva  whose 
Fig.  365— Position  of  culicine  body  in  consequence  does  not  hang  down, 
[After  Giles)  x  5.  but  lies  along  horizontally  ]ust  below  tile 


568 


DIPT ERA. 


Fig.  366  -ANOPHELES  LARVA  RESTING  AT  THE  SURFACE,  PARTLY  SUSPENDED  BY  ITS  PALMATE  HAIRS.  MUCH  ENLARGED. 

( After  limns.) 

to  swim  when  they  wish  to  leave  the  surface.  Unlike  the  Culex 
larvae,  they  rarely  seek  the  bottom  except  when  frightened.  They 
have  the  curious  habit  of  often  feeding  with  the  head  turned  completely 
round  on  the  neck,  so  that  what  looks  as  if  it  were  the  top  of  the  head  is 
really  the  under  side.  While  the  Culicine  larva  thus  hangs  in  the 
water  head  downwards,  the  adult  Culex  mosquito  has  the  body  roughly 
horizontal  when  at  rest,  the 


thorax  being  the  highest  point, 
while  the  Anopheles  mosquito 
(whose  larva  lies  horizontal)  sits 
with  the  head,  thorax,  and  ab¬ 
domen  in  one  straight  line,  the 
head  down  and  the  tail  up,  as  in 
Fig.  368.  (N.B.— The  female 
Myzomyia  culicifacies,  an  Anop- 
heline,  sits  like  a  Culex.)  When 
the  larvae  pupate,  which  they  do 
after  two  or  three  moults,  the 
whole  elaborate  breathing  appar¬ 
atus  at  the  tail  end  disappears,  and 
its  place  is  taken  by  two  trumpet¬ 
shaped  spiracles  projecting  from 
the  thorax  which  supply  air  to 
the  tracheae  when  the  pupa  is 


vufi/ 


Fig.  367— -Head  and  thorax  of  an 
A  NOPHELINE  LARVA  X  about  16. 
{After  J tunes  and  Liston.) 
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PLATE  LX  —  Njsmocera. 


Fig.  1.  Pselliophora  laeta .  x  2. 

„  2.  C ecidomyia  sp.  (Cecidomyiidse). 

”  “ *a '  t  Larva  and  pupa,  x  12. 

„  26.  J 

,,  3.  Chironomus  sp.  (Chironomidee). 

,,  3a.  String  of  eggs  enclosed  in  jelly. 

>> 

5J 


36.  ) 

j  Larva  and  pupa  x  5. 


x  10. 


x  S. 
x  3. 


4.  Myzomyia  (Anopheles)  jRossii ,  Giles,  x  5. 

5.  Siegomyia  scutellaris ,  Wlk.  x  5. 

6.  Culex  fatigansy  Wd.  x  5. 


Figures  4,  5,  and  6  are  copied  from  Theobald’s  “Monograph  of  the 
Gulicidai.  ” 
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floating  at  the  surface.  The  pupa  itself  is  shaped  like  a  comma  (,),  a 
swollen  rounded  mass  containing  the  head,  thorax,  legs  and  wings,  with 
the  abdomen  curved  round  underneath.  The  tail  is  furnished  with  fins  or 
paddles  like  those  on  the  tail  of  a  lobster,  and  by  means  of  these  the  pupa 
can  swim  downwards  very  quickly  when  disturbed.  It  is  lighter  than 
water,  and  floats  at  once  to  the  surface  unless  it  continues  to  work  its 
tail-paddles.  There  are  no  very  marked  differences  between  Anopheline 


and  Culicine  pupse,  but  the  resting  position  is  usually  not  quite  the  same, 
the  Culex  pupa  often  floating  with  the  head  higher  and  the  first  lew 
segments  of  the  abdomen  more  nearly  vertical  than  in  the  pupae  of  Ano- 
phelines.  The  structure  of  the  spiracular  trumpets  is  also  rather  differ¬ 
ent  in  the  various  species,  and  the  aperture  is  more  slit-like  in  Culex 
than  in  Anophelines.  When  the  adult  mosquito  is  ready  to  emerge,  the 
pupa  straightens  out  and  lies  flat  along  the  surface,  the  empty  skin 
forming  a  convenient  raft  for  the  mosquito  to  stand  on  while  its  wings' 
and  body  dry  and  harden. 

The  habits  of  Indian  Culicidw  are  various,  some  being  c  6  domestic  '  ’ 
species  frequenting  houses,  while  others  -are  found  only  in  jungle  and 
other  such  places.  Their  seasonal  distribution  is  an  important  subject 
on  which  information  is  much  needed,  since  every  locality  appears  to 
have  a  more  or  less  well-marked  yearly  cycle  of  species,  different 
mosquitos  being  common  in  the  cold  weather,  hot  weather,  and  rains. 

The  reason  why  the  study  of  the  habits  of.  Culicidce  is  so  important 
lies  of  course  in  the  great  discovery  that  it  is  through  their  bites  that 
Malaria  and  Filariasis,  with  some  other  diseases,  are  transmitted 
from  man  to  man.  Though  it  is  possible  that  other  factors  may  also  be 
of  importance  there  is  now  no  doubt  that  malaria,  the  real  curse  of 
India,  is  thus  transmitted.  Those  interested  in  the  question  of  the 
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influence  of  malaria  on  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  should  consult 
44  Malaria  ”  by  Jones,  Ross,  and  Ellett. 


Fig.  369— A.  Tail  of  pupa  of  female  anopheles.  B.  of  male. 
{After  Nuttall  and  Shipley.) 


The  malaria  infection  by  mosquito-bite  occurs  roughly  as  follows. 
Suppose  a  man  is  suffering  from  the  disease  :  if  a  drop  of  his  blood  be 
examined  under  a  microscope,  there  may  be  found  floating  about  in  it  a 
number  of  minute  objects  called  44  Crescents.”  (Fig-  370.  C).  Now, 
suppose  a  mosquito  bites  him  :  it  will  suck  up  with  the  blood  some  of 
these  crescents  ;  these  will  be  swallowed  by  the  mosquito,  and  when  they 
reach  the  insect’s  stomach  they  become  round  in  shape,  some  of  them 
producing  long  rapidly-moving  arms  or  filaments  from  their  surface. 
Of  these  round-shaped  bodies  the  ones  with  filaments  (Fig.  370.  M.), 
represent  males,  the  others  females.  Some  of  the  lashing  filaments 
break  off,  and  may  pierce  and  become  absorbed  in  one  of  the  female 
bodies  :  this  now  fertilized  female  body  imbeds  itself  in  the  muscles 
surrounding  the  mosquito’s  stomach,  where  on  dissection  it  can  be  seen 
sticking  out  like  a  little  round  pimple.  There  now  develop  within  it  a 
vast  number  of  very  minute  spindle-shaped  4  4  sporozoites  ;  ’  ’  the  wall  of 
the  containing  female  cell  then  bursts,  and  these  sporozoites  are  liberated 
into  the  body  of  the  mosquito,  whereupon  they  make  their  way  to  the 
thorax  and  enter  the  salivary  glands.  If  now  the  mosquito  bites  any¬ 
one,  saliva  will  be  injected  into  the  wound,  as  already  described,  and 
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with,  this  saliva  will  pass  some  of  the  sporozoites,  which  will  thus  be 
introduced  into  the  blood  of  the  person  bitten.  Once  there,  they  enter 


Fig  370.— -Diagram  showing  the  two  ways  in  which  the  malaria  parasite  multiplies.  B 
shows  the  asexual  cycle  in  the  blood-corpuscles  of  man.  On  the  left  side  are  shown 
crescents  (at  C)  being  sucked  up  by  a  mosquito.  These  develop  into  male  and  female 
(at  M)  in  the  mosquito’s  stomach  (shaded  black).  The  fertilised  female  encysts  on 
the  stomach-wall,  and  from  her  burst  forth  a  family  of  sporozoites  (at  S)  which 
settle  in  the  mosquito’s  salivary  gland  (shown  by  the  large  arsow).  If  the  mosquito 
now  bites  someone  else,  these  sporozoites,  injected  with  its  saliva,  infect  the  blood- 
corpuscles  of  the  person  bitten.  Here  they  grow,  and  while  some  pursue  the  cycle  B, 
some  may  become  crescents  and  be  sucked  up  by  another  mosquito,  to  go  through 
the  sexual  cycle  in  its  body. 
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the  blood-corpuscles,  whose  interior  they  slowly  absorb,  and  when  full 
grown  they  either  break  up  again  to  form  a  fresh  lot  of  minute  bodies 
which  will  enter  a  fresh  lot  of  blood-corpuscles  (this  breaking  up  being 
the  cause  of  the  shivering  or  44  rigor  ”  stage  of  the  disease),  or  else  they 
develop  into  crescents  which  float  about  free  in  the  blood :  these 
crescents  may  of  course  be  sucked  up  by  another  mosquito  and  the  cycle 
carried  through  again.  Thus  we  see  that  the  parasite  multiplies  in  two 
ivays ;  sexually  in  the  mosquito,  and  asexually  (by  simply  splitting  up 
into  small  fragments)  in  our  blood. 

It  is  not  all  mosquitos  which  are  capable  of  harbouring  the  malaria 
parasite  and  allowing  it  to  develop  in  their  stomachs,  but  only  some  of 
those  belonging  to  the  Anophelince.  Manson  (44  Tropical  Diseases  ”) 
enumerates  eleven  Indian  species  as  having  (up  to  1907)  been  shown  to 
be  probable  carriers  of  the  parasite,  and  these  belong  to  the  genera 
Myzomyia,  Pyretophorus ,  Myzorhynchus,  and  Nyssorhynchus,  all  of 
which  are  really  sub -genera  of  the  old  genus  44  Anopheles Myzomyia 
Rossii ,  the  commonest  Indian  Anopheline,  but  not  a  malaria -carrier, 
is  figured  on  PI.  LX,  fig.  4,  where  are  also  shown  two  other  mosquitos 
both  important  Culicines.  One  is  Stegomyia  fasciata ,  which  with  S. 
scutellaris  is  not  uncommon  in  India,  the  latter  species  being  abundant. 
S.  fasciata  is  the  recognised  transmitter  of  yellow  fever,  and  is 
suspected  with  regard  to  several  diseases,  while  Culex  fatigans  (PI.  LX, 
fig.  6)  is  the  commonest  Indian  brown  Culicine  mosquito,  and  is 
known  to  carry  the  parasite  which  causes  elephantiasis  {filar iasis)  so 
prevalent  in  Southern  India. 

It  is  clear  that  to  avoid  whenever  possible  the  bites  of  all  mosquitos 
is  a  sensible  and  obvious  precaution.  It  is  not  only  unpleasant  but 
stupid  to  sleep  without  a  mosquito-net  in  malarial  districts  where  mos¬ 
quitos  are  present.  A  net  with  a  hole  in  it  is  useless.  When  no  mos¬ 
quito-net  is  available,  as  in  railway  carriages,  a  small  quantity  of  Citro- 
nella  (Lemon-grass)  oil  rubbed  on  the  exposed  parts  of  the  body  is 
effective  for  four  or  five  hours  unless  the  user  is  perspiring  freely,  when 
it  more  quickly  loses  its  efficacy.  Turpentine  or  kerosene  ointment 
are  effective  but  unpleasant. 

For  destroying  mosquitos,  the  remedy  usually  advocated  is  the 
application  of  kerosene  to  the  surface  of  the  water  in  which  they 
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breed,  so  as  to  choke  the  tracheae  of  the  larvae  and  so  suffocate  them. 
Indian  conditions  often  render  this  a  difficult  or  impossible  method  to 
carry  out,  and  the  stocking  of  all  suitable  waters  with  such  fish  as  will 
eat  the  larvae  (of  these  there  are  several  in  India)  has  been  recommended 
as  likely  to  be  beneficial.  In  jungle  districts  nothing  can  be  done  without 
clearing  and  draining.  The  value  of  quinine  is  well  known,  and  the 
screening  of  infected  persons  from  mosquitos  is  obviously  indicated  as  a 
preventive  measure  against  spreading  malaria.  The  mosquitos  found 
in  houses  are  mainly  nocturnal  in  their  habits,  and  may  often  be  seen  in 
the  early  morning  trooping  into  the  house  in  search  of  dark  corners 
where  they  can  shelter  themselves  from  the  light  until  evening.  Lefroy’s 
mosquito-trap  takes  advantage  of  this  habit  by  providing  a 
convenient  dark  box  for  the  mosquitos  to  rest  in  :  when  they  have  settled 
down  for  the  day  the  box  is  closed  and  a  few  drops  of  benzene  or 
chloroform  introduced  through  a  cork-hole  in  the  top.  The  dead  insects 
are  afterwards  removed  and  the  box  left  open  till  next  day. 

Much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  mosquitos  and  disease 
The  student  is  referred  to  Manson’s  “  Tropical  Diseases,”  Blanchard’s 
“  Les  Moustiques,”  Stephens  and  Christophers  ’  “  Practical  Study  of 
Malaria,”  Daniel’s  “  Laboratory  Studies,”  and  Giles’  “  Mosquitoes” 
(2nd  Ed.).  For  the  distinction  of  species  James  and  Liston’s 
“  Anopheles  of  India  ”  and  Theobald’s  “  Monograph  of  the  Culicidse” 
and  Genera  Insectorum  “  Culicidae.”  The  Journal  of  the  Bombay 
Nat.  Hist.  Society  and  the  “  Journal  of  Hygiene”  (articles  by  Liston 
and  others,  and  by  Nuttall  and  Shipley,  Rogers,  Imms  and  others) 
should  be  consulted,  as  well  as  the  large  medical  literature.  The  direct 
identification  of  the  species  will  sometimes  be  found  easier  than  the  ordi¬ 
nary  method  of  determining  the  genus  first  and  the  species  afterwards, 
since  thg  genera  of  Culicidce  are  frequently  established  on  minute  scale 
characters  which  are  sometimes  more  difficult  to  see  than  the  characters 
which  separate  the  species. 

The  two  main  Indian  sub-families  Anophelince  and  Culicince,  the 
latter  including  Culex  and  Stegomyia  as  chief  genera  (Stegomyias  are 
generally  recognizable  by  their  being  coloured  black  with  silver  lines 
and  spots  and  by  the  characteristic  feel  of  their  bite),  have  the  meta- 
no  turn  without  hairs  or  scales.  The  male  palpi  are  long  in  both  groups, 
the  female  palpi  long  in  Anophelince,  short  in  Culicince . 
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I  include  a  list  of  Theobald’s  genera  now  known  to  me  as  Indian, 
with  the  species  in  each.  The  genera  down  to  and  including  Aldrichia 
represent  the  tc Anopheles ”  of  James  and  Liston:  Corethra  is  an 
aberrant  genus  with  no  scales  on  the  wings,  a  short  proboscis  and  a 
remarkable  transparent  aquatic  larva  (see  MialPs  “  Aquatic  Insects”). 
It  is  often  separated  as  a  distinct  family  Corethridce. 


Anopheles  aitkenii,  J.  &  Th. 

,,  immaculatus,  Th. 

,,  gigasi,  Giles. 

lindsayii ,  Giles. 
Myzomyia  culici facies ,  Giles. 

,,  Christopher  si,  Th. 

,,  Turkhudi,  Liston. 

,,  leptomeres  Th. 

,,  Rossii,  Giles. 

Stethomyia  culiciformis ,  J.  &  L. 
Pyretophorus  jeyporensis ,  James. 

,,  nigrofasciatus,  Th. 

,,  Nursei ,  Th. 

,,  elegans,  James. 

Myzorhynchus  nigerrimus,  Giles. 

, ,  barhirostris ,  V .  D .  W . 

,,  minutus ,  Th. 

„  vanus.  Wlk. 

,,  alhotceniatus ,  Th. 

Nyssorhynchus  Stephensi,  Liston. 

,,  Theobaldi,  Giles. 

,,  Indiensis ,  Th. 

,,  Willmori,  James. 

,,  Karwari,  James. 

,,  Jamesii,  Th. 

,,  muculatus ,  Th. 

,,  fuliginosus,  Giles. 

Cellia  pulcherrima,  Th. 

,,  albimana ,  Wied. 

Neocellia  Dudgeonii,  Th. 

,,  intermedia,  Rothwell. 

,,  indica,  Th. 

Aldrichia  error,  Th. 
Toxorhynchites  immisericors ,  Wlk. 
Mucidus  scatophagoides ,  Th. 
Desvoidea  obturbans ,  Wlk. 

,,  ,,  var.  fusca,  Th. 

,,  panaleclros,  Giles. 
Stegomyia  fasciata,  Fabr. 


Stegomyia  fasciata  var.  mosquito , 
R.  D. 

,,  scutellaris,  Wlk 

,,  pipersalata,  Giles. 

„  periskelata,  Giles. 

tripunctata,  Th. 

,,  Thomsoni,  Th. 

,,  Assamensis,  Th. 

„  W-alba,  Th. 

,,  albolateralis ,  Th. 

,,  (?  microptera)  Giles. 

Leicesteria  apicalis,  Th. 

Hulecceteomyia  pseudotceniata ,  Giles. 

Phagomyia  gubernatoris ,  Giles. 

Neomacleaya  indica,  Th. 

Lepidotomyia  magna,  Th. 

Reedomyia  niveoscutata,  Th. 

Pecomyig  maculata,  Th. 

P seudotheobaldia  niveitarsis,  Th. 

, ,  niveitceniata ,  T  h . 

Theobaldia  spathipalpis ,  Rond. 

Theobaldia  annulata,  Schrank. 

Grabhamia  ochracea ,  Th. 

Culicada  minuta ,  Th. 

Culex  mimeticus ,  Noe. 

,,  microannulatus,  Th. 

,,  Vishnui,  Th. 

,,  impellens,  Wlk. 

,,  minimus,  Th. 

,,  viridiventer ,  Giles. 

,,  pulchreventer ,  Giles. 

,,  nigripes,  Zett. 

„  concolor ,  R.  D. 

,,  fatigans ,  Wied. 

,,  furcanus,  Wied. 

,,  sitiens,  Wied. 

,,  angulatus ,  Giles. 

,,  tipuliformis,  Th. 

„  albolineatus ,  Giles, 
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Culexbiroi ,  Th. 

„  pallidothorax .  Th. 

„  pallidostriatus ,  Th. 

, ,  trimaculatus ,  T  h . 

,,  Christopher  si,  Th. 
p  albopicta,  Th. 

Leucomyia  gelida,  Th. 

Tceniorhynchus  pygmceus,  Th. 

,,  ager ,  Th. 

„  tenax ,  Th. 

Mansonia  uniformis,  Th. 

Mansonioides  annulifera,  Th. 

We  may  class  these  genera  under  four  main  sub-families  as  shown 
below.  For  further  details  and  generic  characters  the  student  is  referred 
to  Theobald’s  Monograph. 

A.  With  long  proboscis  and  scaly  wings. 

(a)  Larvae  without  siphon.  Palpi  long  in  both 

sexes  . .  . .  . .  Anophelince. 

(b)  Larvae  with  siphon. 

1.  Proboscis  much  curved.  Very  large 

species  . .  . .  Toxorhynchince. 

(One  Indian  genus,  Toxorhynchites.) 

2.  Proboscis  straight  or  very  little  curved. 

Palpi  short  in  both  sexes  Aedince. 

(includes  Indian  genera 
Aedes,  Aedeomyia,  Mimo - 
myia,  Anisocheleomyia, 
Ficalbia.) 

Palpi  short  in  the  female,  long  in 

the  male  . .  . .  Culicince . 

B.  With  short  proboscis  and  hairy  wings  . .  Corethrince. 


■  V 

SJcusea  medio fasciata,  Th. 

Aedes  nigrescens,  Th. 

Aedeomyia  squamipenna,  Arrib. 
Anisocheleomyia  alboannulata,  Th. 
Ficalbia  minima,  Th. 

Mimomyia  minuta,  Th. 

Banksiella  luteolateralis ,  Th. 
Chrysoconops  brevicellulvs,  Th. 
Brevirhynchus  magnus,  Th. 
Radioculex  clavipalpus,  Th. 
Corethra  asiatica,  Giles. 


Fig.  371— Larva  of  corethra  x  8 
[After  Meinert.) 
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Flies  having  the  general  appearance  of  Mosquitos ,  hut  with 
different  venation  (PI.  LIX). 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Simuliidce  and  Orphnephilidce .  the  members  of 
this  family  are  very  widely  distributed,  but  all  belong  to  one  genus,  in 
this  case  Dixa.  They  may  be  regarded  as  forming  a  connecting  link 
between  the  Mosquitos  (Culicids)  and  the  Daddy-long-legs  (Tipulids). 
The  larvae  live  in  still  or  running  water.  They  are  of  no  economic 
importance.  None  are  as  yet  recorded  from  India,  but  we  have 
found  larvae  in  a  hill-stream  at  Simla  in  company  with  Simuliid 
larvae. 


BLKPfcURoCKKIPJS. 


Small  gnat-like  hare  flies,  the  wings  often  iridescent  with  a  secondary  set 
of  creases  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  venation  which  is  variable. 
There  is  no  discal  cell.  The  eyes  usually  separate  and  divided  into 
two  distinct  halves,  upper  and  lower. 


These  curious  little  flies  are  found  in  hilly  or  mountainous  regions, 
since  here  alone  are  found  the  swift  clear  streams  in  which  the  larvae  and 
pupae  live.  The  eggs  are  unknown.  The 
larvae  are  remarkably  adapted  to  life  in 
shallow  quick  running  water,  being  much 
flattened  and  provided  with  suckers, 
which  enable  them  to  cling  like  limpets  to 
rocks  and  stones  over  which  the  water 
flows.  The  pupae,  of  a  shape  similar  to 
that  of  the  larvae,  are  also  as  a  rule 
entirely  submerged,  and  here  we  see  the 
reason  for  the  curious  creasing  of  the 
adult  fly’s  wings.  The  fly  emerges  from 
the  pupa  under  water  ;  anchored  to  the 
pupa  skin  by  its  long  hind  legs  it 
reaches  up  until  its  body  is  at  the  surface, 
and  then  after  a  second  or  two  in 
this  dangerous  position  it  spreads  its  wings  and  flies  away.  In 


Fig.  372— A  BRAZILIAN  BLEPHA- 
ROCERID  LARVA  (AFTER  MUL- 
LER)  ENLARGED. 


BLEPHAROCERIDiE. 


577 


most  other  flies  the  wings  when  first  drawn  out  of  the  pupa  skin  are  small 
and  flabby,  and  have  to  be  “  pumped  up  ”  like  a  bicycle  tyre  before 

they  are  fit  for  flight,  but 
with  the  Blepharocerids  the 
wings,  owing  to  their  being 
folded  in  the  pupa,  are  ready 
for  instant  use  when  with¬ 
drawn,  thus  saving  the  fly 
from  being  washed  away  help¬ 
less  in  the  stream. 

The  division  of  the  eyes 
is  a  marked  feature,  and 
results  in  a  type  of  eye  curiously  like  that  found  in  some  male 
May-flies.  Owing  to  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
flies  the  use  of  these  pecu¬ 
liar  eyes  is  uncertain.  The 
females  are  thought  to  be 
predaceous,  and  the  males  pro¬ 
bably  suck  honey  from  flowers, 
but  of  no  species  is  the  full  life- 
history  known.  The  family 
is  fully  treated  of  in  Genera 
Insectorum  (Ease.  56)  by 
Kellogg,  and  we  have  copied 
his  figure  of  the  wing  and  male 
antenna  of  H  animator  hina 

bella,  the  only  species  hitherto 
recorded  from  Asia  (Ceylon). 

Though  owing  to  the  larval 
habits  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
flies  occur  in  the  plains  of  India, 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  careful  search  in  any  part  of  the  hills  where 
there  are  waterfalls  should  not  reveal  several  new  species  of  these 
rare  and  curious  little  insects  ;  I  have  already  taken  one  male  (genus 
Apistomyia )  sucking  the  flowers  of  Composite  at  Simla,  and  a 
female  of  a  different  species  in  the  grass  bordering  a  little  mountain 
torrent. 


Fig.  373— Wing  and  antenna  of  hamma- 

TORHINA  BELLA.  CEYLON. 

( After  Kellogg.) 
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Tipulim. 

“  Daddy  long-legs  ”  or  Crane-flies.  Often  large  thin  flies  with  long  fragile 

legs.  There  is  nearly  always  a  V -sharped  groove  on  the  rounded  thorax , 

and  a  discal  cell  present .  The  costal  vein  goes  all  round  the  wing. 

Antennae  6 — 19,  palpi  4-5  joints. 

The  Crane-flies  vary  in  size  from  that  of  a  small  mosquito  to  flies 
having  a  wing-spread  of  3-4  inches.  As  a  rule  they  may  be  easily 
recognised  by  the  Y-shaped  thoracic  suture,  and  by  their  legs  breaking 
off  when  they  are  caught,  the  latter  peculiarity  making  it  rather  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  perfect  specimens.  As  is  shown  in  the  figure,  the  venation 
is  complete,  i.e .,  it  has  suffered  but  little  of  that  coalescence  and  reduction 
in  the  number  of  veins  which  is  met  with  in  some  of  the  more 
specialized  families  such  as  the  Cecidomyiids  or  the  Muscids  (e.g.,  the 
House-fly). 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  these  flies  (especially  that  section  of 
them  called  Limnobiince ,  some  of  whose  larvae  are  caterpillar-like  in 
appearance  and  habits)  are  often  considered  to  be  among  the  most  old- 
fashioned  and  conservative  of  Diptera,  departing  comparatively  little 
from  the  primitive  type.  They  are  frequently  found  in  amber,  together 
with  other  flies  of  which  the  great  majority  belong  to  the  division 
Nemocera.  As  a  rule  the  Tipulids  are  dull  brown,  blackish  or  yellowish 
in  colour,  and  one  or  two  European  species  are  wingless. 

The  sexes  are  very  easily  distinguished,  the  male  having  the  tip  of 
the  abdomen  bluntly  swollen  and  provided  with  a  complex  armament 
of  claspers,  while  the  horny  sheath  of  the  female  ovipositor  is  long  and 
tapering. 

The  eggs  are  generally  cylindrical,  sometimes  a  little  tapering  at 
the  ends,  and  dark  in  colour.  The  females  may  sometimes  be  seen  at 
dusk  in  damp  grassy  places  flying  up  and  down  among  the  grass  in  a 
curiously  crazy  and  aimless  fashion.  If  they  are  carefully  watched,  how¬ 
ever,  it  will  be  seen  that  every  now  and  then,  when  the  long  sharp 
ovipositor  comes  in  contact  with  the  ground,  an  egg  is  deposited  ;  what 
looked  like  weakness  of  intellect  turns  out  to  be  part  of  the  most 
important  act  in  the  insect’s  life.  The  larvae  live  as  a  rule  in  damp 
surroundings,  in  wet  earth,  under  bark,  or  in  putrid  water,  and  some 
possess  long  tubes  from  the  tail-end  so  that  they  can  breathe  while 
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feeding  under  water.  The  more  usual  type  of  tail  is  blunt,  with  the 
openings  (spiracles)  of  the  tracheae  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  stumpy 
processes.  They  feed  usually  on  decaying  vegetable  stuff,  and  are  very 
often  found  in  the  mess  which  accumulates  in  hollow  trees.  The  pupae 
look  not  unlike  those  of  Butterflies  or  Moths.  They  have  the  legs 
straight,  and  have  breathing  horns  or  tubes  at  the  front  end,  and 
usually  bristles  or  spines  on  the  abdomen,  which  enable  the  pupa 
to  work  its  way  free  when  the  insect  is  about  to  emerge.  They  are  found 
in  or  near  the  place  where  the  larvae  lived,  in  mud,  sand,  earth,  or 
decaying  leaf-mould. 

In  Europe  the  larvae  of  Tipulids  often  cause  great  damage  to 
grass  lands,  living  just  under  the  surface  and  eating  the  roots  of  the  grass. 
Enough  is  not  yet  known  of  the  Indian  forms,  however,  to  say  whether 
or  not  they  are  of  economic  importance  in  this  or  any  other  respect, 
though  it  is  unlikely  that  in  the  dry  conditions  of  the  plains  they 
occur  in  sufficient  numbers  to  do  much  damage,  except  possibly 
on  large  grass  lawns  kept  well  watered  throughout  the  year. 
They  are  not  very  common  in  the  dry  plains,  but  abound  in  the  moister 
country  of  the  hills.  PI.  LX,  fig.  1,  represents  a  strikingly-coloured 
species  apparently  widely  spread  over  India. 

More  than  a  thousand  species  are  known,  but  only  twenty-six  have 
till  lately  been  recorded  from  India,  nearly  all  of  them  from  the  hills. 
Van  der  Wulp  lists  16,  and  the  remaining  10  were  described  by  De 
Meijere.  Brunetti  has,  however,  recently  described  a  number  of  addi¬ 
tional  species  (Indian  Museum  Records).  No  habits  or  life-histories 
seem  to  have  been  studied  at  all.  The  three  main  divisions  of  the 
family  are  as  follows  : — 

A.  Distinct  V-shaped  suture  on  the  thorax. 

1.  Last  joint  of  palpi  shorter  or  very  little  longer  than 
combined  length  of  preceding  joints.  Antennae 


6 — 1 6  j  oints.  . Limnobiince. 

2.  Last  joint  much  longer  than  this.  Antennae  not  more 
than  13  joints.  . . .  Tipulince. 

B.  No  distinct  V-mark  on  the  thorax . .  .  . Ptychopterince . 
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CECIDOMYIIDjE. 

Minute  delicate  flies.  Antennae  long,  generally  with  whorls  of  hair  on 
the  joints,  especially  in  the  male.  Legs  long  and  slender  ;  tihice  without 
spurs  ;  coxce  not  elongated.  Wings  broad,  rather  hairy,  with  veins  jew 
and  weak  ;  the  media  usually  absent. 

These  minute  flies,  though  very  inconspicuous  in  the  adult  condi¬ 
tion,  sometimes  make  their  presence  severely  felt  while  in  their  imma¬ 
ture  stages  from  the  damage  they  inflict  on  various  crops  in  America 
and  Europe.  The  most  widely  known  of  these  pests  is  probably  the 
4  ‘  Hessian  fly,  5  ’  a  destructive  enemy  of  wheat  in  Europe,  America,  and 
New  Zealand. 

The  larva  of  this  fly  ( Cecidomyia  destructor,  Say)  lives  between  the 
leaf  and  the  stem  of  the  wheat 
attack  that  it  bends  over, 
and  gives  practically  no  seed. 

When  full  grown  the  animal 
before  becoming  a  pupa  exudes 
a  substance  which  stiffens  into 
an  outer  covering,  giving  it 
rather  the  appearance  of  a 
flaxseed,  this  resting  stage  being  hence  often  called  the  “  flax-seed 
stage.”  As  a  general  rule  preventive  measures  are  difficult,  as  they 
depend  on  destroying  as  far  as  possible,  by  hand-picking  the  affected 
plants  containing  pupae,  the  first  brood  of  the  flies,  which  necessitates  early 
recognition  of  the  attack.  Under  natural  conditions  the  flies  appear 
to  be  kept  in  check  by  hymenopterous  parasites,  and  probably  do 
serious  damage  only  when  these  parasites  are  from  some  cause 
rendered  inefficient. 

Besides  those  forms  whose  larvae  live  in  the  above  manner  there  are 
very  many  others  which  lay  their  eggs  in  various  other  parts  of  plants. 
The  presence  of  the  egg  or  larva,  or  the  injection  of  some  irritating  fluid, 
results  in  a  kind  of  local  inflammation  which  produces  a  gall  on  the  plant 
and  in  this  gall  the  larva  developes.  To  facilitate  the  laying  of  the  eggs 
in  the  proper  place  the  ovipositor  in  some  species  is  very  much  elongated. 

The  larvse  of  Cecidomyiids  are  somewhat  curious  ;  they  are  small - 
headed  maggots  often  red  or  pink,  tapering  slightly  at  both  ends,  with 
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one  segment  more  than  is  usual  in  dipterous  larvae  (i.e.,  14  instead  of  13 
including  the  head)  and  have  a  little  horny  hook  (the  ‘ 4  anchor-process  ’ 5 ) 
on  the  underside  of  the  front  part  of  the  body,  possibly  used  for  changing 
the  position  of  the  larva  or  for  breaking  up  the  substance  of  the  gall  to 
prepare  it  for  eating.  In  addition  to  this,  some  of  these  larvae  ( Miastor ) 
have  the  extraordinary  power  of  producing  young  ones  in  their 
interior,  and  that  not  by  means  of  the  development  of  testes  and 
ovaries  and  subsequent  fertilisation,  but  by  simple  growth,  a  kind  of 
“  vegetative  reproduction.5’  These  young  larvae  eat  their  way  out 
of  the  parent-larva’s  body,  and  either  pupate  in  the  ordinary  way  or 
themselves  produce  another  generation  after  the  same  fashion. 


The  pupae  of  Cecidomyiids  may  be  either  free  or  enclosed  in  cocoons. 
As  regards  the  exact  method  whereby  these  cocoons  are  constructed 

there  is  much  uncer¬ 
tainty  ;  some  are  spun 
in  the  usual  way,  but 
others  appear  to  come 
into  being  without 
exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  larva,  which 
seems  to  remain  quies¬ 
cent  while  the  cocoon 
grows  round  it.  It  is 
supposed  that  some 
process  of  sublimation 
takes  place  (c/.  p.  580). 


Fig.  376— The  lower  figure  shows  a  hymenopterous  para¬ 
sitic  grub  at  the  beginning  of  its  attack  on  a  Cecido- 
myiid  pupa.  The  upper  figure  shows  the  great  growth 
of  the  grub  after  two  days,  the  pupa  being  almost 
entirely  consumed. 


The  pupae  look  very  much  like  those  of  minute  Lepidoptera,  with 
the  legs  straight  and  free  from  the  body  at  the  ends.  We  figure  a  species 
found  in  galls  on  a  wild  plant  at  Pusa  (fig.  2,  PI.  LX),  and  the  same  pupa 
attacked  by  the  larva  of  one  of  the  hymenopterous  parasites  to  whose 
attacks  the  members  of  this  family  seem  particularly  liable  (fig.  376). 


In  Europe  and  America  these  flies  have  been  a  good  deal  studied, 
and  something  like  a  thousand  species  described,  but  in  India  two 
species  only  have  been  recorded  ;  one  of  them  which  attacks  rice  after 
the  manner  of  the  Hessian  fly,  was  described  by  Wood-Mason  under  the 
name  of  Cecidomyia  oryzce,  from  Bengal,  but  since  his  time  nothing  seems 


582 


DIPT ERA . 


to  be  known  of  it  except  for  one  severe  outbreak  in  South  India 
when  the  pest  was  completely  destroyed  by  parasites. 

Another  species,  Oligotrophies  saligneus  (fig.  377),  has  been  found 
on  Willow,  and  one  has  been  bred  at  Pusa  from  the  spores  of  wheat-rust. 


Fig.  377— OUIGOTROPHUS  SALIGNEUS.  BELOW  IS  THE  GALL  WITH  PUPA- 
SKINS  PROTRUDING.  1 C.  REPRESENTS  THE  MALE  ANTENNA,  le.  THE 
MALE  CLASPING  ORGANS,  1/.  THE  OVIPOSITOR.  [I.  M.  N.] 
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There  certainly  exist  a  very  great  number  of  Indian  species  as  yet 
undescribed.  The  flies  are  common  in  the  plains  and  extremely 
abundant  in  the  hills. 

The  family  is  separated  into  two  groups,-  the  Lestremiince,  with  a 
media,  and  the  Cecidomyiince,  without  a  media. 


Mycetophilid^e. 


Fungus-gnats.  Mostly  small  flies  with  elongated  coxoe.  Antennce  long, 
generally  without  whorls  of  hair.  Two  or  three  ocelli  present.  Eyes 
separate  in  both  sexes.  All  the  tibiae  with  spurs.  Male  genitalia 
easily  seen. 

These  delicate  and  slender  flies  can  generally  be  easily  recognised  by 
the  above  characters.  They  might  perhaps  be  occasionally  confounded 

with  Bibionids  (as  their  colour  is  sometimes  black 
and  orange)  or  with  Tipulids  or  Cecidomyiids, 
but  the  long  antennae  and  coxae,  with  the  vena¬ 
tion,  are  sufficiently  characteristic. 

As  to  the  venation,  the  costa  extends  as  far  as 
the  last  branch  of  the  radius  (which  may  be  3 
or  2  branched),  the  sub -costa  may  be  very  small 
or  well  developed,  the  media  and  cubitus  are  2 
branched,  while  the  anal  varies  in  length.  There 
is  considerable  variation  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  veins  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  radio-medial  cross- vein,  and  this 
variation  supplies  useful  characters  for  purposes  of  classification. 


Fig.  378— Mycetophilid 
(sciara)  mussoorie.  x  2. 


These  flies  require  for  their  development  damp  surroundings,  and 
hence  are  much  more  abundant  in  the  hills  than  in  the  plains.  They 
sometimes  indulge  in  dances,  generally  about  low  shrubs  or  near  their 
breeding-places.  The  prominent  genital  forceps  of  the  males  (fig.  378) 
renders  the  distinction  of  sexes  easy,  for  the  female  has  the  abdomen 
pointed,  with  two  very  small  terminal  processes. 

The  eggs  are  often  extruded  in  little  chains  of  a  dozen  or  so  at  a  time. 
They  are  laid  in  fungi,  dead  damp  wood,  dung,  decaying  leaves  and  simi¬ 
lar  substances.  The  larvae  have  a  shiny  look,  and  are  generally  rather 
transparent,  so  that  the  longitudinal  tracheal  tubes  show  plainly  through 
the  skin.  They  are  smooth  and  round,  with  as  a  rule  a  few  small  bristles 
on  the  under  side.  There  are  9  pairs  of  spiracles,  on  segments  1  and  4-11 
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with  none  on  the  last  segment.  The  head  is  quite  distinctly  separate 
from  the  body,  and  is  horny,  with  a  pair  of  strong  flat  jaws.  Many  of 


Fig.  379— Larva  of  mycetophila  anoyliformans 

(AFTER  HOLMGREN)  MUCH  ENLARGED. 

the  larvae  secrete  a  slimy  silky  substance  with  which  they  spin  a  kind 
of  web  over  their  food  and  subsequently  a  cocoon  within  which  they 
pupate.  Their  habits  are  often  very  curious  and  interesting  ;  for  instance, 
the  gregariousness  of  the  larvae  of  some  of  the  Sciarinae,  which  travel 
about  stuck  together  with  slime  in  large  snake-like  masses  sometimes 
three  or  four  yards  long ;  the  extraordinary  form  of  Mycetophila 
ancyliformans  which  looks  exactly  like  a  small  Mollusc,  the  shell  being 
represented  by  a  spirally-marked  case  of  excrement  which  is  carried 
on  the  back  (fig.  379),  and  the  strong  luminosity  recorded  as  being 
exhibited  by  a  New  Zealand  Bolitophila  ( B .  luminosa).  The  pupae  are 
as  a  rule  smooth,  without  points,  spines,  or  bristles,  and  not  enclosed  in  the 
larval  skin  ;  they  are  generally  protected  by  a  cocoon,  which  is,  however, 
often  very  slight  and  delicate.  On  emergence  the  abdomen  of  the  fly, 
more  especially  of  the  female,  is  often  noticeably  long  and  large,  and 
takes  some  time  to  shrink  to  its  normal  size,  this  telescopic  extension 
of  the  posterior  abdominal  segments  being  also  very  obvious  during 
oviposition.  The  whole  life-history  occupies  as  a  rule  about  three 
weeks  or  a  month  in  temperate  climates. 

The  larvae  are  essentially  scavengers,  apart  from  this  being  of  little 
importance  economically,  and  though  in  Europe  they  sometimes  attack 
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stored  potatoes  and  apples,  this  is  probably  only  in  cases  where  the  apples 
or  potatoes  are  already  bruised  or  slightly  decayed.  Mushroom-growers 
have  sometimes  suffered  heavy  loss  from  their  attacks. 

About  a  thousand  species  of  Mycetophilidce  are  known,  distributed 
all  over  the  world.  From  India  Van  der  Wulp  records  only  four  species, 
belonging  to  the  genera  Sciara,  Mycetophila  and  Platyura,  but  there 
are  in  reality  a  very  large  number,  more  especially  in  the  hills,  where 
the  flies  are  extraordinarily  abundant,  the  conditions  found  there 
being  exactly  suitable  for  the  larvse.  A  Sciara  has  been  reared  at 
Pusa  from  mushrooms,  and  members  of  this  sub-family  [Sciarince)  are 
extremely  common  at  Mussoorie  and  Simla,  (fig.  378)  where  we  have  also 
found  representatives  of  the  sub -family  Macrocerince  rather  common 
at  light,  these  latter  being  conspicuous  by  reason  of  their  unusually 
long  antennae. 

The  family  has  been  monographed  by  Winnertz  (Yerhand.  Zool. 
Bot.  Gles.  1863)  and  most  of  what  is  known  of  the  larvae  will  be  found  in 
a  paper  by  Osten  Sacken  (1886),  reprinted  from  Proc.  Ent.  Soc.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  1862,  on  “  The  characters  of  the  larvae  of  Mycetophilidae.” 

The  determination  of  species  is  often  rather  difficult,  as  the  specific 
characters  are  frequently  minute  and  require  very  careful  discrimination. 
The  genera  and  sub-families  are  mostly  distinguished  by  differences  in 
the  venation,  which  shows  considerable  variation  in  the  family.  The 
following  table  of  sub-families  is  modified  from  Williston.  (The  Sciarince 
are  now  sometimes  separated  as  a  distinct  family  and  called  Sciaridce). 

1.  Coxse  moderately  long  Cross- vein  looking  like  . .  Sciarince. 

part  of  R2  ;  cubitus  forked  near  base  of  wing. 

Coxse  very ;  long  Cross-vein  not  in  same  line  as  R2  2 

2.  Media  arising  near  base  of  wing.  Anal  more  or  less 

incomplete.  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Media  arising  near  middle  of  wing ;  Anal  complete  4 

3.  Rx  branched,  the  branch  generally  looking  like 

an  extra  Cross- vein  between  R.  Rt  and  R2  ;  3 

ocelli  present  . .  . .  . .  Sciophilince. 

R1}  not  branched,  2  or  3  ocelli  .  .  .  .  Mycetophilince 

4.  R2  reachng  the  costa,  and  arising  from  R3  at  or 

near  the  Cross  vein  .  .  .  .  . .  Mycetobiince. 

R2  generally  short  and  transverse,  ending  in  R2  5 
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5.  Media  not  coalescing  at  anypoint  with  R2  or  R3. 

Cross  vein  present  . .  .  .  .  .  BoUtophilince. 

Media  coalescing  for  some  distance  with  R2  or  Ra. 

Cross-vein  absent. 

Antennae  very  long  .  .  . .  .  .  Macrocerince. 

Antennae  short  and  flat  . .  .  .  .  .  Ceroplatince. 

Bibionidje. 

Medium  sized  ugly-looking  flies.  Antennce  with  9-12  rather  thick  joints 
closely  pressed  together.  Ocelli  present.  Front  femora  rather  thick, 
front  tibiae  generally  s pined.  Eyes  of  male  close  together  or  touching. 
Anterior  veins  thicker  than  the  others.  Wings  often  dark  or  with  dark 
spots. 

These  flies  are  easily  recognised  by  their  sluggish  movements 
(though  they  have  large  wings),  and  by  their  colour  being  almost  always 
either  black  or  orange-red.  In  many  species  the  male  is  black  while  the 
female  is  partly  orange,  as  is  also  the  case  with  some  Mycetophilids 
(Sciarince).  Their  lazy  habits  and  conspicuous  colour-scheme  suggest 
that  the  orange  and  black  might  represent  in  this  case,  as  apparently  in 
others,  the  “  warning  colours  ”  of  the  distasteful  and  dangerous  members 
of  insect  society,  but  no  observations  confirming  this  supposition 
appear  to  exist. 

The  wings  have  conspicuous  alulae.  The  sub-costa  is  generally  rudi¬ 
mentary  and  the  radius  is  often  only  two-branched.  The  flies  might 
perhaps  be  confused  with  Mycetophilidce,  since  some  of  the  latter  are  also 
black  and  orange,  possess  ocelli,  and  have  often  dark-coloured  wings 
whose  venation  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  Bibionid.  The  two  can  be  easily 
distinguished  by  looking  at  the  antennae  and  the  coxae  of  the  legs, 
both  of  which  are  much  longer  in  Mycetophilids  than  in  Bibionids. 

The  eyes  in  Bibio  are  divided  (in  the  male  flies)  into  two  distinct 
upper  and  lower  halves,  separated  by  a  narrow  band.  More  or  less  well 
marked  differences  in  the  structure  of  different  parts  of  the  eye,  usually  in 
the  size  of  the  facets,  occur  in  other  flies.  (Cf.  Blepharocerids,  Simuliids, 
Tabanids,  Dolichopodids,  Pipunculids.)  Since,  owing  to  the  internal 
arrangements  of  facetted  eyes,  clearness  of  vision  increases  with  the 
number  of  facets  in  the  parts  of  the  eye  employed,  we  may  suppose  the 
sparsely-facetted  areas  to  be  used  merely  for  the  perception  of  com¬ 
paratively  gross  differences  of  light  and  shadow  and  of  the  motion 
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of  large  objects,  while  the  closely  facetted  parts  are  of  use  in  cases  where 
more  accurate  discrimination  is  wanted  for  nearer  objects.  The  larvae 

are  grub -like,  and  have  a  homy  head 
and  jaws.  They  feed  mostly  on  decay¬ 
ing  matter,  being  often  found  in 
numbers  in  the  farmyard  manure  ap¬ 
plied  to  fields,  but  they  also  sometimes 
affect  a  diet  of  fresh  vegetables  and 
occasionally  do  damage  in  Europe  by 
eating  the  roots  of  grasses.  The  pupae 
are  generally  free  but  some  remain  in¬ 
side  the  old  larval  skin,  through  which 
project  two  branched  tubes  for  brea¬ 
thing.  The  family  numbers  about  three  hundred  species  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  The  known  Indian  species  belong  to  three  genera,  name¬ 
ly  Bibio ,  Plecia ,  and  Dilophus.  We  havereared  also  of  a  species  Aspistes 
from  rotting  roots  of  ginger.  These  genera  are  distinguished  as  follows  : 

2nd  basal  cell  absent,  antennae  with  12  joints  . . .  As  pistes. 

2nd  basal  cell  present, 

Radius  2 "branched,  front  tibiae  spineless  . . .  Plecia 

Radius  2-branched,  front  tibiae  with  a  spine-like  process 

at  the  tip  ...  ...  ...  Bibio 

Radius  2-branched,  front  tibiae  with  a  circlet  of  spines.  Dilophus. 

Simuliid  M. 


Fig.  380— Female  bibionid 
(plecia)  x '  2. 


Small  fat  flies.  Antennce  -  father  short  and  tapering ,  with  10  joints  close 
together.  Eyes  touching  in  the  male.  No  ocelli .  Thorax  humped. 
Wings  broad ,  with  only  the  anterior  veins  well-developed.  Legs  rather 
stout ,  tibia  not  spurred. 

There  is  only  one  genus  (Simulium)  in  this  family,  but  this  contains 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  known  species  which  are  widely  distributed.  In 
India  they  are  most  generally  known  as  u  Potu  55  or  “  Pipsa.  ”  In 
Europe  and  America  they  sometimes  occur  in  vast  numbers  and  do  great 
damage  to  live-stock.  The  females  suck  blood,  and  their  attacks  not 
infrequently  result  in  the  death  of  the  victim,  whose  eyes,  nose,  and  ears 
are  the  points  to  which  the  pest  mainly  directs  its  attention.  The  bite 
leaves  a  small  purple  spot  like  a  blood-blister,  and  may  cause  consider¬ 
able  irritation.  In  America  one  species  (S.  pecuarum)  has  caused  much 
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loss  among  mules,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hens,  turkeys,  pigs,  dogs,  and 
cats.  Smoke  or  Kerosene  are  preventives.  The  larvae  of  all  the  known 
species  appear  to  live  in  quickly  running  water,  which  explains  the 
general  absence  of  Simuliids  from  the  plains.  Larvae  have,  however, 
been  observed  in  quite  a  slow  stream  near  Igatpuri,  while  two  adult  flies 
have  been  taken  during  the  hot  weather  at  Pusa,  though  no  larvae 
have  been  discovered  in  the  rather  sluggish  river  which  is  the  only 
running  water  there.  The  nearest  rapid  stream  is  probably  at  least  fifty 
miles  away.  The  larvae  are  curiously  adapted  for  their  mode  of  life, 
having  a  sucker  at  the  end  of  the  body,  wherewith  to  cling  to  stones, 
a  foot-like  process  on  the  1st  thoracic  segment,  and  large  brush-like 
mouthparts,  whose  motion  sweeps  into  the  mouth  the  microscopic 
water-plants  on  which  the  creature  feeds.  The  larva  can  spin  threads 
which  help  to  protect  it  from  being  carried  away  by  the  rushing  water, 
and  when  full  grown  it  spins  a  pocket-shaped  cocoon  which  is  stuck  to 
stones  and  in  which  it  pupates  ;  the  pupa  has  two  much-branched 
breathing  filaments  which  project  from  the  open  front  of  the  cocoon. 
(PI.  LXI.)  The  fly  emerges  under  water  and  floats  to  the  surface, 
protected  from  getting  wet  by  a  bubble  of  air  or  gas  entangled  among  the 
hairs  on  the  legs  and  body.  In  the  figure  of  the  wing  (PI.  LXI,  fig.l). 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  strengthening  of  the  anterior  veins  at  the 
expense  of  the  posterior  ones  has  been  carried  much  further  than  in 
the  Bibionids,  the  only  well  marked  veins  being  the  costa,  subcosta, 
the  2-branched  radius,  and  the  basal  part  of  the  media  connected  with 
the  radius  by  the  anterior  cross  vein.  Some  other  small  flies,  e.g., 
Phoridce,  have  a  venation  at  first  sight  somewhat  similar  to  this, 
but  their  antennae  are  quite  different  to  those  of  SimMlium.  (PI. 
LIX.) 

The  eyes  in  this  family  contain  both  large  and  small  facets  (see  Bibio - 
nidce ),  and  afford  an  easy  means  of  distinguishing  the  sexes,  since  the 
male  eyes  touch  while  those  of  the  female  are  separated.  The  flies  are 
usually  coloured  with  some  combination  of  grey,  black,  and  golden 
yellow.  The  Indian  species  have  not  been  properly  studied,  only 
Simulium  indioum ,  Bech  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes),  and  S.  indianum,  Big.,  having 
been  described,  and  when  the  species  of  the  hill  districts  have  been 
collected  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  will  be  found  to  include  a  con¬ 
siderable  number. 
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PLATE  LXI. — Simuliid.e  and  Stratiomyiiile. 


Fig.  1.  Simulium  sp.  (Simuliidse).  x  8. 

,,  1^  \ 

| Larva  and  pupa,  the  latter  lying  in  its  open  cocoon, 

„  2.  Clitellaria  heminopla,  Wd.  (Stratioinyiidse).  x  3. 

,,  2a.  Larva,  x  3. 

v  3.  Sargus  metallinus  ,,  x  3. 

,.  4.  Plecticus  aurifer  ,,  x  3. 

,,  5.  Pachygaster  sp.  »  x 
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The  one  whose  stages  are  figured  on  PL  LXI  is  common  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Simla  at  the  end  of  the  rains.  No  really  practical  method 
of  exterminating  the  flies  is  known,  though  the  use  of  heavy  oil  in  the 
streams  has  apparently  been  tried  with  some  success  in  America. 

Orphnephilid^:. 

Small  bare  flies  with  eyes  contiguous  in  both  sexes  (not  as  is  usual  in  the 
male  only),  and  an  unusual  type  of  venation.  Antennce  not  longer 
than  the  head. 

These  small  flies  are  rare,  but  widely  distributed.  Nothing  is  known 
of  their  habits  and  life-history.  They  are  of  no  economic  importance, 
though  of  interest  to  the  systematist  from  the  difficulty  of  determining 
their  relationships.  None  are  known  to  occur  in  India.. 

Rhyphtdze. 

Discal  cell  present.  Empodia  pulvilliform,  pulvilli  rudimentary  or  absent. 

No  transverse  suture  on  thorax. 

These  flies  look  rather  like  small  Tipulids  with  broad  wings,  the 
latter  generally  spotted.  They  are  widely  distributed,  but  the  species 
are  few.  They  are  fond  of  shady  places  and  are  sometimes  found  on  win¬ 
dows.  The  larvae  are  mostly  aquatic,  wormlike,  amphipneustic,  with 
two  fleshy  projections  on  the  hind  end.  They  are  also  found  in  rotten 
fruit,  manure  and  decayed  wood.  The  pupae  are  free.  Two  species  are 
recorded  from  India.  Rhyphus  fenestralis,  Scop.,  which  occurs  in  the 
hills,  and  R.  pulchricornis ,  Bru.,  from  Assam.  I  have  not  yet  been  seen 
them  in  the  dry  plains.  The  venation  is  shown  on  PI.  LIX. 

ORTHORHAPHA  BRACHYCERA 

Stratiomyid^. 

Medium-sized  flies,  not  bristly .  Head  usually  as  broad  as  thorax, 

abdomen  often  flattened.  Ocelli  present.  Eyes  frequently  touching  in  the 
male,  often  with  coloured  bands  as  in  Tabanidoe.  Antennce  variable, 
3-jointed,  the  3rd  joint  a  complex  of  small  segments  and  often  with 
a  terminal  style  or  arista.  Scutellum  often  spined  or  with  serrated  edge. 
Anterior  veins  often  crowded  and  thickened,  the  others  weak.  Four 
or  five  posterior  cells  present.  Costa  rarely  reaches  to  tip  of  wing. 

This  is  a  large  family  of  often  very  beautiful  insects,  but  unimpor¬ 
tant  from  the  economic  point  of  view.  In  their  adult  condition  they 
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are  found  about  flowers  and  leaves,  and  the  larvae  are  many  of  them 
scavengers.  The  flies  are  generally  lazy  and  not  easily  frightened,  and 
are  fond  of  sitting  on  leaves  near  the 
ground  in  damp  rather  shady  places.  PL 
LXI,  fig.  3,  shows  the  commonest  species 
of  the  plains  (Sargus  metallinus)  and  give 
some  idea  of  the  beautiful  colouring  which 
these  flies  often  show.  The  wings  are 
carried  at  rest  lying  flat  over  each  other 
along  the  abdomen  and  the  members  of 
the  family  have  generally  a  characteristic 
look  about  them  which  makes  them  easy 
to  recognise ;  where  there  is  a  doubt,  a 
glance  at  the  antennae  and  venation  will 
in  most  cases  be  enough  to  resolve  it. 

The  sexes  may  be  distinguished  by  the 
distance  apart  of  the  eyes.  The  larvae, 
which  are  sometimes  predaceous,  are  found 
in  various  decaying  substances,  under  bark 
or  in  the  sap  exuding  from  it,  and  often  in 
water,  even  occasionally  in  salt  water 
and  hot  springs.  The  aquatic  forms  often 
possess  a  beautiful  hair-fringed  tail-cup 
(fig.  379)  which  floats  and  keeps  the 

posterior  spiracles  at  the  surface.  The 
skin  of  the  larva  is  often  very  strong  and 
hard,  frequently  covered  with  a  sort  of 
chalky  layer  which  helps  to  stiffen  it, 
and  when  the  larva  pupates  this  larva- 
skin  separates  from  the  pupa  but  remains 
enclosing  it  as  a  protecting  outer  case. 
Interesting  accounts  of  the  structure  and 
habits  of  these  larvse  will  be  found  in 
Miall  (“  Aquatic  Insects  ”). 

The  student  will  find  a  list  of  genera 
and  species  in  Indian  Museum  Records 
(Brunetti). 


Fig.  3SI— Larval  skis-  of  a  stra- 

TIOMYIID  TO  SHOW  TAILFRINGE. 
UPPER  FIG.  X  2. 


Fig.  382  -Larva  of  a  stratio- 

MYIII),  VENTRAL  VIEW. 
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The  Clitellarince  (PI.  LXI,  fig.  1)  and  Sargince  are  common  in  India, 
but  the  curious  little  dumpy  round-bellied  Pachygastrince  (PI.  LXI,  fig. 

5,)  whose  flattened  predaceous  larvae 
live  under  bark,  are  less  often  met  with. 
The  venation  typical  of  these  three 
sub-families  is  shown  in  fig.  381. 

Leptim:. 


Fig.  383— Stratiomyiid  venation 

(AFTER  COMSTOCK).  A  PACHYGAS. 
TER,  B  CL1TELLARIA,  C  SARGUS. 


Antennce  variable  as  in  Stratiomyidce. 
Eyes  often  touching  in  the  male . 
Proboscis  sometimes  long  and  beak- 
like.  Pulvilli  and  empodia  present. 
At  least  some  of  the  tibice  with  spurs. 
Leptids  are  of  moderate  size,  being 
rarely  quite  small,  with  the  legs  and 


Fig.  384 — Antennae  of  Leptids. 
( A fter  Comstock.) 


abdomen  both  rather  long  and  thin,  the  latter  somewhat  tapering  at  the 
hind  end.  The  head  is  wide  and  the  eyes  large.  The  body  is  frequently 
covered  with  a  close  coat  of  short  hairs  sometimes  golden  yellow  in  colour, 
and  when  at  rest  the  wings  are  not  folded  over  the  back  as  in  Stratio- 
myids  but  are  held  apart  after  the  manner  of  the  Tabanidce.  The  usual 
type  of  venation  is  shown  on  PL  LIX.  The  flies  are  of  rather  sluggish 
habit,  with  a  short  silent  flight,  and  are  predaceous ;  two  genera,  Sym- 
phoromyia  and  Trichopalpus,  are  said  to  suck  blood  freely  in  America, 
while  cases  are  also  on  record  of  people  in  Europe  having  been  bitten  by 
Leptis  ;  no  Indian  species  is  yet  known  to  suck  blood  ;  the  family,  as  a 
whole,  certainly  does  not  occur  in  any  abundance  in  the  plains.  None 
have  ever  been  seen  at  Pusa,  though  the  flies  are  apparently  not  uncom¬ 
mon  in  Assam  and  in  the  Eastern  Himalayas.  The  sexes  are  distinguished 
by  the  wider  separation  of  the  eyes  in  the  female.  The  breeding-habits 
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appear  to  be  not  unlike  those  of  Tabanidce,  the  eggs  being  laid  on  plants 
overhanging  water  or  in  damp  woody  places.  The  predaceous  larvae 
are  aquatic  or  live  in  decaying  wood  or  moist  earth  and  moss.  One 
species  is  known  to  make  a  pit  like  an  ant-lion  and  catch  food  in  the  same 
way.  The  larvae  of  Xylophagince  sometimes  have  the  head  and  anterior 
part  horny  and  drawn  out  to  a  point  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  mouth. 
The  family  comprises  two  or  three  hundred  widely  distributed  species, 
and  is  divided  as  follows,  the  Leptince  containing  most  species.  The 
Xylophagince  often  have  a  considerable  resemblance  to  Hymenoptera. 

(a)  Antennae  not  long,  3rd  joint  apparently  unseg¬ 

mented,  with  a  style  or  arista  . .  Leptince . 

(b)  Antennae  longer,  3rd  joint  complex. 

(1)  All  the  tibiae  spurred  . .  . .  Xylophagince. 

(2)  Front  tibiae  without  spurs. .  . .  Arthroceratince. 

Tabanid^. 

Bans --flies,  Gad-flies,  “  clegs.”  Body  usually  rather  broad  and  flat.  Head 
large,  broad  and  flat,  the  eyes  large,  touching  in  the  male ;  often  with 
coloured  spots  or  stripes.  Antennce  projecting,  3rd  joint  made  up  of 
several  segments.  Proboscis  strong,  pointing  downwards,  sometimes 
(. Pangonia )  very  long  and  horizontal.  No  bristles  on  the  body. 
Squamce  well  developed.  Wings  fairly  large,  the  costa  extending  all 
round,  when  at  rest  held  separated  ( except  Hcematopota)  not  folded 
flat  over  one  another. 

Dans-flies  are  easily  squashable,  generally  fairly  large  flies,  at  least 
as  big  as  a  bluebottle,  and  often  bigger.  They  are  well  known  from 

the  blood-sucking  habits  of  the 
females,  and  are  in  some  districts 
a  constant  source  of  annoyance 
to  horses,  cattle,  men,  and  other 
animals.  Their  bite  is  severe,  but 
generally  does  not  result  in  so 
much  swelling  and  subsequent 
irritation  as  does  that  of  the  mos¬ 
quito;  sometimes,  however,  this 
is  by  no  means  the  case,  and  very 
considerable  discomfort  may  be 
experienced.  It  is  probable  that 


Fig.  385— Mouth  pa  rts  of  Female. 
Tabanus.  ( After  Hine.) 

mxp  Palpus 
mx  Maxilla 
mn  Mandible 
hpx  Hypo  pharynx 
Ihr  La  brum 
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PLATE  LXII. — Tabanida 


1.  Tabanus  sp.  Wlk.  x  2. 

1  a.  Egg  mass,  x  2. 

lb.  Young  larva,  x  8. 

lc.  Full-grown  larva,  x  1. 

ld.  Pupa,  x  2. 

le.  Parasite,  x  8. 

2.  Tabanus  sp.  x  2. 

3.  Pangonia  longirostris.  x  2. 

4.  Gastroxides  ater.  x  2. 

5.  Hcematopota  sp.  x  2. 

6.  Chrysops  dispar,  x  2 
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such  resuits  are  due,  not  to  any  poison  secreteji  by  the  insect,  but  to 
dirt  accidentally  introduced  into  the  wound  either  by  the  fly’s  proboscis 
or  in  some  other  way. 

Unlike  most  mosquitos,  Tabanidce  bite  only  during  the  day  time, 
but  they  resemble  the  former  in  that  the  females  alone  are  blood-suckers. 
The  males  live  on  nectar  or  the  juices  of  plants  and  fruits,  and  the  females 
can  also  subsist  on  vegetarian  diet  if  they  are  unable  to  get  blood.  Both 
sexes  have  been  observed  feeding  on  the  sugary  substance  exuded  by 
Aphids,  and  it  seems  probable  that  some  species  of  Pangonia  (females) 
do  not  include  blood  in  their  diet  :  we  have  observed  them  sucking  com¬ 
posite  flowers  at  Simla,  but  never  biting.  One  species  of  Tabanus  at 
Pusa  appears  to  drink  water  when  on  the  wing,  like  a  swallow,  and  those 
that  we  have  kept  in  captivity  have  drunk  freely  of  sugar  and  water,  and 
of  “  Hcematogen  ”  (a  blood-like  patent  medicine).  The  sexes  are 
generally  easily  distinguished  by  the  eyes,  which  touch  one  another  in 
the  males  and  are  separate  in  the  females. 


The  majority  of  blood-sucking  flies  have  aquatic  or  semi-aquatic  larvae, 
and  the  Tabanids,  as  a  family,  form  no  exception  to  this  general  rule. 

The  eggs  (fig.  1  a,  PI.  LXII)  which  are 
usually  dark-coloured  and  cigar-shaped, 
or  sometimes  curved  and  with  a  white 
incrustation,  are  generally  laid  arranged 
in  more  or  less  regular  masses  on  leaves  or 
stems  of  plants  overhanging  water  or  the 
mud  at  the  edge  of  water.  When  the  eggs 
hatch  the  larvae  fall  out  into  the  water, 
whence  they  soon  make  their  way  to  the 
mud  at  the  bank,  where  they  live  until 
full  grown,  eating  living  or  dead  insects,  and  in  captivity  preying  on  one 
another  when  food  is  scarce.  When  full  grown  they  leave  the  water’s 
edge  and  make  their  way  further  up  the  bank  where  they  pupate 
just  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  larvae  are  apparently 
metapneustic,  with  well  developed  mouth-hooks,  a  retractile  head, 
and  the  body -segments  usually  furnished  with  prominent  tubercles 
bearing  small  claw-like  spines  which  assist  in  locomotion.  The  tail  is 
usually  more  or  less  prolonged  into  a  retractile  breathing-tube,  and  a 
round  double  swelling  below  marks  the  anus.  A  characteristic  feature 
iil  38 


Fig.  386— Mouthparts  of  fe¬ 
male  Tabanus ,  showing  ab¬ 
sence  of  Mandibles. 
(After  Nine.) 
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is  the  longitudinal  striation  of  the  whole  body,  but  this  is  sometimes 
only  very  faintly  marked.  One  Pusa  species  Gastroxides  ater  (PL  LXII, 
fig.  4)  lives  in  hollow  trees. 

Some  of  the  larvse  have  the  power  of  emitting  a  sound,  a  tiny  squeak 
or  click,  like  the  noise  made  by  a  small  electric  spark.  It  has  been  sup¬ 
posed  (Paoli,  Redia,  1907)  that 
a  curious  structure  known  as 
“  Graber’s  organ  ”  (fig.  387) 
is  concerned  either  with  the 
production  or  with  the  per¬ 
ception  of  such  sounds  ;  this 
organ  can  be  seen  in  the  living 
larva  as  two  or  three  pairs  of 
small  black  dots  under  the 
skin,  the  number  and  arrange¬ 
ment  varying  to  some  extent 
in  different  species.  The  form 
of  the  tail,  breathing  tube,  and 
tracheae  are  also  helpful  in  dis¬ 
tinguishing  the  larvae,  as  are 
also  the  shape  and  number  of 
the  tubercles  and  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  small  bristles  on 
the  body-segments. 

The  pupa  is  found  in  the  earth  ;  it  lies  free  of  the  larval  skin,  and  has 
usually  rings  of  bristles  on  the  abdomen  and  some  spines  and  tubercles 
on  the  head  and  thorax  (fig.  388).  The  thoracic  spiracle  is  rather  large 
and  roughly  crescent-shaped.  At  Pusa  there  are  apparently  three  broods 
of  Tabanus  yearly,  flies  emerging  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  hot 
weather  (about  February  and  June)  and  at  the  end  of  the  rains  (October). 
Hibernation  takes  place  in  the  larval  condition  through  the  cold 
weather  in  all  those  species  with  which  I  am  acquainted  at  Pusa. 

Some  species  are  attacked  by  small  Hymenopterous  egg-parasites, 
(PI.  LXII,  fig.  le.),  which  in  the  case  of  one  species  of  Tabanus  we  have 
found  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  eggs  observed,  though  the  flies 
were  common  in  spite  of  this.  No  practical  method  of  getting  rid  of  the 
flies  has  ever  yet  been  found,  except  clearing  their  breeding-places.  Their 
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destruction  is  desirable  since  they  are  practically  certainly  concerned  in 
the  spread  of  diseases  of  horses  and  cattle.  They  can  to  a  certain 
extent  be  kept  from  biting  by  the  application  of 
kerosene-  or  crude-oil  emulsion,  the  effect  some¬ 
times  seeming  to  last  for  seyeral  days  after 
application.  The  family  contains  between  one 
and  two  thousand  species,  which  occur  all  over 
the  world.  Though  the  genera  are  very  widely 
distributed,  the  range  of  many  individual  species 
seems  to  be  comparatively  restricted.  The 
differences  between  the  species  are  often  ex¬ 
tremely  slight,  and  the  family  as  a  whole  shows 
a  coherent  assemblage  of  forms  closely  following 
one  or  two  common  patterns.  It  is  thus  very 
easy  to  recognise  a  fly  as  a  Tabanid,  and  often 
difficult  to  find  out  what  Tabanid  it  is.  The 
table  indicates  the  distinctions  between  the 
genera  more  commonly  found  in  India.  The 
number  of  species  known  is  doubtful  (Y.  D.  Wulp 
lists  over  fifty)  and  they  are  at  present  undergoing 
revision.  All  these  genera  are  figured  on  PI.  LXII. 
Antennae  much  longer  than  the  head  .  .  .  .  Chrysops. 

Antennae  not  as  above. — 

(1)  Proboscis  very  long  .  .  .  .  Pangonia. 

(2)  Proboscis  short.  Resting  position  with 

wings  flat,  separated  .  .  .  .  Tabanus. 

(3)  Resting  position  with  wings  nearly 
parallel  with  the  sides  of  the  body. 

Wings  usually  brown,  spotted  with 
white  .  .  .  .  Hcematopota. 


Fig.  388— Pupa  of 
Tabanus  x  4. 


Cyrtid^:. — ( Acroceridce ). 

Medium-sized  or  small  flies.  Head  often  very  small,  eyes  usually  meeting 
in  both  sexes.  Antennce  variable,  3-jointed  with  a  terminal  style, 
which  may  be  absent.  Venation  variable,  veins  often  faint.  Thorax 
large  and  round,  squamce  very  large,  abdomen  very  large  and  round. 
Mouth-parts  variable,  often  rudimentary . 

These  very  curious  flies  are  easily  recognized  by  their  small  down- 
bent  head,  humped  thorax,  and  very  large  squamae  and  abdomen,  the 
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latter  often  of  extraordinary  rotundity.  Probably  the  only  other  flies 
with  which  they  might  be  confused  are  Stratiomyids  belonging  to  the 
division  Pachygastrince  (Pl.  LXI,  fig.  5),  and  from  these  the  squamae 
and  venation  will  distinguish  them.  They  are  never  bristly,  sometimes 
hairy,  generally  quite  smooth.  The  life-histories  are  not  well  known, 
but  the  larvae  seem  to  be  parasitic  in  the  egg-cocoons  or  the  bodies  of 
spiders.  The  fly’s  eggs  are  said  to  be  laid,  not  on  the  spider  or  among 
its  eggs,  but  on  grass  and  stems  whence  in  some  unknown  fashion  the 
larvae  get  in  touch  with  their  unwilling  hosts. 

The  family  is  quite  a  small  one  and  its  members  are  as  a  rule 
uncommon.  Oncodes  costalis,  Wlk,,  is  recorded  from  India  ;  we  have 
taken  another  undetermined  species  at  Mussoorie  (PL  LXIII,  fig.  11), 
flying  about  Convolvulus  flowers,  and  at  Pusa  in  grass  and  low 
herbage. 

Nemestrinid^e. 

Moderate-sized  hairy  flies  with  characteristic  venation.  Antennce  short , 
3rd  joint  simple  with  a  thin  terminal  jointed  style. 

The  peculiar  venation  (fig.  387)  characterises  this  small  though 
widely-spread  family.  About  a  hundred  species  are  known,  and  their 


Fig.  389— Nemestrinid  Wing. 

[After  Williston.) 

habits  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Bomhyliidce ,  i.e.,  they  are  flower-flies, 
and  suck  nectar. 

The  life-history  of  one  species  is  partly  known  and  is  very  curious. 
The  eggs  are  laid  in  the  burrows  of  a  boring  beetle  ( Anthaxia )  whence 
the  larvae  issue  in  numbers  and  are  wafted  away  by  the  wind.  After 
this  it  would  seem  probable  that  they  cling  to  beetles  (in  this  case  a 
Cockchafer),  and  are  carried  with  them  into  the  ground  when  they  lay 
their  eggs,  subsequently  feeding  on  the  beetle-larvae  which  hatch. 
Exactly  how  they  get  to  the  beetle-larvae  is  not,  however,  known  with 
any  certainty  (Williston). 
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The  flies  are  rare,  and  seem  to  be  usually  caught  on  hill  tops,  or 
flying  about  the  tops  of  big  trees.  The  Indian  Museum  collection 
contains  one  species  ( Hirmoneura  montana,  Bru.)  from  Mussoorie,  and 
there  is  an  unnamed  Trichophthalma  from  India  in  the  British  Museum. 

Bombyliim:. 

Antennce  3  jointed ,  the  terminal  style  small  or  absent.  Head  generally 
rounded ,  eyes  often  meeting  above  in  the  male .  Proboscis  long  and  thin 
or  short  and  thick.  Body  generally  downy ,  or  with  thick  fur ,  sometimes 
with  scales.  Legs  usually  thin  and  rather  long ,  feet  small.  Radius 
four-  branched.  Basal  cells  long.  Squamce  small.  Wings  often  with 
a  dark  pattern. 

This  large  family  (some  1,500  species  are  known)  is  one  which  forms 
a  characteristic  feature  of  the  fly  fauna  of  the  plains.  Its  members  are 
found  in  all  dry  districts,  and  can  be  seen  hovering  about  sun-burnt 
banks  and  paths  and  in  the  most  arid  and  unpromising  situations. 
Their  flight  is  extremely  rapid  and  well  regulated :  I  once  timed  a  small 
Anthrax  hovering  about  a  twig,  and  for  nearly  six  minutes  it  remained 
within  a  space  of  certainly  not  more  than  a  cubic  inch  in  extent. 
When  disturbed  they  dart  away  like  lightning,  a  habit  which  renders 
their  capture  rather  difficult  to  accomplish  without  extravagance  in 
time  and  nervous  energy ;  a  great  saving  in  these  respects  is  gained  by 
stealthily  bringing  the  net  as  near  as  possible  and  then  enclosing  the 
fly  with  a  rapid  jerk:  about  sun-set  they  can  often  be  found  by 
sweeping  grass.  The  two  main  types  to  which  the  majority  of  the 
genera  belong  are  the  Bombyliince ,  hump-backed  furry  forms  with 
long  thin  proboscis,  often  looking  a  good  deal  like  bees,  and  the 
Anthracince,  which  are  not  hump-backed,  have  a  relatively  larger 
head,  longer  abdomen,  and  short  proboscis.  Though  many  Anthracines 
are  clothed  with  thickish  hair  they  are  not  so  characteristically  furry 
as  the  Bombyliince ,  and  some  are  almost  bare,  these  latter  having 
some  slight  superficial  resemblance  to  small  Tabanidce.  The  majority 
of  the  commoner  species  of  the  plains  belong  to  the  Anthracine  type, 
though  Bombylius  and  allied  genera  are  not  uncommon,  especially 
after  the  rains.  The  sexes  differ  in  the  distance  between  the  eyes, 
those  of  the  males  being  closer. 

The  chief  importance  of  these  flies  lies  in  the  mode  of  life  of  the 
larvae,  which  are  found  as  parasites  in  or  on  the  eggs  or  larvae  of 
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other  insects.  The  hosts  are  mostly  Hymenoptera,  bub  other  groups, 
including  Acridiidce  (Locusts),  are  known  to  be  attacked,  and  a 
species  of  Geron  (G.  argentifrons ,  Bru.)  has  been  found  at  Pusa 
parasitic  on  a  Tortricid  moth,  Laspeyresia  jaculatrix.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  female  Anthracines  hovering  up  and  down  over 
the  surface  of  brick  walls  and  other  places  where  nests  of  Hymenoptera 
are  likely  to  be,  evidently  exploring  to  find  a  suitable  place  for  their 
eggs  :  these  they  seem  to  jerk  from  the  abdomen  while  still  on  the 
wing,  as  described  by  Fabre,  but  no  Indian  species  have  yet  had  their 
life-histories  properly  traced.  They  carefully  inspect  likely-looking 
holes  and  cracks  in  bricks  or  wood,  and  we  have  more  than  once 
beguiled  the  common  Argyramceba  distigma  into  wasting  much  time 
over  an  attractive  “  hole  ”  painted  on  a  piece  of  paper  pinned  up  on 
the  wall  or  the  verandah  of  the  bungalow.  From  the  biological  point 
of  view  the  chief  interest  of  these  life-histories  centres  in  the  very 
remarkable  changes  of  form  undergone  by  the  larvae,  each  change  being 
specially  adapted  to  help  it  in  the  progressive  stages  of  its  career. 
Fabre  has  studied  these  changes  in  the  case  of  an  Argyramceba  and 
the  following  account  of  his  work  is  abridged  from  Dr.  Sharp’s  volume 
on  Insects  (Pt.  II)  in  the  Cambridge  Natural  History.  The  victim  in 
this  case  is  the  Mason-bee  ( Chalicodoma ),  one  of  those  Hymenoptera 
which  build  hard  nests  of  mud,  like  those  commonly  seen  about  the 
corners  of  bungalow  walls  and  such  like  places.  The  parent  fly 


hovers  over  one  of  these 
nests  and  drops  upon  it  a 
minute  egg  whence  emerges 
a  tiny  slender  larva  hard¬ 
ly  Ao  inch  long.  After  re¬ 
maining  quiet  (all  the  time 
in  a  fasting  condition)  for 
about  a  fortnight,  the  little 
animal  begins  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  energy  and  per¬ 
severance  to  explore  the 
surface  of  the  nest  until  it 
finds  some  tiny  crack  large 
enough  to  give  it  access  to 


Fig.  390— Larva  of  Hyperalonia  in  resting 

STAGE,  LYING  NEAR  THE  DESTROYED  SCELI- 
PHRON  LARVA  SHOWN  ABOVE  IT  X  2. 
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the  interior.  Once  there,  the  slender  lissom  shape  is  useless,  and 
it  now  changes  to  a  thickish  grub  with  a  delicate  sucker-mouth, 
which  it  applies  to  the  body  of  the  luckless  bee-larva,  whose  juices  are 
thereby  gradually  absorbed  without  any  perceptible  wound  being  inflict¬ 
ed  :  when  this  treatment  has  lasted  about  a  fortnight  nothing  remains 
but  an  empty  skin.  The  fly-larva,  now  fully  grown,  remains  quiescent 
for  some  months  (cf.  fig.  390)  and  then  changes  to  a  pupa,  which  like 
the  other  stages  shows  a  remarkable  fitness  for  meeting  the  requirements 
of  its  position. 

Of  these  the  most  pressing  is  obviously  the  necessity  of  ultimately 
being  able  to  escape  from  its  stout  clay  prison-cell,  and  for  this  end  the 
pupa  is  furnished  with  six  hard  and  strong  spines  on  the  head  used  for 
demolishing  the  surrounding  masonry,  and  some  horns  and  thick  bristles 
on  the  tail  and  body.  The  pupa  is  thus  enabled  to  break  its  way  to  the 
open  air,  and  the  fly  then  emerges,  leaving  the  pupa  skin  still  fixed  in  the 
wall  of  the  keeks  cell. 

These  successive  adaptations  to  changing  conditions  recall  other 
cases  of  “  hypermetamorphosis,  ”  such  for  instance  as  that  undergone 


Fig.  391— Pupa-skins  of  Hyperalonia  in  nest  of 
SCELIPHRON  X  2. 

by  some  of  the  Blister  beetles  ( Cantharidce ),  and  it  is  interesting  to  notice 
that  the  mode  of  life  is  very  similar  in  these  two  insects,  the  beetle-larvae 
being  parasitic  on  locusts  andHymenoptera,  just  like  the  fly-larva  whose 
career  we  have  sketched  above  ;  both  of  them,  as  minute  and  active 
individuals,  start  life  fasting,  so  that  in  the  end  they  may  win  through  to 
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the  all-important  egg  or  grub  on  which  their  life  depends.  While  they 
have  nothing  to  do  but  eat,  both  alike  suffer  a  degradation  of  form  and 
a  loss  of  activity,  which  latter  is  in  each  case  partially  regained  in  order 
to  permit  of  the  final  changes  to  the  perfect  insect.  Such  life-histories 
as  these  offer  a  fascinating  subject  for  study,  and  for  this  India,  owing 
to  the  abundance  of  the  flies,  should  afford  excellent  opportunities.  Fig. 
391  shows  the  clay  cell  of  one  of  the  common  Hymenoptera  of  India 
(Sceliphron  madraspatanum)  which  has  been  penetrated  by  Anthracine 
larvae  (Hyperalonia  sphynx).  The  pupa-cases  of  the  fly,  still  sticking  in 
the  clay  wall,  show  the  big  spines  which  enable  the  pupa  to  burst  out  of 
its  cell  when  the  insect  is  ready  to  emerge.  A  remarkable  genus  found 
in  the  hills,  very  unlike  most  of  the  other  Bombyliids,  is  Systropus,  figured 
on  PI.  LXIII,  fig.  4  ;  their  resemblance  to  thin-bodied  Hymenoptera, 
especially  when  they  are  flying,  is  extremely  close.  Another  very  curious 
genus,  Empidideicus,  is  represented  by  a  minute  fly  occasionally  found 
in  grass  at  Pusa,  in  which  the  proboscis  is  so  long  and  thick  as  to  have  the 
appearance  of  an  elephant’s  trunk.  A  list  of  Indian  genera  and  species 
is  given  by  Brunetti  (Indian  Museum  Records). 

Apiocerid^e. 

Two  or  three  genera  of  rare  flies,  whose  systematic  position  is 
doubtful.  They  may  be  Asilidce  or  Mydaidce.  They  are  not  known 
from  India . 

Scenopinid^e. 

Rather  small  bare  black  flies.  3rd  joint  of  antennce  simple  and  elongate. 

Noarista.  Ocelli  present.  Eyes  usually  touching  in  the  male.  Abdo¬ 
men  of  seven  segments ,  rather  flat.  ls£  posterior  cell  narrowed  or  closed. 

These  flies  are  rather  uncommon  in  the  plains,  and  form  a  very  small 
family,  all  of  one  genus  Scenopinus,  of  no  particular  interest.  One  species 
(PI.  LXIII,  fig.  10)  is  not  rare  in  the  hills,  and  looks  rather  like  a  small 
black  Stratiomyid,  but  from  ■  his  family  the  venation  and  the  absence 
of  spines  or  serrations  on  the  scutellum  give  enough  distinction.  The 
larvse  are  very  slender,  and  each  segment  but  one  has  a  deep  groove  round 
it  so  that  it  looks  like  two  segments.  They  are  found  in  various 
situations,  (e.g.,  under  carpets  and  in  decaying  fungi),  and  are  supposed 
to  be  predaceous,  but  little  is  known  about  them.  They  are  much  like 
the  larvse  of  Therevidce.  We  figure  a  specimen  of  S.  indicus  which  was 
bred  from  a  pupa  found  in  decaying  wood  at  Pusa. 
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PLATE  LXIII.  'Bombyludjs,  Asilid^e,  etc. 

Fig.  1.  Bombylius  orientalis.  x  2 

,,  2.  Argyramceba  aperta.  x  2 

)5  3.  Exoprosopa  jlammea.  x  2 

,,  4.  Systropus  himctlayensis,  Bru.  x  2 

,,  5,  Promachus  rufipes.  x  2' 

,,  6.  Allocotasia  (aurata,  Fab.?)  x  2  j-Asilidae. 

,,  7.  Laxenecera  flavibarbis.  x  2j 

,,  8.  Phycus  brunneus.  (Therevidae).  x  2. 

,,  9.  Psilopus  sp.  (Dolichopidae).  x  2. 

,,  10.  Scenopinus  indicus.  (Scenopinidae).  x  6, 

,,  11.  Sp.  incert.  (Ctyrtidae).  x  4. 
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Therevids. 

Medium-sized  bristly  or  hairy  flies.  Head  broad.  Eyes  contiguous  in  the 
male.  Antennas  short ,  3rd  joint  simple  usually  with  a  terminal  style. 
Ocelli  present.  Five  posterior  cells ,  anal  cell  closed  near  the  margin. 

Therevids  are  probably  predaceous  both  in  the  larval  and  adult  con¬ 
dition.  The  larvae,  like  those  of  Scenopinids,  have  tin  appearance  of 

possessing  19  segments,  and  in 
Europe  have  been  found  in  rotten 
wood  and  in  earth.  The  pupae 
are  free.  The  adult  flies,  which 
are  often  clothed  with  silvery 
grey  fur,  may  sometimes  be 
seen  sitting  about  on  twigs  and 
leaves  apparently  waiting  for 
their  prey  after  the  Asilid  man¬ 
ner  :  though  a  good  deal  like 
Asilids  in  appearance,  they  are 
rather  more  slender  and  have 
much  thinner  legs  (fig.  392), 
while  their  attitude  while  waiting 
(for  prey?)  is  rather  different, 
the  head  being  held  higher  and 
the  tail  depressed  ;  the  proboscis, 
too,  is  not  horny  and  prominent  as  in  Asilidce.  Nothing  seems  to  be 
known  regarding  the  kind  of  insects  on  which  they  most  usually  feed, 
or  of  the  life-histories  of  the  Indian  forms.  They  have  a  fondness  for 
sitting  on  sand,  and  have  more  than  once 
been  seen  at  Pusa  watching  the  pits 
made  by  Ant-lions,  possibly  in  order  to 
secure  the  insects  entrapped  therein. 

We  have  observed  them  dancing  in 
great  numbers  in  the  early  morning  at 
the  begininng  of  the  hot  weather  at  Fig.  393— Head  of  a  Therevid, 
Pusa.  The  genus  Phycus  (PI.  LXIII, 

fig.  8)  is  not  uncommonly  met  with  in  the  plains,  but  nothing  is  known 
of  it,  not  even  that  it  is  predaceous.  Unlike  most  Therevids  it  is 
smooth  and  not  hairy. 
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The  family  as  a  whole  includes  about  two  hundred  species ;  those 
recorded  from  India  are  some  half-dozen  species  of  Thereva  and 
Phycus. 

Mydaim:. 

Large  or  very  large  flies.  Antennae  club-like ,  rather  long,  the  3rd  joint 
flattened.  Venation  characteristic,  branches  of  radius  coalescing,  and 
-first  branch  of  media  ending  at  or  before  the  tip  of  the  wing,  which  is 
often  dark  coloured. 


These  flies  have  the  general  appearance  of  large  Asilids,  from  which 
the  above  characters  will  be  enough  to  distinguish  them.  Like  the  Asi¬ 
lids  they  are  predaceous  in  both  adult  and  larval  stages,  and  the  larvse 
have  been  found  in  rotten  wood.  They  constitute  a  small  and  wide¬ 
spread  family  of  which  little  is  known.  There  is  one  Indian  species 
belonging  to  the  genus  Leptomydas  in  the  collection  of  the  Indian 
Museum.  The  characteristic  venation  is  shown  on  PL  LIX. 

Asilids. 


Antennae  3- jointed,  3rd  joint  generally  elongated,  with  or  without  a 
terminal  style.  Head  broad,  depressed  between  the  eyes.  Proboscis 
stout,  sharp  and  horny.  Body  generally  long ,  with  strong  bristles, 
often  hairy.  Legs  and  feet  strong,  pulvilli  usually  large,  empodia 
bristle-like.  Squamae  rudimentary  or  absent.  Five  posterior  cells,  of 
which  the  ls£  and  ith  may  be  closed.  Anal  cell  open  or  closed. 
Genital  organs  usually  conspicuous. 

A  very  large  family  whose  members  are  abundant  in  the  plains,  and 
may  considerably  benefit  us  by  their  extraordinary  appetites.  They 

prey  upon  other  insects  of  many  kinds  and 
their  voracity  is  amazing.  They  do  not 
fly  much,  but  may  be  seen  lying  in  wait  for 
their  victims  on  twigs  and  stubble  or  leaves, 
generally  near  the  ground,  and  their  short 
flights  produce  a  rather  loud  dull  buzz. 
Prof.  P oul ton  (Trans.  Ent,  Soc.,  1907)  has 
made  a  study  of  the  food  of  predaceous 
insects,  and  has  found  that  Asilidce  prey 
chiefly  on  Hymenoptera,  Diptera,  Coleop- 
tera,  and  Lepidoptera,  and  less  frequently  on  Orthoptera,  Neuroptera, 
Homoptera  and  Hemiptera  (in  India  Asilids  feed  extensively  on  Oxya 


Fig.  394— Head  of  an  Asilid 

SHOWING  DEPRESSION  BET¬ 
WEEN  THE  EYES. 
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velox,  an  orthopteron.)  There  is  a  large  field  for  interesting  work  on 
these  lines  in  India,  and  the  student  should  consult  Prof.  Poulton’s 
paper.  Some  of  the  Asilids  are  very  large,  and  several  (especially  the 
Laphrince)  look  much  like  bees,  having  a  comparatively  short  and 
thick  body  (PL  LXIV,  fig.  7)  ;  others  {Leptogaster ,  fig.  395)  are  of  the 
most  slender  build,  with  a  very  long  thin  abdomen,  and  no  pulvilli 
on  the  feet.  These  are  not  uncommon  in  the  hills,  and  the  prevalence 
of  this  elongated  body-form,  not  in  this  family  alone  but  in  others 
also,  seems  to  be  a  characteristic  of  the  flies  of  that  region  as 
compared  with  those  of  the  plains.  Why  this  should  be  is  at 
present  an  unanswerable  question.  In  the  case  of  the  Bombyliid 
Systropus  (PI.  LXIII,  fig.  4)  the  strong  resemblance  which  it  certainly 
has  to  long-bodied  Hymenoptera  common  in  the  same  locality  may  very 
possibly  be  of  benefit  in  some  way  ;  we  do  not  know  in  what  way.  The 
same  might  perhaps  be  said  of  the  elegant  little  Syrphids  of  Baccha, 
Sphegina,  and  allied  genera  (PL  LXY,  fig.  4),  but  not  of  Leptogaster 
since  this  is  not  like  any  common  Hymenopteron,  and  in  this  case 
some  other  explanation  must  be  sought.  Perhaps  the  requirements  of 
their  larval  stages  are  not  fulfilled  in  the  plains  ;  perhaps  the  large 
surface  exposed  on  the  long  abdomen  is  uncomfortable  in  very  hot  dry 
conditions  ;  it  may  be  that  the  flies  prey  especially  upon  certain  species 
of  insects  which  occur  in  abundance  only  in  the  hills,  or  they  may  have 
some  parasite  or  other  enemy  which  lives  only  in  the  plains.  These  are, 
of  course,  the  merest  suggestions,  and  entirely  valueless,  as  all  such 
speculations  must  be  until  backed  up  by  adequate  knowledge  of  the 
life-histories  and  physiology  of  the  insects.  In  one  respect  we  may  say 

with  some  certainty  that  the  attenuate 
shape  of  Baccha  and  Leptogaster  is  of 
advantage,  and  that  is  as  a  protection, 
at  any  rate  from  human  enemies,  for 
unless  shown  up  by  a  light  background 
they  are  very  noticeably  inconspicuous. 
Another  point  which  is  perhaps  worth 
notice  is  the  strong  likeness  in  form  and 
general  build  between  Leptogaster  and 
Dragon-flies.  It  is  probable  that  this 
superficial  likeness  in  two  such  distantly 


Fig.  395— Ax  Asxlid  (Lepto¬ 
gaster)  Simla. 
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connected  groups  has  arisen 
requirements  of  their  common 
the  Dragon-fly  live  by  chasing 
other  insects  and  catching  them 
on  the  wing,  the  former  sucking 
their  juice  with  its  pointed  beak, 
the  latter  chewing  them  in  its 
powerful  jaws.  Both  have  a  par¬ 
ticularly  broad  head  furnished 
with  large  eyes  ;  strong  bristly 
grasping  legs  and  feet,  large 
wings  and  a  long  thin  abdomen. 
The  utility  of  strong  mouthparts, 
legs  and  wings  is  obvious;  the 


independently  in  response  to  the 
mode  of  life.  Both  the  Asilid  and 


9  cr 

Fig.  396— The  extremity  of  the 

ABDOMEN  IN  FEMALE  AND 
MALE  ASILIDS. 


breadth  of  the  head  probably  gives  its  owner  greater  powers  of  judging 
the  distance  of  its  prey  correctly,  while  the  long  abdomen  helps  as  a 
balancer  and  rudder,  enabling  the  insect  to  turn  quickly  and  accurate^ 
when  swooping  on  its  victim. 


The  sexes  are  easily  distinguished  ;  the  males  always  have  big  clasp - 
ers  and  the  females  a  pointed  ovipositor  (fig.  396).  The  larvae  are  pro¬ 
bably  all  predaceous,  and  with 
the  pupae  are  most  often  found 
in  rotten  wood  (fig.  397)  or  in 
earth.  The  full  life-history  is  not 
known  for  any  Indian  species. 

Fig.  397— Larva  of  Asilits.  after  The  family  comprises  some 

.Brauer  X  2. 

3,000  known  species  of  which  over 

a  hundred  are  recorded  from  India.  It  may  be  divided  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Marginal  cell  closed. 

( 1 )  Antennae  with  terminal  bristle 

(2)  Not  with  terminal  bristle  . . 

(b)  Marginal  cell  open. 

If  without  pulvilli,  and  with  slender 
abdomen 
Otherwise 


. .  Asilince. 

. .  Laphrince . 


. .  Leptogaster 
. .  Dasypogonince. 


The  number  of  genera  is  large,  and  the  generic  characters  often  diffi¬ 
cult  to  distinguish. 
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Fig.  398— Empid  (Hybos  sp.) 
Simla  x3. 


Empimi, 

Generally  small  flies  with  distinct  neck  and  small  round  head  with  a  pro¬ 
jecting  horny  proboscis .  Eyes  often  meeting  in  the  male.  Antennce 
3 -'jointed,  3rd  joint  usually  with  a  terminal  style.  Squamce  very  small 
or  absent.  Legs  often  s pined  or  thickened.  Pulvilli  long.  Venat  on 
variable,  anal  cell  often  very  short  owing  to  the  turning  back  of  the  2nd 
branch  of  the  cubitus. 

This  is  a  rather  large  family  of  predaceous  flies  with  apparently  few 
species  in  the  plains  In  their  mode  of  life  and  often  in  general  appear¬ 
ance  they  are  like  the  Asilidce,  but  (ex¬ 
cluding  hill  and  forest  areas)  the  latter 
are  in  India  distinctly  the  dominant 
group,  the  reverse  of  what  is  the  case  in 
Europe,  where  the  Ernpids  fill  the  same 
place  in  nature  as  is  occupied  in  the 
Indian  plains  by  the  very  abundant 
Asilids  of  that  region  :  they  are  as  a  rule 
slenderly  built,  with  a  rather  long  thin 
abdomen ;  in  habit  they  are  somewhat 
more  purely  aerial  than  are  the  Asilids,  and  have  usually  very  good 
control  over  their  flight.  They  are  also  much  less  bristly  and  hairy 
than  Asilidce,  while  their  eyes  have  no  deep  furrow  between  and 
are  closer  together.  (Osten  Sacken  associates  the  absence  of  large 
bristles  and  presence  of  large  eyes  with  aerial  habits  :  i.e.,  a  being 
characteristic  of  fliers  rather  than  walkers.)  Some  of  them  suck 
flowers  as  well  as  the  juices  of  insects,  and  they  appear  to  prey  far 
more  exclusively  upon  other  Diptera  than  do  the  Asilidce  (Poulton)  : 
with  this  their  weaker  build  may  have  something  to  do. 

The  sexes  are  easily  distinguished,  as  the  genital  organs  are  usually 
quite  clearly  distinct  in  structure  in  the  same  way  as  in  Asilidce.  Both 
sexes  indulge  at  times  in  aerial  dances,  which  seem  to  be  connected 
in  curious  ways  with  the  sexual  relations  of  the  insects  (Howlett,  Ent. 
Mo.  Mag.,  1907  ;  Hamm,  ibid. ,  1908  &  1909)  ;  the  study  of  these  aerial 
dances  has  been  neglected,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  would  reveal  many 
points  of  interest. 

The  life-history  is  not  known  for  any  Indian  species,  but  in  Europe 
the  larvae  are  generally  found  in  earth  or  under  decaying  leaves, 
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etc.  They  are  probably  predaceous  and  are  described  as  cylin¬ 
drical,  amphipneustic  with  a  prominence  below  the  posterior  pair  of 
spiracles.  The  pupae  are  free.  In  the  plains,  as  mentioned  above, 
the  species  seem  to  be  few  in  number,  though  individuals  (especially 
Tachy dr omince)  are  often  common,  but  they  occur  in  fair  abundance 
in  the  hills.  This  may  be  due  to  the  lack  of  shade  and  moisture  in 
the  plains  not  suiting  them,  for  in  England  they  are  found  most 
often  in  rather  damp  places,  such  as  meadows  bordering  on  running 
brooks  or  in  shady  woods.  They  are  sometimes  rather  difficult  to 
identify,  owing  to  their  considerable  variety  of  form  and  venation. 
Van  der  Wulp  lists  one  species  of  each  of  the  genera  Hilara, 
Pterospilus .  and  Hybos  as  Indian.  Species  of  the  latter  genus  are 
quite  common  in  the  hills  and  can  be  recognised  from  the  exaggerated 
development  of  the  hind  legs  (fig.  398). 

Dolichopodim:. 

Small  slim  flies ,  generally  of  metallic  colours , 
with  long  thin  legs.  Antennce  often 

apparently  2-jointed.  Proboscis  short 

and  fleshy.  No  squamae.  No  cross-vein 
between  discal  and  2nd  basal  cells.  Male 
genital  organs  frequently  conspicuous. 

These  beautiful  little  flies  are  found  as  a 
rule  in  moist  leafy  places,  and  in  the  rains 
may  commonly  be  seen  on  hedges,  garden- 
bushes,  etc.,  flying  nimbly  about  and  sett¬ 
ling  on  the  leaves  ;  they  are  often  easily  re¬ 
cognised  by  their  elegant  form  and  bright 
metallic  green  colour  (Pl.  LXIII,  fig.  9). 

The  first  two  joints  of  the  antennae  are 
usually  quite  short,  the  second  being  some¬ 
times  too  small  to  be  noticeable,  and  the 
third  is  generally  oval,  but  in  some  genera 
is  much  elongated.  It  bears  a  dorsal  or 

terminal  arista.  The  wings  in  several  genera  are  clouded  or  have 
dark  markings.  The  thorax  is  flattened  from  side  to  side,  and  has 
regular  rows  of  bristles  along  the  back.  In  keeping  with  the  dandified 
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appearance  of  these  flies  are  the  remarkable  structures  often  found  in  the 
male,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  the  opposite  sex, 
and  taking  the  form  of  curious  elaborations  of  the  feet,  head  and 
wings. 

The  sexes  are  easily  distinguished,  apart  from  these  ornamental 
characters,  by  the  form  of  the  genital  organs,  the  male  claspers  being 
very  large  and  complex,  generally  pointing  forwards  and  lying  along  the 
under  side  of  the  abdomen  ;  since  the  sexes  of  the  same  species  often 
differ  a  good  deal  in  general  character  it  is  advisable  to  take  every  op¬ 
portunity  of  securing  male  and  female  together  when  found  pairing.  As 
a  rule  the  metallic  coloration  of  these  flies  renders  their  identification  easy, 
but  a  good  many  forms  lack  this  distinguishing  mark  and  are  dully 
coloured.  In  these  cases  they  are  very  apt  to  be  confused  with  some  of 
the  Acalyptrate  Muscoids,  especially  the  Ephydridce ,  whose  general 
characters  are  often  curiously  similar.  These,  however,  lack  the  rows  of 
thoracic  bristles,  and  the  venation  of  the  wings  is  usually  slightly 
different,  the  1st  basal  cell  being  longer  than  in  the  Dolichopodidce. 
The  head  and  mouth  in  the  Ephydrids  is  also  generally  larger,  and  they 
have  not  the  row  of  bristles  round  the  hind  edge  of  the  eye  possessed  by 
Dolichopodids.  Both  families  are  predaceous,  and  both  favour  damp 
situations.  Ephydrids  are  commonly  found  walking  on  the  surface 
of  water,  and  some  Dolichopodids  are  also  able  to  perform  this  feat. 
Both  groups  contain  species  in  which  the  front  femora  are  thickened 
and  armed  with  spines  on  the  under  side. 

This  striking  likeness  would  seem  to  indicate  some  close  genetic 
relationship,  but  this  is  improbable  if  we  accept  the  principles  of  classi¬ 
fication  in  general  use,  and  it  is  more  likely  that  the  resemblances  are  due 
to  the  similar  mode  of  life  of  the  two  groups  :  either  the  surroundings 
and  habits  of  the  insect  influence  its  form  in  some  unexplained  way, 
or  a  certain  pattern  is  found  to  pay  best  in  these  surroundings,  and  the 
variations  in  the  direction  of  this  pattern  have  become  perpetuated. 
Very  little  is  known  of  the  life-history.  The  larvae  (fig.  399)  are  amphi- 
pneustic,  slender  and  cylindrical,  and  live  in  the  exuding  sap  or 
under  the  bark  of  trees,  or  in  decaying  vegetable  matter.  Their  diet  is 
uncertain.  The  pupae  are  generally  free  ;  their  abdominal  spiracles  are 
very  small,  and  the  breathing  is  done  through  two  long  horns  which  bear 
the  thoracic  spiracles. 
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The  economic  importance  of  the  family  in  India  is  slight.  They  are 
predaceous,  and  perhaps  therefore  to  be  encouraged 

The  family  reaches  its  maximum  abundance  in  temperate  regions, 
and  two  or  three  hundred  species  are  already  known  from  Europe  and  N. 
America.  In  India  Psilopus  seems  distinctly  the  dominant  genus  and  its 
members  are  in  some  districts  extremely  common  on  broad  leaves.  Van 
der  Wulp  includes  seven  Psilopus  and  two  Dolichopus  in  his  list.  A 
species  of  Psilopus  is  figured  on  PL  LXIII. 

Phorid^. 

Small  flies,  generally  black  or  yellowish .  Head  small  with  bristles  pointing 
backwards,  antennae  very  short  with  long  arista .  Thorax  much 
rounded  and  hunched.  Wings  sometimes  large,  sometimes  small , 
with  characteristic  venation.  Coxae  and  hind  legs  rather  long ,  hind 
femora  often  flattened  or  enlarged. 

These  small  hump-backed  flies  are  often  seen  running  about  on 
leaves  or  windows,  and  are  very  common  all  over  India,  though  perhaps 
less  abundant  in  the  plains  than  in  the  hills. 

The  venation  is  peculiar  (PI.  LIX)  and  the 
real  systematic  position  of  the  family  is  in 
doubt.  The  eyes  are  wide  apart  in  both 
sexes,  but  the  abdomen  of  the  female  is  gen¬ 
erally  more  or  less  pointed,  while  that  of  the 
male  is  more  often  swollen  at  the  end.  The 
larvae  (PI.  LXV,  fig.  lOu)  are  rather  flattened, 
often  with  pointed  processes,  and  sometimes 
a  breathing-tube  at  the  tail  end ;  they 
are  found  in  all  sorts  of  decaying  matter 
and  are  also  occasionally  parasitic  on  living 
insects  or  their  larvae.  One  species, 

Phora(C  Cleghorni,  is  said  to  have  been 
found  as  a  parasite  on  Trycolyga  bombycis ,  a 
Tachinid  fly,  which  is  itself  a  parasite  on  the  true  silk-worm  Bornbyx 
mori  (I.  M  Notes).  Several  curious  wingless  Phorids  have  been 
recorded  as  living  in  ants’  nests  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
(fig.  402).  The  pupa  has  two  thoracic  breathing-processes  or  tubes 
which  protrude  from  the  old  larval  skin  within  which  it  lies 
enclosed  (fig.  401). 


Fig.  400— Trineura  aterrima 
(Simla)  x  8.  (After 
Brues.) 
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This  small  family  is  useful  in  the  scavenging  way,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  the  student  to  be  familiar  with  the  flies,  since  the  larvae 


Fig.  401— Phorid  pupa  from  a  dead 

COCKROACH  X  16. 


the  mischief  was  done  by  some 
other  insect  and  the  Phorid  larvae 
have  merely  come  in  afterwards  to 
clear  off  the  remains. 

The  European  Phoridce  have 
been  monographed  by  Becker  (Abh. 
Zool-Bot.  Ges.  Wien.,  Vol.  I,  1901), 
and  more  recently  the  whole  family 
has  been  dealt  with  by  Brues  (Gen. 
Insectorum,  Phoridae).  The  latter 
includes  the  following  six  species 
as  Indian :  there  are  certainly 
many  more. 


breed  in  almost  any  situa¬ 
tion  where  they  ’  can  get 
decaying  vegetable  matter? 
and  owing  to  this  they  are 
often  mistaken  for  pests, 
because  they  may  have 
been  found  feeding  on  a 
damaged  plant  :  in  reality 


Phorid  inhabiting  the  nests  of 
Termites  in  India. 

( After  Brues. ) 


Aphiochceta  apicalis ,  Brues, 
,,  limbata  ,, 

,,  tibialis  ,, 

,,  pulicaris  ,, 

Chonocephalus  similis  „ 
Termitoxenia  heimi Wasm. 


Bombay. 

India. 

Asia.  (?) 

India. 

,,  (in  termites’  nests). 


LONCHOPTERIDiE. 

Small  flies ,  with  short  antennce,  3rd  joint  simple,  with  a  terminal  arista. 
Wings  shaped  like  a  leaf  or  spear -head.  Venation 
characteristic  (fig.  401). 

These  little  flies  all  belong  to  one  genus  (Lonchoptera) .  They  are  com¬ 
mon  in  England  about  the  grassy  margins  of  brooks,  but  little  is  known 
of  their  life-history,  which  appears  in  some  respects  peculiar.  They  look 
iil  39 
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rather  like  some  of  the  small  Acalyptrate  Muscoids,  but  the  shape  of 
the  wings  and  a  comparison  of  the  venation  (fig.  403)  will  separate  them. 


Fig.  403— Lonchopterid  wing. 

[A fter  Comstock.) 

They  are  of  no  economic  importance,  and  have  not  yet  been  found  in 
India. 

CYCLORHAPHA  ASCHIZA. 

Syrphid^e. 

Small  to  rather  large  flies,  often  brightly  coloured,  sometimes  furry, 
never  bristly,  usually  polished.  Male  eyes  often  touching,  always 
closer  together  than  in  the  females.  A  “  false  vein  ”  nearly 
always  present  between  Radius  and  Media . 

From  an  aesthetic  point  of  view  this  entirely  beneficial  family  is 
perhaps  the  most  attractive  of  all  from  the  beauty  and  diversity  of  form 
and  colour  represented  among  its  members.  Something  like  three 
thousand  species  are  known  from  all  over  the  world,  but  Van  derWulp 
records  only  sixty-seven  from  India,  a  number  which  very  inadequately 
represents  the  truth,  as  the  flies  are  abundant  in  the  hills,  though  in  the 
plains  the  species  are  often  rather  noticeably  few.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  comparative  scarcity  of  flowering  plants,  since  theSyrphids 
are  essentially  flower-flies  ;  in  gardens  one  may  see  them  at  any  time  when 
the  sun  is  shining,  with  their  smooth  polished  bodies,  surrounded  by  an 
aura  of  quivering  wing,  poised  motionless  above  a  flower.  If  disturbed, 
they  vanish  in  an  instant  only  to  reappear  hovering  in  some  other  spot, 
and  this  mastery  of  flight  is  very  characteristic  of  the  family  as  a  whole, 
earning  them  their  English  name  of  “  Hover-flies.” 

Though  the  mode  of  life  of  the  adults  of  different  species  is  very  uni¬ 
form  (they  all  feed  on  the  pollen  or  nectar  of  flowers),  the  habits  of  the 
larvae  are  equally  diverse.  A  few  live  in  stems  or  bulbs,  and  a  great 
many  in  rotting  vegetable  or  animal  matter  ;  the  larvae  of  the  genus 
Rristalis  and  others  live  in  water  or  submerged  in  wet  filth,  and  have 
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PLATE  LXIV. — Life  History  of  Syrphus. 


Fig.  1.  Egg. 

,,  2.  Young  larva,  x  45. 

,,  3.  Full-grown  larva,  x  8. 

,,  4.  Pupa  on  leaf,  x  6. 

,,  5.  Fly.  x  4. 

,,  6'  Wheat  plant. 

”  ^  Egg  laid  among  wheat  aphis. 

„  8.  l 

g  V  Larvse  feeding  on  aphis. 

,,  10.  Pupa. 

Figs.  7,  8,  9,  10  are  slightly  larger  than  natural  size. 
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their  breathing  stigmata  at  the  end  of  very  long  extensible  tubes  so  as 
to  reach  the  surface  while  the  animal  is  feeding  below  (fig.  404)  ;  the 

larvse  of  Volucella  live  in  the  nests  of  bees  and 
wasps,  possibly  playing  the  part  of  scavengers 
there,  and  the  extremely  close  likeness  of  some 
of  the  adult  flies  to  bumble-bees  is  one  of  those 
facts  of  resemblance  which  lack  a  satisfying 
explanation.  The  very  curious  round  flat  larva 
of  Microdon ,  the  fly  shown  on  PL  LXY,  fig.  6, 
similarly  lives  in  ants’  nests,  but  the  ants  have 
been  observed  to  actively  resent  the  presence 
of  the  ovipositing  female.  Flies  of  this  genus 
are  not  rare  in  the  hills,  and  here  again  the 
likeness  to  a  bee  found  in  the  same  locality  is 
noticeable.  The  chief  interest  of  the  family 
economically  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  larvae  of 
a  number  of  Syrphids  feed  exclusively  on  the 
Aphidce  which  do  so  much  damage  to  plants 
of  various  kinds.  The  parent  fly  may  some- 
times  be  seen  hovering  about  and  laying  its 
eggs  on  plants  infested  with  Aphids.  The  eggs 
are  long,  oval,  rather  larger  at  one  end,  and  are 
often  adorned  with  a  sculptured  pattern.  The 
larva  (PL  LXIY)  has  a  thickish  often  rather 
transparent  body  tapering  in  front,  generally  with  the  posterior  stigmata 
at  the  extremity  of  a  short  thick  tubular  excrescence,  and  a  small  very 
mobile  eyeless  head  which  moves  here  and  there  in  search  of  food  in  the 
shape  of  Aphids.  The  creatures  possess  a  very  large  appetite,  and  the 
work  of  destruction  accomplished  by  them  must  be  far  from  insignificant. 
When  the  larva  is  full  grown  the  larval  skin  hardens  and  forms  a  case 
or  puparium  enclosing  the  true  pupa,  and  from  the  head  of  the  latter  two 
little  horns  usually  project  through  the  outer  case.  Though  the  fracture 
of  the  puparium  is  Cyclorhaphous,  it  appears  that  these  flies  do  not  use 
the  ptilinum  to  push  off  the  top  piece  as  do  the  Muscoids,  and  the 
well-marked  frontal  suture  of  the  latter  is  not  present,  there  being  only  a 
small  triangular  area  above  the  antennae,  often  quite  inconspicuous,  called 
the  “  frontal  Sun  ale.”  The  pupae  of  the  aphis-eating  Syrphids  may  not 


Fig.  404 — Pupating  larva 
of  Eristalis.  (x2.) 
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uncommonly  be  found  upon  or  under  the  leaves  where  they  have  been 
feeding,  or  on  the  earth  below,  and  of  the  others  also  the  pupse  as  a  rule  are 
found  at  or  very  close  to  the  spot  where  the  larvae  lived.  The  flies  them¬ 
selves  are  easily  put  in  their  proper  family  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
“  false  vein  ”  shown  on  PI.  LIX.  Their  colouring  is  generally  rather 
striking,  and  often  includes  yellow  bands  or  stripes.  Many  of  them 
resemble  Hymenoptera,  often  very  closely.  As  mentioned  above, 
there  are  a  large  number  of  genera  and  species  in  the  hills,  and  many  of 
these  are  listed  by  Brunetti  (Ind.  Mus.  Rec.),  while  a  mass  of  valuable 
information  on  the  European  species  is  to  be  found  in  Yerrall’s  “  British 
Flies,”  to  which  the  student  is  referred. 

Platypezidas. 

Small  flies ,  not  bristly ,  with  bind  tar  si  of  the  males  enlarged  or  ornamented. 
Head  as  broad  as  the  thorax.  Eyes  touching  in  the  male ,  sometimes  in 
the  female.  Two  first  joints  of  antennce  short ,  3 rd  longer ,  with  terminal 
arista.  Basal  and  anal  cells  short.  Posterior  cross -vein  sometimes 
absent  ( i.e .,  there  may  be  no  closed  discal  cell). 

These  curious  little  flies  are  generally  looked  upon  as  rarities  in 
Europe,  but  they  are  not  very  uncommon  in  the  plains  during  the  rainy 
season,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  larvae  appear  to  live  in  rotten  fungus 
one  would  expect  to  find  that  they  occur  even  more  frequently  in  the  hills. 
In  the  plains  they  may  sometimes  be  seen  running  on  broad  leaves  under 
trees,  travelling  round  and  round  in  little  circles,  and  expending  a  vast 
amount  of  energy  without  any  obvious  purpose  or  perceptible  result. 
In  their  way  of  moving  and  in  their  colour  and  general  shape  they  some¬ 
what  resemble  Phoridce.  The  family  is  quite  a  small  one,  and  of  no 
economic  interest.  A  species  of  Platypeza  from  Mussoorie  is  figured  on 
PL  LXVI.  The  student  should  refer  to  Verrall’s  u  British  Flies  ”  for 
information  on  the  European  species. 

PlPUNCULIDyE. 

Small  flies ,  not  bristly.  Head  very  large  and  round ,  mostly  made  up  of 
the  eyes ,  which  touch  in  the  male.  Antennce  3- jointed,  3rd  joint 
pointed  at  the  end  with  a  dorsal  arista.  Female  ovipositor  strong  and 
prominent.  Wings  long.  1st  posterior  cell  nearly  closed.  Basal  and 
anal  cells  long,  the  latter  closed  near  the  margin . 

The  remarkably  large  eyes  and  head  of  this  family,  together  with  the 
long  wings,  render  its  members  easily  recognisable.  Their  life-history  is 
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PLATE  LX  A. — SyrphidtE,  etc. 


.  1. 

Helophilus  bengalensis. 

x  2^j 

2. 

Paragus  serratus. 

x  2 

3. 

Lycastris  albipes. 

x  2 

4. 

Bacchct  sp. 

x  2  - 

5. 

Megaspis  crassus . 

x  2 

6. 

Microsdon  sp. 

x  2 

7. 

Eristalis  aniens. 

x  2 

8. 

Pipunculns  sp.  (Pipunculidse). 

x  6. 

9. 

Platypeza  sp.  (Platypezidse). 

x  8. 

10. 

Aphiochoita  sp.  (Phoridse). 

x  8. 

10 a: ) 

|  Larva  and  pupa. 

x  8. 

11. 

Conops  erythrocephala, 
(Conopidye). 

X  2 
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interesting  economically,  as  they  are  parasitic  upon  Rhynchota  (especially 
Jassidce  and  Fulgoridce)  in  whose  bodies  the  small  thick  oval  larvae  live 

until  full  grown  ;  they  may  then  force  their  way 
out  between  the  thorax  and  abdomen  and  fall 
to  the  ground,  where  they  hide  themselves 
and  turn  to  smooth  black  puparia  (fig.  406). 

The  flies  themselves  are  generally  caught 
by  sweeping  flowers  and  undergrowth,  and 
though  owing  to  their  retiring  habits  they  are 
not  often  seen  they  are  really  not  uncommon 
in  the  plains,  while  in  the  hills  they  can  be 
found  in  fair  abundance  when  looked  for. 

Though  they  fly  with  none  of  that  flash¬ 
ing  rapidity  characteristic  of  Syrphids  and 
Bombyliids  they  are  certainly  not  inferior  to  these  two  families  in  their 
extraordinarily  accurate  control  over  their  flight,  which  is  probably 
unsurpassed  by  any  insect.  When  seek¬ 
ing  their  prey  among  grass  and  other 
herbage,  their  irregular  and  wandering 
flight  may  easily  cause  them  to  be  mis¬ 
taken  for  small  Hymenopterous  para¬ 
sites,  but  their  faculty  of  hovering  in  a 
confined  space  is  remarkable.  We  have 
sometimes  imprisoned  them  in  glass 


Fig. 


405— Ante  nx  a 
PlPUNCULUS. 

( After  Perkins  ) 


OF 


Fig 


406—  PlPUNCULID  PUPARIUM 
( x  abt.  12)  &  Diagram  of  Hopper 

TO  SHOW  POSITION  OF  PUPARIUM 
IN  THE  BODY. 

( A fter  Perkins. ) 


tubes  (J-J  in.  wide  by  3  in.  long)  for  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  an  exhibition  of 
this  power  :  they  will  repeatedly  hover 
from  end  to  end  of  this  small  space 
without  apparently  ever  touching  the 
glass,  or  will  remain  with  the  body 
quite  motionless,  suspended  in  the 
middle  of  the  tube.  According  to  Jenkinson  (Ent.  Mo.  Mag.,  1903 ; 
p.  222)  the  female  poises  herself  thus  before  she  darts  at  and  seizes  the 
victim  in  whose  body  she  will  lay  her  eggs. 

In  view  of  their  specialized  parasitic  mode  of  life  it  is  interesting 
to  compare  these  flies  with  the  Asilidce  and  Empidce ,  which  also  hunt 
their  prey  by  sight.  In  all  three  families  we  find  big  eyes  set  in  a  very 
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mobile  head,  small  antennae,  large  wings,  and  particularly  strong  legs 
with  well-developed  clawed  feet ;  all  these  structures  are  helpful  in 
detecting  and  seizing  a  victim.  Pipunculids,  however,  want  merely  to  lay 
eggs  in  their  victims,  while  Asilids  and  Empids  require  theirs  for  food, 
and  this  difference  in  habit  is  reflected  in  the  differing  structure  of 
the  mouthparts,  which  are  large  and  beak-like  in  the  two  predaceous 
families,  but  are  extremely  small  and  ill-developed  in  Pipunculids.  The 
Pipunculid  ovipositor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  particularly  well  developed, 
being  large  and  strong,  a  sharp  curved  piercing  organ.  The  family  is  small 
but  widespread,  comprising  practically  only  one  genus  ( Pipunculus ) 
of  any  importance,  and  of  this  perhaps  a  hundred  species  are  known. 
Kertesz  catalogued  the  species  known  up  to  1900  (Termesz.  Fuzetek, 
XXIV).  Becker  has  monographed  the  European  forms  (Dipterologische 
Studien  V.  Berk  Ent.  Zeit.  1897),  and  Verrall  (“  British  Flies  ”)  gives 
full  information  as  to  British  species,  while  Perkins  has  since  then 
described  a  large  number  of  new  species  from  Hawaii  (Hawaiian  Expt. 
Sta.  Bulk,  1  Pt.,  4.  Div.  Ent.,  1905)  and  from  his  paper  figs.  403  and 
404  are  copied.  Brunetti  (Rec.  Ind.  Mus.)  has  described  some  Indian 
species,  but  little  is  yet  known  in  this  country  of  the  family  as  a  whole  ; 
they  are  by  no  means  rare,  and  observations  on  their  life-histories  would 
be  of  much  interest.  An  undetermined  species  is  figured  on  PI.  LXV. 

CYCLORHAPHA  SCHIZOPHORA. 

Muscoids.* 

Antennce  3 -jointed,  the  third  joint  simple  and  hearing  a  bare  or  hairy 
dorsal  arista .  Frontal  Suture  present.  Proboscis  generally  short 

with  broad  lobelia,  sometimes  pointed  and  horny  (as  in  Stomoxys ), 
occasionally  absent  or  rudimentary  (as  in  Oestridce).  Palpi  never 
jointed.  Never  more  than  one  submarginal  and  three  posterior  cells  ; 
marginal  and  submarginal  cells  never  closed ;  basal  cells  small  ;  2nd 
basal  sometimes  not  separated  from  the  discal.  Subcosta  sometimes 
only  indistinctly  separated  from  Pv  The  empodium  small  or  absent. 

Under  the  term  “  Muscoids  ’  5  we  include  a  vast  number  of  flies  of 
which  the  true  Muscidce  (the  house-flies  and  their  nearest  relations) 

*  We  shall  speak  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  Muscoids  (e.g.,  the  “  Anthomyidce,” 
e-  Tvypetidee,”  &c.)  as  “families,”  giving  them  the  termination  “  idee,”  but  it  should  be 
realised  that  they  do  not  compare  in  definiteness  of  distinction  with  such  true  families  as, 
for  instance,  the  Tabanidee  or  Psyehodidce ,  and  it  is  only  for  convenience,  because  they 
contain  so  many  species  that  they  are  commonly  given  a  rank  above  “  Sub-families.” 
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form  only  an  inconsiderable  portion.  The  whole  group  is  sometimes 
also  known  as  Muscaridae,  Muscidae,  or  as  4 4  Muscidae  sensu  lato  5  ’ 

(sensu  lato  meaning  4  4  in  a 
wide  sense,”  or  44  speaking 
broadly  ”)  as  opposed  to 
44  Muscidae  sensu  stricto ,”  i.e ., 
the  family  Muscidce  (House¬ 
flies,  etc.).  The  primary 
division  of  this  unwieldy 
assemblage  of  species  is  based 
principally  on  the  distance 
between  the  eyes  in  the  male 
as  compared  with  the  female, 
the  size  of  the  squamae,  and 
the  shape  of  the  1st  posterior 
cell.  This  gives  us  two  large 
groups.  In  the  first  the  eyes 
in  both  sexes  are  wide  apart, 
the  1st  posterior  cell  is  almost 
always  quite  open,  and  the 
squamae  (especially  the  lower 
squama,  occasionally  called 
a  4  4  calyptron  ’  ’ )  are  generally  very  small  or  absent.  These  are  the 
Acalyptrate  Muscoids.  Many  of  them  are  injurious  to  plants. 

In  the  second  large  group  the  eyes  in  the  male  are  nearer  together 
than  in  the  female  ;  the  1st  posterior  cell  is  almost  always  much 
narrowed  or  closed,  and  the  squamae  are  large  and  well  developed.  These 
are  the  Caly pirate  Muscoids.  Many  of  them  are  injurious  to  animals. 


Fig.  407— Head  of  muscoid  fly  (from 

TOWNSEND).  V.  VERTEX.  F.  FRONT.  L.  FRON¬ 
TAL  LUNULE  S.  FRONTAL  SUTURE.  A.  THIRD 
JOINT  OF  ANTENNA.  PL.  PALPI.  P.  PRO¬ 
BOSCIS. 


The  view  most  generally  taken  is  that  the  Acalyptrates  represent 
a  less  highly-specialised  condition  than  do  the  Calyptrates.  The  two 
groups  are  certainly  closely  related,  and  though  the  family 
Anthomyiidce  is  generally  included  in  the  Calyptrates,  because  the 
squamae  are  well  developed  and  the  male  eyes  are  frequently  near 
together,  it  has  the  1st  posterior  cell  quite  open  as  in  Acalyptrates, 
and  in  some  other  respects  shows  that  there  is  no  real  line  separating 
the  two  divisions.  Because  of  this  open  1st  posterior  cell,  a  character 
easily  recognised,  and  also  because  many  of  the  larvae  live  after  the 
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Acalyptrate  manner  in  roots  of  plants  and  similar  places,  we  have 
here  included  the  Anthomyiids  among  the  Acalyptrates,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  student.  Probably  the  family  is  really  best  placed 
by  itself,  in  a  distinct  division  intermediate  between  Acalyptrates  and 
Calyptrates. 

As  a  general  rule  the  flies  in  the  first  big  group  (the  Acalyptrates) 
are  small,  often  very  small.  The  extremely  common  little  flies  which 
are  so  often  seen  hovering  about  a  plate  of  bananas  or  other  fruit  are 
typical  Acalyptrates  (Drosophilidce).  The  adult  Acalyptrate  flies  are 
usually  harmless,  and  a  large  number  of  the  larvae  are  beneficial,  feed¬ 
ing  on  decaying  vegetables  or  in  dung,  and  thus  acting  as  scavengers. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  larvae  live  in  the  stems  or  fruits  of  plants, 
or  are  leaf-miners,  and  sometimes  do  much  damage. 

The  flies  in  the  second  big  group  (the  Calyptrates)  are  often 
medium-sized  or  rather  large  flies,  most  of  them  with  a  strong  family 
likeness  to  the  common  House-fly  or  the  Blue-bottle,  both"  of  which 
are  typical  Calyptrates.  A  large  number  of  the  larvae  are  scavengers, 
especially  the  Muscidce  and  Sarcophagidce,  and  the  maggots  of  both 
these  families  sometimes  breed  in  living  flesh,  as  in  cases  of  Myiasis  : 
the  commonest  mode  of  life  among  the  Calyptrates,  however,  is  that 
of  parasitism,  and  this  is  practically  universal  among  the  Tachi- 
nidce  and  Oestridce.  The  pecuniary  loss  caused  every  year  by  the 
attacks  on  cattle  of  the  larvae  of  the  “Warble-flies  ”  (Oestridce)  must 
be  very  considerable.  The  ravages  of  the  other  two  families  are 
happily  almost  entirely  confined  to  insects,  the  larvae  feeding  especially 
on  living  caterpillars,  and  constituting  an  invaluable  check  on  the 
numbers  of  the  latter  ;  only  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  the  silk-worm, 
which  forms  the  prey  of  a  certain  Tachinid  larva,  is  this  most  useful 
habit  to  be  regretted  by  mankind,  and  in  this  case  it  is  mankind’s  own 
fault  for  domesticating  the  silk- worm.  The  few  41  biting  ”  flies  among 
the  family  Muscidce  have  a  very  special  interest  in  view  of  the  part  some 
at  least  of  them  play  in  spreading  among  men  and  animals  diseases  due 
to  those  minute  blood  parasites  called  “  Trypanosomes,”  while  the 
danger  of  infection  of  food  with  enteric  and  other  germs,  owing  to  the 
presence  in  kitchens  and  houses  of  flies  which  habitually  settle  on  dung 
and  other  filth,  though  at  present  not  fully  realised,  has  been  proved  to 
be  a  real  and  serious  one. 
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PLATE  LXYI. — Acalyptrate  Muscoids. 

1.  The  egg,  larva,  pupa  and  imago  of  Drosophila.  Egg  x  55,  larva, 

pupa  and  imago  x  12, 

2.  The  egg,  larva,  pupa  and  imago  of  Dacus.  Egg  x  16,  larva,  pupa 

and  imago  x  4. 

3.  The  larva,  pupa  and  imago  of  the  Rice-fly,  x  5. 

4.  The  egg,  larva  (with  its  posterior  spiracles),  pupa  and  imago  of  a 

Chloropid  ( Merochlorops)  from  plantain.  Egg  x  50,  larva,  pupa 
and  imago  x  8. 


ACALYPTRATES. 
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The  classification  of  both  Acalyptrates  and  Calyptrates  is  in  an  un¬ 
settled  condition,  as  various  authorities  interpret  in  different  ways  the 
systematic  value  of  the  sub-divisions  and  assign  them  different  limits. 
The  boundaries  of  the  “  families  ”  are  of  an  indefinite  nature,  and  correct 
identification  is  often  a  matter  of  very  considerable  difficulty.  The 
table  given  below  will,  however,  enable  the  student  to  arrange  in  order 
the  majority  of  the  Muscoids  with  which  he  is  likely  to  meet. 

ACALYPTRATES 


Hymenopterous-looking  flower-flies,  usually  of  a 
fair  size,  with  broad  head  and  generally  long 
antennae  proboscis  and  abdomen,  the  latter 
swollen  at  the  end.  1st  posterior  cell  distinctly 
narrowed  or  closed 

Flies  with  very  long  awkward  legs,  long  body, 
1st  posterior  cell  narrowed  or  closed.  Wings 
generally  with  dark  markings 
Small  shiny  black  purple  or  orange  coloured  flies 
with  narrow  waist,  generally  found  near  excre¬ 
ment.  Wings  often  with  a  spot 
Eyes  on  horn-like  projections 
Small  bare  flies  with  thickened  femora  and  very 
large  scutellum 

Look  like  Chrysomelid  beetles 
Small  sea-shore  flies  with  flat  horny  thorax  and 
bristly  head 

Small  dung-flies  with  1st  hind  tarsal  joint  flat  and 
shorter  than  the  2nd,  and  with  characteristic 
venation 

Small  decay-flies  with  arista  plumose  on  the 
upper  side  (generally  with  only  a  few  long  hairs), 
and  the  lowest  bristle  on  the  front  pointing 
downwards 


Conopids. 


Micropezids. 


Sepsids. 

Diopsids. 

R  h  opal  ome  rids. 
Celyphids. 

Phycodromids. 


Borborids. 


Drosophilids. 


Not  as  above. 

A. — Sub-costa  entirely  absent  or  incomplete,  or  not 
having  its  junction  with  the  costa  distinct.  Rf 
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generally  not  reaching  as  far  as  the  middle  of 
the  wing. 

1.  2nd  Basal  and  Discal  cells  not  separated  by  a 

cross-vein. 

Small  generally  yellowish  or  black  flies,  fre¬ 
quently  caught  by  sweeping  grass.  Sub-costa 
absent.  Fr onto- orbital  bristles  and  vibrissae 
usually  absent  ;  anal  cell  absent 

Small  often  greenish-grey  or  brown  flies  found 
on  or  near  water  ;  predaceous,  mouth-opening 
often  very  large.  No  vibrissae,  and  anal  cell 
absent  or  indistinct.  Fr  onto- orbitals  frequently 
present.  Sub-costa  absent 

2.  2nd  Basal  and  Discal  cells  nearly  always 

separated  by  a  cross -vein. 

Small  often  grey  or  silvery  flies,  as  a  rule 
vibrissae  present.  Aristal  hairs  never  very 
long.  2nd  basal  and  anal  cell  often  very 
small,  but  distinct,  cross-veins  generally  near 
together 

Often  fair-sized  fruit-flies,  partly  coloured  yellow, 
wings  with  dark  marks  or  spots.  Lower  fronto- 
orbitals  present.  Sub-costa  turning  up  sharply 
and  ending  indistinctly  before  joining  the 
costa.  No  vibriss3e  or  pre-apical  bristles.  Anal 
cell  very  often  drawn  out  into  a  long  point. 
Ovipositor  rather  long 

Not  very  small  flies.  Abdomen  generally  black, 
long,  oval  in  shape.  Subcosta  more  or  less 
fused  with  R,  :  Antennae  sometimes  long. 
Vibrissje  absent.  Anal  cell  not  drawn  out  into 
a  point 

B. — Sub-costa  present,  distinct,  ending  distinctly  in 
costa.  R,  generally  reaches  at  least  as  far  as 
the  middle  point  of  the  costa. 

1.  Vibrissae  absent. 


Chloropids. 


Ephydrids. 


Agromyzids. 

(Geomyzids). 


Trypetids. 


Psilids. 
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Wings  sometimes  clouded.  Mostly  shiny  black 
or  yellow  flies.  Head  broad ;  1  or  2  fronto- 
orbitals.  Anal  cell  rounded 

Wings  nearly  always  spotted  or  marked.  Only 
upper  fr onto- orbitals,  and  no  preapical  bristle. 
Ovipositor  horny.  Anal  cell  generally  more  or 
less  pointed 

Wings  often  marked  or  spotted.  Fronto-orbital 
sometimes  present.  Preapical  present.  Ovi¬ 
positor  not  horny.  2nd  antennal  joint  gen¬ 
erally  long.  Frequent  damp  places 
2.  Vibrissae  present. 

Small  flies  with  rather  long  bodies,  the  anterior 
and  posterior  cross-veins  quite  near  together, 
R,  not  reaching  to  the  middle  of  the  wing 

Costa  with  short  hairs  and  long  bristles,  tibia± 
with  spurs  and  preapical  bristles 

Generally  bristly  grey  or  blackish  flies,  often 
predaceous  and  found  about  excrement  or 
near  water.  Abdomen  a  little  elongated, 
having  at  least  5  visible  segments.  No  costal 
spine.  Lower  squama  small,  often  not  visible 
from  above.  Male  &  female  eyes  wide  apart 

Blackish,  grey,  or  brownish  flower- flies  with 
abdomen  of  not  more  than  4  or  5  visible 
segments.  The  lower  squama  large  as  a  rule, 
rarely  hidden  by  the  upper.  Male  eyes  gen¬ 
erally  closer  than  female ;  arista  variable 

CALYPTRATES 

Arista  almost  always  with  hairs  along  its  whole 
length  at  least  on  one  side,  basal  part  of 
abdomen  not  bristly 

Arista  bare  on  the  distal  and  hairy  on  the  basal 
part ;  basal  part  of  abdomen  rarely  bristly  .  . 

Arista  bare  along  its  whole  length,  abdomen 
often  very  bristly 


Sapromyzids. 

Ortalids. 

Sciomyzids. 

Heteroneurids. 

Helomyzids. 

Cordylurids. 

Anthomyiids. 

Muscids. 

Sarcophagids. 

Tachinids. 
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Body  nearly  bare,  or  furry,  head  and  face 
rather  large,  mouth-parts  and  antennae  very 
small  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  Oestrids. 

We  have  included  Oestridce  among  calyptrate  muscoids,  though 
they  are  better  regarded  as  a  separate  group,  originally  composed  of 
several  muscoid  types  and  now  much  specialised  for  a  parasitic 
existence. 


Conopim. 

Rather  elongate  flies ,  abdomen  often  with  a  distinct  waist ,  the  tip  some¬ 
times  thickened  and  turned  under.  Head  large  and  broad ,  the  eyes 
well  separated  in  both  sexes.  Antennce  3- jointed ,  prominent,  with  a 
dorsal  arista  or  a  terminal  style.  A  slender,  often  jointed,  proboscis, 
wings  often  coloured  ;  anal  cell  closed  ;  ls£  posterior  cell  closed  or 
nearly  closed. 

The  Conopidce  are  unlike  most  of  the  other  acalyptrates  in  having 
the  1st  posterior  cell  often  closed,  and  partly  for  this  reason  they  are 
frequently  classed  with  the  Aschiza  ;  they  have,  however,  a  ptilinum 
and  frontal  suture  which  indicates  that  they  are  really  Schizophora. 

These  flies  are  usually  fairly  large,  and  are  found  about  flowers, 
where  they  are  easily  mistaken  for  Hymenoptera.  Their  bodies  are 
usually  devoid  of  bristles  or  noticeable 
hairs,  but  often  bear  a  glistening  coat  of 
short  golden  pubescence,  and  are  fre¬ 
quently  coloured  rather  conspicuously 
with  yellow,  reddish  brown,  or  black. 

Their  flight  is  not  particularly  rapid. 

Economically  they  are  of  some  slight  in¬ 
terest,  as  they  are  parasitic  on  Hymen¬ 
optera  such  as  Wasps  and  Bumble-bees,  and  also  apparently  on 
locusts  (in  America).  According  to  Williston,  the  Conopid  chases 
the  bee  and  lays  an  egg  upon  its  body  during  flight.  The  larva  on 
hatching  burrows  into  the  abdomen  of  the  bee,  where  it  remains  and 
pupates,  the  adult  fly  emerging  from  between  the  abdominal  segments 
of  its  unfortunate  host.  As  a  rule  the  larvse  are  oval  and  rounded, 
with  distinct  segments,  on  the  last  of  which  are  two  large  round 


Fig.  408— Conopid  larva, 

AFTER  BRAUER  X  5. 
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stigmatic  plates  (fig.  408).  The  family  is  rather  a  small  one, 
and  its  members  do  not  seem  to  be  very  common  in  the  plains,  though 
more  frequently  met  with  in  the  hills.  It  is  not  likely  that  they  occur 
in  sufficient  abundance  to  act  as  an  efficient  check  on  the  species 
parasitized.  A  widely  distributed  Indian  species  is  shown  on 
PL  LXV,  fig.  11. 

Borborim. 

Small  or  minute  blackish  or  brown  flies.  Antennce  short,  3rd  joint  round , 
with  a  bare  or  pubescent  arista.  Legs  rather  strongly  developed, 
hind  legs  with  first  tarsal  joint  broad  and  shorter  than  the  second. 

These  flies  are  scavengers  in  the  larval  state,  living  in  dung  and 
other  decaying  matter.  They  are  common  in  many  localities  in  the 

plains  as  well  as  in  the  hills,  and  may  some¬ 
times  be  seen  in  great  numbers  about  their 
breeding-places.  I  have  caught  them  also  in 
the  house,  where,  owing  to  their  unpleasant 
habits  and  the  consequent  risk  of  food  infec¬ 
tion,  their  presence  is  the  reverse  of  desirable, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  common  in 
houses,  and  probably  this  instance  was  exceptional.  The  unusual 
structure  of  the  first  hind  tarsal  joint  makes  them  easy  to  recognise, 
and  their  venation  also  is  usually  characteristic  (fig.  407)  the  veins 
being  often  short  and  thick  and  giving  the  wing  an  appearance  which 
reminds  one  rather  of  the  Hippoboscidce.  Otherwise  the  flies  are 
generally  much  like  the  Ephydridce  in  colouring  and  general  shape. 
There  are  certainly  many  species  in  India,  though  Van  der  Wulp 
includes  only  one  ( Limosina  punctipennis ,  Wied.)  in  his  list. 

Agromyzimb 

(Including  Geomyzidce).  Small  or  very  small  flies  generally  blackish, 
grey,  or  silvery.  Front  broad  with  or  without  bristles.  Antennce 
short,  arista  bare  or  pubescent  (absent  in  Cryptochcetum,  sometimes 
plumose  in  Geomyzidce).  Anal  cell  present;  cross -veins  often  near 
together,  posterior  cross-vein  sometimes  wanting .  Vibissce  generally 
absent  in  Agromyzidce,  generally  present  in  Geomyzidce. 

These  little  flies  are  often  difficult  to  distinguish  from  those  of 
neighbouring  families,  especially  the  Chloropidce  and  Drosophilidce. 

All  three  families  are  very  abundant  in  India. 


Fig.  409—  Wing  of  bor- 
BORID.  (x  12.) 
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The  larvae  are  typically  leaf-miners  or  live  in  stems,  but  have  also 
been  found  in  the  galls  of  other  insects,  while  some  of  them  probably 
live  in  fungi,  and  one  Indian  species  of  the  genus  Leucopis  is  known  to 
be  predaceous,  feeding  on  scale  insects.  They  are,  like  most  of  the  larvae 
of  Acalyptrates,  small  white  maggots  with  horny  mouth-hooklets  but 
no  definite  head,  the  body  rather  thick  at  the  hind  end  and  tapering  to 
a  point  in  front.  Some  very  common  and  beautiful  flies  of  this  family 
may  often  be  seen  hovering  like  little  silver  fairies  in  and  out  of  the 
shadow  of  tree-trunks.  They  have  the  abdomen  greyish  white  and 
shining,  like  metallic  silver  (PL  LXVII,  fig.  1),  and  have  been  bred 
from  larvae  found  in  stems  of  Gurur. 

There  are  three  Agromyzids  which  are  known  to  be  important  to 
the  agriculturist  ;  they  are  the  Tur-pod  fly,  the  Pea-stem  fly,  and  the 
Cruciferous  Leaf-miner.  The 
Pea-stem  and  Tur-pod  flies  are 
figured  on  PL  LXVII,  figs.  2  &  3. 

The  latter  is  a  very  black  little  flv 
whose  eggs  are  laid  in  the  setting 
flowers  of  Tur  ( Cajanv.s  Indicus). 

The  larvae  on  hatching  eat  their 
way  into  the  green  seeds,  forming 
a  ring-like  track  round  the  seed, 
and  after  about  a  week  they 
pupate  within  the  pod,  generally 
outside  the  seeds  ;  the  fly  emerges 
in  a  few  days,  the  whole  life- 
history  occupying  a  fortnight  or 
less.  Affected  pods  usually  have 
a  somewhat  twisted  and  distorted 
appearance  (fig.  409).  A  slender 
blue-green  hymenopterous  para¬ 
site  attacks  the  fly,  but  to  what 
extent  it  is  effective  as  a  check 
is  not  yet  known.  The  Pea-stem 
fly  is  very  similar  in  general 
appearance  to  the  Tur-pod  fly 
but  is  dark  metallic  green  in  colour.  The  larvae,  which  are  of  the 
usual  type,  attack  the  stems  of  young  pea  plants  at  a  point  level  with 


Fig.  410— Pods  of  cajanus  indicus  af¬ 
fected  by  the  Tur-pod  Agromyza. 

A  PUPARIUM  IS  LYING  AT  THE  TOP  OF 
THE  RIGHT-HAND  POD. 
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the  surface  of  the  ground,  causing  the  plant  to  wilt  and  the  stem  to 
decay.  No  parasites  have  been  found,  and  collection  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  affected  plants  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  pest  is  first 
observed  is  the  only  generally  applicable  remedy.  Owing  to  the 
short  period  occupied  by  the  life-history  early  action  is  necessary  if 
it  is  to  be  of  any  use.  The  larvae  of  a  third  fly,  the  Cruciferous  Leaf- 
miner,  as  the  name  indicates,  mine  the  leaves  of  Cruciferous  plants  : 
the  flies  belong  to  the  sub-family  Geomyzince  (often  separated  from 
the  Agromyzids  as  a  distinct  family  Geomyzidce)  and  are  grey,  somewhat 
bristly  little  flies  with  large  wings.  They  are  of  less  importance  than 
the  Tur-pod  and  Pea-stem-flies  (fig.  411). 

An  Agromyzid  ( Cryptochcetum ),  remarkable  and  easily  identified 
by  the  absence  of  the  usual  arista  on  the  third  antennal  joint,  is  an 

annoying  ‘ 6  Eye-fly  5  ’ 
in  jungle  at  Pusa,  but 
it  is  quite  distinct  from 
the  more  familiar 
(Chloropid)  eye-fly 
which  is  sometimes  so 
troublesome  in  the 
house  ;  nothing  is 
known  of  its  habits 
except  that  it  is  found 
often  sitting  on  stems 
and  leaves  or  in  crevi- 
Fig.  411.  Pupa  of  leaf-mining  phytomyza.  x  2.  ces  in  tree  trunks  in 

small  groups  of  half  a  dozen  or  so  individuals.  It  is  perhaps  note¬ 
worthy  that  this  little  fly  will  live,  when  enclosed  in  a  corked  tube, 
considerably  longer  than  any  other  kind  of  fly  I  have  ever  observed. 

Drosophilid^:. 

Small  chubby  flies  often  with  large  light  red  eyes.  Sub-costa  absent 
or  indistinct ;  2nd  basal  and  anal  cells  usually  not  separated  ;  anal 
cell  small ,  indistinct  or  absent.  Vibrissce  usually  present  ;  3rd 
antennal  joint  rounded  ;  arista  plumose ,  the  hairs  generally  few  and 
long.  Lowest  fr onto -orbital  bristle  often  pointing  downwards. 

The  members  of  this  family  are  extremely  abundant  in  India,  and 
it  is  only  necessary  to  expose  some  over-ripe  bananas  or  other  fruit  in 
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order  to  see  them  come  hovering  round  it.  The  species  of  Drosophila 
which  is  commonest  in  Nothern  India  is  shown  in  all  stages  on  PL  LXVI. 
The  fly  is  interesting  as  having  what  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  shortest 
life-history  yet  recorded  for  any  insect  with  a  complete  metamorphosis. 
Though  most  abundant  in  the  rains,  it  appears  to  breed  all  the  year 
round.  In  one  instance  under  observation  the  flies  paired  at  8  a.m.  on 
August  31st,  remaining  coupled  for  eleven  minutes,  and  the  same  even¬ 
ing  the  female  laid  thirty-nine  eggs  on  some  half-decayed  bananas.  On 
the  afternoon  of  September  2nd  the  male  fly  died,  and  at  11*30  a.m.  on 
the  following  day  the  female  died  also.  The  eggs  had  hatched  during 
the  evening  of  September  1st,  the  larvae  all  pupated  on  the  4th  and  5th, 
and  on  September  7th  the  flies  emerged  :  the  whole  life-history  may  thus 
be  passed  through  within  a  week.  Such  rapid  multiplication  not  only 
quite  explains  the  abundance  of  the  flies,  but  affords  a  very  instructive 
example  of  the  effective  working  of  those  conditions  and  influences 
which  together  make  up  what  is  called  the  £t  balance  of  nature  ’  5and 
tend  to  prevent  the  too  great  increase  of  any  one  species  of  animal.  We 
will  assume  that  these  flies  have  thirty  broods  a  year,  each  brood 
consisting  of  forty  eggs,  of  which  all  develop  to  maturity,  half  males  and 
half  females  ;  a  simple  calculation  will  show  that  at  this  rate  the 
progeny  of  a  single  pair  would  at  the  end  of  a  year  reach  an  appalling 
number.  If  they  were  packed  tightly  together  so  that  each  cubic  inch 
of  space  contained  a  thousand  of  them,  they  would  very  easily  cover  the 
whole  of  India,  from  Kashmir  to  Cape  Comorin,  from  Karachi  to  Cal¬ 
cutta,  with  a  solid  cake  of  flies  a  hundred  million  miles  thick,  or  would 
coat  the  whole  world  with  a  layer  of  insects  a  million  miles  in  depth. 
And  yet  as  it  is  we  do  not  particularly  notice  them. 

Owing  to  their  fondness  for  fruit  they  are  sometimes  taken  to  be 
harmful  fruit-flies  by  those  who  do  not  know  their  habits,  but  they  are 
in  reality  beneficial,  as  they  seem  never  to  lay  eggs  in  any  but  bruised 
or  over-ripe  fruit.  The  eggs  themselves  are  beautiful  objects,  and  the 
curious  horns  or  processes  which  they  possess  appear  to  act  either  as 
breathing-tubes  or  as  supports  to  prevent  the  egg  from  sinking  too  deep 
in  the  decaying  pulp  in  which  it  is  usually  laid.  The  Indian  species  have 
not  been  studied  ;  the  genera  known  to  me  at  present  are  Drosophila , 
Curtonotum ,  and  Asteia,  the  first  two  including  most  of  the  common 
forms.  Curtonotum  is  very  common  in  the  hills.  The  fact  that  some 
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Brachydeutera  sp. 
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Drosophilids  breed  in  dung  and  other  filth,  and  are  fond  of  sitting  on 
or  near  it,  render  them  liable  to  carry  disease  germs  and  so  infect  food. 
The  interesting  discovery  has  recently  been  made  that  a  Drosophila 
harbours  trypanosome-like  parasites  (Chatton  and  Allilaire,  Comptes 
Rendus  del’ Acad.  Sci.  Fr.  1908).  Several  other  insects  are  known  to 
harbour  microscopic  protozoal  parasites  more  or  less  similar  to  those 
which  cause  various  diseases  of  warm-blooded  animals,  a  fact  which 
should  be  taken  into  account  in  any  researches  on  the  transmission  of 
disease  through  the  agency  of  insects. 

Ephydrim. 

Small  greyish  or  brownish  flies.  The  round  mouth-opening  and  the 
head  often  large.  Antennce  short ,  arista  bare,  or  pectinate  on  the 
upper  side.  Anal  cell  rudimentary ,  discal  and  2nd  basal  united. 

The  family,  while  economically  of  some  slight  importance  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  adult  flies  are  predaceous  and  abundant,  is  interesting 
because  of  the  often  curious  shape  and  mode  of  life  of  the  larvae.  These 
are  found  in  decaying  vegetable  stuff,  in  dirty  and  stagnant  water,  in 
salt  or  brackish  pools  (sometimes  in  countless  numbers),  and  even  in 
waters  so  charged  with  alkaline  salts  as  to  be  apparently  uninhabitable 
for  other  living  animals,  the  larvae  and  pupae  occurring  in  such 
extraordinary  abundance  in  this  unpromising  situation  that  they  were 
largely  used  by  the  natives  of  the  country  for  food  (Williston). 

As  in  several  other  predaceous  insects,  some  of  these  flies  (the  genus 
Octhera,  which  occurs  throughout  Northern  India)  have  the  front  femora 
very  large  and  flat,  the  lower  edge  being  armed  with  rough  spines  which 
hold  fast  the  prey,  while  the  fly  sucks  its  juices.  PI.  LXVII,  fig.  4, 
shows  a  species  of  Brachydeutera  which  is  apparently  common  all  over 
Northern  India,  the  eggs,  larvae,  and  pupae  being  found  in  tanks  and 
puddles,  on  whose  surface  the  adult  flies  walk  about  seeking  the  small 
insects  on  which  they  feed.  The  larvae  are  vegetable-feeders,  and  the 
family  is  thus  a  distinctly  beneficial  one,  the  larvae  being  scavengers, 
the  adults  insect-killers  ;  I  have  seen  even  small  Tabanid  larvae  attacked 
and  destroyed  by  these  flies.  The  curious  form  of  the  pupa  shows  in 
an  exaggerated  degree  a  type  similar  to  that  exhibited  by  certain 
Drosophilid  pupae,  and  the  Ephydridce  are  closely  related  to  this  family. 
Although  only  three  Indian  species  ( Notiphila  fasciata,  Wied. ,  N.  albi- 
ventris  and  N.  indica,  Wied.)  are  included  in  Van  der  Wuip’s  catalogue, 
iil  40 
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there  are  really  a  large  number,  and  the  remarkable  forms  and  habits 
of  many  of  the  larvae  should  make  the  study  of  the  Indian  Ephydrids 
an  interesting  one. 

Becker’s  monograph  (Dipterologische  Studien  IV.  Ephydridae 
Berlin  Ent.  Zeit.  1896)  gives  full  information  about  this  family. 

Chloropid^;. 

Small  shining  dark-coloured  or  yellowish  flies.  Head  hemispherical. 
Yihrissce  generally  absent.  Front  broad,  sometimes  with  bristles  at 
the  vertex.  Fiscal  and  2nd  basal  cell  united.  No  distinct  anal  cell. 
Wings  and  legs  short.  No  preapical  bristle  on  the  tibice. 

The  members  of  this  family  sometimes  do  considerable  damage  in 
Europe  and  America  by  the  larvae  burrowing  in  the  leaves  of  sugar-beet 


Fig.  412— Larva,  Pupa  (c)  and  imago  of  Oscinis  the.e, 
with  mined  Tea  Leaf. 

( From  Ind  Mus.  Notes.) 


or  in  the  stems  of  wheat,  oats,  and  other  grain  crops,  while  some  inhabit 
galls  on  the  stems  of  grasses.  The  duration  of  development  from  egg  to 
imago  is  given  by  Howard  in  the  case  of  an  American  Chloropid  as  about 
three  weeks.  The  flies  are  common  in  the  plains,  and  though  stem¬ 
boring  Chloropids  are  not  yet  known  seriously  to  damage  Indian  cereals, 
cases  of  such  damage  will  not  improbably  be  found  occasionally  to  occur. 
Insects  of  this  type  are  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with,  since  if  the  fly 
once  succeeds  in  laying  its  eggs  nothing  can  save  the  plant.  Failing  the 
presence  of  efficient  parasites  little  can  be  done  save  early  removal  and 
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destruction  of  affected  plants  and  the  clearing  of  any  neighbouring  jungle 
or  grass  such  as  might  form  a  breeding  place  for  the  flies.  Larvae 
which  live  in  the  stems  of  plants  are  naturally  liable  to  remain  unnoticed, 
and  the  effects  due  to  their  presence  may  be  ascribed  to  some  other 
cause.  Some  Chloropid  larvse  are  scavengers,  living  on  decaying  vege¬ 
table  matter  or  on  plants  previously  burrowed  or  wounded  by  other 
insects,  and  Oscinis  thece  is  recorded  as  having  been  found  damaging  tea 
by  mining  the  leaves.  (I.  M.  Notes)  (fig.  412.) 

One  of  the  Indian  Chloropids  has  a  habit  of  hovering  in  an  annoy¬ 
ing  manner  just  in  front  of  one’s  eyes,  and  is  known  as  the  “  eye-fly.” 
It  is  a  minute  shiny  dark-coloured  fly,  which  seems  to  be  particularly 
fond  of  clinging  to  hanging  strings  and  ropes.  It  is  not  unusual  to  see 
several  hundred  of  them  on  a  few  inches  of  string  hanging  from  a 
‘c  chick,”  and  with  the  aid  of  a  duster  or  a  killing-bottle  it  is  easy  to 
destroy  the  entire  swarm  ;  in  Europe  members  of  an  allied  genus  ( Ohio - 
rops)  are  also  known  occasionally  to  congregate  in  vast  numbers  in  par¬ 
ticular  chosen  spots.  A  fly  similar  to  this  eye-fly  is  a  serious  pest  in  the 
Southern  States  of  America,  numbers  of  them  getting  into  the  eyes  of 
domestic  animals,  and  they  are  held  in  great  measure  responsible  for 
the  spread  of  a  disease  of  the  eyes  which  at  times  is  extremely  prevalent 
among  children  in  those  districts  where  the  fly  is  abundant.  It  is  said 
that  in  the  Fiji  Islands  the  spread  of  a  serious  eye  disease  is  recognised 
by  the  European  residents  as  being  due  to  the  agency  of  “  gnats  ”, 
against  whose  attacks  they  protect  themselves  by  wearing  veils,  but  to 
what  family  the  “  gnats  ”  belong  is  not  mentioned.  (L.  0.  Howard.) 

Species  belonging  to  genera  allied  to  Elachyptera  and  Chlorops  are 


Fig.  413-  Antennae  of  Elachyitera  (?) 


very  common  in  India.  Their  antennae  are  often  horn-like  (fig.  413) 
and  they  are  coloured  in  some  pattern  of  yellow  and  black  ;  they  can 
always  be  found  by  sweeping  grass,  in  whose  stems  their  larvae  probably 
live. 

The  stages  of  a  pretty  little  Chloropid,  belonging  to  a  genus  closely 
related  to  Chlorops  (Merochlorops  ?  ),  are  shown  on  PL  LXVI.  The 
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larva  lives  in  the  watery  tissue  of  the  swathing  leaves  round  the  stem  of 
plantain-trees  and  under  sissoo  bark,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  pattern 
of  its  posterior  spiracles.  The  larvae  of  this  fly  were  utilised  by  a  native 
‘  ‘  doctor  ’  ’  at  Pusa  in  a  rather  interesting  way.  The  man  has  a 
considerable  reputation  in  the  district,  due  to  his  success  in  curing 
cases  of  tooth-ache  and  similar  ills.  A  violent  attack  of  tooth-ache 
(simulated  for  the  occasion)  gave  an  excuse  for  requiring  his  services. 
The  treatment  consisted  in  rattling  a  small  stick  round  the  patient’s 
mouth  ;  the  operator’s  unemployed  hand  (closed)  meanwhile  rested  above 
a  cloth  spread  on  the  patient’s  knees  ;  at  the  psychological  moment  the 
hand  quietly  opened  and  the  patient’s  attention  was  then  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  maggots  which  had  been  the  cause  of  his  pain  were  success¬ 
fully  removed  and  lay  exposed  on  the  cloth.  The  operator  added  that 
he  believed  one  obstinate  maggot  still  remained  in  the  tooth,  and  that 
this  would  probably  necessitate  a  repetition  of  the  treatment  at  a  later 
date.  Similar  but  rather  less  crude  methods  are  adopted  by  Chinese 
practitioners  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bombay.  They  pretend  to  suck 
out  the  maggots  from  the  affected  part,  using  a  small  bamboo  tube. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Captain  Liston  and  Dr.  Surveyor  I  got  an 
opportunity  of  examining  some  of  these  maggots,  and  found  them  to 
be  Cecidomyiids,  apparently  from  galls. 

Celyphxm. 

Scutellum  immensely  enlarged,  covering  the  wings  and  abdomen. 

Antennce  long,  arista  -flattened. 

These  insects,  owing  to  the  remarkable  size  of  the  scutellum,  look 
very  unlike  flies,  and  have  more  the  appearance  of  small  round-backed 
beetles.  The  scutellum  and  general  surface  of  the  body  is  smooth,  with 
a  more  or  less  metallic  coloration,  and  this  increases  the  resemblance. 
The  structure  of  the  antennae  and  of  the  abdomen  is  also  curious. 
The  flies  appear  to  be  not  uncommon  in  some  parts  of  the  plains  and  are 
generally  found  among  grass.  Nothing  at  all  is  known  of  their  life- 
history,  or  of  the  advantages,  whether  protective  or  otherwise,  of  their 
extraordinary  structure. 

Four  species  are  recorded  from  India,  all  belonging  to  the  genus 
Celyphus.  PL  LXVII,  fig.  6,  represent  Celyphus  fuscipes,  Mq. 
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Diopsidje. 

Sides  of  the  head  drawn  out  into  horn-like  projections  which  hear  the 
eyes.  Front  femora  thickened. 

The  remarkable  structure  of  the  head  makes  this  small  family  very 

easy  to  recognise.  One  species  (fig.  414)  is  commonly  met  with  in  the 

plains,  sitting  about  on  leaves  in  shady 

places,  but  as  in  the  case  of  the  Celyphidce, 

nothing  is  known  of  the  life-history.  The 

exaggerated  distance  between  the  eyes  may 

very  probably  give  the  insect  increased 

accuracy  in  judging  distances,  just  as 

‘  ‘  prismatic  ’  ’  field-glasses  give  an  enhanced 

stereoscopic  effect,  owing  to  the  outer  lenses 

_  _  being  at  a  greater  distance  apart  than  the 

Fig.  414— Diopsid  (sphyrace-  ®  & 

phala  hearseyana)  x  6.  eyes  of  the  user,  and  this  accuracy  might  be 

useful  if  the  animal  were  predaceous  ;  the 
possibility  that  such  may  be  its  mode  of  life  is  also  suggested  by  the 
structure  of  the  front  femora,  which  is  similar  to  that  seen  in  several 
predaceous  flies.  Fig.  414  represents  the  commonest  species  of  N. 
India,  and  another  species  is  shown  on  PI.  LXYII,  fig.  7. 

Psilid^e. 

No  vihrissce.  Antennae  generally 
long.  Lower  fr onto -orbital 
bristles  absent.  Abdomen 
rather  long  and  thin.  Legs 
rather  long.  Sub-costa  ab¬ 
sent ,  1st  posterior  cell  not 
narrowed.  No  preapical 
bristle  on  the  tibiae. 

Very  little  is  known  of  this 
family,  beyond  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  larvae  live  in  galls 
or  in  the  roots  of  plants.  Only 
one  Indian  species  is  on  record, 
and  the  flies  do  not  appear  to 
be  very  common,  the  larvae  are 
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slender,  with  the  posterior  spiracles  dark  coloured  and  somewhat 
raised. 

The  fly  shown  in  fig.  415  has  been  reared  from  larvae  found  in  the 
bark  of  Til  ( Sesamum  indicum ). 

Sepsim. 

Head  round,  proboscis  and  antennae  usually  short.  Abdomen  slender, 
narrow  at  the  waist .  Male  genitalia  prominent.  Basals  and  anal 
cell  distinct.  Sub-costa  present  or  absent . 

The  majority  of  these  small  flies  are  easily  recognised  by  their  form 
and  colour.  They  are  yellowish,  shining  black  or  dark  metallic  purplish 
brown  in  hue,  and  the  abdomen  is  thin  at  the  waist,  its  extremity  being 
considerably  thicker  and  generally  bent  downwards  (PI.  LXVII,  fig.  8). 
The  wings  often  have  a  dark  spot  near  the  tip.  The  larvae  jump  like 
those  of  Trypetidce,  by  fixing  their  mouth-hooklets  in  two  small  notches 
at  the  tail-end  and  suddenly  releasing  them  with  a  jerk,  which  may 
propel  the  animal  for  six  or  eight  inches.  They  are  scavengers,  living  in 
dung  or  other  decaying  matter,  and  the  flies  may  commonly  be  found  in 
abundance  about  these  breeding-places  ;  they  have  a  habit  of  raising  and 
lowering  their  wings  as  they  walk,  in  a  way  that  conveys  an  impression 
of  daintiness  and  affectation  amusing  to  those  who  know  their  real 
tastes  and  habits.  In  Europe  and  America,  where  cheeses  are  popular 
and  smoked  or  dried  meat  is  often  stored  in  large  quantities,  flies  of  the 
genus  Piophila  (whose  larvae  are  known  as  44  cheese-hoppers  ”)  often 
do  very  considerable  damage  to  these  articles  of  food.  The  larvae  and 
puparium  are  of  the  usual  Muscoid  type,  the  larva  smooth,  thick,  and 
blunt  at  the  tail  end,  and  tapering  away  to  the  head,  the  puparium 
roughly  the  size  and  shape  of  a  small  brownish  grain  of  rice,  its  surface 
rather  winkled.  The  whole  life-history  occupies  about  three  weeks  or 
rather  less. 

The  common  Indian  species  mostly  belong  to  the  genus  Sepsis 
(Brunetti,  Ind.  Mus.  Records),  and  the  flies  are  very  common  everywhere, 
though  less  so  in  the  plains  than  in  the  hills.  In  any  hill-station  they 
can  be  found  in  very  great  abundance  and  would  constitute  a  serious 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  were  they  not  fortunately 
essentially  4  4  out-door  ’ 5  flies.  If  they  were  in  the  habit  of  settling  on 
food  in  kitchens  or  elsewhere,  their  custom  of  walking  about  on  fresh 
dung  would  be  sure  very  often  to  result  in  infection  of  the  food  with 
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disease  germs,  but  we  have  only  occasionally  found  them  numerous  in 
and  about  cooking-places. 

Micropezim. 

Fairly  large  flies ,  the  body  and  legs  generally  very  long  and  slender ,  the  face 
retreating  in  profile.  Sub-costa  present  or  absent ,  anal  cell  present.  1st 
posterior  cell  usually  narrowed  or  closed.  Wings  often  marked  or  spotted. 
Very  little  is  known  about  these  curious  and  ungainly-looking  flies, 
although  a  considerable  number  of  species  have  been  described,  of  which 

some  half  a  dozen  are  recorded  as  having 
been  met  with  in  India.  Nothing 
seems  to  have  been  known  hitherto 
of  the  life-history  of  any  member  of  the 
family,  but  fig.  416  shows  the  larva  and 
pupa  of  a  Calobata  (PL  LXVIL  fig.  9), 
which  has  been  bred  from  the  decaying 
roots  of  ginger  plants  which  had  been 
attacked  by  a  fungus-disease.  The 
elongated  reddish  pupae  were  frequent¬ 
ly  found  deep  in  the  root,  lying  in  long 
tunnels  eaten  by  the  larva,  and  along 
these  tunnels  the  imago  made  its  way 
to  the  surface  on  emerging.  The  flies 

Fig.  416-Larva  and  PupaU  Calob-  are  generally  found  in  rather  damp 
ata  from  Ginger,  x  8.  shady  places,  sitting  and  walking  about 

on  leaves  and  grass-stems,  and  they  have  the  habit  of  holding  the  forelegs 
straight  out  in  front  of  the  head  like  antennae,  somewhat  as  in  Chirono- 
midce  and  some  Ortalidce.  There  is  a  structure  on  the  front  femora  which 
may  possibly  be  some  kind  of  sense-organ  and  be  connected  with  this  habit. 


. J 

V 

-  •  :J 

j  1 

u  1 

rj 

Trypetid^e. 

Flies  of  moderate  or  rather  small  size ,  often  more  or  less  marked  with 
yellow .  No  distinct  vibrissce.  Head  hemispherical ,  front  broad  with 
lower  fr onto -orbital  bristles  near  eye-margins.  Female  ovipositor 
usually  projecting.  Sub-costa  runs  into  costa  more  or  less  at  right 
angles,  and  is  often  faintly  defined  near  the  point  of  junction.  Anal 
cell  distinct,  its  hind  corner  generally  drawn  out  to  a  sharp  point. 
No  preapical  bristles  on  tibiae .  Wings  generally  with  dark  markings. 
Economically  this  is  a  very  important  family,  as  it  includes  several 
serious  pests  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 
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The  flies  are  as  a  rule  easily  recognised  from  the  above  description, 
the  only  ones  with  which  they  are  liable  to  be  confounded  being  the 


Fig.  417— Wing  of  Tkypetid  showing  the 


indistinct  Sub-costa. 

( After  Loew. .  xl6.) 

Ortalidce .  In  these  latter,  however,  there  are  no  fr onto- orbital  bristles 
(i.e.,  the  front  is  not  bristly  all  the  way  down  the  sides),  the  sub-costa 
runs  into  the  costa  at  an  acute  angle,  not  a  right  angle,  and  is  not  indis¬ 
tinct  at  the  junction,  while  the  anal  cell,  though  large,  is  often  very  in¬ 
distinct.  The  family  is  of  importance  because  it  contains  the  bulk  of  the 
“  Fruit-flies,”  whose  larvae  by  their  presence  often  render  uneatable  the 
mangoes,  peaches,  oranges,  melons,  gourds  and  the  fruits  of  various 
other  cucurbitaceous  plants  in  which  they  are  most  usually  found.  In 
other  countries  Ceratitis  capitata  is  a  very  serious  pest  of  oranges  and 
other  fruit,  but  does  not  occur  in  India,  though  an  allied  species  has  been 
found  in  the  North-West  and  in  Bombay.  In  this  genus  (Cerat  es)  the 
males  have  on  the  head  two  long  bristles  with  broad  leaf-like  tips.  The 
ordinary  Indian  Fruit-flies  belong  to  the  genus  Dacus,  and  there  are  some 
half-a-dozen  species  which  have  attracted  notice  owing  to  damage  inflicted 
on  fruits  in  various  districts,  the  troublesome  species  of  fly  varying 
with  the  locality  and  to  some  extent  with  the  time  of  year.  All  the 
commoner  species  of  Dacus  have  a  strong  family  likeness,  being  yellow 
or  reddish  yellow  with  more  or  less  of  dark  greyish  black,  the  dorsal  part 
of  the  thorax  being  frequently  blackish,  often  with  yellow  marking. 
The  general  type  of  colouring  can  be  seen  on  PL  LXYI  which  represents 
Dacus  diversus,  Coq.  The  life-history  of  Fruit-flies,  speaking  generally, 
is  as  follows  : — the  long  white  eggs  are  laid  just  under  the  skin  of  the 
fruit  by  means  of  the  long  horny  ovipositor  possessed  by  the  female  ; 
they  hatch  in  two  or  three  days  and  the  young  maggots  tunnel  into 
the  fruit  and  continue  eating  for  a  fortnight  or  so  ;  they  then  as  a 
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rule,  but  not  always,  leave  the  fruit  and  fall  to  the  ground,  where  they 
burrow  to  a  depth  of  one  to  two  inches  and  pupate,  the  pupal  stage 


Fig.  418— The  Life-history  of  a  Fruit  fly  (Dacus  Cucurbits).  The  eggs 
(right  side  of  Figure)  lying  just  under  the  skin  of  a  gourd;  of  the 

TWO  FIGURES  BELOW  THE  PUPARIUM,  THE  UPPER  IS  THE  ANTERIOR  END  SHOWING 

anterior  Spiracles,  the  lower  the  Posterior  end  and  the  Posterior  Spir¬ 
acles.  (x  8). 
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lasting  about  a  week.  We  have  found  that  Citronella  oil  has  an 
extremely  strong  attraction  for  the  males  of  the  destructive  Peach-fly 
{Dams  persicce),  and  that  this  is  probably  due  to  the  females  having 
the  same  smell,  which  we  have  ascertained  to  be  the  case.  Details  as  to 
habits  and  the  periods  of  the  different  stages  vary  in  different  species. 
The  larvae  (Pl.  LXYI  and  fig.  418)  are  of  the  type  usual  among 
Acalyptrates,  blunt  behind  with  rather  conspicuous  stigmata,  and 
tapering  to  the  head  end  which  is  provided  with  black  mouth-hooks, 
the  anterior  stigmata  showing  as  a  curved  row  of  ten  or  a  dozen  small 
bead-like  rounded  projections.  The  colour  of  the  larva  is  dirty  whitish 
or  pale  yellow,  and  the  skin  is  smooth  and  shining,  the  longitudinal 
tracheae  usually  clearly  seen  beneath  it.  The  larvae  can  hop  in  the  same 
way  as  Sepsid  larvae  by  fixing  the  mouth-hooks  in  a  notch  just  below 
the  anus  and  then  uncurling  the  body  with  a  sudden  jerk.  Preventive 
measures  consist  of  various  devices  to  protect  the  fruit  from  the  ovipo¬ 
siting  female,  such  as  netting,  earthing  up  the  young  fruit,  or  protect¬ 
ing  them  with  paper  screens  until  the  skin  has  grown  thick  and  tough. 
Remedial  measures  are  useless  unless  begun  in  the  earliest  stages  of  an 
attack,  and  consist  of  the  prompt  destruction  of  all  affected  fruit  by 
boiling,  submerging,  or  burying  the  fruit  at  least  eighteen  inches  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground  and  firmly  stamping  down  the  earth  with 
which  the  hole  is  filled  in.  Though  most  if  not  all  the  Trypetidce  pass 
their  larval  stage  in  the  fruits,  stems,  or  leaves  of  plants,  the  two  genera. 
Dacus  and  Ceratitis  (the  latter  a  genus  with  banded  wings,  the  thorax 
and  base  of  the  wings  spotted  with  black,  which  has  been  recorded  as 
damaging  oranges  in  North  Bombay),  seem  to  comprise  all  the  species 
at  present  known  to  rank  as  real  pests.  The  bulk  of  the  species  of 
Trypetidce  are  a  good  deal  smaller  than  the  fruit-flies,  and  are  generally 
greyish  in  colour  with  beautiful  iridescent  eyes  and  prettily-spotted 
wings.  We  have  seen  representatives  of  the  genera  Trypeta ,  Urellia, 
TJrophora,  Tephritis  and  Rhahdochoeta,  but  the  Indian  members  of  the 
family  as  a  whole  have  yet  to  be  worked  out,  and  there  are  probably 
many  genera.  The  student  of  Trypetidce  will  find  most  information 
in  the  various  writngs  of  Loew,  especially  “  Die  Europaischen 
Bohrfliegen,”  and  the  “  Monographs  on  the  Diptera  of  N.  America  ” 
published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Ortalim. 

Rather  small  hut  not  minute  flies ,  the  body  generally  smooth  and  shiny ,  the 
wings  nearly  always  marked  with  dark  hands  or  spots,  the  sub-costa 
distinct  and  meeting  the  costa  at  an  acute  angle,  not  as  in  Trypetidce. 
Anal  cell  indistinct.  The  front  broad,  not  bristly  all  the  way  down 
the  sides.  Female  ovipositor  prominent  and  horny.  Tibiae  without 
preapical  bristles,  only  the  middle  pair  with  spurs. 

This  family  contains  a  number  of  species  of  diverse  form,  and  some 
of  them  much  resemble  Trypetidce  in  appearance.  Little  is  known  of 


their  life-histories,  but  it  seems  probable  that  these  are  of  the  same  type 
as  those  of  Trypetidce  and  Chloropidce,  that  is  to  say,  most  of  the  larvae 
are  likely  to  inhabit  the  leaves  and  stems  of  plants,  though  some  may 
breed  in  decaying  matter  :  they  are  not  yet  known  to  be  of  economic 
importance  in  India.  One  of  the  commonest  species  in  this  country 
is  that  figured  on  PL  LXVII,  fig.  5.  Ulidia  oenea,  F.,  a  beautiful  little 
fly  of  shining  blue-green  and  copper  colour  which  may  often  be  seen 
sitting  basking  on  leaves  and  slowly  raising  and  lowering  its  forelegs 
one  after  another,  as  though  it  were  delivering  a  weighty  discourse 
on  some  serious  subject.  The  reason  for  this  curious  habit  is  unknown, 
but  it  suggests  that  the  fore  leg  might  have  some  sensory  function 
and  serve  as  a  kind  of  auxiliary  antenna.  This  particular  species  is 
unlike  most  Ortalids  in  having  unmarked  wings,  the  banding  and  spot¬ 
ting  of  the  wings  being  very  characteristic  of  the  family  as  a  whole. 
Indian  Ortalidce  still  require  to  be  worked  out  from  the  systematic 
point  of  view.  The  more  important  genera  are  Rivellia,  Ortalis,  Ulidia, 
and  Loxoneura.  For  details  Van  der  Wulp’s  catalogue  may  be  referred 
to,  and  for  further  descriptions  the  writings  of  Coquillett  (Proc.  Ent. 
Soc.,  Washington,  VI)  and  Kertesz  (Tijdsch.  V.  Entom.  XXIII,  and 
Termes.  Fuzetek.,  1897). 
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Sapromyzid^e. 

Small  rather  short-bodied  flies  usually  shiny  and  coloured  blackish  blue 
or  yellow,  the  female  with  a  rather  long  slender  ovipositor.  The  head 
as  broad  as  the  thorax ,  third  joint  of  the  antennce  generally  large  and 
fairly  long.  Wings  often  clouded. 

As  their  name  implies  the  larvae  of  this  family  feed  on  decaying 
matter,  and  are  usually  found  in  rotten  vegetable  stuff.  Little  is  known 


about  the  Indian  species,  but  fig.  420  represents  a  fairly  common  blue- 
black  Lonchcea  sometimes  seen  sitting  on  leaves  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  excrement.  Species  of  the  other  chief  genus  of  the  family,  Sap- 
xomyza,  also  occur  in  India,  but  do  not  seem  to  be  common.  For  Asiatic 
species  the  writing  of  Kertesz  (Tezmeszetraji  Fuzetek,  Yols.  XX — 
XXIII)  and  Czerney,  Genera  Insect  or  um,  Lauxanince,  may  be  consulted. 

Helomyzim. 

Small  flies  of  greyish  or  yellowish  colour.  The  antennce  short ,  the  third 
joint  rounded.  Wings  large  with  distinct  basal  cells  and  the 
costa  usually  bristly. 

The  flies  of  this  small  and  unimportant  family  deposit  their  eggs  in 
decaying  vegetable  matter  and  in  the  dung  of  various  animals,  including 
that  of  bats  living  in  caves.  Van  der  Wulp  lists  one  species,  Helomyza 
maura,  Wlk,,  from  “  East  India,”  and  we  have  taken  a  Tephrochlamys 
at  Allahabad,  but  otherwise  we  know  of  no  record  of  any  Indian  species. 
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SCIOMYZIM. 

Sub-costa  distinctly  separate  from  Radius .  Wings  rather  long ,  usually 
with  dark  markings.  No  vibrissce.  Head  rounded,  often  broader 
than  the  thorax.  Preapical  bristles  on  tibice. 

Little  is  known  about  the  habits  and  life-histories  of  the  members 
of  this  family  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  of  any  economic  importance. 

They  are  mostly  small  sluggishly- 
moving  flies,  found  in  damp  grass 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water, 
the  body  often  coloured  dirty  brown 
and  wings  much  spotted  with  dark 
brown.  The  abdomen  is  often  rather 
long,  and  has  six  segments  visible. 
The  larvae  are  mostly  aquatic,  feed¬ 
ing  on  water-plants.  One  genus, 
Sepedon  (see  Brunetti,  Ind.  Mus. 
Records)  is  conspicuous  and  unlike 
those  whose  general  appearance  is 
described  above  (fig.  421).  Most  of  these  latter  belong  to  the  genus 
Tetanocera  and  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  family,  which  has  been  mono¬ 
graphed  by  Hendel  ( Sciomyzidce ,  Verhand.  Zool.  Bot.  Ges.  Wien.,  1902). 
About  a  hundred  and  fifty  European  species  are  known  ;  the  known 
Indian  species  belong  to  the  genera  Dryomyza,  Sciomyza,  Tetanocera , 
and  Sepedon. 


Fig.  421— Sciomyzid  (Sepedon)  x  2 


Phycodromim. 

Small  dark-coloured  flies,  the  whole  body  noticeably  flattened.  Face  and 
front  very  bristly.  Preapical  bristle  on  all  the  tibice.  Sub-costa 
distinct ;  basals  and  anal  cell  present. 

These  curious  little  flies  all  live  on  the  sea-shore,  generally  among 
the  line  of  sea-weed  and  other  refuse  left  by  the  high  tide.  Their  larvae 
are  presumably  scavengers,  but  I  do  not  find  any  reference  to  their  life- 
histories.  The  adult  flies  have  a  slight  superficial  resemblance  to  small 
Hippoboscidce,  owing  to  their  flat  shape  and  stout  legs,  and  perhaps  to 
some  Borboridce,  but  these  are  hardly  likely  to  be  confused.  There  are 
only  about  a  dozen  European  species,  but  the  individuals  are  often  very 
numerous  in  the  abovementioned  localities.  None  are  recorded  from 
India. 
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HETERONEURIDiE. 

Small  rather  slender  flies,  with  vibrissce.  Rl  and  anal  veins  short ;  sub¬ 
costa  not  very  distinct,  cross-veins  quite  close  together. 

A  small  and  unimportant  family.  No  Indian  species  have  been 
bred,  and  the  flies  are  uncommon.  In  Europe  the  larvae  have  been 
found  in  decaying  wood  and  the  flies  occur  in  rather  damp  shady 
places.  One  species  has  been  seen  at  Pusa. 

CORDYLURIM. 

Sub-costa  distinct,  costa  not  bristly  at  its  end.  ls£  posterior  cell  not  nar¬ 
rowed.  Two  basals  and  anal  present.  Head  rounded,  the  eyes  round 
and  bare,  the  front  broad  in  both  sexes.  Abdomen  with  at  least  five 
visible  segments.  Squamce  small. 

This  family,  with  the  Anthomyiidce,  is  transitional  between  the 
Acalyptrates  and  the  Calyptrates.  To  the  Anthomyiidce  it  is  very  closely 
related,  and  with  some  species  it  is  most  difficult  to  decide  in  which 
family  they  should  be  placed.  The  chief  difference  is  that  the  Antho- 
myiids  have  the  eyes  usually  closer  together  in  the  male  than  in  the 
female,  while  both  sexes  of  the  Cordylurids  have  the  eyes  wide  apart, 
and  in  them  the  structure  of  the  genital  organs  affords  the  best  means 
of  distinguishing  the  sexes,  the  males  usually  having  the  abdomen 
blunter  and  more  rounded  than  the  females.  Contrary  to  what  is 
usually  the  case,  the  males  of  some  Cordylurids  (e.g.,  Scatophaga)  are 
very  considerably  larger  than  the  females.  Many  of  the  flies  breed  in 
dung.  These  are  chiefly  the  Scatophagince.  The  other  genera  are 
usually  found  in  wet  places  near  ponds  or  tanks,  and  several  of  their 
larvae  live  in  the  stems  of  water-plants,  while  one  genus  Clidogastra  has 
occurred  as  a  parasite  in  a  Noctuid  caterpillar  (Williston).  The  larvae 
are  variable  in  structure,  but  those  of  Cordylurince  are  amphipneustic 
with  both  pairs  of  stigmata  conspicuous.  Little  seems  to  be  known  of 
the  life-histories  and  they  have  not  yet  been  studied  in  India,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Cordylurid  figured  on  PL  LXYI,  the  “  Rice-stem  fly.” 
The  larva  and  the  characteristically  truncated  pupa  are  sufficiently 
described  by  the  picture.  The  fly  differs  from  most  allied  Cordylurince 
in  having  no  conspicuously  large  bristles  on  the  mesonotum  (dorso- 
central  bristles).  The  larvae  live  in  the  stems  of  young  rice  and  pupate 
there  ;  mature  stems  are  rarely  or  never  attacked  :  the  wilted-looking 
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rice-stems  which  harbour  the  larvae  are  easily  pulled  out  from  the 
ensheathing  leaves,  and  then  present  the  appearance  of  having  been 
chewed  in  the  mouth.  As  is  the  case  with  all  stem-flies,  no  effective 
remedy  has  been  discovered  :  while  the  fly  frequently  does  considerable 
damage  to  the  young  rice,  it  is  by  no  means  a  specific  pest  of  this 
crop,  but  has  apparently  very  varied  habits.  It  has  been  bred  from 
rice,  sorghum,  maize,  millets,  cheena  ( Panicum  miliaceum),  sama  (P. 
frumentaceum) ,  celery,  khira  ( Cucumis  sativus)  and  brinjal,  from 
wheat,  which  it  damaged  considerably  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Harnai 
(Baluchistan)  1909,  and  also  from  rotten  potatoes  and  decaying 
vegetable  matter  of  various  kinds.  This  would  point  to  the  possibility 
of  its  occurring  in  rice  only  after  the  stem  had  been  otherwise  damaged, 
but  such  is  not  the  case.  Except  for  the  Bice-stem  fly,  the  family  is  on 
the  whole  a  distinctly  beneficial  one,  for  not  only  do  the  larvse  eat  up 
dung  and  other  unpleasant  substances,  but  many  of  the  adults  are 
predaceous,  and  like  most  predaceous  flies  possess  large  appetites.  In 
the  hills  at  Mussoorie  I  have  found  Scatophaga  very  common,  especially 
about  excrement,  and  the  common  species  (S.  stercoraria ,  which  occurs 
also  in  Europe)  is  very  conspicuous  from  the  yellow  woolly  hair  with 
which  the  male  is  covered.  (PI.  LXVII,  fig.  10.)  I  have  not  met  with 
Scatophaga  in  the  plains,  but  Hydromyzince  occur  there  as  well  as  in 
the  hills,  and  may  be  seen  in  company  with  Anthomyiids,  Ephydrids 
and  Dolichopodids,  hunting  for  prey  on  the  edges  of  well-puddles,  the 
mud  of  tanks  and  rivers,  and  even  in  the  spray  of  waterfalls.  Their 
victims  are  sometimes  small  drowning  flies,  and  often  aquatic  larvae 
(including  those  of  Mosquitos  and  Tabanids)  which  they  will  not 
unfrequently  even  drag  from  the  water  to  devour  at  leisure  on  dry 
land.  The  flies  are  generally  difficult  to  catch,  as  they  fly  very 
nimbly  and  close  to  the  mud  or  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  table  of  sub-families  is  abridged  from  Becker’s  monograph 
of  the  family  (Dipterologische  Studien  I.  Scatomyzidce.  Berlin,  Ent. 
Zeit.,  1894)  in  which  he  enumerates  125  European  species. 

1.  Scutellum  with  at  least  four  bristles  ; 

wings  generally  long.  If  short,  then 
the  abdomen  unusually  long  . .  2 

Two  to  four  scutellar  bristles.  Wings 
generally  short  and  rounded  . ,  3 
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2.  Head  broad.  Palpi  spoon  or  leaf-shaped  . .  Hydromyzince. 
Head  rounded,  not  particularly  broad. 

Palpi  not  broadened  . .  . .  Scatophagince. 


3.  Front  femora  with  a  double  row  of  bristles 

on  the  inner  side  .  .  .  .  Norellince. 

Front  femora  with  at  most  a  single  row 

of  bristles  on  the  inner  side  . .  . .  4 


4.  Face  short.  Palpi  small  without  long 
bristles.  Antennae  short,  arista  bare 
or  at  most  pubescent  . .  . .  Clidogastrince. 

Face  long.  Palpi  only  occasionally  flat¬ 
tened,  sometimes  with  long  end-bris¬ 
tles.  Arista  bare  or  plumose.  Mostly 
very  bristly  flies  .  • . .  . .  Cordylurince. 


Anthomyiim. 

N at  large  flies  ;  coloured  dull  brownish  black  or  grey,  the  squamce  fairly 
large,  and  the  eyes  usually  closer  together  in  the  male  than  in  the 
female.  The  ls£  posterior  cell  widely  open.  The  abdomen  with  four 
or  five  segments  visible,  rarely  bristly. 

The  division  of  Calyptrate  Muscoids  is  usually  made  to  include  this 
family,  while  some  authors  make  the  Anthomyiids  into  a  separate  divi¬ 
sion  intermediate  between  Calyptrates  and  Acalyptrates  ;  this  is  pro¬ 
bably  their  natural  position,  but  we  have  for  convenience  included  them 
in  the  Acalyptrates  after  the  Cordyluridce,  to  which  they  bear  very  close 
relationship.  The  adult  flies  are  generally  very  much  like  house-flies 
in  colour  and  general  appearance,  and  one  genus,  Homalomyia,  habitually 
haunts  human  habitations  in  India  in  company  with  the  true  House¬ 
flies  ( Muscidce ).  All  the  Anthomyiidce  are  flower-flies  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  predaceous  species,  but  their  larvae  are  of  somewhat  diverse 
habits,  a  few  being  found  in  dung,  others  in  decaying  vegetable  matter 
of  different  kinds,  and  others  in  the  roots  of  plants.  Though  the  last- 
named  group  are  often  very  destructive  to  onions  and  other  crops  in 
Europe  and  America,  and  very  difficult  to  combat,  no  instances  of  their 
having  done  noticeable  damage  in  India  have  yet  come  to  our  knowledge. 
The  eggs,  larvae  and  pupae  are  of  the  usual  muscoid  type,  the  larvae  simi¬ 
lar  in  proportions  to  those  of  fruit-flies  (fig.  418)  and  as  a  rule  having 
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the  posterior  stigmata  well  marked.  In  root-inhabiting  species  the  larvae 
may  remain  in  the  root  when  pupating  or  may  come,  out  and  pupate 
in  the  soil  near  by.  The  Indian  species  have  not  been  recently  studied, 
and  will  probably  be  very  largely  increased  in  numbef*,  as  the  family  is 
a  large  one.  Dr.  P.  Stein  is  regarded  as  the  chief  authority  on  Antho- 
myiids,  and  his  various  writings,  together  with  Meade’s  “  British 
Anthomyiidse,”  should  be  consulted  for  information  as  to  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  numerous  genera.  Van  der  Wulp  lists  about  twenty  Indian 
species ;  of  these  one  of  the  commonest  and  most  noticeable  is  Limno- 
phora  tonitrui ,  Wied.,  a  little  fly  of  the  size  of  a  house-fly,  with  a  light 
grey  thorax  marked  with  conspicuous  blots  of  velvety  black.  The  chief 
genera  at  present  known  to  occur  in  this  country  are  Spilogaster , 
Ophyra,  Limnophora,  Anthomyia,  Homalomyia,  Lisps,  and  Ccenosia. 
(Mr.  Brunetti  informs  us  that  Anthomyia  peshawarensis ,  Big.,  described 
in  I.  M.  Notes  as  parasitic  on  locusts,  is  really  Chortophila  cilicrura 
Rond.) 

CALYPTRATES. 

Calyptrate  Muscoids  are  those  which  possess  well-developed  squamae, 
have  the  male  eyes  closer  together  than  the  female,  and  the  1st 
posterior  cell  completely  closed  or  distinctly  narrowed  at  its  outer  end 
(except  in  some  blood-sucking  species).  We  include  in  this  division  four 
families,  the  Tachinidce,  Sarcophagidcs,  Muscidce  and  (E strides.  The 
Sarcophagidcs  and  (E strides  are  comparatively  small  families,  but  the 
Tachinidcs  and  Muscidcs  have  each  a  very  large  number  of  closely  related 
species.  The  fact  that  so  many  of  the  species  are  so  much  alike  makes 
their  classification  (especially  in  the  case  of  the  Tachinidcs)  extremely 
difficult,  and  even  the  numerous  genera  are  often  so  close  together  and 
separated  by  such  very  slight  characters  that  the  student  will  not  be  able 
to  distinguish  them  unless  he  makes  a  special  study  of  the  families. 
Their  classification  is  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  although 
much  work  has  been  done  on  the  European  and  American  species.  In 
particular,  the  Indian  Tachinidcs,  which  are  evidently  extremely 
numerous,  have  hardly  been  touched,  and  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  the  past  will  need  a  large  amount  of  revision  to  bring  it  into  line  with 
modern  classification.  For  these  reasons,  and  since  it  must  be  some 
years  before  the  Indian  Calyptrates  can  be  really  well  known,  1  can  treat 
of  them  only  in  a  superficial  manner,  but  the  student  should  not  think 
IIL  41 
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that  because  the  treatment  is  superficial  the  families  are  therefore  un¬ 
important.  Leaving  the  (Estridce  for  the  present,  we  will  begin  with  the 
three  families  Tachinidce,  Sarcophagidce  and  Muscidce.  Taken  as  a 
whole  they  are  moderately  large,  more  or  less  bristly,  grey  blackish  or 
blue  flies  ;  many  have  the  general  appearance  of  house-flies  or  blue¬ 
bottles  :  they  are  distinguished  as  follows  : — 

Arista  bare.  Upper  side  of  abdomen  generally 
bristly  on  the  basal  segments. 

Larvae  parasitic  .  .  . .  . .  Tachinidce. 

Arista  bare  at  the  end,  but  with  hairs  on  the 
basal  half.  Basal  segments  of  abdomen  gener¬ 
ally  without  strong  bristles.  Larvae  parasitic 
or  scavengers  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Sarcophagidce. 

Arista,  on  at  least  one  side,  hairy  or  plumose 
along  its  whole  length.  Abdomen  generally 
smooth,  not  bristly  on  the  basal  part.  Larvae 
mostly  scavengers  .  .  . .  . .  Muscidce. 

(If  like  this,  and  with  strong,  horny,  more  or  less 
elongated  proboscis,  hut  with  1st  posterior  cell 
open  as  in  Anthomyiids)  .  .  . .  “  Biting  ’  ’  Mus¬ 

cidce  (See  pp. 
645,  659). 


Muscidce. 

Rather  small  compactly -built  flies.  The  abdomen  of  four  visible  seg¬ 
ments ,  not  bristly  on  its  basal  part,  and  not  swollen  at  the  tip  in  the 
males  as  in  Sarcophagidce.  The  antennal  arista  plumose  to  the  tip 
at  least  on  one  side.  posterior  cell  closed  or  much  narrowed 
except  in  some  of  the  blood-sucking  species  where  it  is  only  slightly 
narrowed  ;  eyes  in  males  much  nearer  together  than  in  females,  often 
touching. 

This  family  comprises  those  house-flies,  blue-bottles  and  blow-flies 
which  are  familiar  insects  wherever  man  has  made  his  home,  and  also, 
be  it  remarked,  where  he  has  not.  Almost  all  the  very  numerous 
species  may  be  said  to  closely  resemble  in  colour  and  general  appearance 
one  of  these  two  types,  the  house-fly  or  the  blue-bottle.  The  life- 
history  is  short,  a  fair  average  period  for  the  commoner  species  being  10 
to  15  days,  but  this  is  subject  to  considerable  variation  with  food  and 
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temperature.  The  number  of  eggs  varies  very  much  in  the  different 
species.  Musca  corvina  lays  only  twenty  or  thirty,  M.  domestica  a  hundred 


Fig.  422— Eggs  of  House-fly  x  about  20. 

( After  Newstecui.) 

to  a  hundred  and  fifty,  while  some  of  the  blue-bottles  ( Lucilia  and 
Calliphora ,  etc.),  may  lay  five  or  six  hundred.  The  eggs  rarely  take  longer 
than  a  day  to  hatch,  and  the  young  are  sometimes  deposited  as  larvae, 
as  in  many  Sarcophagidce  and  some  Tachinidce.  The  eggs  are  as  a  rule 
white  (those  of  Hcematobia  are  black)  and  mostly  resemble  those  of  the 
house-fly  (fig.  418)  though  some  have  a  process  from  one  end  running 
longitudinally  down  one  side  of  the  egg.  The  great  majority  of  the 
larvae  are  scavengers  and  live  in  dung  or  in  decaying  animal  or  vegetable 
matter.  They  are  typical  “  maggots,”  the  body  thick  behind  and  taper¬ 
ing  in  front  to  a  rudimentary  head  provided  with  a  pair  of  dark-coloured 
chitinous  mouth-hooks.  The  maggots  of  different  species  are  often 
extremely  alike,  and  practically  the  only  way  of  distinguishing  them  is 
by  slight  variations  in  the  structure  of  the  spiracles.  The  pupae  are 
cylindrical,  rounded  at  both  ends,  and  chestnut  brown  in  colour,  and 
the  larvae  nearly  always  pupate  in  the  earth,  generally  one  or  two  inches 
below  the  surface,  sometimes  travelling  some  little  distance  before  they 
bury  themselves.  A  few  are  found  in  wounds,  and  the  larvae  of 
Pycnosoma  (PI.  LXIX,  fig.  2)  appear  not  infrequently  to  cause  Myiasis 
by  their  presence  in  the  nostrils  of  human  beings  and  camels.  With 
these  exceptions,  however,  the  larvae  are  distinctly  beneficial  as 
scavengers.  The  fly  figured  on  PI.  LXIX,  fig.  4  ( Ochromyia ),  is  of  some 
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interest  as  being  closely  related  to  an  African  Muscoid  ( Auchmeromyia ) 
whose  larva  has  the  unique  habit  of  sucking  human  blood.  The  larva 
of  Ochromyia  has  not  yet  been  discovered,  but  the  adult  fly  is  recorded 
as  having  been  observed  to  prey  upon  swarming  termites,  catching 
them  on  the  wing,  while  we  have  more  than  once  seen  them  commit 
highway  robbery  on  ants  :  three  or  four  Ochromyias  will  sit  near  a  nest 
watching  an  ant-path  along  which  the  ants  are  passing  to  and  fro  : 
when  one  passes  carrying  a  tender  nymphal  ant  or  pupa  in  its  jaws  an 
Ochromyia  will  pounce  down  and  try  to  pull  the  nymph  away,  being 
generally  but  not  always  successful,  and  will  then  carry  it  off  to  a 
neighbouring  twig  or  leaf  where  it  can  be  sucked  at  leisure.  The 
house-flies  of  India  include  the  cosmopolitan  Musca  domestica ,  Linn., 


and  M.  corvina ,  Fab.,  and  another  species  which  is  common  maybe 
M.  determinata,  Wlk.  They  breed  in  decaying  refuse  of  all  sorts,  especially 
in  dung,  and  it  will  often  be  found  that  plagues  of  flies  are  due  to  the 
near  presence  of  stables  and  cease  as  soon  as  measures  are  taken  either 
to  remove  the  stable  refuse  daily,  or  to  protect  it  from  flies  with  a 
layer  of  lime,  by  copiously  sprinkling  it  every  day  with  crude-oil 
emulsion,  or  a  solution  of  Cyllin  (Shipley),  or  by  keeping  it  thoroughly 
soaked  with  water,  or  in  fly-proof  bins  or  pits.  The  heaps  of  decaying 
vegetable  stuff  near  the  bungalow,  so  often  seen  on  indigo-planters’ 
estates,  are  one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  plagues  of  flies  from  which 
they  periodically  suffer,  and  here  Stomoxys  often  breeds  freely. 

The  student  should  consult  Hewitt  (Q.  J.  M.  S.  1907  and  1908 
"On  the  structure  development  and  bionomics  of  the  House-fly”) 
where  he  will  find  further  references  to  literature. 
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To  avoid  having  the  house  and  kitchen  infested  with  flies  is  a  matter 
of  importance  to  health,  since  the  insects  carry  on  their  feet  and  other 
parts  of  the  body  traces  of  the  filthy  matter  on  which  they  are  accustomed 
to  sit  and  suck,  and  are  liable  to  infect  our  food  and  milk  with  the  germs  of 
stomach- diseases  derived  from  this  filth.  Kitchens  should  be  kept 
very  clean,  and  no  refuse  of  any  kind  allowed  to  lie  about  in  the  kitchen 
or  near  it.  All  food  when  not  in  use  should  be  kept  in  close-shutting 
wire  meat-safes,  or  at  least  so  covered  that  no  flies  can  get  at  it. 
Particular  care  should  be  taken  in  the  safe  disposal  of  night-soil. 

The  blue-bottles  of  India  belong  chiefly  to  the  genera  Lucilia ,  Pyc- 
nosoma,  Thelychceta,  and  Pyrellia,  while  the  common  English  Calliphora 
erythrocephala,  Mg.,  occurs  in  the  hills,  but  not  in  the  plains.  They  are 
much  less  common  in  houses  than  are  the  house-flies  of  the  genus  Musca, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  their  larvae  live  only  in  decaying  flesh  or 
other  animal  matter.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  quickly-perishable 
nature  of  this  food  that  so  many  of  the  blue-bottles  lay  such  a  large 
number  of  eggs  as  compared  with  the  house-flies.  The  fly  shown  on 
PI.  LXIX,  fig.  5,  as  Idia,  illustrates  a  distinct  type  of  Muscid  with 
a  prominent  face  and  proboscis.  Species  of  Idia  or  Rhynchomyia  are 
not  uncommon  on  flowers  and  may  be  recognised  easily  by  their 
peculiar  dull  metallic  look,  quite  unlike  that  of  most  M uscidce.  The 
larvae  are  said  to  be  parasitic  on  other  insects. 

There  remain  the  important  group  of  blood-sucking  Muscidce. 
There  is  no  easily  recognisable  character  which  will  separate  them  from 
many  other  flies  of  similar  general  appearances  ;  the  best  character  is 
that  they  suck  blood.  The  importance  of  obtaining  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  distribution  and  habits  of  these  blood-sucking  Muscidce  is,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  stock- owner  and  breeder,  very  considerable, 
since  it  is  extremely  probable  that  these  flies,  together  with  some  of  the 
Tabanidce,  are  able  to  carry  from  one  animal  to  another,  the  parasite 
which  causes  the  very  serious  disease  known  as  “  Surra  ”  (Trypanoso¬ 
miasis).  This  parasite  is  extremely  minute,  quite  invisible  unless 
looked  at  through  a  microscope,  and  when  seen  alive  in  the  blood  of  the 
diseased  animal  it  has  rather  the  appearance  of  a  wriggling  eel  with  a 
somewhat  flattened  body.  An  almost  exactly  similar  parasite  is  the 
cause  of  the  generally  fatal  human  disease  in  Africa  called  “  Sleeping- 
sickness,”  and  this  latter  parasite  is  carried  from  man  to  man  in  the 
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proboscis  of  Glossina,  an  African  blood-sucking  Muscid.  In  both  sleeping- 
sickness  and  Surra  the  parasite  is  conveyed  much  in  the  same  way  as 
the  malaria  parasite  is  conveyed  by  mosquitos,  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  parasites  ( ‘  ‘  trypanosomes  ”)  of  sleeping-sickness  and  surra  do 
not,  it  has  been  thought,  multiply  in  the  body  of  the  fly,  but  are  simply 
carried  in  the  insect’s  proboscis.  Kecent  work  on  sleeping  sickness  tends 
to  prove,  however,  that  a  developmental  cycle  is  undergone  by  the 
parasites  in  the  tsetse  fly  (Glossina). 

All  the  Indian  blood-sucking  Muscidce  are  similar  to  house-flies  in 
size  and  general  appearance,  except  that  Lyperosia  is  a  good  deal 
smaller.  The  commonest  species  is  Stomoxys  calcitrans ,  Linn.  (PL  LXIX, 
fig.  3).  S.  indica  is  not  uncommon,  and  two  or  three  other  species 
of  Stomoxys  may  also  occur.  The  two  common  species  of  Lyperosia  (L. 
exigua ,  de  Meij.,  and  a  smaller  one  L.  minuta,  Bezzi)  are  abundant  in 
certain  localities  but  are  rarely  seen  in  others.  Hcematobia  ( H .  irri- 
tans  and  one  or  two  other  species)  is  less  common.  There  remain  two 
or  three  species  belonging  to  new  genera  recently  described,*  which 
are  interesting  as  including  one  fly  which  is  intermediate  between  the 
above-mentioned  species  and  the  ordinary  house-flies,  especially  in 
wing- venation  and  the  structure  of  the  proboscis,  which  are  the  points 
in  which  the  biting  Muscidce  usually  differ  from  the  non-biting.  For 
convenience  of  reference  we  have  included  a  plate  of  rough  drawings  of 
the  chief  types  of  Indian  blood-sucking  insects,  and  division  C  on  the 
plate  shows  the  head  and  wing  of  Lyperosia ,  Stomoxys ,  Hcematobia, 
Pliilcematomyia,  and  Musca  the  house-fly.  Examination  of  the  plate 
will  show  that  the  first  posterior  cell  is  nearly  closed  in  Musca  and 
Pliilcematomyia  but  quite  open  in  the  others,  while  the  proboscis,  long  in 
Lyperosia,  Stomoxys,  and  Hcematobia,  is  in  Pliilcematomyia  more  nearly 
equal  in  length  to  that  of  the  house-fly,  though  it  is  very  stout  and 
strongly  chitinized.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  biting  this  chitinized  por¬ 
tion  is  not  as  in  Stomoxys  inserted  into  the  wound,  but  remains  outside 
like  the  labium  of  Culicidce,  the  actual  puncture  being  made  by  an 
inner  eversible  portion  which  is  armed  at  the  end  with  a  ring  of  stout 
hooks.  This  eversible  portion  is  roughly  indicated  in  the  illustration. 


*  Pliilcematomyia  vnsignis,  Austen  Ami.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  Mar.  1909,  the  only  species 
known  at  present.  Fairly  common  and  widely  distributed.  BdeJolarynx  sang  t  c 


Austen  1.  c.  the  only  species  known.  Not  common. 
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All  these  flies  except  Stomoxys  breed  in  dung,  and  details  of  some  of 
the  life-histories  may  be  found  in  Bulletin  No.  7  of  the  Agricultural 
Department.  Further  information  will  be  found  in  a  future  publication. 
The  genera  are  separated  as  follows  ;  the  new  ones  alluded  to  above 
may  be  recognised  by  being  found  biting  cattle  and  by  the  stout  dark 
brown  and  polished  proboscis. 

1st  posterior  cell  open- 

fa)  Proboscis  long,  much  longer  than  the  palpi, 

which  are  short  and  slender  .  .  . .  Stomoxys. 

(b)  Palpi  broad  at  the  tip,  much  longer  than  in 

Stomoxys ,  but  not  as  long  as  the  proboscis  .  .  H cema' obia  and 

one  new  related 
genus,  Bdellol- 
arynx. 

(c)  Palpi  as  long  as  the  proboscis  for  which  they 
form  a  sheath.  The  flies  a  good  deal  smaller 

than  Stomoxys  or  Hcematobia  . .  . .  Lyperosia. 

1st  posterior  cell  much  narrowed  or  closed, 

proboscis  short  and  stout  .  .  . .  Pkilcematomyia. 

Reference  to  literature  on  the  subject  of  the  relation  of  muscid  flies 
to  disease  cannot  be  given  here,  since  the  papers  are  so  numerous  and 
scattered.  An  excellent  summary  of  the  whole  subject  up  to  1899  is 
given  by  Nuttall,  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Reports,  Yol.  VIII.  44  The 
role  of  insects,  etc.,  in  the  spread  of  diseases  ”  L.  0.  Howard’s  44  Study 
of  the  fauna  of  Human  excrement  ”  Proc.  Wash.  Acad.  Sci.  1900  gives 
much  information  as  to  possible  food-infecting  American  species ;  while 
for  the  rest  the  writings  of  Austen,  Bezzi,  Bruce,  Hewitt,  Newstead, 
Nuttall,  Shipley  and  others  in  various  scientific,  medical,  and  veterinary 
journals  should  be  consulted.  The  Reports  of  the  Sleeping-sickness 
Commission  and  Austen’s  “Monograph of  the  Tse-tse  Flies  ’ ’  give  a  large 
mass  of  information  relating  to  the  African  Glossina,  while  Neumann’s 
44  Animal  Parasites  ”  contains  an  excellent  general  account  of  the 
Dipterous  and  other  pests  of  cattle  and  horses. 
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Sarcophagid^. 

Rather  large  usually  grey  and  black  flies.  Antennal  arista  bare  at  the 
end ,  plumose  on  the  basal  half .  Male  eyes  not  markedly  nearer  than 
in  the  female.  Squamce  generally  large.  Abdomen  of  four  visible 
segments ,  not  noticeably  bristly  on  the  upper  basal  portion.  1st  posterior 
cell  much  narrowed  or  closed.  Male  genital  organs  often  noticeable  as  a 
rounded  projection  under  the  tail.  Tarsi  rather  large. 

These  flies  are  common  all  over  India,  and  as  a  rule  easily  to  be  re¬ 
cognised  by  their  red  eyes  and  by  their  having  the  thorax  grey  striped 
longitudinally  with  black,  and  the  abdomen 
with  a  checquered  “  shot”  pattern  of  dark 
and  light  grey.  They  are  often  known  as 
“  Flesh-flies  ”  getting  the  name  from  the 
fact  that  they  will  readily  lay  their  eggs  in 
meat,  especially  if  it  has  begun  to  go  bad. 

The  larvae  are  maggots  in  which  the  seg¬ 
ments  are  fairly  distinct,  each  being  marked 
by  a  band  of  minute  spiny  bristles.  The 
posterior  stigmata  lie  at  the  bottom  of  a  cup¬ 
shaped  depression  at  the  hind  end  of  the 
body  (fig.  424).  The  eggs  are  white,  some¬ 
times  slightly  curved,  but  in  at  least  several 
species  larvae  are  usually  deposited  instead 
of  eggs,  the  latter  having  hatched  within 
the  body  of  the  parent  fly.  This  habit 
obviously  ensures  that  the  larva  shall  at  once 
have  access  to  the  food-supply  in  the  midst 
of  which  it  is  placed,  and  it  has  been  observed 
to  occur  in  species  of  Sarcophagidce  which 
have  been  identified  as  causing  Myiasis  in 
man,  the  larvae  being  deposited  in  open 
wounds,  ulcers,  or  in  the  nostrils,  where  they  Fig.  424-Larva  of  a  SARCO¬ 
teed  and  burrow  into  the  tissues,  often  Potatoes  x8. 

causing  much  pain  and  frequently  death 

from  blood-poisoning.  If  wounds  are  dressed  with  carbolic  prepara¬ 
tions,  tar,  or  other  strong-smelling  substances  the  flies  will  not  deposit 
eggs  or  larvae  therein.  If  larvae  are  found  in  a  wound  they  should  be 
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PLATE  LXVIIL— Taohihims. 

Fig.  1.  Demoticus  strigipennis. 

L“:}Head' 

,,  2.  Miltogramma  l'2-punctata . 

,,  2a.  } 

:  2jHead- 

,,  3.  Calodexia  lasiocampce. 

”  S}Head- 

,,  4.  Masicera  subnigra. 

,,  4 a.  '» 

The  figures  on  this  plate  are  accurately  copied  from  water-colour  draw 
ings  made  by  the  late  F.  M.  Van  der  Wulp. 
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carefully  and  completely  removed,  and  the  place  very  thoroughly 
washed  out  with  carbolic  acid  or  other  antiseptic  solution.  The  remov¬ 
al  of  the  larvae  is  made  much  easier  by  holding  over  the  wound  for 
a  short  time  a  rag  wetted  with  chloroform  or  spirits  of  turpentine. 
Simple  application  of  carbolic  acid,  or  even  corrosive  sublimate  solution, 
will  not  necessarily  kill  the  maggots,  as  like  most  Muscoid  larvae 
they  are  extremely  tenacious  of  life.  The  puparium  is  of  the  usual  rounded 
cylinder  type,  with  well-marked  posterior  stigmata.  The  length  of  the 
life-history  of  the  Indian  species  appears  to  vary  a  good  deal,  being  quite 
short  (two  to  three  weeks)  in  the  flesh-eaters  and  longer  in 
the  parasitic  forms  ;  the  flies  can  frequently  be  found  breeding  in  the 
decaying  bodies  of  animals,  sometimes  in  great  numbers,  together  with 
various  species  of  Muscidce,  the  “blue-bottles”  and  “blow-flies.” 

Although  the  flesh-flies  are  so  abundant,  the  known  Indian  species 
nearly  all  belong  to  one  genus  Sarcophaga.  Van  der  Wulp  lists  Cyno- 
myia  quadrivittata,  Macq.,  from  “  E.  India,”  and  the  British  Museum 
has  a  representative  of  the  genus  Agria  from  Karachi.  About  eight 
species  of  Sarcophaga  appear  to  be  known  from  this  country,  and  one 
of  the  commonest,  S.  lineatocollis ,  Macq.,  is  shown  on  PI.  LXIX,  fig.  I  . 


Tachinim;. 

Body  usually  very  bristly .  Arista  hare  along  its  whole  length.  Proboscis 
occasionally  long.  Larvae  parasitic ,  adults  flower-flies. 

The  Tachinidce  of  all  insects  are  among  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
agriculturist.  This  is  owing  to  their  being  apparently  all  parasites  on 

other  insects,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
were  they  absent  the  damage  caused  by 
insect  pests,  especially  Lepidoptera,  would 
be  considerably  larger  than  it  is.  Though 
Hymenoptera,  and  occasionally  Orthoptera 
and  other  orders,  are  attacked,  the  flies  as 
a  rule  lay  their  eggs  on  the  bodies  of  cater¬ 
pillars,  generally  near  the  head  end.  When 
the  eggs  hatch  the  young  larvae  bore  through 
the  skin  into  the  caterpillar’s  body  and  con¬ 
sume  its  internal  organs ;  they  are  thick,  fat 
and  rounded,  with  small  anterior  and  large 
posterior  spiracles,  the  segments  of  the  body 


Fig.  425 -Larva  of  a  Para¬ 
sitic  Tachinid  x  8. 
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rather  indistinct.  Sometimes  the  caterpillar  dies  under  this  treatment 
before  it  can  pupate,  but  very  often  the  pupal  stage  is  reached.  The 
Tachinid  larva  when  full  fed  generally  leaves  the  body  of  its  host  (which 
then  always  dies)  and  pupates  in  some  sheltered  spot,  usually  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Most  of  the  Sarcophagidce  and 
Muscidce  also  habitually  pupate  one  or  two  inches  deep  in  the  earth  near 
the  place  where  their  larval  stages  were  passed  through.  Unlike  most  of 
the  parasitic  Hymenoptera ,  Tachinidce  do  not  seem  necessarily  to  confine 
themselves  to  particular  hosts,  and  one  species  of  Tachinid  may  lay  eggs 
on  caterpillars  of  several  different  species  indiscriminately.  They  also 
not  infrequently  make  the  mistake  of  laying  eggs  on  a  caterpillar  which 
is  already  attacked,  and  in  such  cases  many  of  the  larvae  must  necessarily 
be  starved,  since  the  caterpillar  can  provide  food  only  for  a  limited 
number  :  similarly  in  the  nests  of  Hymenoptera  which  store  spiders, 
too  many  Tachinid  larvae  are  sometimes  found,  the  supply  of  spiders, 
being  insufficient  for  all,  so  that  some  die  or  are  eaten  by  their  fellows. 
Again,  eggs  are  sometimes  laid  just  before  a  moult,  and  if  the  cater¬ 
pillar  can  cast  its  skin  before  the  Tachinid  larvae  hatch  it  will  of  course 
escape  and  the  larvae  will  die.  Among  the  parasitic  Hymenoptera 
such  mistakes  and  irregularities  as  these  are  very  rare,  the  life  of  the 
parasite  being  generally  arranged  so  as  exactly  to  correspond  to,  and 
as  it  were  fit  into  the  weak  places  in,  the  life-history  and  habits  of  its 
host.  As  has  been  said  already,  it  is  possible  that  the  Calyptrates  are  a 
group  of  comparatively  recent  development,  and  it  may  be  that  their 
imperfect  adaptation  to  a  parasitic  mode  of  life  is  due  to  their  having 
taken  up  this  mode  of  life  comparatively  lately,  their  habits  and 
instincts  having  not  yet  reached  that  precise  adjustment  which  has  been 
attained  by  many  parasitic  Hymenoptera. 

A  recent  very  interesting  paper  by  Townsend  (U.  S.  Agric.  Dept. 
“  Record  of  rearing  Tachinidce  ”)  contains  much  new  information  on  the 
varieties  of  oviposition  and  “  larviposition  among  Tachinids,  and 
reveals  considerable  diversity  among  different  species.  He  has  made 
the  curious  discovery  that  certain  American  Tachinids  do  not  lay  their 
eggs  on  the  caterpillars,  but  on  the  leaves,  so  that  they  are  eaten  by  the 
caterpillar  and  hatch  in  its  stomach,  a  method  very  similar  in  essentials 
to  that  followed  by  Gastrophilus  among  (Estridce . 


(ESTRlMJ. 
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As  already  mentioned  the  classification  of  Tachinids  is  still  in  the 
making.  The  Indian  species  have  not  yet  been  seriously  studied,  and 
except  for  van  der  Wulp’s  catalogue,  which  gives  references  to  previous 
work,  there  is  no  special  literature  to  which  reference  can  be  made.  The 
student  of  the  Calyptrates  will  find  a  standard  work  in  Brauer  and 
Bergenstamm’s  44  Die  Zweiflugler  des  kaiserlichen  Museums  in  Wien  ” 
Parts  I — IV,  but  he  may  experience  some  difficulty  in  using  it.  A  good 
deal  of  useful  information  will  be  found  in  Townsend’s  44  Taxonomy  of 
the  Muscoidean  Flies”  (Smithsonian  miscellaneous  collections, 
Washington  1908).  As  to  the  number  of  species  of  India,  it  will  certainly 
proveto  be  very  large.  Van  der  Wulp  records  between  forty  and  fifty, 
but  a  large  proportion  of  these  will  be  placed  in  different  genera  when 
the  revision  of  the  family  is  undertaken.  The  best  known  are  two  para¬ 
sites  of  the  silk-worm,  Crossocosmia  sericarice ,  Bond.,  and  Tricolyga  bom- 
bycis ,  Bech.,  of  which  an  account  will  be  found  in  I.  M.  Notes.  Milto- 
gramma  duodecimpunctata,  V.d.YV.,  is  there  recorded  as  being  a  parasite  of 
the  locust  Acridium  peregrinum,  Oliv.,  but  it  seems  to  be  so  rarely  found 
in  this  connection  as  to  be  quite  inefficient  as  a  check.  PI.  LXVIII 
gives  a  good  idea  of  the  general  appearance  of  typical  members  of  the 
family. 

(ESTRIDJE. 

Rather  large  flies ,  sometimes  furry  and  having  a  slight  resemblance  to  bees. 
The  mouth-parts  small  or  rudimentary  ;  antennae  short  and  incon¬ 
spicuous.  Wings  sometimes  clouded ,  venation  generally  similar  to 
Muscidce.  Ovipositor  sometimes  large.  Squamce  usually  large. 

This  family  is  of  one  of  considerable  importance,  for  its  members 
are  all  parasites  in  the  larval  stage  on  warm-blooded  animals,  and 
include  the  44  Bot-flies  ”  whose  larvse  live  generally  in  the  stomach,  and 
the  44  Warble  flies  ”  whose  larvae  are  usually  found  under  the  skin, 
where  they  cause  swellings  known  as  “Warbles.”  Miss  Ormerod 
(Ind.  Mus.  Notes)  estimated  that  no  less  than  48%  of  the  hides  exported 
from  India  were  damaged  owing  to  the  holes  caused  by  these  larvae. 
The  eggs  of  nearly  all  (Estrids  are  probably  laid  on  the  skin  of  the 
animals  attacked,  which  may  be  horses,  cattle  of  all  kinds,  donkeys, 
sheep,  camel,  and  a  variety  of  wild  animals.  The  eggs  themselves  are 
usually  provided  with  a  curious  clasp  at  one  end  which  anchors  them  to 
the  hair  on  which  they  are  laid  ;  those  shown  in  fig.  426  were  taken  from 
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the  fore-legs  of  a  horse,  the  position  where  they  are  usually  found.  The 
animal  is  supposed  to  lick  off  the  eggs  when  hatched,  owing  to  the  irri- 


Fig.  426— Eggs  of  Gastrophilus  equi 

ATTACHED  TO  HORSE’S  HaIKS. 

(  X  ABOUT  10.) 


Fig.  427— G  ASTRO!  HILUS 
Larva. 

( After  Bait.) 


EQUI 


tation  caused  by  the  young  larvae,  which  are  thus  carried  into  the  throat 
and  stomach.  They  may  remain  in  the  stomach  until  ready  to  pupate, 
when  they  are  passed  out  with  the  faeces  ( Gastrophilus ),  or  may  in  the 


Fig.  428— CEstrus  ovis  Larva  Fig.  429— A.  Empty  Puparium  of  CEstrus  ovis. 
( After  Bau.)  B.  Posterior  end  of  same,  (x  3.) 


(ESTRIPiE. 


653 


course  of  months  gradually  work  their  way  outwards  to  the  back,  where 
they  perforate  the  skin,  moult  and  become  spiny,  causing  a  sore  swelling 
in  which  they  live  until  ready  to  pupate,  when  they  work  their  way  out 
by  means  of  their  spines  and  fall  to  the  ground,  the  fly  emerging  from 
the  pupa  in  three  or  four  weeks  ( Hypoderma ).  The  best-known  species 
in  India  is  CEstrus  ovis  (PL  LXIX,  fig.  6),  which  lives  in  the  noses  of 
sheep,  and  is  sneezed  out  when  ready  for  pupation.  Fig.  425  shows  the 
empty  pupa-case.  Mr.  Middleton  has  sent  us  larvse  of  Cephalomyia 
maculata,  Wied.,  which  he  found  living  in  a  similar  way  in  the  nostrils 
of  camels  (fig.  430).  The  life-histories  of  the  family,  as  a  whole,  are 
very  incompletely  known  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  observing  the  stages 
in  the  living  animal,  and  the  habits  of  the  flies  themselves  are  hardly 
known  at  all.  The  family  is  by  no  means  uniformly  disturbed  over 
India  ;  we  have  no  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  things  in  Southern 
India,  but,  excluding  Madras  and  the  west  coast,  it  seems  probable 
that  Hypoderma ,  the  common  European  genus,  is  confined  to  Western 
India,  from  the  Punjab  southwards  probably  as  far  as  Gujerat.  Mr.  D. 
Quinlan  (Superintendent,  C.  V.  D.,  Bengal)  informs  us  that  he  has  rarely 
or  never  seen  warbles  in  Bengal  cattle  except  in  the  hills,  and  this  agrees 
with  our  own  experience.  CEstrus  is,  however,  not  uncommon  in  Bengal, 
and  Gastrophilus  also  occurs  in  certain  districts.  It  is  a  large  yellow 
rather  bee-like  fly  with  clouded  wings  and  a  large  and  complex  ovipositor, 
The  preventives  usually  tried  are  strong-smelling  washes,  tar  or  grease, 
applied  to  the  skin  of  the  cattle  with  the  object  of  deterring  the  flies 
from  laying  their  eggs,  or  greasy  and  other  dressings  applied  to  the 
swelling  on  the  back.  Neither  method  appears  to  be  entirely  effective 
(Carpenter  and  Steen,  J.,  Agric.  Dept.,  Ireland,  Vol.  VIII)  and  lancing 
or  squeezing  out  the  larvae  as  soon  as  they  are  nearly  mature  seems  the 
only  thing  to  do  in  the  present  absence  of  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
flies  :  the  wound  should  then  be  dressed  with  crude  oil  emulsion  to  deter 
Muscids  or  Sarcophagids  from  depositing  their  eggs  or  maggots  on  the 
raw  surface.  A  very  good  summary  of  what  is  known  of  the  habits  is 
given  by  Imms.  (J.  Econ.  Biology,  Vol.  I).  A  general  account  of  the 
family  is  given  by  Dr.  Bau  (Gen.  Insectorum,  CEstridce)  who  lists  four 
species  from  India.  These  are  Cohboldia  elephantis ,  Cobb.,  in  the  stomach 
of  the  Indian  elephant  ;  Gastrophilus  equi ,  Fab.,  in  the  stomach  of  the 
horse  (G.  pecorum ,  Fab.,  from  Deesa  is  in  the  British  museum  collection)  ; 
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CEstrus  Ovis,  Linn.,  in  the  nasal  cavities  of  the  sheep;  Hypoderma  bovis, 
De  Geer,  under  the  skin  of  cattle.  Cephalomyia  maculata,  Wied.,  also 
occurs  as  mentioned  above,  and  Microcephalus  przewalskyi,  Ptch.,  has 
been  taken  in  Sikkim  (Brit.  Mus.  Coll.). 


Fig-.  430— Larva  of  Cephalomyia 
MACULATA  X  2. 

{After  Ban.) 


Fig.  431  —  COBBOLDIA  ELEEHANTJS. 
Larva. 

( After  Ban.) 


PUPIPARA. 

Hippoboscid^e. 

Flattened  leathery -looking  parasitic  flies,  sometimes  wingless.  Proboscis 
short  protected  by  the  palpi ;  head  small,  without  distinctly  seen  neck. 
Legs  strong  with  powerful  claws,  antennas  very  small  &  inconspicuous. 

These  “  kuku-macchi  ’’  “  cattle-flies,”  skaters,”  “  dog-flies  ” 

must  be  familiar  to  every  one  in  India,  since  they  are  common  in 
many  districts  on  cattle  and  dogs.  To  dogs,  especially  those  of 
European  breeds,  they  seem  to  cause  much  discomfort,  and  even  the 
knowledge  that  a  Hippoboscid  is  flying  in  its  vicinity  will  often  render  a 
dog  obviously  restless  and  uneasy  in  its  mind.  On  cattle  they  are  often 
to  be  seen  in  crowds,  but  the  native  breeds  do  not  seem  as  much  affected 
by  their  attacks  as  might  be  expected  from  the  number  of  the  flies  (very 
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often  twenty  or  more  on  one  animal).  The  life-history  of  these  flies  is 
of  a  curious  and  interesting  type.  We  have  seen  that  certain  Calyptrate 

Muscoids  ( Sarcophagidce  and 
Tachinidce)  often  retain  the 
eggs  within  the  body  until 
after  they  have  developed 
into  larvae,  and  that  they 
are  thus  “  viviparous,”  i.e ., 
produce  their  young  alive. 
These  larvae  at  once  begin 
to  feed,  and  when  full- 
grown  they  pupate.  The 
Hippohoscidce  and  probably 
all  other  Pupipara  carry 
the  process  still  further,  their 
larva  remaining  inside  the  present  fly’s  body  until  ready  to  pupate, 
when  they  are  deposited.  The  puparia,  found  lying  generally  on  hard 
dry  surfaces  (floors,  stone  window-sills,  shelves,  etc.),  are  dark  mahogany 
brown  in  colour,  round  and  polished,  with  a  black  cap  at  one  end,  and 
look  very  much  like  round  smooth  seeds  about  half  as  big  as  a  pea. 
When  first  laid  they  are  nearly  white  (fig.  432).  It  is  thus  obvious  that 
in  Hippohoscidce  the  usual  conditions  found  among  Diptera  regarding 
the  taking  of  food  are  reversed.  As  a  rule  it  is  the  larva  which  does 
most  of  the  feeding  required  for  the  insect’s  development,  and  this  is 
true  even  in  families  such  as  Asilidce,  in  which  the  adults  are  predaceous, 
and  in  the  blood-sucking  Culicidce,  Psychodidce ,  Simuliidce,  and  Tahanidce. 
The  same  rule  applies  to  the  Indian  species  of  blood-sucking  Muscidce , 
but  the  African  Tsetse-fly  retains  the  larvae  until  ready  to  pupate,  in  the 
same  way  as  Hippohoscidce ,  and  it  is  evident  that  this  abbreviated  life- 
history.,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  adult  fly  is  able  by  sucking  blood  to 
supply  enough  nutriment  to  carry  on  the  life  of  the  larva  as  well  as  its 
own.  In  accordance  with  this,  since  the  fly  can  only  absorb  a  limited 
quantity  of  blood,  we  find  that  reproduction  in  Hippohoscidce  (and  in  the 
Tsetse-fly)  is  slow,  only  one  larva  being  produced  at  a  time,  but  the 
slowness  of  the  process  is  to  a  great  extent  compensated  by  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  young  from  all  the  dangers  of  larval  life  ;  that  this  protection 
is  effective  we  see  from  the  abundance  of  the  flies.  The  shortening  of 


Fig.  432— Puparia  of  Hippobosca. 

The  one  on  the  left  is  new  laid,  that  in  the  middle  is 
six  hours  old,  and  the  one  on  the  right  a  week 
old,  and  dark  brown  in  colour,  x  4. 
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the  life-history  in  the  Sarcophagids  and  Tachinids  has  probably  arisen 
for  a  rather  different  reason.  Not  only  is  it  an  advantage  from  the  fact 
that  the  shorter  the  helpless  period  in  the  egg  the  less  chance  there  is  of 
destruction,  but  a  short  egg-period  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  such 
larvse  as  live  in  dead  flesh  and  similar  substances,  owing  to  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  food  on  which  they  depend  may  entirely  decompose  or 
get  completely  dried  up  by  the  sun.  Sarcophagids  will  often  lay  at 
least  forty  or  fifty  young  larvae  on  one  piece  of  meat,  the  main  object 
evidently  being  to  make  certain  that  at  any  rate  some  of  these  shall  get 
food  at  once  and  be  able  to  make  the  best  of  their  opportunity  before  the 
supply  dries  up  or  becomes  otherwise  unavailable.  A  number  of  articles 
on  Hippoboscidce  by  Dr.  Speiser  in  the  last  year  or  two  of  the  ‘  ‘  Zeits- 
chrift  f Ur  wissen-schaftliche  Insektenbiologie  ’ ?  give  a  large  amount  of 
information  about  the  family.  He  recognises  five  sub-families,  of  which 
four  occurring  in  India  are  distinguished  as  follows  : — the  commonest 
Indian  species  ar e  Hippobosca  maculata,  Lch.,  and  its  variety  sivce,  Big., 
on  cattle,  and  H.  capensis,  Olf.,  on  dogs  (Hippoboscince)  with  Lynchia 
exornata,  Sp.,  on  pigeons  ( Olfersiince ). 

Ocelli,  and  anal  cell  absent.  Wings  well  developed. 

(1)  Pronotum  invisible  from  above  .  .  . .  Olfersiince. 

(2)  Pronotum  visible  from  above  as  a  coloured 

projecting  ring  .  .  . .  .  .  Hippoboscince . 

Ocelli  present  or  absent.  Wings  either  very  weak 
or  practically  absent  . .  .  .  . .  Lipoptenince. 

Ocelli  present  or  absent.  The  wings  developed  or 
reduced,  the  former  usually  with  an  anal  cell. 

Those  with  an  anal  cell  possess  ocelli ;  others  have 

no  distinct  venation  . .  . .  . .  Ornithomyiince. 

NYCTERIBIIDiE. 

Wingless  flies ,  with  very  small  head  bent  back  over  the  thorax  when 
at  rest.  Legs  long.  General  appearance  spider-like. 

The  Nycteribiidce  are  entirely  parasitic,  and  are  most  remarkably 
modified  in  structure.  They  are  found  on  bats,  and  cling  to  the  skin  or 
fur  of  their  hosts.  Their  position  is  however  the  reverse  of  the  usual  one, 
since  when  thus  clinging  they  have  the  back  next  to  the  body  of  the  host 
and  their  ventral  surface  outward.  To  fit  this  attitude  the  head  is  bent 
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PLATE 

LXIX. — Sarcophagim,  Muscimi, 

CEstrid^e  AND 

PlJPIPARA. 

Fig.  1. 

Sarcophaga  lineatocollis , 

(Sarcophagidae). 

x  3. 

„  2. 

Pycnosoma  Jlaviceps , 

(Muscidse). 

x  3. 

»  3. 

Stomoxys  calcitrans , 

x  3. 

„  4. 

Ochromyia  jejuna, 

»> 

x  3. 

„  5. 

Idici  ( Rhynchomyia  ?)  sp. 

>> 

x  3. 

..  6. 

CEstrus  ovis, 

((Estridse). 

x  3. 

»  7. 

Hippobosca  macula ta, 

(Hippoboscidae). 

x  3. 

„  8. 

Cyclopodia  hopei, 

(Nycteribiidae). 

x  3. 

SIPHONAPTERA. 
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back  so  much  that  it  appears  to  spring  from  the  dorsal  part  of  the  thorax, 
while  the  legs  with  their  big  claws  also  have  their  position  somewhat 
modified  in  accordance  with  this  curious  habit.  PL  LXIX,  fig.  8,  repre¬ 
sents  Cyclopodia  hopei,  Wstw.  (  = Sykesi ),  taken  from  a  “  flying-fox  ”  at 
Pusa.  Little  seems  to  be  definitely  known  about  the  life-histories  of  these 

very  remarkable  insects,  but 
what  is  known  indicates  that 
the  development  may  be  of  a 
curious  and  exceptional  nature. 
The  species  recorded  from  India 
are  Raymondia  pagodarum, 
Sp.,  Cyclopodia  hopei,  Wstw., 
and  Polyctenes  lyrce,  Waterh. 


Braulim. 

Minute  wingless  parasites  of 
bees. 


Fig.  433— Braula  ooeca,  the  Ber-louse. 
Highly  Magnified. 

( After  Cowan.) 


The  figures  show  a  ‘  ‘  bee- 
louse  ”  (Braula).  Little  is 
known  about  them  further 
than  that  they  are  found 
clinging  to  the  thorax  of  bees. 
They  are  not  recorded  from 
India. 


SIPHON  APTER  4.  -( Fleas) . 

Small  parasitic  blood-sucking  jumping  insects  with  body  flattened 
from  side  to  side  ;  the  eyes  simple,  not  compound  ;  wings  rudimentary, 
the  skin  horny.  Mouth-parts  well-developed  for  piercing  and  sucking. 
Antennae  concealed  in  grooves. 

The  Fleas  are  usually  looked  on  as  being  Diptera,  although  the 
wings  are  practically  absent  and  the  whole  form  and  structure  of  the 
insects  have  been  profoundly  modified,  presumably  in  accordance  with 
their  parasitic  habits.  Though  the  idea  that  fleas  are  flies  at  first  sight 
appears  to  be  a  little  far-fetched,  the  modification  which  they  have 
undergone  is  after  all  not  much  greater  than  in  the  parasitic  Cyclopodia 
HE  42 
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figured  on  PL  LXIX  or  than  in  certain  parasitic  Phoridce  such  as  Termi- 
toxenia  (fig.  400).  Their  active  habits  and  the  voracity  with  which  they 
suck  blood  are  known  to  most  people,  and  these  characteristics,  together 
with  the  long  strong  hind  legs  and  the  curious  shape  of  the  body,  which 
is  excellently  fitted  for  gliding  easily  among  hair,  fur  or  feathers,  make 
them  unmistakeable.  The  sexes  are  a  good  deal  alike,  but  the  female 
is  larger,  has  a  less  abruptly  tip-tilted  tail,  and  has  not  the  coiled  internal 
horny  attachments  of  the  genital  organs  which  are  present  in  the  male, 
and  which  are  shown  in  all  the  figures  on  PI.  LXXI.  The  eggs  are  laid 
on  floors,  dusty  carpets,  or  dry  earth,  and  hatch  into  slender  larvse  of  a 
more  or  less  dipterous  type,  with  rather  strong  hairs  and  a  biting  mouth 
with  which  they  consume  what  nutritive  matter  they  can  find  among 
the  dirt  in  which  they  live.  When  full  grown  they  spin  a  cocoon  which 
is  usually  coated  with  dust  and  dirt,  and  there  transform  to  a  pupa. 
The  life-history  may  be  easily  observed  by  keeping  females  in  glass 
bottles  with  a  little  loose  dry  dust  and  dirt,  such  as  floor-sweepings,  in 
which  the  larvae  may  live.  Too  much  moisture  is  very  distasteful  to  the 
young  and  adult  stages,  and  they  probably  flourish  best  under  certain  very 
definite  conditions  of  temperature  and  humidity,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
other  insects.  The  larvae  are  killed  almost  immediately  when  wetted. 

The  rat-flea  (Pulex  cheopis ,  Roth.)  is  an  insect  whose  study  has 
become  of  the  first  importance  since  the  work  of  Lamb,  Liston,  and 
others  has  shown  that  its  bite  consti¬ 
tutes  one  of  the  chief  ways,  even  if 
not  the  only  one,  whereby  plague  is 
spread.  The  rat-flea  is  essentially  a 
parasite  of  the  rat,  but  it  does  not 
confine  its  attacks  to  these  animals, 
and  it  will  bite  man,  especially  (but 
not  only)  when  there  are  no  rats  on 
which  it  can  feed.  It  is  well  known 
that  before  plague  attacks  the  men 
of  a  village,  the  rats  of  the  place 
usually  die  of  the  disease.  When  the  • 
rats  die,  it  is  presumed  that  the  rat- 
fleas  leave  their  bodies  and  are  then 
particularly  liable  to  bite  men,  and 


Fig.  434— Pupa  and  Larva  of  Flea 
much  enlarged.  The  figure 
is  a  bad  one. 
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PLATE  LXX. — Blood-sucking  Insects. 


Division  A  contains  those  blood-sucking  Nemocera  whose  antennae  are 
long  and  easily  seen,  Phlebotomus  (Psychodidae),  Cemtopogon  (Chironomidae) 
and  Mosquitos  (Culicidae),  with  rough  sketches  of  the  larva  and  pupa 
of  each.  Phlebotomus  and  Geratopogon  are  about  twice  natural  size,  and 
are  drawn  in  their  usual  resting  attitude. 

Division  B  contains  Simulium ,  and  the  four  main  genera  of  Tabanidae, 
the  latter  showing  the  usual  resting  attitudes,  and  the  larva  and  pupa 
of  the  commonest  genus,  Tabanus . 

Division  C  contains  sketches  of  the  wing  and  head  of  the  main  genera 
of  blood-sucking  Muscidae,  showing  the  relative  lengths  of  proboscis  and 
palpi  and  the  hairing  of  the  arista,  with  the  amount  of  closure  of  the  1st 
Posterior  cell.  (The  unnamed  head  and  wing  are  those  of  Philcematomyia.) 

Division  D  shows  the  puparium  and  imago  of  Hippobosca. 

Division  E.  Flea. 

Division  F.  Hemiptera — young  and  adult  bug  (Cimicidae)  and  two  lice, 
Pediculus  capitis  and  Hcematopinus  urius  (Pediculidae). 
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thus  infect  them  with  the  plague  bacillus  which  the  fleas  have  previously 
sucked  up  with  the  blood  of  the  rats  on  which  they  last  fed.  The  litera¬ 
ture  on  the  subject  of  fleas  and  plague  is  considerable,  and  the  student 
is  referred  to  the  Reports  on  Plague  Investigations  in  India  issued  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  and  published  in  the  “  Journal  of  Hygiene,”  Vols. 
VI  and  VII.  The  classification  of  the  group  is  somewhat  difficult,  as  it  is 
based  largely  on  minute  characters.  C.  F.  Baker’s  “  North  American 
Siphonaptera  ”  and  Jordan  and  Rothschild’s  “  Revision  of  the  Non- 
Comb-eyed  Siphonaptera  ”  (Parasitology,  Vol.  I)  may  be  consulted. 
The  ‘  ‘  Comb  ’  ’  refers  to  a  row  of  stout  spines  round  the  lower  part  of 
the  head  which  is  present  in  certain  species,  as  inP.  felis ,  the  cat  and 
dog  flea.  This  species  is  shown  on  PL  LXXI,  copied  from  the  Plague 
Investigation  Report,  on  which  are  also  shown  Cteno'psylla  musculi,  a 
mouse  and  rat-flea  ;  Pulex  irritans,  the  human  flea ;  Ceratopsyllus 
fasciatus ,  the  European  rat-flea  ;  and  Sarcopsylla  gallinacea,  the  fowl-flea. 


INDIAN  BLOOD  SUCKING  INSECTS. 

As  we  all  know,  India  is  a  country  which  has  its  full  share 
of  those  vermin  which  spend  the  whole  or  part  of  their  lives 
on  the  bodies  of  men  and  other  warm-blooded  animals,  and  also 
of  those  equally  annoying  insects  which  alight  upon  the  body 
of  their  victim  only  when  intent  on  gorging  themselves  with  his 
blood.  Of  common  vermin,  the  Bird-lice  or  Mallophaga  (p.  110),  are  not 
blood-suckers,  though  they  live  as  parasites  on  the  bodies  of  their  hosts  : 
the  blood-sucking  species  of  insects  at  present  known  in  India  may  be 
said  to  belong  exclusively  to  two  Orders,  Diptera  and  Rhynchota.  To 
the  first  of  these  may  be  assigned  the  Fleas,  which  probably  represent  a 
much-specialised  offshoot  from  the  old  Dipterous  stock,  though  they  are 
generally  given  the  rank  of  a  separate  Order  or  Sub-order  (Siphonaptera). 
They  represent  that  section  of  the  Diptera  which  pass  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  adult  life  on  the  host,  though  the  egg,  larval,  and  pupal 
stages  are  usually  gone  through  elsewhere,  in  dusty  and  dirty  places. 
Their  importance  in  connexion  with  plague  is  well  known.  Except  for 
the  fleas,  few  blood-sucking  Diptera  spend  much  time  on  the  body  of  the 
host,  but  the  lives  of  adult  N ycteribiidce  and  Hippoboscidce  afford  an 
interesting  series  of  examples  of  variat’on  in  this  respect.  Some  of 
them,  for  instance  the  one  figured  on  PL  LXIX,  fig.  8,  appear  to  pass  at 
least  most  of  their  lives  on  the  host,  and  most  of  these  species  are 
wingless  or  feeble-winged  :  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  are  the  common 
cattle-flies  ( Hippohosca )  which  have  strong  wings,  are  quick  fliers,  and 
are  always  ready  to  strike  camp  and  leave  the  host  on  whom  they  have 
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settled,  though  remaining  if  comfortable  and  undisturbed.  These  two 
families  exhibit  the  mode  of  reproduction  characteristic  of  the  group 
(Pupipara)  to  which  they  belong  (p.  655),  and  although  little  is  known 
of  their  habits  and  life-histories  it  is  probable  that,  as  is  the  case  with 
all  other  blood-sucking  Diptera,  the  adult  stage  is  the  only  one  which  has 
any  direct  connexion  with  the  host,  while  as  indicated  above  the  close¬ 
ness  of  this  connexion  varies  considerably  within  the  limits  of  the  two 
families,  and  probably  has  influenced  the  reproductive  processes  to  a 
considerable  extent.  After  those  groups,  Siphonaptera  and  Pupipara, 
which  pass  a  considerable  portion  of  their  adult  lives  on  the  host,  we 
come  to  those  Diptera  which  pay  as  a  rule  only  flying  visits  to  their 
victim,  and  take  their  leave  after  a  short  but  hearty  meal  of  blood. 
These  belong  to  six  families,  and  of  these  families  five  are  particularly 
well  represented  in  this  country,  the  sixth  ( Chironomidce )  being  com¬ 
paratively  unimportant.  The  family  which  by  relationship  and  habits 
approaches  most  nearly  to  the  Pupipara  is  the  Muscidce  ;  as  with  the 
Hippoboscidce,  which  practically  never  bite  man,  the  attacks  of  the  Indian 
species  of  Muscidce  are  as  a  general  rule  confined  to  cattle,  but  this  is  by 
no  means  always  the  case,  as  in  some  districts  and  climatic  conditions 
they  (especially  Stomoxys)  will  bite  men  viciously.  Stomoxys  is  the  com¬ 
monest  of  the  Indian  genera,  the  others  being  Lyperosia ,  Hcematobia, 
Philcematomyia  and  Bdellolarynx.  All  the  four  latter  are  found  as  larvae 
in  dung,  but  Stomoxys  breeds  by  preference  in  fermenting  vegetable 
matter,  especially  in  heaps  of  grass  and  fodder,  and  in  the  piles  of 
“  seet  ”  near  indigo- vats,  the  flies  being  often  so  abundant  at  the  period 
of  mahai  as  to  be  a  serious  nuisance.  These  Muscidce  often  remain  for 
a  considerable  time  on  the  cattle,  but  this  is  probably  in  part  because 
they  are  so  frequently  interrupted  in  their  feeding  by  the  movements  of 
the  victim,  and  they  will  persevere  in  the  attack  until  satisfied  with 
blood.  All  the  blood-sucking  Muscidce  have  a  strong  superficial  likeness 
to  many  other  Muscidce  which  do  not  suck  blood,  such  as  the  house-fly, 
and  to  others  which  are  often  found  sucking  blood  from  wounds  but 
which  cannot  pierce  the  skin  for  themselves  :  this  the  five  blood-sucking 
genera  are  of  course  able  to  do,  but  whereas  in  Stomoxys ,  Lyperosia,  and 
Hcematobia  we  find  a  much  modified  and  developed  piercing  proboscis, 
the  mouth-parts  (as  also  the  venation)  in  one  of  the  two  new  genera 
(Philcematomyia)  differ  much  less  conspicuously  from  those  of  the  non¬ 
blood-sucking  Muscidce ,  and  the  genus  represents  a  connecting  link 
between  the  two  groups.  Although  not  blood-suckers,  the  flies  whose 
larvae  live  in  wounds  or  sores  may  be  here  noted  as  also  belonging  at  all 
events  for  the  most  part  to  the  family  Muscidce  :  the  attacks  of  these 
maggots  produce  results  often  of  a  serious  and  revolting  nature,  and 
are  technically  known  under  the  term  ‘ ‘  Myiasis.”  They  attack  both 
men  and  animals. 

To  the  family  Tabanidce  (PL  LXIJ)  belong  a  large  number  of  species 
of  the  well-known  Indian  Horse-flies,  Dans-flies,  gad-flies,  or  “  Clegs. 
The  Siphonaptera ,  Pupipara ,  and  Muscidce  comprise  only  insects  whose 
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PLATE  LXXI.  —  Siphonaptera  Fleas. 


a.  Pulex  cheopis.  <$ 

b.  Pulex  felis, 

c.  Ctenopsyilci  musculi.  <$ 

d.  Pulex  ir r items,  (J 

e.  Ceratcphyllus  fascia tus . 

f.  Sarcopsylla  gallinacca.  £ 

% 

This  plate  is  copied  from  The  Journal  of  Hygiene,  Vol.  VIT,  No.  3 
(Report  on  Plague  Investigations  in  India). 
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immature  stages  are  purely  terrestrial,  but  in  practically  all  species 
belonging  to  the  remaining  families  of  blood-suckers  we  find  semi-aqua- 
tic  or  purely  aquatic  larvae  :  these  families  may  be  arranged  roughly  in 
the  order  Tabanidce  and  Psychodidce  (genus  Phlebotomies),  Chironomidce 
(genus  “  Ceratopogon  ”),  Simuliidce  and  Culicidce. 

The  larvae  and  pupae  of  the  last  two  families  are  purely  aquatic  ;  the 
larvae  of  Tabanidce  and  Phlebotomies  live  in  mud,  slime,  or  wet  earth,  and 
seek  a  comparatively  dry  spot  in  which  to  pupate,  while  the  larvae  of 
Ceratopogon  are  of  two  kinds,  some  living  under  bark  and  in  similar  damp 
shady  places,  while  others  are  purely  aquatic  and  agree  in  this  respect 
with  the  numerous  species  of  non-blood-sucking  Chironomidce.  We  may 
make  a  further  generalization  by  saying  that  in  these  families  with 
aquatic  or  semi-aquatic  larvae  it  is  only  the  female  that  sucks  blood, 
whereas  in  the  purely  terrestrial  families  both  sexes  may  do  so.  None 
of  the  former  group  spend  any  very  appreciable  portion  of  their  lives  on 
the  victim,  whereas  several  of  the  latter  do. 

As  to  the  numerical  ratio  between  blood-sucking  and  non-blood¬ 
sucking  species,  this  varies  in  the  different  families  to  a  considerable 
extent.  Excepting  a  very  few  particular  cases,  we  may  say  that  at  least 
one  sex  of  all  species  of  Siphonaptera,  Pupipara,  Tabanidce,  Simuliidce, 
and  Culicidce  suck  blood,  but  of  the  total  number  of  species  of  Muscidce, 
Psychodidce  and  Chironomidce  only  a  very  small  percentage  have  the 
habit  :  this  paucity  of  species  unfortunately  does  not  mean  that  the 
number  of  individuals  of  these  three  families  is  any  the  less,  for  most  of 
us  have  had  abundant  opportunities  of  observing  the  prevalence  of 
sand-flies  ( Phlebotomus )  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  although  the 
number  of  species  of  this  blood-sucking  genus  probably  does  not  repre¬ 
sent  five  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  harmless  species  in  the  family 
to  which  it  belongs.  The  same  is  true  in  an  even  greater  degree  of  the 
Midges  ( Ceratopogon ,  family  Chironomidce)  and:  of  the  blood-sucking 
Muscidce,  for  they  constitute  only  a  very  small  fraction  of  the  total 
number  of  species  in  their  respective  families. 

As  regards  the  second  Order,  Rhynchota,  which  includes  blood¬ 
sucking  species  among  its  members,  we  find  again  that  these  form  only 
quite  a  small  proportion  of  the  Order  as  a  whole.  Among  the  Lice 
(. Pediculidce )*  are  species  which  pass  their  whole  lives  from  egg  to  adult  on 
the  body  of  the  host,  and  whose  structure  has  evidently  undergone 
great  modification  to  fit  them  for  a  purely  parasitic  existence.  The 
Bugs  (Cimicidce),  though  often  remaining  for  some  considerable  time  on 
the  body  of  the  host  (generally  man),  usually  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives  elsewhere,  and  seek  their  victim  only  when  wanting  blood. 

The  results  of  recent  work  on  the  relations  which  exist  between  the 
life  of  blood-sucking  insects  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  life  of 
man  and  of  those  animals  which  he  breeds  for  his  pleasure  and  profit, 
have  shown  an  unexpectedly  close  connection  between  the  two,  and  of  this 


*  Often  classed  as. a  distinct  order  Anoplura. 
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the  practical  outcome  is  seen  in  the  growing  body  of  knowledge  relating 
to  the  transmission  and  spread  of  disease  among  men  and  cattle.  There 
are  two  ways  in  which  insects  may  carry  the  “  germs  ”  of  disease  from 
one  place  to  another.  They  may  alight  upon  the  excrement  of  diseased 
persons  or  animals,  or  upon  sores  on  the  body  or  on  any  other  infective 
matter,  and  may  then  convey  the  infection  elsewhere  on  their  contami¬ 
nated  bodies  or  in  their  excreta.  The  transmission  in  this  case  is  purely 
mechanical  and  it  is  immaterial  by  what  kind  of  insect  it  is  effected, 
though  owing  to  the  nature  of  their  habits  it  is  the  Diptera  which  are 
chiefly  concerned.  It  is  not  however  in  this  connexion  that  the  chief 
importance  of  blood-sucking  insects  lies,  but  rather  in  the  part  they  play 
in  the  propagation  of  diseases  which  are  due  to  the  presence  of  certain 
microscopic  parasites  in  the  blood.  It  seems  that  in  general  these  para¬ 
sites  can  infect  a  healthy  animal  only  by  being  directly  introduced  into 
its  blood,  and  in  the  absence  of  blood-sucking  insects  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  this  could  very  often  occur  :  on  the  other  hand,  if  blood-sucking 
insects  are  present  they  afford  at  once  a  ready  means  whereby 
a  blood-parasite  might  be  sucked  up  from  one  animal  and 
introduced  into  another  at  a  subsequent  bite.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the 
parasites  appear  to  be  usually  transmitted,  but  there  is  still  uncertainty 
as  to  the  details  of  the  process  in  many  cases  :  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in 
deciding  whether  the  parasite  is  carried  by  the  insect  from  one  animal 
to  another  in  a  simply  “  mechanical  ”  way,  undergoing  no  change  en 
route ,  or  whether,  as  in  the  case  of  the  malarial  mosquitos,  the  parasite 
on  entering  the  insect’s  body  undergoes  a  more  or  less  prolonged  series 
of  changes  before  it  is  in  a  fit  state  again  to  infect  a  healthy  animal’s 
blood.  The  fact  that  insects  have  been  found  to  have  parasites  of  their 
own  which  are  extremely  similar  to  certain  forms  of  mammalian  blood 
parasites  renders  the  matter  more  complicated,  as  does  also  the  remark¬ 
able  hereditary  transmission  of  infective  power  exhibited  by  certain 
Ticks.  The  consideration  of  the  Arachnids  is  outside  the  field  covered 
by  this  book,  but  the  Ticks  are  of  great  importance  as  pests  of  cattle  and 
dogs,  which  they  infect  with  spirillar  diseases  (“  Tick-fever,”  etc.) 
and  with  Piroplasmosis  (Biliary  fever),  while  they  are  also  responsible 
for  an  often  fatal  disease  of  fowls  and  for  a  human  relapsing  fever,  a 
remarkable  feature  being  that  in  some  species  the  infection  is  not  trans¬ 
mitted  by  the  Tick  which  bites  a  diseased  animal,  but  by  that  Ticks’ 
young  ones.  As  regards  the  Rhynchota,  there  is  a  strong  presumption 
that  Bed-bugs  are  responsible  for  the  spread  of  human  disease,  and  it 
appears  that  they  are  capable  of  harbouring  the  organism  which  causes 
Kala-azar  and  possibly  of  transmitting  it  by  their  bite  (Rogers  and 
Patton).  Comparatively  little  attention  has  yet  been  paid  to  the  Pedi- 
culidce  which  infest  animals  in  India,  but  the  human  head-louse  has  been 
shown  to  transmit  a  spirillar  fever  among  school-children  (Mackie).  Of 
those  Diptera  which  chiefly  attack  cattle  (Hi'ppobosca,  Stomoxys,  and 
Tabanidce)  all  three  families  are  suspected  of  being  the  agents  whereby 
Surra,  a  serious  cattle-disease,  is  spread,  and  investigations  are  now 
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being  carried  on  in  this  country  with  a  view  to  deciding  their  relative 
importance  in  this  connexion.  (Leese). 

While  the  Indian  Hippoboscidce ,  Muscidce,  and  Tabanidce  are  primarily 
pests  of  horses,  dogs,  and  cattle,  the  remaining  families  of  Diptera 
attack  man  freely,  though  they  none  of  them  confine  their  attentions 
entirely  to  human  beings  ;  the  bull-flies  or  4  ‘  buffalo-gnats  5  ’  (Simu- 
liidce)  are  said  to  bite  so  fiercely  and  impartially  as  to  render  certain  hill 
districts  practically  uninhabitable  during  part  of  the  year,  either  for 
man  or  beast,  and  the  ferocious  little  sand-flies  of  the  plains  are  well- 
known  as  disturbers  of  our  slumbers.  No  very  serious  study  of  the 
Simuliidce,  or  of  Chironomidce  or  Psychodidoe  seems  to  have  been  made 
from  the  medical  or  veterinary  point  of  view,  attention  having  been 
mainly  directed  to  following  up  and  extending  the  original  researches  of 
Ross  and  others  on  Mosquitos,  but  the  possibility  of  sand-flies  trans¬ 
mitting  disease  would  seem  at  least  worth  investigation  in  this  country. 
As  far  as  the  Indian  species  of  Culicidce  are  concerned,  reference  to 
the  list  will  show  that  we  have  about  a  hundred  species  at 
present  known,  though  it  is  certain  that  a  considerable  number  still 
await  discovery.  Of  these  only  a  part  act  as  disease-carriers  ;  and,  of 
those  species  known  to  be  capable  of-  so  acting,  not  all  have  been  found 
actually  carrying  disease-parasites  in  nature,  but  have  been  proved  by 
experiment  to  be  able  to  carry  them.  It  is  not  improbable  that  all 
species  of  the  genus  Anopheles  will  be  found  capable  of  carrying  the 
malaria -parasite.  The  commonest  Myzomyia  (M.  rossi)  is  not  a  natural 
malaria-carrier,  but  M.  culici facies,  christophersi  ( =  listoni)  and  Tur- 
khudi  are.  Of  the  genus  Nyssorhynchus,  N.  stephensi,  fuliginosus, 
Indiensis ,  and  Theobaldi  are  carriers  ;  perhaps  also  Cellia  albimana.  All 
these  species  are  Anophelince.  Among  the  Toxorhynchince  and  JEdince 
none  are  known  to  convey  disease,  but  the  Culicidce  include  several 
dangerous  species.  Of  these  by  far  the  commonest  is  Culex  fatigans,  the 
common  brown  household  mosquito  of  Northern  India.  This  insect 
carries  the  worm-like  parasite  (Filaria)  which  is  the  cause  of  various 
painful  and  unsightly  conditions  grouped  together  as  “  Filariasis  ” 
and  including  elephantiasis,  lymphangitis,  and  divers  varicose  affec¬ 
tions  particularly  common  in  South  India.  Culex  fatiganS  has  been  sus¬ 
pected  of  complicity  in  the  spread  of  some  other  diseases,  but  hitherto 
without  definite  proof.  Another  Culicine  genus,  Steyomyia,  is  abundant 
in  India,  the  commonest  species  being  S.  scutellaris ,  which  seems  to  be 
widely  spread.  A  closely  related  species,  S.  fasciata ,  occurs,  in  Bengal, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta,  and  this  particular  species  is  well 
known  to  be  the  carrier  of  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Indies  ;  whether  S. 
scutellaris  can  also  convey  this  most  deadly  disease  is  unknown. 

The  question  of  the  chances  that  yellow  fever  may  be  introduced 
into  India  in  the  near  future  is  one  which  merits  perhaps  more  than  a 
passing  glance,  and  we  venture  to  borrow  a  passage  on  this  subject 
from  Manson’s  “  Tropical  Diseases.”  “  The  probable  reason  of  the 
non-introduction  (of  yellow  fever)  into  Asia  is  that  the  trade  route  from 
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the  West  Indies  to  China  and  India  has  hitherto  not  been  a  direct  one, 
but  has  passed  by  a  long  circuit  either  to  the  North  or  to  the  South. 
When  the  American  inter-oceanic  canal  has  been  constructed,  there  will 
be  direct  and  rapid  communication  between  the  present  yellow-fever 
centres  and  Asia.  With  this  more  direct  and  more  rapid  communication 
there  will  arise  a  corresponding  risk  of  spreading  yellow  fever  into  a 
huge  section  of  tropical  humanity  which  has  hitherto  enjoyed  exemption 
from  one  of  the  deadliest  diseases  afflicting  mankind.  An  infected 
mosquito  (and  Stegomyia  fascmta,  according  to  Giles,  is  a  good  traveller), 
either  shipped  by  accident  or  brought  on  board  by  some  thoughtless  or 
malicious  person,  could  easily  be  conveyed  alive  to  the  shores  of  Asia, 
and  would  suffice  to  set,  so  to  speak,  the  whole  of  the  tropical  section  of 
the  Eastern  hemisphere  in  a  blaze.  The  history  of  the  spread  of  disease 
by  the  rapid  methods  of  modern  travel  is  full  of  examples  that  should 
serve  as  a  warning  to  our  rulers  and  responsible  sanitary  authorities. 
Let  us  hope  that  before  the  central  American  canal  is  completed  this 
important  matter  will  receive  the  attention  it  demands,  and  that  due 
care  will  be  exercised  that  America  does  not  reciprocate  the  introduction 
of  cholera  from  Asia  by  a  return  gift  of  yellow  fever.” 


RHYNCHOTA. 


(Hemiptera). — Bugs. 


T  wo  pairs  of  wings,  theupper  hyaline  at  theapical  half  only  or  both  hyaline 
throughout,  with  few  veins.  Mouth-parts  suctorial.  Antennae  simple. 
Metamorphosis  simple,  the  wings  developed  outside  the  body,  the 
nymphal  and  imaginal  stages  little  differentiated  and  of  almost  equal 
duration  and  importance  in  most  forms.  The  order  includes  only 
insects  whose  nourishment  is  the  sap  of  plants,  or  the  blood  of 
vertebrate  animals  or  insects  obtained  by  suction. 


The  most  characteristic  feature  of  these  insects  is  the  suctorial  beak, 
in  which  the  lower  lip  (labium)  forms  a  sheath  for  the  mandibles  and 
maxillae  which  are  the  actual  sharp  piercing  organs ;  applying  the  tip  of 
the  “beak”  to  the  plant  or  insect,  the  setae  are  pushed  in,  the  “beak” 
tself  not  entering  the  tissues  but  only  the  setae  ;  the  semi-tubular  labium 
is  partly  covered  at  the  base  with  the  more  or  less  elongated  upper  lip 
(labrum). 


The  order  is  a  large  and  distinct  one,  but  it  includes  a  greater  variety 
of  forms  than  perhaps  should  be  included  in  the  limits  of  one  order.  It 
is  commonly  divided  into  two  sub -orders  Heteroptera  and  Homoptera ; 
these  may  be  defined  on  two  characters,  first,  that  the  tegmina  are 
thickened  at  the  base  or  are  of  the  same  texture  throughout  ;  second, 
that  the  head  does  not  touch  the  coxse  or  is  so  indexed  as  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  front  coxse.  The  two  series  are  in  the  main  distinct 
and  there  is  good  reason  to  separate  the  first  as  a  distinct  order,  the 
second  as  not  necessarily  one  but  perhaps  two  or  three  orders.  We 
treat  them  as  forming  three  sub-orders  under  one  "order.  We  have 
explained  below  the  grounds  for  treating  Phytophtliires  as  a  distinct 
sub  order  : — 
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_ I 

Sub-orders. 

Divisions. 

Families. 

Rhynchota. 

Heteroptera 

Gymnocerata  (land) 

1-19. 

Cryptocerata  (aquatic) 

20-25. 

Homoptera 

Trimera  (Freeliving) 

26-30. 

Phytophthires. 

Dimera  (Semiparasitic) 

31—33. 

1 _ 

Monomera  (Parasitic) 

34. 

For  details  as  to  the  classification  and  of  individual  species  the  stu¬ 
dent  should  consult  Distant’s  volumes  on  the  Fauna  of  India,  first  read¬ 
ing  the  introduction  and  familiarising  himself  with  the  terms  used. 
These  enumerate  the  Indian  forms  as  far  as  the  Jassidse  ;  all  literature 
references  will  be  found  in  these  volumes,  but  we  may  remark  that  little 
has  been  recorded  on  the  habits  of  Indian  Rhynchota  and  that  Atkinson  is 
almost  the  only  author  in  India  who  has  published  papers  on  the  group. 


Fig-.  435— Homceocerus.  Scut  =  scutel- 
lum.  Clav  =  Clavus.  Cor  =  Cor- 
iu  m.  Rost  -  Rostrum.  Od.  ap.  = 
Odoriferous  apertures. 
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The  characters  used  in  separating  families  relate  to  the  antennae  and 
hemelytra.  The  terms  used  are  shown  in  figures  435  and  436  ;  the  stu¬ 
dent  wishing  to  identify  species  will  find  the  terms  used  in  the  Fauna 
of  India  fully  explained  in  Volume  I  of  Rhynchota  ;  we  have  used  this 
as  the  basis  of  classification  throughout  the  group. 


CORIUM-  " 


Fig.  436— Wings  of  heteroptera. 

Heteroptera. 

Front  of  head  not  touching  the  coxae.  The  tegmina  usually  lie  flat 
on  the  abdomen  and  the  basal  half  is  thickened. 

The  sub -order  falls  into  distinct  series,  the  first,  Gymnocerata ,  having 
conspicuous  antennae,  the  second,  Cryptocerata,  having  the  antennae  more 
or  less  concealed ;  the  former  includes  all  the  terrestrial  Heteroptera,  and 
those  that  live  on  the  surface  of  water  ;  the  latter  includes  all  the  Hete¬ 
roptera  that  live  in  water  as  well  as  one  species  living  on  mud  ( Pelogonus ) 
and  a  few  on  land  (Mononyx).  The  sub -orders  are  thus  easily  recognised 
in  the  field.  A  key  to  the  families  will  be  found  in  the  Fauna  of  India, 
Rhynchota,  Volume  I. 

A  feature  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Heteroptera  is  the  aromatic 
odour  they  protect  themselves  with.  This  odour  is  due  to  the  secretion 
by  special  glands  of  an  oily  fluid,  which  is  excreted  at  will  from  the 
odoriferous  orifices  and  rapidly  volatilises.  The  odours  are  very  marked 
in  Pentatomidce,  Coreidce,  Lygceidce,  Pyrrhocoridce,  some  Reduviidce,  and 
in  Cimicidce :  they  are  ordinarily  characteristic  of  the  plant-feeding  groups, 
only  a  few  of  the  predaceous  Reduviidce  having  them.  Throughout 
the  Heteroptera,  the  imago  is  a  very  important  and  active  stage  of  life, 
the  previous  development  being  practically  only  a  growth  in  size,  with 
the  gradual  development  of  wings.  There  is  none  of  the  specialisation  of 
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periods  seen  in  Lepidoptera,  Coleoptera  and  Hymenoptera.  The  nymph, 
as  it  comes  from  the  egg,  has  much  the  same  habits  and  structure  as  the 
adult  and  the  changes  at  the  separate  moults  are  very  small.  The  most 
noticeable  change  at  the  last  moult,  next  to  the  assumption  of  functional 
wings,  is  the  change  in  the  position  of  odoriferous  glands,  one  new  pair 
becoming  functional  on  the  ventral  surface  of  the  thorax,  in  place  of  the 
two  pairs  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  abdomen.  The  final  moult  does 
not  imply  sexual  maturity,  but  the  development  of  the  sexual  organs 
continues  for  some  time  and  a  period  considerably  longer  than  the 
nymphal  period  may  elapse  before  the  sexual  organs  are  really  mature. 

There  is  thus  no  metamorphosis  and  though  we  may  find,  in  the 
young  nymph  especially,  habits  and  colouring  which  it  loses  in  a  later 
instar,  the  change  is  not  an  abrupt  one.  Details  of  the  metamorphosis 
of  few  Heteroptera  are  known  in  India,  but  there  is  a  certain  amount  on 
record  and  a  good  deal  more  not  yet  placed  on  record.  There  are  prac¬ 
tical  difficulties  in  observing  the  nymphal  life,  but  these  can  be  overcome 
in  the  case  of  plant-feeding  species. 

Pentatomim:. 

Scutellum  large. 

Pentatomid  bugs  are  recognisable  at  sight  by  the  large  scutellum  and 
the  mouthparts,  even  where  the  resemblance  to  a  beetle  is  noticeable  ; 
beginners  will  certainly  confuse  them  on  superficial  examination.  They 
are  insects  of  moderate  size,  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  over  an  inch  in 
length,  robustly  built  and  with  hard  integument.  Colours  are  of  great 
variety,  black,  brown,  grey  and  other  sombre  colours  in  a  large  number, 
green  and  shades  of  dull  yellow  in  others,  bright  colours  in  a  few  only. 
The  colour  is  often  cryptic,  in  some  apparently  warning,  and  in  the 
species  which  live  in  the  soil  is  the  sombre  colouration  characteristic  of 
most  insects  in  that  situation.  The  form  of  the  body  is  not  modified  for 
cryptic  purposes  and  there  are  only  occasionally  spines,  etc.,  on  the 
integument  which  are  adapted  to  this  end,  or  which  serve  some  obscure 
function,  possibly  in  rendering  the  insect  distasteful. 

The  antennse  are  five  or  four- jointed,  simple.  The  head  is  flattened, 
usually  a  little  produced  anteriorly,  with  small  compound  eyes  and 
ocelli.  The  rostrum  is  straight,  lying  against  the  prosternum.  The 
prothorax  is  well  developed,  accurately  fitted  to  the  mesosternum  and 
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PLATE  LXXII. — Pentatomid^. 

Fig.  1.  Coptosoma  siamicum.  (Plataspidinse). 

„  2.  ,,  testaceum.  ,, 

S8  3.  ,,  cribrarium.  ,, 

,,  4.  Brachyplatys  subaeneus.  „ 

,,  5.  Cantao  ocellatus.  (Scutellerina?).. 

,,  6.  Chrysocoris  stollii.  „ 

,,  7.  Scutellera  nobilis.  ,, 

,,  8.  Poecilocoris  Hardwicki.  ,, 

„  9.  Hotea  curculionides.  ,, 

„  10.  Alphocoris  lixoides.  ,, 

n  11.  Podops  dentatus.  (Graphosomatinae). 

„  12.  Erbhesina  fullo.  (Pentatominje) 

(Plate  painted  by  D.  N.  Bagclii,  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta.) 
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hemelytra  ;  the  scutellum  is  large,  either  covering  the  whole  abdomen, 
or  occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  base  of  the  abdomen  between  the 

hemelytra.  In  the  former  case  the 
hemelytra,  protected  by  the  scutellum, 
are  not  thickened  at  the  base  but  are 
membranous  throughout.  The  hemelytra 
fit  closely  to  the  abdomen,  the  apical 
membranous  half  of  each  overlapping. 
The  lower  wings  are  below  the  hemelytra 
and  both  pairs  function  in  flight.  Wing¬ 
less  species  with  abbreviated  or  much 
reduced  hemelytra  occur.  There  are 
small  orifices  of  the  scent-glands  on  the 
ventral  surface  of  the  thorax,  whose 
position  is  useful  in  the  discrimination 
of  genera.  The  abdomen  is  short  and  thickset,  its  margin  in  some 
cases  is  visible  from  above  and  not  covered  by  the  hemelytra. 
The  integument  of  the  whole  body  is  so  rigid  that  the  relative  positions 
of  the  parts  are  accurately  maintained  and  are  useful  in  classification, 
a  statement  that  can  be  made  only  in  the  case  of  this  family, 
and  the  Coleoptera .  Males  and  females  are  commonly  similar  in 
external  appearance,  the  former  sometimes  smaller. 

The  life-history  is  similar  throughout  the  family.  Eggs  are  laid  in 
clusters  on  plants  or  elsewhere  in  the  open  ;  these  eggs  are  commonly  of 
the  shape  of  an  upright  cylinder,  about  one-tenth  of  an  inch  high,  with  a 
flat  cover  on  the  top  (like  a  barrel).  When  they  hatch,  this  cover  opens, 
either  being  attached  at  one  side  or  coming  completely  off.  The  young 
insect  is  flattened,  the  body  nearly  round,  and  is  active.  It  feeds  on  the 
juice  of  plants  and  passes  through  a  number  of  moults  with  the  gradual 
development  of  wings,  etc.,  till  it  is  full  grown.  The  tarsi  usually  have 
only  two  joints,  the  third  developing  at  the  last  moult:  the  odoriferous 
glands  are  in  the  abdomen  and  open  on  the  dorsum  at  the  apex  of  the 
third  and  fourth  abdominal  segments.  The  colouring  of  these  young 
insects  is  commonly  different  to  that  of  the  adult  and  often  very  striking 
The  number  of  moults  is  usually  five  ;  the  nymphal  life  is  commonly 
short,  the  imaginal  being  the  long  and  active  period  to  which  the 
nymphal  is  subordinated.  The  adults  are  found  upon  plants,  upon 


Fig.  437— SCUTELLEKA  NOBILIS. 
EGGS  AND  NYMPHS. 

(After  de  Nicevitle). 
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Fig.  438— Tessaratoma  javanica 

NYMPH. 


trees,  among  grass,  under  fallen  leaves  and  in  decaying  vegetation. 
Many  are  diurnal,  brightly  coloured  species  which  live  exposed  on 
plants,  many  are  nocturnal,  especially 
the  dark  coloured  species  which  live 
in  thick  grass  or  under  leaves.  Many 
have  special  foodplants  upon  which 
they  feed  principally  or  wholly  and  to 
which  they  are  specially  adapted  ;  in 
a  few  the  foodplants  appear  to  be 
numerous.  Whilst  the  majority  are 
plant-sucking,  extracting  the  sap  of 
green  plants,  a  number  (Amyoteince) 
are  known  to  be  wholly  or  partly  pre¬ 
daceous  on  insects,  sucking  the  fluids 
from  their  bodies.  This  habit  is  found 
in  the  nymphs  as  in  the  adults.  Not  a 
great  deal  has  been  observed  on  this 
point,  but  so  far  as  observation  has 
gone  the  greater  number  of  these  insects  are  herbivorous  and  only 
few  predaceous.  In  particular  the  food  of  the  species  found  on  the 
bark  of  trees,  under  fallen  leaves,  among  decaying  vegetation,  is 
uncertain.  A  small  number  are  almost  wholly  burrowing  insects, 
living  in  the  soil  and  spending  their  whole  life  there,  emerging  only 
at  night.  Very  little  is  yet  known  of  these  forms,  which  may 
prove  to  be  comparatively  numerous.  These  insects  are  most 
abundant  during  the  rains  when  vegetation  is  in  active  growth, 
and  a  number  of  species  probably  breed  only  at  this  time.  As  a 
whole,  it  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  the  majority  of  Pentatomids 
hibernate  and  aestivate  as  adults,  laying  eggs  in  the  rains  ;  there  are  one 
or  two  broods  during  these  months  and  the  imagines  in  November  hide 
away  for  the  winter.  There  are  also  species  which  breed  most  actively 
in  the  cold  weather  and  hide  away  in  the  rains.  A  number  become 
active  and  breed  during  the  dry  hot  weather  if  food  is  available, 
and  these  become  very  numerous  in  irrigated  crops.  The  conditions 
of  hibernation  and  aestivation  are  determined  by  the  degree  of  cold  and 
moisture  in  each  season  as  well  as  by  the  abundance  of  food,  and  this 
varies  with  different  tracts  ;  the  student  may,  however,  remember  that 
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the  adult  is  the  resting  stage  and  that  even  in  hot  weather,  they  live 
for  long  periods  waiting  until  food  is  plentiful  enough  to  admit  of  their 
producing  eggs  and  of  the  young  surviving. 

Pentatomids  are,  in  spite  of  their  abundance  and  herbivorous  habits, 
rarely  destructive  to  crops.  The  reason  is  that  the  individual  bugs  do  not 
extract  sufficient  sap  from  one  plant  or  one  twig  to  do  harm,  but  they 
move  about  from  plant  to  plant,  sucking  here  and  there,  and  not 
weakening  the  plant.  It  is  only  when  they  are  exceptionally  abundant 
or  when  they  attack  specially  susceptible  parts  (e.g.,  developing 
grain  heads),  that  they  are  destructive.  Of  the  number  of  common 
species  mentioned  below,  none  are  major  pests,  a  few  are  minor 
occasional  pests  of  little  importance. 

The  Pentatomids  appear  to  be  protected  by  the  powerful  scent 
produced  by  the  scent-glands,  as  are  most  Heteroptera.  This  scent  which 
is  the  volatilised  oil,  has  a  very  strong  effect  on  many  animals  and 
probably  on  predaceous  insects ;  it  is  apparently  not  a  complete 
protection  as  wasps  and  mantids  have  been  observed  to  eat  Pentatomids. 
The  eggs  are  parasitised  by  Chalcidce ,  which  constitute  one  check  ; 
other  checks  are  the  slow  reproduction  and  the  limited  duration  of 
the  seasons  when  abundant  food  makes  reproduction  possible. 

Pentatomidce  are  one  of  the  largest  families  of  the  order,  spread  over 
the  tropical  and  temperate  zones,  most  abundant  in  tropical  regions. 
The  Indian  fauna  is  Indo-Malayan  mostly,  with  a  number  of  Palsearctic 
hill  forms  which  extend  into  the  north  and  with  the  larger  number  of 
species  known  only  from  hill  or  submontane  forest  localities.  The  known 
plains  fauna  is  a  fraction  only  of  the  whole,  though  our  knowledge  of  the 
plains  species  is  defective  and  it  is  probable  that  the  number  of  species 
in  the  plains  is  nearly  as  large  as  that  of  the  sub-tropical  forest  and  hill 
areas.  The  student  will  find  descriptions  of  the  Indian  fauna  in 
Distant’s  Rhynchota  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  wherein  542  species  are 
described  with  the  addition  of  46  species  in  the  appendix  to  Volume  IV. 
The  11  sub-families  can  be  made  out  without  difficulty,  but  the  subse¬ 
quent  classification  and  recognition  of  species  is  at  first  difficult  without 
the  aid  of  a  good  reference  collection. 

Plataspidince . — The  scutellum  completely  covers  the  abdomen, 
the  hemelytra  being  folded  away  underneath.  These  little  insects 
are  clearly  distinguishable  and  are  fairly  common.  Brachyplatys  and 
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Coptosoma  include  the  species  common  in  the  plains,  species  which 
are  distinguishable  only  with  some  care  (Plate  LXXII,  figs.  1 — 4). 

B.  subaeneus ,  Westw.,  is  the  most  widely  spread  species  of  the  former 
genus,  and  has  been  found  destructive  in  one  instance  to  jute  plants 
and  also  to  feed  specially  upon  val  (Dolichos  lablab).  C  opto  soma  cribra- 
rium,  Fabr.,  is  widespread  and  perhaps  the  most  generally  distributed 
insect  of  this  sub-family.  Like  the  preceding  species,  this  has  a  habit 
of  clustering  gregariously  on  growing  plants,  specially  on  the  stems  of 
such  plants  as  jute  and  val  ( Dolichos  lablab)  which  are  growing  freely. 
Though  very  common,  none  appear  to  be  pests  since  they  do  not 
confine  their  attacks  to  individual  plants  for  a  sufficiently  long 
time  to  do  harm.  C.  siamicum,  Wlk.,  is  widespread  and  common, 
appearing  in  abundance  in  the  rains  among  dense  vegetation.  The  life- 
history  of  no  species  has  been  worked  out,  and  though  these  insects  are 
most  common  in  the  rains,  they  have  been  found  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that,  while  the  adults  are  commonly  found 
exposed  on  plants,  the  nymphs  are  not,  and  it  is  probable  that  nymphs 
of  this  group  live  wholly  in  concealment  at  the  surface  of  the  soil  or  at 
the  roots  of  plants.  This  applies  very  markedly  to  this  sub-family  and 
also  to  a  large  maj  ority  of  the  whole  family  ;  the  species  whose  nymphs 
are  found  living  an  open  life  is  comparatively  small  and  it  will  be 
interesting  to  learn  details  of  the  life  of  these  concealed  nymphs. 

Scutellerince.—The  obvious  character  that  distinguishes  this  sub¬ 
family  is  the  extension  of  the  scutellum  over  the  hemelytra,  the  latter 
not  being  long  and  folded  as  in  the  previous  sub-family  but  straight. 
The  extreme  base  of  the  outer  margin  is  alone  not  covered  by  the 
scutellum.  The  insects  are  larger,  more  brightly  coloured  and  without 
the  peculiar  facies  of  the  previous  sub-family  (Plate  LXXII,  figs.  5 — 10). 
Cantao  ocellatus,  Thunb.,  is  commonly  found  upon  trees  or  vegetation 
and  in  the  fields  during  the  rains.  The  female  has  been  found  to  lay  a 
number  of  eggs  on  a  leaf  and  to  sit  over  the  eggs  until  they  are  hatched. 
The  insect  is  common  both  in  the  plains  and  the  hills.  Pcecilocoris 
includes  large  brightly-coloured  species  rarely  found  in  the  plains. 
Scutellera  includes  plains  species,  the  metallic  green  or  blue  insects 
found  among  vegetation.  S .  nobilis,  Fabr.,  is  the  usual  species,  de 
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PL  A.TE  LXXIII. — Pentatomid^e. 


Fig.  1.  Brachypelta  aterrima.  (Cydniuae). 

„  2.  Stibaropus  molginus.  „ 

„  3.  Cydnus  indicus.  „ 

„  4.  Halys  dentatus.  (Pentatominse). 

,,  5.  Eusarcocoris  guttiger.  „ 

,,  6.  Hoplistodera  virescens.  ,, 

,,  7.  Halyomorpha  picus.  „  . 

„  8.  Plautia  fimbriata.  ,, 

„  9.  Agonoscelis  nubila.  ,, 

„  10.  Dolycoris  indicus.  ,, 

j,  11.  Antestia  anchora.  „ 

„  12.  Bagrada  picta.  „ 

(Plate  painted  by  D.  N.  Bagchi,  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta.) 
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Niceville  records  this  as  attacking  grave  vines  and  figures  the  eggs  and 
nymphs  (Indian  Museum  Notes,  V,  p.  119). 

Chrysocoris  stollii,  Wolfi,  is  closely  similar  and  equally  general. 
It  has  been  found  among  forest  trees  and  in  dense  vegetation.  Its  life- 
history  is  briefly  described  by  Kershaw  and  Kirkaldy  as  seen  in  S.  China 
(Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1908,  p.  59).  Chrysocoris  purpureus,  Westw., 
and  C.  marginellus,  Westw.,  are  stated  by  R.  M.  Dixon  to  be  injurious 
in  gardens.  The  former  breeds  freely  on  Jatropha  curcas,  a  common 
bush ;  it  is  familiar  in  South  India,  where  children  know  it  and  catch 
it  to  play  with. 

Hotea  curculionides ,  Herr.  Sch.,  is  a  brown  species,  with  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  a  weevil,  found  among  dead  leaves  under  large  trees.  The 
nature  of  its  food  is  unknown.  Alphocoris  lixoides,  Germ.,  has  a  still 
more  marked  resemblance  ;  it  is  found  so  rarely  its  habits  have  not 
been  observed.  Arctocoris  incisus ,  Stab,  is  a  small  dark  form,  with  the 
pronotum  deeply  transversely  impressed  and  the  whole  body  and 
scutellum  densely  clothed  in  long  hairs.  It  is  found  in  the  loose  surface 
soil  in  Behar  and  is  seen  but  seldom. 

Graphosomatince. — In  these  the  scutellum  is  long,  but  the  basal 
and  outer  margins  of  the  corium  are  exposed  and  sometimes  the  apex 
of  the  abdomen  (Plate  LXXII,  fig.  11).  Four  species  have  been  found 
in  Behar,  under  leaves  in  the  fields  or  jungle,  though  all  are  recorded  by 
Distant  from  the  hills  alone.  These  are  all  dull  brown  or  black  species, 
the  typical  colouring  of  insects  which  live  a  concealed  life  on  the  surface 
of  the  soil  under  leaves.  They  are  Storthecoris  nigriceps,  Horv.,  Amauro- 
pepla  denticulata,  Hagl.,  Melanophara  spinifera ,  Westw.,  and  Podops 
coarctata,  Fabr.  All  are  likely  to  be  found  if  surface  insects  are  being 
collected  in  the  plains.  The  first  two  are  to  be  found  at  the  roots  of 
sugarcane  where  also  their  nymphs  occur.  The  last  was  reported  as 
injurious  to  rice  in  the  Salem  district  in  July,  1907,  with  Tetroda 
histeroides,  Fabr.,  the  only  known  case  of  this  species  being  destructive. 

Cydnince.—  Almost  the  whole  of  the  basal  ventral  segment  is 
covered  by  the  metasternum.  These  are  deep  brown  or  black  insects  of 
moderate  size,  found  under  stones  among  fallen  leaves  at  the  surface  of 
the  soil,  in  dense  vegetation  or  in  the  soil  itself.  Some  are  notorious 
owing  to  their  habit  of  coming  in  immense  numbers  to  lights  at  night, 
and  as  their  odour  is  a  very  powerful  and  aromatic  one,  they  are  a 
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distinct  nuisance  in  the  rains.  As  they  are  otherwise  but  seldom  seen 
and  are  not  found  unless  looked  for,  few  species  are  recorded  as 
general. 

The  most  remarkable  form  is  Stibaropus  molginus,  Schi.,  a  moderate¬ 
ly  large  dark  brown  insect,  with  a  very  close  resemblance  to  a  Melolon- 
thid  beetle  and  remarkable  legs.  The  femora  and  tibiae  are  swollen, 
very  much  so  in  the  hind  legs,  and  suggest  the  burrowing  legs  of  the 
Coprid  beetles,  with  the  difference  that  the  maximum  development 
lies  in  the  hind  legs,  which  are  very  thick  and  truncate.  The 
remarkable  white  nymphs  of  this  insect  were  found  by  C.  A.  Barber  at 
the  roots  of  a  palm  in  S.  India  at  a  considerable  depth  below  the 
surface.  They  have  the  same  burrowing  legs  as  the  adult.  This 
insect  is  less  common  than  the  smaller  S.  callidus,  Schi.,  found 
in  the  plains  of  Bengal ;  the  adult  insect  flies  at  night  and  is 
also  found  among  the  roots  of  plants  ;  it  is  typically  a  burrowing 
insect.  We  have  found  it  extraordinarily  abundant  on  the  Ferry 
Steamers  on  the  Ganges  attracted  by  the  electric  lights  and  it 
appears  to  be  most  common  near  large  rivers  in  loamy  soil  (Plate 
LXXIII,  fig.  2).  Cydnus  includes  the  common  black  “geranium 
bugs”  or  “  gundies  ”  which  are  so  great  a  nuisance  (Plate  LXXIII, 
fig.  3).  C.  indicus ,  Westw.,  and  C.  varians,  Fabr.,  appear  to  be  the 
usual  species  found.  Their  normal  habitat  is  on  or  in  the  soil,  but  at 
certain  seasons  in  the  rainy  months,  they  come  out  in  great 
abundance  possibly  because  they  are  flooded  out  by  excess  of  rain, 
possibly  because  this  is  their  normal  habit. 

Geotomus  pygmceus,  Dali.,  is  a  smaller  species,  less  commonly  found, 
but  still  likely  to  be  generally  distributed.  The  only  other  common 
Cydnid  is  Brachypelta  aterrima,  Forst.,  larger  than  Cydnus ,  coal  black 
in  colour  and  found  in  the  fields  especially  in  the  early  months  of  the 
year  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  1). 

Chilocoris  nitidus,  Mayr.,  is  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  group,  a 
black  insect  measuring  only  Jth  inch  in  length.  The  flat  head  is  set 
round  the  margin  with  spines  and  suggests  that  of  a  Coprid  beetle  ;  it  is 
found  in  soil,  under  stones  or  among  decaying  vegetation.  Apparently 
it  breeds  normally  at  the  roots  of  grasses,  the  nymphs  having  been 
extensively  found  there. 
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Pentatomince. — An  extensive  sub-family,  with  a  distinctive  facies 
and  usually  recognisable,  but  whose  divisions  are  complex  and  should 
be  studied  with  care  in  Distant’s  volume.  This  includes  the  largest 
number  of  common  species,  of  which  we  can  mention  only  a  few. 
Erthesina  fullo ,  Thunb.  (Plate  LXXII,  fig.  12),  and  Halys  dentatus, 
Fabr.  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  4),  are  two  large  dull  coloured  species  with 
rather  elongated  head,  the  former  with  flattened  tibiae.  They  are 
commonly  found  upon  the  bark  of  trees  and  there  is  some  reason  to 
believe  they  are  predaceous  habitually  or  occasionally. 

Dolycoris  indicus,  Stal.  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  10),  appears  to  be  the 
most  universal  of  the  Pentatomids  in  the  cultivated  plains.  It  is  found, 
with  Agonoscelis  nubila ,  commonly  upon  crops,  especially  jute,  lucerne, 
maize,  juar  and  similar  green  crops,  while  it  ocasionally  attacks  ripening 
heads  of  juar  and  other  millets.  It  is  plant-feeding,  but  no  instance  of 
serious  destruction  caused  by  it  has  yet  been  recorded. 

Eusarcocoris  includes  small  bugs  of  rounded  form,  similar  to  Cop- 
tosoma  with  the  scutellum  rather  large  and  prominent.  These  are  found 
upon  plants  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  5).  E.  guttiger ,  Thunb.,  and  E.  ven- 
tralis ,  Westw.,  are  the  common  plains  species. 

Plautia  fimbriata,  Fabr.  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  8),  is  a  green  species, 
the  hemelytra  deep  reddish,  found  on  plants  in  the  hills  and  plains 

and  widely  distributed.  Antestia , 
Eurydema,  Stenogyzum ,  Bagrada 
and  Strachia  include  brightly 
coloured  insects  of  a  similar 
facies,  marked  in  red  or  yellow 
upon  black  (Plate  LXXIII,  figs. 
11,  12,  Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  1). 
A.  anchor  a,  Thunb.,  and  A. 
cruciata ,  Fabr.,  are  hill  species, 
the  latter  destructive  to  coffee 
berries  and  reported  as  des¬ 
tructive  to  garden  plants  and 
fruit.  E.  pulchrum,  Westw., 
though  mainly  a  hill  form,  is 
certainly  found  in  Behar  and  may 
extend  further.  It  feeds  upon 
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cultivated  rape,  mustard  and  allied  plants.  Stenogyzum  speciosum,  Dali., 
is  a  smaller  insect,  found  in  widely  scattered  localities.  Bagrada  picta, 
Fabr.,  is  the  widespread  and  abundant  species,  which  perhaps  comes 
nearest  of  all  this  family  to  being  a  pest,  large  numbers  being 
occasionally  found  upon  rabi  cruciferous  crops.  It  was  strikingly 
abundant  over  North  India  in  the  early  months  of  1909.  Strachia 
crucigera,  Hahn.,  is  a  Malayan  form  found  also  in  the  Assam  Hills  and 
the  valleys  of  Assam  and  Eastern  Bengal,  feeding  also  upon  Cruciferae. 

Agonoscelis  nubila,  Fabr.  (Plate  LXXIII,  fig.  9),  is  an  ochreous  spe¬ 
cies  with  a  very  close  resemblance  to  Dolycoris  indicus,  with  which  it  is 
constantly  found  upon  field  crops.  (The  distinction  between  these  re¬ 
markably  similar  species  is  that  in  Dolycoris  the  margin  of  the  abdomen 
shows  beyond  the  margin  of  the  wing  ;  in  Agonoscelis ,  the  wing  complete¬ 
ly  covers  the  margin  of  the  abdomen.) 

Catacanthus  incarnatus ,  Dru.  (Plate  LXXIY,  fig.  4),  is  a  large  and 
brilliant  insect,  of  a  bright  red  or  orange  colour,  the  margins  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  projecting  at  the  sides  and  banded  in  yellow  and  black,  much  in¬ 
creasing  the  brilliant  effect  of  the  colouring.  This  is  not  a  common  in¬ 
sect  and  probably  increases  slowly  but  is  widespread  over  the  plains. 

Nezara  viridula,  Linn.,  is  the  familiar  green  bug  so  common  on  potato 
plants,  which  is  now  distributed  almost  over  the  whole  world.  It  is  a 
uniform  leaf  green  colour  above,  in 
some  with  a  lighter  blotch  behind 
the  head  (fig.  440)  or  yellow  with 
only  green  spots.  It  is  common  on 
low  crops  and  can  scarcely  be  reck¬ 
oned  as  a  pest.  Piezodorus  rubro- 
fasciatus ,  Fabr.  (Plate  LXXIY,  fig. 

10),  is  a  smaller  species,  paler  and 
duller  in  colour  and  often  straw 
coloured,  which  is  very  abundant 
among  low  crops  and  is  obtainable 
in  quantity  on  irrigated  crops,  es¬ 
pecially  lucerne  and  senji,  in  the 
hot  weather. 

Amyoteince  ( Asopince ). — Cazira  verrucosa,  Westw.,  is  an  insect  of 
somewhat  remarkable  appearance  with  a  long  dilated  femur  on  the  fore- 
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PLATE  LXXIV.  — Pentatomid^e. 


Fig.  1.  Eurydema  pulchrum.  (Pentatominae). 

„  2.  'Canthecona  furcellata.  (Asopinae). 

„  3.  Aspongopus  janus.  (Dinidorinae). 

,,  4.  Catacanthus  incarnatus.  (Pentatominae)* 

,,  5.  Audinetia  spinidens.  (Asopinae). 

,,  6.  Urolabida  histrionica.  (Urostylinae). 

7.  Placosternum  dama.  (Pentatominae). 

,,  8.  Tessaratoma  javanica*  (Tessarafcominae). 

,,  9.  Megarhynchus  rostratus.  (Phylloeephalinae). 

,,  10.  Piezodorus  rubrofasciatus.  (Pentatominae). 

,,  11.  Cyclopelta  siccifolia.  (Dinidorinae). 

,,  12.  Elasmostethus  recur va.  (Acanthosomatinae). 


.(Plate  painted  by  D.  N.  Bagchi,  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta.) 
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leg.  Like  others  of  this  division  it  is  a  predaceous  insect,  with  a  foreleg 
approaching  in  function  and  structure  to  that  of  the  Mantidse.  Canthe- 
cona  furcellata ,  Wolff.  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  2),  is  another  form  with  some¬ 
what  the  appearance  of  Dolycoris  indicus,  but  with  the  lateral  angles  of 
the  pronotum  spined.  It  is  found  upon  crop  plants  in  company  with 
Dolycoris  indicus,  and  Agonoscelis  nubila,  but  is  markedly  predaceous 
and  can  readily  be  seen  to  suck  out  caterpillars  and  other  small  insects. 
We  found  it  breeding  abundantly  in  a  plot  of  bariar  (Sida  rhombifolia) 
in  which  caterpillars  were  particularly  abundant,  and  it  is  usually  found 
breeding  in  such  situations.  In  the  intervals  of  such  abundance  of  food, 
the  imago  appears  to  lead  a  precarious  life  of  search  for  food.  It  has 
proved  a  very  serious  enemy  to  the  cultivation  of  tussur  silkworms  in  the 
open  ;  large  numbers  of  the  bugs  came  to  the  bushes  on  which  the  worms 
were  and,  in  spite  of  constant  destruction,  managed  to  search  out  and  kill 
many  worms.  It  is  probable  they  play  a  very  important  part  in  checking 
caterpillars  generally.  Andrallus  ( Audinetia )  spinidens ,  Fabr.,  is  a  rarer 
insect,  which  feeds  upon  larvae  of  Thermesia  rubricans  and  other  cater¬ 
pillars,  which  is  equally  found  among  herbage  and  low  crops  (Plate 
LXXIV,  fig.  5).  Amyotea  ( Asopus )  malabaricus,  Fabr.,  is  a  bright  red 
insect  with  black  markings  found  occasionally  upon  cultivated  plants. 

The  life-history  of  Zicrona  ccerulea  is  described  by  Kershaw  and  Kir- 
kaldy  (Journ.,  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.,  XIX,  No.  1,  1909)  ;  it  is  found  in 
China  to  feed  on  the  beetle  Haltica  coerulea,  Oliv.,  the  nymphs  feeding 
on  the  larvae,  the  adults  on  the  beetles.  (The  author’s  use  of  Cimicidce 
for  Pentatomidce  in  that  paper  will  confuse  the  student  unless  he  knows 
that  Mr.  Kirkaldy  uses  Cimicidce  as  the  correct  name  for  Pentatomidce 
and  Khinophilos  or  Acanthia  for  Cimex,  a  practice  followed  by  this 
author  and  a  few  others.) 

T essaratomince . — Tessaratoma  javanica,  Thunb.  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig. 
8),  is  a  large  brown  bug  over  an  inch  long,  found  upon  trees.  Mr.  Dixon 
has  observed  that  it  produces  a  loud  shrill  noise  when  seized.  We  figure 
it  in  its  nymphal  form  when  it  is  extremely  flattened  and  leaflike 
(fig.  352)  of  the  delicate  red  colour  of  many  young  leaves  ;  it  is  common  in 
hill  localities.  The  bug  is  remarkable  as  having  a  stridulating  organ 
in  both  sexes.  Its  life-history  and  stridulating  organ  are  figured  and 
described  by  Kershaw  and  Muir  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1907, 
p.  253). 
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Dinidorince.  The  scutellum  small,  membrane  large.  Cyclopelta 
includes  several  species  of  which  C.  siccifolia,  Westw.  (Plate  LXXIV, 
fig.  11),  appears  to  be  the  most  common. 

This  insect  is  found  feeding  upon  cul¬ 
tivated  pulses,  and  its  eggs  are  laid 
in  clusters  upon  the  shoots.  Aspongopus 
includes  several  closely  similar  species 
of  which  there  are  three  common  gener¬ 
ally.  A.  janus,  F.,  has  the  pronotum 
and  base  of  elytra  bright  red,  the  head, 
base  of  scutellum  and  membrane  of  wings 
black  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  3).  A.  brunneus, 

Thunb.,  and  A.  obscurus,  F.,  are  dull 
brown  above,  the  former  with  the 
abdomen  above  (under  the  wings),  red, 

the  latter  with  it  black.  These  insects  441— Tessas,  atom  a  papil- 

losa  Dr.  nymth. 

are  commonly  found  on  low  crops,  among 

roots,  stones,  etc.  One  species,  A.  nepalensis,  Westw.,  is  stated  to  be 
used  as  food  by  natives  of  Assam,  pounded  with  rice.  (Garman  in 
Distant.)  It  is  probable  that  the  insect  gives  a  powerful  aromatic 
flavour  to  the  rice.  Megymenum  parallelum,  Voll.,  is  one  of  the  many 
black  bugs  found  among  fallen  leaves,  stones,  etc.,  of  whose  food 
nothing  is  known. 

Phyllocephcdince. — This  sub-family  includes  few  common  species, 
characterised  by  the  markedly  lobate  head.  The  single  species  Randolo- 
tus  elongatus ,  Dist.,  with  the  three  species  (M.  rostratus ,  Fabr.,  M.  trun- 
catus,  Westw.,  M.  limatus,  Herr  Sch.)  of  Megarhynchus  appear  to  be  far 
more  general  than  the  recorded  distribution  would  show.  They  are  of 
peculiar  “dry  grass”  colour  as  befits  their  habitat  and  are  typically  in¬ 
habitants  of  long  dry  grass  in  waste  lands.  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  9.)  Te- 
troda  histeroides ,  Fabr.,  is  a  black  species,  sent  from  Salem  as  a  pest  of  rice, 
with  Podops  coarctata ,  F. 

Urostylince . — Three  genera  of  insects  not  common  generally.  Uro- 
labida  is  without  ocelli,  and  includes  the  only  common  species  U .  histri- 
onica,  Westw.,  a  greenish  insect  with  dull  yellow  markings,  with  long  an¬ 
tennae  and  short  rostrum  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  6) ;  the  bug  is  found 
upon  the  leaves  of  trees  and  is  known  from  the  Himalayas  and  places 
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in  the  Gangetic  valley  and  delta.  Urostylis  punctigera,  W estd . ,  and  Uro- 
chela  quadripunctata ,  Dali.,  are  also  found  rarely  in  the  plains. 

Acanthosomatince. — Are  distinguished  by  the  tarsi  being  two- jointed. 

Microdeuterus  is  represented  by  two  species,  sparingly  found.  Acan- 
thosoma,  Sastragala  and  Anaxandra  have  the  pronotal  angles  prominent 
or  spined  ;  there  are  a  number  of  species,  widely  spread  and  rare.  Elas- 
mostethus  recurvum,  Dali.  (Plate  LXXIV,  fig.  12),  and  others  of  this  genus 
will  also  be  found. 

Collecting. — Pentatomids  are  obtained  by  sweeping  and  beating 
vegetation,  by  ordinary  searching  on  plants,  among  grass  and  low  her¬ 
bage,  on  the  bark  of  trees,  under  dead  leaves  and  decaying  vegetation. 
Some  come  to  light.  Rearing  is  easy  only  if  the  living  plant  can  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  maintained  in  vigour  to  supply  the  plant  sap.  When  cap¬ 
tured  they  may  be  killed  in  a  Cyanide  or  B.  C.  bottle  and  pinned  through 
the  scutellum  or  right  hemelytron.  Wings  need  not  usually  be  set. 

What  is  principally  required  in  this  family  is  accurate  observation 
as  to  the  food-plants  of  the  nymphs  and  adults  ;  very  little  is  known  and 
prolonged  observation  is  usually  required  to  determine  what  the  food 
really  is.  Another  interesting  problem  is  that  connected  with  breeding 
and  seasonal  appearance  ;  very  little  is  known  as  to  the  seasons  at  which 
these  insects  breed  or  what  checks  their  increase,  and  since  all  the  common 
species  can  readily  be  determined  with  the  aid  of  Distant’s  volume,  there 
is  here  a  large  field  for  observation. 

COREIDiE. 

Antennce  inserted  above  a  tine  drawn  from,  the  eyes  to  the  base  of  the 
rostrum.  Scutellum  small.  Rostrum  not  curved. 

In  almost  all  cases,  this  family  is  immediately  recognisable  from  its 
very  distinctive  facies.  In  doubtful  cases,  such  as  the  red  Serinetha , 
the  characters  must  be  carefully  verified.  They  are  insects  of  moderate 
to  large  size  for  the  order,  with  a  length  of  one  quarter  to  one  and  a  half 
inches.  Some  are  heavily  built  and  massive,  others  slender.  Colouring 
is  nearly  always  dull,  the  “dead  leaf”  colour  very  common  in  the  large ' 
forms,  green  or  dry  grass  colour  in  smaller  forms.  Serinetha  and  a  few 
others  are  brightly  coloured. 

The  head  is  small,  deeply  set  in  the  large  prothorax,  with  four-joint¬ 
ed  and  moderately  long  antennae,  and  a  straight  four- jointed  rostrum 
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extending  in  repose  along  the  ventral  surface  of  the  body.  The  prothorax 
is  large  and  is  often  produced  into  processes  or  spines  at  the  lateral  angles ; 
in  some  cases  these  processes  are 
large  and  rather  grotesque  (Plate 
LXXVI,  figs.  6,  7)  ;  with  these 
are  also  leaflike  expansions  of  the 
especially  the  hind  legs,  and 
of  the  antennae,  while  the  abdo¬ 
men  is  laterally  expanded  in  a 
smaller  number.  These  leaflike 
expansions  are  accompanied  by 
the  ‘  ‘  dead  leaf  ’  ’  colouration, 
the  deep  dull  brown  of  the  dead 
fallen  leaves.  It  is  perhaps  use¬ 
less  to  speculate  as  to  the  value  of 
these  expansions,  but  the  sight  of 
these  curious  insects  among  green 
plants  or  on  trees  suggests  a  dead 
leaf,  while  on  bark  or  among  442— Leptocorisa  varicornis 

fallen  leaves  the  insects  are  very 

difficult  to  see.  In  our  opinion  these  insects  are  so  formed  as  to  sug¬ 
gest  a  fallen  leaf  when  feeding  on  green  vegetation  and  are  concealed  when 
at  rest  on  bark,  or  among  fallen  leaves.  The  hemelytra  cover  the  wings, 
which  lie  flat  on  the  abdomen,  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  latter  being 
often  brightly  coloured  ;  as  this  colour  is  exposed  in  flight,  there 
is  a  marked  form  of  “  deceptive  colouring  ”  in  some  forms  (seepage  90). 

The  details  of  the  life-history  are  known  in  only  a  very  few  forms, 
(Plate  LXXY).  The  eggs  are  of  two  types  :  (1)  oval,  flattened  and 
unornamented  (fig.  442),  the  insect  emerging  through  an  aperture  in  the 
flat  upper  surface  ( Leptocorisa ,  etc.) ;  (2)  more  elongated,  the  upper  surface 
not  flattened,  the  insect  emerging  from  the  upper  surface  near  one  end. 
(Homceocerus,  Clavigralla.)  The  exact  mechanism  of  the  rupture  of  these 
eggs  remains  to  be  learnt.  The  eggs  are  laid  in  irregular  clusters  openly 
on  the  food-plant  and  are  parasitised  by  Chalcidse.  The  number  of  moults 
observed  in  Leptocorisa  varicornis  is  five,  the  wing  lobes  appearing  at  the 
third.  The  stink-glands  in  the  nymph  are  situated  on  the  dorsal  surface 
of  the  abdomen,  the  tarsi  are  two-jointed.  The  nymphs  appear  to  have 


P L AT E  LXX V.  — *  Cla  vigrall  a  G jbbos a. 
Tur  Pod  Bug. 

1.  Eggs  on  pod  of  Cajanus  indicus. 

2.  Eggs  from  above,  x  10. 

3.  ,,  side,  x  10. 

4.  Nymph,  first  instar,  x  20. 

5.  „  second  „  x  16. 

6.  ,,  fourth  „ 

7.  ,,  fifth 
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the  same  habits  as  the  adults.  There  is  very  little  on  record  as  to  the 
food  of  these  insects  though  what  is  known  points  to  them  being  exclu¬ 
sively  feeders  on  plant  sap.  Whether  they  have  special  food-plants 


Fig.  443— Homceocerus  inornatus.  Nymph. 
or  not  is  scarcely  known ;  our  common  species  have  special  food- plants 
among  crops  and  probably  all  feed  only  on  particular  plants,  and  their 
increase  and  spread  is,  therefore,  dependent  upon  their  food-plants.  One 
only  is  a  real  pest  in  India,  the  Dice  bug,  Leptocorisa  varicornis,  Fabr., 
injuring  the  developing  seed  of  rice,  and  millets.  Like  other  Heteroptera, 
their  scent  is  not  the  least  striking  feature  of  them  and  though  these 
scents  are  not  wholly  disagreeable,  they  are  powerful.  A  rice  field 
infested  by  Leptocorisa  can  sometimes  be  known  from  afar  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  scent  is  ordinarily  a  protection. 

Distant  enumerates  143  species  as  Indian,  adding  33  in  the  appendix 
to  V olume  IV,  principally  hill  and  forest  species.  A  small  number  are  com- 
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mon  and  abundant  in  the  plains  and  a  further  small  number  are  found 
here  and  there  where  abundant  trees  and  vegetation  offer  food  and  shel¬ 
ter.  Four  sub-families  are  recognised,  distinguished  by  the  troublesome 
and  obscure  characters  that  Hemipterists  choose  for  the  purpose  of 
classification  and  which  we  omit  in  this  place.  The  student  may  see 
them  in  Volume  I  of  the  Khynchota,  in  the  Fauna  of  India. 


Coreince  include  a  large  number  of  the  large  brown  species  with  dila¬ 
ted  legs  and  expanded  pronota  found  principally  in  the  hills. 
Anoplocnemis  phasiana,  Fabr.,  is  the 
commonest  species  and  is  found  rarely 
in  the  plains,  mainly  in  the  hilly  local¬ 
ities.  It  is  said  to  live  on  Erythrina 
and  occurs  also  on  shrubs  and  grass  in 
many  parts  of  India  where  the  vegeta¬ 
tion  is  sufficiently  abundant.  Dalader 
has  the  abdomen  much  produced  later¬ 
ally,  and,  like  the  remainder,  is  the  colour 
of  a  dead  leaf.  Apparently  the  expan¬ 
sions  of  legs,  antennae,  pronotum  and 
abdomen  found  in  these  insects  are  de¬ 
signed  to  give  the  insect  a  resemblance 
to  a  dead  leaf,  but  it  is  far  less  efficiently 

effected  than  in  the  Lepidoptera  and  Orthoptera.  Dalader  acuticosta, 
Am.  et  Serv.,  and  D.  planiventris,  Westd.,  are  the  common  species, 
neither  found  abundantly. 


Fig.  444— Anoplocnemis 

PHASIANA. 


In  Homceocerus  (Plate  LXXVI,  fig.  8)  this  type  gives  place  to  a  less 
grotesque-looking  form,  without  leaf-like  expansions.  This  genus  in¬ 
cludes  many  species  closely  similar,  some  of  which  are  found  commonly 
on  trees  in  the  plains.  It  is  not  easy  to  discriminate  individual  species 
without  the  aid  of  a  named  collection.  Of  the  33  species  recorded  by 
Distant,  less  than  ten  are  found  in  the  plains  and  these  only  occasion¬ 
ally.  Some  feed  on  weeds  (H.  variabilis,  Dali.),  others  on  such  trees  as 
Sissoo  (H.  inornatus ,  Stab,  H.  Icevilineus,  Stab).  The  latter  are  not 
uncommon  where  this  tree  grows,  the  nymphs  being  of  the  delicate 
green  of  the  leaves  among  which  they  feed.  H .  inornatus  sits  near 
the  end  of  a  twig,  and  the  green  colouring  with  the  dull  black  of  the 
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membrane  suggests  a  leaf  withered  at  the  tip,  as  is  so  often  seen  on 
Sissu  leaves  when  the  weevil  Apoderus  has  been  at  work. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  genera 
and  species,  all  of  which  are  typically 
hill  and  forest  species,  found  but 
rarely  in  the  plains.  Physomerus 
gr os sipes,  Fabr.,  is  one  of  the  few 
plains  species,  a  dull  brown  insect  with 
thick  curved  dark-banded  hind 
femora.  Acanthocoris  scabrator ,  Fabr. 
(Plate  LXXVI,  fig.  10),  is  also  found 
rarely  ;  in  this  the  abdomen  projects 
laterally  beyond  the  hemelytra. 
Cletus  includes  several  species  of 
smaller  thickset  insects  with  slightly 
produced  lateral  pronotal  angles, 
Fig.  445  Ho weocerus  vahiabilis.  founcl  commonly  in  crops  in  the 

plains.  None  are  injurious.  Five 
species  may  be  found  in  the  plains  and  they  are  not  easy  to  distin¬ 
guish.  C.  bipunctatus,  Westd.,  appears  to  be  the  most  common.  (Plate 
LXXVI,  fig.  12.)  Cletomorpha  resembles  Cletus,  but  has  the  abdomen 
produced  laterally.  C.  hastata,  Fabr.,  is  rarely  found.  (Plate  LXXVI, 

%■  H-) 

Pseudophloeince. — Clavigralla  includes  two  species,  G.  gibbosa,  Spin., 
and  C.horrens,  Dohrn.,  which  live  on  leguminous  crops  and  suck  the 
juice.  They  are  not  injurious,  though  sometimes  abundant  on  tur 
(Cajanus  indicus).  Their  small  reddish-brown  eggs  are  frequently 
found  in  clusters  on  the  pods  of  this  plant.  (Plate  LXXV.)  Stenoce- 
phalus  lateralis,  Chenn.,  is  a  graceful  dark-coloured  bug  with  a  lateral 
light  stripe  on  the  hemelytra,  found  occasionally  in  abundance  on  low 
plants. 

Alydince . — Dulichius  inflatus,  Kby.,  is  the  remarkable  bug  which 
attracted  attention  from  its  resemblance  to  an  ant,  Polyrhachis  spini- 
ger.  Wroughton  drew  attention  to  this  (Proc.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1891, 
p.  xvii)  and  Rothney  stated  that  where  this  ant  lives  on  trees  the  bug 
is  also  arboreal  and  not,  as  Wroughton  found,  on  the  surface  under 
stones. 
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Leptocorisa  varicornis,  Fabr.,  is  the  rice  bug,  whose  prevalence  in  rice 
and  millet  fields  as  the  grain  forms  is  a  serious  matter  for  the  cultivator. 
The  life -history  is  dealt  with 
elsewhere.  (Mem.  Dept. 

Agric.,  Vol.  II,  No.  1.)  This 
insect,  while  living  normally 
among  grass  and  thick 
vegetation,  multiplies  very 
largely  in  rice  fields  and  is 
one  of  the  few  distinctly 
injurious  Heteroptera. 

Riptortus  (Plate  LXXVI, 
figs.  1 — 5)  includes  several 
species  of  narrow  brown 
insects,  found  flying  among 
grass  in  jungle,  in  crops. 

They  are  common  among 
leguminous  crops  such  as 
the  minor  pulses  grown  with 
other  crops  and  have  been  seen  to  suck  the  pods.  R.  linearis,  Fabr.,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  most  common  species.  Its  life-history  is  shortly  des¬ 
cribed  by  Kershaw  and  Kirkaldy  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1908,  p.  59). 

Corizince. — Corizus  bengalensis,  Ball.,  is  common  especially  upon 
Bhindi  ( Hibiscus  esculentus )  upon  which  it  can  commonly  be  found  during 
the  hot  weather  and  rains.  It  is  a  small  but  peculiarly  elegant  insect,  of 
very  active  habits  and  is,  at  least  in  part,  plant  feeding,  extracting  the 
sap  and  mucilage  of  its  food-plant.  It  is  found  throughout  India  from 
the  Punjab  to  Madras.  C .  rubicundus ,  Sign.,  also  occurs  in  the  plains  of 
India  with  the  above  species.  The  nymphs  are  dark  red  with  white 
speckles,  the  newly  emerged  adults  are  bright  red  at  first,  gradually  grow¬ 
ing  dark-coloured.  These  insects  cluster  in  masses  on  the  buds  of  Penta- 
petes  indica  and  give  the  same  appearance  as  do  the  vivid  red  flowers 
of  the  plant.  (Plate  LXXVI,  fig.  13.) 


Fig.  446— Leptocorisa  varicornis  x  2 
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Serinetha  includes  two  red  species  which  will  be  confused  with  Pyrrho- 
coridce  and  which  are  the  only  brightly  coloured  species  likely  to  be 
found.  S.  abdominalis,  Fabr.,  and  S .  augur ,  Fabr.,  are  both  common, 
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and  are  frequently  found  upon  cotton  with  the  Red  Cotton  Bug 
(Dysdercus  cingulatus,  Fabr. )  ;  they  are  known  not  to  feed  on  cotton 

seeds  as  this  species  does,  and 
are  harmless;  R.  M.  Dixon 
observed  one  specimen  of  S. 
augur  feeding  upon  another 
of  its  own  species  in  the  field, 
which  points  to  carnivorous 
habits,  and  S.  abdominalis, 
Fabr.,  has  been  seen  feeding 
Fig.  447— Serin eth a  augur.  upon  Dysdercus  cingulatus , 

Fabr.,  which  it  closely  resembles. 

Berytidje. 

Like  Coreidce  but  with  long  legs ,  the  apices  of  the  femora  swollen. 


This  family  includes  five  small  delicate  insects  of  slender  build,  and 
of  great  apparent  rarity.  They  are  far  commoner  than  their  recorded 
Indian  distribution  would  show,  but  are  seldom  noticed  or  collected. 
Paleologus  feanus ,  Disk,  was  found  in  Burmah,  Metacanthus  pulchellus . 
Dali.,  in  Northern  India,  Hubertiella  cardamomi,  Kirk.,  byE.  E.  Green  in 
Ceylon,  Metatropis  aurita ,  Breddin,  in  Darjeeling  and  Capys  malacaipus, 
Stal.,  in  Ceylon.  The  unobservant  student  will  probably  think  he  has 
the  little  Reduviid  Lorichius  umbonatus ,  Dist.,  when  he  first  sees  these 
graceful  insects,  but  he  may  remember  that  in  this  the  base  of  the 
tibia  is  dilated,  not  the  apex  of  the  femur,  even  if  the  rostrum  tells 
him  nothing. 

Metacanthus  pulchellus,  Dali.,  is  the  common  Indian  form  sometimes 
seen  in  abundance  upon  cultivated  cucurbitaceous  plants.  It  is  a  slender 
greenish  insect  with  the  femora  and  antennae  swollen  at  the  apex. 


Byg^eid^e. 

Antennce  inserted  on  the  side  of  the  head.  Ocelli  present. 

A  family  of  considerable  magnitude,  whose  members  can  usually 
be  distinguished  in  the  field,  not  by  any  accurate  characters  but  by 
family  resemblance.  There  is  no  real  character  dividing  these  insects  from 
the  Coreidce  :  no  one  would  separate  the  smaller  Coreidce  from  many 
Lygceidce  (fig.  446)  on  the  one  character  given,  viz.,  the  position  of  the 
antennae,  and  where  the  student  has  a  small  bug  obviously  possessed  of 
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ocelli,  it  may  be  either  family.  The  Lygceidce  are  small  insects,  few 
exceeding  one-third  of  an  inch.  Some  are  vividly  coloured  with 
warning  tints,  the  majority  are  dull 
earth  or  bark  colour.  The  head  is 
distinct,  the  antennae  moderately  long, 
with  compound  eyes  and  ocelli.  The 
rostrum  is  straight,  in  repose  closely 
applied  to  the  under-surface  of  the 
body  between  the  legs.  The  legs  are 
long,  formed  for  active  running.  The 
hemelytra  lie  closely  on  the  abdomen. 

Males  are  distinguishable  only  with 
difficulty  and  there  are  no  obvious 
external  characters. 

Practically  nothing  is  known  of  the 
life-history  and  food  of  these  insects, 
the  life-history  of  only  one  species 
(Oxycarcenus  Icetus,  Kby.),  having  been  worked  out  in  India.  A  few 
are  plant-feeding,  one  is  injurious  to  a  crop  plant,  one  is  predaceous 
and  the  food  of  the  remainder  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  Distant  remarks 
that  the  family  is  an  important  one  economically.  This  does  not  apply 
to  India  ;  we  include  only  one  Lygaeid  in  our  list  of  injurious  insects, 
this  being  Oxycarcenus  Icetus ,  Kby.,  the  Dusky  Bug  of  Cotton. 

Distant  enumerates  143  species  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  and  has  added 
others  since  (A.  N.  H.,  1909,  p.  317). 

The  Indian  forms  fall  into  nine  sub-families  as  listed  in  the  Fauna 
of  India  ;  it  is  probable  that  the  classification  of  these  insects  will  be  con¬ 
siderably  improved  by  revision,  when  more  natural  divisions  are 
adopted. 

Lygceince. — The  brightly  coloured  forms  are  included  here,  small 
red  and  black  insects  common  everywhere  on  vegetation. 

Lygceus  militaris,  Fabr.,  is  very  common  a,nd  occurs  on  cotton  and 
other  plants  as  well  as  on  akh  ( Calotropis ).  It  is  not  injurious  and 
seldom  abundant.  The  fore  femora  are  armed  with  spines.  The  small 
oval  eggs  are  laid  in  clusters  on  soil  or  on  sheltered  spots  on  the  food 
plant,  the  young  being  red.  L.  hospes ,  Fabr.,  is  smaller,  without  the 


Fig.  448— Head  of  coeeid  (above) 
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white  markings  on  the  membrane  of  the  hemelytra.  Both  are  common 
throughout  the  plains. 

Graptostethus  includes  five  species  that  may 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  plains,  of  which  G. 
servus,  Fabr.,  is  by  far  the  most  common.  It  is 
not  injurious  and  there  are  no  accurate  obser¬ 
vations  as  to  its  food.  G.  trisignatus,  Dist.,  is 
common  in  Assam  and  as  far  west  as  Behar. 
G.  dixoni ,  Dist.,  is  abundant  in  the  Central  Prov¬ 
inces,  as  also  in  Bombay.  G.  maculatus,  Dali, 
though  recorded  only  from  ‘'North  India”  and 
Narkanda,  is  common  in  Pusa  on  low  herbage. 
Aspilocoryphus  guttiger,  Dali.,  will  be  confused 

Fig.  449— Lygjscs  mili  with  Graptostethus  dixoni,  Dist. 
taris  x  3. 

Melanotelus  bipunctatus,  Dali., 
insect  found  on  sand  dunes  near  the  sea.  Nysius  minor 
very  small  delicate  insect  of  a  dull  brownish 
colour,  found  abundantly  on  tobacco  and  green 
plants.  It  has  been  found  breeding  in  great 
abundance  upon  the  common  weed,  Euphorbia 
pilulifera. 

Cymince  includes  two  genera  of  small  little- 
known  insects.  Cymus  tabidus,  Stab,  occurs  in 
Behar,  in  grass. 

Blissince. — Macropes  includes  narrow  parallel-sided  forms  in  which 
the  hemelytra  fail  to  cover  the  abdomen.  M.  tinctus,  Dist.,  appears  to 

be  common,  while  M.  punctatus,  Wlk.,  is  also 
found.  These  little  insects  have  spiny  dilated 
forelegs  and  are  probably  predaceous.  Blissus 
gibbus,  Fabr.,  is  not  uncommon  and  is  en¬ 
tirely  harmless,  found  on  cane,  grasses,  etc. 
Its  nymphs  are  found  at  the  roots  of  grasses. 

Geocorince. — Geocoris  is  the  sole  Indian 
genus,  with  small  insects  with  broad  head 
Fig.  451— Blissus  and  thickset  body.  G.  tricolor,  Fabr.,  is  the 

TAfter'DiJtanL)  common  species,  found  in  the  twisted  shoots  of 
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cotton  in  which  lives  the  mealy  bug  Dactylopius  nipce,  Mask.  It  is 
known  to  be  predaceous  upon  the  bugs,  but  may  also  be  vegetarian. 


Fig.  452— Macro  pes 
TINCTUS  X  4|, 


Blissus 
GIBBUS  X  4. 


Colob athristince. — A  single  species  will  be  found,  the  slender  Artemi - 
dorus  pressus,  Disk,  in  which  the  base  of  the  abdomen  is  contracted  into 
a  distinct  “  waist.” 

Heterogastrince. — Four  rare  species  occur  in  India,  and  Dinomachus 
rhacinus,  Dist.,  common  on  tree  trunks.  Epibomius  Pusa,  Dish,  is  also 
known. 

Pachygronthince. — A  single  species,  Pachygrontha  dixoni ,  Dist.,  was 
found  in  Bombay. 

Oxycarenince . — The  only  destructive  member  of  this  family  is  the 
little  Dusky  Bug  of  Cotton,  Oxycarenus  Icetus,  Kby.,  common  throughout 
the  cotton  growing  areas  of  India.  The  eggs  are  laid  in  the  lint  near  the 
cotton  seed  :  the  young  hatch  there  and  live  till  they  are  adult  in  the 
boll,  sucking  the  seeds.  The  only  other  common  species  is  0.  lugubris, 
Motsch.,  found  on  low-growing  plants 

Aphanince. — This  sub-family  includes  the  greater  number  of  species. 
Parnera  pallicornis,  DalL,  is  a  common  insect  in  grass  as  also  is  the  smaller 
P.  vineta,  Say.  The  form  of  the  prothorax  with  its  narrowed  anterior 
half  is  a  guide  to  recognising  this  genus.  It  is  probable  that  these  little 
insects  are  predaceous.  Appolonius  cincticornis,  Wlk.,  is  a  little  over  one- 
tenth  of  an  inch  long,  a  nearly  black  insect  found  among  grass  and  low 
vegetation.  Lachnophorus  singalensis ,  Dohrn.,  will  be  found  and  there 
are  probably  many  species  in  the  allied  genera  not  yet  described,  but  to 
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be  found  everywhere  in  India.  Aphanus  is  commonly  represented  by 
dull  brown  or  black  bugs  found  among  fallen  leaves  and  in  abundance 


Fig.  453— Artemidorus 
pressus.  x  4 


Fig.  454— OXYCARE- 
NUS  LiETUS. 

( After  Distant .) 


in  the  debris  at  the  base  of  the  trunk  of  a  big  tree  such  as  a  pipal  ( Ficus 
religiosa).  A.  sordidus,  Fabr.,  A.  bengalensis ,  Disk,  and  A.  orientalis , 
Disk,  appear  to  be  the  common  species.  De 
Niceville’s  observation  as  to  the  injury  caused 
by  the  former  insect  has  never  been  confirmed 
and,  apart  from  this  one  instance,  these  insects 
have  not  been  recorded  as  injurious.  They  have, 
however,  been  found  to  infest  threshing  floors 
and  to  carry  off  the  wheat  grains  to  the  margins 
of  the  floor  and  hide  them.  What  nourishment 
they  can  extract  from  a  dry  wheat  grain  seems 
doubtful,  unless  their  salivary  excretion  has  sol¬ 
vent  powers,  but  they  carry  off  the  grains  so 
abundantly  that  the  cultivators  require  to  collect  them  again  every 
morning. 


Fig.  455— Pamera 
VIN'CTA,  X  4. 


Dieuches  uniguttatus,  Thunb.,  is  an  abundant  insect  among  fallen 
leaves  in  grass  ;  it  resembles  Pamera  but  is  larger.  Other  species  of 
Dieuches  will  be  found,  D .  leucoceras,  Wlk.,  being  widely  spread  but  not 
common.  Pceantius  festivus,  Disk,  is  the  last  of  these  small  dusky  bugs 
found  among  leaves  that  we  can  mention  here  ;  it  is  known  from  Bengal 
and  Behar  but  probably  has  a  wider  distribution. 
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Collecting. — The  smaller  species  are  found  in  grass,  in  fallen  leaves, 
among  thick  vegetation  and  are  probably  much  more  numerous  in 


Fig.  456— Paromius  seychellensis.  x  3.  457— Dieuches  unigutta- 

tus.  x  3. 

species  than  the  present  records  show.  They  have  been  very  little 
collected  in  the  plains  and  there  is  a  large  field  for  new  work.  This  is 
true  also  of  the  bionomics  of  the  family,  the  life-histories  are  almost 
wholly  unknown,  the  food  of  the  adults  and  nymphs  has  not  been 
recorded  and  from  every  point  of  view  the  family  have  been  neglected. 

Pyrrhocorid^e. 

Ocelli  absent.  Antennae,  inserted  on  the  side  of  the  head. 

This  family  includes  a  number  of  species  usually  of  larger  size  and 
brighter  colouring  than  the  Lygaeids.  The  size  varies  from  one-quarter 
to  nearly  two  inches  in  length.  The  colours  are  typically  warning,  and 
red  is  the  predominant  colour.  All  known  are  plant-feeding  and  the 
majority  feed  openly  exposed  on  their  food-plant.  There  are  several 
species  with  the  membrane  of  the  hemelytra  missing  or  abbreviated, 
and  there  is  some  amount  of  variation  in  this  respect  within  the  limits 
of  a  single  species.  In  nearly  all  the  sexes  are  similar,  the  males 
little  smaller  ;  in  one  species  the  male  is  marked  by  the  great  length 
of  the  abdomen  (Lohita  grandis). 

Details  of  the  life-history  are  known  for  only  one  species,  Dysdercus 
cingulatus ,  Fabr.,  and  nothing  appears  to  be  on  record  as  to  the  habits 
or  life-history  of  other  species.  As  a  whole  the  family  is  not  really 
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PLATE  LXXYII. — Lysdercus  Cingulatus. 
Red  Cotton  Bug. 


Fig.  l. 


Eggs,  natural  size  and  magnified.  On  the  right,  without  black 
background,  is  a  single  egg  just  before  hatching. 

Nymphs,  first  instar,  immediately  after  hatching  and  later. 
Nymph,  second  instar. 

„  third 

,,  fourth  ,, 

„  fifth  „ 

llmago. 


The  natural  length  of  figures  2  to  8  is  shown  b}'  the  hair  line  beside 
each.  (Reprinted  from  Memoirs  of  the  Agricultural  Department.) 


RED  COTTON  BUG. 


taaa 
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important,  Dysdercus  cingulatus,  F.,  being  a  pest  to  cotton  but  no 
other  species  being  as  yet  definitely  known  to  be  destructive.  What 
checks  there  are  on  these  insects  remains  to  be  seen ;  a  Tachinid 
parasitises  Dysdercus  cingulatus  and  Mr.  Mason  has  found  that,  despite 
the  warning  colouration  and  odour,  birds  eat  this  species. 

Largince.— The  female  has  the  sixth  ventral  segment  cleft  at  the 
base.  Lohita  grandis,  Gray.,  is  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  sub-family. 

It  is  a  large  red  and  black  species, 
the  male  with  abnormally  elongated 
abdomen  and  antennae.  Its  appear¬ 
ance  is  striking  and  as  it  occasion¬ 
ally  occurs  abundantly  on  bhindi 
and  cotton,  it  is  sometimes  taken 
to  be  a  pest.  Its  distribution  is,  in 
India,  confined  to  the  warm  moist 
areas  of  Bengal  and  Assam.  Iphita 
limbata,  Stal.,  is  brownish  red  with 
pale  edges  to  the  wings  and  prono- 
tum.  It  has  been  found  in  great 
numbers  upon  forest  trees,  large 
numbers  living  gregariously  in 
depressions  in  the  bark,  the  ground 
below  littered  with  their  exuviae 
showing  that  they  had  lived  in  that  situation  for  some  period.  Its 
distribution  is  also  limited,  but  it  will  probably  be  found  more  widely 
spread  in  suitable  places.  Physopelta  gutta,  Burm.,  is  not  uncommon 
in  Assam  and  Bengal,  represented  in  the  West  of  India  by  P.  apicalis, 
Wlk.  P.  schlanbuschi,  Fabr.,  will  probably  be  found  throughout  the 
plains  ;  it  is  common  in  Behar  in  the  cold  weather. 

Pyrrhocorince. — Antilochus  coqueberti,  Fabr.,  is  a  common  bug, 
bright  scarlet  with  the  membrane  black,  found  in  many  localities  among 
dense  vegetation.  Odontopus  nigricornis,  Stal.,  is  similar  but  with  a  large 
black  spot  on  each  forewing.  Dermatinus  lugubris,  Dist.,  is  a  small 
black  insect  with  short  truncate  hemelytra,  found  widely  in  the  plains. 
Scant ius  pollens,  Dist.,  rlso  appears  to  be  common  over  Northern  India 
on  maize,  bhindi  and  other  crop  plants;  S.  volucris,  Gerst.,  appears  to  be 
common  in  the  Central  Provinces.  Dysdercus  cingulatus ,  Fabr.  (Plate 
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LXXYII),  is  the  most  abundant  species,  feeding  upon  cotton,  bhinda 
and  many  weeds  and  also  in  large  number  on  the  seeds  of  the  silk-cotton 
(Bombax  malabaricum).  It  will  be  readily 
mistaken  for  other  species  but  is  distinct 
in  having  white  bands  across  the  body 
beneath  and  a  white  collar.  Its  occur¬ 
rence  upon  cotton  and  the  destruction  it 
causes  to  cotton  are  described  elsewhere 
(Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  India,  Ent.  Yol.  II, 

No.  3).  When  the  silk-cotton  is  in  fruit, 
the  bug  multiplies  enormously,  and  when 
the  seed  is  blown  down,  the  bug  descends 
in  great  numbers  and  is  found  in  masses 
on  the  ground.  It  is  curiously  gregarious, 
the  vivid  scarlet  bugs  assembling  in 
bunches  on  their  food-plant,  a  singularl}7 
pretty  sight.  D.  evanescens ,  Disk,  is  con¬ 
spicuous  by  the  brown  membrane  of  the 
hemelytra  ;  it  is  widely  spread  in  India 
but  not  abundant  and  only  rarely  captured. 

Tingid.r. — Lace-Wing  Bugs. 

The  hemelytra  reticulate ,  the  pronotum  usually  with  reticulate  markings 
extending  on  the  lateral  leaf-like  expansions. 

These  small  insects  are  amongst  the  most  beautiful  of  the  smaller 
insect,  but  are  very  little  known  and  not  generally  noticed.  Few  have  a 

length  as  great  as  one-quarter  of  an  inch  and 
all  are  dull-coloured  and  inconspicuous.  The 
head  is  small  and  usually  covered  by  the  pro- 
notum,  which  often  has  lateral  expansions. 
The  lace-like  markings  extend  over  the  whole 
upper  surface,  the  hemelytra  being  thin  with 
irregular  thick  lines  forming  the  ornamenta¬ 
tion  Tingidce ,  so  far  as  known,  are  purely  plant¬ 
feeding  insects,  living  as  a  rule  gregariously 
Fig.  46U— Monanthia  upon  their  host  plants.  Their  eggs,  as  far  as 

{Fro^ Distant.)  known,  are  laid  in  plant  tissues,  the  nymphs 


Fig.  459— Odontofus 
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feeding  openly  upon  the  leaves.  None  are  pests  and  but  little  is  known 
of  this  group.  They  are  occasionally  found  abundantly  and  cases  have 
been  seen  where  they  were  so  abundant  upon  a  plant  as  to  apparently 
cause  damage.  The  small  number  of  recorded  Indian  species  is  due  to 
the  minute  size  of  the  insects  ;  only  with  a  good  lens  can  the  nature  of 
the  little  insect  be  discerned  and  they  have  on  this  account  been  but 
little  collected.  Distant  has  recently  described  more  Indian  species 
(Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  Beige,  1909,  p.  113). 

Monnnthia  globulifera,  Wlk.,  recorded  from  Madras  and  Ceylon,  is 
found  also  in  Behar  upon  an  aromatic  garden  herb  as  also  upon  sweet 
Basil  (Ocimum  basilicum).  U rentius  echinus ,  Dist.,  is  found,  often  abun¬ 
dantly,  on  brinjal  ( Solanum  melongena).  Green  has  observed  that  the 
nymphs  live  on  the  under,  the  imagines  on  the  upper  surface  of  the 
leaves.  The  leaves  become  discoloured,  but  there  is  no  real  damage  done 
as  a  rule.  E.  J.  Woodhouse  has  found  Paracopium  cingalense  causing 
hypertrophy  of  the  corolla  of  Clerodendron  phlomoides  in  Bengal. 

Aradid^e. 

Flat ,  dull-coloured  insects,  the  forelegs  inserted  on  the  disk  of  the  sternum, 
without  ocelli  ;  tarsi  two-jointed,  antennce  four-jointed. 

These  bugs  are  of  extremely  distinct  facies  and  easily  recognised. 
The  antennae  are  short  and  thick  ;  the  body  much  flattened,  the  heme- 
lytra  lying  flat  upon  the  abdomen  and  only  occupying  the  middle,  the 
apex  and  sides  of  the  abdomen  visible  from  above.  All  are  dull-coloured, 
black  or  brown,  in  conformity  with  their  habitat,  which  is  under  bark, 
stones,  fallen  leaves,  etc.  Their  habits  appear  to  be  wholly  unknown 
and  these  insects  are  far  from  common.  Nearly  all  the  known  Indian 
species  are  recorded  from  the  hills  ;  probably  more  will  be  found  when 
the  large  soil-surface  fauna  comes  to  be  investigated.  N euroctenus  par , 
Bergr.,  is  the  most  likely  species  to  be  found,  under  conditions  of 
sufficient  moisture. 

Hebrides. 

Body  clothed  below  with  silvery  pubescence.  Antennce  five -'jointed. 

Small  insects  found  in  damp  places  and  semi-aquatic  in  habit.  A 
single  species  Hebrus  orientalis,  Dist.,  was  collected  in  Burma  by  Eea,  this 
being  the  only  known  species  from  British  India.  As  the  number  of 
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joints  in  the  antenna  is  a  matter  authors  do  not  agree  on,  the  family  is 
not  easy  to  recognise. 

Hydrometrim:. 


Antennce  four-jointed .  Body  beneath  clothed  in  silvery  velvety  pu¬ 
bescence.  Live  on  surface  of  water. 


These  are  small  insects  of  dull  colour,  found  on  the  surface  of  still 
water  and  on  the  sea.  Grey,  black,  and  dull  straw  colour  are  the 


Fig.  r4Gl— Geuris  spinol/e.  x  5. 

prevailing  tints.  The  antennae  are  long,  the  eyes  well  developed, 
the  rostrum  short  and  curved.  Nearly  all  are  winged  and  fly  readily  ; 
the  legs  ate  usually  long  and  hairy,  so  that  the  insects  can  run  along 
the  surface  film  of  water  without  “breaking”  it. 

Nothing  is  on  record  as  to  their  life-history  in  India  ;  all  are 
probably  predaceous  on  insects  which  fall  into  the  water.  They  have 
no  economic  importance  and  have  been  very  little  collected  and  not 
studied  at  all. 

Mesoveliince.—Mesovelia  mulsanti,  Buch.,  is  the  sole  species  in  India, 
a  small  insect  found  on  water  weeds  in  Indian  rivers  ;  it  has  escaped 
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Fig.  462— Mesovelia  mulsanti. 


record,  being  known  previously  from  Ceylon  and  from  the  Nearctic 
and  Neotropical  region. 

Hydrometrince — Hydrometra  vittata , 
Stab,  is  the  sole  species  of  this  sub-family 
found  in  India.  The  extremely  linear 
form,  the  very  elongate  head  with  the 
eyes  set  in  the  middle  and  the  antennse 
at  the  apex  make  this  a  very  striking  in¬ 
sect.  It  is  found  on  still  water  or  on 
the  mud  at  the  sides  of  tanks  and  is  a 
sluggish  inactive  insect,  possibly  pre¬ 
daceous. 

Veliince. — Though  the  Palearctic  Velia 
currens,  Fabr.,  has  been  found  in  the 
extreme  North  of  India,  few  other  species 
appear  to  occur  and  few  are  likely  to 
be  found  in  the  plains.  Microvelia  singalensis,  Kby.,  has  been  found 
to  feed  on  larvae  of  Culex  fatigans  in  India  (F.  M.  H.). 

Gerrince . — At  least  five  species  of  Gerris  are  known  to  occur  in  the 
plains  of  India,  one  or  more  of  which  are  likely  to  be  found  in  any  slow 
moving  or  still  fresh-water.  These  are  elongate  dark  coloured  insects 
with  long  posterior  legs,  the  forelegs  and  antennae  of  moderate  length, 
the  beak  short,  curved  and  formed  as  in  the  Reduviidce.  These  insects 
move  actively  on  the  surface  of  water  and  are  predaceous  upon  insects 
sucking  out  the  juice  of  any  which  fall  into  the  water  or  alight  there. 
They  are  to  some  extent  gregarious  and  in  large  tanks  or  lakes  become 
very  abundant.  G.  fluviorum,  F G.  f os s arum,  F.,  and  G.  spinolce,  Leth. 
et  Sevn.,  are  common  large  forms ;  G.  nitida,  Mayr.,  and  G.  tristan, 
Kirk.,  represent  the  smaller  forms. 

Halobates  are  marine  insects  and  while  three  are  reported  from  the 
Indian  Ocean,  a  fourth  is  found  abundantly  on  the  West  Coast  during 
May,  when  strong  winds  blow  in  from  the  sea  and  apparently  bring  in 
abundance  of  these  insects,  which  are  helpless  on  the  sand.  This  is 
Halobates  germanus,  Buch.,  a  pretty  little  grey  insect,  not  hitherto 
recorded  from  this  country.  J.  J.  Walker  has  noted  the  occurrence  of 
Halobates  on  the  surface  of  the  Indian  Ocean  at  a  distance  of  500  miles 
from  the  nearest  land  (Ent.  Mo.  Mag.,  1900,  p.  115). 
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Henicocephalim:. 


Head  divided  into  two  distinct  lobes,  prothorax  into  three. 
Hemelytra  membranous. 


This  family  includes  small  insects,  allied  to  Reduviidse,  but  with  a 
very  distinct  facies.  The  figure  exhibits  the  peculiarities  of  structure 
in  our  commonest  form.  There  is  but 
one  genus  H enicocephalus ,  with  one 
species  H.  basalis,  Westw.,  common  in 
the  plains.  This  has  the  tarsi  single- 
jointed,  the  foretibia  with  two  spurs 
at  the  apex.  It  is  found  in  damp  soil 
and  is  apparently  a  predaceous  form 
not  uncommon  among  decaying  vege¬ 
tation  and  in  compost  heaps  where 
insect  life  is  abundant. 

Pu  ymatidJe. 

The  forelegs  are  short,  the  femur  broad¬ 
ened,  the  tibia  curved  and  pointed, 
tightly  pressed  against  the  femur. 

These  curious  insects  are  recognis¬ 
able  from  the  peculiar  forelegs,  the 
tibia  working  against  the  femur  as  in 
Mantids  or  clawlike  as  in  crabs.  Of  the  13  known  Indian  species,  none 
are  common,  and  all  are  hill  forms,  not  likely  to  be  found  in  the  plains 
except  after  much  searching.  The  insects  are  believed  to  be  predaceous. 


Fig.  463-Hentoocephalus  basalis. 


Saldid^e. 


Rostrum  curved,  long.  Ocelli  placed  between  the  eyes. 

A  small  family  with  three  recorded  Indian  species  from  widely 
separated  localities.  They  may  be  recognised  by  the  long  curved 
rostrum,  and  by  the  absence  of  a  cuneus  in  the  elytron.  Saida  Dixoni, 
Dist.,  was  found  on  the  Bor  Ghat  (Bombay  Presidency)  and  is  the 
sole  described  truly  Indian  species.  These  insects  as  a  rule  live  a  semi- 
aquatic  life  in  wet  vegetation,  or  near  water  and  more  are  likely  to  be 
found  when  they  are  looked  for. 
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Valleriola  cicindeloides ,  Dist.  (A.  N.  H.,  1909,  p.  40),  is  found  at 
Pusa  running  actively  near  an  open  water  channel  ;  it  is  extremely  like 
a  Cicindela  in  appearance  and  movements,  and  appears  to  be  predaceous 
upon  other  insects. 

Reduviid^e. 

Rostrum  curved,  usually  stout,  not  closely  pressed  to  the  prosternum. 

Head  usually  elongate. 

The  strong  curved  beak  is  characteristic  of  the  family  and  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  the  field.  They  are  insects  of  moderate  size  from  a 
quarter  to  over  one  inch  in  length,  usually  about  half  an  inch.  Colour¬ 
ing  is  either  dull  and  sombre  or  vivid  and  warning,  red  and  black 
being  common  in  the  latter  case.  A  small  number  of  species  resemble 
the  large  brown  Coreids,  some  resemble  flies  and  Neuroptera,  and 
others  mimic  brightly  coloured  Pyrrhocorids  and  Lygseids.  The  head 
is  long,  the  eyes  situate  remote  from  the  edge  of  the  pronotum.  The 
antennae  are  simple  and  of  moderate  length.  The  rostrum  is,  with 
few  exceptions,  three-jointed.  The  prothorax  is  distinct  and  well 
developed,  often  transversely  constricted  in  the  middle.  The  wings  lie 
flat  on  the  abdomen  in  most  species.  The  legs  are  long,  formed  for 
quick  running  ;  the  femora  and  tibiae  are  often  spined.  The  form  of 
the  body  is  varied  and  while  many  are  robust  and  similar  to  Lygceidce, 
some  are  slender  and  resemble  delicate  flies.  The  sexes  are  usually 
similar,  the  female  sometimes  wingless  when  the  male  is  winged. 

Remarkably  little  is  known  of  the  details  of  the  life-histories.  Eggs 
are  laid  in  clusters  on  plants  or  other  objects  in  the  open  and  are,  in 
the  known  cases,  of  the  cylindrical  form  found  in  Pentatomids  with  a  lid 
that  allows  of  emergence.  The  nymphs  are  similar  in  form  and  colour¬ 
ing  to  the  adult,  the  wings  developed  during  the  later  instars.  Both 
nymphs  and  adults  are  found  on  plants,  on  grass,  among  herbage, 
under  fallen  leaves  and  in  other  situations  in  the  open.  A  number  are 
known  to  feed  on  the  body  fluids  of  insects,  which  they  pierce  with  the 
beak  and  suck  out,  while  the  spined  forelegs  hold  them.  Some  of 
these  species  have  a  painful  bite,  due  to  the  injection  of  fluid  at  the 
moment  of  puncture.  Others  feed  upon  the  juices  of  plants  and 
somewhat  divergent  views  are  expressed  as  to  the  relative  numbers 
which  are  predaceous  and  herbivorous.  It  is  probably  correct  to  say 
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that  of  the  common  plains’  species  the  majority  are  predaceous,  a 
smaller  number,  especially  those  living  on  trees,  herbivorous.  Many 
are  diurnal  in  habit,  many  nocturnal  and  the  latter  are  attracted  to 
light.  As  in  other  insects  with  no  metamorphosis,  the  imaginal  life  is 
more  extended  and  important  than  the  nymphal.  The  duration  of 
nymphal  life  is  not  known  in  detail  ;  hibernation,  aestivation  and 
similar  states  are  apparently  passed  mainly  in  the  imaginal  stage  and 
no  definite  seasons  for  reproduction,  etc.,  have  been  established.  Like 
other  insects  they  are  most  active  and  abundant  during  the  rains,  when 
both  insect  and  plant  life  affords  abundant  food,  but  they  are  also  to  be 
found  at  other  times,  except  when  cold  causes  them  to  become  dormant. 
None  are  recorded  as  pests  and  it  is  believed  that  most  are  beneficial. 
Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  enemies  of  these  insects.  Their  powerful 
odour  and,  in  some  species,  their  poisonous  bite  are  defensive  and 
may  protect  them  from  birds  and  other  foes.  The  species  of  Acanthas- 
pis,  Conorhinus,  Pirates  and  Ectrychotes  especially  have  a  poisoned 
bite,  one  so  painful  that  they  should  be  handled  by  the  student  with 
care,  lest  in  the  surprise  of  the  sudden  pain  the  specimen  escape. 

Reduviidce  occur  throughout  the  tropical  and  temperate  zones,  with 
the  maximum  development  in  moist  tropical  areas.  The  family  is  a 
large  one  and  over  250  species  are  recorded  as  Indian  by  Distant  in 
the  Fauna  of  India.  The  greater  number  of  these  are  recorded  from  the 
hills  and  the  family  does  not  seem  to  have  been  much  collected  in  the 
plains. 

The  student  requiring  to  identify  species  should  consult  the  Fauna 
of  India  ;  the  sub-families  are  a  little  complex,  but  are  readily  grasped 
if  a  reference  collection  is  available  or  if  a  good  number  of  specimens 
representing  different  sub -families  can  be  compared;  in  the  Harpac- 
torinae,  the  absence  of  any  definite  keys  to  the  divisions  makes  the 
matter  confusing  but  with  patience  the  genus  can  be  made  out. 

Holoptilince. — Membrane  large,  extending  beyond  the  abdomen. 
Legs  and  antennae  with  long  hairs.  Holoptilus  is  the  only  one  of  the 
two  Indian  genera  likely  to  be  found  and  none  are  common. 

Emesince. — Anterior  coxae  long,  legs  raptorial  as  in  the  Mantidae. 
They  are  very  slender  insects,  with  long  legs  and  some  are  apterous. 
One  species,  allied  to  Myophanes ,  has  been  found  in  the  plains ;  the  long 
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legs,  the  long  delicate  wings  and  slender  body  give  it  an  appearance 
like  a  Tipulid  fly. 


with  one  long  spine  at  each  side  of  the  thorax. 


Tribelocephalince. — Tribelocephala  indica,  Wlk.,  a  dark  brown 
species,  is  occasionally  common  at  light.  It  is  a  flattened  insect,  about 
half  an  inch  long. 

Stenopodince . — Sastrapada  barensprungi ,  Stal.,  an  elongate  insect  of 
dry-grass  colour,  is  rarely  found  in  the  plains  of  Assam.  Oncocephalus 
is  represented  by  0.  annulipes ,  Stab,  and  other  species,  having  the  abdo¬ 
men  projecting  beyond  the  sides  of  the  hemelytra.  They  are  of  the 
same  dry-grass  colour  and  are  found  at  light  and  on  plants  in  the  fields. 
Salyavatince  comprise  twelve  species  practically  confined  to  the  hills. 

Acanthaspidince. — The  pretty  little  Reduvius  cincticrus,  Rent., 
brown  and  yellow,  represents  this  widespread  genus  in  the  plains. 
Acanthaspis  is  the  large  genus,  with  many  species  of  whose  distribution 
little  is  known.  A.  quinquespinosa,  Fabr.,  A.  flavipes,  Stab,  A. 
rugulosa,  Stab,  are  widely  spread  and  likely  to  be  found;  A.  rama,  Dist., 
and  the  small  A.  coranodes,  Stab,  are  common  in  some  localities 


700 


rhA&Ohota. 


These  insects  are  common  on  trees  and  under  loose  bark  ;  they  are 
nocturnal  in  habit  and  their  bite  is  to  be  feared.  All  are  warningly 
coloured,  are  protected  by  their  odour, 
and  probably  by  the  stout  spines  on 
the  thorax.  The  only  other  common 
insect  is  Conorhinus  rubrofasciatus,  de 
G.,  a  common  species  found  at  light. 

The  nymphs  of  this  species  are  spiny 
and  partially  covered  in  debris  which 
they  gather  ;  they  are  common  in  houses, 
living  in  dark  dusty  corners  and  pro¬ 
bably  preying  upon  the  smaller  forms  of 
household  insect  life.  Its  American  ally 
is  the  so-called  “  Kissing  Bug.” 

Piratince. — The  elongate  pronotum,  constricted  behind  the  middle, 
is  a  useful  character  in  distinguishing  this  group.  Ectomocoris  quadri- 


Fig.  466— Acanthaspis  ram  a. 


Fig.  468— Ectrychotes 

RISPAR.  X  3. 


Fig.  469— Pirates 
MUNRULCS.  X  3. 


Fig.  467— Pirates 

SANCTUS. 


gultatus ,  Fabr.,  and  E.  cordiger,  Stab,  are  the 
common  species  of  this  genus ;  they  are 
nocturnal  in  habit,  found  in  hiding  by  day 
and  have  an  intensely  painful  bite.  The  large  Pirates  are  readily  con¬ 
fused  differing  only  in  the  smaller  tibial  furrow  ;  P.  sanctus ,  Fabr.,  is 
a  common  form,  as  also  is  P.  lepturoidcs ,  Wolff. 

Echtrichodiince.— The  scutellum  terminates  in  two  broad  apical 
points.  Ectrychotes  dispar ,  Rent.,  and  E.  abbreviatus,  Reut.,  are  moder¬ 
ate  sized  insects  coloured  in  deep  blue  with  some  red  markings,  found 
under  leaves,  bark,  etc.  Physorhynchus  and  allied  genera  are  remarkable 
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in  having  the  wings  absent  in  the  females  or  in  both  sexes  ;  the  female  P. 
marginatus,  Rent.,  attains  a  length  of  one  and  a  half  inches.  None 
are  common  except  in  the  hills. 

Apiomerince.  -  Four  species  not  known 
in  India. 

Harpactorince. — Distinguished  by  the 
quadrangular  areole  at  the  base  of  the 
membrane.  Harpactor  costalis,  Stal.,  is 
the  commonest  Reduviid  seen  in  the 
fields  by  day,  a  red  and  black  active 
insect  that  runs  about  among  low  vege¬ 
tation.  It  is  predaceous  upon  the  Red 
Cotton  Bug,  Dysdercus  cingulatus,  which 
it  resembles  in  colouring.  H.  fuscipes, 
Fabr.,  is  also  found  but  has  not  the 
yellowish  stripes  on  the  sides  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  beneath.  H.  marginatus ,  Fabr., 
with  the  posterior  half  of  the  pronotum 
roughened,  is  common  in  the  Central 
Provinces.  Sycanus  versicolor ,  Dohrn,  is  not  uncommon,  a  striking 
red  and  black  form  with  the 
sides  of  the  abdomen  dilated. 

Cydnocoris  crocatus,  Stab,  is  a 
more  slender,  yellow  species, 
found  in  rice  fields.  Isyndus 
obscurus ,  Dalb,  though  a  hill 
form  from  Assam  is  worth 
note  as  it  closely  mimics  the 
common  Coreid  Elasmomia 
granulipes,  which  occurs  in 
the  same  localities.  Two  com¬ 
mon  forms  are  Coranus 
spiniscutis,  Rent.,  and  C. 
obscurus ,  Kby.,  small  incons¬ 
picuous  species  found  widely 
spread.  They  are  typically 
members  of  the  immense  fauna 


Fig.  470— Physorhynchus 
Marginatus,  Female. 
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of  the  soil  and  probably  prey  on  the  small  insects  that  abound  there. 
Scipinia  horrida,  Stab,  is  a  small  dull  insect,  the  head  and  prothorax 


Fig.  473— Prostemma 

FLAVOMAG’ULA- 
TUM.  X  3. 


spined  above,  found  far  more  widely  than  is  recorded.  So  also  is 
Irantha  consobrina,  Dist.,  recorded  only  from  the  Nilgiris ;  these  obscure 
Reduviids  have  been  scarcely  at  all  collected  save  in  the  hills  and  the 
plains  fauna  is  obviously  very  little  known. 

Nabidince. — The  rostrum  is  four-jointed,  not  three-jointed.  Pros¬ 
temma  carduelis,  Dohrn.,  is  the  common  representative  of  the  robuster 
forms  of  this  sub-family  ;  P.  flavomaculatum ,  Leth.,  is  also  found  in  grass 
among  fallen  leaves.  Nabis  capsiformis ,  Germ.,  is  the  very  abundant 
green  insect  found  in  grass  ;  it  turns  dull  ochraceous  when  dry,  while 
some  are  that  colour  in  dead  or  dry  grass.  This  abundant  little  insect 
has  been  observed  sucking  out  caterpillars. 

Ceratqcombid^:. 

Hemelytron  with  a  cuneus  and  embolium  ;  antennae  with  the  two  apical 
joints  long  and  slender ,  with  long  hairs . 

A  single  specimen  was  found  in  Burma  by  Signor  Fea,  described  as 
Crescentius  principatus,  Dist.,  in  the  Fauna  of  India.  Distant  writes 
of  the  group,  “  a  family  comprising  some  very  small  or  minute  species 
found  in  moss,  dead  leaves  and  similar  surroundings.” 

Cimicim:. — Bed  Bugs. 

By  F.  M.  Howlett. 

The  body  very  flattened ,  the  hemelytra  and  wings  practically  absent. 

The  general  flattened  appearance  and  dull  reddish  brown  colour  of 
Cimicidae  is  familiar  to  most  people.  The  rostrum  is  carried  in  a  groove 
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beneath  the  head  (fig.  473),  and  the  prothorax  is  well  developed  and 
sharply  separated  from  the  mesothorax,  its  hind  margin  being  straight 

in  C.  lectularius,  Linn.,  and 
rounded  in  C.  rotundatus, 
Sign.  (Fig.  474.) 

The  notorious  “bugs,” 
insects  far  too  abundant  in 
houses  in  India,  are  the  sole 
common  representatives  of 
this  family.  Their  origin  is 
obscure,  and  they  were 

Fig.  474— a.  Cimex  rotundatus  and  b.  C.  lfcc-  well-known  to  the  Greeks 
tularius.  {After  Patton.)  and  Romans  ;  it  is  possible 

that  the  insect  was  originally  a  parasite  of  birds  and  mammals,  and  in¬ 
cluded  man  in  its  hosts ;  it  is  now  not  confined  to  man,  but  has  other 
hosts.  Its  distribution  is  wide,  as  it  is  readily  carried  in  steamers  and 
can  survive  long  periods,  it  may  be  even  a  year,  without  food.  The  eggs 
are  laid  in  cracks  in  the  floor,  in  the  furniture,  or  in  any  convenient  posi¬ 
tion  to  which  the  female  can  obtain  access.  They  are  beautifully  shaped 
and  sculptured,  and  the  young  escape  by  around  door  at  one  end  about 
five  to  ten  days  after  they  are  laid.  The  young  (fig.  476)  are  similar  to 
the  adult,  but  smaller,  more  transparent,  and  less  darkly  coloured.  There 
are  probably  five  moults,  and  if 
the  insect  is  under  favourable 
conditions  where  it  can  get  blood 
easily,  the  whole  life-history  will 
probably  occupy  not  more  than 
two  months.  A  meal  of  blood 
seems  to  be  required  before  each 
moult  and  before  egg-laying,  and 
if  it  cannot  be  obtained  the  inter¬ 
val  between  the  moults  may  be 
very  greatly  prolonged.  When 
the  insect  wishes  to  suck  blood, 
it  injects  liquid  which  is  irritant  Fig.  475— Cimex  head  from  below. 
and  causes  a  flow  of  blood  to  the 

spot  on  which  it  gorges  itself.  Now  that  so  much  is  becoming  known 
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as  to  the  part  played  in  disseminating  disease  by  biting  insects,  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  this  ubiquitous  tormentor  may  be 

found  to  have  a  greater  importance  as  a 
disease-carrier  than  it  now  has  as  a  com¬ 
mon  household  nuisance,  and  it  has 
already  appeared  that  the  bite  consti¬ 
tutes  at  least  one  way  in  which  ‘ £  kala- 
azar’  ’  is  transmitted  from  man  to  man 
(Patton).  It  is  nocturnal  in  habits 
as  a  rule  but  is  active  at  all  times,  and 
the  bite  is  irritant  to  most  persons,  though 
repeated  inflictions  appear  to  confer  a 
certain  degree  of  immunity.  Travellers 
are  aware  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  insect 
in  reaching  its  prey  and  it  has  been  obser¬ 
ved  that  when  all  other  means  of  access 
failed,  it  went  to  the  ceiling  and  fell  on  its 
victim  from  that  position.  In  America 
cockroaches  and  small  red  ants  are  men¬ 
tioned  by  Marlatt  (U.  S.  Ent.,  Circular 
No.  47),  as  being  fond  of  eating  bugs, 
the  ants  in  particular  being  effective 
checks. 

In  some  countries,  fumigation  with  Hydrocyanic  acid  is  utilised  to 
free  railway  carriages  and  buildings  from  this  pest.  The  use  of  super¬ 
heated  steam  for  this  purpose  might  be  given  a  trial  in  this  country 
as  being  cheaper  and  less  troublesome.  Cleanliness,  washing  the  floor 
and  wooden  bedsteads  with  Crude  oil  emulsion,  the  use  of  pure 
pyrethrum  powder,  and  fumigation  with  sulphur  or  Hydrocyanic 
acid  are  the  only  means  generally  available  against  it.  The  leaves 
of  Pterospermum  acerifolium  are  used  in  India  as  a  preventive  of 
night  attacks. 

Two  species  attack  man  in  India,  Cimex  lectularius,  L.,  and  Cimex 
rotundatus,  Sign.  (C.  microcephalus,  Dist.)  (Patton,  Indian  Mus. 
Records). 
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Anthocorid^;. 

Hemelytra  with  an  embolium  and  a  cuneus.  Ocelli  present ;  third 
and  fourth  joints  of  antennae  not  twice  as  long  as  the  first  and 
second  together. 

This  family  includes  a  small  number  of  minute  insects  unlikely  to 
be  found  by  any  but  a  collector  of  small  Hemiptera  only.  Most  are 
dark-coloured  somewhat  flattened  insects  resembling  Capsidae,  with 
moderately  long  legs  and  antennae.  They  are  found  in  flowers  where 
they  appear  to  feed  on  pollen  and  Thrips.  Distant  enumerates  ten 
species  in  the  Fauna  of  India,  none  of  which  can  be  regarded  as  com¬ 
mon  insects  so  far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes. 

Triphleps  tantilus,  Motsch.,  is  probably  widely  spread  in  the  plains, 
a  small  black  insect  of  less  than  one-tenth  of  an  inch  long,  with  some 
resemblance  to  Oxycarcenus.  It  is  found  on  sunflower  and  other  green 
plants  during  the  rains. 

P  OLYCTENIDiE. 

One  remarkable  insect,  recorded  and  described  by  Waterhouse  from 
Secunderabad  is  the  sole  Indian  representative  of  the  family.  This  is 
Polyctenes  lyres,  Waterh.,  a  small  insect  found  upon  a  bat  on  which 
presumably  it  is  parasitic.  The  student  will  find  an  excellent  figure  in 
Distant’s  Fauna  of  India  volume.  It  will  readily  be  mistaken  for  a 
Nycteribiid,  and  is  so  regarded  by  some  authors  ;  it  is  elongate  and 
flattened,  with  the  head  in  two  portions,  the  hemelytra  much  reduced, 
and  the  upper  surface  of  the  body  with  minute  hairs.  The  three- 
jointed  proboscis  will  distinguish  it  from  other  similar  bat  parasites. 
This  and  other  bizarre  forms  of  insect  life  will  reward  the  collector 
who  will  systematically  investigate  the  probably  extensive  fauna  to 
be  found  on  living  bats. 

Capsids. 

Hemelytron  with  a  cuneus. 

The  above  is  the  distinctive  character  of  the  family,  combined  with 
the  absence  of  the  embolium  and  of  characters  marking  allied  families. 
The  species  composing  it  are  small  delicate  insects  of  dull  colouring  ; 
the  integument  is  less  firmly  chitinized  than  in  other  Rhynchota,  the  head 
is  distinct,  with  four- jointed  antennae  in  which  the  basal  joint  is  often 
JIL  45 
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CA'OCORIS  lineola- 
( After  Distant.) 


di'ated;  ocelli  are  present  in  some  species  and  eyes  are  well  developed; 
the  rostrum  is  four- jointed  and  more  or  less  closely  applied  to  the  under 
surface  of  the  body.  The  legs  are  moderately 
long  and  slender,  the  prothorax  usually  un¬ 
armed,  and  the  known  species  are  winged 
and  fly  readily.  They  bear  a  marked 
superficial  resemblance  to  small  beetles 
both  in  facies,  colouring  and  attitudes,  some 
leaping  as  the  Halticides  do. 

Little  is  known  of  their  life-history ;  the 
female  is  provided  with  an  ovipositor  used 
for  laying  eggs  in  the  tissues  of  plants.  The 
life-history  of  one  species,  Helopeltis  theivora, 

Waterh.,  is  known  in  detail,  and  the  student 
should  consult  the  increasing  literature  of 
this  insect  in  Ceylon  and  India.  (Green, 

Dudgeon,  Atkinson,  Mann,  Antram.)  Gallobellicus  crassicornis,  Disk, 
has  been  observed  to  lay  its  eggs  in  the  soft  tissues  of  young  shoots  of 
tobacco.  The  eggs  of  DispMnctus  jormosus ,  Kirk.,  have  been  described 
by  E.  E.  Green  (Entomologist,  1901,  p.  114).  Each  egg  is  laid  singly 
in  the  shoots,  and  bears  a  short  and  a  long  divergent  process  which  are 
exposed  and  not  embedded.  It  is  probable  that  all  lay  their  eggs  in 
the  tissues  of  plants  and  that  the  number  of  moults  will  be  the  normal 
number,  five  ;  the  full  life-history  of  one  at  least  in  the  plains  deserves 
to  be  worked  out.  Equally  little  is  known  as  to  hibernation,  and  the 
insects  are  not  common  enough  to  render  such  observations  easy. 

Capsidce  are  found  on  grass  and  low  vegetation  in  greatest  number 
and  are,  so  far  as  known  in  India,  wholly  vegetarian  (one  species  has 
been  observed  in  the  hills  feeding  on  the  excrement  of  birds).  This  is  not 
the  case  elsewhere  and  it  is  probable  that  in  India  also  predaceous  species 
will  be  found.  Besides  the  destructive  mosquito  blight  of  tea  {Helo¬ 
peltis  theivora ,  Waterh.),  several  are  destructive.  Calocoris  includes 
species  which  suck  the  soft  grain  of  the  big  millet  ( Andropogon  sorghum) 
in  South  India  and  elsewhere.  Disphinctus  includes  the  very  destructive 
species,  D.  politus ,  Wlk.,  that  attacks  the  betel  vine  ( Piper  betel)  and  one 
( D .  humeralis,  Wlk.),  that  attacks  cinchona.  Others  are  very  likely  to 
be  found  as  pests. 
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The  fauna  includes  115  species  and  others  have  been  added  since 
(Entomologist,  1909,  p.  58). 

The  family  is  divided  into  three  sub-families  : — 

Mirince. — Head  longitudinally  grooved  or  anteriorly  excavated. 

Cap  since. — Head  not  grooved.  Ocelli  absent. 

Isometopince. — Head  not  grooved.  Ocelli  present. 

Mirince. — A  small  dull  greenish  form  found  abundantly  in  grass, 
occurs  in  the  plains,  Megalocercea  dohertyi,  Dist.  A  commoner  insect  is 
Megaccelum  stramineum ,  Wlk.,  a  dry-grass-coloured  insect  found  abun¬ 
dantly  on  crops  and  low  vegetation.  This  or  other  species  of  the  genus 
will  probably  be  found  everywhere  in  the  plains  in  the  rains,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  are  to  some  extent  destructive.  Helopeltis  is  strictly 
a  hill  genus,  but  R.  M.  Dixon  states  that  H.  antonii ,  Sign.,  feeds  on 
Cucurbit acece  in  Bombay. 

Capsince. — Disphinctus  is  placed  in  this  sub -family  and  includes  five 
hill  species,  all  recorded  as  to  some  extent  injuring  plants.  Disphinctus 


Fig.  478.— Disphinctus  humer 
alts.  (  A  fter  Distant  ) 


Fig.  479.— Halticus  mtnutus. 
{After  Distant.) 


politus,  Wlk.,  is  responsible  for  serious  damage  to  betel  vine  in  Kanara 
and  Bassein  (Thana),  puncturing  the  leaves  which  decay  and  are  then 
worthless.  Calocoris  angustatus,  Leth.,  was  described  from  specimens 
found  attacking  cholum  ( Andropogon  sorghum)  in  South  India  ;  this  or 
allied  species  are  responsible  for  wide  destruction  in  some  seasons. 
P oeciloscytus  longicornis,  Rent.,  is  a  tiny  black  species  found  on  vegeta¬ 
tion  and  probably  widespread  if  looked  for.  Gallobellicus  crassicornis, 
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Dist.,  is  a  small  narrow  dry-grass  species  (green  when  alive),  which 
sometimes  occurs  in  great  numbers  on  weeds  or  cultivated  plants. 
R.  M.  Dixon  found  it  a  garden  pest  in  Bombay,  and  in  Pusa  it  has 
been  found  infesting  tobacco  and  breeding  on  it.  Halticus  minutus, 
Reut.,  is  apparently  so-called  from  the  resemblance  to  a  Halticid  beetle  ; 
it  is  a  small  dark  shining-black  bug,  which  has  been  observed  by  E.  E. 


Fig.  480— Gtallobellicus  orassicornis  ;  antenna 
BELOW.  (I.  M.  N.) 


Green  to  leap  like  a  flea  beetle,  thus  completing  the  resemblance.  It  has 
been  found  in  the  plains  of  India. 

Isometopince. “  They  are  minute  insects  and  require  special  search 
and  collecting.”  This  is  Distant’s  remark;  he  lists  7  species  from 
Cevlon  and  Burmah. 


PELOGONIDJS. 
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This  division  includes  the  truly  aquatic  forms,  as  distinct  from  the 
land  forms  and  those  living  on  the  surface  of  water.  Apart  from  the  mere 
enumeration  of  species,  practically  nothing  has  been  done  to  investigate 
these  insects,  and  there  is  a  very  large  field  open  to  an  investigator  in 
almost  any  part  of  the  plains.  They  have  probably  no  economic 
importance  whatever,  and  the  study  of  these  insects  even  in  Europe  and 
the  United  States  is  very  little  advanced. 

Pelogonim;. — (Galgulidce). 

Body  short  and  broad  ;  head  very  broad  with  prominent  eyes  ;  ocelli 
present.  Posterior  legs  thin,  formed  for  running. 

A  family  containing  but  four  recorded  species  in  India,  one  at  least 
of  which  is  probably  very  widely  spread  over  the  plains.  These  insects 
are  of  small  to  moderate  size,  the  body  broad 
and  flat,  the  head  broad  with  prominent  eyes, 
the  posterior  legs  not  formed  for  swimming,  but 
for  running  or  leaping.  Pelogonus  marginatus, 
Latr.,  has  been  found  on  the  mud  on  the  banks  of 
streams  ;  it  is  an  active  little  insect  of  a  dull  colour, 
with  small  ochreous  spots ;  when  approached  it 
leaps  vigorously,  alighting  some  distance  off  and 
lying  flat  on  the  mud.  It  is  most  readily  captured 
by  being  chased  to  the  water  when  it  leaps  in,  and 
is  for  the  moment  helpless.  Mononyx  includes 
rather  larger  insects  of  a  rather  brownish 
colour  and  roughened  above  ;  the  forelegs  are  raptorial,  the  femur 
dilated,  the  tarsus  single  jointed.  Three  species  are  recorded  from 
Burmah,  Sikhim  and  Assam  ;  more  remain  to  be  captured  probably. 
Nothing  appears  to  be  on  record  as  to  the  habits  of  these  insects  ; 
Mononyx  indicus,  Atk.,  is  not  uncommon  in  Assam  and  Sikhim,  where 
it  is  found  on  grass  paths,  on  the  soil  and  under  stones,  as  well  as  on 
hard  roads ;  it  is  not  aquatic  and  is  possibly  predaceous  on  small 
insects. 

Pelogonus  marginatus,  Latr.,  has  been  observed  to  suck  a  helpless 
insect  on  the  surface  of  the  stream  near  the  margin  and  the  structure  of 
the  legs  of  Mononyx  would  indicate  that  it  has  somewhat  similar  habits. 


Fig.  481.— Pelogonus 
MARGINATUS.  X  5. 
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Nepim:. 

Abdomen  with  a  long  (retractile)  process  ;  antennce  three-jointed  ;  fore¬ 
legs  inserted  on  disk  of  anterior  margin  of  prosternum. 

Among  insects  found  in  shallow  fresh  water,  the  “Water  Scorpions’5 
are  at  once  recognisable.  They  are  flattened  insects  of  dingy  colour,  the 
body  elongate  with  nearly  parallel  sides  ; 
the  anterior  legs  are  very  conspicuous, 
being  raptorial  in  something  the  same 
way  as  those  of  a  mantis.  The  antennse 
are  short  and  concealed ;  the  rostrum  is 
short  and  powerful;  the  eyes  are  well 
developed ;  the  hemelytra  cover  the  body 
and  wings,  and  there  are  two  long  apical 
filaments  which  serve  as  a  tube  for  con¬ 
ducting  air  under  the  hemelytra  and  so 
to  the  spiracles.  These  insects  are  found 
in  water,  which  they  rarely  leave  until 
migration  to  a  fresh  locality  becomes 
necessary.  They  are  believed  to  be  wholly 
predaceous  on  other  aquatic  insects.  None 
are  known  to  have  been  reared  in  India, 
and  but  little  is  known  of  their  habits 
anywhere.  Eggs  are  said  to  be  laid  in 
aquatic  plants  and  floating  stems,  and  are 
provided  with  a  number  of  filaments  at 
one  end  (2  in  Ranatra,  7  in  Nepa),  to  facilitate  respiration. 

The  eggs  of  a  species  of  Laccotrephes  have  been  found  in  the  leaf  of 
Nelumbium  speciosum  ;  they  are  about  2  m.m.  long,  cylindrical,  with  one 
end  rounded,  the  other  end  truncate  ;  the  rim  of  the  truncate  end  bears 
long  straight  spines,  set  radially  at  right  angles  to  the  long  axis  of  the 
egg  ;  there  are  14  in  some  eggs,  15  in  others.  The  spines  measure  nearly 
2  m.m.  in  length.  These  eggs  are  placed  through  the  leaf,  so  that  only 
the  spines  and  flat  end  appear  above,  while  the  egg  projects  below  into 
the  water  ;  the  spines  hold  the  egg,  lying  flat  on  the  upper  surface  of  the 
leaf.  On  hatching,  the  egg  breaks  from  the  disc  and  spines,  and  the 
nymph  emerges  through  the  wide  opening  into  the  water  direct.  The 


Fig.  48*2.— Laccotrephes 

MACULATUS.  X  2. 
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young  nymph  has  a  process  at  the  hind  end,  which  projects  beyond  the 
abdomen,  and  the  tip  of  which  constantly  rests  on  the  surface  of  the 


Fig.  483.— Laccotrephes  sp.  egg.  x  10.  nymph. 

water  ;  this  process  consists  of  two  incomplete  tubes,  open  below  along 
their  line  of  junction,  and  leading  to  the  ventral  surface  of  the  abdomen  ; 
air  is  contained  and  held  in  them  and  passes  along  the  body  below,  on 
each  side,  so  that  air  is  in  connection  with  the  spiracles  and  the  atmos¬ 
phere  above  the  water.  The  nymphs  were  fed  on  fly  maggots  which  they 
held  in  the  forelegs  and  sucked  out.  All  died  at  or  before  the  last  moult ; 
the  length  of  the  syphon  increased  at  each  moult,  and  the  wing  lobes 
appeared  at  the  second  moult,  there  being  five  in  all. 

Distant  records  three  genera  and  eleven  species 
as  Indian,  but  this  number  may  be  expected  to 
be  increased.  Laccotrephes  is  the  Indian  form  of 
Nepa,  the  broader  flatter  insect  in  which  the  coxae 
are  short,  the  tibia  and  tarsus  working  against 
the  grooved  femur.  There  are  three  species :  L. 
rohustus,  Stab,  the  largest,  in  which  the  abdomen 
above  is  sanguineous  ;  L.  ruber,  Linn.,  smaller,  the 
abdomen  above  reddish  orange  ;  and  L.  maculatus, 
Fabr.,  the  smallest,  in  which  the  abdomen  above 
is  dusky.  The  two  last  are  common  throughout 
the  plains. 

Fig.  484.  —Ranatra  Ranatra  and  Cercotmetus  are  both  very  narrow, 
the  coxae  much  developed  and  long;  Ranatra 
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alone  is  common  in  the  plains  with  six  species,  two  of  which  are  wide¬ 
spread  in  India.  R.  elongata,  Fabr.,  is  the  larger  (44  m.m.),  a  dull  grey- 
brown  insect  with  long  respiratory  filaments  ;  R.  filiformis,  Fabr.,  is 
browner  and  smaller  (26  m.m.).  It  is  likely  that  the  smallest  species,  R. 
sordidula,  Dohrn.,  will  also  be  found  as  it  is  known  from  Calcutta. 

Naucorid^e. 

Posterior  tibice  spinulose.  .Antennce  four-jointed.  Forelegs  inserted 
on  disk  of  anterior  margin  of  prosternum. 

A  small  family  of  insects  of  which  practically  nothing  is  known  in 
India.  They  are  readily  distinguished  by  the  characters  given,  are  of 


Fig.  485— Cheirochela  assamensis,  on 

RIGHT,  HEAD  FROM  BELOW. 

( From  Hope.) 


moderate  to  small  size  and  of  dull  colour.  The  head  is  more  or  less 
deeply  sunk  in  the  thorax,  the  antennae  are  concealed,  the  eyes  well 
developed.  The  forelegs  are  raptorial,  the  poster  or  legs  formed  .for 
swimming.  All  are  flattened,  oval  in  outline,  compactly  built  and 
evidently  swimming  insects.  The  hemelytra  cover  the  wings  and  body, 
and  act  as  air-holders. 

Nothing  is  on  record  as  to  their  habits  and  life-history.  Distant 
describes  six  genera  and  fourteen  species  divided  among  three  sub-fami¬ 
lies.  Judging  from  the  recorded  distribution  of  these  species  and  the 
paucity  of  specimens  in  collections,  we  may  for  the  present  conclude  that 
none  are  common  in  the  plains  or  likely  to  be  found  there  until  some 
are  actually  found  in  more  than  one  locality.  We  figure  the  delightful 
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little  Cheirochela  assamensis ,  Ho.,  known  from  two  localities  in  Assam 
and  Burmah.  Gestroiella ,  Diaphorocoris ,  Heleocoris ,  Ctenipocoris  and 
Thurselinus  are  the  remaining  genera. 

Belostomim;. 

Posterior  tibice  flattened ,  with  swimming  hairs.  Antennae  of  four  joints  ; 
forelegs  inserted  in  the  disk  of  anterior  margin  of  prosternum. 

This  family  includes  the  largest  bug  known,  the  flat  brown 
Belostoma  (fig.  486),  which  comes  to  the  search-lights  on  the  Assam 

river  steamers  and  is  probably 
familiar  to  all  who  travel  there. 
It  also  includes  species  of  more 
moderate  size.  All  are  flattened, 
formed  for  swimming,  with  pre¬ 
daceous  forelegs  and  swimming 
hind  legs  ;  there  are  short  abdom¬ 
inal  appendages  to  conduct 
the  air  to  a  band  of  pubescence 
passing  laterally  round  the  lower 
surface  of  the  abdomen.  The 
head  is  a  little  produced  in  front 
and  bears  a  short  powerful  beak. 
Little  is  known  of  their  trans¬ 
formations  or  habits  ;  for  long  it 
has  been  known  that  in  some 
forms  the  eggs  were  carried  on 
the  back  ;  they  are  fastened  to 
the  hemelytra  as  shown  in 
figures.  In  one  American  species 
Fig.  486— Belostoma  indica.  the  male  is  stated  to  carry  the 

eggs.  That  this  is  the  case  also 
with  SphcerodemM  molestum ,  Duf.,  we  have  proved  by  dissection  of  egg¬ 
bearing  individuals.  In  the  case  of  this  species  also  the  young  have 
been  observed  to  hatch  from  the  eggs  and  live  in  captivity  ;  they  are 
similar  in  shape  to  the  parent  and  the  spiracles  are  on  the  edge  of  a 
band  of  pubescence  which  passes  along  the  ventral  side  of  the  abdomen 
and  holds  air  ;  this  divided  pubescent  band  passes  to  the  hind  end  of 
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the  body,  where  are  two  pubescent  processes  and  the  little  insect  hangs 
obliquely  at  the  surface  when  it  wants  air.  The  young  were  predaceous 
on  small  insects  and  all  of  the  family  are  probably  predaceous  at  all 
stages. 

Three  genera  are  recorded  as  Indian.  Nectocoris  contains  one  N. 
siolii,  Mayr.,  from  Burma.  Sphcerodema  contains  three,  S,  annulatum, 


Fig.  487.— Sphcerodema 

MOLESTUM,  MALE,  CARRY¬ 
ING  EGGS.  X  2. 

Fabr.,  which  is  broad,  S.  rusticum,  Fabr., 
narrower  with  short  anterior  claws  and 
S.  molestum ,  Duf.,  which  is  narrow  but 
with  longer  tarsal  claws  in  front.  The 
first  of  these  appears  to  be  the  most 
common. 

Belostoma  is  the  only  genus  of  large 
insects,  with  but  two  recorded  Indian 
species.  It  is  found  at  light  and  requires 
to  be  handled  with  very  great  care  as 
its  puncture  is  poisoned  and  painful.  B. 
indicum,  Lep.  et  Serv.,  is  the  common  species,  the  second  {B.  Deyrollei  ; 
Vuill.,)  being  known  only  from  the  Brahmaputra. 

Mr.  Herbert  Manners  has  observed  that  B.  indica  feeds  upon  the 
common  Indian  toad  ( Bufo  melanostictus)  ;  it  grips  the  young  toads 
that  are  on  the  surface  of  ponds  and  grasping  them  tightly,  works  round 
underneath,  till  the  beak  can  be  inserted  between  the  toad’s  hind  legs, 
the  apex  of  the  abdomen  of  the  bug  being  towards  the  toad’s  head.  The 
toad  appears  to  be  unable  to  struggle  and  becomes  flabby.  He  also 


Fig.  488.— Sphcerodema  molestum, 

NYMPH,  FIRST  AND  SECOND 
INSTARS.  X  5. 


NOTON  ECTIDiE. 
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observed  that  small  fish  are  eaten.  E.  E.  Green  in  Ceylon  observed 
the  eggs  to  be  laid  under  water  in  an  aquarium  (Entomologist,  1901, 


Fig.  489.  —Eggs  of  belostoma  indica.  x  1. 

p,  113).  The  eggs  of  this  species  are  laid  in  clusters  on  the  stems  of 
plants  growing  at  the  edge  of  water,  so  that  the  emerging  nymphs  can 
fall  into  mud.  They  are  large  pear-shaped  eggs,  the  mass  forming  a 
very  conspicuous  object. 

Notonectim;. 

Forelegs  inserted  on  posterior  margin  of  prosternum.  Rostrum 
free,  three  to  four  jointed. 

This  family  is  very  closely  allied  to  the  next  and  with  it,  at  once 
distinguishable  from  all  others  when  seen  in  the  water.  The  point  of 
difference  is  that  these  swim  “  upside  down,  ”  i.e .,  on  their  backs 
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while  Corixidce  swim  in  the  reverse  manner.  The  body  is  convex  and  not 
battened  ;  the  eyes  are  large,  the  head  sunk  in  the  thorax,  the  body 


Fig.  490— Enithares  temple- 
TONT.  X  5. 


Fig.  491— Micronecta 

STRIATA.  X  6. 

formed  for  swimming.  The  beak  is  short 
and  stout ;  the  forelegs  are  formed  for 
grasping,  the  posterior  legs  for  swim¬ 
ming.  Air  is  taken  under  the  elytra  and 
these  insects  come  to  the  surface  periodi¬ 
cally.  Nothing  appears  to  be  known  as  to  the  habits  of  Indian  species  ; 
they  are  probably  predaceous  and  some  are  sufficiently  common  in 
freshwater  tanks.  The  eggs  are  said  to  be  inserted  into  the  stems  of 
plants. 

Distant  mentions  fourteen  species  in  the  following  genera  :  Noto- 
necta  (2),  Enithares  (5),  Anisops  (3),  Plea  (4).  The  actual  distribution 
in  India  of  these  insects  appears  to  be  unknown. 

CORIXIDiE. 

Forelegs  inserted  on  the  posterior  margin  of 
the  prosternum.  Rostrum  concealed , 
apparently  unjointed. 

Like  the  last  but  flattened,  the  scutellum 
small,  the  forelegs  short.  There  are  but  three 
recorded  species  from  India,  of  whose  life- 
history  and  habits  very  little  is  known. 

Corixa  hieroglyphica ,  Duf.,  is  probably 
widespread  and  occurs  also  over  Northern 
Asia,  Europe  and  America.  It  is  abundant 
in  tanks  in  the  plains,  swimming  actively  and  periodically  returning  to 
the  surface  for  its  air  supply.  Micronecta  (Sigara),  striata ,  Freb.,  is 


Fig.  492— Corixa  hiero¬ 
glyphica.  x  5. 


HOMOPTERA. 
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also  probably  common,  while  one  other  species  is  recorded  from 
Ceylon. 

HOMOPTERA. 

The  front  of  the  head  is  bent  so  as  to  be  in  contact  with  the  fore 
coxae.  The  tegmina  are  of  one  consistence  throughout 
and  lie  over  the  abdomen  at  an  angle. 

While  there  is  little  doubt  that  from  the  field  naturalist’s  point  of 
view  there  should  be  at  least  nine  families  in  this  sub-order,  on  structural 


Fig.  493— 1,  2,  Oioadidae.  Three  ocelli  on  vertex.  3,  4,  Fulgoridse.  Two  ocelli  beneath 
or  near  the  eyes ;  Antennae  beneath  the  eyes.  5,  6.  Membracidae.  Antennae 
in  front  of  and  between  eyes ;  Ocelli  between  the  eyes.  7,  8,  9.  Cercopidae. 
Ocelli  on  vertex.  Cluster  of  spinules  at  apex  of  tibia.  10,  11,  12.  Jassid.  Ocelli 
in  line  with  front  of  eyes  ;  Double  row  of  spines  beneath  posterior  tibiae. 


grounds  authorities  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  number  of  families.  We 
would  divide  the  sub-order  into  two,  keeping  the  old  division  Phytophthires 
for  the  last  four  families  which  are  so  sharply  distinct  in  habits. 


' Cicadidce . 
Fulgoridae. 

Membracidce. 

Homoptera.  4 

j  Cercopidae. 

I 

!  Jassidce. 


Three  ocelli  on  vertex. 

Ocelli  two,  placed  beneath  or  very  near 
the  eyes,  not  on  the  vertex.  Antennae 
beneath  the  eyes. 

Ocelli  two,  between  the  eyes.  Antennae 
in  front  of  eyes.  Prothorax  prolonged 
backwards. 

Ocelli  two,  on  vertex.  Hind  tibiae  with 
stout  teeth,  and  with  short  spines  at 
the  tip. 

Ocelli  two,  on  front  margin  or  frons. 

Hind  tibiae  with  a  double  row  of  spines. 
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Psyllidce. 


Phytophthires 


Aphidce 


Aleurodidce. 
Coccidce . 


The  wings  at  an  angle  over  the  body, 
two  pairs.  Three  ocelli,  long  thin 
antennae. 

Siphons  usually  present.  Often  wing¬ 
less.  Wings  held  erect,  hyaline. 

Wings  four,  mealy,  opaque. 

Female  wingless,  male  usually  winged 
with  one  pair  of  wings  only. 


ClCADIDiE. 

Three  ocelli  in  a  triangle  on  the  vertex.  Tarsi  with  three- 
joints.  Male  with  a  musical  apparatus. 

The  Cicadas  are  the  largest  insects  of  the  Homoptera,  with  an  expanse 
of  one  to  several  inches.  They  are  readily  recognised  by  the  ocelli 
if  not  at  once  from  the  general 
form.  The  head  is  well  develop¬ 
ed,  with  short  antennae  consisting 
of  a  bristle  set  on  a  basal  joint. 

The  wings  are  large,  often  col¬ 
oured  and  lie  at  an  angle  over  the 
abdomen.  The  eyes  are  well 
developed,  as  is  the  beak  which 
lies  under  the  head  ;  the  thorax 
is  well  developed,  the  mesonotum 
large  and  conspicuous.  The  ab¬ 
domen  is  broadly  joined  to  the 
thorax  ;  the  female  has  a  distinct 
ovipositor  ;  the  male  has  the  base 
of  the  abdomen  modified  to  form 
sound  producing  organs,  with 
more  or  less  distinct  external  flaps  which  are  valuable  for  the  discrimina¬ 
tion  of  species.  The  legs  offer  no  peculiarities  and  are  formed  for  clinging 
while  the  empodium  is  absent. 

Very  little  is  known  as  to  the  life-history  of  Indian  species.  The 
eggs  of  some  foreign  species  are  known  to  be  laid  in  bark.  The  nymphs 
have  been  found,  at  the  roots  of  plants  and  in  termites’  nests,  but  no¬ 
thing  is  known  of  their  habits  in  India.  When  full  grown,  the  nymphs 
come  up  from  the  ground,  fix  themselves  on  a  plant,  and  the  adult 


Fig.  494.  — COSMOPS  A  LTRI A  SA  TTJR  AT  A  , 
Thorax  and  head  above  ;  apex  of 
abdomen  of  female  below. 
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emerges.  These  empty  skins  are  a  common  feature  in  the  hills. 
(Fig.  495).  The  length  of  the  life-history  is  unknown,  though  one 


Fig.  495.— (JOSMOPSALTRIA  NATURATA.  NYMPH. 

American  species  is  known  to  live  seventeen  years,  the  imago  only 
appearing  for  one  summer,  the  nymphs  living  for  sixteen  years. 


Fig.  496.— Platyplrura  mackinxoni. 


Cicadas  are  dependent  upon 
trees  for  food,  so  far  as  is 
known,  and  occur  most  abun¬ 
dantly  in  forests  and  well- 
wooded  moist  localities.  The 
imagos  certainly  suck  the  sap 
of  trees  and  are  so  coloured 
as  to  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  see  when  on  tree  bark.  They 
are  known  best  for  the  ex¬ 
tremely  shrill  sustained  sounds 
produced  by  the  males,  a  sound 
which  has  no  rival  except  in 
the  steam  whistle.  After  a 
shower  the  noise  is  deafening 
if  one  is  in  a  forest  with  many 
Cicadas  and  the  kind  of  noise 
produced  varies  immensely 
with  the  different  species.  The 
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sound  appears  to  come  from  all  round  and  is,  unless  one  has  much  practice, 
extremely  difficult  to  locate.  The  sound  is  produced  by  the  vibration 
of  a  tense  membrane  situated  in  the  base  of  the  thorax  ;  there  is  a  muscle 
attached  to  it  which  is  supposed  to  produce  vibrations,  which  are 
believed  to  be  magnified  by  other  membranes  and  by  the  operculum.  A 
conspicuous  feature  of  the  process  is  the  vibration  of  the  abdomen 
which  produces  the  trill,  as  apart  from  the  vibration  of  the  membrane 
producing  the  usual  shrill  high  note.  We  confess  to  being  unable  to 
follow  the  descriptions  of  the  mechanism  as  given  by  authors  and  it  is 
not  quite  clear  how  the  volume  of  sound  is  produced.  The  object  of 
the  sound  is  a  mystery  though,  as  it  occurs  only  in  the  males  ;  it 
may  be  sexual  or  simply  a  diversion  for  the  males  which  have  no 
egg-laying  to  do. 

Cicadas  are  rare  in  the  plains  and  but  few  species  occur  there  ;  they 
are  characteristic  of  moist  subtropical  India  ;  it  is  unnecessary,  therefore, 
to  discuss  the  classification  in  detail.  Distant’s  volume  III  of  Rhyn- 
chota  in  the  Fauna  of  India  enumerates  148  species  as  Indian,  divided 
into  three  sub -families.  The  only  species  apparently  really  common 
outside  hill  localities  is  Platypleura  octoguttata,  Fabr.,  found  in  the  hills 
and  in  the  plains.  P.  mackinnoni ,  Dist.,  is  found  in  Behar. 


SONG  IN  INSECTS. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  sounds  heard  in  the  field  are  produced  by 
insects  and,  while  the  motive  that  induces  sound  production  is  not 
always  known,  it  is  probably  connected  with  sex,  with  simple  forms  of 
signalling  and  alarm  giving,  with  protection  from  enemies,  and  finally 
with  the  simple  expression  of  the  emotions.  The  majority  of  the  sounds 
heard  are  connected  with  sex,  but  it  is  by  no  means  clear  to  what  motive  to 
attribute  the  loud  continuous  song  of  the  Cicada,  the  most  prominent 
of  all  insect  noises. 

Sound  is  produced  in  insects  almost  always  by  the  friction  of  one 
hard  part  of  the  integument  against  another.  When  one  considers  the 
hardness  and  beautiful  jointing  of  the  segments,  the  complexity  and 
position  of  the  limbs  and  wings,  it  is  easy  to  realise  that  no  very  great 
structural  modifications  are  required  to  enable  one  plate  to  rub  against 
another  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  rhythmical  vibration.  In  a  few 
species,  sound  is  produced  in  other  ways,  by  modifications  of  the  spiracles 
so  that  the  movement  of  the  contained  air  may  cause  vibration,  by 
mechanism  connected  with  the  wings  and  their  vibration  or  by  special 
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musical  organs  with  specially  adapted  muscles.  We  cannot  in  this  place 
deal  exhaustively  with  such  a  subject  nor  even  discuss  the  extremely 
interesting  Indian  songsters  more  than  extremely  briefly ;  the  curious 
reader  will  find  fuller  details  in  the  papers  mentioned. 

Acridiidce  do  make  sounds  but,  in  our  experience,  only  rarely.  We 
have  never  heard  the  migratory  locust  make  a  sound,  and  after  prolonged 
observation  we  learnt  that  only  when  in  the  act  of  mating  does  the 
Bombay  locust  emit  a  feeble  chirp,  produced  in  the  usual  manner  by 
rubbing  the  hind  femur  against  the  tegmen.  It  is  rare  that  Acridiidce 
make  sounds  in  any  other  way.  (See  Autarches.)  Far  more  noisy  in 
India  are  the  Locustidce,  some  species  of  which  keep  up  a  shrill  noise  in 
grass  while  others  make  noises  of  various  kinds  in  trees.  In  the  Locus¬ 
tidce,  the  male  has  the  base  of  the  tegmina  flattened,  that  of  the  upper 
(right  one)  with  a  sharp  point  which  works  on  a  file  on  the  lower  (left)  ; 
as  the  wings  are  moved,  the  vibration  is  set  up,  its  pitch  and  intensity 
determined  by  the  length  and  tension  of  the  tegmen,  and  so  a  note 
produced.  Conocephalus  indicus  is  probably  the  species  most  commonly 
heard,  its  shrill  note  in  the  grass  always  appearing  to  be  a  little  distance 
off  but  never  in  any  one  definite  direction.  Gryllidce  are  often  trouble¬ 
some  from  the  shrillness  and  persistency  of  their  song  ;  the  sound  is 
produced  by  the  vibration  of  the  forewings  on  the  hind  wings  and  one 
can  see  the  wings  and  tegmina  in  a  state  of  vibration  when  the  insect 
is  engaged  in  song.  The  large  Brachytrypes  achatinus  makes  a  sound 
which  is  extremely  powerful  and,  when  close,  almost  unbearable.  It  is 
the  loudest  songster  in  the  plains  where  Cicadas  are  scarce. 

Dragon  flies  are  said  to  produce  sounds  by  a  process  in  the  large 
trachea  being  thrown  into  vibration  by  the  passage  of  the  air,  but  we 
are  not  aware  that  this  has  been  noted  in  Indian  species. 

Among  Hvmenoptera,  Mutilla  squeaks  by  the  friction  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  segments,  Lohopelta,  Sima  and  other  ants  by  friction  of  the 
peduncle  and  basal  abdominal  segments,  and  bees  (by  the  vibration  of 
the  wing  if  this  can  be  called  a  sound  and)  by  mechanism  connected 
with  the  respiratory  system,  whereby  the  hum  heard  in  a  bee-hive 
is  said  to  be  produced. 

In  beetles,  sound-production  occurs  in  both  sexes,  as  well  as  in 
some  larvae,  and  there  are  excellent  accounts  of  the  mechanism  in 
different  beetles.  Anohium  is  said  to  tap  with  its  head  ;  the  friction 
of  the  jaws  of  some  longicorn  larvae  in  dry  wood  is  quite  audible  in 
some  cases.  Gahan  describes  stridulating  organs  in  almost  every  part 
of  the  body  in  beetles  ;  perhaps  the  most  familiar  instances  are  those 
large  Cerambycid  beetles  (such  as  Batocera  rubra)  in  which  the  hind 
edge  of  the  pronotum  rubs  on  a  file  on  the  mesonotum.  The  reader 
should  consult  Gahan’ s  article  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc,  Bond.  1900,  p.  433) 
and  Arrow’s  article  on  “  Sound  Production  in  the  Lamellicorn 
Beetles.”  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.  Bond.  1904,  p.  709.)  It  is  worth  noting 
that  in  Coleoptera,  the  stridulating  organs  commonly  occur  in  both 
iil  46 
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sexes  and  not,  as  in  some  groups,  in  the  males  alone.  Among  moths,  our 
common  death’s  head  ( Acherontia  styx ,  Westw.)  produces  a  sound  by 
the  friction  of  the  palpi  and  the  proboscis.  This  is  stated  to  occur  also 
in  other  species.  A  Sphingid  larva  common  in  the  hills  also  produces 
a  hissing  sound  on  being  touched  ;  this  is  probably  protective,  just  as 
the  bizarre  spots  on  these  larvae  are. 

Shipley  and  Wilson  have  described  a  sound-producing  organ  which 
is  found  on  the  wing  of  the  mosquito  Anopheles  maculipennis ,  Meig.  At 
the  base  of  the  wing  is  a  movable  bar  bearing  teeth,  which  engage 
against  ridges  on  another  slightly  movable  bar  ;  the  vibration  of  the 
wing  produces  movement  of  the  teeth  against  the  ridges,  causing  rapid 
vibration  ;  the  note  is  ordinarily  constant  in  pitch  but  rises  as  the  wing 
is  shortened.  (Trans.  Roy.  Soc.  Edin.  XL,  pt.  11,  No.  13,  1902.) 

Lowne  states  that  the  common  blowfly,  as  some  other  Diptera, 
emits  sound  through  the  large  thoracic  spiracles.  Amongst  Hemiptera, 
besides  the  stridulation  of  Tessaratoma  papillosa,  Thunb.,  we  find 
that  certain  Reduviids  can  emit  sounds  ;  Corixa  emits  musical  chirps, 
produced  by  the  friction  of  the  forelegs  on  the  beak. 

Finally  the  Cicadas  are  notorious  for  their  voices,  the  males  singing 
constantly.  Their  song  is  produced  by  a  tense  membrane  to  which  is 
attached  a  muscle,  which  throws  the  membrane  into  vibration  ;  the  vi¬ 
brations  are  intensified  by  other  resonant  membranes  and  by  the  leaf¬ 
like  lobes  on  the  ventral  surface.  It  is  said  that  the  peculiar  diminu¬ 
tion  and  intensification  of  the  sound  heard  in  some  South  Indian  species 
(and  which  is  exactly  like  that  of  the  watchman’s  wooden  rattle  used  at 
the  boatraces  at  Cambridge)  is  produced  by  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  aperture  at  the  base  of  the  abdomen. 

Finally  we  may  remark  that  it  is  probable  that  many  insects  produce 
sounds  unheard  by  us,  since  our  ear  will  not  record  vibrations  of  more 
than  a  definite  rapidity.  Observations  on  a  number  of  insects  have 
shown  that  in  some  cases  there  are  auditory  organs  m  species  whose  song 
has  not  been  heard,  and  that  in  others  the  movement  necessary  to 
produce  song  can  be  perceived  but  no  sound  is  heard.  This  is  the  case 
with  one  of  our  common  crickets  ;  we  have  frequently  seen  its  wings  in 
vibration  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  of  Brachytrypes  achatinus,  but  we 
can  only  hear  the  sound  produced  by  the  latter.  It  is  possible  that 
investigation  of  the  anatomy  of  insects  will  reveal  auditory  and  sound- 
producing  apparatus  in  a  greater  number  than  are  at  present  known. 

Fulgorid^e. 

Ocelli  usually  two ,  placed  in  cavities  beneath  the  eyes  ;  antennae 
of  two  joints  and  a  bristle,  placed  beneath  the  eyes. 

This  is  the  largest,  if  not  the  most  important,  family  of  Homoptera 
occurring  in  the  plains  and  it  includes  a  considerable  variety  of  forms. 
A  number  are  large  brightly  coloured  moth-like  forms  which  fly  by  day 
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and  are  warningly  or  cryptically  coloured ;  a  large  number  more  are  small 
dull  coloured  insects  found  in  grass  and  forming  an  important  part  of 
the  fauna  of  pasture  ;  while  a  small  number  of  insufficiently  known  forms 
live  on  the  roots  of  grasses  or  other  plants,  in  the  soil.  The  structure  is 
immensely  varied  and  in  few  other  groups  is  such  a  variety  of  forms 
equalled.  The  head  is  distinct,  often  prolonged  upwards  and  forwards 
into  grotesque  shapes,  produced  below  and  ending  in  the  rostrum  with 
sucking  mouthparts.  Eyes  are  often  large,  the  small  ocelli  set  in  cavities 
near  them.  Antennae  consist  usually  of  two  joints  and  a  bristle,  but  these 
joints  are  often  long  and  flattened,  and  are  furnished  with  peculiar  sen¬ 
sory  organs.  The  body  is  well  developed  and  short,  with  tegmina  and, 
as  a  rule,  wings  ;  the  tegmina  are  thickened  and  coloured  or  hyaline, 
and  in  repose  are  carried  over  the  abdomen,  meeting  in  the  middle  and 
sloped  at  varying  angles.  Wings  are  sometimes  minute,  often  ample 
but  rarely  coloured  or  ornamented.  The  legs  share  in  the  general  bizarre¬ 
ness  of  form,  the  forelegs  sometimes  f oliaceously  expanded,  the  hind  legs 
with  a  tuft  of  spurs  and  a  varied  number  of  spines.  The  females  are  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  males  except  in  the  external  genital  organs. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  life-history.  Eggs  are  commonly  laid 
in  the  tissues  of  plants  (in  a  cut  made  by  the  female  ovipositor)  or  on 

them  and  are  often  covered  in  a  white 
mealy  secretion  produced  by  the  female,  a 
mass  of  which  is  usually  found  on  her  abdo¬ 
men.  The  number  of  moults  is  unknown 
except  in  Pyrilla  (Zamila)  aberrans  where 
it  is  five.  The  nymphs  are  often  clothed  in 
wax  similar  to  that  of  the  females  and  some 
are  very  active  leaping  insects.  Known 
species  occur  most  abundantly  when  food  is 
plentiful  in  the  rains  and  they  are  known 
to  hibernate  in  shelter  in  any  stage,  the 
cold  simply  checking  development.  Two 
species  are  known  to  be  pests  to  crops,  and 

Fig.  497—  Pyrilla  aberrans.  the  importance  of  the  family  as  a  whole 
Last  Nymphal  Instar,  x  4.  .  ,  ,  ,,i  i  A  ,  j  r 

cannot  as  yet  be  settled.  A  study  ot  the 

parasites  of  this  family  would  yield  results  of  interest  and  we  are  almost 

wholly  ignorant  as  to  the  checks  on  their  increase  beyond  those  caused 
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by  egg  parasites  and  lack  of  food.  The  work  of  Perkins  in  Hawaii  has 
shown  that  one  species  at  least  is  attacked  by  a  variety  of  parasites  and 
one  of  the  Indian  species  is  also  the  host  of  several  parasites.  (See 
Dryinidce,  page  170.)  These  parasites  presumably  check  the  increase 
of  these  insects  and  some  Fossorial  wasps  store  their  nests  with 
Fulgorids,  which  is  another  check  upon  their  increase. 

The  classification  of  Fulgoridce  cannot  yet  be  said  to  have  arrived 
near  to  definiteness  from  the  extremely  little  really  known  of  this 
large  family.  Distant,  following 
Stai,  makes  twelve  sub -families, 
the  key  to  which  is  in  the  volume 
of  the  Fauna.  We  are  not  in  a 
position  to  enter  into  this  here, 
so  small  a  portion  of  our  plains 
species  having  been  worked  out 
and  the  student  of  this  family 
should  consult  the  original 
volume  which  we  follow.  We  may  Fig.  498-Pyrops  chennelli.  x  l|. 
remark  that  we  hope  that  a  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  family,  and  its  division  into  more  natural  groups  will  follow 
from  increased  knowledge  of  tropical  forms,  little  known  as  yet.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  only  the  smaller  and  less  known  species  occur  in  the 
plains  and  that  these  have  been  so  little  studied.  The  giants  of  the  family 
are  wholly  hill  insects  and  must  be  omitted  here.  Records  are  extremely 
scanty  in  this  family  so  far  as  plains  species  are  concerned  and  of  the  330 
species  mentioned  by  Distant,  barely  a  dozen  are  mentioned  by  him  as 
common  in  the  plains  or  as  occurring  in  localities  at  low  elevations.  This 
is  due,  not  to  the  small  number  of  plains  species,  so  much  as  to  the  fact 
that  collectors  have  gone  to  the  hills  and  no  collections  have  been  made 
in  the  plains.  We  are  dependent  upon  the  Pusa  collections  in  this  case 
and  the  species  mentioned  are  those  we  have  found. 

Fulgorince. — Anal  area  of  wings  reticulate,  ridge  separating  frons 
and  gena  continued  on  to  clypeus.  This  sub -family  includes  the  large, 
beautifully  coloured  hill  forms  in  which  the  prolongation  of  the  head 
takes  such  curious  forms.  (Fig.  498.)  Unfortunately  only  one  (Pyrops 
chennelli)  appears  to  be  a  common  plains  form  and  the  recorded  species 
are  wholly  forest  and  jungle  hill  species. 
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Eurybracliydince. — Anterior  legs  compressed,  dilated;  face  broad, 
angled  at  each  side.  The  broad  flat  face  ending  in  an  angled  prominence 
at  each  side  marks  these  insects.  Euryhrachys  is  common,  E.  tomentosa, 
F.,  especially,  which  has  broad  olive-green  tegmina  mottled  with  yellow, 
a  green  head  or  pronotum  and  mesonotum,  and  purple-red  metanotum, 
sternum  and  legs ;  the  female  has  a  mass  of  white  mealy  wax  on  the  ab¬ 
domen  and  is  found  on  bhinda  ( Hibiscus  esculentus)  and  other  Malvaceous 
plants.  Large  numbers  of  eggs  are  deposited  in  this  wax  on  the  plant, 
hatching  to  small  active  bugs  which  suck  the  plant.  The  insect  is  a 
very  striking  one;  E.  apicalis ,  Wlk.,  in  which  the  wings  are  fuscous  (in 
E.  tomentosa ,  they  are  white),  is  also  found  and  apparently  has  similar 
habits. 

Dictyopharince. — No  apical  ocellus.  Sides  of  clypeus  carinate  or 
acute.  Chiefly  characterised  by  the  absence  of  characters  used  for  other 
sub-families.  Dichoptera  includes  one  common  plains  form,  D.  liyali- 
nata ,  F.,  which  suggests  a  Cicada.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  forms  in  the 
plains  with  an  expanse  of  two  inches  and  the  tegmina  hyaline  with  a  sin¬ 
gle  transverse  fascia.  It  is  found  feeding  upon  the  wild  fig  trees,  the  pipal, 
banyan,  gular,  etc.  Dictyophara  is  a  large  and  widespread  genus,  with  at 
least  three  common  species  likely  to  be  found.  The  head  is  usually  pro¬ 
duced  forwards  and  upwards,  the  tegmina  are  long  and  narrow,  the  hind 
tibia  with  four  to  six  spines  ;  our  species  are  small  and  delicate,  with  a 
body  length  of  about  J  to  J  inch.  D.  sauropsis,  Wlk.,  has  a  short  head, 
and  is  green  in  colour  ;  D.  walkeri,  Atk.,  is  smaller,  pale  ochraceous  in  dry 
specimens  but  green  in  fresh  ones  ;  D.  lineata ,  Don.,  has  two  longitudinal 
fuscous  fasciae  in  the  tegmina.  All  are  common  in  grass  and  can  be  found 
readily.  The  last  is  perhaps  the  most  common  but  this  probably  varies 
with  the  locality.  Udugama  splendens,  Germ.,  is  a  little  larger,  ochreous 
(green)  in  colour,  the  tegmina  with  a  fuscous  stigma  and  apex  ;  the  head 
is  only  slightly  produced. 

Cixiince. — Three  ocelli,  one  on  the  apex  of  the  frons  ;  claval  vein  not 
reaching  the  apex  of  the  tegmen.  Oliarus  is  represented  by  several 
species,  small  dark  insects  with  rather  long  hyaline  wings,  the  mesonotum 
with  five  distinct  ridges.  So  far  as  known,  these  small  insects  live  in 
grass  and  at  the  roots  of  plants.  Buxia,  in  which  the  face  is  long, 
narrow,  with  strongly  carinate  lateral  margins,  has  one  species  recorded 
from  Bombay,  which  is  likely  to  be  found  elsewhere. 


726 


HHYNCHOTA. 


Tropiduchince. — Margin  of  clypeus  nor  carinate  ;  basal  joint  of  pos¬ 
terior  tarsus  long.  A  small  number  of  species,  largely  from  Ceylon,  are 
recorded  ;  none  are  yet  known  to  occur  in  the  plains  of  India. 

Achilince . — Clypeal  margin  carinate.  Eleven  species,  chiefly  of 
Ceylon  forms  are  included  herein. 

Derbiince. — Vertex  and  face  of  head  narrow ;  apical  joint  of  rostrum 
short.  One  of  the  commonest  small  Fulgorids  is  included  herein,  Phenice 
moesta,  Westw.,  found  commonly  on  cane, 
grasses  and  cereals  in  the  plains.  The  imago 
sits  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  leaves,  suck¬ 
ing  the  juice,  the  long  narrow  tegmina 
standing  straight  out  at  right  angles  to  the 
body.  Drona  is  not  uncommonly  represented 
by  a  reddish  form,  apparently  not  recorded 
as  Indian,  in  which  the  tegmina  are  long 
and  hyaline,  the  wings  very  small.  Nisia 
atrovenosa,  Leth.,  is  probably  also  com¬ 
mon  as  we  have  it  from  the  plains,  a  small 
ochreous  insect  in  which  the  wings  are  of 
more  normal  size. 

Lophopince. — Basal  joint  of  posterior 
tarsi  robust,  short.  Elasmoscelis  platypoda, 

Kby.,  will  be  found,  a  small  dark  insect,  with  deepbrown  tegmina  and 
the  anterior  tibiae  flattened  and  dilated.  Brixioides  carinatus,  Kby.,  is 


Fig.  500— Pyrilla  aberrans.  x  5.  (I.  M.  N.) 


also  found  in  the  plains,  a  small  ochraceous  insect  in  which  the  face  is 
dilated  in  front  in  two  ridges  which  are  noticeably  striped. 


Fig.  499— Phenice  moesta. 
(I.  M.  N.) 
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Pyrilla  (Zamila)  aberrans ,  Wlk.  ( lycoides ,  Wlk.),  has  been  confused 
with  Dictyophara  pallida,  Don.,  in  Indian  Museum  Notes  and  other 
publications.  It  is  an  important  pest  to  cane,  the  bug  sucking  the  juice 
of  the  leaves  and  seriously  affecting  the  sugar-content  of  the  plant. 
The  full  life-history  is  described  elsewhere  and  we  figure  two  stages. 
This  insect  is  found  practically  throughout  India. 

Issince. — These  are  small  forms  with  thickened  tegmina  ;  our  com¬ 
mon  form  ( Caliscelis  eximia,  Stal.)  is  wingless  with  abbreviated  tegmina, 
the  long  forelegs  flattened  and  much  dilated.  The  female  is  dull  ochre- 
ous,  the  male  ochreous  and  piceous.  It  is  a  common  enough  insect  in 
grass,  but  its  small  size  makes  it  inconspicuous.  Hilda  bengalensis,  Dist. 
(A.  N.  H.,  1909,  p.  40),  is  a  small  brightly-coloured  species  found  upon 
the  pods  and  shoots  of  Amaltas  (Cassia  fistula)  and  pipal  ( Ficus  religio- 
sus)  in  Behar.  Its  oval  eggs  are  laid  in  clusters  on  the  bark.  The  young 
are  gregarious,  often  found  with  the  adults,  and  remain  quiescent  upon 
the  food-plant.  Ants  visit  them  frequently  and  in  some  instances  the 
red  ant  has  been  found  to  enclose  and  care  for  them. 

Ricaniince. — Our  species  have  large  ample  tegmina  and  wings,  the 
former  more  or  less  darkened.  Ricania  includes  one  common  species, 
R.  zebra,  Dist.,  in  which  the  deep  brown  tegmina  have  transverse  lighter 
stripes  and  lines.  This  is  a  common  insect  in  grass  and  in  rice,  where  it 
sucks  the  juice  of  the  green  plants.  Ricania  apicalis,  Wlk.,  and  R. 
simulans,  Wlk.,  also  occur  more  rarely. 

Flatince. — Clavus  granulate.  The  costa  often  much  dilated,  with 
many  cross  veins.  This  sub -family  includes  the  beautiful  moth-like 


Fig.  501 — Ricania  zebra,  x  3.  Fig.  502  -aIelich aria  lutescens.  x  2. 


species,  with  ample  tegmina  lying  at  an  angle  over  the  body  which  are 
so  striking  when  first  seen.  Laic  ana  conspersa,  Wlk.,  is  a  large  creamy 
white  species  found  breeding  in  the  plains.  P  hr  omnia  marginella, 
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Oliv.,  is  not  a  plains  insect  bnt  is  sufficiently  striking  to  have  been 
observed,  and  it  is  recorded  that  in  Garhwal  the  white  secretion  is 
eaten  and  is,  in  Narsingpur,  believed  to  have  narcotic  properties. 

P.  viridula,  Atk.,  is  recorded  from  Poona.  Plata  ferrugata,  Fabr., 
is  a  small  “dead  leaf  coloured”  insect  not  uncommon  in  Western 
India.  The  very  common  plains  species  with  greenish-white  tegmina 
belong  to  the  genus  Melicharia  and  apparently  principally  to  M. 
lutescens,  Wlk.  Nothing  appears  to  be  known  as  to  their  life-history 
though  they  are  common  in  cultivated  areas.  Ketumala  bisecta,  Kby., 
is  found  on  grass. 

Delphacince. — A  long  robust  mobile  spur  on  the  apex  of  the  hind 
tibia.  These  small  insects  are  so  insufficiently  known  that  our  common 


Fig.  503— Liburnia  psylloides.  A.  Imago. 
B.  C.  D.  Nymphs.  E.  Eggs.  F.  Antenna. 
G.  H.  K.  Legs.  (I.  M.  N.) 


species  appear  to  be  largely  unrecorded.  They  are  small  delicate  insects 
with  narrow  wings  as  a  rule,  found  abundantly  in  grass  and  on  green 
plants.  At  least  one  species  of  Pundaluoya  is  common,  while  Purohita 
cervina  has  been  found  breeding  on  green  shoots  of  bamboos  in  the 
plains.  The  eggs  are  laid  in  clusters  of  white  mealy  wax  on  the 
shoots  and,  in  Behar,  the  insect  hibernates  in  this  stage.  Liburnia 
(Delphax)  psylloides,  Leth.,  was  described  from  Ceylon  where  it  injures 
maize  as  it  does  also  in  India.  It  breeds  sufficiently  rapidly  in  young 
plants  to  become  a  pest,  though  not  so  serious  on  one  as  D.  sacchari, 
West.,  of  the  West  Indies  which  destroys  sugarcane.  There  are  probably 
a  large  number  of  this  sub-family  awaiting  discovery  in  the  plains  and 
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it  is  likely  that  these  little  insects  may  be  found  to  play  an  important 
part  as  pests  of  grasses  and  smal]  cereals. 

Collecting. HAlmost  no  family  will  so  well  repay  study  from  every 
point  of  view  :  much  collecting  and  systematic  work  must  be  done 
before  we  can  know  our  common  species  and  the  life-histories  of  all  are 
worth  careful  study.  Imagos  require  careful  pinning  and  preservation, 
but  no  special  methods  of  collecting  are  necessary  except  careful 
observation.  Life-histories  must  be  observed  on  the  growing  plant,  but 
this  has  been  successfully  done  in  some  cases. 


Membracid^. 


Tarsi  three- jointed  ;  prothorax  produced  backwards  into  a  process.  Ocelli 
placed  between  the  eyes ,  antennae  in  front  of  and  between  the  eyes. 

These  small  insects  are  as  a  rule  recognisable  at  once  by  the  bizarre 
form  assumed  by  the  prothorax,  which  is  developed  into  a  distinct  process 

posteriorly  and  often  into  two  thorn¬ 
like  processes  laterally.  The  position 
of  the  antennae  and  ocelli  must, 
however,  be  examined  and  the  stu¬ 
dent  will  readily  confuse  our  com¬ 
mon  forms  with  Machcerota  in  the 
next  family  in  which  the  scutellum 
is  produced  into  a  backwardly 
directed  spine  and  the  imago  very 
closely  resembles  some  Membracids  in  general  appearance.  Our 
common  species  are  all  small  dull -brown  insects,  often  with  a  peculiarly 
close  resemblance  to  stiff  thorns,  their  attitude  on  the  plant  aiding 
the  resemblance.  It  is  probably  accurate  to  believe  that  they  are  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  fact  that  when  at  rest  on  the  twig  of  a  plant  they  give 
the  appearance  of  stiff  thorns,  often  recurved  and  while  the  plants 
they  feed  on  often  have  no  thorns,  yet  these  insects  may  have 
originated  upon  thorn-bearing  plants  and  maintain  the  structures  and 
resemblance  which  are  still  useful  to  them. 


Fig.  504— Leptobelus  dama. 


The  length  rarely  exceeds  10  m.m.,  usually  being  about  4  to  6  m.m. 
'(£  to  J  inch).  The  head  is  small,  concealed  by  the  greatly  developed 
prothorax  ;  the  latter  is  produced  posteriorly  into  a  long  sharp  process 
which  may  lie  close  to  the  wings,  being  concave  above  or  be  convex  above 
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and  curve  down  to  the  apex  of  the  wings  ;  anteriorly  there  is  often  a 
single  upright  process  which  may  curve  backwards  high  over  the  body,  or 
be  produced  laterally  into  spines,  both  occurring  together  in  one  genus 
(. Leptobelus )  ;  more  often  the  prothorax  is  produced  anteriorly  into  two 
divergent  thorn-like  process,  curving  forwards,  laterally  or  backwards  ; 
in  many  the  prothorax  is  not  produced  anteriorly%  The  scutellum  is 
obsolete  or  concealed  in  one  sub-family  ( Membracince ),  the  tegmina  and 
wings  are  often  comparatively  small,  hyaline  and  distinctly  veined  ;  they 
are  in  repose  placed  at  an  angle  over  and  against  the  abdomen,  which  is 
then  concealed.  Legs  are  well  developed,  short,  and  the  insects  can  run 
rapidly  along  a  twig  or  leap  off  suddenly,  taking  flight  then  to  another 
twig.  Males  and  females  are  similar  in  general  appearance.  In  one 
Himalayan  genus  (Darthula),  the  abdomen  is  produced  posteriorly  into 
a  long  bristly  process,  whose  function  is  not  known. 

Little  is  known  of  the  life-history.  We  figure  some  stages  of  Oxyrha- 
chis  tarandus,  Fabr.  (Plate  LXXVIII),  a  common  species  of  the  plains. 
In  this  as  in  other  species  eggs  are  laid  in  the  bark  of  twigs  of  the  food- 
plant,  cuts  being  made  in  two  rows  at  an  angle,  the  eggs  laid  in  the  cut 
with  the  ends  exposed  ;  each  egg  is  cylindrical  with  rounded  ends,  a  spine¬ 
like  process  curving  back  from  the  end  ;  this  spine  apparently  serves 
to  fix  the  egg  in  the  plant  but  may  have  other  functions.  The  young  are 
found  gregariously  with  the  adults  near  the  eggs  ;  they  are  brown  and 
shiny,  the  body  apparently  covered  with  moisture  ;  the  abdomen  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  telescopic  tube,  tipped  with  red,  from  which  issues  the  liquid 
excretion  which  ants  love  ;  the  red  tip  suggests  a  device  to  attract  the 
ant,  since  it  is  visible  only  when  the  telescopic  tube  is  extended  before  the 
liquid  issues  In  one  sub-tropical  species  (Hypsauchenia  subfusca,  Buckt.), 
the  young  are  very  like  small  cockroaches  (Blattids)  with  a  prominent 
pair  of  cerci,  with  no  sign  of  any  pronotal  prominence,  the  body  flat¬ 
tened  and  rounded.  The  adults  constantly  remain  motionless  on  the 
plant  until  disturbed,  often  in  clusters;  they  extract  sap  from  the  twig 
they  are  on  and  are  more  or  less  gregarious  in  habit.  Females  have  been 
observed  to  rest  on  or  near  the  eggs  until  they  hatch,  and  apparently  this 
is  the  normal  habit  in  this  species.  The  length  of  the  life-history  is  not 
known  but  development  occupies  some  weeks  normally,  and  while  the 
number  of  eggs  laid  is  large,  increase  in  number  does  not  appear  to  be 
very  great  or  rapid.  Breeding  has  been  observed  at  all  times  of  the 
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PLATE  LXXVIII. — Oxyrhachis  Tarandus. 

1.  Eggs  laid  in  twig  of  babul  ( Acacia  arabica). 

2.  Nymph  five  hours  after  emergence,  x  50. 

3.  Eggs,  removed  from  plant,  immediately  after  being  laid  (left), 

before  hatching  (right). 

4.  Nymph,  second  instar,  x  18. 

5.  ,,  third  x  16. 

6  Tmago. 

7.  Head  of  imago  from  in  front 
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year  and  no  definite  seasons  are  known  ;  there  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that  continuous  multiplication  is  not  possible  since  a  supply  of  plant 
sap  is  not  always  available  ;  i.e.,  that  these  insects  breed  at  seasons  when 
the  supply  of  plant  sap  is  large,  there  being  a  relation  between  the  plant 
and  the  insect  in  this  respect.  Food-plants  have  been  little  observed 
and  the  common  species  are  probably  considerably  polyphagous.  They 
are  found  on  trees  as  well  as  shrubs  and  the  more  bushy  herbaceous 
plants.  None  can  be  reckoned  as  pests  to  agriculture,  as  no  case  has  yet 
been  seen  of  their  occurrence  insufficient  number  to  materially  injure  a 
plant,  though  they  are  common  in  the  plains.  Little  is  known  of  their 
enemies  ;  Hymenopterous  parasites  were  obtained  from  the  eggs  of 
Leptocentrus  taurus  but  no  other  enemy  is  recorded. 

The  Indian  species  have  been  recently  monographed  by  Distant  in 
the  Fauna  of  India  :  117  species  are  described,  from  India,  Burmah  and 
Ceylon,  of  which  about  10  are  known  to  occur  in  India  exclusive  of  the  hills. 
The  records  of  occurrence  of  species  in  the  plains  are  however  very  meagre, 
as,  exclusive  of  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  nearly  all  the  species  collected 
have  been  from  hill  localities.  There  is  a  large  field  for  collection  in  the 
plains  and  many  species  to  be  found.  Distant  recognises  two  sub-families, 
the  M  embracing  in  which  the  scutellum  is  obsolete  or  concealed,  and 
the  fore  tibiae  dilated,  the  Centrotince  in  which  the  scutellum  is  distinct,  the 
apical  angles  acute.  Of  the  former,  the  student  will  find  only  Oxyrhachis 
in  our  fauna,  represented  by  0.  tarandus ,  Fabr.,  a  brown  insect  with 
the  posterior  pronotal  process  curved  up  from  the  apex  of  the  wings, 
the  anterior  lateral  processes  in  the  form  of  short  tricarinate  thorns. 


Fig.  505— Leptocentrus  Fi^’  50^~SfT^^OTYPUS 

TATTKTTS  ILkXUOSUb. 


This  species  is  common  in  many  localities,  breeding  upon  pigeon  pea 
(Cajanus  indicus),  babul  (Acacia  arahica ),  laburnum  ( Cassia  fistula) 
We  figure  the  stages  ;  the  eggs  can  be  readily  found,  the  female  usually 
remaining  over  or  near  them  until  they  hatch.  Of  the  Centrotinse  we 
figure  Leptocentrus  taurus ,  Fabr.,  which,  with  L.  substitutes,  Wlk.,  is  found 
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on  bushes  in  the  plains.  L.  taurus ,  Fabr.,  breeds  on  sissu  (Dalbergia 
sissu),  ber  ( Zizyphus  jujuba)  and  on  brinjal  (Solanum  melongena)  ;  the 
nymph  is  green  and  is  often  kept  in  leaf-nests  by  the  red  ant  (Oecophylla 
smaragdina).  Gargara  mixta ,  Buckt,,  is  a  small  form,  with  no  lateral 
processes,  found  breeding  upon  sissu  [Dalbergia  sissu). 

That  extraordinary  insect  Darthula  is  placed  in  this  family,  though 
its  habits  agree  with  the  Cere  opine  division  of  the  next  family.  It  is 
a  large  red-brown  insect,  with  a  long  black  process  at  the  apex  of  the 
abdomen  ;  seen  solitary  there  is  marked^  mimicry  of  a  fallen  withered 
bramble-leaf,  the  process  being  the  hairy  leaf  stalk  ;  but  the  insect 
lives  gregariously  upon  the  Himalayan  alder  (Alnus  nepalensis),  where 
the  clusters  present  a  most  grotesque  appearance  with  the  bristly 
processes  sticking  out  at  all  angles.  Like  the  Cercopince,  these  squirt 
out  fluid  when  agitated.  The  species  is  not  a  tropical  one,  occurring 
in  the  Himalayas. 

Cercopid^e. 

Ocelli  two,  on  the  vertex.  Third  tibiae  with  stout  teeth 
and  short  spines  at  the  apex. 

The  absence  of  the  double  row  of  spines  on  the  hind  tibiae  distinguish¬ 
es  this  family  from  the  next,  while  the  simple  prothorax  distinguishes  it 
from  membracids.  There  is  a  characteristic 
appearance  about  the  plains  species  which 
enables  them  to  be  recognised  easily  in  the 
field.  Most  are  small,  wedge-shaped  insects, 
commonly  “  dry-grass  colour  ”  ;  the  larger 
and  more  brilliant  forms  occur  in  the  hills  or 
in  submontane  forest  areas  ;  these  constitute 
a  markedly  separate  division,  and  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  divide  this  family  into  three 
separate  families ;  the  Machcerotince  have 
the  scutellum  produced  into  a  spine,  and 
live  in  tubes  when  young  ;  the  Aphrophorince 
have  the  anterior  margin  of  the  pronotum  rounded  or  angulate  ;  the 
adults  are  found  in  grass  and  low  vegetation,  and  have  great  powers 
of  leaping ;  the  nymphs  live  in  “  Cuckoo-spits ”  /  the  Cercopince 
have  the  anterior  margin  of  the  pronotum  straight  and  have  the  eyes 


Fig.  507— Clovia  JBifunc- 
TATA.  X  4. 
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PLATE  LXXIX. — MachjErota  Planiti^e. 


1 .  Eggs  embedded  in  the  tissues  of  cotton  stem,  x  2. 

2.  An  egg  embedded  in  the  tissues,  x  6. 

3.  An  egg  magnified  8  times. 

4.  The  Nymph  19  days  after  hatching.  . 

5.  The  calcareous  habitation  of  the  Nymph,  with  a  supplemen¬ 

tary  tube  below  for  drawing  in  air,  x  7.  Tube  20  days  old. 

6.  Calcareous  tube  with  the  last  moult  attached  to  it.  Moulted 

skin  enlarged  7  times. 

7.  The  male,  x  5. 

8.  The  female,  x  5. 

9.  Lateral  view  of  the  imago  (female),  x  7J,  showing  the  curved 

scutellar  spine. 
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nearly  round ;  they  live  a  free  life  upon  trees  and  bushes,  the  nymphs 
active.  We  discuss  these  divisions  separately.  Nothing  is  on  record 
as  to  the  enemies  of  Cercopidce  /  none  are  really  injurious,  though 
Machcerota  is  sometimes  abundant  on  cotton. 

Distant  lists  130  species  from  India,  Burmah  and  Ceylon  (Fauna  of 
India,  Rhynchota,  Vol.  IY),  but  there  are  many  more  to  be  found  and 
described,  even  in  the  plains.  One  of  the  most  interesting  species  is 
Machcerota  guttigera,  Westw.,  described  as  making  tubes  on  plants  in 
Ceylon.  (Trans.  Ent.  Soc.,  London,  1886,  p.  329).  M.  planitice,  Dist.,  is 
common  on  ber  (Zizyphus  jujuba),  on  bael  ( Mgle  marmelos),  on  cotton  and 
other  plants  in  India.  The  egg  is  laid  on  the  twig,  the  nymph  producing 
a  liquid  excretion  which  it  forms  into  a  small  whitish  tube,  in  which  it 
lives  ;  it  is  in  fact  a  “  spit-insect  ”  in  which  the  liquid  excretion  dries  to 
a  solid  substance.  We  figure  all  stages  of  this  insect,  which  may  be  seen 
commonly  in  the  plains.  (Plate  LXXIX.) 

Aphrophorince. — These  are  small  “  dry-grass  ”  coloured  insects  whose 
immature  stages  are  commonly  passed  in  a  mass  of  bubbles  of  liquid, 


Fig.  508— Phymatostetha  ciroumdata.  x  8. 


produced  by  the  nymph  itself  on  its  food- plant.  The  common  species  are 
found  on  grasses,  the  white  mass  of  bubbles  enclosing  the  flattened  whitish 
nymph.  The  details  of  the  metamorphosis  are  not  known  for  any  Indian 
species.  Poophilus  costalis,  Wlk.,  is  widespread  and  common  ;  Ptyelus 
nebulosus,  F.,  is  a  little  smaller  and  darker  ;  P.  subfasciatus ,  Wlk.,  andP. 
affinis,  Dist.,  have  the  tegmina  mottled  dark  and  light.  Clovia  puncta, 
Wlk.,  is  the  smaller  extremely  common  species,  dry-grass  colour  with 
a  single  black  speck  near  the  apex  of  the  egmen.  C.  bipunctata, 
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Kby .,  is  less  common  but  is  found  in  the  plains.  Aphrophora  occurs  more 
sparsely,  A.  sigillifera,  Wlk.,  being  the  common  species. 

The  Cercopince  include  the  large  brightly- 
coloured  forms  of  the  genera  Phymatostethus  and 
Cosmoscarta ,  which  are  wholly  hill  forest  insects 
and  the  smaller,  fragile  forms  of  the  genera 
Abidama  in  the  plains,  of  Callitettix  and  Eoscarta 
in  the  hills. 

Abidama  rufula,  Dist.,  and  A.  producta,  Wlk., 
are  fragile  inconspicuous  insects,  found  at  light  or 
on  grass  ;  the  former  is  brown  to  black,  the  latter 
has  red  tegmina  edged  with  black.  They  are 
nocturnal  insects,  found  on  grass  by  day  ;  their 
life-history  is  wholly  unknown.  In  the  hills,  the  FifRo2® 
large  species  of  Cosmoscarta  are  very  conspicuous  ; 

they  are  found  abundantly  on  trees  and  excrete  a  very  noticeable  amount 
of  liquid  honev-dew. 

Jassim:. 

Ocelli  placed  on  the  front  margin  of  the  head.  Posterior  tibice  with  a 

double  row  of  spines. 

This  family  includes  a  large  number  of  small  linear  insects,  easily 
recognisable  by  the  spiny  tibiae.  They  are  of  varied  colouring,  almost 
always  cryptic,  in  a  few  sub-tropical  forms  warning.  Green,  “  dry- 
grass  ”  colour  and  similar  tints  prevail  in  those  which  live  on  bushes 
or  in  grass ;  those  living  on  bark  are  speckled  with  black,  while  those 
which  form  part  of  the  surface-soil  fauna  are  black.  The  body  is 
usually  narrow  and  with  parallel  sides,  the  wings  tightly  folded  round 
the  abdomen  ;  the  head  is  broad,  closely  united  to  the  prothorax  as 
in  most  leaping  insects,  the  antennae  thread-like,  small  and  incon¬ 
spicuous.  The  legs  are  well  developed,  and  the  hind  pair  are  formed 
for  leaping  much  as  in  the  Acridiids.  Males  and  females  are  similar,  the 
former  with  clasping  organs,  the  latter  with  a  concealed  ovipositor. 

Little  is  known  of  the  life-history ;  the  eggs  are,  in  the  known  species, 
laid  in  the  soft  tissues  of  plants ;  the  nymphs  are  active,  found  running 
actively  on  the  plant.  The  number  of  moults  and  the  details  of  the 
metamorphosis  are  not  known  for  any  Indian  species  ;  the  transform¬ 
ations  of  Idiocerus  are  wholly  passed  on  the  mango  tree  and  the  nymphs 
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of  other  species  are  commonly  seen  on  their  food-plants.  Idiocerus  has 
a  curious  cycle,  as  there  is  but  one  brood  yearly  on  mango  in  the  early 
hot  weather  and  the  imago  lives  over  on  the  tree  for  the  rest  of  the 
year.  It  is  possible  that  this  occurs  also  in  many  other  species,  and  it  is 
probable  that  there  is  a  very  close  inverse  relation  between  the 
vigour  of  the  host  plant  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Jassid  species. 
Hibernation  appears  to  occur  usually  in  the  imago  stage,  but  there  is 
very  little  accurate  information  on  this  point.  Equally  little  is  known 
of  the  parasites  or  enemies  of  this  family. 

These  insects  are  found  commonly  in  grass,  low  vegetation,  on  the 
soil,  more  rarely  on  trees  ;  their  food-plants  are  little  known  ;  Idiocerus 
is  found  on  the  mango  tree  and  other  species  specially  feed  upon  rice, 
cotton,  etc.  They  are  of  little  economic  importance,  the  species 
attacking  mango  destroying  the  blossom,  the  species  attacking 
cotton  causing  a  curling  of  the  leaf  of  the  broader-leaved  varieties 
(American  and  tree  cottons),  as  does  the  species  attacking  Castor ; 
as  with  other  small  sucking  insects,  there  is  a  marked  relation  between 
the  vigour  of  the  host  plant  and  the  amount  of  Jassids  attacking  it, 
and  it  has  been  often  observed  that  weak  plants  are  more  infested 
than  vigorous  ones  (see  Indian  Insect  Pests,  page  109).  The  number 
of  Jassids  in  pasture  is  sometimes  enormous,  and  it  is  possible  that 
injury  is  caused  in  such  cases,  though  we  are  not  aware  that  it  has 
ever  been  proved. 

Distant  has  recently  described  the  Indian  forms  in  Volume  IV  of 
the  Fauna  of  India  ;  we  are  aware  of  no  published  information  on  this 
family  except  descriptions  of  species,  which  are  all  referred  to  by 
Distant.  Large  numbers  of  species  probably  remain  to  be  described 
since  the  plains  fauna  especially  has  been  little  collected  and  it  is  very 
extensive,  probably  equal  to  the  sub-tropical  fauna. 

Distant  enumerates  340  species  in  the 
Fauna  of  India,  Vol.  IV,  of  which  54  are 
actually  recorded  from  localities  in  tropical 
India,  chiefly  from  the  Pusa  collection. 

Ledrince . — A  small  number  of  species 
of  very  marked  facies,  the  broad  foliaceous 
head  specially  distinguishing  our  species. 


Fig.  510— Ledra  mutica. 
x  14. 
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Ledra  mutica,  Fabr.,  is  a  dry-grass-coloured  insect,  speckled  with  grey, 
found  not  uncommonly  and  which  occasionally  comes  to  light.  It 
is  a  comparatively  large  insect,  measuring  two-thirds  of  an  inch  in 
length,  with  a  flat  spear-shaped  head.  The  green  foliaceous  semi¬ 
transparent  nymphs  have  been  found  on  mango  but  sparsely. 

BytJioscopince . — The  head  is  much  deflexed,  the  vertex  almost 
absent,  the  ocelli  on  the  face.  Tegmina  membranaceous. 

Idiocerus  clypealis,  Leth.,  I.  niveosparsus ,  Leth.,  and  I.  atkinsoni , 
Leth.,  were  described  from  specimens  attacking  mango  shoots  in 
Saharanpore  (I.  M.  N.,  I.,  4).  These  small 
insects  occur  in  great  abundance  in  some 
seasons,  and  mango  trees  then  contain  vast 
numbers  which  fly  out  in  a  cloud  when  dis¬ 
turbed.  They  feed  on  the  sap  of  the  young 
growing  shoots  specially,  and  the  develop¬ 
ing  flowering  shoot  naturally  attracts  them. 

When  really  abundant,  the  amount  of  sap 
they  extract  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
shoot  growing,  and  the  whole  crop  is  lost 
owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  flowers. 

They  occur  practically  throughout  India 
and  are  abundant  only  in  some  years  and 

in  the  hot  weather.  Their  eggs  are  laid  in 
,  Fig.  511  -Idioobrus  iWgo- 

the  soft  shoots  and  the  moults  of  the  sparsus. 

nymphs  are  undergone  on  the  leaves,  the  cast 

skin  remaining  behind  on  the  leaf.  It  is  now 

known  what  their  seasons  are  ;  in  Behar 

there  is  one  brood  in  the  early  hot  weather 

(March — April)  and  the  adults  then  live  over 

on  the  tree  until  the  next  year.  They  have 

not  been  found  to  breed  in  the  interval  and 

regular  observation  has  shown  them  to  remain 

alive  throughout  the  year  as  adults  sitting 

on  the  bark  or  leaves. 

Tettigoniellince.— The  ocelli  on  the  vertex 
of  the  head,  the  face  prominent  and  convex. 
Tetligoniella  spectra ,  Disk,  is  the  common  rice 


Fig.  51  la— Tettigoni- 

ELLA  SPECTRA. 
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Jassid,  an  almost  white  insect,  about  one-third  of  an  inch  long, 
found  abundantly  on  this  crop  and  in  grass.  It  is  widely  spread  in 
India  and  is  at  times  found  in  such  abundance  that  it  may  almost  be- 
put  down  as  a  pest  and  will  probably  rank  as  a  destructive  insect 
when  it  is  exceptionally  abundant.  It  is  the  sole  example  of  this 
large  genus,  so  well  represented  in  sub-tropical  India,  which  is 
really  widespread  in  the  plains.  Kolia  mimica,  Dist.,  is  extremely  like 
the  foregoing  species,  but  is  not  known  to  have  its  wide  distribution  ; 
students  will  certainly  confuse  it  and  should  bear  in  mind  Distant’s 
remark :  “  It  is  however  to  be  generically  separated  by  the  angular 
vertex,  the  lateral  margins  of  which  are  in  a  line  with  the  outer 
margin  of  the  eyes.” 

Gyponince. — The  three  tropical  Indian  species  are  so  distinct  that, 
though  the  ocelli  are  on  the  vertex,  they  will  be  readily  recognised. 


Penthimia  compacta,WYk.,  P.  subniger ,  Dist.,  and  Neodartus  acocepha- 
loides,  Mel.,  are  dark-coloured  rather  broad  insects,  flattened  and 
not  slender,  which  are  found  on  soil  and  among  fallen  leaves,  or 
which  come  rarely  to  light.  They  are  rather  sluggish  insects  and  form 
part  of  the  immense  surface  soil  fauna,  unlike  most  of  this  family. 

Jassince. — Ocelli  placed  on  or  at  the  anterior  edge  of  the  head. 
Mucaria  splendida,  Dist.,  will  be  confused  with  the  last  species  unless- 
the  ocelli  are  looked  for  when  they  will  not  be  found.  It  is  a  rather 
broad  black  species,  so  far  known  only  from  Pusa.  Hecalus  is- 
iil  <  47 
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represented  by  a  single  green  species  with  the  broad  head  of  Ledra, 
but  which  is  easily  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  the  ocelli  from  the 
head  above.  Thomsoniella  is  represented  by  two  small  dull  green 
species,  so  far  known  only  from  Bengal,  but  probably  far  more  widely 
spread.  Selenocephalus  virescens,  Dist.,  is  known  from  Bengal  and 
Assam,  a  dull  green  species  with  a  groove  across  the  apex  of  the  head. 
Krisna  strigicollis,  Spin.,  is  a  larger  dry-grass  coloured  insect,  more 
than  half  an  inch  long  in  large  specimens,  widely  spread  in  tropical 
and  sub- tropical  India.  Goniagnathus  punctifer,  Wlk.,  is  a  broader 
brown  insect,  widely  spread  over  the  plains,  as  in  the  hills  ;  Varta 
rubrofasciata,  Dist.,  is  a  larger  green  insect,  the  tegmina  with  red 
lines  found  as  yet  only  at  Pusa. 

Nephotettix  includes  the  green  species  which  are  so  well  known  to 
"Calcutta  residents  as  the  “  fly  ”  which  comes  in  hordes  to  light 
towards  the  close  of  the  rains.  Two  species  are  concerned,  N. 
bipunctatus,  Fabr.,  in  which  the  female  is  green,  the  male  green  with 
two  black  spots  and  N.  apicalis,  Motsch.,  which  is  green,  much 
marked  with  black.  They  come  freely  to  light  and  in  the  humid  heat  of 
Lower  Bengal  multiply  immensely  and  are  a  distinct  plague.  Deltoce- 
phalus  and  Paralimnus  are  recorded  from  the  plains. 

Typhlocybince. — “  The  Typhlocybince  are  readily  separated  from  all 
the  other  sub-families  of  the  Jassidse  by  the  four  longitudinal  veins  or 
sectors  of  the  tegmina  which  run  to  the  transverse  veins  defining  the  api¬ 
cal  cells  without  branching,  so  that  there  are  no  ante-apical  cells  and  also 
by  the  absence  of  supernumerary  cells  in  the  wings.  ” — (Gillett  in 
Distant.) 

Empoasca  flavescens ,  Fabr.,  is  the  well-known  “  Green  fly  ”  of  tea, 
recorded  by  Distant  from  India,  Ceylon,  East  Africa,  Brazil,  Europe, 
Britain,  United  States  and  the  whole  Palearctic  Region.  It  is  one  of 
the  insects  which  by  sucking  the  apical  shoot  check  the  growth  of  tea  and 
lessen  the  yield,  though  improving  the  flavour.  Ordinary  contact 
poisons  check  it  readily.  The  very  delicate  green  nymphs  are  common 
on  tea,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  be  sure  how  much  damage  is  really  due 
solely  to  this  pest.  Empoasca  notata,  Mel.,  is  a  common  insect  on  castor. 
The  eggs  are  laid  in  the  soft  tissues  of  the  leaf  mid-rib  and  the  bright 
grreen  nymphs  suck  the  leaves,  causing  curling  and  distortion.  The 
imago  is  green,  with  only  dull  white  markings  on  the  vertex  and 
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prothorax.  The  insect  is  a  pest  to  some  varieties  of  castor  especially, 
but  is  not  usually  destructive  to  castor  grown  as  a  field  crop. 
Typhlocyba  sudra,  Dist.,  is  sometimes  curiously  abundant  on  Bauhinia 
and  it  is  a  striking  commentary  on  the  dependence  of  these  sucking 
insects  on  their  food-plants  to  see  a  tree  with  the  leaves  yellow  and 
withering  from  the  depredations  of  this  insect  when  none  live  on 
neighbouring  trees.  Annandale  records  their  occurrence  in  Calcutta 
and  we  have  seen  a  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  at  Pusa,  a  tree  with 

every  leaf  covered  with 
them  in  all  stages  and 
which  put  forth  and 
maintained  healthy 
foliage  only  after 
thorough  spraying. 


Collecting. — There  is 
much  to  be  done  before 
the  Jassids  of  tropical 
India  become  properly 
known  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  species  recorded 
only  from  Pusa  or  Cal¬ 
cutta  in^ tropical  India 
shows  how  little  the 
family  has  been  col¬ 
lected  in  the  plains. 
Still  more  is  there 
room  for  life-history 
and  bionomic  work 
and  no  group  offers 
such  facilities  for  re¬ 
search  on  the  relation 
between  the  vigour 
of  the  plant  and  its 
immunity  from  these 
and  kindred  pests. 
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PHYTOPHTHIRES 

The  smaller  Homoptera,  of  the  families  Cercopidce  and  Membracidce , 
lead  into  a  series  in  which  the  active  habits  of  the  larger  Homoptera  are 
replaced  by  a  method  of  life  in  which  the  insect  is  more  or  less  fixed  with 
a  closer  ‘  parasitism  ’  of  the  host  plant  than  occurs  in  the  more  active 
forms  and  in  which  there  is  a  tendency  to  the  development  of  wingless 
forms,  cidminating  in  completely  apterous,  usually  inactive  females. 
Correlated  with  this  is  a  growing  differentiation  of  the  inactive  pupal 
stage,  leading  to  the  almost  wholly  inactive  male  4  pupa  ’  of  Coccidce. 
Taking  these  together,  there  is  sufficient  justification  for  separating  off 
as  a  single  group  the  dimerous  and  monomerous  families  of  Homoptera , 
with  a  clear  understanding  that  they  are  not  so  widely  separate  from  the 
trimerous  families  as  perhaps  the  Coccidce  themselves  are  from  the  dimer¬ 
ous  families.  It  is  probable  that  strictly  we  should  separate  the  Coccidce 
as  a  division  equal  in  value  to  the  two,  Trimera  and  Dimer  a,  but  this 
would  be  for  our  present  purpose  inconvenient.  An  obvious  structural 
character  separating  the  Phytophthires  from  the  Homoptera  is  the 
antenna,  in  the  former  long,  usually  with  8  to  10  distinct  joints,  in  the 
latter  short,  with  a  basal  joint  and  a  bristle-shaped  process. 

Phytophthires ,  as  here  constituted,  are  marked  by  modifications  of 
habits  and  structure  which  accord  with  a  more  specialised  parasitism 
to  their  host  plant ;  in  the  Psyllidce  we  get  flat  inactive  scale-like  forms, 
often  gall-insects,  in  which  locomotion  is  greatest  in  two  stages,  the  very 
young  larvae  and  the  winged  males  and  females,  but  which  does  occur 
in  all  stages ;  in  th eAphidce,  the  phenomenon  of  parthenogenesis  appears, 
combined  with  the  viviparous  habit  and  the  apterous  female  adult,  but 
this  is  combined  with  winged  males  and  females  and  production  of 
fertilised  eggs  ;  the  apterism,  viviparism  and  parthenogenesis  displayed 
are  found  when  abundant  food  and  suitable  climate  are  favourable  to 
quick  reproduction  and  an  easy  life  on  the  growing  plant,  when 
locomotion  is  not  required  and  the  organism  devotes  itself  to  its 
parasitic  activities  ;  when  these  conditions  disappear,  the  characters  of 
the  higher,  less  degraded  organism  are  developed  to  meet  the  less  easy 
conditions  of  life. 

In  Aleurodidce,  the  active  periods  are  limited  to  the  young  nymph  and 
the  winged  adult,  both  sexes  are  winged  and  egg  production  is  the  rule; 
but  the  parasitism  shows  itself  in  the  reduction  of  moults  (as  in  all  of  this 
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division),  in  the  immobile  nymph  firmly  protected  by  a  ‘  scale  5  and 
living  gregariously  fixed  to  one  part  of  the  plant. 

In  Coccidce,  the  parasitism  is  at  its  height ;  in  a  number  we  find  that 
parthenogenesis  is  a  frequent  occurrence,  that  the  nymph  is  active  only 
in  the  youngest  stage,  that  the  female  is  a  simple  sac,  producing  eggs, 
that  a  scale  or  other  covering  is  present  and  that  the  male  alone  is  free- 
living  and  winged  ;  the  insects  live  gregariously  fixed  to  the  plant  and 
viviparous  reproduction  is  not  uncommon. 

Until  the  physiology  of  the  pupal  period  is  investigated  in  greater 
detail  it  is  impossible  to  judge  how  far  the  metamorphosis  is 
really  perfected,  but  there  is  a  growing  differentiation,  both  in 
the  Phytophthires  as  a  whole  and  in  Coccidse  themselves  of  the 
metamorphosis,  though  the  wings  are  developed  outside  ;  there  is 
not  quite  a  sudden  change  from  the  wholly  apterous  nymphs  to 
the  ‘  pupa  5  with  large  free  wing-rudiments,  since  the  insect  makes 
its  cocoon  after  the  last  nymphal  moult  (not  before,  as  in  truly 
metabolous  insects)  and  since  it  is  active  after  the  pupal  moult  and 
can  move  away  to  shelter  before  the  wing  pads  emerge  ;  but  the  whole 
process  of  wing  development  and  of  c  metamorphosis  5  takes  place  not 
during  the  last  three  instars  as  in  most  Homoptera,  but  during  the 
last  alone,  the  insect  being  then  immobile.  This  is,  in  essence,  an 
incomplete  but  advanced  metamorphosis,  and  if  we  regard  Coccidce 
as  being  linked  on  to  the  Homoptera,  then  we  must  regard  the 
Phytophthires  as  showing  a  growing  tendency  to  a  metamorphosis 
and  thus  to  an  approximation  to  the  higher  and  metabolous  insects. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  group  show  a  marked  adaptation  to 
a  £  parasitic  ’  existence,  visible  in  the  differentiation  of  the  male 
metamorphosis  and  in  the  simplification  of  the  female  life,  the  first  to 
secure  the  perfect  winged  form,  the  latter  to  secure  the  undifferentiated 
egg-sac.  If  this  view  be  correct,  the  division  is  moving,  not  to  an 
approximation  with  higher  forms,  but  to  an  increased  degradation, 
an  adaptation  to  an  inactive  and  parasitic  existence.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  no  reason  to  believe  that  Coccidce  have  sprung  from  a  separate 
stock  as  some  would  have  us  believe,  and  we  may  regard  them  as 
being  the  present  apex  of  one  branch  of  the  Homoptera. 
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PSYLLIDiE. 

Small  insects,  with  one  or  two  fairs  of  wings  in  both  sexes,  'without 
siphons  ;  the  nymph  is  flattened,  partially 
active  in  all  stages. 

These  are  small  insects,  of  infrequent  occurrence,  found  in  galls  or 
on  plants.  The  antennae  are  moderately  short,  the  head  with  compound 
eyes  and  a  beak,  the  thorax 
well-developed  with  one  or 
two  pairs  of  hyaline  wings 
in  which  are  two  or  more 
veins.  The  abdomen  is  well 
developed,  and  the  legs  are 
formed  for  running,  not 
leaping.  Males  and  females 
are  similar  in  general  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  life-history 
is  known  in  few  species  ;  the 
nymphs  are  flattened,  the 
wing-pads  visible  in  the  last 
three  instars  ;  the  legs  are  well  developed  and  the  nymph  can  walk. 
Some  are  free  living,  found  on  the  leaves  and  twigs  of  plants,  others 

live  concealed  in  galls  ;  the  latter  are 
probably  predominant  and  a  large 
number  of  galls  in  India  are  the  work 
of  this  family.  No  species  has  been 
carefully  studied  and  very  few  are 
even  known.  In  the  present  state  of 
entomology,  their  identification  is 
practically  impossible  and  the  Indian 
species  are  almost  wholly  unrecorded. 
The  family  has  little  direct  economic 
importance,  one  species  being  destruc¬ 
tive  to  indigo  seriously  in  some  seasons, 
another  occurring  on  citrus  plants.  We 
figure  two  species  occurring  in  galls 

Fig.  515— Galls  caused  by  Psylla  011  Alstonia  scholaris  and  Ficus  glome- 
cistellata  ON  Mango.  ;  several  others  are  known,  both 


Fig.  511—Psylla  cistellata.  (I.  M.  N.) 
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PLATE  LXXX.— Psyllid.e. 


5) 

5) 

55 

5) 


55 

55 
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1. 

2. 


Pod  of  Alstonia  scholaris ,  with  two  mature  galls  cut  through. 
Nymph  of  the  gall  insect,  found  in  the  gall. 

Psyllid,  after  emergence. 


5.  Young  gall  on  leaf  of  Alstonia  scholaris ,  caused  by  the  same 

insect. 

6.  Galls  on  gular  (Ficus  glomerata )  leaf. 

7.  Nymph  from  the  gall,  x  20. 

8.  Psyllid,  after  emergence. 
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gall-insects  and  free-living  species,  besides  those  recorded  below.  (Plate 
LXXX.) 

Kieffer  has  described  Phacosema  gallicola  as  causing  a  gall  on  the 
leaf  of  Cinnamomea  sp.  in  Trichinopoly  (Zeit.  Wiss.  Insectenbiol.  II, 

388)  making  a  new  sub¬ 
family,  Phacosemince,  for 
this  and  for  Phacopteron 
lentiginosum,  Buckt.  The 
family  is  usually  divided 
into  Psyllince ,  Aphalori- 
nce  and  Triozince ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  venation. 
Psylla  isitis,  Buckt-.,  was 
described  from  the  full- 
grown  nymph  of  an  in¬ 
sect  said  to  destroy  in¬ 
digo.  The  species  has 
been  found  on  indigo 
since  then  and  causes  the  terminal  shoot  and  leaves  to  curl,  all  growth 
ceasing  in  bad  cases.  Trioza  (Psylla)  obsoleta,  Buckt.,  is  recorded  on 
Diospyros  melanoxylon  in  Thana  (I.  M.  N.,  V,  35).  Psylla  cistellata,  Buckt., 
is  referred  to  (I.  M.  N.,  Ill,  13)  as  causing  galls  on  mango  shoots  in 
Dehra  Dun.  We  reproduce  the  original  figures  of  this  species,  which 
has  been  found  sparingly  in  Behar  also.  Phakopteron  lentiginosum , 
Buckt.,  was  described  from  species  regard  from  galls  on  Garuga  pinnata 
in  Poona  (I.  M.  N.,  Ill,  No.  5,  p.  18). 

Kieffer  describes  Indian  gall-making  Psyllids  (Ann.  Soc.  Bruxelles, 
1905,  XXIX,  p.  160,  etc.)  :  Cecidopsylla  schimce ,  Neotrioza  machili, 
Ozotrioza  styracearum ,  0.  laurienearum,  P auropsylla  flcicola ,  P .  globuli 
and  Psylla  cedrelce,  are  the  new  species. 

Aphid/e. — Plant  lice,  Green  fly . 

Small  insects,  often  wingless,  the  tarsi  with  two 
joints,  the  abdomen  usually  with  a  pair  of  abdominal  siphons. 

These  insects  are  readily  distinguished  by  the  rounded  form  and  pair 
of  siphons.  They  are  small,  rarely  more  than  one-tenth  of  an  inch  long, 
and  coloured  in  dull  yellows,  greens  and  black.  The  head  is  distinct, 


Fig.  516 -Psylla  obsoleta,  Buckt. 
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with  long  straight  antennae,  small  compound  eyes,  and  long  thread-like 
mouthparts  extruded  from  a  short  proboscis.  The  thorax  and  abdomen 


Fig.  517— Rhopalosiphum  dianthi.  (I.  M.  N.) 

are  robust,  the  latter  having  a  pair  of  4  siphons  5  on  the  dorsal  surface  ; 
there  is  a  short  tail-like  structure  on  the  lower  surface,  the  Cauda.  The 
legs  are  long  and  the  insect  walks  slowly.  Wings  are  long,  with  few  veins, 
usually  hyaline  with  pearly  reflections.  Wingless  individuals  are  very 
common  and  occur  with  winged  ones.  The  life-history  presents  peculiar 
features,  adaptations  to  the  4  parasitic  ’  mode  of  life  of  these  insects. 
The  females  are,  as  a  general  rule,  parthenogenetic,  producing  eggs  and 
young  without  the  intervention  of  a  male.  Generally  young  are  pro¬ 
duced  which  are  females  ;  the  development  may  be  very  rapid,  there 
being  but  few  moults,  and  after  the  lapse  of  three  days  the  female  often 
commences  producing  living  young,  which  will  after  the  lapse  of  three 
days  in  turn  produce  young.  This  occurs  normally  in  our  common 
aphides  which  live  on  mustard,  wheat,  and  cotton. 

In  temperate  climates,  there  is  often  a  brood  of  both  sexes,  of  which 
the  females  produce  eggs  ;  this  brood  normally  occurs  before  the  winter 
and  the  eggs  survive  the  cold  winter.  This  has  not  been  shown  to  occur 
in  India  and  there  is  as  yet  no  evidence  that  such  likely  is  to  occur ;  some 
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of  our  species  are  temperate  forms  which  are  active  only  in  the  cold 
weather  and  have  to  live  over,  not  cold  but  hot  weather  ;  others  are 
active  throughout  the  year  when  food  is  available.  The  commonest 
aphides  appear  to  have  no  sexual  generation  in  the  plains  and,  though 
much  is  obscure,  it  is  at  present  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  altered 
climatic  conditions  produce  different  sexual  habits.  Aphides  are  uni¬ 
versally  plant  feeders,  living  on  the  sap  of  plants.  Several  common 
cultivated  plants  are  very  seriously  attacked  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any 
cultivated  plant  will  not  be  found  to  be  the  host  of  some  species. 

A  sweet  liquid  is  produced  by  these  insects  and  is  either  excreted  at 
the  anus  or  secreted  from  the  siphons.  This  liquid  (honeydew),  which 

is  produced  by  many  homopterous  in¬ 
sects,  is  a  favourite  food  of  ants.  Cer¬ 
tain  species  of  ants  derive  a  large  part 
of  their  food  from  aphides  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  the  aphides  cared 
for  by  the  ants,  shelters  built  for  them 
and  their  enemies  kept  off.  Many 
have  more  intimate  relations  with 
ants  but  our  common  species  are  free- 
living  and  are  only  visited  by  ants. 
Many  other  insects  feed  on  the  honey- 
dew  when  it  falls  in  abundance  on  the 
leaves,  but  only  ants  are  known  to 
obtain  it  direct  from  the  siphons  of 
the  aphides.  The  enemies  of  aphides  are  proportionate  to  their 
enormous  power  of  increase  and  are  the  sole  check  upon  them. 
Aphides  are  parasitised  by  Braconids,  are  devoured  by  the  larvae  and 
imagines  of  Coccinellid  beetles,  by  the  maggots  of  Syrphus  and  other 
flies,  by  the  grubs  of  the  Hemerobiids.  Fungoid  diseases  destroy 
them  under  favourable  conditions  and  birds  have  been  seen  to  eat 
them.  Were  it  not  for  these  checks  the  aphides  would,  under  their 
ordinary  rate  of  increase,  render  the  earth  uninhabitable  within  a  short 
time. 

The  classification  of  Aphidce  is  a  disgrace  to  modern  entomology, 
and  the  group  has  not  been  properly  studied  in  recent  years.  Buck- 
ton’s  British  Aphides  deals  with  the  group  as  a  whole,  but  the  genera  are 


Fig.  518- Rhizobius  jujtjbjs. 
(I.  M.  N.) 
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founded  on  insufficient  characters,  and  the  discrimination  of  species, 
largely  on  very  variable  colour  varieties,  is  extremely  difficult.  The 
group  requires  to  be  properly  monographed, 
the  genera  and  species  to  be  founded  on 
definite  structural  characters.  Few  species 
of  Indian  aphides  are  recorded  and  the 
known  species  are  here  summarised  ;  it  is 
certain  that  there  are  many  more  species 
(especially  in  sub-tropical  India),  and  there 
is  a  very  large  field  of  work  in  the  biology 
of  these  extremely  important  and  interesting 
insects. 

The  wheat  aphis  ( Macrosiphum  granarium ,  Kby.)  is  found  on  wheat 
during  the  cold  months,  infesting  the  leaves  and  ears.  As  the  ears  ripen 


F i  g.  519—  RHIZO BIOS  ,J  LT.T  U  BtE 
Antenna.  (I.  M.  N.) 


Fig.  520— Pemphigus  nap^eus.  (I.  M.  N.) 


with  the  warmer  weather,  they  fly  away  to  the  doob  grass  and  feeding 
for  a  little  on  this  plant,  hide  away  on  the  surface  of  the  soil.  In  what 
stage  they  remain  until  November  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  they 
reappear  then  on  the  wheat  and  it  is  probable  they  pass  these  months 
in  the  adult  stage.  The  Cotton  Aphis  (Aphis  gossyjpii,  Glov.)  is  a  cos¬ 
mopolitan  insect  which  breeds  freely  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  if  food  is 
available.  It  has  been  found  on  cotton  and  cucurbitaceous  plants  and 
may  have  other  food-plants.  Schizoneura  lanigera,  Hausm.,  the  so-called 
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“  American  Blight  ”  or  “  woolly  louse  ”  is  stated  to  occur  in  South 
India  and  to  have  been  extremely  destructive  ;  a  great  deal  has  been 

written  about  this  pest  in  temperate 
climates,  and  what  is  known  of  it 
in  India  will  be  found  in  Indian 
Museum  Notes,  II,  p.  52. 

Buckton  described  Rhizobius  juju- 
bee  from  the  roots  of  ber  (Zizyphus 
jujuba)  and  also  recorded  the 
European  rose  aphis  ( Siphonophora 


MACULATUS 


Fig,  521— Chaitophorus 
Wings. 

rosce)  from  India  (British  Aphides,  V ok 
IV).  Though  occurring  outside  the 
limits  of  the  plains,  we  may  notice  the 
gall-making  aphid  on  Pistachia  terebin- 
thus  described  by  Buckton  as  Pemphigus 
cedificator  (I.  M.  N.,  Ill,  71)  as  well  as 
P.  napeeus ,  Buckt.,  and  P.  immunis , 

Buckt.,  on  Poplar  and  Aspen  in  the 
Himalayas  (I.  M.  N.,  IV,  50).  Oregma 
bambusce,  Buckt.,  is  described  as  at¬ 
tacking  bamboo  in  Debra  Dun.  (I.  M. 

N.,  Ill,  87.) 

Buckton  also  described  Chaitophorus 
maeulatus  (I.  M.  N.,  IV,  277),  which 
attacked  lucerne  in  Jodhpur.  It  is  a 
frequent  pest  to  lucerne  in  other  parts  of  India  where  this  crop  is  grown 
for  fodder.  The  following  is  a  list  of  definitely  recorded  or  identified 
species 


Fig.  522— CHAiTorHORUs  maculatus 
Wingless  form. 


Macrosiphum  sonchi,  L. 
Toxoptera  aurantii,  Boyr. 
Aphis  gossypii,  Glov. 

,,  rumicis ,  Linn. 

,,  adusta ,  Zehnt. 

,,  cardui ,  Linn. 

„  brassicce,  Linn. 

.,  m.alvce.  Pasc. 


on  Safflower. 

,,  Orange. 

,,  Cotton,  Cucumber,  etc. 

,,  Vigna  eatjang,  Benincasa 

cerifera. 

,,  Juar. 

,,  Pigeon  pea. 

„  Radish. 

„  Bhindi. 
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Nyzus  nerii,  Boyr. 

Macrosiphum  granarium,  Kby. 
Chaitophorus  maculatus,  Buckt. 
Rhizobius  jujubce,  Buckt. 
Ceylonia  thececola,  Buckt. 
Schizoneura  lanigera,  Hausm. 
Pemphigus  cedificator ,  Buckt. 

,,  napceus  ,, 

,,  immunis  ,, 

Siphonophora  rosce,  Beam. 
Rhopalosiphum  nymphece ,  Fabr. 

,,  dianthi,  Schr. 

Oregma  h  ambus  ce,  Buckt. 


on  Ak.  ( Calotropis ). 

,,  Wheat,  barley,  etc. 

,,  Lucerne. 

,,  Ber  ( Zizyphus  jujubce). 

,,  Tea. 

„  Apple. 

,,  Pistachia  terebinthus. 

,,  Poplar. 

,,  Aspen. 

,,  Rose. 

,,  Aquatic  plants. 

,,  Rape. 

,,  Bamboo. 


Aleurodim;. 

Mealy  wings.  Tarsi  two-jointed.  Both  sexes  winged ,  with  jew  veins. 
Nymph  in  a  scale  with  a  vasiform  orifice. 

This  is  a  family  of  small  insects,  difficult  to  distinguish  in  any  but  the 
adult  winged  stage  from  Coccidce.  The  adults  have  two  pairs  of  wings, 


Fig.  523— Aleurodes  nubilans.  (I.  M.  N.) 
with  at  most  two  veins  in  each  ;  this  separates  them  from  Coccidce  in 
which  the  male  has  but  one  pair  of  wings,  the  female  none,  and  from 
Psyllidce,  in  which  the  wings  have  more  than  two  distinct  veins.  The 
adults  are  small  moth-like  insects,  with  floury  wings,  usually  white, 
sometimes  with  black  or  grey  spots  or  bands. 


PLATE  LXXXI. — Aleurodes  Ricini  (Nom.  Nud.). 
Castor  Aleurodes. 

Fig.  1.  Eggs  on  a  young  castor  leaf,  x  8. 

,,  2.  A  single  egg.  x  20. 

„  3.  Nymph  just  hatched,  x  80. 

„  4.  „  two  days  later  with  waxy  fringe. 

„  5.  ,,  in  last  stage,  x  25. 

,,  6.  Adult  female. 

„  7.  „  male. 


Clania  Soror. 

9.  Larva  that  feeds  on  the  Aleurodes  nymphs. 

,,  10.  Pupa. 

„  11.  Imago. 

Figures  9,  10,  11,  illustrate  the  Coccinellid  beetle  which  specially  feeds 
upon  this  mealy-wing. 


r. 


CASTOR  ALEURODES. 
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The  antennae  are  usually  seven-jointed  and  moderately  long  ;  the 
compound  eyes  are  distinct  and  there  are  usually  two  ocelli.  The  wings 

are  of  nearly  equal  size,  with  bristles 
or  ornamentation  at  the  margin,  the 
thorax  well  developed.  The  abdomen 
is  ovate  and  thickset,  the  vasiform 
orifice  present  (see  below)  the  male 
with  a  short  penis.  Legs  are  of  moder¬ 
ate  length,  the  insects  being  able  to 
walk  and  fly. 

Peal  worked  out  the  life-history  of 
some  species  and  more  has  since  been 
learnt  of  this  group.  The  eggs  are 
usually  attached  to  the  leaf  by  a  very 
short  stalk  and  are  smooth,  shiny,  oval 
in  form.  They  are  laid  in  clusters  on 
the  leaf,  often  in  a  circular  band  formed 
by  the  female  revolving  as  on  a  pivot 

Fig.  524 -Aleurodes  Barodensis  while  depositing  them.  The  young 
Egg,  Nymph,  Pvtje.  (I.  M.  N.)  }arva  that  issues  is  active,  of  the  flat¬ 


tened  oval  shape  of  a  Coccid  larva, 
with  legs  and  antennae ;  it  is  active 
for  a  short  time  and  moves  about  till 
it  finds  a  satisfactory  place  when  it 
settles  down  and  fixes  itself.  It 
then  moults  and  becomes  a  legless 
scale-like  insect,  flattened  and  press¬ 
ed  to  the  leaf  ;  there  is  usually  a 
development  of  wax  as  a  covering, 
the  wax  being  the  product  of  dermal 
glands,  as  in  the  Coccidce  /  this  wax 
often  takes  very  bizarre  forms.  The 
characteristic  of  this  and  the  later 
immature  stages  is  the  “  vasiform 
orifice,  ”  an  opening  on  the  dorsal 
surface  of  the  abdomen  leading 
into  a  space  in  which  lies  a  narrow 


Fig.  525— Aleurodes  Barodensis.  B. 
Larva.  C.  Pores  of  larva.  D.  Margin 
of  larva.  E.  Vasiform  orifice  and 
operculum.  (I.  M.  N.) 
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structure,  like  a  tongue  (the  lingula)  from  which  honey-dew  is  secreted  ; 
this  orifice  is  covered  by  a  hinged  plate  (the  operculum).  In  this  state, 
the  nymph  has  its  rostral  setae  buried  in  the  tissues  of  the  host  plant, 
and  feeds  on  the  sap  it  extracts.  In  addition  to  producing  honey-dew, 
it  produces  the  wax  it  is  covered  in  ;  it  is  apparently  uncertain  whether 
honey-dew  is  or  is  not  distinct  from  the  excreta ;  it  is  stated  to  be  so 
in  Psyllidce,  but  not  in  Aphidce ;  we  believe  it  is  not  distinct  in  Coccidce 
or  Aleurodidce  in  all  cases. 


Fig.  526— Aleurodes  eugenic  vae  aurantii.  A.  Pupae  on  leaf. 

B.  Pupa  case.  C.  Diagram  of  pupa  case.  D.  One  radiating 
patch  of  0.  E.  Margin  of  pupa  case.  F.  Vasiform  Orifice, 
operculum  and  lingula  (diagrammatic).  (I,  M.  N.) 

In  the  nymph  state  there  are  two  moults,  followed  by  a  moult  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  pupa  stage,  i.e.,  there  are  in  all  the  following  instars  : — 

1st  instar,  active,  followed  by  1st  moult. 

2nd  ,,  scale-like,  followed  by  2nd  moult. 

3rd  ,,  scale-like,  followed  by  3rd  moult. 

Pupa  ,,  in  the  scale,  followed  by  4th  moult. 

Winged  imago. 
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There  are  only  small  changes  at  the  second  and  third  moults,  but  the 
insect  in  the  puparium  is  a  definite  pupal  form,  inactive,  with  wings, 
legs  and  antennae  being  formed  outside  the  body.  From  it  the  imago 
emerges,  with  fully  formed  rostrum  and  alimentary  system,  and  leads 
an  active  life. 

A  great  deal  is  obscure  about  these  insects,  and  we  cannot  here  go 
into  further  detail.  Very  little  is  known  of  the  hibernation,  of  the  length 
of  life,  of  the  habits  of  the  imago,  etc.  Peal  observed  that  the  nymphs 
were  parasitised  by  minute  Chalcids  and  they  are  fed  upon  by  beetle 
larvae.  Fungi  also  attack  them  (e.q.,  Aschersonia  and  Sphcerostilbe). 

Equally  little  is  recorded  as  to  the  destruction  caused  by  these 
forms.  The  Gane  Mealy  Wing  ( Aleurodes  barodensis ,  Mask.)  is  occasion¬ 
ally  a  serious  pest  in  many  parts  of  India  ;  the  Castor  Mealy  Wing  is 
occasionally  destructive  ;  tobacco  is  attacked  by  a  distinct  species ; 
the  Mango  Mealy  Wing  is  sometimes  important,  as  is  a  black  species 
attacking  orange.  None  are  known  as  serious  pests  to  permanent  crops 
such  as  tea,  coffee,  etc.,  and  none  are  likely  to  injure  quick-growing 
crops.  The  family  therefore  has  not  a  very  great  importance,  about 
equal  to  that  of  Coccidce ,  but  far  less  than  that  of  Aphidce,  if  we  consider 
Indian  Agriculture.  “  Black  Blight,  ”  the  fungus  which  covers  the 
leaves  of  plants  on  which  “  honey-dew  ”  has  fallen,  is  a  feature  also  of 
Aleurodid  attack,  and  is  confused  with  it. 

The  student  should  consult  the  “  Contributions  towards  a  Mono¬ 
graph  of  the  Oriental  Aleurodidae  ”  by  H.  D.  Peal,  in  the  “Journal 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,”  LXXII,  pp.  61-98  (1903).  It  was  his 
intention  to  have  described  other  species  including  those  mentioned 
here  as  attacking  castor,  mango  and  orange,  but  his  death  occurred 
when  the  work  was  in  progress. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  recorded  Indian  species,  as 
given  in  his  Monograph. 

1.  Aleurodes  eugenice ,  Mask.,  occurs  on  Eugenia  jambolana  in 

Poona.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  IV,  52.) 

2.  A.  barodensis ,  Mask.,  on  Cane.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  IV,  143.) 

3.  A.  eugenice  var  aurantii. on  orange  in  North-West  Himalayas. 

(Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  IY,  144.) 

4.  A.  cotesii,  Mask.,  on  rose,  Quetta.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  IV,  145.) 
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5.  A.  nubilans,  Buckt.,  on  betel  ( Piper  betel)  in  Backerganp 

(Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  Y,  36.) 

6.  A.  piperis,  Mask.,  Ceylon.  (Trans.  N.  Z.  Inst.,  XXVIII, 

p.  438,  1895.) 

7.  A.  religiosa ,  Peal.  (Journ.  As.  Soc.,  Bengal,  LXXII,  p.  67, 

1903),  on  Pipal  and  Banyan  in  Calcutta. 

8.  A.  bengalensis,  Peal.  (loc.  cit.). 

9.  A.  Alcocki,  Peal.,  on  banyan,  Calcutta  and  Champaran 

(loc.  cit.). 

10.  A.  quaint  ancei,  Peal.,  on  Pipal  ( Ficus  religiosa ),  Calcutta. 

11.  A .  Simula,  Peal.,  on  the  Silk  Cotton  Tree  (Bombax  malabari- 

cum),  in  Calcutta  (loc.  cit.). 

12.  A.  bambusce,  Peal.,  on  bamboos,  Calcutta  (loc.  cit.). 

13.  A.  Leakii,  Peal.,  on  indigo,  Dalsingh  Serai,  Tirhut 

(loc.  cit.). 

14.  A.  hoyce,  Peak,  on  Hoya  in  Calcutta  (loc.  cit.). 

Aleurodes  bergi,  Sign.,  has  since  been  found  and  reared  upon  sugar¬ 
cane  in  Behar,  and  other  species  occur  on  castor,  mango  and  tobacco. 
A  full  account  of  the  first  has  been  published  by  Zehntner  (Arch.  Java 
Suiker-industrie,  14,  p.  939  [1896],  with  coloured  figures).  Figures  of 
the  undescribed  species  occurring  on  castor  in  India  will  be  found  on 
Plate  LXXXL 


CocciDiE. — Mealy  bugs  and  Scale  insects. 

Male  winged ,  with  one  pair  of  wings.  Female  wingless.  Usually  small 
insects,  living  motionless  on  plants  and  concealed  or  protected  by  a 
covering.  Tarsus  one-jointed  with  a  single  claw. 

Scale  insects,  while  rarely  attaining  very  small  dimensions,  form  part 
of  the  great  number  of  insects  that  are  sufficiently  small  to  escape  general 
attention.  Many  are  not  more  than  one-twentieth  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Others  are  distinctly  larger,  of  the  size  of  a  pea,  while  a  few  of  the  largest 
Indian  forms  have  a  length  of  one-half  and  even  two-thirds  of  an  inch. 
None  can  rank  among  the  large  insects,  whilst  the  giants  of  the  family 
(Monophlebus ,  Walkeriana,  Lecanium  imbricans ,  etc.)  are  conspicuous 
only  when  abundant. 


PLATE  LXXXII.— Coccidjs. 

Fig.  1.  Puivinaria  female  and  ovisac.  (Enlarged). 

,,  2.  Dactylopius  citri  female  and  ovisac.  (Enlarged). 

,,  3.  Dicts2ns  barber i. 

”  4' ! 

5.  -  leery  a  atgypiiaca  Females.  (Enlarged). 

„  6.) 

;(Plate  painted  by  Mrs.  S.  Wyse.) 
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Practically  all  are  clothed  in  some  form  of  covering,  or  bear  large 
masses  of  material  of  their  own  production.  The  winged  males  are  cov- 


Fig.  527— Young  and  Females,  Leoanium 
nigrum,  x  3. 


ered  only  in  a  thin  powdering  of  wax,  as  are  a  few  of  the  females.  Many 
have  a  thicker  coat  of  mealy  material  ( Monophlebus ,  Icerya,  Pseudococcus , 
etc).  ;  the  bamboo  scale  (Aster olecanium)  has  a  glassy  covering  ;  the  lac 
insects  ( Tachardia )  produce  an  abundant  covering  of  resinous  matter; 
the  wax  scales  (Ceroplastes)  are  enclosed  in  dense  wax  in  plates  ;  the  shield 
scales,  Lecanium ,  have  a  thickened  dorsal  surface,  without  wax  ;  and  a 


Fig.  528— Lecanium  Watti  (Left)  and  Eriocbiton  them— 

Ventral.  {After  Green.) 

large  number. (Diaspis,  Aspidiotus,  etc.)  have  a  scaly  covering  formed  of 
felted  threads  and  cast  skins.  The  colour  of  this  covering  is  often  white 
or  grey,  rarely  brightly  coloured  or  noticeable ;  the  insect  within  is  usually 
HL  48 
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brightly  coloured,  the  colouring  matter  in  the  tissues  showing  through 
the  skin.  In  such  small  insects,  colour  schemes  appear  to  be  of  little 
importance  though  a  few  are  cryptically  coloured.  In  all,  the  females 
and  males  are  sharply  differentiated,  the  former  inactive  and  wingless  ; 
the  latter  small,  active  and  winged.  In  their  first  two  stages  they  are 
indistinguishable,  the  structure  being  similar  throughout  the  group  (see 
Plate  LXXXIII).  The  young  are  oval,  flattened,  with  legs,  antennae  and 
eyes  ;  the  form  changes  at  the  first  moult,  the  body  becoming  flattened 
and  adapted  to  the  parasitic  life  on  the  plant.  Antennae,  eyes  and  legs 
are  no  longer  to  be  found  in  many  inactive  species,  the  mealy  bugs  and 
some  active  species  retaining  them.  The  female  normally  passes  through 
three  moults  with  small  changes ;  the  male  after  the  second  moult  either 
gradually  or  immediately  becomes  a  pupa  ;  wing  pads  are  slowly  formed 
and  the  resting  stage  is  entered  on  some  days  after  the  second  moult.  It 
is  thus  not  a  true  pupa,  but  rather  a  resting  nymph.  The  degree  of 
degeneration  varies  with  the  species  and  the  adult  pregnant  female  is 
commonly  a  sac,  firmly  fixed  to  the  plant  by  means  of  the  suctorial  ap¬ 
paratus.  The  anal  opening  is  on  the  dorsal  surface,  the  genital  opening  on 
the  ventral.  The  spiracles  are  reduced  to  two  pairs,  on  the  lower  surface, 
at  the  termination  of  air  spaces  that  lead  to  the  edge  of  the  body  ;  in 
some  there  are  special  spiracular  processes  which  bear  the  spiracle  at  the 
outside  of  the  covering.  The  mouthparts  consist  of  the  short  beak-like 
rostrum  from  which  fine  suctorial  threads  arise.  In  the  winged  male  the 
antennae  are  long  and  many  jointed;  the  eyes  large;  the  body  elongated 
and  formed  as  in  flying  insects.  The  wings  are  narrow,  with  few  veins ; 
the  second  pair  of  wings  is  reduced  to  a  hooked  process  which 
engages  with  the  edge  of  the  wing.  At  the  end  of  the  abdomen  are 
frequently  long  many  jointed  cerci,  one  pair  in  some  species,  several 
pairs  in  a  few  (Monojohlehus)  ;  the  penis  is  often  conspicuous  and  ex- 
serted.  The  mouthparts  are  absent  and  in  their  place  is  a  pair  of  eyes. 

In  many  species  of  Coccidce  reproduction  is  apparently  similar  to 
that  of  other  insects.  In  a  large  number,  however,  we  find  that  parthe¬ 
nogenesis  is  apparently  general,  the  colonies  consisting  of  females  only, 
males  not  being  commonly  found  and  possibly  occurring  only  at 
intervals.  Very  little  is  known  accurately  of  such  cases  ;  the  females 
produce  enormous  numbers  of  eggs  and  these  eggs  all  hatch  to  females, 
which  in  turn  produce  female  eggs  parthenogenetically. 
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In  other  species  males  are  abundant,  often  far  more  so  than  the 
females.  Eggs  remain  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  before  hatching. 


Fig.  529— Inglisia  bivalvata  Female,  x  5— Male 
Pupaeium  x  15.  ( After  Green.) 


In  Lecanium  viride,  they  hatch  at  once  ;  in  Lecanium  hemisphcericum , 
they  remain  in  the  scale  for  several  months  and  then  hatching, 
development  and  reproduction  goes  on  rapidly  for  several  generations. 
Other  species  probably  have  seasons  of  rest  and  activity  but  these 
are  not  known. 

The  food  of  Coccidce  is  the  sap  of  plants,  extracted  from  the  tissues 
by  the  long  suctorial  threads.  In  a  few  cases,  the  presence  of  the  coccid 
is  shown  by  a  swelling  of  the  plant  tissues,  as  if  an  irritant  had  been 
injected  by  the  insect  and  a  gall  formed.  In  the  case  of  Dactylopius 
nipce  on  Cotton  and  Mulberry,  the  shoots  are  twisted  and  deformed, 
forming  knots  and  loops  in  which  the  insects  live.  A  subject  deserving 
of  investigation  is  the  relation  of  the  plant  and  its  parasitic  scale  insect. 
There  is  much  circumstantial  evidence  for  the  belief  that  strong  and 
injurious  plants  are  less  attacked  and  more  rarely  infested  than  othe  . 
The  precise  means  by  which  the  plant  effects  this  is  unknown. 

Coccidce  are  the  prey  of  a  very  large  number  of  insects.  The  most 
noticeable  are  the  Coccinellid  beetles  and  larvae,  many  of  which  feed 
exclusively  upon  Coccidce.  Lace  wing  flies  (H emerobiidce)  also  attack 
Coccidce-  ;  the  larva  of  a  small  acalyptrate  fly  feeds  upon  the  masses 
of  eggs  laid  by  mealy  bugs.  The  larvae  of  Spalgis  epius  (Lycaenidae), 
as  of  Eublemma  (Noctuidae)  and  of  several  Tineidce  feed  upon  mealy 
bugs  and  scale  insects.  Parasites  are  abundant,  principally  Chaicidce. 
In  addition,  fungoid  diseases  are  very  prevalent  in  damp  places  and  an 
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enormous  destruction  may  result  if  the  conditions  remain  favourable  to 
the  spread  of  fungoid  disease.  With  all  these  foes,  one  may  imagine  that 
even  the  enormous  reproductive  powers  of  this  group  are  called  upon 
to  maintain  their  numbers  and  the  curious  way  in  which  species  become 
abundant  in  a  locality  and  then  disappear  would  be  fully  explained 
if  we  could  observe  the  working  of  these  enemies.  Ants  are  not  destruc¬ 
tive  to  Coccids  as  is  so  frequently  believed,  but  visit  them  to  obtain  their 
sweet  excretion  or  to  strip  them  of  their  mealy  covering  ;  in  many  cases 
ants  build  shelters  for  them,  care  for  them,  carry  them  about  and  treat 
them  just  as  man  does  his  domestic  animals. 


Few  species  are  really  destructive  in  India  at  the  present  time  and 
the  family  has  not  the  same  importance  it  has  elsewhere.  It  is  chiefly 
to  permanent  crops  such  _ 
as  tea,  coffee,  cacao,  fruit, 
that  these  pests  are  injuri¬ 
ous  in  other  countries,  and 
in  India,  the  green  bug 
(Lecanium  viride),  the  brown 
bug  ( Lecanium  hemisphceri- 
cum)  and  the  Mealy  bug 
(Dactylopius  citri)  are  in¬ 
jurious  to  coffee,  while  a 
number  of  species  occur  on, 
but  are  not  injurious  to, 
tea.  Monophlebus  has  been 
known  to  do  damage  to 
mango,  jack  and  similar 
trees  but  this  is  a  one-brood- 
ed  species  and  is  injurious 
only  once  every  few  years. 

Aspidiotus  aurantii  on 
orange,  the  species  attack¬ 
ing  sugar-cane  (Dactylopius  sacchari ,  Ripersia  sacchari,  Aclerda  yapon- 
ica),  one  species  found  on  rice  ( Ripersia  sacchari),  and  the  potato 
Mealy  bug  (Dactylopius  nipce)  are  the  sole  recorded  cases  of  any 
importance.  (See  Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  India,  II,  No.  7.) 


Fig.  530— Chionaspis  the.®.  Male  and  Female 
scales  on  leaf ;  Female  (above),  male  (below) 
scale,  all  magnified.  (I.  M.  N.) 
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Coccids  are  abundant  in  all  parts  of  the  globe  with  their  maximum 
development  in  tropical  and  sub-tropical  regions.  They  have  been 
spread  on  living  plants  and  many  species  have  a  wide  distribution. 
In  many  cases  it  is  possible  to  clearly  separate  the  indigenous  and  the 
introduced  species  and  the  spread  of  species  now  confined  to  their 
natural  habitat  will  continue  unless  precautions  are  universally  taken 
to  prevent  it.  Of  the  107  known  Indian  species,  twenty-four  are  widely 
scattered  and,  though  possibly  originating  in  India,  are  more  likely 
to  have  been  introduced.  Nine  are  doubtful  and  the  remainder  (74) 
are  almost  certainly  indigenous  and  the  number  of  indigenous  species 
that  remains  to  be  discovered  is  probably  a  large  one.  In  India,  these 
insects  occur  generally,  the  greater  number  of  indigenous  species  living 
on  the  diverse  vegetation  of  the  hill  forests. 

The  literature  of  Indian  species  will  be  found  in  Indian  Museum 
Notes  (Vol.  V),  and  in  the  Memoirsof  the  Agricultural  Department  (Vols. 
I  and  II).  In  Vol.  II,  No.  2,  Green  lists  the  known  Indian  species  with  a 
number  of  new  species,  and  the  life-histories  and  food-plants  are  summa¬ 
rised  in  a  later  Memoir,  Vol.  II,  No.  7.  The  volumes  on  Coccidse  of 
Ceylon  by  E.  E.  Green  should  be  consulted,  as  many  Indian  species  are 
there  discussed  and  beautifully  figured.  The  student  of  the  literature  of 
economic  Coccidae  outside  India  will  find  that  the  generic  names  are  now 
extremely  confused,  owing  to  the  substitution  in  Fernald’s  Catalogue 
of  Pseudococcus  for  Dactylopius ,  Coccus  for  Lecanium,  Lepidosaphes  for 
Mytilaspis  and  Dactylopius  for  Coccus.  We  retain  the  old  names 
(as  Green  has)  and  our  Lecanium  is  the  modern  Coccus  and  our  Coccus  is 
the  modern  Dactylopius .  No  useful  purpose  has  been  gained  by  trans¬ 
ferring  generic  names,  but  American  and  European  Entomologists  have 
in  part  or  wholly  adopted  the  changes,  and  the  student  must  bear  this 
very  clearly  in  mind. 

Eight  sub-families  are  represented  in  India,  the  Ortheziince ,  Idiococ - 
cince  and  Brachyscelince  not  being  known  to  occur.  The  total  recorded 
species  is  107,  Monophlebince  14,  Asterolecaniince  4,  Eriococcince  2,  Dacty- 
lopiince  16,  Tachardiince  4,  Coccince  1,  Lecaniince  30,  Diaspince  35. 

The  Monophlebince  are  marked  by  the  compound  eyes  of  the  males 
and  the  absence  of  the  setiferous  ring  in  the  females.  Monophlebus  is 
represented  by  seven  doubtfully  distinct  species.  Both  sexes  grow  to  a 
great  size  (for  this  family),  the  females  as  much  as  two-thirds  of  an  inch. 
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The  life-history  of  one  species  is  fully  described  (Mem.  Agric.  Dept.,  India, 
Entom.  II,  7),  and  all  Indian  species  probably  have  a  similar  one.  The 
young  of  both  sexes  appear  during  the  cold  weather  and  climb  up  bushes 
to  feed.  They  moult  as  usual  and  the  male  in  March,  after  the  penulti¬ 
mate  moult,  struggles  away  into  a  corner  and  secretes  a  cloudy  cocoon 
round  itself ;  the  legs  and  wings  pads  then  appear  and  it  becomes  a 
pupa.  The  male  emerges  in  early  April  and  for  a  time  is  one  of  the 
abundant  insects  flying  freely.  (Plate  LXXXIV.)  The  females  are 
by  this  time  entering  the  last  instar  and  are  fertilised  now.  They  feed 
chiefly  on  the  ends  of  branches  of  trees  or  on  the  stalks  of  such  fruits  as 
mango  and  jack.  They  grow  to  a  very  large  size,  flat  active  bugs  clothed 
uniformly  in  mealy  white  wax.  When  full-grown  they  descend  the 
tree  and,  when  this  is  occurring,  they  are  a  very  noticeable  sight.  In 
a  week  all  have  gone  ;  actually  each  creeps  away  into  hiding  and 
lays  eggs  ;  the  eggs  lie  there  till  November  and  then  hatch.  The 
curious  life-history,  the  large  size  and,  above  all,  their  really  extra¬ 
ordinary  disappearance  make  this  a  very  notable  insect. 

Icerya  cegyptiaca,  Dough,  is  common  on  croton  (Plate  LXXXII)  and 
the  life-history  of  I.  minor,  Gr.,  is  fully  described  (loc.  cit.).  Newstead 
has  described  7.  formicarium  from  ants’  nests.  Walkeriana  cinerea, 
Gr.,  is  a  large  solid  insect  found  upon  babul  (Acacia  arabica)  and  mendhi 
(Lawsonia  alba).  The  young  are  provided  with  very  long  hairs  and  float 
in  the  breeze  like  thistle-down.  Of  the  Aster olecaniince,  Asterolecanium 
includes  A.  miliaris,  Boisd.,  var  robusta,  Gr.,  found  in  immense  profusion 
on  bamboo  in  Behar  ;  the  little  pear-shaped  scales  are  not  easily  seen, 
fixed  tightly  to  the  bamboo  and  not  differing  from  it  in  colour. 
Cerococcus  hibisci ,  Green,  is  a  beautiful  scale  found  upon  cotton, 
hibiscus,  etc.  It  is  widespread  in  India  ;  Chalcid  parasites  keep  it 
in  check.  The  Eriococcince  include  only  two  species  found  in  the  hills. 

The  Dactylopiince  are  the  “  mealy  bugs  ”  proper,  the  genera  Dacty- 
lopms  and  Phenacoccus  containing  our  common  species.  There  is  a  defi¬ 
nite  setiferous  ring  and  the  abdomen  is  not  cleft  behind.  The  life-history 
of  D.  saccJiarifolii  is  described  fully  (loc.  cit.):  D.  citri,  Risso.  (Plate 
LXXXII),  is  world  wide,  and  is  in  Coorg  injurious  to  the  roots  of 
young  coffee  plants.  D.  nipce,  Mask.,  is  known  on  stored  potatoes  and 
on  cotton,  hibiscus,  etc.  D .  sacchari,  Ckll . ,  lives  on  cane  below  the 
sheathing  leaves.  D.  virgatus,  Ckll.,  is  common  on  Acalypha,  violet 


)' )  A ..  i  < .« 1  ft  .=>•  n  • !  i  s 


rr.L  v 


•.‘By  s’,  m>'  vii^iA  i  t 

,«•  7ii^ ^mur;  -A  ,. 

A;Ot  v  .^*0.-.  ,’ifld htti  AAa 

.A<;  x  ;  .'iwtis'.ii-W’tQ-  ''■-■fir  }\ecy?/  I  .^hmv  •'  .  ; 

.i  V  ■;  ,  j  V  :  ;■  - : :  >  )  j  '  ? -  ffo  j  .7  |{  f  8 0  9 !  f\ fl 1 0*1  hi  ■ 

.0  1  -X  A  r>:-: :  t  Mt»->  W. 

;  A  ;  x  A;.;m  »)•■•  ^nA/7 

Jk.m 


PLATE  LXXXIII.— Tachaedia  Lacca 
Lac. 


1.  Healthy  insects  on  stick. 

2.  Unhealthy  ,,  ,, 

3.  First  instar,  active  stage,  x  40. 

4.  Female,  4  weeks  after  inoculation,  x  35. 

5.  „  13  „  „  x  15. 

6.  Dead  female  cell,  with  young  emerging,  x  4. 

7.  Male  cell,  13  weeks  after  inoculation,  x  15. 

8.  Wingless  male,  x  12. 

9.  Winged  male,  x  40. 


TACHARDIA  LACCA 
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and  other  garden  plants.  Ripersia  sacchari,  Gr.,  lives  on  cane,  as 
also  on  rice  and  on  grasses.  Phenacoccus  insolitus,  Gr.,  has  been  found 

abundantly  upon  barlar  ( Sidacordi - 
folia).  Antonina  indica ,  Green  (fig. 
527),  is  enclosed  in  a  close  felted  sac, 
quite  separate  from  the  body  ;  it  is 
found  on  grasses. 

The  Tachardiince  include  the  lac 

insects,  of  which  Tachardia  lacca, 

Kerr.  (Plate  LXXXIII),  is  the  most 

important,  T.  fid,  Gr.,  and  T.  albizzice, 

Gr.,  also  yielding  lac  on  a  commercial 

scale.  It  is  by  no  means  clear  which 

lac  is  really  T.  lacca  or  how  many 

species  there  really  are.  There  is  a 

considerable  mass  of  literature  ey  die 

lac  insects  but  no  really  good  account 

has  yet  been  published.  (A.  J.  I., 

Yol.  IV,  No.  3.)  Of  the  Coccince  the 

Cochineal  insect  of  commerce  is  Coccus 

cacti,  said  to  have  been  introduced 

into  South  India.  C.  indicus ,  Green, 

has  been  found  on  Opuntia  by  I.  H. 

Fi^.  531— Antonina  indica  Fem-  Burkill. 
ales  on  grass  stem.  The  right- 

hand  insect  is  extruding  a  drop  of  The  Lecaniince  have  the  body  cleft 
liquid,  x  3.  (F.  M.  H.)  J 

behind  and  the  anal  orifice  closed  by 

a  pair  of  triangular  plates.  Three  important  genera  are  included  : 

Lecanium  has  no  distinct  covering  but  a  hardened  integument  ;  no  ovisac 

is  formed  :  Pulvinaria  is  similar  but  a  white  ovisac  is  formed  (Plate 

LXXXII,  fig.  1  ) ;  Ceroplastes  is  covered  in  solid  wax,  usually  arranged 

in  plates.  Lecanium  hemisphcericum,  T.  T.,  is  the  brown  scale  of  coffee, 

L.  viride,  Gr.,  is  the  green  scale  of  coffee.  The  former  is  common  on  guava 

in  other  parts  of  India.  L.  hesperidum,  Linn.,  is  the  soft  scale,  found  in 

the  leaf- nests  of  the  red  tree- ant  (Occophylla  smaragdina).  L.  nigrum, 

Nietn.,  is  found  on  cotton,  hibiscus,  etc.  Pulvinaria  psidii,  Mask. 

(Plate  LXXXII),  is  the  Green  Mealy  Scale  which  infests  trees  used  as 

shade  for  Coffee  in  South  India.  Ceroplastes,  the  wax-scale,  is  represented 
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commonly  by  C.  floridensis,  Comst.,  on  guava.  The  wax  of  C.  ceriferus , 
Anders.,  has  been  used  in  India  as  medicine,  etc.  (Ind.  Mus.  Notes,  II, 
No.  3.) 

The  Diaspince  are  marked  by  the  pygidium,  a  complex  terminal 
segment  with  the  anal  orifice  above  and  the  genital  orifice  below,  with 


Fig.  532— Chionaspis  separata,  Female  and  Puparium. 
( After  Green.) 


wax  glands  grouped  around  both,  and  on  the  margin,  a  complicated 
series  of  spines  and  processes.  The  identification  of  species  is  rendered 
possible  by  the  pygidium. 

The  covering  of  the  female  consists  of  the  first  small  exuvium  (pel¬ 
licle),  to  which  is  added  the  second  exuvium  (pellicle)  and  in  most  cases 
a  large  felted  scale  (secretionary  supplement)  ;  in  the  male  there  is  the 
first  pellicle  and  a  felted  scale.  Our  genera  can  be  distinguished  by  the 
characters  of  these  scales  more  or  less  clearly  as  follows 


Aspidiotus. 

Mytilaspis. 

Parlatoria. 

Aonidia. 


Dias  pis. 

Chionaspis. 

Fiorinia. 


Male  and  female  puparium  similar,  subcircular. 

Male  and  female  puparium  similar,  elongate. 

Male  and  female  puparium  similar,  broadly  oval. 

Male  and  female  puparium  similar,  subcircular. 

Female  puparium  composed  of  second  pellicle,  no 
secretionary  supplement. 

Female  puparium  subcircular,  male  elongate. 

Female  puparium  elongate  or  pyriform.  Male  elongate, 
Female  puparium  with  no  secretionary  supplement. 
Male  elongate. 
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PLATE  LXXXIV. — Monophlebus  Stebbingi  Vab. 

OCTOCAUDATA,  GR. 

Fig.  1.  Adult  Female,  after  the  last  moult 
,,  2.  Exuvii®  of  Nymphs. 

,,  3.  Female  showing  ovisac. 

,,  4,  Females  egg-laying  under  a  piece  of  brick. 

,,  5.  Male  pupa. 

,,  6.  Male  Imago. 

,,  7.  Aulis  vestita ,  larva,  magnified. 

„  8.  ,,  „  pupa, 

»  9.  ,,  „  imago. 

Figs.' 7,  8,  9,  illustrate  the  Coccinellid  beetle  which  specially  preys  upon 
this  mealy-bug. 

(Reprinted  from  Memoirs  of  the  Agricultural  Department.) 
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Aspidiotus  aurantii ,  Mask.,  is  the  red  Scale  of  Orange,  a  world-wide 
species  growing  on  cultivated  citrus.  A.  destructor ,  Sign.,  is  frequently 


Fig.  533— Female  and  Male  Puparia  of  Diaspin^.  L  Aspidiotus. 
2.  Mytilaspis.  3,  Parlatoria.  4.  Aonidia.  5.  Diaspis. 

6.  Chionaspis.  7.  Fiorinia. 


abundant  on  palms  and  on  mango.  A.  -ficus ,  Ashm.,  is  the  black  Scale  of 
the  Areca  palm.  Mytilaspis  piperis,  Gr.,  was  found  on  croton  at 
Calcutta,  and  by  Dr.  Barber  on  cultivated  pepper  in  South  India. 


Fig.  534— Chionaspis  decurvata.  Green.  Pygidium.  (I.  M.  N.) 
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We  figure  Bias p is  Barberi,  Gr.  (Plate  LXXXII,  fig.  3),  which  grows 
on  Loranthus  on  trees.  Chionaspis  vitis ,  Gr.,  is  frequently  to  be 
seen  on  the  leaves  of  mango  trees  ;  two  species  of  Hemichionaspis , 
H.  fici,  Gr.,  and  H .  minima ,  Gr.,  infest  the  fig  trees  so  constantly 
grown  as  shade. 


Pediculim;. — (Anoplura)  Lice. 

Wingless  flattened  parasitic  bloodsucking  insects .  The  head  distinctly 
separated  from  the  thorax  ;  the  three  segments  of  the  latter  fused  into 
one  mass .  The  proboscis  short ,  not  folded  hack  under  the  thorax.  The 
legs  stout ,  generally  with  very  large  claws. 


Lice  are  common  parasites  of  men  and  mammals,  and  their 
characteristic  flattened  shape  and  big  claws  make  them  easily  recognised. 

It  is  possible  to  confuse  them  with 
the  non-blood-sucking  Mallophaga, 
as  a  few  species  of  the  latter  are  found 
on  mammals  though  they  are  mostly 
confined  to  birds.  The  Mallophaga 
differ  from  the  Pediculidce  in  having 
jaws  instead  of  a  proboscis,  and  in 
the  thoracic  segments  being  usually 
fairly  distinct  ;  as  a  rule  the  head 
is  relatively  much  larger  than  in 
Pediculidce,  and  the  claws  smaller. 
Very  little  seems  to  be  known  about 
the  life-history  of  Lice.  The  males 
are  generally  a  little  smaller  than  the 
females,  and  can  sometimes  be  distinguished  by  their  having  the  end  of  the 
abdomen  rounded  whereas  the  female  abdomen  is  often  divided  by  a 
median  notch  or  cleft.  They  are  very  prolific  and  probably  most  species 
will  be  found  to  pass  their  lives  on  the  body  of  their  host,  though  some  of 
them  apparently  do  not  do  so.  Three  species  infest  man,  and  are  common 
in  India.  These  ar  e  Phthirius  inguinalis,  Leach,  the  crab-louse;  Pedi- 
culus capitis ,  DeGeer.,  the  head-louse;  andP.  vestimenti ,  Burm.,  the 
body-louse.  Other  species  occur  on  horses,  cattle,  goats,  pigs,  camels, 
dogs,  etc. 


Fig.  535 — H  jem  a  to  pin  u  s  of  Buffalo. 
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Giebel  (“  Insecta  Epizoa  ”)  separates  the  Lice  into  four  genera 
according  to  the  following  characters  : — 

A.  Antennae  five- jointed. 

(1)  Thorax  not  sharply  separated  from  abdomen.  Phthirius. 

(2)  Thorax  sharply  separated  from  abdomen. 

(a)  Thorax  almost  as  broad  as  abdomen  ..  Pediculus. 

(b)  Thorax  a  good  deal  narrower  than 

the  broad  abdomen  . .  .  .  Hcematopinus . 

B.  Antennae,  three- jointed  . .  . .  Pedicinus. 

Of  these  four  genera  the  first  two  comprise  the  human  parasites. 
Pediculus  capitis  is  very  similar  to  P.  vestimenti ;  the  latter  however  has 
antennae  a  little  longer  than  in  P.  capitis ,  and  the  second  antennal  joint 
a  little  longer  than  the  others,  while  in  P.  capitis  all  the  antennal  joints  are 
about  the  same  length.  Species  of  the  genus  Pedicinus  are  found  on 
monkeys,  while  in  this  classification  Hcematopinus  comprises  all  the  lice 
found  on  other  warm-blooded  animals.  The  Indian  species  of  this  last 
genus  are  evidently  fairly  numerous,  but  they  have  not  been  worked  out. 

The  interest  of  the  group  has  been  considerably  increased  by  the 
discovery  that  Pediculi  may  act  as  carriers  of  a  fever-producing 
parasite.  (Mackie,  B.  M.  J.) 

The  most  recent  classification  by  Dalla  Torre  (Genera  Insectorum 
Fasc.  81)  is  considerably  more  elaborate  than  Giebel’s.  He  regards 
the  Anoplura  as  composed  of  four  families  differentiated  as  follows  : — 

A.  Legs  not  provided  with  clasping  claws  ; 

tibiae  and  tarsi  slender,  the  latter  with¬ 
out  any  thumb-like  process.  Mouth 
at  the  extremity  of  a  long  tubular 
process. 

Antennae  5-jointed 

including  the  Indian  Elephant’s  louse. 

B.  Legs  with  clasping  claws,  tibiae  stout 

with  a  thumb-like  process.  Antennae 
3  to  5-jointed.  Body  flattened.  A 
stigma  on  the  mesothorax  and  on 
abdominal  segments  3-8 — 

Eyes  large,  dark  and  prominent  . . 

Eyes  obscure  or  absent 


H  cematomyzidce. 

H  cematomyzus  eleplnantis . 


Pediculidce. 

Hcematopinidce. 
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C.  Antennae  4-5-jointed.  Body  thick  and 
plump.  A  stigma  on  the  meso-  and 
metathorax  and  on  abdominal  segments 
2-8.  Head  wide,  no  eyes.  The  body 
sometimes  covered  with  thick  spines.  Echinophthiriidw. 

Of  these  families,  the  Pediculidae  comprise  the  sub-families  Pedicinince 
&i\&Pediculince,  the  latter  composed  of  the  genera  Pediculus  and  Phthirus 
(Phthirius).  H cematopinidce  includes  sub-families  H cematopinince  (genus 
Hcematopinus),  Linognathince  (genera  Polyplax,  Hoplopleura,  Linognathus , 
Hcemodipsus  and  Solenopotes),  and  Euhcematopinince  (genera  Euhcemato- 
pinus  and  Hcematopinoides).  Echinophthiriidce  contains  three  aberrant 
genera  found  on  seals  and  walruses.  No  species  is  definitely  recorded 
by  Dalla  Torre  as  Indian.  (F.  M.  H.) 
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In  this  index,  every  plant  occurs  under  the  generic  name,  in  italics,  and 
under  familiar  common  names,  English  or  Indian.  For  instance,  wheat 
occurs  under  "  Triticum”  and  "Wheat;”  Castor  under  "Castor,”  "Endi  ” 
and  "  Ricinus.  ”  For  those  who  do  not  know  English  or  Indian  names,  the 
generic  name  should  be  sought  ;  for  workers  in  India,  the  common  English 
or  Indian  name  is  the  easiest  to  find,  if  there  is  one,  but  no  attempt  is  made 
to  list  the  multitudinous  Indian  names  of  the  whole  continent.  The  index 
is  meant  to  assist  (1)  the  collector  who  finds  an  insect  on  mango  or  ber ; 
(2)  the  scientist  outside  India,  who  wants  to  look  up  the  insects  found  on 
Mangifera.  Both  are  advised  also  to  consult  the  plant  index  of  Indian 
Insect  Pests. 

A. 

Abutilon,  453,  456. 

Acacia ,  317,  377,  411,  460,  461, 474,  497,  534,  536,  731,  758. 

Achyranthes,  538. 

Mgle,  331,  360,  422,  733. 

Agathi,  Sesbania. 

Ak,  Calotropis. 

Albizzia,  372,  411,  497. 

Alfalfa,  Lucerne. 

Alnus,  732. 

Alstonia,  742. 

Alternanthera ,  520. 

Alysicarpus ,  427. 

Amaltas,  Cassia. 

Amarantus,  344,  385,  516. 

Amaryllis,  445. 

Ammannia,  361. 

Anacardium,  544. 

JP U/Tl'lGCL 

Andropogon,  258,  344,  446,  448,  451,  461,  510,  516,  675,  706,  747. 

Anisomeles,  519,  537. 

Anona,  513. 

Apple,  748. 

Arachis,  119,  331,  438,  534. 

Areca,  380. 

Argemone,  413. 

Arhar,  Cajanus. 

Aristolochia,  423. 

Artocarpus,  461,  756. 

Arj  un ,  Term  inalia. 
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Asan,  Terminalia. 
Avena,  Oats. 
Averrhoa,  528. 


Babul,  Acacia. 

Bael,  JEgle. 

Bajra,  Pennisetum. 

Bair,  Zizyphus. 

Balsam,  389,  469. 

Bamboo,  316,  377,  391,  409,  415,  431,  432,  520,  530,  728,  752,  758. 
Banyan,  Ficus. 

Barley,  748. 

Bassia,  497. 

Bauhinia,  219,  537,  538,  739. 

Benincasa,  747. 

Ber,  Zizyphus. 

Beta ,  469. 

Betel,  Piper. 

Bhindi,  Hibiscus. 

Bilimbi,  Averrhoa. 

Blumea,  413,  447,  457,  461,  520,  537. 

Bornbax ,  378,  447,  535,  692,  752. 

Brassica,  Cabbage.  Mustard. 

Brinjal,  Solanum. 

Butea ,  389,  427,  468,  500. 

C. 

Cabbage,  418,  452,  519,  520,  538,  676. 

Cacao,  517. 

Cajanus,  230,  219,  350,  427,  472,  527,  528,  530,  622,  683,  684,  731,  747. 
Calotropis,  84,  359,  377,  385,  407,  408,  685,  747. 

Camellia ,  Tea. 

Canna,  431. 

Capparis,  417,  418. 

Carambola,  Averrhoa. 

Cardamom,  427. 

Carissa,  468. 

Carthamus,  447,  452,  747. 

Cassia,  418,  493.  509,  514,  531,  540,  727,  731. 

Castor,  415,  438,  452,  461,  498,  499,  500,  517,  533,  738,  752. 

Casuarina,  378. 

Cedrela,  514. 

Cedrus,  514. 

Celsia,  388,  528. 

Cholum,  Andropogon. 

Cicer,  350,  453. 

Cinchona,  706. 

Cinnamomea,  743. 

Citrullus,  309,  345,  378,  452,  518,  528,  632. 

Citrus,  331,  378,  422,  426,  493,  632,  747,  751,  756,  760. 
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Clerodendron,  537,  693. 

Cocoanut,  256,  390. 

Cocos,  256,  390. 

Coffee,  84,  260,  378,  380,  496,  675,  756. 

Combretum,  474. 

Convolvulus,  367. 

Corchorus,  Jute. 

Cordia,  468. 

Coreopsis,  447. 

Corn,  Maize. 

Cotton,  86,  296.  330,  380,  384,  388,  389,  450,  453,  455,  456,  514,  517, 
534,  536,  537,  688,  691,  692,  733,  747,  758,  759. 

Cowpea,  Vigna . 

Crinum,  255. 

Crotalaria,  428.  439,  452,  463.  515,  530,  544. 

Croton,  520,  761. 

Croton-oil  plant,  448. 

Cryptolepis,  408. 

Cucumis,  309,  345,  362,  378,  438,  452,  518,  528,  632,  639. 

Cucurbita,  309,  345,  362,  378,  438,  452,  518,  528,  632,  685,  747. 
Curcuma,  309,  432. 

Custard- Apple,  513. 

Cyamopsis,  534. 

Cycas,  427. 

Cynodon,  448. 


D. 

Dalbergia,  378,  387,  454,  457,  530,  534,  538,  539,  682,  732. 
Deodar,  Cedrus. 

Dhak,  Butea. 

Dicliptera,  343. 

Dillenia,  518. 

Dioscorea,  355. 

Diospyros,  743. 

Dolichos,  350,  467,  672,  684. 

Dregea,  408. 

Dubh,  Cynodon . 


E. 

Elettaria,  427. 

Eleusine,  461,  510. 

Endi,  Ricinus. 

Ervum,  350. 

Erythrina,  471,  518,  682. 

Eugenia,  450,  498,  751. 

Euphorbia,  452,  512,  687. 

F. 

Fenugreek,  520. 

Feronia,  531. 
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Ficus ,  174,  175,  378,  388,  408,  411,  412,  415,  447,  449,  454,  460,  461, 
474,  484,  518,  533,  538,  540,  725,  727,  742,  752,  762. 

Flacourtia,  415. 

G. 

Garuga ,  517,  743. 

Geranium,  453. 

Ginger,  432. 

Glycine ,  450,  517. 

Gmelina,  449. 

Gossypium,  Cotton. 

Gourd,  Cucurbita. 

Gram,  Cicer. 

Grape  Vine,  359,  469,  517. 

Groundnut,  AracJiis. 

Guar,  Cyamopsis. 

Guava,  331,  378,  428,  452,  759,  760. 

Guinea  Grass,  Panicum. 

Guizotia ,  447. 

Gular,  Ficus. 

Gurur,  Polypodium. 

H. 

Helianthus,  519,  537. 

H eliotr opium ,  426. 

Heynea ,  427. 

Hibiscus,  389,  415,  450.  456,  461,  517,  533,  684,  691,  692,  725,  747,  758, 
759. 

Holarrhena,  517. 

Hollyhock,  517. 

Hoya,  752. 

I. 

Indigo,  338.  426,  448,  451,  452,  457,  509,  743,  752. 

Ipomeea,  367,  386,  434,  448,  454,  467,  520. 

J. 

Jack-fruit,  461. 

Jainti,  419,  496. 

Jambora ,  474. 

Jamun,  450,  498. 

Jasminum,  518. 

Jatropha,  673. 

Jhau,  Tamarix. 

Juar,  Andropogon. 

Justicia ,  413. 

Jute,  331,  387,  447,  453,  456,  672,  675. 

K. 

Khair,  378,  411. 

Kicksia,  517. 


Kulthia,  Dolichos. 

Kusumb,  Carthamus. 
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L 

Laburnum,  Cassia. 

Lager  strosmia,  480,  493. 

Law  sonia,  758. 

Lemon,  Citrus. 

Lentil,  Ervum. 

Lepidium,  519. 

Litchi,  378,  385,  449,  454,  475,  493,  531. 

Lily,  445. 

Lime,  Citrus. 

Linseed,  461. 

Lorantkus,  418,  461,  762. 

Lucerne,  104,  385,  427,  453,  517,  533,  675,  676,  748. 

M 

Mahogany,  514. 

Maize,  385,  446,  448,  472,  475,  510,  514,  516,  535,  675,  728. 

Malachra,  453. 

Mangifera,  Mango. 

Mango,  361,  378,  385,  389,  411,  449,  461,  481,  493,  500,  517,  534,  632, 
736,  743,  752,  756,  760,  762. 

Marua,  Eleusine. 

Medicago ,  Lucerne. 

Melilotus ,  385,  676. 

Melon,  Cucurbita,  Cucumis. 

Mimusops ,  514. 

Mint,  452. 

Mohwa,  497. 

Moringa,  520. 

Moms ,  307. 

Moth,  Dolichos. 

Mulberry,  307. 

Mung,  517. 

Musa,  390. 

Mustard,  165,  360,  538,  622,  6 76,  748. 

N 

Nephelium,  Litchi,  500. 

Nerium,  408,  468,  475. 

Nicotiana,  Tobacco. 

Niger  Seed,  447. 

O 

Oats,  434. 

Ocimum,  447,  517,  693. 

Oleander,  408,  468,  475. 

Opium,  544. 

Opuntia,  759. 

IIL 


49 
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Orange,  Citrus . 

Oryza,  Rice. 

Oxalis,  426. 

P 

Paddy,  Rice. 

Pakur,  Ficus. 

Palas,  Bute  a. 

Palm,  256,  390,  431,  504,  535,  760. 

Panicum ,  448,  461,  639 
Papaver ,  544. 

Passiflora ,  415. 

Passionflower,  415. 

Pea,  350,  453,  469,  622. 

Peach,  632. 

Pear,  360. 

Pennisetum,  254,  461,  510,  516. 

Pentapetes,  684. 

Pepper,  761. 

Phaseolus ,  451,  455,  467,  517,  519,  536. 

Phoenix ,  256,  390,  431,  504. 

Phyllanthus ,  452. 

Phy satis,  444. 

Pigeon  Pea,  Cajanus. 

Pipal,  Ficus. 

Piper ,  706,  752,  761. 

Pisum ,  Pea. 

Plantain,  390. 

Polygonum ,  520. 

Poly  podium,  540. 

Pomegranate,  Punica. 

Poplar,  529,  748. 

Potato,  104,  460,  535,  756. 

Psidium,  Guava. 

Psoralea,  422,  534,  538. 

Pumpkin,  Cucurbit  a. 

Punica,  428,  514. 

Q 

Quisqualis,  449,  452. 

R 

Radish,  747. 

Randia,  428. 

Rice,  87,254,  256,258,  346,  361,364,395,  409,  410,  431.  432.  446,  448 
450,  451,  455,  456,  471,  493,  511,  512,  515,  516,  535.  581.  639,  673,  678. 
737,  756. 

Ricinus,  Castor. 

Rivea,  457. 

Rose,  219,  255,  461,  474,  497,  748,  751. 

Rubus,  436. 
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S 

Sacchamm ,  Sugarcane,  511. 

Safflower,  447,  452. 

Sal,  Sfiorea . 

Salix ,  415. 

Salvador  a,  419. 

Sandal,  378,  496. 

Sann,  Crotalaria. 

Santalum ,  378,  496. 

Schizandra ,  520. 

Senji,  385. 

Sesamum ,  467,  520,  630. 

Sesbania,  388,  419,  496. 

More®,  378,  480,  497,  498. 

»,  413,  453,  456,  518,  759. 

Sij,  Euphorbia . 

Simul,  378,  447,  535. 

Singliara,  362. 

Siris,  372. 

Sissu,  Dalbergia. 

Solanum,  104,  449,  457,  460,  513,  514,  518,  639,  693,  732. 

Soy-bean,  450,  517. 

Spinifex ,  511. 

Spondias ,  360. 

Stachytarpheta ,  412. 

Strobilanthus ,  387,  415. 

Sugarcane,  84,  119,  254,  359,  365,  385,  432,  448,  461  510,  511,  512,  514, 
687,  726,  727,  751,  752,  756. 

Sunflower,  119,,  519. 

Sweet-potato,  Ipomcea. 

T 

Taberncemontana,  518. 

Tamarind,  351,  411. 

Tamarix ,  356.  534. 

Tea,  378,  395,'  494,  503,  535,  536,  538,  541,  544,  627,  706,  738. 

Teak,  379,  458,  469,  495,  520. 

Tectona,  Teak. 

Terminalia,  387,  437,  449,  460,  461,  462,  480,  498,  500,  503,  538. 
Thunbergia ,  517. 

Til,  467,  520,  530. 

Tipari,  444. 

Tobacco,  84,  296,  444,  534,  687,  708,  752. 

Toon,  514. 

Trap  a,  362. 

Trewia ,  538. 

Trichosanthes,  380. 

Trigonella,  520. 

Triticum,  Wheat. 

Tulsi,  517. 

Turmeric,  432,  544. 


772 


PLANT  INDEX. 


U 

Urjun,  Terminalia . 

V 

Val,  350,  467. 

Vigna,  350,  427,  747. 

Vitis,  359,  361,  469,  517,  673. 

W 

W dither ia ,  453. 

Watermelon,  345,  452. 

Wheat,  119,  448,  639,  748. 

Willow,  536. 

Z 

Zea ,  Maize. 

Zingiber,  432. 

Zizyphus .  364,  377,  386,  427,  428,  459,  460,  461,  474.  480,  493,  497, 
533,  540,  732,  733. 

Zornia,  413,  426,  427. 
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In  this  index,  two  main  objects  are  considered  ;  first  the  indexing  of 
all  genera,  so  that  anyone  getting  an  insect  identified  as  say  Dindymus 
concolor ,  can  find  where  Dindymus  should  be  placed  ;  second,  topics  dis¬ 
cussed  in  any  detail,  such  as  “  Sex’5  or  r‘Silk  55  are  indexed,  so  that  the 
interlude  can  be  readily  found.  The  index  does  not  go  beyond  this,  as 
the  book  is  primarily  an  account  of.  families  in  definite  order,  which  can  be 
readily  found,  and  the  possible  index  heads  turning  up  in  the  text  are  of  no 
importance.  Every  family,  sub-family  and  genus  is  indexed,  but  only  for 
its  systematic  place  and  genera  mentioned  in  interludes  are  not  indexed. 
All  sub-families  have  been  omitted  in  cases  where  the  next  entry  on  the 
index  is  the  genus  from  which  the  sub-family  takes  its  name,  and  both  have 
the  same  page  reference.  Thus  of  “Bostrychidae,  313,”  “Bostrychinse  316,” 
and  “Bostrychus,  316,”  the  second  has  been  struck  out.  All  references  are 
to  pages  if  in  Arabic  numerals,  to  plate  if  in  Roman  figures. 


A 

Abidama,  734. 

Abisara,  415, 

Abraeus,  294. 

Acasrus,  388. 

Acalyptrate  Muscoids,  615. 
Acanthophorus,  372. 
Acanthaspis,  700 
Acanthalobus ,  81. 
Acanthocoris,  Ixxvi,  683. 
Acantholepis,  231. 
Acantholipes,  454. 
Acanthosoma,  679. 
Acanthopsyche,  493. 

Acara,  509. 

Acherontia,  467,  xl. 
Achetidae,  48. 

Achilinse ,  726. 

Achroia,  509. 

Acidaliinae,  475. 

Acisoma,  129. 

Aclerda,  756. 

Aclybea,  287. 

Acontia,  450,  xxxvii. 
Acraeinae ,  415. 

Acrida,  812. 

Acridella ,  832. 

Acridiidte,  47,  74. 
Acridium,74,  86,  ii,  iii,  iv,  v. 


Acrocercops,  537. 
Acroceridae,  595. 
Acrops,  300. 
Acronyctinae,  447. 
Acrotylus,  83 . 

Actias,  477,  478. 
Aculeata,  184. 

Adelinae,  540. 
Adephaga,  237,  259. 
Adisura,  445. 

Adoretus,  254. 

Aedes,  575. 

Aedinse,  575. 

Aedeomyia,  575. 
Aegocera,  440,  xxxiv. 
Aegosoma,  371. 
iEnictus,  228. 
^Eolesthes,  373. 
iEolothripidae,  544. 
iEthalochroa,  69. 
ASthaloptera,  159. 
iEthriostoma,  311. 
Agabus,  275. 
Agaristidae,  439. 
Agathia,  475. 
Agathodes,  518. 
Agonoscelis,  lxxiii.  676. 
Agria,  649. 

Agrilus,  331. 


Agriophora,  536. 
Agromyza,  lxvii. 
Agromyzidae,  621. 
Agrotis,  445,  xxxiv. 
Agrypnus,  332,  334. 
Akidoproctus,  111. 
Alaus,  333. 

Alcides,  383,  388. 
Aldrichia,  574. 
Aleurodes,  lxxxi,  748. 
Aleurodidae,  748. 
Alindria,  299. 

Allecula,  340,  xxi. 
Allocotasia,  lxiii. 
Alphaea,  438. 
Alphocoris,  lxxii,  673. 
Altha,  499. 

Alucitidae,  526. 

Alydinae,  683. 
Amathusiinae,  410. 
Amauropepla,  673. 
Amblispa,  364. 
Amblyopus,  303. 
Amblyrrhinus,  385. 
Ambulyx,  468. 
Ammopbila,  203. 
Amphicrossus,  295,  297. 
Amphipsocus,  123. 
Ampulex,  207. 
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Amsacta,  435,  438. 
Amyna,  448. 

Amyotea,  676. 

Anacampsis,  213,  534. 
Anaglymma,  293. 
Anapheis,  418. 

Anarsia,  534,  lvi. 
Anaxandra,  679. 
Ancylolomia,  511. 
Ancyrona,  300. 

Andrallus,  677. 

Andrena,  218. 

Anerastia,  512,  xlvii. 
Anisocheleomyia,  575. 
Anisodera,  364. 

Anisolabis,  53. 

Anisops,  716. 

Anisoneura,  450. 

Anobium,  318. 

Anomala,  254,  xiv. 
Anopheles,  565 
Anoplocnemis,  682. 
Anoplura,  762. 

Antestia,  lxxiii.  675. 
Antheua,  472. 

Anthersea,  477,  xlii,  xliii. 
Anthia,  265. 

Anthicus,  342. 

Anthicidse,  342. 
Anthocoridse,  705. 
Anthomyia,  641. 
Anthomyiidae,  640. 
Anthophora,  217,  220,  xiii. 
Anthracinae,  597. 
Anthracophora,  258. 
Anthrenus,  311,  xviii. 
Anthribidse,  379. 

Anticyra,  472. 

Antigastra,  520,  li. 
Antilochus,  691. 

Ant-lions,  147. 

Antonina,  759. 

Ants,  224. 

Aonidia,  760. 

Apanteles,  174,  180. 
Apatetica,  287. 
Aphalorinae,  743. 

Aphanus,  688. 

Aphelinus,  174. 

Aphidte,  743. 

Aphidius,  179. 

Aphiochseta,  lx  v,  609. 
Aphis,  180.  746. 

Aphnseus,  429. 

Aphodius,  250. 
Aphrophorinae,  733. 

Apidae,  217. 

Apioceridae,  600. 
Apiomerinae,  701. 

Apion,  387. 

Apis,  209,  221. 

Apistomyia,  577. 
Apobletus,  293. 


Apoderus,  208,  387,  xxvii. 
Apogonia,  254. 
Apomecyna,  376,  xxv. 
Aporus,  199. 

Appias,  418. 

Appolonius,  688. 

Aptera,  43. 

Apterogyna,  186. 
Apterygida,  53. 

Aquatic  Insects,  131. 
Arachnomimus,  105. 
Aradidae,  692. 

Araecerus,  380,  xxvii. 
Arbela,  493,  xlv. 

Arbelidae,  493. 

Arete,  453. 

Arctiidae,  434. 

Arctiinae,  437. 

Arctocoris,  673. 

Argina,  463,  xxxix. 
Argyramoeba,  lxiii.  598. 
Arista,  547. 

Artemidorus,  688. 
Arthroceratinae.  592 
Asava,  300. 

Ascalaphinae,  150. 
Ascalaphus,  151. 
Aschistus,  Ixxvi. 

Asclera,  343. 

Asilidae,  602. 

Asilinae,  604. 

Asopinae,  676. 

Asopus,  677. 

Aspidiotus,  174,  760. 
Aspidolopha,  357. 
Aspidomorpha,  366. 
Aspilocoryphus,  687, 
Aspongopus,  lxxiv,  678. 
Aschiza,  548. 

Aspistes,  587. 

Assmuthia,  45. 

Astata,  201,  x. 

Asteia,  624. 
Asterolecanium,  758. 
Astycus,  384. 

Asura,  437. 

Atactogaster,  386. 

Atella,  415. 

Ateuchus,  248. 

Athalia,  165,  ix. 

Athyreus,  251. 

Atlas  Moth,  479. 
Atmetonychus,  384,  xxvii. 
Atractocerus,  327. 
Atractomorpha,  79,  85. 
Atropos,  122. 

Attacus,  477,  xliv. 
Attagenus,  311. 

Attelabus,  387. 

Attraction  to  light,  106. 
Audinetia,  lxxiv,  677. 
Augasmus,  294. 
Aulacochilus,  303. 


Aulacophora,  352,  362. 
Aulacus,  181. 

Aularches,  83. 

Aulis,  308,  Ixxxiv. 
Aulonogyrus,  281. 
Autocrates,  347. 

Azanus,  429. 

Azygophleps,  496. 

B 

Babula,  493. 

Baecha,  Ixv. 

Badamia,  431. 

Bagrada,  lxxiii.  675. 
Balaninus,  383,  388,  xxvii, 
Balioptera,  Ixvii. 
Banksiella,  575. 
Baryrhynchus,  393. 
Basilianus,  243. 

Batocera,  368,  37 5. 
Bdellolarynx,  647. 
Bed-bugs,  702. 

Bees,  217. 

Beetles,  234. 

Belenois,  418. 

Belionota,  331. 

Belippa,  501,  xxviii. 
Belostomidae,  713. 
Belostoma,  714,  764. 
Bembex,  183,  209. 
Berosus,  285. 

Berresa,  448. 

Berytidse,  685. 

Bibio,  587. 

Bibionidse,  586. 

Bidessus,  275. 

Binsitta,  535. 

Biston,  473. 

Biting  Muscidse,  645. 
Bittacus,  146. 

Blaps,  337,  xxi. 
Blastobasis,  536. 
Blastophaga,  176. 

Blatta,  60. 

Blattidse,  47,  56,  181. 
Blepharoceridse,  576. 
Blissus,  687.  688. 

Blister  beetles,  343. 
Blood-sucking  insects,  659. 
Blosyrus,  384. 

Blue-bottles,  645. 

Blues,  423. 

Boarmiinse,  474. 

Bocchoris,  517. 

Bolboceras,  251. 
Bolitophila,  584, 

Bombus,  221,  xiii. 
Bombycidee,  483. 
Bombyliidse,  597. 
Bombylius,  lxiii,  597. 
Bombyx,  484,  xxviii. 
Borboridse,  621. 
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Borolia,  44G. 
Bostrichopsis,  316. 
Bostrichidse,  313. 
Bostrychus,  314,  316. 
Bot-flies,  651. 

Botrideres,  298. 

Botyodes,  517. 

Brachinus,  265. 

Brachmia,  533. 
Brachyaspistes,  380. 
Brachycera,  548. 

Brachy  derinse ,  384. 
Brachydeutera,  lxvii,  625. 
Brachygaster,  285. 
Brachypelta,  Ixxiii,  674. 
Brachyplatys,  Ixxii,  671. 
Brachyscelinse,  757. 
Brachytrypes,  103. 

Bracon,  178. 

Braconidse,  178. 

Brahmsea,  478,  490. 
Brahmseidse  490. 

Bramina,  254. 

Braula,  657. 

Braulidse,  657. 

Brenthia,  538. 

Brenthidse,  392. 
Brevirhynchus,  575. 
Brixioides,  726. 

Bruchus,  348. 

Bruchidse,  348. 

Brumus,  308. 

Bugs,  665. 

Buprestidse,  328. 
Butterflies,  397,  401. 
Buxia,  725. 

Byrrhidse,  311. 

Byrrhinus,  312. 
Bythoscopinse,  736. 

C 

Caccopliilus,  249. 

Caddis  flies,  157. 

Calandra,  174,  390. 
Caligula,  477. 

Caliscelis,  727. 

Callidulidse,  504. 
Callimerus,  326. 
Callipareius,  393. 
Calliphora,  643. 

Callirhipis,  328. 
Callirhytis,  166. 

Callispa,  364. 

Callitettix,  734. 
Callopistria,  448. 

Callyna,  450. 

Calobata,  lxvii.  631. 
Calochroa,  261. 

Caloclytus,  375. 

Calocoris,  706,  707. 
Calodexia,  lxviii. 
Calodromus,  393. 


Calopepla,  367,  xxiv. 
Calosoma,  265,  xvi. 
Calymmia,  467. 

Calyptrate  Muscoids,  619, 
641. 

Campodea,  43. 
Campodeidse,  43. 
Camponotinse,  230. 
Camponotus,  224,  225,  233. 
Campsosternus,  334. 
Camptosomes,  355. 
Campylotes,  502. 

Cantao,  Ixxii.  672. 
Cantharidse,  343. 
Cantharis,  344,  346. 
Canthecona,  lxxiv,  677. 
Canthydrus,  275. 

Caprinia,  517. 

Capsidse,  705. 

Capsinse,  707. 

Capys,  685. 

Carabidse,  262. 

Carabus,  265. 

Caradrina,  448. 
Cardiophorus,  334. 

Carea,  450. 

Carpophilus,  295. 
Caryoborus,  351. 

Cassida,  367. 

Cassidinse,  366. 

Castalius,  428. 
Catacanthus,  lxxiv.  676. 
Catantops,  85. 

Cataulacus,  226,  229. 
Catephia,  454,  xxviii. 
Catharsius,  249. 
Catochrysops,  427,  xxxii. 
Catocalinse,  450. 

Catopsilia,  416,  418. 
Cazira,  676. 

Cebrionidse,  334. 
Cecidomyia,  lx.  580. 
Cecidomyiidse,  580. 
Cecidopsylla,  743, 

Celama,  436. 

Cellia,  574. 

Celyphidse,  628 
Celyphus,  lxvii.  628. 
Centrotinse,  731. 
Centrotypus,  731. 
Cephalomyia,  653. 
Cephonodes,  468. 
Cerambycidse,  368. 
Cerambycinse,  370. 
Ceratina,  202,  209,  220,  xiii. 
Ceratitis,  632. 
Ceratocombidse,  702. 
Ceratoderus,  267. 
Ceratophylius,  Ixxi,  659. 
Ceratophyus,  251. 
Ceratopogon,  lxx,  562. 
Cerceris,  209. 
Cercidocerus,  391. 


Cercotmetus,  711. 
Cercopidse  732 
Cercyon,  286. 

Cerobates,  393. 

Cerococcus,  758. 
Ceropalidse,  194. 
Ceroplastes,  759. 
Ceroplatinse.  586. 

Ceropria,  339,  xxi. 

Ceryx,  434,  xxxiv. 
Cethosia,  415. 

Cetoniinse,  256. 

Ceylonia,  748. 
Chserocampa,  469. 

Ch®  to  enema,  361. 
Chsetopisthes,  251,  271. 
Chaitophorus,  747. 
Chalcidse,  172. 

Chalcis,  172,  177. 

Chalia,  493. 

Chapra,  431. 

Charaxes,  410. 

Chariclea,  445. 

Chauliodes,  144. 
Cheirochela,  712. 
Chelisoches,  53, 
Chelonarium,  311. 
Chilades,  426. 

Chilo,  172,  180,  510,  xlvii. 
Chilocoris,  674. 

Chilocorus,  304,  305,  308. 
Chiloloba,  258. 

Chilomenes,  174,  307,  xvii. 
Chionsema,  437, 

Chionaspis,  760. 

Chirida,  367. 

Chironomidse,  560. 
Chironomus,  lx,  561. 
Chlamynse,  355. 

Chlamys,  358. 
Chlidanotinse,  537 
Chloenius,  xvi. 

Chlceobora,  83. 

Chloridea,  444,  xxviii. 
Chloridolum,  374. 
Chloropidse.  626. 

Chlorops,  lxvi,  626. 
Chlumetia,  450. 

Choleva,  287. 
Chonocephalus,  609. 
Choree  ty  pus,  82. 
Chortophila,  641. 
Chrotogonus,  78,  79,  85. 
Chrysauginse,  515 
Chrysidse,  182. 

Chrysis,  183,  212. 
Chrysochroa,  330. 
Chrysocoris,  Ixxii,  673. 
Chrysoconops,  575. 
Chrysogona,  183. 
Chrysomela,  360. 
Chrysomelidse,  351. 
Chrysomelinse,  359. 
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Chrysopa,  154. 

Chrysops,  lxii,  595. 
Cicadidae,  718. 

Cicindela,  259,  261,  xvi. 
Cicindelidae,  259. 

Cimex,  703. 

Cimicidae,  702. 

Cioidae,  313. 

Cionus,  388. 

Ci  rphis,  446. 
Cirrhochrista,  512. 
Cissites,  221,  346. 
Cistelidae,  339. 

Cistela,  340. 
Cistelomorpha,  340. 
Cixiinae,  725. 
Cladognathus,  245. 
Clania,  468. 

Clanis,  308,  lxxxi. 
Classification,  10. 
Clavigerini,  288. 
Clavigralla,  lxxv,  683. 
Cleoninee,  385. 

Cleptinae,  183. 

Cleridae,  325. 
Cletomorpha,  lxxvi,  683. 
Cletus,  lxxvi,  683. 
Cletthara,  450. 
Clidogastrinae,  640. 
Clinidium,  272. 

Clinteria,  258. 

Clitea,  360. 

Clitellaria,  Ixi. 
Clitellarinae,  591. 

Clivina,  266. 

Clovia,  732. 

Clypeodytus,  275. 

Clytra,  356. 

Clytrinae,  355. 

Clytus,  375. 
Cnaphalocrocis,  516. 
Cobboldia,  653. 

Coccidae,  752. 

Coccinae,  759. 

Coccinella,  306. 
Coccinellidae,  303. 
Coccinellini,  306. 

Coccus,  759. 

Cockroaches,  56. 

Cocoon,  emergence  from, 
481. 

Coecilius,  123. 

Coelioxys,  220. 

Coelosterna,  369,  375. 
Ccenosia,  641. 

Colaspoides,  359. 
Colasposoma,  359. 
Colaspis,  359. 

Coleoptera,  234. 

Coletis,  419. 

Colias,  418. 

Collembola,  46. 

Colletidae,  216. 
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Colletes,  217. 

Collyris,  261,  xvi. 
Colobaspis,  357. 
Colobathri.stinae,  688. 
Colobicus,  298. 
Colpocephalum,  111. 
Coluocera,  298. 
Colydidae,  298. 
Compsogene,  467. 
Coniopteryginae,  156. 
Conocephalus,  96. 
Conopidae,  620. 
Conopomorpha,  537. 
Conops,  lxv. 

Conorhinus,  700. 
Copelatus,  275. 
Cophogryllus,  104. 
Copostigma,  123. 
Coppers,  423. 

Copris,  249. 
Copromorphinae,  536. 
Coptocephala,  358. 
Coptocycla,  367,  xxiv. 
Coptorhina,  249. 
Coptosoma,  lxxii,  672. 
Coptotettix,  81. 

Coranus,  701. 

Cordy lurid ae,  638. 
Cordylurinae,  640. 
Coreidae,  679. 

Coreinae,  682. 

Corethra,  575. 

Corixa,  716. 

Corixidae,  716. 
Corixogrylius,  105. 
Corizus,  lxxvi,  684. 
Corticaria,  298. 
Corydalis,  144. 

Corydia,  61. 

Corylophidae,  292. 
Corynetes,  326. 
Corynodes,  359. 
Corythroderus,  271. 
Cosmophila,  453,  xxxvi. 
Cosmopolitan  Insects,  62. 
Cosmopsaltria,  718. 
Cosmoscarta,  734. 
Cossidae,  494. 

Cossus,  495. 
Cossyphodidae.  297. 
Cossyphodinus,  271,  298. 
Cossyphus,  339,  xxi. 
Crabro,  187,  209. 

Crambus,  510. 
Creatonotus,  438. 
Cremastogaster,  226,  228. 
Creoboter,  69. 
Crescentius,  702. 

Crickets,  97. 

Cricula,  177,  477,  481. 
Crioceris,  354,  355. 
Criotettix,  81. 
Crocidolomia,  519. 


Crocisa,  220,  xiii. 
Crossocosmia,  651. 
Cruciferous  Leaf-miner, 
622. 

Crypsithyris,  539. 
Cryptinae,  178. 
Cryptocephalus,  356. 
Cryptocerata,  709. 
Cryptochaetum,  623. 
Cryptophagidae,  302. 
Cryptophlebia,  531,  xxviii. 
Cryptostomes,  363. 
Cryptorhynclms,  389. 
Ctenipocoris,  713. 
Ctenopsylla,  Ixxi,  659. 
Cuckoo-wasps,  182. 
Cucujidae,  300. 

Cucujus,  301. 

Cuculiinae,  447. 

Culex,  lx.  574. 

Culicada,  574. 

Culicidae,  564. 
Curculionidae,  380. 

Curetis,  429. 

Curt  on  o  turn,  624. 

Cyana,  437. 

Cvaniris,  429. 

Cybister,  273,  275. 

Cyclica,  358. 

Cyclonotum,  286. 
Cyclopelta,  Ixxiv,  678. 
Cyclopedia,  lxix,  657. 
Cyclorhapha,  545. 
Cyclorhapha  aschiza,  610. 
Cyclorhapha  schizophora, 
614. 

Cydnocoris,  701. 

Cydnus,  lxxiii,  674. 

Cylas,  386,  xxvi. 
Cymatophoridae,  469. 
Cyminae,  687. 

Cymus,  687. 

Cynipidae,  166. 

Cynomyia,  649. 

Cypturus,  293. 

Cyrestis,  411. 
Cyrtacanthacris,  79,  86,  vi. 
Cyrtidae,  595. 
Cyrtotrachelus,  391. 
Cyrtoxipha,  105. 

D 

Dactylopius,  Ixxxii,  688, 
758. 

Dacus,  lxvi,  632. 

Dalader,  682. 

Danais,  405,  406,  407,  503. 
Daphnis,  464,  468. 
Darthula,  732 
Dascillidae,  327. 

Dastarcus,  298. 

Dasychira,  460,  xxxix. 
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Dasypogoninae,  604. 
Dasyses,  540. 

Deceptive  Colouring,  90. 
Dejeania,  254. 
Deilephila,  468. 
Deiphobe,  67. 

Delias,  418. 

Delphax,  728 
Deltocephalus,  738. 
Deltoidinae,  457. 
Demodocus,  87. 
Demonax,  ^75. 
Deraoticus,  lxviii. 
Dendrocellus,  205. 
Depressaria,  533. 
Derbinae,  726. 
Derepteryx,  Ixxvi. 
Dermatinus,  691. 
Dermestidae,  310. 
Dermestes,  310. 
Derocrania,  260. 
Derolus,  373. 
Derosphaerus,  339. 
Desmidophorus,  389. 
Desvoidea,  574. 
Deudorix,  429. 
Deuterocopus,  528. 
Diacamma,  228. 
Diacrisia,  437,  xxxv. 
Diacrotricha,  528. 
Diaphanes,  323. 
Diaphorocoris,  713. 
Diapromorpha,  357. 
Diasemia,  520. 

Diaspis,  lxxxii,  760. 
Diabelocelus,  285. 
Dicliocrocis,  517,  1. 
Dichoptera,  725. 
Dichromia,  458. 
Dicranoceplialus,  257. 
Dicranoncus,  xvi. 
Dicronychidae,  334. 
Dicronychus,  334. 
Dictyophara,  208,  725. 
Dielis,  193. 

Dieuches,  689. 

Digama,  463. 

Dilar,  153. 

Dilinia,  474. 

Dilophus,  587. 
Dinarthrodes,  159. 
Dinarthrella,  159. 
Dinarthrum.  15  9. 
Dineutes,  280. 
Dinidorinae,  678. 
Dinoderus,  316. 
Dinomachus,  688. 
Dinopterus,  288. 
Diopsidse,  629. 

Diopsis,  lxvii. 

Diorthus,  373. 

Diplatys,  51,  53. 
Diplonema,  558. 


Dipseudopsis,  159. 

Diptera,  545. 

Dirades,  491. 

Disphinctus,  707. 
Disteniini,  370. 
Dittopternis,  83. 

Dixa,  576. 

Dixidae,  576. 

Docophorus,  111. 
Dodecatoma,  325. 

Dodona,  415. 
Dolichoderinae,  229. 
Dolichopodidae,  606. 
Doliema,  341,  xxi. 
Dolichopus,  606. 

Dolycoris,  lxxiii,  675. 
Donacia,  354. 

Dorcus,  245. 

Dorylus,  226,  227. 
Dorysthenes,  371. 
Downesia,  364. 

Dragon  flies,  125. 
Drepanidae,  504. 
Drepanocerus,  250. 
Drilinae,  323,  325. 
Dromicidia,  261. 

Drona,  726. 

Drosophila,  Ixvi,  624. 
Drosophilidae,  623. 
Dryinidae,  170. 

Dry  inns,  170. 

Dryontyza,  637. 

Dryops,  313. 

Dulichius,  227,  683. 
Dung-Rollers,  245. 
Duomitus,  495. 

Duration  of  Life,  140. 
Dynastinae,  255. 
Dyscritina,  51. 

Dysdercus,  lxxvii,  691,701. 
Dysodia,  505. 

Dytiscidae,  272. 

E 

Earias,  180,  456,  xxxviii. 
Earwigs,  49. 

Eblisia,  293. 
Echinophthiriidae,  764. 
Ectinohoplia,  243. 
Ectopsocus,  123. 
Ectrichodiinae,  700. 
Ectrychotes,  700. 
Elachistinae,  536. 
Elachyptera,  627. 
Elasmoscelis,  726. 
Elasmostethus,  Ixxiv,  679. 
Elateridae,  332. 

Elis,  192. 

Ell  am  pus,  183. 

Embia,  114. 

Embiidae,  112. 

Emenadia,  343,  xxi. 


Emergence  from  the  co¬ 
coon,  481. 

Emesinae,  698. 

Empidae,  605. 
Empidideicus,  600. 
Empoasca,  738. 

Empusa,  69. 
Endomychidae,  309. 
Endotrichinae,  515. 
Enithares,  716. 

Eoscarta,  734. 

Epacromia,  79,  83. 
Ephemeridae,  137. 
Ephestia,  512,  513. 
Ephialtes,  178. 

Ephydridae,  625. 
Epibleminae,  530. 
Epibomius,  688. 

Epicopia,  491. 

Epicrocis,  514. 

Epiechinus,  294. 

Epierus,  293. 

Epilachna,  308. 
Epipaschiinae,  515. 
Epipleminae,  491. 
Episcapha,  303. 

Episomus,  384,  xxvii. 
Epistictia,  367. 

Epithectis,  535. 

Epyris,  169. 

Erastriinae,  455. 

Eremninae,  385. 
Eremojdana,  69. 

Eretes,  274,  275,  277. 
Eretmocera,  537. 
Ereunetis,  540. 

Ergolis,  415,  xxxi. 

Eri,  479. 

Erictus,  298. 

Eriochiton,  753. 
Eriococcinae,  757. 

Eristalis,  Ixv,  611. 
Erotylidae,  302. 

Erotylinae,  303. 

Erthesina,  lxxii. 
Erycinidae,  415. 

Erygia,  454. 

Estigena,  498,  xli. 
Estigmene,  438. 

Etiella,  515. 

Eublemma,  456,  xxxvi, 
xxxvii. 

Eucelis,  530,  lv. 

Eucheirus,  257. 

Euchroeus,  183. 
Euchromia,  434,  xxxiv. 
Eucnemidae,  331. 
Eucorynus,  380. 

Eucosma,  530. 

Eudema,  xvi. 
Euhsematopinus,  764. 
Eulyes,  68. 

Eumastacinae,  82. 
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Eumelea,  475,  xli. 
Eumenes,  183,  187,  210,  x. 
Eumenidae,  210. 
Eumicrus,  287. 
Eumolpinae,  358. 
Eumorphus,  309. 
Euplatyrhopalus,  267. 
Euplexoptera,  48. 
Euplexia,  447. 

Euploea,  407. 

Eupoda,  354. 

Eupristina,  174. 
Euproctis,  461,  xxxix. 
Eupsalis,  393. 

Eupterote,  470. 
Eupterotidae,  470. 

Europs,  300. 

Eurybrachys,  725. 
Eurydema,  lxxiv,  675. 
Euryoda,  261. 
Eusarcocoris,  Ixxiii,  675. 
Euscotia,  446. 

Eusemia,  440. 

Eutelia,  449. 

Eutbalia,  411,  xxx. 
Euxoa,  445. 

Euzophera,  513,  xlviii. 

E  vania,  180. 

Evaniidae,  180. 

Everes,  429. 

Exelastis,  527,  liii. 
Exema,  358. 

Exoplectrini,  306. 
Exoprosopa,  lxiii. 

Exsula,  440. 

Eye-fly,  627. 


F 

Faunal  zones,  23. 
Filodes,  517. 

Fiorinia,  760. 

Flatinae,  727. 

Fleas,  657. 

Flies,  545. 

Flowers,  Insects  and,  222. 
Flower  insects,  28. 
Focillinae,  457. 

Food  and  Habitat,  27. 
Food,  Insects  as,  276. 
Forcipula,  53. 

Forficula,  50. 

Forficulidae,  47,  49. 
Formicaleo,  149. 
Formicidae,  224. 
Formicomus,  342,  xxi. 
Freshwater  Insects,  33. 
Frontal  lunule,  547. 
Fruit-flies,  633. 

Fruit  insects,  28. 
Fulgoridae,  722. 
jjulgorinae,  724. 


G 

Galerucella,  362.  xxii. 
Galerucinae,  360. 
Galerucini,  361. 
Galgulidae,  709. 
Galleria,  509,  510. 

Gall  Insects,  29. 
Gallobellicus,  708. 
Galls,  167. 

Gangara,  429. 

Gargara,  732. 
Gasteruption,  181. 
Gastrophilus,  652. 
Gastroxides,  lxii. 
Gelastorrhinus,  82. 
Gelechia,  180,  534. 
Geocorinae,  687. 
Geocoris,  688. 
Geometridae,  473. 
Geometrinae,  475. 
Geomyzidae,  623. 
Georyssidae,  312. 
Georyssus,  312. 
Geotomus,  674. 
Geotrupes,  251. 

Geron,  598. 

Gerris,  695- 
Gestroiella,  713. 
Gibbium,  318. 

Glenea,  376. 

Glenurus,  153. 

Globaria,  285. 

Glossina,  646. 

Glottula,  445. 
Glycyphana,  258. 
Glyphodes,  xxviii,  518. 
Gnathoncus,  294. 
Gnorimoschema,  534. 
Gonatopus,  170. 
Gongylus,  65,  69,  70. 
Goniagnathus,  738. 
Goniocotes,  111. 
Goniodes,  111. 
Goniogaster,  174. 
Gonophora,  363. 
Gorytes,  208. 

Graber’s  organ,  594. 
Grabhamia,  574. 
Gracilaria,  538. 
Gracilariinae,  537. 
Grammodes,  451. 
Graphoso  matinae,  673. 
Graptostethus,  687. 
Grasshoppers,  74,  91. 
Greenia,  221. 
Gregariousness,  123. 
Gryl’acrinae,  95. 
Gryllidae,  47,  97. 
Gryllinae,  102. 
Gryllodes,  104. 
Gryllotalpa,  100. 
Gryllus,  104. 


Gryncharina,  300. 
Gymnogryllus,  104. 
Gymnopleurus,  248. 
Gynandrophthalma,  357. 
Gyponinae,  737. 
Gyrinidae,  280. 

Gyrinus,  281. 

Gyropus,  111. 

H. 

Habit,  Ins  tine  Gand,  2. 
Hadena,  446. 
Hadronotus,  169. 
Haematobia,  643. 
Haematomyzus,  763. 
Haematopinodes,  763. 
Haematopinus,  lxxx,  762. 
Haematopota,  lxii,  595. 
Haemodipsus,  764. 
Haemonia,  354. 
Hairstreaks,  423. 
Halacritus,  294. 

Halictus,  209,  218. 
Haliplidae,  279. 

Haliplus,  279,  xvb 
Halobates,  695. 

Haltica,  361,  677. 
Halticus,  708. 
Halyomorpha,  Ixxiii. 
Halys,  Ixxiii,  675. 
Hammatorhina,  577. 
Hamodes,  454. 
Hapalochrus,  325. 
Haplosonyx,  362. 
Harmatella,  324. 
Harpactor,  701. 
Harpalinae,  264. 
Hawkmoths,  464. 
Head-louse,  762. 
Hebridae,  693. 

Hebrus,  693. 

Hecalus,  737. 
Hectarthrum,  301. 
Hedychridium,  183. 
Hedychrum,  183. 
Heleocoris,  713. 
Helicomitus,  150. 
Heliocopris,  246,  249. 
Helomyza,  636. 
Helomyzidae,  636 
Helopeltis,  706. 
Helophilus,  Ixv. 
Helophorinae,  285. 
Helota,  302. 

Helotidae,  302. 

Hellula,  519. 
Hemerobiidae,  146. 
Hemerobiinae,  153. 
Hemichionaspis,  762^ 
Hemicordulia,  125. 
Hemiops,  334. 
Hemiptera,  665. 
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Henicocephalidse,  696. 
Henicocephalus,  696. 
Henleya,  80. 

Hepialidae,  541. 
Heptodonta,  261. 

Heriades,  220. 

Herse,  467. 

Hesperiidse,  429. 
Heteracris,  87. 
Heterarthron,  316. 
Heteraspis,  359. 
Heterocera,  432. 
Heteroceridse,  312. 
Heterocerus,  312. 
Heterochaetula,  69. 
Heteroderes,  334. 
Heterogamia,  61. 
Heterogastrinse,  688. 
Heterographis,  513. 
Heteromera,  238,  334. 
Heteroneuridse,  638. 
Heteroptera,  667. 
Heteropternis,  83. 
Heterorrhina,  257. 
Heterusia,  503. 
Hexarthrius,  245. 
Hierodula,  64,  69. 
Hieroglyphus,  87,  vii. 
Hilara,  606. 

Hilda,  727. 

Himatismus,  337. 
Hippobosca,  Ixix,  Ixx,  655. 
Hippoboscidse,  654. 
Hippoboscinse,  656. 
Hippotion,  469. 
Hirmoneura,  597. 

Hispa,  363. 

Hister,  293. 

Histeridse,  292. 
Hodotermes,  120. 
Holcomyrmex,  226,  229. 
Holochlora,  92. 

Hololepta,  293,  294. 
Holoparamecus,  298. 
Holoptiiinae,  698. 
Holoptilus,  698. 

Holopyga,  183. 

Holosus,  289. 

Holotricha,  254. 
Homaloblemmus,  104. 
Homalomyia,  641. 
Homoeocerus.  lxxvi,  666, 
680,  682. 

Homoptera,  452,  xxxiv,  717. 
Hoplasoma,  362. 

Hoplia,  253. 

Hoplionota,  367. 
Hoplistodera,  lxxiii. 
Hoplopleura,  764. 
Hopiosternus,  254. 

Hotea,  lxxii,  673. 
House-flies,  642. 

Household  Insects,  33. 


How  Insects  protect 
themselves,  521. 
Hybleea,  458. 

Hybos,  605. 

Hybosorus,  251. 
Hydaticus,  275. 
Hydrobiinse,  285. 
Hydrocampinse,  515. 
Hydrocantlius,  275. 
Hydrocoptus,  275. 
Hydrometra,  695. 
Hydrometridse,  694. 
Hydromyzinse,  640. 
Hydrophilidse,  283. 
Hydrophilus,  283,  284. 
Hydroporus,  275. 
Hydropsyche,  159. 
Hydrovatus,  275. 
Hydrosus,  285. 

Hyelopsis,  455. 

Hylesini,  395. 

Hylobsenus,  342. 

Hylobiinse,  386. 

Hylodes,  454. 

Hylophilus,  342. 
Hymenoptera,  161. 
Hymenopus,  68. 

Hymetes,  358. 

Hyoslola,  536. 

Hypatima,  536. 

Hypena,  458. 

Hypeninse,  457. 

Hypera,  383,  385. 
Hyperalonia,  206,  599. 
Hypererythra,  xli. 
Hyperops,  337. 
Iiyphoporus,  275. 
Hyphydrus,  275. 
Hypoderma,  653. 
Hypoeschrus,  372. 
Hypolimnas,  413. 
Hyposidra,  474. 
Hypsauchenia,  730. 

Hypsa,  463,  xxxix. 
Hypsidse,  462. 

Hypsipyla,  514. 
Hypsopygia,  215,  515,  lii. 
Hubertiella,  685. 
Hulecoetomyia,  574. 
Humbertiella,  69. 

I 

Icaria,  213,  214. 

Icerya,  lxxxii,  758. 
Ichneumonidse,  177. 
Identification  of  specimens. 
15. 

Idgia,  325. 

Idia,  645,  lxix. 

Idiocerus,  736. 

Idiococcinse,  757. 
Idolothrips,  544. 


Ilema,  437. 

Illetica,  346. 

India,  Entomological  col¬ 
lections  in,  18. 

India,  Entomological  pub¬ 
lications  in,  18. 

India,  Entomology  in,  17. 
Indian  Insect  Pests,  20. 
Indian  Museum  Notes,  19. 
Inglisia,  755. 

Insects  and  Flowers,  222, 
Insects  as  Food,  276. 
Insects,  definition  of,  1. 
Instinct  and  Habit,  2. 
Iphita,  691. 

Irantha,  702. 

Iridomyrmex,  230. 

Isbarta,  503. 
lschnogonalos,  182. 

Ischyja,  454. 

Ismeninse,  431. 

Isocentris,  519. 
Isometopinse,  707. 

Issinse,  727. 

Isyndus,  701. 

Iswara,  192. 

Ithytrichia,  159. 

Ixias,  418. 

J 

Jansenia,  261. 

Japygidse,  44. 

Japyx,  44. 

Jassidse,  734. 

Jassinse,  737. 

Julodis,  328,  330. 

Junonia,  412,  xxviii. 

K 

Ramma,  415. 

Ketumala,  728. 

Kolbea,  121. 

Kolia,  737. 

Kris  n  a,  737. 

T- 

Labia,  53 
Labidura,  53. 

Lac,  759. 

Lacconectes,  275. 
Laccopliilus,  275. 
Laccoptera,  367. 
Laccotrephes,  710 
Lacera,  454. 

Lace-wing  bugs,  692 
Lachnophorus,  688. 
Lachnosterna,  25  * 

Lacon,  334. 

Ladybird  Beetles,  303. 
Lselia,  459. 

Lsemophloeus,  301. 
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Laemotmetu^,  301. 

Lagria,  340. 

Lagriidse,  340. 

Laius,  325. 

Lamellicornia,  237,  241. 
Lamiinse,  370. 

Lamoria,  509. 

Lampides,  427,  429. 
Lamprophorus,  323. 
Lampyris,  323. 

Landrena,  104. 
Languriinae,  303. 
Laphrinse,  604. 

Lardites,  300. 

Larginse,  691. 

Larra,  x. 

Lasiocampidae,  496. 
Lasioderma,  319,  xix. 
Laspeyresia,  530,  598,  liv. 
Lathridiidse,  298. 
Lathridius,  298. 

Laverna,  536. 

Law  ana,  727. 

Laxenecera,  Ixiii. 
Leaf-eating  Beetles,  351. 
Leaf-eating  Insects,  29. 
Lebia,  265. 

Lecanium,  753,  759. 
Ledra,  735. 

Ledrinae,  735. 

Leicesteria,  574. 

Lema,  354,  355. 
Lemoniidae,  415. 
Lepidiota,  254. 
Lepidoptera,  397. 
Lepidosaplies,  757. 
Lepidotomyia,  574. 
Lepisma,  45. 

Lepismidae,  45. 

Lepium,  123. 

Leptidae,  591. 

Leptinae,  592. 

Leptis,  591. 

Leptispa,  364. 

Leptobelus,  729. 
Leptocentrus,  731. 
Leptocerus,  159. 
Leptochirus,  289. 
Leptocorisa,  680,  684. 
Leptogaster,  603. 
Leptomydas,  602. 
Leptosia,  417. 

Lepturini,  370. 
Lepyrodes,  518. 
Lestremiinae,  583. 

Lethe,  409. 

Leucania,  446. 
Leucinodes,  518. 
Leucocraspedum,  289. 
Leucoma,  462. 
Leucomigus,  386. 
Leucomyia,  574. 
Leucophaea,  61. 


Leucophlebia,  468. 
Leucoptera,  538. 

Liacos,  193. 

Liburnia,  728. 

Libytheinae,  415. 

Lice,  762. 

Limacodidae,  498. 
Limnerium,  177. 
Limnobiinae,  579. 
Limnophora,  641. 

Lira osina,  621. 

Lina,  360. 

Linognathinae,  764. 
Linognathus,  764. 
Liogryllus,  97,  104. 
Liparidae,  459, 

Lipeurus,  111. 
Lipopteninae,  656. 
Lipuridae,  43. 

Liris,  202. 

Lispe,  641. 

Lita,  535. 

Lithocolletis,  537. 
Lithosia,  437. 

Lithurgus,  218. 

Lixus,  385. 

Lobopelta,  226,  228. 
Locusta,  83. 

Locustidae,  47,  91. 

Loepa,  477. 

Lohita,  691. 

Lonchaea,  636. 
Lonchopteridae,  609. 
Longicornia,  368. 
Lophopinae,  726. 
Lophosoma,  502. 
Loxoblemmus,  104. 
Loxoneura,  635. 

Lucanidae,  243. 

Luc  anus,  244. 

Lucernuta,  323. 

Lueilia,  643. 

Luciola,  324. 

Luminosity  in  Insects,  321. 
Luperomorpha,  361. 
Lycaenesthes,  429. 
Lycaenidae,  423. 

Lvcastris,  lxv. 

Lycinae,  323. 

Lycogaster,  182. 
Lycostomus  323. 
Lyctoxylon,  313. 

Lygaeidae ,  685. 

Lygaeus,  686. 

Lygropia,  518. 

Lymantria,  460. 
Lymantriidae,  459. 
Lymexylonidae,  327. 
Lynchia,  656. 

Lyperosia,  647. 

Lyroda,  x. 


M 

Macaria,  474,  xli. 
Machaerota,  lxxix.  733, 
Machiiidae,  44. 

Macrataria,  342. 
Macrocerinae,  586. 
Macrodactylini,  254. 
Macroglossum,  469. 

Mac  roly  cus,  320. 
Macromeris.  194. 

Macron ota,  258. 

Macropes,  687,  688. 
Macrosiphum,  180,  746. 
Macrotoma,  371. 
Madasumma,  105. 
Mahasena,  491. 
Malachiinae,  325. 
Malacodermata,  319. 
Malacodermidae,  319. 
Malaria-carriers,  572. 
Malaria  infection.  570. 
Mallopliaga,  110. 

Man,  Insects  and,  35. 
Mansonia,  575. 
Mansonioides,  575. 
Mantidae,  47,  64. 

Mantis  pa,  153. 

Marasmia,  21,  516. 

Marine  Insects,  33. 
Maruca,  519. 

Masicera,  lxviii. 

Mastiger,  288. 

Matapa,  431. 

May  Hies,  137. 
Mazarredia,  81. 

Mealybugs,  752. 

Mealy  wings,  748. 
Mecopoda,  91,  96. 
Megachile,  183,  216,  219, 
220,  xii. 

Megacoelum,  707. 
Megalocersea,  707. 
Megalomma,  261. 
Megalopinse,  357. 
Megarhynchus,  Ixxiv,  678. 
Megaspis,  lxv. 

Megisba,  429. 

Megymenum,  678. 
Melambia,  300. 
Melandryidse,  341. 
Melanitis,  410,  xxix. 
Melanophara.  673. 
Melanophthalma,  298. 
Melanotelus,  687. 
Melanotrichia,  159. 
Melanotus,  334. 

Melicharia,  727 . 

Melipona,  221. 

Melittia,  529. 

Meloe,  345. 

Meloimorpha,  105. 
Melolontha,  254. 
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Melolonthidae,  252. 
Melyrinse,  325. 

Melyris,  325. 

Membracidse,  729. 
Membracinae,  731. 

Menopon,  111. 
Merismoderus,  267. 
Merochlorops,  627. 
Mesomorpha,  336,  339, 
xxi. 

Mesovelia,  694. 

Messor,  266. 

Metacanthus,  685. 
Metanastria,  497. 

Metasia,  520,  lii. 
Metathrinca,  535. 
Metatropis,  685. 

Methles,  275. 

Methoca,  192. 

Metialma,  389. 

Metriona,  36(5. 

Miastor,  581. 

Micranisa,  174. 
Microbracon,  180. 
Microcephalus,  654. 
Microdeuterus,  679. 
Microdon,  lxv,  611. 
Microdus,  179. 
Microlepidoptera,  432, 
501. 

Micronecta,  716. 
Micropezidae,  631. 
Microthrix,  514. 
Microvelia,  695. 
Migneauxia,  298. 
Migration,  419. 
Miltoehrista,  437. 
Miltogramma,  Ixviii,  651. 
Mimastra,  362. 

Mimela,  254. 

Mimicry,  521. 

Mimomyia,  575. 

Miners,  Leaf  and  Stem, 
29. 

Miresa,  500. 

Mirinse,  707. 

Moma,  452. 

Monanthia,  692. 

Mon  oh  animus,  376. 
Monomma,  340. 
Monommidae,  340. 
Monomorium,  226,  229. 
Mononyx,  709. 
Monophlebus,  lxxxiv,  757. 
Monotom  id  ae,  300. 
Mordellidae,  343. 
Morphinae,  410. 

Mosquitos,  564. 
Mosquito’s  proboscis,  565. 
Moths,  397,  432. 

Mucaria,  737. 

Mucidus,  574. 

Mudaria,  447. 


Muga.  479. 

Musca,  209,  642. 
Muscidae,  642. 

Muscoids,  614. 

Mutilla,  185,  210,  xiii. 
Mutillidae,  185. 
Mycalesis,  408. 
Mycetobiinae,  585. 
Mycetophagidae,  303. 
Mycetophila,  584. 
Mycetophilidae,  583. 

My  da  id  ae,  602. 

Mylabris,  343,  345. 
Myllocerus,  383,  385. 
Myopbanes,  698. 
Myopsocus,  123. 
Myrmecocystus,  232. 
Myrmecophila,  101. 
Mvrmecophilous  Insects, 
34,  268. 

Myrmedonia,  291. 
Myrmeleo,  148. 
Myrmicaria,  228. 
Myrmicinae,  228. 
Mytilaspis,  760. 

Myzine,  193. 

Myzomyia,  574,  lx. 
Myzorhynchus,  574. 

N 

Nab  is,  702. 

Nacaduba,  429. 

Nacoleia,  517. 

Naranga,  456. 

Naricus,  257. 

Natada,  500. 

Naucoridae,  712. 
Necrobia,  286. 

Necrodes,  286,  326. 
Necrophorus,  286. 
Necroscia,  71. 
Nectocoris,  714. 

Neelidae,  43. 
Nemeobiidae,  415. 
Nemestrinidae,  596. 
Nemobius,  104. 
Nemocera,  548. 
Nemoptera,  152. 
Nemopterinae,  151. 
Nemotois,  540. 
Neocastniidae,  501. 
Neocellia,  574. 
Neocerambyx,  377. 
Neocollyris,  261. 
Neodartus,  737. 
Neomacleaya,  574. 
Neopithecops,  429. 
Neoris,  477. 

Neotrioza,  743. 
Nephantis,  535. 
Nephele,  468. 
Nephopteryx,  514- 


Nephotettix,  738. 

Nepidae,  710. 

Nepita,  437. 

Neptis,  411. 

Neptosternus,  275. 
Neuroctenus,  692. 
Neuromus,  144. 

Neuronia,  159. 

Neuroptera,  108. 

Nevrina,  517. 

Nezara,  676. 

Nirmus,  111. 

Nisaga,  471. 

Nisia,  726. 

Nisotra,  293. 

Nitidulidae,  295. 
Noctuidae,  440. 

Noctuinae,  453. 

Nodaria,  458. 

Nodina,  359. 

Nodostoma,  359. 

Nodynus,  287. 

Nola,  436. 

Nomenclature,  15. 

Nomia,  218. 

Nomophila,  519. 

Nonagria,  180,  448,  xxxvii, 
xlvii. 

Noorda,  520. 

Norellinae,  640. 
Notadoma,  294. 
Notanatolica,  159. 
Notiphila,  625. 
Notodontidae,  471. 
Notogonia,  201,  x. 
Notonecta,  716. 
Notonectidae,  715. 
Nyctemera,  463. 
Nycteribiidae,  656. 
Nyctipao,  450. 
Nymphalidae,  404. 
Nymphalinae,  410, 
Nymphula,  515,  xlix. 
Nysius,  687. 
Nyssorhynchus,  574. 
Nyzus,  748. 

O 

Ochodaeus,  251. 
Ochromyia.  lxix,  643. 
Ocinara,  478,  484. 
Odoiporus,  382,  390. 
Odonata,  125. 

Odontodes,  449. 
Odontopus,  691,  692. 
Odynerus,  183,  213. 
(Ecanthus,  105. 
CEcophorinae,  536. 
CEcophylla,  226,  230,  233. 
(Edaleus,  83. 
(Edematopoda,  537. 
(Edemeridse,  342. 
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(Edipodinae,  83. 

(Estridae,  651. 

CEstrus,  652,  lxix. 

Oides,  361. 
Olenecamptus,  376. 
Olfersiinae,  656. 

Oliarus,  725. 

Olibrus,  294. 

Oligotoma,  113. 
Oligotrophus,  582. 
Ommadius,  326. 
Omphale,  174. 
Oncocephalus,  699. 
Oncodes,  596. 

Oncomera,  343. 
Oniticellus,  250. 

Onitis,  249. 

Onthophagus,  249. 
Onychia,  166. 

Opatrum,  335,  337,  xxi. 
Ophideres,  455. 

Ophionea,  265. 

Ophioninae,  178. 
Ophiusa,451 . 

Ophyra,  641. 

Opilo,  327. 

Opogona,  540. 
Orectocheilns,  281. 
Oregma,  747. 

Oreta,  504. 

Ornebius,  102. 

Orneodidae,  526. 
Ornithobius,  111. 
Ornithomyiinae,  656. 
Orphnephilidae,  589. 
Orphnus,  251. 

Orsotrioena,  409. 

Ortalidae,  635. 

Ortalis,  635. 

Ortheziinae,  757. 
Orthoptera,  47. 
Orthorapha,  545,  548. 
Orthorapha  brachycera, 
589. 

Orthostixinae,  475. 
Orthrius,  327. 

Orychodes,  392. 

Oryctes,  255. 

Oryctopus,  94. 

Oryssidae,  164. 

Oscinis,  626. 

Osmylus,  153. 

Ostomidae,  299. 

Othnius,  340,  xxi. 
Otiorhynchinae,  384. 

Oxya,  88. 

Oxyambulyx,  468. 
Oxybelus,  209. 

Oxycarenus,  688. 
Oxycetonia,  258. 
Oxyrhachis,  lxxviii,  731. 
Ozotrioza,  743. 


P 

Pachnephorus,  359. 
Pachycera,  337. 
Pachygaster,  lxi. 
Pachygastrinae,  591. 
Pachygrontha,  688. 
Pachylister,  293,  294. 
Pachylomelus,  293. 
Pachyonyx,  389. 
Pachysternum,  286. 
Pachytylus,  83. 
Pachyzancla,  519. 
Padraona,'431. 

Paederus,  290. 

Palaeologus,  685. 
Palingenia,  139. 

Palpares,  149. 

Pamera,  688. 

Pamphilinae,  431. 
Pangonia,  lxii.  595. 
Panorpa,  145. 

Panorpidae,  145. 
Panesthia,  61. 

Papilio,  422. 

Papilionidae,  421. 
Paracopium,  692. 

Paragus,  lxv. 

Paralimnus,  738. 
Paramecops,  386. 
Paranemobius,  104. 
Paraphrus,  371. 
Paraponyx,  516. 

Parasa,  500. 

Parasites,  external  of  ver¬ 
tebrates,  30. 

Parasites,  internal  of  ver¬ 
tebrates,  30. 

Parasites  of  insects,  30. 
Paratettix,  81. 

Parevaspis,  220. 

Parlatoria,  760. 

Parnara,  431,  xxxiii. 
Parnidae,  313, 

Parnopes,  183. 

Paromius,  690. 

Paropsides,  360. 

Parygrus,  313. 

Passalidae,  242. 

Patiscus,  105. 

Pauropsylla,  243. 

Paussidee,  266. 

Peach-fly,  632. 

Pea-stem  fly,  622. 
Pecomyia,  574. 

Pedicinus,  763. 

Pediculidae,  762. 

Pediculus,  lxx,  763. 
Pedilinae,  342. 

Pelogonidae,  709. 

Pelogonus,  709. 

Pelopceus,  183. 

Pemphigus,  746. 


Penia,  334. 
Pentarthrum,  173. 
Pentatomidae,  668. 
Pentatominae,  675. 
Penthe,  341. 

Penthimia,  737. 
Pericallia,  438. 
Pericoma,  558. 
Perientomum,  123. 
Perina,  461. 

Periplaneta,  67,  208. 
Perlidae,  124. 
Phacopteron,  743. 
Phacosema,  743. 
Phaedon,  360. 
Phaenomerus,  389. 
Phaeochrous,  251. 
Phagomyia,  574. 
Phalacra,  504. 
Phalacridae,  294. 
Phalacrus,  294. 
Phasgonuridae,  48. 
Phasmidae,  47,  71. 
Phassus,  541. 

Phelister,  293. 
Plienacoccus,  308,  759. 
Phenice,  726. 
Phidodonta,  xxiii,  365. 
Phidole,  226,  229. 
Phidologiton,  226. 
Philaematomyia,  lxx,  647. 
Philampelinae,  468. 
Philanthus,  209,  x. 
Philhydrus,  285. 
Phlebotomus,  lxx,  599. 
Phloeobius,  380. 
Phlceothripidae,  544. 
Phloeothrips,  544. 
Phlyctaenodes,  520. 
Phora,  608. 

Phoridae,  608. 

Phromnia,  727. 

Phthirius,  762. 
Phthorimaea,  535,  lvii. 
Phycita,  180,  514. 
Phycitinae,  512. 

Phycodes,  538,  lii. 
Phycodromidae,  637. 
Phycus,  lxii,  601. 
Phylaitis,  389,  xxvii. 
Phyllium,  72. 
Phyllocephalinae,  678. 
Phyllodromia,  60. 
Phyllognathus,  256,  xv. 
Phyllothelys,  69. 
Phymateus,  83. 
Phymatidae,  696. 
Phymatostetha,  733. 
Physomerus,  683. 
Physopelta,  691. 
Physopus,  544. 
Physorhynchus,  700. 
Phytomyza,  623. 
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Phytophaga,  238,  348. 
Phytophthires,  740. 
Phytoscaphus,  385,  xxvii. 
Pieridae,  416. 

Pieris,  416,  418. 
Piezodorus,  lxxiv,  676, 
Pimpla,  177. 

Pionea,  520. 

Piophila,  630. 

Pipunculidae,  612. 
Pipunculus,  Ixv,  614. 
Pirates,  700. 

Pison,  200,  x. 
Placosternum,  lxxiv. 
Plagiodera,  360. 
Plataspidinae,  671. 
Platydactylus,  395. 
Platydema,  339. 
Platygaster,  169. 
Platylister,  293. 
Platynectes,  275. 
Platynotus,  xxi,  337. 
Platypeza,  Ixv. 
Platypezidae,  612. 

Platy pleura,  718. 
Platyptilia,  528. 

Platypria,  364,  365. 
Platypus,  395. 
Platyrhopalus,  267,  xvi. 
Platysoma,  293. 
Platystelea,  45. 

Platyura,  584. 

Plautia,  lxxiii. 

Plea,  716. 

Plecia,  587. 

Plecoptera,  454. 

Plectieus,  Ixi. 
Plectronemia,  159. 
Plectrosternus,  334. 
Plocederus,  373. 

Plotheia,  449. 

Plusia,  177,  452,  xxviii 
xxxvii. 

Plutella,  538. 

Podagrion,  176. 

Podontia,  360. 

Podops,  lxxii,  673. 
Poduridae,  43. 

Poeantius,  689. 

Poecilocera,  84. 
Poecilocoris,  lxxii.  672. 
Poecilogonalos,  181. 
Pceciloscytus,  707. 

Polia,  446. 

Polistes,  214,  396. 
Polposipus,  337. 
Polycaoninae,  316. 
Polyctenes,  657,  705. 
Polyctenidse,  705. 
Polydesma,  453. 
Polymorpha,  237,  281. 
Polymorphanismus,  159. 
Polyoelia,  512,  xlvii. 


Polyommatus,  428, 
Polyphaga,  57,  61. 
Polyplax,  764. 

Polyptvchus,  468. 
Polyrhachis,  226,  231. 
Polytela,  445,  xxxiv. 
Polytoxus,  699. 

Polytus,  390. 

Pompilidae,  194. 

Pompilus,  196. 

Ponerinae,  228. 

Poophilus,  733. 

Popilia,  254. 

Porthesia,  460,  xxviii. 
Predators,  biting  and  suck¬ 
ing,  31. 

Predators,  stinging,  31. 
Prenolepis,  231. 

Prionini,  370. 

Prionocerus,  325. 

Prioptera,  367,  xxiv. 
Priotyrannus,  371. 
Procometis,  536. 
Proctotrypidae,  168. 
Prodaticus,  275. 

Prodenia,  447. 

Prodry  inus,  170. 
Promachus,  lxiii. 

Pronyssa,  261,  xvi. 
Prophthalmus,  393. 
Prosopis,  216. 

Prostemma,  702. 

Protsetia,  258. 

Prothysa,  261. 
Protolepidoptera,  432. 
Protoparce,  467. 
Pselaphidae,  287. 
Pselapliini,  288. 
Pselliophora,  lx. 
Pseudagenia,  194. 
Pseudocolaspis,  359. 
Pseudogonalos,  181. 
Pseudomorphinae,  264. 
Pseudophloeinae,  683. 
Pseudophyllinae,  96. 
Pseudosinghala,  255. 
Pseudosphinx,  467. 
Pseudotheobaldia,  574. 
Psilidae,  629. 

Psilogramma,  467. 
Psiloptera,  328,  330. 
Psilopus,  lxiii,  608. 
Psocidae,  121. 

Psocus,  123. 

Psoinae,  316. 

Psyche,  493. 

Psychidae,  491. 

Psychoda,  557. 
Psychodidae,  557. 
Psychotoe,  433,  xxxiv. 
Psylla,  742. 

Psyllidae,  742. 

Ptenidium,  292. 


Pteromalus,  174. 
Pterophoridae,  526. 
Pteroplistus,  101. 
Pterospilus,  606. 
Pterothysanidse,  458. 
Pterothysanus,  458. 
Ptilinum,  546. 

Ptinidae,  317. 

Ptinus,  318. 
Ptychopterinae,  579. 
Ptyelus,  733. 
Pulchriphyllium,  74. 
Pulex,  lxxi,  658. 

Pulse  Beetles,  348. 
Pulvinaria,  Ixxxii,  759. 
Pundaluoya,  728. 
Pupipara,  548,  654. 
Purohita,  728. 
Pycnosoma,  lxix,  643. 
Pyralidse,  505. 

Pyralis,  515. 

Pyrausta,  520. 
Pyraustinae,  516. 
Pyrellia,  645. 
Pyretophrus,  574. 
Pyrgomorpha,  83. 
Pyrilla,  171,  723,  727. 
Pyrochroa,  341. 
Pyrochroidee,  341. 
Pyrophanes,  324. 
Pyrops,  724. 
Pyrrhocoridae,  690. 
Pyrrhocorinae,  691. 
Pythidae,  341. 

R 

Radioculex,  575. 
Rahinda,  411. 

Ranatra,  711. 
Randolotus,  678. 
Raparna,  457. 
Raphidiinae,  144. 
Ratarda,  494. 
Ratardidse,  494. 
Raymondia,  657. 
Reduviidae,  697- 
Reduvius,  699. 
Reedomyia,  574. 
Remigia,  450. 
Respiration,  131. 
Rhabdochaeta,  634. 
Rhagophthalmidae,  327. 
Rhagophthalmus,  327. 
Rhantus,  275. 
Rhinopsis,  227. 
Rhipicera,  327. 
Rhipiceridae,  327 
Rhipiphorus,  343. 
Rhizobiini,  306. 
Rhizobius,  748. 
Rhizopertha,  316. 
Rhodia,  477, 
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Rhodoneura,  505. 
Rhodogastria,  439. 
Rhogas,  180. 
Rhomborhina,  257. 
Rhopalocera,  401. 
Rhopalosiphum,  748. 
Rhyacophila,  159. 
Rhynehina,  458. 
Rhynchites,  387. 
Rhynchium,  212. 
Rhyncholaba,  469. 
Rhynchomyia,  645. 
Rhynchophora,  238,  379. 
Rhynchophorus,  391. 
Rhynchota,  665. 
Rhyothemis,  128,  129. 
Rhyparobia,  61. 
Rhyphidae,  589. 
Rhyphus,  589. 

Rhysodes,  272. 
Rhysodidae,  272. 

Rhyssa,  178. 

Rhyssemus,  251. 
Rhytinota,  337. 

Ricania,  727. 

Rice-stem  fly,  638. 
Ripersia,  759. 

Riptortus,  lxxvi,  684. 
Risoba,  449. 

Rivellia,  635. 

Roeselia,  436. 
Root-borers,  30. 
Root-eating  insects,  29. 
Root-sucking  insects,  30. 
Rove  Beetles,  288. 
Rutelinae,  254. 

S 

Sagra,  354. 

Saicinae,  699. 

Salassa,  478. 

Saida,  696. 

Saldida?,  696. 

Salius,  196. 

Salyavatinae,  699. 
Sandalus,  334. 
Sandracottus,  275. 
Sangatissa,  471. 

Saprinus,  294. 
Sapromyzidae,  636. 
Sarcophaga,  lxix,  649. 
Sarcophagidae,  642,  648. 
Sarcopsylla,  lxxi,  659. 
Sarginae,  590. 

Sargus,  lxi,  589. 
Sarrothripinae,  449. 
Sastragala,  679. 
Sastrapada,  699. 
Sathrophyllia,  96. 
Saturnia,  477. 
Saturniidae,  475. 
Satyrinae,  408. 


Saussurella,  81. 

Scale  Insects,  752. 

Scantius,  691. 

Scaphidiidae,  292. 
Scaphidium,  292. 
Scapsipedus,  104. 
Scarabaeidae,  245. 
Scarabaeus,  248. 

Scaritinae,  266. 

Scarites,  xvi. 

Scatophaga,  lxvii,  639. 
Scatophaginae,  640. 
Scavengers,  32. 

Scelimena,  76,  81. 

Scelio,  169,  174. 
Sceliphron,  183,  195,  200. 

204,  600. 

Scelodonta,  358. 
Scenopinidae,  600. 
Scenopinus,  lxiii,  600. 
Schistocerca,  86. 
Schizocephala,  68,  69. 

Schizodactylus,  93,  95. 
Schizoneura,  746. 
Schizonycha,  254. 
Schizophora,  548. 
Sclioenobius,  511. 

Sciara,  583. 

Sciomyza,  637. 

Sciomyzidae,  637. 
Sciophilinse,  585. 

Scipinia,  702. 

Scirpophaga,  177,  179,  511, 
xlvii. 

Scleron,  337,  xxi. 

Scolia,  193. 

Scoliidae,  192. 

Scolytidae,  393. 

Scolytinae,  395. 

Scopariinae,  516. 

Scorpion  flies,  145. 
Scraptia,  342. 

Scutellera,  69,  Ixxii,  669, 
672. 

Scutellerinae,  672. 
Scydmaenidae,  287. 
Scydmaenus,  287. 

Scymnus,  307. 

Seed-eating  insects,  28. 
Selasia,  325. 
Selenocephalus,  738. 
Sepedon,  637. 

Sepsidae,  630. 

Sepsis,  lxvii,  630. 

Serica,  253. 

Serinetha,  684. 

Sesiidae,  528. 

Sesiinae,  468. 

Setodes,  159. 

Setomorpha,  540,  xxviii. 
Sex,  188. 

Sialidae,  143. 

Silis,  260,  324. 


Silk,  485. 

Silpha,  286. 

Silphidae,  286. 

Silvanus,  301. 

Sima,  227,  229. 

Simaethis,  538. 

Simplicia,  457. 

Simuliidae,  587. 

Simulium,  lxi,  lxx,  587. 
Sinoxylon,  317. 
Siphonaptera,  548,  657. 
Siphonophora,  748. 

Sirex,  164. 

Siricidae,  164. 

Sisyphus,  248. 

Sisyrini,  153. 

Sitalia,  294. 

Sitodrepa,  318. 

Sitotroga,  535. 

Size  of  insects,  169. 
Skippers,  429. 

Skusea,  575. 
Sleeping-sickness,  645. 
Smynthuridae,  43. 
Solenopotes,  764. 
Solenopsis,  224,  226,  229. 
Song  in  insects,  720. 
Sostea,  313. 

Spalgis,  425. 

Species,  number  of,  14. 
Spercheus,  285. 
Sphaeridium,  286. 
Sphecodes,  218. 

Sphegidae,  199. 
Sphenarches,  180,  528. 
Sphendale,  69. 
Sphenoptera,  174,  330,  xx. 
Sphex,  200,  207. 

Sphingid,  xxviii. 
Sphingidae,  464. 
Sphingomorpha,  453. 
Sphingonotus,  83. 
Sphyracephala,  629. 
Spilogaster,  641. 

Spilosoma,  437. 

Spirama,  451. 

Spiredonia,  454. 
Spodoptera,  448. 

Squamae,  556. 

Stag  Beetles,  243. 
Stagmatophora,  536. 
Staphylinidae,  288. 
Staphylinus,  290. 
Stathmopoda,  537. 
Stauropus,  472. 
Steganomus,  xiii. 
Stegomyia,  lx,  572. 
Stem-boring  insects,  29. 
Stenachroia,  510. 

Stenelmis,  313. 
Stenocephalus,  683. 
Stenogyzum,  675. 
Stenominae,  536. 
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Stenopelmatinae,  94. 
Stenopodinae,  699. 
Stenopsyche,  159. 
Stephaniidae,  180. 
Sternocera,  330. 

Sternoxi,  328. 

Stethomyia,  574. 
Stethoxus,  285. 

Sthenias,  375. 

Stibaropus,  lxxiii,  675. 
Stictopterinae,  449. 
Stigmus,  208. 

Stilbum,  182,  183,  212. 
Stizus,  209,  x. 

Stomoxys,  209,  lxix,  647. 
Storthecoris,  674. 

Strachia,  675. 
Stratiomyidae,  589. 
Strepsipleura,  540. 
Stromatium,  373. 
Stylopidae,  395. 

Stylopygia,  58,  61. 

Snana,  497. 

Suastus,  431. 

Sub-tropical  fauna  defined, 

20. 

Suckers,  Leaf  and  Stem, 
29. 

Surra,  662. 

Swallow  tails,  421. 
janus,  701. 

)obia,  174. 
cobiella,  174. 

'.yeophaga,  175. 
cophila,  174. 
coryctes,  174. 
eoscapta,  174. 
vcoscaptella,  174. 
lepta,  517. 

kjj  mmorphocerus,  393. 
Sympetrum,  130. 
Symphoromyia,  591. 
Sympis,  454. 

Syndicus,  287. 

Syngamia,  517. 
Syntomidae,  433. 

Syntomis,  434,  xxxiv. 
Syntomosphyrum,  174. 
Syrphidae,  610. 

Systropus,  lxiii,  600. 

T 

Tabanidae,  592. 

Tabanus,  Ixii,  lxx,  595. 
Tachardia,  lxxxiii.  759. 
Tachinidae,  642,  649. 
Tachysphex,  x. 

Tachytes,  201,  x. 
Taeniorhynchus,  575. 
Tajuria,  429. 

Talicada,  429. 

Tanvmecus,  381. 


Tanypinae,  564. 

Tapinoma,  229. 

Tarache,  455,  xxxvii. 
Taragama,  497,  xli. 
Tarphiosoma,  298. 

Tarucus,  427. 

Tasar,  479. 

Tasema,  502. 

Telchinia,  415. 

Telenomus,  169. 
Telephorinae,  323,  324. 
Telicota,  431. 

Temnaspis,  357. 
Temnochila,  300. 
Temnochilidae,  299. 
Tenebrio,  337. 
Tenebrionidae,  335. 
Tenebroides,  299. 
Tenthredinidae,  165. 
Tephrina,  474,  xli. 
Tephritis,  634. 
Tephrochlamys,  636. 
Teracolus,  419. 

Teratodus,  88. 

Terebrantia,  544. 
Teretriosoma,  293. 
Teretrius,  293. 

Terias,  419. 

Termes,  115,  119,  viii. 
Termites,  115. 

Termitidae,  115. 
Termitodiscus,  271. 
Termitophilous  Insects, 
268. 

Termitoxenia,  142.  609. 
Termopsis,  116,  119. 
Tessaratoma,  lxxiv,  670, 
677. 

Tetanocera,  637. 

Tetracha,  261. 
Tetragonoderus,  xvi. 
Tetralanguria,  303. 
Tetrastichus,  173. 
Tetriginae,  81. 

Tetroda,  678. 

Tettigoniella,  736. 
Tettigoniellinae,  736. 
Thalassodes,  475,  xli. 
Thaumastopoeus,  252,  257. 
Thea,  307. 

Thelychaeta,  645, 
Theobaldia,  574. 

Theophila,  478. 

Therates,  261. 

Theretra,  469. 

Thereva,  601. 

Therevidae,  601. 

Thermesia,  455,  677. 
Thiacidas,  460. 
Thomsoniella,  738. 
Thorictidae,  302. 

Thorictus,  271,  302. 
Thosea,  499. 


Thripidae,  544. 

Thrips,  542. 

Throscidae,  331. 

Throscus,  331. 
Thursellinus,  713. 
Thynnidae,  192. 
Thyrassia,  502. 
Thyrididae,  505. 
Thysanoptera,  542. 
Thysanura,  43. 

Ticks,  662. 

Tiger  Beetles,  259. 

Tillus,  326. 

Tinaegeriidae,  536. 

Tinea,  540. 

Tineidae,  531. 

Tineinae,  538. 

Tingidae,  692. 

Tipliia,  193. 

Tipulidae,  578. 

Tiresias,  311. 

Tischeria,  540. 

Tituboea,  358. 

Tomicini,  395. 

Tortoise  Beetles,  366. 
Tortricidae,  529. 

Toxicum,  338. 
Toxoptera,  747. 
Toxorhynchinae,  575. 
Toxorbynchites,  574. 
Trabala,  180,  498,  xlvi. 
Trachylepidia,  509. 
Trachys,  331. 
Tree-borers,  list  of,  377. 
Tree-boring  insects,  29, 
Tremex,  164. 
Tribelocephala,  699. 
Tribolium,  338. 

Trichisia,  xvi. 

Trichius,  257. 
Trichodectes,  111. 
Trichopalpus,  591. 
Trichophthalma,  597. 
Trichoptera,  157. 
Trichopterygidae,  291. 
Trichostomes,  358. 
Tricolyga,  651. 
Tricondyla,  261. 
Trictenotoma,  347. 
Trictenotomidae,  347. 
Tridactylus,  99. 

Trigona,  220,  221. 
Trigonalidae,  181. 
Trigonidium,  105. 
Trigonodes,  451. 
Trilocha,  478. 
Trilophidia,  83. 
Trinotum,  111. 

Trioxys,  174,  180. 
Trioza,  743. 

Triphleps,  705. 

Triplax,  303. 

Trisula,  454. 
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Trochilium,  529. 

Troginae,  251. 

Trogoderma,  311. 
Trogosita,  299. 
Trombidium,  80. 

Tropical  Fauna  defined, 

20. 

Tropiduchinae,  726. 

Trox,  251. 

Trycolyga,  651. 
Trypanophora,  503. 
Trypeta,  634. 

Tryphoninae,  178. 
Trypetidae,  631. 

Trypeticus,  293. 
Trypoxylon,  200,  202,  203, 
x. 

Tryxalis,  82. 

Tubulifera,  182,  544. 
Tur-pod  fly,  622. 

Tylocerus,  324. 
Tylotropidius,  75. 
Typblocyba,  738. 

U 

Udaspes,  432. 

Udugama,  725. 

Ulidia,  lxvii.  635. 
Ulocerinae,  392. 

Uraniidae,  490. 

Urellia,  634. 

Urentius,  692. 


[Jrochela,  679. 

Urodon,  350. 

Urolabida,  lxxiv,  678, 
Urophora,  634. 

Urostylis,  679. 

Utetheisa,  438. 

V 

Valgini,  257. 

Valleriola,  697. 

Vanessa,  413. 

Varta,  738. 

Veliinae,  695. 

Velvet  Ants,  185. 
Venation,  553. 

Vespa,  214,  216,  xi. 
Vespidae,  213. 

Virachola,  424,  428. 
Volucella,  611. 

W 

W  alkerella,  174,  176. 
Walkeriana,  758. 

Warble  flies,  651. 
Warning  colouring,  521. 
Weevils,  380. 

Where  Insects  live,  54. 
White  Ants,  115. 

Wild  Silk  Moths,  475. 
Wroughtonia,  180. 
Wroughtonilla,  271. 


X 

Xanthochelus,  386,  xxvii. 
Xanthoptera,  456. 

Xenos,  396. 

Xiphydria,  164. 

Xyleborus,  393. 

Xylocopa,  217,  220,  346 
xiii. 

Xyloperthi,  316. 
Xylophaginae,  592. 
Xyloryctinae,  535. 
Xylotrechus,  374. 
Xystrocera,  372. 

Y 

Yellow  fever,  572. 
Ypsololophus,  533. 
Ypthima,  409. 

Z 

Zagira,  457. 

Zalissa,  440,  454,  xxxvi. 
Zamila,  727. 

Zeuzera,  494,  496. 

Zicrona,  361,  677. 
Zinckenia,  516. 

Zizera,  426. 

Zones  of  insect  life,  20. 
Zoogeographical  divisions, 
20. 

Zygaenidae,  502. 

Zygopinae,  389. 
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